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Preface 


The Holy Qur'an is a book of guidance and spiritual progress. This book outlines the values and 
beliefs that can make you the best person you can be. It teaches a way of thinking that is positive, 
progressive and solution-oriented. 

Any person who adopts the world-view of this book becomes a person who believes injustice for all, 
equality for all and personal responsibility. 

The Qur'an teaches its message in a very unique way. It is not a book like other religious books that 
starts with the beginning of time and tells the stories of thousands of people and hundreds of nations 
and their ups and downs before closing with predictions about the future. It isn't a book of thousands 
of laws or diverse types of lectures, stories or poems, again like you would find in other holy books. 

The Qur'an is more of a book of persuasion - it is a book that speaks to you like a friend. Stories of 
famous people are given only as a way to prove a point. Laws are few and are connected with trying to 
make you a better person. Poetic phrases become beautiful ways to remember sound advice and good 
teachings. You can open the book at any page, start reading and learn something useful. 

In short, the Qur'an is a personal letter from Allah to you, asking you to become something more 
than you thought you could be: someone whom Allah loves and someone who loves Allah's world so 
much that he or she will do everything in their power to take good care of it and place their ultimate 
hopes in an even better one. 

This translation of the meaning of the Qur'an is not the same as the original Arabic Qur'an. You can 
use this book to get at the meanings and message of the Qur'an, but it is the original Arabic text where 
the message really lives. May your search bear fruit and may the message of the Qur'an guide your way 
for all the rest of your days. 

Ameen, let it be so. 

Yahiya Emerick 
New York 
June, 2000 
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Eyes are at rest, the stars are setting. 
Hushed are the stirrings of birds in their nests 
and of monsters in the sea. 

You are the Just Who knows no change, 
the Balance Who can never swerve, 
the Eternal Who never passes away. 

The doors of kings are bolted now 
and guarded by soldiers. 

Your door is open 
to all who would call upon You. 

Each love, my Lord, is now alone with his beloved, 
and now I am alone with You. 


- Rabi'ah al Adawiyya of Basra (d. 801) 
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The Opening 

1 Al Fatihah 
Early Meccan Period 


jr Introduction 

Muhammad ( P ) was frightened of the visions and words he was receiving in the first days of his 
ministry. At the age of forty, he had experienced a supernatural visitation while meditating alone in a 
mountain cave. A voice had told him that he was appointed as a messenger of Allah. Then the voice 
said some rhythmic words to him. (See chapter 96 for this first revelation.) 

He didn't understand what was happening to him at first, but Waraqah, the old blind cousin of his 
wife Khadijah, later assured him that he had been contacted by an angel of the Lord. 

Now, whenever he would walk in the desert outside of his hometown of Mecca, Muhammad ( P ) 
would sometimes hear the voice of that hidden spirit calling out to him, causing him to run back to the 
safety of his home. (See introductions to chapters 73 and 74.) 

When he again told his wife's cousin Waraqah about this continuing phenomenon, he urged 
Muhammad ( P ) to stay and listen and report back to him with what he heard. 

Accordingly, one day Muhammad ( P )stood his ground when he heard the voice again during one his 
walks in the countryside. When the voice called out his name, Muhammad ( P ) said, “Here I am." 

Then the voice commanded him to repeat that there was only One God and that he, Muhammad, ( P ) 
was the Messenger of Allah. After Muhammad ( P ) had done so, then the voice commanded him to 
recite yet further a new set of phrases, which were the verses of this chapter below. ( Wahidi ) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful m 



Praise be to Allah, Lord of All the Worlds; * 
the Compassionate, the Merciful * 
and Master of the Day of Judgment [2-4] 

To You alone do we offer service 
and to You alone do we look for aid. [sj 

Guide us on the straight path: * 
the path of those whom You have favored, 
not of those who've earned Your anger, 
nor of those who've gone astray. [ 6 - 7 ] 


15 














The Cow 

2 Al Baqarah 

Early to Middle Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

The focus of this chapter, which takes its name from an incident recounted in verses 66 - 73 , ,s to 
give us a sense of the history that exists between Allah and humanity. Allah created human beings 
to be the caretakers of the earth. As such, He endowed them with a capacity to learn and know 
that is far more advanced than any other creature He made. However, due to human weakness, 
our earliest ancestors lost their fellowship with Allah, and very few have tried to regain it. 

Our overall failing is due as much to our own desire for worldly pleasure, as it is to the 
whisperings of the forces of darkness. That darkness is embodied in Shaytan, an evil creature who 
felt he was better than humans were, and thus he set out on a campaign to prove Allah wrong. 

Allah accepted his challenge, but not because He was afraid or in need of something to do. He 
accepted it because, as is His way, He wanted Shaytan to understand how he went wrong before he 
was going to be defeated and punished. 

Even though humans could be turned bad, as Shaytan proved, he didn't realize that they were 
also created with an inner nature that always moves them to notice their absence from Allah. Even 
though Shaytan continues to try and corrupt as many humans as he can in his foolish quest to 
somehow best Allah and save himself, some humans still do look for Allah's truth. Allah constantly 
holds out the offer of His forgiveness and acceptance into His fellowship, regardless of the direction 
that human culture or values take. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



!if. Lam. Meem. m 


F.Y.I... 

What are these letters like Alif, Lam and Meen? 

Some chapters begin with disconnected 
letters like Alif Lam and Meem. Arabs used to 
mark trade bundles with letters, so starting a 
speech with these would get people’s 
attention. These letters were also a way of 
saying, "Here’s your alphabet: can you duplicate 
such a perfect message?” 


That is the Book in 
which there is no 
doubt. It's a guide 
for those who are 
mindful (of their duty 
to Allah), pi 




(They're the ones) who believe in 
what's beyond their perception, establish 
regular prayer and spend in charity out of 
what We've given to them, pi 







They believe in what's being revealed 
to you, (Muhammad), even as they 
believe in what's been revealed before 
your time, and they're confident of the 
reality of the next life, w 

They're living by the guidance of their 
Lord, and they're the ones who will be 
successful, pi 

Disbelief and Hypocrisy 

Wow as for those who (willfully) 
cover over (their inner awareness of 
Allah), it doesn't matter if you warn them 
or not, for they're not going to believe, w 

Allah has set a seal upon their hearts 
and ears and placed blinders over their 
eyes. (On account of their thanklessness) 
they'll (be made to suffer) a severe 

PUNISHMENT m 

Among people (are some) who say, 

" We believe in Allah and the Last Day," 
but they have no faith, w 

They try to deceive Allah and those 
who believe, but they fool no one but 
themselves - and they don't even realize 

it! i9] 

There's a sickness in their hearts, so 
Allah adds to their sickness. A severe 
punishment will be theirs on account of 
their covering over (their innate 
awareness of the truth), tioi 


When they're told, "Don't make any 
trouble in the world" they retort, "But 
we're only trying to make it better." [in 
Yet, it's a fact that they're the ones who 
are making the trouble - without even 
realizing it! m 



When they're told, "Believe (in Allah), 
like the (rest of the) people believe," they 
sneer, "Faith is for foolsT Yet, they're the 
fools - and they just don't know it! nn 

Hypocrites Try to Trick Allah 


Background Info... v. 14-16 

The leader of the hypocrites in Medina 
was a man named ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy. 
He was angry because the coming of the 
Prophet prevented him from assuming 
the kingship of the city. 

He used to tell his followers to flatter 
the Muslims as a way to mock them. He 
told his men, “Look at how I trick those 
fools!” Then he overly praised Abu Bakr 
and ‘Umar loudly when they passed by. 

After the pair left, Ibn Ubayy said, 
“Whenever you see them, do the same.” 
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When they meet the believers they 
affirm, "We believe, too," but when 
they're alone with their devilish (friends), 
they take back what they said by saying, 

" We're really with you. We were only 
joking with them." imi 


Allah will throw their joke back at 
them by letting them fall deeper into 
error until they're left wandering around, 
completely lost, tisi 


They're the ones who've traded 
guidance for mistakes, and they gained 
nothing from the deal. They've lost all 
sense of direction! [i6] 


The Example of the Storm 


F.Y.I... 

Many Arabs made their living through trade 
caravans. Getting lost in the desert at night 
during a storm was a terrifying idea. This 
example likens the condition of an unbeliever to 
being lost in such a way. Allah's guidance 
comes in flashes, but if they ignore it, they will 
remain lost. 


I heir example is like the man who lit 
a torch (in the night). When it illuminated 
(the area) around (both) him (and his 
friends), Allah took away their light and 
left them (lost) in total darkness, unable 
to see at all! tm They're deaf, dumb and 
blind and won't return to the path! m 


(Another example) is of a storm cloud 
(in the sky) seething with darkness, 
thunder and lightning. 

No matter how much they cover their 
ears from the booming thunderclaps - 
fearing for their very lives - it doesn't help 
them, for Allah surrounds those who 
cover (the light of faith within their 
hearts)! imi 



When a lightning bolt flashes before 
(their eyes), it all but blinds them, though 
they can at least grope forward (in its 
afterglow). However, when the darkness 
returns, they hesitate (in uncertainty). 

If Allah had wanted, He could have 
taken away their hearing and their sight, 
for Allah has power over all things. 1201 
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Why are We Here? 


Background Info... v. 22-25 

After explaining the differences 
between faith, hypocrisy and rejection of 
Allah, the Qur'an next gives us a 
summary of the main themes to be 
found throughout the rest of the book. 

The One God is the Creator and 
Sustainer of our reality. He chose a 
messenger, and that Messenger is true. 
There is an afterlife for the soul, and our 
beliefs and actions will determine what 
that future will be for us. 


you people! Serve your Lord 
Who created you and those who came 
before you so you can become mindful 
(of your duty towards Him). 1211 

(He's) the One Who made the earth as 
your couch and the sky as your canopy. 
He sends down water from the sky and 
with it causes many types of plants to 
grow for your survival. So don't make 
rivals with Allah, especially when you 
know better. 1221 

If you have any doubts about (the 
authenticity) of what We're revealing to 
Our servant (Muhammad), then compose 
a chapter similar to this. 

Then call upon your witnesses - 
besides Allah - if you're so certain (of 
your allegations that he made it all up 
himself.) [23] 


If in fact you find it impossible (to 
duplicate this message), and it is 
impossible, then beware of the Fire whose 
fuel is people and stone - (a blaze) that's 
been prepared for those who covered 
over (their innate ability to believe in 
Allah). [ 24 ] 

Announce to those who believe and 
do what's morally right the good news 
that they shall have gardens beneath 
which rivers flow. 

Every time they're furnished with fruit 
from within, they'll exclaim, "These look 
just like what we had before (in our 
earthly life)." 



(That's because) they'll be given (their 
reward) in the form of what was familiar 
to them. What's more, they'll be joined 
by wholesome mates (with whom) to 
abide for all time. 1251 
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How does Allah Use Examples? 


Background Info... v. 26-27 

Some of the Jews of Medina started 
to make fun of the Qur’an because it 
mentioned things as small as insects in 
its examples. 

For example, idols are said to be 
helpless because they can’t protect 
themselves from a fly, as in 22 : 73 , and 
spider webs are an example of how weak 
an argument can be, as in 29 : 41 . 

Some Jews said, “This doesn’t seem 
like a revelation from Allah.” And so 
verses 26-27 were revealed in response. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


who've gone beyond the bounds (of 
goodness first). [26] 

They're the ones who broke their 
(natural) bond with Allah after it had 
been made strong, and they separated 
(the family ties) that He's ordered to be 
joined together. 

They behave badly in the world, so in 
the end they'll be the losers, pt] 

How can you cover over (your own 
natural faith) in Allah, seeing how He 
gave you life (when you had none)? 


Allah won't 
hesitate to illustrate a 
point with something 
as small as a bug or 
anything bigger (or 
smaller) than that. 


Those who believe 
know that (all good lessons are) the truth 
from their Lord, while those who cover 
(their capacity to believe ridicule such 
things) by saying," What can Allah 
possibly mean by these examples?" 



Then He's going to take back your life 
and bring you to life once more, 
and then you're going to go back 
to Him. pa) 


He's the One Who created 
everything that's on the earth for 
your benefit, and then He 
projected Himself upon the design 
of the sky, making it into seven 
(layers). (He was able to do that) for He 
knows about all things. [29] 

Why did Allah Make People? 


By them He allows many to fall further 
into error, and by them He allows many 
others to be guided. 

However, He doesn't allow anyone to 
be confused by them except for those 


Background Info... v. 30 

The Qur’an now begins the story of 
people, and it starts at the very 
beginning with the first human being of 
our kind - Adam. Who was he, and 
where did he get tricked - and why? 
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A-nd so it was that your Lord said to 
the angels, "I'm going to place a 
caretaker on the earth." 

But then (the angels) said, "Are You 
going to put someone there who's going 
to cause chaos and disorder and shed 
blood, while we magnify Your praise and 
extol Your Holiness?" 

(Allah answered them), saying, “I know 
what you don't know." ooi 

Thereafter, He (brought Adam into 
being) and taught him the names (and 
qualities) of everything (in the natural 
world). 

Then He placed (the natural world) 
before the angels and said, "Now tell Me 
the names (and qualities) of all of these 
things (you see here before you,) if you're 
so certain (that I made a mistake)." on 



"All glory belongs to You!" they 
exclaimed. " We know nothing about any 
of this, other than what You've already 
taught us, for You are the Knowledgeable 
and the Wise." 021 

Then He said to Adam, “Tell them the 
names (and qualities of these things)." 

After he had finished doing so, (Allah) 
said to (the angels), "Didn't I tell you that 
I know what's beyond 

perception within the heavens and the 
earth and that I know what you do 
openly and what you hide?" on 

Why did Shaytan Disobey Allah? 

So then We gave an order to the 
angels, saying "Bow down (in respect) to 
Adam." 

Then they all bowed down; but (a 
jinn named) Iblis (who was there 
watching) didn't bow down. He refused 
in his ARROGANT pride and chose to 
cover over (his awareness of the truth). 

04] 

We said to Adam, "Both you and 
your mate can live in this garden and 
eat freely of its bounty to your fill, but 
don't go near this one tree, for it will 
lead you into corruption." osi 
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However, they (were tempted) by 
Shaytan and banished (from the home) 
where they had been. 

So then We ordered," Get down from 
here, and live in conflict with each other! 
Inhabit the expanse of the earth, and 
fend for yourselves fora while!" m 

Then Adam learned words of 
repentance from his Lord, and He turned 
towards him in forgiveness, for He's the 
Acceptor of Repentance, the Merciful. [ 37 ] 



Remembering Allah's 
Agreement with the Jews 


Background Info... v. 40 

After presenting a quick summary of 
the importance of Adam and Hawwa, the 
Qur'an now turns our attention to the 
important issues raised about the 
Children of Israel. That is another name 
for the Jewish people. 

They got a lot of favors from Allah 
and they were asked to be a good 
example to other nations around them. 
Allah made an agreement with them 
about this. 

This section begins with Allah talking 
directly to the Jews and asking them to 
think about their obligations and their 
shortcomings in carrying them out. Then 
we are presented some brief stories 
from their early history to prove that 
they have not lived up to their duty to 
Allah. 

This is a good step to take as a way to 
explain why the Jewish agreement was 
canceled and replaced first by the 
mission of Prophet Jesus % and then by the 
mission of Prophet Muhammad. 


So We (softened Our attitude towards 
Adam and his wife) and said," Get down 
from here altogether, but if any guidance 
ever comes to you from Me, whoever 
follows My guidance will have nothing to 
fear or regret 

"However, those who hide and deny 
Our proofs, they shall be companions of 
the FIRE and that's where they're 
going to stay!" 138-39] 


Children 


of Israel! Remember the 


favor I bestowed upon you. 


Fulfill your agreement with Me, even 
as I've fulfilled My agreement with you, 
and don't be afraid of anyone but Me. [ 4 oi 
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Don’t be Hypocrites 


Background info... v. 41 

Some Jews of Medina used to write 
short verses of the Torah on leather 
scraps and then sell them to the illiterate 
Arabs to be used as good luck charms. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Believe in what I'm revealing, which 
confirms the teachings with you now, and 
don't be the first to reject it, and don't 
sell My verses for a little gain. 

Be mindful of Me! mi 

Don't confuse the truth with 
falsehood, nor conceal the truth 
knowingly. [ 42 ] 

Be constant in prayer, practice regular 
charity and bow down to Me, along with 
those (Muslims) who are already bowing 
down (in worship). [ 43 ] 



Background info... v. 44 

A Jewish man in Medina gave 
permission to his relatives to consider 
Muhammad to be a prophet, but he 
himself refused to accept Muhammad’s 
teachings. This verse was revealed in 
comment. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


you ask other people to be 
righteous, but then forget your own 
selves? You study the scriptures, so why 
won't you understand? [ 44 ] 

Strengthen yourselves through 
perseverance and prayer, though it isn't 
easy, save for the truly humble [ 45 ] - those 
who realize that they're going to meet 
their Lord and that they will return to 
Him. [ 46 ] 

Children of Israel! Remember the 
blessings that I bestowed upon you and 
how I favored you above all others in 
the world. [ 47 ] 

So beware of a day when no soul will 
be able to help another, when no 
intercession will be accepted, nor any 
payment (offered) will sway, nor any help 
come. [ 48 ] 
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Allah Saved the Children of Israel 


Background info... v. 49-54 

Moses was the greatest prophet 
among the Children of Israel, so He is 
given a big role all throughout the Qur'an 
as the main focus upon which Jews may 
compare what they have now with the 
pure religion that he taught. 

The religion of Judaism that exists in 
the world today is not completely the 
same as the original teachings of Moses, 
and many of the laws and practices of 
Judaism came not as a blessing from 
Allah, but as a means of punishing their 
ancestors who often disobeyed Moses 
and the other prophets. 

Prophet Jesus tried to free the Jewish 
community from the difficulty of 
following so many complicated laws, but 
he was rejected by the Jews. 

Even still, Allah loves those Jews who 
want to be righteous, and He calls upon 
them in this book to remember all of His 
favors and to accept His invitation to 
renew their faith through His last 
revelation, which confirms what they 
have from their ancestors. 

If they insist on remaining loyal to 
Judaism, then at the least, let the Qur'an 
says for them to be sincere and faithful 
to that and not be interested so much in 
the temptations of the material world. 


Remember that We delivered you 
from Pharaoh's people, who enslaved you 
and tormented you, killing your sons 
while letting your women live. That was 
an enormous test from your Lord! [49] 


Then remember that We parted the 
sea and rescued you, while drowning 
Pharaoh's people as you stood there 
watching! isoi 

Yet, also remember that while We met 
with Moses for forty nights, you took (to 
worshipping a statue of) a cow and did a 
terrible crime, pu Even after that We 
forgave you so you could learn to be truly 

thankful m 



Recall that We gave Moses the 
(revealed) scripture and the standard (to 
judge between right and wrong), so you 
could be guided. [53] 

Remember when Moses (returned to) 
his people (carrying that revealed 
message) and said, "My people! You've 
wronged yourselves by taking this calf (as 
a god). Say you're sorry to your Lord, and 
kill (within) yourselves (your love for 
worldly things). That's the best thing you 
can do in the sight of your Lord." 
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So (Allah) turned to you (in 
forgiveness), for He's the Acceptor of 
Repentance, the Merciful, im] 


We were never harmed (when they 
rebelled); rather, they only harmed 
themselves, m 


Allah was Patient with Israel An Example of Disobedience 


Remember the time when you said, 
"Hey, Moses! We're never going to 
believe in you until we see Allah face to 
face!" 


For that you were struck down with a 
thunderous BOOM., even as you stood 
there watching! psi 



Yet, even after that We revived you 
out of your daze so you could have 
(another chance) to be grateful, pei 


Background Info... v. 58-59 

The ancient Children of Israel entered a 
town named Shattim, just east of the 
Jordan River. They were supposed to be 
a good example of Allah’s people, but 
they failed and were acting badly in the 
town. They worshipped idols and did a 
lot of bad deeds in front of the people. 
(The Qur’an mentions this story again in 7:161-162.) 

Prophet Muhammad said that instead 
of preaching about the forgiveness of 
Allah by saying, “hittatun”, the Israelites 
said to the locals, “Hintatun,” which 
means, “A grain in a husk.” And so,they 
were mocking Allah’s orders. (Bukhari) 


Remember (the time when you were 
approaching a new land) and We gave 
the following command: “Enter this town, 
and eat freely of the abundance you find 
there, but pass through its gates humbly 
and preach to people to be sorry (for 
their sins) and (to seek the) forgiveness 
(of Allah). (Ifyou act in a good way,) then 
We will forgive you your sins and increase 
the (fortunes) of those who are good ." psi 


We caused the clouds to spread shade 
over you and sent manna and quails 
down upon you, (saying), "Eat of the 
wholesome things that We've provided 
for you." 


Nonetheless, dishonest people altered 
the order they received (and behaved 
poorly towards the inhabitants of the 
town). And so We sent down upon the 
criminals an air-borne plague, for they 
persisted (in doing wrong), psi 
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Trials in the Desert 


Go back to some (place like) Egypt and 
then you'll get what you're asking for!" 


Background Info... v. 60-61 

Allah provided a lot of help to the 
Children of Israel after they escaped 
slavery in Egypt. However, the Children 
of Israel began to grumble against Moses 
on account of the harsh, nomadic 
lifestyle that they had to follow as they 
wandered in the deserts. 

In Egypt they lived in houses and had 
a settled, farming way of life, even 
though they had harsh labor quotas and 
other miseries. The price of freedom 
was also more hardship, but they failed 
to realize this and perhaps they still 
suffered from a form of mental slavery 
to their old lifestyle. 


Remember the 


time when Moses 


searched for water for his people. We 
told him," Tap the rock with your staff." 


Right away twelve bubbling springs 
gushed forth, and every clan found its 
own place. So eat and drink from the 
resources that Allah provides, and don't 
cause bad times in the world, [eoj 


Yet, also recall the time when you 
complained, "Hey Moses! We're tired of 
eating the same thing (day after day), so 
call upon your Lord for us to bring us the 
harvest of the earth: herbs, cucumbers, 
garlic, lentils and onions." 


(As a punishment for their 
ungratefulness,) they were stricken with 
humiliation and misery. They brought the 
wrath of Allah down upon themselves 
because they rejected His signs and 
KILLED His messengers for no good 
reason - and that's because they were a 
rebellious and defiant (people), teii 

Allah is the Lord of All Religions 


Background Info... v.62 

This verse was revealed to answer 
the question of Salman Al Farsi. He was 
a Persian who was raised as a 
Zoroastrian (a religion that worships two 
gods). He had spent a number of years 
as a Christian, before finally accepting 
Islam. 

He asked the Prophet about the fate 
of all those righteous Christians with 
whom he lived and studied before he 
entered into Islam. The Prophet casually 
remarked that those people were going 
to be in Hellfire, (probably thinking that 
anyone less than a pure monotheist was 
in trouble with Allah.) 

Salman described his inner reaction 
to the Prophet's words like this: “The 
entire earth became dark and gloomy to 
me.” But then this verse was revealed 
from Allah to correct the Prophet's 
incorrect opinion. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


"What?" (Moses) cried out. "Would 
you trade what's better for what's worse? 


Those 


who believe (in Islam) and 


those who are Jewish, Christian or Sabian, 
anyone who has faith in Allah and the 
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Last Day and who does what's morally 
right, their reward will be with their Lord, 

and they'll have nothing to fear or regret. 

[ 62 ] 

The People Receive the Law 

(Children of Israel), remember when 
We established a covenant with you at 
the towering heights of Mount Tur: "Hold 
firmly to what We've given to you, and 
remember what it contains so you can be 
mindful (of Allah)." [ 63 ] 

However, you later turned your backs 
on it! If it wasn't for Allah's favor and 
mercy extended towards you, you 
would've surely been lost. [ 64 ] 

And so it was that you knew some (of 
your people) were breaking the Sabbath 
rules, (yet, you did nothing). So We said 
to them, "Be (like) despised apes!" m 

We made an example of them in their 
own time and for all times to come - a 
lesson for those who are mindful (of 
Allah). [66] 


(Moses) answered them, saying, "God 
forbid (that I would speak) so frivolously.” 

[ 67 ] 

So they demanded, "Call upon your 
Lord on our behalf to specify exactly what 
kind of cow." 



Then Moses replied, "Neither too old 
nor too young, He says, but somewhere 
in between. Now do as you're told." [68] 

"Call upon your Lord on our behalf 
again," they implored, “to tell us what 
color it should be." 

So Moses answered, "A light brown 
cow, rich in tone and pleasant (to the 
eye)." [ 69 ] 


The Story of the Spotless Cow 


Remember when Moses said to his 
people, "Allah has commanded that you 
sacrifice a cow." 


"Call upon your Lord on our behalf," 
they pleaded (once more), "to point out 
its variety, for all cows look the same to 
us. If Allah wills, then we'll be rightly 
guided." poi 


They replied, "Surely, you're not 
serious?" 


"He says an unyoked cow," (Moses 
replied,) "neither worn out from plowing 
nor watering the fields. It should be in 
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good condition without any mark or 
blemish." 

Then they answered, "Ah! Now you've 
given us a complete description," but 
even still they offered the sacrifice only 
grudgingly, pu 

The Torah on Unresolved Murder 


Background Info... v. 72-74 

In one of the camps of the Children of 
Israel, there was a man who had no sons 
but many nephews. The nephews made 
a plan to kill the man for his money, and 
after they did it, they dumped the body 
in front of another camp. 

Those people found the body and 
swore to Moses that they did not kill that 
man. Afterwards, Moses gathered the 
people from the different camps, and 
then they tried to point out a single 
criminal to blame, but then they started 
arguing with each other in a big way. 

Innocent people might have been 
killed but for the intervention of Allah’s 
guidance, which gave a way, however 
imperfect, of getting people to accept 
that some crimes will remain unsolved in 
this life. Basically, the people made the 
sacrifice of a cow to close the matter 
until Allah would punish the guilty ones. 


Remember 


the time when (some of) 


you murdered a man and then took to 
accusing each other (individually)? Allah 
would soon bring to light what you had 
concealed. [721 


We said ," Apply some of (the principle 
of absolution) to (this situation)," and in 
this way Allah saves lives from being 
taken (unjustly) and shows you His signs 
so you can understand. p3] Yet, (in spite 
of this guidance), your hearts only 
hardened like stone, even harder! 



Though indeed among stones are 
some from which rivers may flow, others 
which crack under pressure and let water 
flow, as well as others that fall down for 
fear of Allah, and Allah is not unaware of 
what you're doing. p-»i 

Dealing with Rejection 

(I\/luhammad,) how can you hope to 
convince (the Jews of Medina) to believe 
in you? 

Some of them, after hearing and 
understanding the words of Allah, 
changed them on purpose! psi 

When they meet the believers they 
say," We also believe (in Allah)!" 
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But when they're alone among 
themselves they say," We shouldn't let 
them know what Allah revealed to us (in 
our scriptures), for they'll only have better 
arguments to use against us by quoting 
the words of your Lord ." 

Don't you see (their game)? r?6] 

Don't they know that Allah is aware of 
what they hide and of what they bring 
out in the open? ud 

The Ignorance of the Masses 


Background Info... v. 78 

Some Jewish rabbis of Medina had 
certain religious writings in which their 
long-awaited prophet was described - 
including a description of what he looked 
like . 

When they found that Muhammad 
resembled this description, it is said that 
they changed the descriptions in their 
scrolls to make it seem as if he did not fit 
the physical profile. 

A Jewish rabbi who had converted to 
Islam, 'Abdullah ibn Salam, confirmed 
that this took place, and when this action 
of the Jewish scholars was publicly 
announced, this verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Now among (the Children of Israel) 
there are the uneducated (masses) who 
know nothing of (their) scripture and who 
believe only in what they want to believe. 
They follow nothing more than their own 
fickle whims! m 


Background Info... v.79 

Before the coming of Islam, some 
Jews of Medina used to write short 
verses of the Torah on leather scraps and 
sell them to the Arabs, claiming they 
were holy charms that would bring good 
luck. That is what this verse is 
referencing. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


So ruin to those who write (holy) 
scriptures with their own hands (to sell as 
good luck charms) and say, “Here, this is 
from Allah," to make a grubby little profit 
from it. 



Ruin to them for what their hands 
fake, and ruin to them for (the gains) they 
make! psi 

False Claims of Mercy 


Background Info... v. 80-82 

The Jews of Medina had a belief that 
the world would last no more than 7,000 
years, and that any Jewish people who 
went to Hellfire would be punished for 
only seven days, with each day equaling 
a thousand years. After that, then the 
punishment would be over. This verse 
was revealed to answer that idea. (Asbab 
ul-Nuzul) 
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They say," Well, our punishment in 
the Fire will only be temporary." Ask 
them, "Did Allah promise you that? If He 
did, then He won't go back on His word, 
or are you saying something about Allah 
that you're not sure of?" taoi 

No way! Whoever earns the wages of 
sin and is enveloped in evil will be among 
the companions of the Fire for all time, 
while those who believe and do what's 
morally right will be with the companions 
of the Garden for all time. iai-82i 

The Sworn Duties 
of the Children of Israel 


The Sin of Fighting Each Other 


Background Info... v. 84 

Before the coming of Islam to 
Medina, the three Jewish tribes of the 
city would make alliances with one or 
both of the local Arab tribes (named the 
Auws and Khazraj). 

When the two tribes would fight, it 
often happened that Jews would be 
facing against other Jews in battle, and 
they would also sometimes kidnap each 
other for ransom. 

When the fighting would be over, the 
Jewish leaders would sell their fellow 
Jews to each other’s tribes, and they 
called upon their scripture as a 
justification. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Remember the time when We took 
an agreement from the Children of Israel, 
saying: 


Remember that We took another 
agreement from you, saying, "You must 
not kill or drive each other away." 


"Don't serve anything in place of Allah. 
Honor your parents and relatives. Be kind 
to orphans and to the poor. Speak in 
wholesome language to others, and 
lastly, establish regular prayer and 
practice regular charity." 



However, later on you turned your 
backs (on these rules), all of you, save for 
a few, and you backslide even now! i 83 i 


You made a PROMISE to this and 
can attest to your oath, and yet you're 
the ones who still kill and banish each 
other and take sides against each other 
shamefully in bitter rivalry. 

Yet, when some (of your rivals) are 
brought to you in chains, you ransom 
them, though it was forbidden for you to 
drive them off in the first place! 

Do you believe in only one part of 
(your) scripture and then ignore the rest? 
What other fate can there be for people 
who behave like this, save for utter 
disgrace in this life? 
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On the Day of Judgment, however, 
there's going to be an even steeper price 
to pay, for Allah is not unaware of what 
you've been doing. 

These are the kinds (of people) who 
buy the life of this world at the cost of the 
next. Their punishment won't be 
reduced, nor will they find anyone to 

help. [84-86] 

We gave scripture to Moses and raised 
up many messengers after him, and We 
gave clear evidence to Jesus, the Son of 
Mary, and strengthened him with the 
Holy Spirit. 



Now do you (Children of Israel) 
become arrogant whenever a messenger 
comes to you with something that you 
don't want to hear? You called some 
impostors, and others you killed! [ 87 ] 


The Children of Israel 

Reject the Last Prophet 


Background Info... v. 88-90 

Before the Prophet arrived in Medina, 
the Jews of Khaybar, a settlement to the 
north of Medina, had a war with the Arab 
tribe of Ghatafan. They suffered a defeat 
in the first battle, but then called upon 
Allah, saying, “O God, we beg in the 
name of the unlettered prophet that 
You've promised us to grant us victory 
over them." 

At their next battle, they inflicted a 
great defeat upon their enemies. After 
the Prophet Muhammad ( P ) came to 
Medina and began preaching, the 
majority of Arabia's Jews denied him, 
claiming that they already had all the 
truth they needed from God. This 
passage was revealed as a way to remind 
the Jews of what they had prayed for 
and now rejected. (Asbab ul Nuzul) 


yVmong the (Jews of Medina) are 
some who say, "Our hearts are the 
wrappers (that contain all the knowledge 
of God)." 

No way! Allah's curse is upon them 
because they rejected Him, and they only 
have a tiny remnant of faith, [ss] 

When a book from Allah does happen 
to come to them, one that confirms what 
they already have in their possession, and 
although they've long prayed for success 
against those who rejected (faith) and 
although they recognize (the new book's 
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connection with their own), even still they 
reject it! 

The very curse of Allah is upon those 
who cover (the light of faith within their 
hearts)! [ 89 i 

They sold their souls for a miserable 
price by rejecting - out of petty jealousy - 
what Allah revealed, simply because Allah 
would bestow His grace (equally) upon 
His servants, (regardless of race,) as He 
wills, and so they've earned on 

top of fl f 4 GEf^. 

There's a humiliating punishment 
awaiting those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth), tsoi 

When they're told, "Believe in what 
Allah has revealed," they say," We only 
believe in what He revealed to us 
(before)." 

So then they're rejecting all other 
revelation, even if it's the truth and 
confirms (the prophecies) they already 
have! 

So ask them, "Ifyou really believe in 
(God's revelations), then why did you 
murder the prophets of God in the past? 
Moses came to you with proof; yet, you 
worshipped a calf, and even after that 
you continued to do wrong." 01-921 



Remember when We took your 
promise as the towering heights of 
Mount Tur loomed over you. (We had 
said,) "Hold strongly to what We've given 
to you, and listen to it." 

However, (by their actions they 
showed that) they (might as well have) 
answered," We hear and we disobey." 

Therefore, they were (later) forced to 
imbibe (a drink made from the shavings 
of the melted) calf's (dust), precisely 
because they buried (their inner yearning 
for Allah). 

Say to them, "The motivations of your 
faith are terrible, if you even have any 
faith!" [93] 
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Who are the Chosen Ones? 


Don’t Deny Allah’s Agents 


them, “If the home of the next 
life is yours atone, to the exclusion of all 
others, then wish for death if you're so 
certain." [94] 

Yet, they will never wish for death on 
account of the sins that their hands have 
sent on before them. Allah knows all 
about every wrongdoer! [95] 



In fact, you'll find that they crave life 
more than any other people - even more 
than the idol-worshippers\ 

Every one of them wants to live a 
thousand years. Yet, long-life won't save 
them from their due punishment, for 
Allah is watching everything they do. [96] 


Background Info... v. 97-99 

Some Jews visited the Prophet in his 
masjid in Medina. A rabbi among them 
named ‘Abdullah ibn Suwriya asked him 
the name of the angel who was bringing 
him his revelations. 

When the Prophet answered that it 
was Gabriel, the rabbi said, “Gabriel? He 
is our enemy. He's acted against us 
many times. The worst time was when 
he sent the news to our prophet that 
Nebuchadnezzar would destroy 
Jerusalem. We sent someone to kill 
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon; yet, Gabriel 
steered him away, saying: 'If your God 
commanded him to destroy you, then He 
will not help you overcome him. Since no 
order (of Allah's help) exists, why would 
you try to kill him?' (So, Muhammad,) if 
you would have said Michael, the one 
who brings rain and mercy, then we 
would have followed you." ( Baydawi) 

At about the same time, ‘Umar ibn al 
Khattab (d. 644) was having a 
conversation with some Jewish scholars 
in one of their small schools. During this 
particular visit, a Jewish scholar named 
‘Abdullah ibn Suwriya noticed 
Muhammad passing by in the street and 
told ‘Umar that he should go out to see 
him. 

Before leaving, ‘Umar asked the Jews 
why they didn't follow Muhammad, and 
they replied that it was because 
Muhammad was friends with Gabriel, 
who was their enemy. 

When ‘Umar went out to meet 
Muhammad, the Prophet immediately 
recited these three new verses to him, 
before he could tell him about his 
conversation with the Jews. 
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‘Umar was amazed and said that he 
was just coming to tell Muhammad 
about something the Jews had said 
about the same issue. In later years, 
‘Umar said of this incident, “Afterwards, 

I became rock-solid in my faith.” ( Asbabul - 
Nuzu I) 


Say to them, "Whoever is an enemy 
to Gabriel, (the angel) who delivers 
(revelation) to your heart by Allah's will, 
reaffirming previous revelations, and who 
is the bearer of guidance and good will to 
the believers - even more, whoever is an 
enemy to Allah, His angels, His 
messengers and to both Gabriel and 
Michael, then, indeed, Allah is an enemy 
to those who cover over (the awareness 
of the truth that exists within their 
hearts)." [97-98] 

And so it is that We're revealing to you 
self-evident verses that no one can deny 
save for those who are corrupt. [99] 

The Corruption of Babylon 

Every time they made a pledge, some 

of them pushed it aside, for without a 
doubt many of them had no faith, noo] 

Even now, when Allah has sent them a 
messenger confirming their previous 
revelations, some of those who've 
received earlier revelation try to hide 
(their scriptures) behind their backs - 

pretending not to know about them! 

[ 101 ] 


They follow the satanic chanting (of 
their ancestors), even though Solomon 
was against it. Solomon never rejected 
(Allah), for only the devilish cover over 
(their awareness of the truth). 

Such people teach others how to do 
magic and other similar practices, like 
those that were handed down to two 
Babylonian leaders (named) Harut and 
Marut. 

Yet, they never taught anyone 
anything without warning them first, 

" We're only here to tempt you, (so don't 
believe in what we teach) nor renounce 
your faith." 

So (the spell-casters) learned from 
them how to create marriage problems 
between a man and his wife, but they 
could never succeed except by Allah's 
leave. 
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What they learned only harmed 
themselves and brought them no gain. 
They knew that those who practiced 
(magic) had no share in the next life. 
What they've sold themselves to is 
terrible. If they only knew! (1021 

If they only would've believed (in the 
truth) and been mindful (of Allah), then 
they would've earned from Him a far 
greater reward. If they had only realized 
that! (io 3 ] 

Learn from the Mistakes 
of the Past 


Background Info... v. 104 

Some Jews used to go to the Prophet 
and say, ra’ina, which was a word in both 
Arabic and Hebrew. In Arabic, it meant 
one thing, namely pay attention to us or 
look after us, while in the local slang of 
the Jews it meant listen, because you 
hear nothing. 

The Jews used to say the word to 
Muhammad ( P ) and then snicker among 
themselves. A local companion named 
Sa’ad ibn ‘Ubadah, who knew what they 
were doing, threatened some Jews one 
day for disrespecting the Prophet like 
that. They said in their defense that it 
was a word also used by the Arabs, even 
though it had a different meaning. 

This verse was revealed to the 
Prophet in response. And so Muslims are 
asked not only not to use this word, 
because some of the Jews were using it 
to disrespect Muhammad, but they’re 
asked to say something more respectful 
all together. (Asbab ui-Nuzul) 


you who believe! Don't address 
(the Prophet in a demanding way by 
saying), “Pay attention to us." Instead 
you should say," We're ready to listen," 
and then listen (to him), for those who 
cover over (their faith in Allah) will suffer 
a painful punishment, aw] 


Background Info... v. 105 

Whenever Muslims in Medina asked 
their Jewish friends to believe in 
Muhammad, the Jews would say that 
what Muhammad brought was good, but 
they only wished he brought something 
better than that. This verse talks about 
that Situation. (Asbab ul-Nuzu/) 


Those who cover up (their desire for 
Allah's truth) among the Followers of 
Earlier Revelation and from among the 
idol-worshippers never want any good to 
come to you from your Lord, but Allah is 
the One Who decides who receives His 
mercy - and Allah is the master of endless 
bounty\ nosi 
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Allah Reveals What He Wants 


Background Info... v. 106 

This verse was revealed in response 
to the charge that some Meccans made 
that Muhammad would sometimes 
cancel out a Qur'anic rule as the years 
progressed. 

They said, “Look at Muhammad, how 
he commands his companions to do 
something and then forbids it to them 
and commands the opposite. He says 
something today and takes it back 
tomorrow.” (Asbob ul-Nuzul) 


We don't withdraw any of Our 
(previously revealed) verses or cancel 
them out altogether unless We replace it 
with a similar one or better. Allah has the 
power to do all things, uoei 

The Faithless continue to Doubt 


Background Info... v. 107-108 

Idol-worshippers and visiting Jews 
used to ask Muhammad for all kinds of 
miracles to prove his prophethood. One 
day a crowd went to the Prophet, and 
one man asked that Muhammad turn a 
hill into gold. Another man asked for a 
holy book to come down from the sky, 
while yet another man, named ‘Abdullah 
ibn Abi Umayyah, asked for a special 
revelation addressed to him personally. 
Some new believers also were beginning 
to ask such petty questions, as well. This 
passage was revealed as an answer to 
that type of questioning. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Don't you know that Allah has 
control over the heavens and the earth 
and that no one can save or protect you 
apart from Him? [io 7 j 

Would you (Muslims, who claim to) 
believe, question (and doubt) your 
Messenger (Muhammad), even as Moses 
was (doubted and questioned) by his 
followers in the past? Whoever trades 
their faith for rejection (of faith) only 
wanders away from the middle path, uosi 

Beware the Teasing of the Faithless 


Background Info... v. 109 

A Jewish leader and poet in Medina, 
Ka’b ibn al Ashraf, was inventing poetry 
to make fun of Muhammad < P ) and his 
companions and also to get the Quraysh 
of Mecca to continue their attacks on the 
Muslims. The Prophet is told in this verse 
to be patient and calm in the face of 
these attacks. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


/Vlany of the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation will selfishly try to destroy your 
faith, even after they know the truth. So 
pardon them, and pay them no mind 
until Allah fulfills His purpose, for Allah 
has power over all things, tiosi 

Establish regular prayer, and give in 
charity, for the good (deeds) that you 
send ahead (of you for Judgment Day) 
are waiting with Allah, and Allah is 
watching everything you do. [noi 
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Testing Claims of Immunity 


Don't Prevent Worship 


Background Info... v. 111-113 

A group of Christians from Najran 
visited Medina to interview the Prophet 
and learn more about him. Some Jewish 
rabbis came and debated religion with 
them in a public place, and their 
argument became so heated that the 
rabbis and Christians each accused the 
other of not understanding religion and 
having no foundation for their teachings. 
This passage was revealed as a comment 
on this event. (Asbob ul-Nuzul) 


I here (are some who) say, "No one 
will go to Heaven except Christians and 
Jews," but that's only their wishful 
thinking. Say to them, "Prove it, if you're 
so certain of the truth." tun 


Background Info... v. 114 

This verse refers to the idol- 
worshippers of the Quraysh tribe, who 
used to prevent the Muslims from 
praying near the Ka’bah in Mecca, and 
who later prevented them from coming 
for pilgrimage after they fled to Medina. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


o is more oppressive than the 
one who forbids the calling of Allah's 
name in His houses of worship? Those 
who are eager to ruin them have no right 
to enter them save in fear (of Allah). 
They'll have nothing but disgrace in 
this world and a painful punishment in 
the next. (114] 



No way! Whoever submits his face 
before Allah and does what's right will be 
allowed to enter the Garden, and they'll 
have no reason to fear nor regret. 11121 

The Jews say," The Christians have no 
basis (for their teachings)," and the 
Christians say, "The Jews have no basis 
(for their teachings)." 

Yet, both groups claim to study the 
same Book! Those who have no 
knowledge talk like that. Allah will judge 
between them in their dispute on the Day 
of Assembly. [113] 


Allah is Everywhere 


Background Info... v. 115 

When the Muslims in Medina were 
asked to turn away from Jerusalem in 
their prayers in favor of facing the 
Ka'bah in Mecca, some Jews complained 
about it. This verse was revealed as an 
answer. 


o Allah belongs the East and the West; 
wherever you turn - there He is I 

He's ever-present 
and full of knowledge, msi 


37 








Allah has no Children 

The (Christians) claim that Allah has 
(given birth) to a son! All glory to Him! 
No way! Everything in the heavens and 
the earth belongs to Him, and everything 
is compliant to His will, me] 

He originated the heavens and the 
earth, and when He gives an order, He 
only has to say, "Be," and it is! nwi 

Don't Disrespect Allah 


Background Info... v. 118 

An idol-worshipper named Rafi’ ibn 
Huraymilah asked the Prophet the 
question that follows in the verse below. 
(At-Tabari) 


Those who have no knowledge ask, 
"So why doesn't Allah speak to us or 
show us proof (of His existence)?" 


That's what those who came before 
them said, for their hearts are all the 
same. To those who are firm in their 
convictions, We've shown Our signs 
already, ms] 


What of the People of the Past? 


Background Info... v. 119 

The Prophet said out loud one day, 
“If only I knew what my ancestors have 
done.” This verse was revealed in 
comment. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


We sent you, (Muhammad) with 
the truth so that you could give good 
news and also so you could warn. You 
won't be held responsible for the 
companions of the burning blaze, umi 



They will never Stop Trying 
to Turn You to their Ways 


Background Info... v. 120-121 

The Jews of Medina and Christians of 
Najran were trying to influence the 
Prophet towards their own positions, 
thinking that, as Islam was growing, they 
might be able to influence its course. 

These verses were revealed in 
response, informing the Prophet that he 
should not follow either side, but rather 
listen only to Allah and what He reveals. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 



Jews and the Christians will 


never be satisfied with you until you 
adopt their values. 
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Say to them," The guidance of Allah is 
the only true guide." If you were to give 
in to them even after His truth has come 
to you, then you would have no best 
friend or helper who can save you apart 
from Allah. 11201 

Those to whom We've given scripture 
(in the past,) and who follow it as it 
should be followed, believe in it sincerely, 
but whoever rejects it - they will be the 
ones who will lose, imi 

Children of Israel! Remember the 
blessings that I bestowed upon you 
and how I favored you above all other 
nations. 11221 

So then protect yourselves against a 
day when no soul will be able to help 
another, when no intercession will be 
accepted, nor any payment (offered) will 
sway nor any help come. [1231 

Abraham Establishes 
a House of Wroship in Mecca 


Background Info... v. 124 

Prophet Abraham is a central figure in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. He lived 
about four thousand years ago in 
Mesopotamia, a land that is called Iraq 
today. 

After he chose to surrender himself 
to Allah, he was rewarded with 
prophethood. Soon he took his family 
and followers on a long journey through 
the western Fertile Crescent as nomads. 


He had two main sons, Ishmael and 
Isaac. He settled the first son in west- 
central Arabia while the second son 
remained with him in southern Syria or 
Palestine. 


to mind that Abraham was 
tested by his Lord with certain rules, 
which he completed, so (Allah revealed) 
to him, “I'm going to make you a leader 
among the people (of the world)." 

To which he inquired, "And of my 
descendants, too?" 



(Allah) answered, "(Yes), but My 
pledge will not include any wrongdoers 
(among them )." 11241 


Background Info... v. 125 

The “House” mentioned in this verse 
is the Ka’bah, or ‘Cube.’ It is a small 
square building in Mecca that stands on 
the site where Abraham and his son built 
the world's first place of worship 
dedicated only to the One Unseen God - 
a place which was meant for all people 
who believe in the One True God. 
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It must be remembered that 
Abraham was a nomad at this time, so 
for him to build a permanent structure 
was a very sacred and meaningful thing. 
The Arabic word maqam means a place 
of standing, and it refers to an imprinted 
stone near the Ka'bah upon which 
Prophet Muhammad said that Abraham 
used to stand in worship. 

One day, the Prophet took hold of 
the hand of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and 
pointed to the imbedded footprint on 
that stone and said, “That is the station 
(or ‘place 1 ) of Abraham." ‘Umar replied, 
“Should we also make it a place of 
prayer?" 

The Prophet answered him, saying, 
“That has not been given to me as a 
command.” Before the sun set that day, 
this verse came down commanding the 
Prophet to pray there. After that, the 
custom of the Prophet was that after he 
would walk around the Ka'bah seven 
times praising Allah, he would go to the 
maqam of Abraham and pray a two-unit 
prayer. ( Zamakhshari ) 


And remember that We established 
the House to be a peaceful place of 
gathering (for all) people, so take 
Abraham's place (of worship) as your 
own. 

We did indeed arrange for Abraham 
and (his son) Ishmael to cleanse (and 
maintain) My House for (the sake of) 
those who walk around it, who rest by it 
to think, or who bow down and prostrate 
themselves (to Allah in prayer), [us] 

Remember that Abraham said, "My 
Lord, make this settlement a tranquil 


place, and bless its citizens who have faith 
in Allah and the Last Day with the fruits 
(of Your bounty )." 

(Allah) answered, "I will also provide 
(prosperity) for a while to its citizens who 
cover over (their awareness 
of the truth), before / put 
upon them the punishment 
of the Fire - the worst 
destination of all!" U26i 

Remember when Abraham and 
Ishmael were raising the foundations of 
the House, Abraham said: 

"Accept this from us, Our Lord, for You 
are indeed the Hearing and the Knowing. 
Our Lord! 

"Help us to submit (to Your will), and 
also make our descendants a submissive 
community towards You. 

"Show us the places where we must 
perform our rituals, and accept our 
repentance, for You are indeed the 
Acceptor of Repentance and the 
Merciful." mi-m 

"Our Lord! Raise messengers from 
among our descendants who will convey 
Your signs. 

"Teach them the holy revelation, give 
them wisdom and purify them, for You 
are truly the Powerful and the Wise." [ 129] 
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Abraham's Values and 
Traditions came before Judaism 


Background Info... v. 130-134 

This passage was revealed when 
some Jews went to the Prophet in 
Medina and told him that when he was 
dying, Jacob asked his children to follow 
religious practices that were equivalent 
to what they (the Jews of Medina) were 
practicing in their own times. 


o would turn away from the 
way of Abraham except for the one who 
would tarnish his own soul? As it 
happened, We specifically chose him in 
this world, and in the next life he's going 
to be among the righteous. 11301 

When his Lord said, "Submit," he 
replied,"/ submit myself to You, the Lord 
of All the Worlds." [mi 

Abraham left this legacy to his 
descendants, as did (his grandson) Jacob, 
who said, "My children, Allah has chosen 
this way of life for you, so don't leave this 
(earthly) life unless you're surrendered (to 
Allah)." [i 32 ] 



Did you witness Jacob's final moments 
before death? " What will you serve after 
I'm gone?" he asked his children. 

"We're going to serve your God, "they 
answered, "and the God of your fathers, 
of Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac, the One 
True God, and to Him we submit." 1133] 

That community has long since passed 
away. They will be paid back for what 
they did, as you will be for what you do, 
and you won't be asked about what they 

did. [i 34 ] 

True Religion came before 
Judaism and Christianity 


Background Info... v. 135-137 

In a public dispute, the leaders of the 
Jews of Medina and some visiting 
Christians from Najran tried to convince 
Muhammad ( P ) to join their religion. 

The Jews said that Moses was the 
best prophet, and that the Torah was the 
best book, while the Christians likewise 
talked about Jesus and his Gospel. 

They disagreed with each other and 
also chose not to accept Muhammad’s ( P ) 
message. This passage was revealed as a 
result. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


They say, "Be a Jew," or "Be a 
Christian and be saved." Say to them, 
"Noway! We follow the creed of 
Abraham, the natural monotheist, and he 
never made partners (with God)." [us] 
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Then say to them," We believe in God 
and in what He sent down to us and to 
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and the 
tribes (of Israel). 

"(We believe in the message) given to 
Moses and Jesus and in (the messages) 
given to all the other prophets from their 
Lord. We regard each of them as equally 
authentic, and we surrender ourselves to 
God." ii 36 ] 



If they come to believe as you do, then 
they will have found guidance, but if they 
turn away, (then know) that they're 
splitting away (from Allah's religion). 

Even still, Allah is enough protection 
against them, for He's the Hearing and 
the Knowing. [137] 

Where is the Proof? 


(Day to the Christians:)) 

"We've (baptized) ourselves with the 
color of Allah, and what better color is 
there? He's the only One whom we 
serve." [i 38 ] 

Then ask them," Why are you arguing 
with us about (the nature of) Allah, when 
He's the Lord of us both? 

"You’re responsible for your actions, 
even as we're responsible for ours, 
though we're more sincere to Him (than 
you). ii 39 ] 

“Or are you saying that Abraham, 
Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and the tribes (of 
Israel) were Jews and Christians?" 

Ask them, "Doyou know more than 
Allah?” 

Who is more wrong than the one who 
hides the evidence from Allah that he has 
with him? Allah is not unaware of what 
you're doing, guo] 

That was a community that has long 
since passed away. 

They will be paid back for what they 
did, as you will be for what you do, and 
you won't be asked about what they did. 

(141) 


Background Info... v. 138 

This verse is a reference to the habit 
of some Arab Christians who used to add 
a dye to the water they used for baptism. 
The idea was that the new color signified 
their new faith. This verse makes a word¬ 
play on that practice. 
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A Change of Focus 
from Old Religions to Islam 


Background Info... v. 142-152 

When the Muslims were living in 
Mecca, and for about a year after that in 
Medina, they faced towards Jerusalem 
(far to the north) whenever they prayed. 
It may have been a way to make a 
statement to the Meccans that the 
Ka'bah shrine, filled with idols as it was, 
was being misused. In any case, the 
Prophet always expressed his desire to 
face the Ka'bah in prayer, and he used to 
pray to Allah about it. 

Very early in the year 624, the 
Prophet received a new commandment 
from Allah (verse 2:144) that directed him 
to turn away from Jerusalem and ever 
after to face towards Mecca in prayer, a 
change for which the Prophet had been 
wishing for some time. (Note that verses 142 
and 143 were revealed after verse 144.) 

As the news spread throughout the 
neighborhoods of Medina and the 
surrounding countryside over the 
following days, people generally obeyed 
the new dictate, but a small amount of 
confusion ensued among some of the 
less fervent Muslims. 

To the more thoughtful believers, 
however, this change showed them that 
the time to purify the shrine in their old 
hometown would soon be at hand. 


The foolish among the people now 
ask," Why have the faithful now changed 
their usual direction of prayer (from 
Jerusalem in the north to Mecca in the 
south)?' 


Say to them, "To Allah belongs the 
East and the West; He guides whomever 
He wills to the straight path." [M2] 


Background Info... v. 143 

Some people passed away before the 
change in the prayer direction was 
ordered. Their relatives went to the 
Prophet and asked if their deceased 
relatives were deficient in their record of 
good deeds and prayers on account of 
not having ever prayed facing towards 
Mecca. This verse was revealed to let 
them know that Allah will not let their 
past good deeds go to waste. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


And so it is that We have made you 
into a moderate community so you 
can be a witness to all people, even as the 
Messenger is a witness to you. 



We first made you pray in 
the (unusual) direction of 
(Jerusalem) to test which of 
you would truly follow the 
Messenger and which of you 
would not. 

(The switch towards 
Mecca) was indeed a tough 
(change to make), though not for the 
ones who were guided by Allah. 


Allah won't let your (previous prayers 
that showed your true) faith go to waste, 
for Allah is kind and merciful to all 
people. [M 3 ] 
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We've seen you look to the sky for 
guidance, so now We'll turn you towards 
a more pleasing direction. 

Now you can turn your face towards 
the Sacred Masjid (in Mecca), so turn your 
faces towards it wherever you happen to 
be. 

The Followers of Earlier Revelation can 
see the proper reasoning in this from 
their Lord, and Allah is not unaware of 
what they're doing, [uq 



However, even if every convincing 
proof were presented to them, they still 
wouldn't join with you in your direction 
(of prayer), nor you with them. 

They can't even agree amongst 
themselves about a direction. If you were 
to follow their whims, even after 
everything that's come to you, then you 
would clearly be in the wrong, [us] 


Those to whom We gave revelation (in 
the past) know the criteria for this, even 
as they know their own children; yet, 
some still cover the truth knowingly! [wsi 

(Remember that) truth comes from 
your Lord alone, so don't be in doubt 
about it. ii 47 ] 

Everyone has a goal 
that he turns toward, 
so make your goal 
the doing of good 
wherever you are. 

Allah will bring you 
all together (one day), 
for He has final power 
over all things, ims] 

No matter from where you start out, 
face towards the Sacred Masjid (in 
prayer). It's the honest truth from your 
Lord, and He's not unaware of what 
you're doing. [i49] 

So no matter from where you start out, 
face the Sacred Masjid (in prayer), and 
wherever you may be turn your faces 
willingly to avoid public disagreements. 
Only wrongdoers will argue further. 

Don't be of them; fear Me 

instead, and I will shower My grace and 
guidance down upon you, usoi even as 
We've already sent one of your own kind 
as a messenger so he could read Our 
(revealed) verses to you and purify you, as 
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well as teach you scripture and wisdom 
and knowledge that you didn't know 
before, [mj 

So remember Me, and I'll remember 
you. Give thanks, and don't cover over 
(the faith that dwells within your heart). 

[152] 

You will be Tested 


Background Info... v. 153-154 

After the Battle of Badr, which was 
fought between the Meccans and the 
Muslims of Medina in 624 CE, some 
people suggested that the people who 
died left this world and have no more 
good coming to them. This passage was 
revealed in response. ( Asbab ui-Nuzul) 


you who believe! Seek courage 
with perseverance and prayer, for Allah is 
with the persevering. ns3] Don't say that 
those who've been killed in the path of 
Allah are dead. No, they're living (in the 
next realm), though you might not 
perceive it. [154] 

Be sure that We're going to test you in 
some things like fear, hunger and loss of 
wealth and self, and also in the fruits (of 
your labor), but give good news to those 
who patiently persevere, [155] who say, 
when stricken with adversity," To Allah we 
belong , and to Him we return." tisei 


The blessings and mercy of their Lord 
are upon them, and they're the ones who 
are truly guided, [is?] 

Walk between the Hills on Hajj 


Background Info... v. 158 

Now we learn something about the 
Islamic ritual of the Hajj , or Pilgrimage to 
Mecca. It is a required, once-in-a-lifetime 
journey for every adult Muslim male and 
female who can afford it and is physically 
fit enough to travel. 

There are many parts to the week- 
long event, and the two hills mentioned 
in this verse are the same small hills that 
Hagar, the mother of Ishmael, ran 
between seven times in her desperate 
search for water before there was a city 
there. 

The people of Medina used to avoid 
walking between those hills during pre- 
Islamic days (when they visited Mecca 
for pilgrimage for their idols), for they 
thought it was a unique tradition of the 
Quraysh. 

Some of the Meccan converts, as 
well, stopped performing rituals there 
because there was some concern about 
the fact that the idol-worshipping 
Quraysh had built alters dedicated to 
two of their idols, Isaf and Na’ilah, on 
each hilltop. 

The Muslims asked the Prophet about 
it, and this verse was revealed in 
response, saying that it was a valid part 
of the pilgrimage (though when the 
Muslims gained control over Mecca they 
removed the idols). ( ibn Kathir) 
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( I he two hills) of Safa and Marwah 
are symbols of Allah. Whoever makes a 
pilgrimage to the House, or who visits (at 
other times), is not guilty if he walks 
between them. Whoever does good for 
goodness' sake will always find 
appreciation with the knowing Allah, nssi 

Those who hide the evidence and the 
guidance that We've sent down - 
(especially) after it's already been made 
clear to people in the scripture - are 
condemned by Allah and those who have 
the right (to condemn), us 9 ] except for 
those who repent, reform themselves and 
proclaim the truth, for in that case they'll 
be forgiven. Truly, I am the Acceptor of 
Repentance and the Merciful, ueoi 

Those who cover over (their awareness 
of the truth) and then leave this life while 
actively trying to cover it over, will have 
to suffer the disapproval of Allah, the 
angels and of all people combined, ueij 
They will stay that way, and their suffering 
won't lessen nor will it end. ii62] 

The Signs of Allah 


Background Info... v. 163-164 

When verse 2:163 was revealed, some 
pagans (in Medina) marveled at it. One 
of them remarked, “There’s only one 
Cod? Then let Him reveal a verse for us if 
He’s so truthful.” Then verse 2:164 came 
to the Prophet, and he recited it.” 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Your god is One God; there is no 
god but He, the Compassionate, the 
Source of Mercy. U 63 i 



Truly, within the creation 
of the heavens and the earth, 
in the alternation of night and day, 
in the sailing of ships through the sea for 
people to profit and trade, 
in the water sent down by Allah 
for the dry land to live, 
in the diversity of creatures, 
in the changing patterns of the clouds 
and winds between the earth and sky: 
in all of these things 
are signs for the wise, umi 


Yet, even still there are people who 
would make others equal with Allah. 
They love them as much as they should 
love Him, but the love of the faithful for 
Allah is far stronger. 
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If only the wrongdoers could glimpse 
the penalty that awaits them, then they 
would finally realize that all power 
belongs to Allah and that Allah is a stern 
punisher, nes] 

(On the Day of Judgment), those who 
were followed will distance themselves 
from their (hapless) followers. 

They'll see the punishment waiting 
there just for them, and they'll break all 
bonds with them, ueei 

Then their (frightened) followers will 
cry out (in bewilderment)," If only we had 
the chance again, just as they're leaving 
us now, we would've left them!" 

(However, there's no going back), and 
so they'll be shown their evil deeds and 
be filled with utter regret. There will be 
no escape from the Fire. [i 67 ] 

Keep Your Food Pure 

A„ you people! Eat only what is 
lawful and wholesome. Don't follow in 
the footsteps of Shaytan, for he's clearly 
your enemy, uesi 

He'll order you to indulge in evil and 
shameful behavior and to speak (lies 
against) Allah that you can't even 
imagine. [i 69 ] 


Old Habits are No Justification 


Background Info... v. 170-171 

The reply quoted here in verse 170 
was made by a group of Jews to the 
Prophet after he had invited them to 
Islam. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


en they're asked to follow what 
Allah has revealed, they say, “No way! 
We'll hold on to the traditions of our 
ancestors." 


What! Even though their ancestors 
had no sense, nor any guidance? [170] 

The example of trying to reach them is 
like a shepherd shouting (words of 
wisdom) to sheep. They're deaf, dumb, 
blind and devoid of sense! [mi 

What is Forbidden to Eat? 

you who believe! Eat of the 
wholesome things that We've provided 
for you, and give thanks to Allah, that is if 
you truly serve Him. 0.72] 
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He's only forbidden you from eating 
animals that have died by themselves, 
blood, pork and (anything) that was 
dedicated to (idols) instead of Allah. 

However, if one of you has no choice 
but to eat of these things, without 
wanting to, nor returning to them (after 
your desperate situation is over), then 
he's not guilty of sin, for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful, [mi 

Those who hide the revelations of 
Allah and gain a little something by doing 
it are eating nothing but fire. Allah won't 
address them on the Day of Assembly, 
nor will He purify them, for a painful 
punishment will await, [mi 

They're the ones who've bought 
mistakes instead of guidance and 
punishment instead of pardon. How 

eagerly do they seek the Fibers, 

That's because while Allah was 
revealing the scripture truthfully, they 
were arguing against the scripture and 
increasing in their opposition, inei 

What is the Foundation of Faith? 

Righteousness isn't turning towards 
the East or the West. Righteousness is 
believing in Allah, the Last Day, the 
angels, the scriptures and the prophets. 
(Righteousness) is spending of your 
wealth, for love of Him, on relatives, 


orphans, the poor, travelers, and on those 
who ask (for help). 

(Righteousness) is freeing slaves, 
establishing prayer, giving in charity, 
fulfilling your agreements, and being 
patient in danger, hardship and adversity. 
These (people) affirm the truth and are 
mindful (of their Lord). [\rn 

What about Revenge? 


Background Info... v. 178-179 

There was a street fight in Medina 
between some men of different clans, 
and the stronger group yelled at the 
other, saying that they would kill a free 
man of theirs in revenge if one of their 
own slaves were killed or that they 
would kill a man of them if one of their 
own women were killed. 

This was an Arabian custom known as 
retaliation in which any harm done to 
one member of one’s own tribe or clan 
would be harshly repaid on the family or 
associates of those who did it. 

When news of this public challenge 
reached the Prophet, these verses were 
revealed that laid out the idea that only 
the one guilty of a crime should be 
punished and that going overboard in 
demanding excessive revenge was 
wrong. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


An you who believe! In the event of 
a murder being committed, fair 
retribution is in order, (but only the 
murderer shall be held to account). 
Whether a free man is guilty of 
murdering another free man, or a servant 
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of a servant, or even a woman of a 
woman, (no one except the one who did 
the crime may be punished). 

But if a relative (of the victim) chooses 
to forgive the guilty (person), then he 
should be dealt with fairly and should 
settle a penalty to be paid with gratitude. 
This is a compromise from your Lord and 
a mercy. 

After this, whoever goes beyond the 
limit (by taking revenge on the innocent, 
in spite of this clear directive,) will be 
punished severely, ins] 

(Innocent) lives are protected through 
the law of fair retribution, so the sensible 
among you will restrain themselves. [1791 

Making a Will 



It's the duty of every believer who 
owns property to make a will when he (or 
she) is near death, and he should 
bequeath fairly to his parents and next of 
kin. This is binding upon everyone who is 
mindful (of their duty to Allah). usoi 


If anyone changes the will after 
learning of it, (then know that) they'll be 
guilty and accountable, and Allah hears 
and knows all things, [mi 

However, if someone feels that the 
deceased was unfair to him, then he may 
bring about a (legal) settlement, and he 
won't earn any guilt, for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful, hki 

The Month of Ramadan 


Background Info... v. 183 

The Islamic style of fasting is a dawn to 
dusk abstention from food, liquids and 
intimate relations. Lying, cheating or 
fighting can also ruin a person’s fast. 

This month-long training teaches 
Muslims to maintain those good habits of 
moral behavior and control over their bodily 
needs for the rest of the year. Previously 
revealed religions have also contained a 
fasting component, and the principle is not 
new. 

Learning to control the body and its 
desires is the path to lifting up the heart and 
mind, and that is the goal of taqwa, or 
mindfulness of Allah. 


you who believe! Fasting is 
prescribed for you, even as it was 
prescribed upon those before you, so you 
can increase your mindfulness (of Allah). 

[ 183 ] 

(Observe the fast for) a set number of 
days, but if someone is ill or on a long 
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journey then he can make up the days he 
missed later. 

Anyone who would have an 
exceptional hardship from fasting (has 
the option) to make up for it by feeding 
the poor instead, and if someone freely 
gives more than he must, it's that much 
better for him! Fasting is indeed good for 
you, if you only knew, ww] 

Ramadan is the month in which the 
Qur'an (began) to be revealed as a source 
of guidance for all people, as clear 
evidence of the truth and as the standard 
of (right and wrong). 



So when you see the new moon 
(signaling the start of Ramadan), fast the 
entire month, though the very ill and 
those traveling should fast (later when it's 
more convenient to do so), for Allah 
wishes ease and not hardship. 

Complete the fast, and praise Allah for 
His guidance, so you can learn to be 
thankful, uss] 


Don't be Afraid that Allah won't 
Notice You 


Background Info... v. 186 

A visitor from a far village went to the 
Prophet and asked if Allah was far away, 
thus requiring people to shout loudly in their 
supplications to be heard by Him, or if He 
was near, in which case people could 
whisper to Him. The Prophet remained 
silent and did not answer. Then this verse 
came to him, and he recited them aloud. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


en My servants ask you 
about Me, / am near, 
and / listen to every caller 
the moment he calls upon Me. 

So let them also listen 
to My call and believe in Me 
so they can follow the right way. |W6] 

Allowances after Nightfall 


Background Info... first half v. 187 

When fasting was first introduced as 
a personal duty, there was some 
confusion in the community in Medina 
about what was allowed for them to do 
after sunset. When ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
complained one day about his confusion, 
this Qur'anic verse was revealed. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


You (men) are allowed to approach 
your wives during the nights of Ramadan. 
They're like a garment for you, and you're 
like a garment for them. 
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Allah knows what you were doing in 
secret among yourselves, so He turned to 
you and forgave you. Now you may 
approach your wives and seek what Allah 
has allowed. 

(You may) eat and drink until the white 
thread of dawn appears distinct from its 
black thread. Then fast until the night 
approaches again, but abstain from your 
wives (even at night) when you're in 
retreat in the masjids for deeper worship. 

These are the rules set by Allah so 
keep well within them. He makes His 
(revealed) verses clear for people so they 
can (learn to be) mindful (of Him). [i 87 i 

Don't bring Ruin upon Each Other 


Don 't eagerly consume each other's 
wealth in wasteful pursuits or try to bribe 
those in authority, hoping to consume 
unlawfully the property of others, ties] 

How can We Use the Moon? 


Background info... first half of v. 189 

Mu’adh ibn Jabal asked the Prophet 
about crescent moons and why they 
followed the paths that they did. The 
first part of this verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


en they ask you what the new 
moon signifies, tell them, "You can use it 
to calculate the date for people and to 
regulate the pilgrimage rites." 

There is no Good in Sneaking 


F.Y.I. 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca had a 
strange custom. After they completed 
some religious rituals, they would go 
home and enter their homes through a 
side window, rather than the front door. 
This verse uses this practice to make a 
wider point to be direct and not sneaky. 


now that) there's no virtue in going 
"through the back door." Virtue comes 
from listening to Allah, so go "through 
the front door," (and conduct your affairs 
openly). Be mindful of Allah so you can 
prosper, nag 


Background Info... v. 188 

Two men argued about the 
ownership of a strip of land near the 
edge of Medina. One of them was using 
dishonest means to take possession of 
the land that he knew was not his. 

The Prophet asked both men to 
swear to Allah about their claims, but 
before the dishonest man swore his 
oath, the Prophet recited verse 3:77 
which reminded him of the dire 
consequences of dishonesty. 

The dishonest man then refused to 
swear to Allah about his claim. The 
Prophet found in favor of the original 
owner, and this verse was revealed, 
warning people not to attempt to seize 
what was not lawfully theirs. ( Asbab ul- 
Nuzul) 
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When can You Defend Yourself? 


Background Info... v. 190-195 

This passage was revealed six years 
after the Prophet and his followers had 
left hostile Mecca for the safer refuge of 
Medina. One night the Prophet had seen 
himself in a dream leading religious 
pilgrims back to Mecca to perform a 
pilgrimage. 

After a large party of Muslims, led by 
Muhammad, appeared in the hills outside 
of Mecca, the alarmed Meccans kept the 
Muslims from entering the city, even 
though it was a customary Arab truce 
month. 

Some Muslims were concerned that 
the hostile Meccans might take the 
opportunity to attack them; however, a 
Meccan envoy concluded a truce deal 
with the Prophet. (That pact is known as the 
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. See chapter 48.) 

This treaty stipulated that the 
Muslims had to turn back and would not 
be allowed to complete their journey to 
Mecca that year, but the following year 
they would be allowed to enter the city 
for three days to perform their 
pilgrimage rites. 

As the following year approached, 
there was some discussion and concern 
among the Muslims as to whether or not 
the pagan Quraysh would continue to 
uphold their end of the bargain. This 
passage was revealed about this 
concern, and it informed the Prophet 
that if the Meccans went back on the 
deal and attacked the pilgrims on their 
journey, they had prior permission to 
fight back if necessary. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


in the way of Allah those who 
fight you, but don't go beyond the limits 


(of decency and humane conduct), for 
Allah has no love for those who go 
beyond the limits. [i9oj 

Fight the (the idol-worshippers) 
wherever they're found, and drive them 
out from where they drove you out, for 
oppression is worse than death, but don't 
engage them at the Sacred Masjid (in 
Mecca), unless they attack you there first. 



If they do, then slay them, for that's 
the reward of those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth and do wrong on 
account of it), am 

Though if they stop their aggression, 
(then remember that) Allah is forgiving 
and merciful. 11923 

If they continue to practice oppression, 
then fight them until oppression is no 
more and Allah's way of life prevails. 

If they seek peace, then you seek it as 
well; yet, continue to pursue the 
(persistent) wrongdoers (among them). 

[ 193 ] 
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On the Sacred Months 


Background Info... v. 194 

Arabian custom, purported to trace 
its roots to Abraham and Ishmael, held 
that four months of the year were 
sacred, in which all tribal feuds, wars and 
hostilities were to cease to allow pilgrims 
to complete their visits to shrines 
throughout the land. 

The Ka'bah in Mecca was the most 
important of them all. The months of 
Dhul Qa'dah, Dhul Hijjah and Muharram 
were reserved for the major pilgrimages 
to Mecca, which would encompass many 
days of strict devotion, while the month 
of Rajab was reserved for minor 
pilgrimages of a few days. 


Now about the sacred months: for 
the sacred months and all other restricted 
things, there is the law of fair retribution. 

And so, if one of (your enemies) goes 
out of bounds against you (during those 
truce months), then you may retaliate 
likewise against him. Be mindful of Allah, 
and know that He's with those who 
practice self-restraint. [i94j 

Don't Abandon Allah's Cause 


Background Info... v. 195 

Some years after the Prophet passed 
away, a Muslim army was fighting the 
Byzantines not far from Constantinople. 
One of the Prophet's companions, a 
native of Medina, rushed into the enemy 
lines and broke through. 


Some Muslims who were watching 
from a different area of the battlefield 
told Abu Ayyoub al-Ansari that that man 
was throwing himself into destruction. 
Abu Ayyoub said, “We understand the 
meaning of a verse (from the Qur'an) 
better than you, for it was revealed 
about usfHelDersT.. 

‘When Islam became strong, we, the 
Helpers, met together and said, ‘Allah 
has honored us with being the 
companions of His Prophet and in 
supporting him until Islam became 
victorious... We had before neglected 
the needs of our families, estates and 
children. Warfare has ceased, so let us 
go back to our families...' 

‘So this verse was revealed about us, 
and the ‘destruction' refers to staying 
with our families and estates and 
abandoning struggle (in Allah's cause).'' 
(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, Nisa'i) 


Don't hesitate to use your own 
resources in the struggle, and don't cause 
your own destruction from greed. Do 
what is right, for Allah loves those who do 
good. 1195] 

Perform the Pilgrimage to Mecca 


Background Info... first half v. 196 

Thus we are introduced to the Islamic 
ritual of pilgrimage, or Hajj. This is the 
famous journey to Mecca that all able- 
bodied and financially capable Muslims 
must make at least once in their life. The 
official pilgrimage is held in the first part 
of the month named Hajj , while 
pilgrimages performed outside of that 
month are counted as extra merit. 
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There are a number of religious rites 
to be performed during the pilgrimage, 
with the main goals being to gain greater 
insight into the shortness of this life and 
also to bring home the reality of our 
ultimate return to Allah. 


Perform the major pilgrimage and the 
minor pilgrimage in the service of Allah, 
though if you're prevented, then send an 
affordable offering instead. (Know that 
no one should) shave their heads until the 
offering has reached the appointed place. 



Some Exemptions 

for Special Circumstances 


Background Info... 2nd half v. 196 

There is an allowance for the person 
who cannot wait until the end of the 
week-long Hajj to shave his hair due to a 
medical emergency. A man named Ka'b 
ibn ‘Urja was the catalyst for this part of 
the verse. 


He explained his story in the 
following words: “This (verse) was 
revealed about my situation in particular, 
but it is also for all of you in general. I 
was carried to Allah's Messenger, and 
the lice were falling in great numbers on 
mv face. 

‘The Prophet exclaimed, ‘I never 
thought your struggle (with lice) had 
become so serious as what I see. Can 
you afford a sheep?' I answered no, and 
then the Prophet said, ‘Fast for three 
days or feed six poor people, each with a 
small measure of food, and now shave 
your head.'" (Bukhari) 

So the man's pain was relieved, and 
he offered compensation for having to 
shave his head early. 


If one of you is sick or has something 
wrong with your scalp that makes shaving 
immediately necessary, then in 
compensation (for completing this part of 
the pilgrimage ritual too early), you can 
either do fasting, feed the poor, or offer 
something in sacrifice. 

However, when more stable 
circumstances allow you to perform the 
pilgrimage and lesser-pilgrimage (rituals 
as they should normally be done), then 
offer a sacrifice according to your means. 

Whoever doesn't have enough money 
(to purchase an animal for sacrifice) 
should fast for three days during the 
pilgrimage and seven days after he 
returns (home), completing ten. 
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This is ordained for all those who don't 
live near the Sacred Masjid. Be mindful 
(of your duty) to Allah, and know that 
He's severe in retribution, [we] 

Take up the Pilgrim's Garb 

months of pilgrimage are well 
known (to all). Whoever resolves to fulfill 
his duty within them, then there should 
be no intimate relations, immorality or 
arguing. Whatever good you do is well 
known to Allah. 

Provide for the journey, (but 
remember) that mindfulness (of Allah) is 
the best provision to take, so all you 
insightful people, be aware of Me! [197] 

Furthermore, there's nothing wrong in 
seeking the bounty of your Lord (through 
trade) during the pilgrimage. When you 
pour down into the plain of 'Arafah all 
together, remember Allah at the Sacred 
Monument. Remember Him as He 
showed you the way, for before this you 
were (a people) astray, umi 



Then move quickly along with the 
other people at the proper place, and ask 
Allah's forgiveness for your sins, for Allah 
is forgiving and merciful! (199] 

Remembrance of Allah 
in All Places 


Background Info... first half v. 200 

At the conclusion of their own 
pilgrimage rituals, the pagan Arabs used 
to hold a kind of rally on the plains of 
Mina in which each clan used to shout 
and boast about how great its ancestors 
were. This verse was revealed to ask the 
Muslims to turn their exuberant focus 
towards Allah. (ibnKathir) 


en you've finally completed the 
holy rituals, commemorate Allah - even as 
you used to commemorate your 
ancestors (before you were believers) - 
yet (do it) with far more passion and 
enthusiasm! 

There are some people who pray, "Our 
Lord, give us the best in this world," 
though they'll have no share in the next 
life. (2oo] 

While there are others who pray, "Our 
Lord, give us the best in this world, the 
best in the next life and protect us from 
the punishment of the Fire." 12011 

They will receive their share for their 
efforts, for Allah is quick to settle 
accounts! [2021 
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Remember Allah (during your 
pilgrimage at the plain of Mina) for the 
(three) appointed days, but if anyone 
hurries away after two days, it's not a sin, 
nor if he stays longer, as long as he 
guards (his conduct). Be mindful (of 
Allah) and know that you will all be 
gathered before Him (in the end). [203] 

The Temptations of Earthly Life 


Background Info... v. 204-206 

A Meccan pagan named Akhnas ibn 
Shariq ath-Thaqafi arrived in Medina one 
day and heaped praises upon the 
Prophet and Islam. He swore that his 
aim was to enter into Islam, and he 
swore to Allah that he was sincere. The 
Prophet was pleased with his words, but 
then ath-Thaqafi left the city without 
converting. 

Next, ath-Thaqafi began destroying a 
patch of crops and chopping off the legs 
of some cattle he found grazing nearby. 
He had only feigned sincerity and 
allegiance to the Prophet in order to 
mock him. This passage was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


ere's one kind of person who will 
try to dazzle you about this worldly life 
with his words, and he'll swear to Allah 
that he's sincere at heart, but he's the 
most determined enemy! pm] 

When he turns his back from you, he 
looks to make mischief everywhere he 
can in the world, and he goes around 


damaging crops and cattle- and Allah 
doesn't love disorder! [205] 



When he's told, "Be mindful of Allah," 
his arrogance causes him to go on 
sinning even harder. Hellfire is 
punishment enough for him - what a 
terrible place to rest! poej 


Background Info... v. 207 

The good man being referenced here 
is Suhayb ar-Rumi, a convert to Islam 
who wanted to flee Mecca for the safety 
of Medina. When he was leaving the 
city, a group of thugs from the Quraysh 
followed him and tried to seize him. 

He stood his ground and drew his 
bow saying, “People of Quraysh! You 
know well that Pm faster and more 
accurate than any of you with my bow. 

By Allah, none of you will be able to 
reach me before I let loose all my arrows, 
and I will fight the survivors with my 
sword. Make a choice: either fight here, 
or let me go, and I will tell you where I 
hid my money and property in Mecca.” 
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They agreed to let him go in 
exchange for his wealth, so Suhayb told 
them and later entered Medina poor and 
penniless. When the Prophet was 
informed of this he exclaimed, “The 
father of Yahiya made a bargain! He 
made a bargain!” (, M-Tabari) 


However, there's another kind of 
person who sells his life to earn Allah's 
pleasure, and Allah is kind to His servants. 

[ 207 ] 

Be Firm in Your Resolve 


Background Info... v. 208-211 

Ibn 'Abbas (d. 687) explained that 
this passage was revealed with regards 
to some Jewish converts to Islam who 
tried to harmonize their practice of Islam 
with what they used to practice of 
Jewish customs. And so they still held 
the Sabbath in esteem and forbade 
themselves from eating the milk or meat 
of certain animals that were forbidden in 
Judaism. 

Some other Muslims rebuked them 
for synthesizing the two faith traditions, 
but the Jewish converts felt they could 
do it, and when the matter was brought 
before the Prophet for resolution, they 
told him, “The Torah is the Book of God, 
too, so let us follow it, as well.” 

This passage was revealed telling 
them that they had to commit to God's 
last revelation wholeheartedly to be 
counted among the true believers. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


you who believe! Surrender 
yourselves to Allah completely, and avoid 
the path of Shaytan, for he's your clear 


enemy. If you backslide after knowing 
the truth, (it won't harm Allah in the 
least), for He's powerful and wise. 1208-209] 

So what are they waiting for - for Allah 
to appear in the billowing clouds with a 
host of angels to settle the matter once 
and for all? But all matters will go back 
to Allah in the end. 12101 

Ask the Children of Israel how many 
evident signs We sent them, though if 
anyone substitutes (something else for) 
Allah's (rules) after having received them, 
know that Allah is a SEVERE 
PUNISHER 12m 

This world is alluring to those who 
cover over (their awareness of the truth), 
and they scoff at those who believe. 
However, those who were mindful (of 
their duty to Allah) will be held higher on 
the Day of Assembly, for Allah will 
provide unlimited resources to whomever 
He wants. 12121 

All people were once a single 
community, and Allah raised messengers 
among them to give glad tidings (of 
Paradise) and also warnings (of Hellfire). 
He also sent the scriptures of truth to be 
a judge between people in their disputes. 

However, after the clear evidence 
came to them, those who received these 
(earlier) revealed messages, out of 
factionalism and pride, fell into 
disagreement. 
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Yet, by His grace, Allah guided the 
sincere believers out of their disputes and 
brought them to the truth, for Allah 
guides whomever He wants towards a 
straight path. [213] 

Be Prepared for Testing and Trial 


Background Info... v. 214 

This verse was revealed to console 
the Muslims who had arrived in Medina, 
having to leave behind in their 
hometown all their wealth and property, 
which were immediately seized by the 
pagans. Hardship is a way for Allah to 
help His sincere servants increase in their 
faith and become worthy of even greater 
favor and reward later on down the line. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


you think you could enter 
Paradise without experiencing what those 
before you did? 

They were tested through affliction 
and loss, and (some were) so shaken that 
even their messenger joined with them in 
crying," When will Allah's help arrive?" 
(Remember) that the help of Allah is 
always near! pmi 

XX/hat is Good Charity? 


Background Info... v. 215 

This verse was revealed when a 
wealthy man named Amr ibn al-Jamooh 
asked the Prophet, “How much should 
we give in charity, and upon whom 
Should we give it?” (Asbcb ul-Nuzul) 



1 hey ask you what they should spend 
(in charity). Tell them, "Anythingyou can 
give to help parents, relatives, orphans, 
travelers and the poor is good, and every 
good you do is known to Allah." pis) 

Fight, but Only 
in the Way of Allah 


Background Info... v. 216-218 

About two months before the Battle 
of Badr (624), the Prophet sent a small 
scouting party of eight men to gather 
intelligence about the intentions of the 
Quraysh. He instructed his men to spy 
on their caravans and attempt to gain 
news from them. Two days later, the 
scouts found a small caravan and 
pretended to be travelers on the road in 
order to mingle with them. 
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Some of the scouts suggested to 
their leader that it would be fortuitous 
for them to capture the caravan and 
return it to Medina. Accordingly, they 
seized two of its four overseers and 
directed the caravan away from the 
direction of Mecca. (A third caravan 
attendant named ‘Amrwas killed, while a 
fourth escaped and fled to Mecca.) 

After the scouting party returned 
home with the spoils, Muhammad angrily 
scolded them, saying, “I did not order 
you to fight during the sacred month.” 
Indeed, the attack might have occurred 
on the last day of the sacred month of 
Rajab. The Quraysh in Mecca complained 
very publicly that Muhammad broke the 
sacredness of the month, and they sent a 
delegation to Medina to confront him 
about it. 

Meanwhile, Muhammad arranged for 
the two captives to be freed, and he 
impounded the goods of the caravan, 
rather than distributing them to the 
impoverished immigrant Muslims from 
Mecca. (One of the ransomed captives 
decided to accept Islam, and he 
remained in Medina by choice.) 

The scouts, for their part, were 
mortified, and they were shunned and 
embarrassed. These verses were 
revealed as a response to the Quraysh 
delegation, who had asked why the 
Muslims would fight in the sacred truce 
months, and they pointed out that they 
had no right to claim injury when they 
had previously murdered and tortured so 
many Muslims for thirteen years in 
Mecca, adding insult to injury by seizing 
their wealth when they fled for their 
lives. After this passage was revealed, 
the Prophet ordered the booty to be 
distributed to the Muslims. (A&atnANuml) 
Another report says that he returned the 
caravan to the Quraysh. <***, 


Fighting (in the cause of Allah) is a 
duty laid down upon you, even though it 
might be unpleasant for you. However, 
you may hate something that's good for 
you and love something that's bad for 
you. Allah knows, and you don't 
(always) know (which is which), piei 


When they ask you about fighting in a 
sacred month, tell them, “Fighting in it is 
indeed wrong, but an even greater wrong 
in the sight of Allah is to discourage 
people from His way, to reject Him, and 
to keep people out of His Sacred Masjid, 
even driving out those who were already 
living there!" 


Oppression is worse than death, (and 
the oppressors, who will never tolerate 
your existence), will always seek to wage 
war against you until they make you give 
up your faith, if at all possible. 

(Just remember) that those who 
renounce their faith - and leave this life in 
a state of rejecting it - will have wasted 
their deeds in this world. 


In the next life, they'll be among the 
companions of the Fire. and that's 
where they're going to stay! 1217) 

Those who believe, however, and who 
suffer exile and strive in the cause of Allah 
can count on the mercy of Allah, for Allah 
is forgiving and merciful, pisi 
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Liquor and Gambling 
have More Harm than Good 


Background Info... v. 219 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (d. 644) and 
Mu'adh ibn Jabal asked the Prophet to 
give the community a definite ruling on 
intoxicants, pointing out that imbibing 
them caused drunkenness and 
debauchery. This verse was revealed to 
the Prophet, causing ‘Umar to ask for 
more clarification. 

Later on in Medina, verse 4:43 was 
revealed forbidding praying while drunk. 
Some time after that, ‘Umar asked for an 
even more definitive injunction, and 
verses 5:90-91 were revealed, forbidding 
all intoxicants categorically. (Ab uDawud, 
Tirmidhi) 


When they ask you about liquor 
and gambling, tell them, "There's both 
great harm and benefit in them for 
people, but the harm is greater than the 
benefit." 



When they ask you how much they 
should spend in charity, tell them, 

" Whatever you can spare." 

This is how Allah makes His verses 
clear so you can better understand (219] 
how they relate to this life and the next. 

Fairness to Orphans 


Background Info... v. 220 

When verses 4:10 and 6:152 were 
revealed concerning the importance of 
not wasting or stealing the property of 
an orphan, those who had orphans and 
their property under their care became 
very strict in keeping their possessions 
separate from the property of the 
orphans for whom they cared, so much 
so that they would even prepare meals 
for the orphans from separately owned 
ingredients. 

If the orphan children didn’t finish 
their food, the guardians used to set it 
aside until the orphan either ate it or it 
spoiled. Many such people went to the 
Prophet for they disliked the 
inconvenience and wastage, and this 
verse was revealed in response, which 
said that it wasn’t wrong to mix foods 
that were bought from the two different 
monetary sources. (Ibn Kathir) 


When they ask you about orphans, 
tell them," The best thing you can do is to 
help them. If you're their guardian, and 
you happen to mix your affairs with 
theirs, (never forget) that they're your 
brothers, (so keep track of their goods 
faithfully)." 
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Allah knows the troublemaker from 
the really good person. If Allah had 
wanted, He could've put you into as weak 
a position (as they), for Allah is powerful 
and wise. [220] 



Don’t Marry an Idol-worshipper 


Background Info... first part v. 221 

The Prophet sent a man named Abu 
Murthid Ghanawi to Mecca in order to 
bargain with the Quraysh for the 
freedom of some Muslim converts they 
had captured. 

While he was in Mecca, Abu Murthid 
saw an old mistress of his from pre- 
Islamic days named ‘Inaq. She wanted to 
have relations with him, but he refused 
her advances, explaining that, “Islam has 
come between you and me.” 

He did express a willingness to marry 
her, but wanted to confer with the 
Prophet first. Then he concluded his 
business with the Meccans and returned 
to Medina whereupon he asked the 
Prophet if he might marry ‘Inaq. 


The Prophet asked about her, and when 
he was informed that she was an idolater, the 
first sentence of this verse was revealed 
forbidding Muslims from marrying those who 

make oartners with Allah. 

(A sbab ul-Nuzul ) 


(IVlen), don't marry any women who 
make partners (with Allah) until they 
become believers. 


Background Info... last part v. 221 

As for the remainder of this verse, a 
man named ‘Abdullah ibn Rawaha had an 
African maidservant whom he slapped in 
anger one day. He felt remorseful and 
went to the Prophet for advice. The 
Prophet asked what her habits were, and 
‘Abdullah mentioned that she was a very 
pious Muslim who practiced the faith 
perfectly. 

The Prophet answered saying, 
‘“Abdullah, she is a true believer.” 
Whereupon ‘Abdullah swore that he 
would free her and marry her, and he 
did. Several people went to the Prophet 
thereafter and, thinking that ‘Abdullah 
had married a pagan maidservant, took it 
as a sign of the permission to marry 
pagans. They then asked the Prophet to 
let them marry pagan women to whom 
they were attracted, as well. This second 
part of this verse prohibiting marriage 
with pagan servants was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


A maidservant who has faith is better 
than an idol-worshipper, even though 
you may be strongly attracted to her. 
(Women), don't marry men who make 
partners (with Allah) until they believe. 
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A servant who has faith is better than 
an idol-worshipper, even though you may 
be fond of him. 



The influence (of idol-worshippers) will 
lead you to the Fire, while Allah calls you 
to the Garden and to His Own 
forgiveness. He makes His verses clear to 
people so they can be reminded. [221] 

An Intimate Prohibition 


Background Info... v. 222 

The Jews of Medina had a general 
habit of forcing their women to leave 
their homes when they were having their 
monthly times, and neither would they 
eat nor drink with them. 

Some local Arabs also adopted the 
custom. (Men from Mecca did not 
subscribe to this practice.) 

A mixed group of local and immigrant 
Muslim men, with this issue in mind, 
asked the Prophet about what was 
allowed and proper, and this verse was 
revealed in response, (/bn Kathir ) 


ey're asking you about monthly 
times, so tell them," This is a time of hurt 
and impurity for women, so don't be 
(intimate with them) until they're relieved 
of it. Then, after they’ve purified 
themselves, you may again go to them as 
allowed by Allah. Indeed, Allah loves the 
repentant, and He loves the pure." 12221 

Intimate Permissions 


Background Info... v. 223 

This verse was revealed because of a 
superstition among the Jews of Medina 
that said if married people did certain 
things then they would have children 
who were cross-eyed. This verse was 
revealed to stop this weird belief. 
(Tirmidhi) 


Your women are like your fertile 
fields, so cultivate them as you wish, but 
always do something beautiful 
beforehand (so they know that you love 
them). 
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Be aware (of your duty to Allah), 
knowing that you'll have to stand in His 
presence one day, so convey good news 
to the faithful. [223] 

Fairness during Times 
of Marital Trouble 


If they do (renounce their oath and 
reconcile with them), Allah is forgiving 
and merciful. 1226) Though if they're 
determined to initiate the divorce 
(proceedings, then remember that) Allah 
hears and knows (all things, so behave in 
a proper manner). [2271 


Background Info... v. 224-225 

This passage was revealed about the 
case of a man named ‘Abdullah who had 
sworn an oath to Allah to forsake his 
friend and refuse to reconcile with his 
wife. He went to the Prophet and 
received this ruling from Allah in answer. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzuf) It is assumed he then 
reconciled with both. 


On Divorce 


Background Info... first part v. 228 

Some companions, both male and 
female, had a variety of issues concerning 
divorce for which they wanted answers. 
This passage was revealed in response. 
(Ibn Kathir) 


Don't take the name of Allah as an 
excuse if the promise is against doing 
good, acting rightly or making peace 
among people, for Allah hears and knows 
(what you're doing). 1224] 


Divorced women should wait for 
three monthly cycles (before seeking 
remarriage). If they believe in Allah and 
the Last Day, then they shouldn't conceal 
(the news) of anything that Allah may 
have created in their wombs. 


Allah won't hold you responsible for 
(unrealistic) promises (or foolish things 
said) without forethought, but rather for 
the intentions in your hearts, for Allah is 
forgiving and forbearing. 12251 

Now, those (men) who swear (in 
anger) to abstain from (having intimate 
relations) with their wives (cannot 
prolong their period of abstinence for 
more than) four months (and must either 
begin divorce proceedings to set them 
free or reconcile with them). 


It would be best for their husbands to 
make up with them (in that case), if they 
were of a mind to (do that). (Remember 
that women) have rights, just as (men) do 
in all fairness, though men have been 
given an edge over them, and Allah is 
powerful and wise. [2281 

A divorce (pronouncement) can only 
be (revoked) twice. (After that) they must 
either (make up once and for all) and stay 
together lovingly, or (they must) end their 
relationship (in a spirit of) fairness. 
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Women are Allowed 
to Start a Divorce 


Background Info... last part v. 229 

The last part of this verse is taken as 
proof that women can initiate divorce 
against their husbands. It was revealed 
about the case of a woman named 
Habeebah bint Sahl who went to the 
Prophet and waited outside his door 
early one morning. 

When he came out of his house to 
attend the morning prayer, he noticed 
her and asked who she was. She replied, 
and then the Prophet asked her, “What’s 
the matter?” 

She answered, “(My husband) Thabit 
and I (are the matter). Messenger of 
Allah, I don’t criticize his practice of the 
religion or his personal habits, but after 
having accepted Islam, I don’t like being 
unappreciative (by disliking him, ignoring 
him and refusing his needs)." The 
Prophet then allowed her to divorce him 
upon her returning to him the garden he 
gave her as her dowry. (Bukhari, 1 bn Kath/r) 


You (men) are not allowed to take 
back anything you gave to (your wives), 
unless both sides fear breaking the rules 
set by Allah. If so, then there will be no 
sin on either of them if she returns 
something (of her dowry) to be free (of 
her husband). 

These are the rules set by Allah, so 
don't go beyond them; whoever (goes 
beyond) the rules set by Allah, they're 
truly in the wrong. [229] 


Don't Take Marriage 
and Divorce Lightly 

a man pronounces) divorce (against 
his wife the third, irrevocable time), then 
he cannot remarry her until after she's 
been married and divorced by another. 

If this condition is met, then there is 
nothing wrong for either of them if they 
reunite, intending to follow the rules of 
Allah. 

These are Allah's rules, clarified for 
those who understand. 12301 

When you (men initiate) divorce 
(proceedings against) women, and 
they've fulfilled the end of their waiting 
period, then either reconcile with them 
fairly and stay together, or let them go 
fairly. 

Don't take them back in order to be 
spiteful and cruel, for whoever does that 
brings corruption upon his own soul. 

Don't take Allah's verses lightly. 
Remember His favors upon you, and 
(contemplate the meaning of) what He 
revealed to you of the Book and the 
wisdom (that came along with it), as both 
of them are for your instruction. 

Be mindful of Allah, and know that 
Allah is well aware of everything (you do). 

[ 231 ] 


64 




Don't Prevent former of action, and Allah knows (why), even if 

Wives from Remarriage you don't know. 


Background Info... v. 232 

A man named Ma’qil ibn Yasar gave 
his sister in marriage to a man in the 
community, but the couple soon 
divorced. After some time passed, 
however, both the man and the woman 
began to miss each other, and they both 
desired to get married again. (The man 
had never said 'divorce' three times, so 
he was still eligible to remarry her again.) 

When the man approached Ma’qil 
and asked to remarry his sister once 
more, Ma’qil was outraged and said, 
“You thankless man! I honored you and 
married her to you, but you divorced her! 
By Allah! She will never be returned to 
you!” 

This verse was revealed to the 
Prophet concerning this situation, and 
when it was recited to Ma’qil, he said, “I 
hear and obey my Lord!” He then let the 
man remarry his sister, and he paid the 
compensation for having to break his 

VOW. ( Bukhari , Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, Bayhaqi ) So, 
this verse is a warning for family 
members who may try to stop a divorced 
couple from getting back together. 


When you've divorced women, and 
they've completed the waiting period, 
don't prevent them from marrying their 
former (husbands), if they've agreed with 
each other in a fair manner. 


This instruction is for all those among 
you who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day. That's the most wholesome course 


On Child Care and Maintenance 
Issues 


/Vlothers should nurse their children 
for two full years. This (time period) is for 
the one who can complete this term. 
(During this time, the father,) the one to 
whom the child was born, must support 
(the expenses of the child) according to 
his means, though no one will be forced 
to do more than he is able. 


Neither the mother nor the father 
should be treated unfairly on account of 
their child. This also applies to whoever 
must assume responsibility (in the event 
of the father's death). 



If both (parents) discuss and then 
agree to wean (the child before two years 
is up), and have consulted upon this, then 
there is no blame on them for that. 
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If you want to hire a nurse-maid for 
your children, there is no blame on you 
for that, either, provided that you pay 
(the wet-nurse) according to the 
reasonable (amount) that you agree 
upon. (Above all), be mindful of Allah, 
and know that Allah is watching whatever 
you do. P33] 

On Widows and Remarriage 

any of you (husbands) die leaving 
widows behind, then they must wait for 
four months and ten days (before they 
can remarry). 

When they've finished that term, then 
there will be no blame upon you if they 
honorably do as they please with 
themselves, and Allah is well-informed of 
what you do. p34] 



There's also no blame on (any of) you 
(men) if you propose (to a widow), nor (is 
there anything wrong if you secretly) 
desire (to marry one while she's still 


completing her waiting period). Allah 
already knows if you're thinking about 
them. 

Just don't make secret commitments 
unless you can speak to them in 
respectable terms, and don't finalize the 
marriage details until the appointed 
waiting period is over. 

Know that Allah is already aware of 
what's on your minds, so be wary of Him, 
and know that Allah is forgiving and 
forbearing. [235] 

Dowry Details 


Background Info... v. 236-237 

The Prophet married a woman named 
Umaymah bint Sharahil. After the 
wedding ceremony was finished, she was 
escorted to where the Prophet was 
sitting, and he extended his hand to her. 

She suddenly changed her mind and 
decided that she didn’t want to be 
married to the Prophet after all. 

The Prophet asked a man named Abu 
Usayd to give her some goods and the 
gift of two sets of clothes, and then she 
was released from the marriage bond. 

(Bukhari) 


ere's no blame on you in divorcing 
women before the consummation of 
marriage or the settling of the dowry, as 
long as (the bride) is compensated with a 
gift - the rich and poor as they're able. A 
fair gift is a duty upon those who want to 
do what's most proper. P 36 ] 
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However, if you divorce (a woman) 
before the consummation of marriage 
and after the settling of the dowry, then 
half of the dowry must be given to her 
unless she forgives it, or (the groom) in 
whose hand is the marriage tie chooses 
(to give her the full dowry). 



Giving the whole to her is closer to 
piety, so don't fail to be generous to each 
other, for Allah is watching whatever you 

dO. [237] 

Don't Neglect the Prayer 
even in Times of Fear 


Background Info... v. 238-239 

The prayer-time mentioned in this 
passage is usually thought to be the late- 
afternoon prayer, or ‘asr prayer. Usamah 
ibn Zayd, the son of the Prophet’s 
adopted son, explained the reason for 
this verse. 

He said that in Medina very few 
Muslims would come out to join the 
Prophet for the afternoon (zuhr) and late 
afternoon (‘asr) prayers on account of 
the heat or because of their business 
activities. 

This passage was revealed to remind 
them of the importance of not missing 
their prayers during the day even if they 
are concerned about other things. 


Guard the (times of) prayer, 
especially the middle prayer, and stand 
before Allah in a compliant fashion. 1238] 


If you feel threatened (by an enemy 
force should you pray in the normal way), 
then pray while standing or riding, but 
when you're in a secure place once more, 
then remember Allah in the way He 
taught you - in the way you didn't know 
before. [239] 

Provide Support for Widows 

Those (husbands) who leave widows 
behind them should provide for them (in 
their wills at least) a year's expenses and a 
place to stay. 

If (any widow) leaves (her home before 
that), then you won't be blamed for what 
they reasonably do with themselves. 
(Remember that) Allah is powerful and 
wise. [ 240 ] 


Divorced women should also be given 
reasonable maintenance. This is a duty 
for those who are mindful (of Allah). [24« 
That's Allah making His verses evident for 
you so you can understand (them better). 

[242] 
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Running from an 
Enemy won’t Save You 


Background Info... v. 243 

There is a story from the Jews that 
has been passed along in some of the 
books of Qur’anic commentary that this 
verse is referring to a group of Israelites 
who fled the plague in fear, only to die 
anyway. They were later restored to life 
upon the supplication of Prophet Ezekiel. 


Have you ever considered those who 
fled from their homeland in fear, thinking 
they would be safe? They numbered in 
the thousands! Therefore, (as a 
punishment for their cowardice), Allah 
said to them, "So die, anyway!" 

Then He restored them to life. Allah 
grants His favor to people, though most 
people are thankless. [ 243 j So fight in the 
cause of Allah (without fear that you 
might die), and know that Allah hears and 
knows (all things). [ 244 ] 

Support Allah's Cause 
with What He Gave You 


Background Info... v. 245 

After this verse was revealed, the 
Jews of the tribe of Banu Qaynuqa began 
to ridicule Islam, saying that 
Muhammad’s Cod was stricken with 
poverty. Verse 3:181 was revealed in 
response. Also see 5:64 and 36:47. 


Whois it that will lend to Allah a 
beautiful loan, which He will then 
redouble and increase many times? 

Allah is the One Who withholds 
(resources), and (He is the One Who) 
grants (bounty to His creatures, so never 
think you're doing Allah a favor by 
supporting His cause), for you're (all) 
going to go back to Him. p4S] 

The Children of Israel 
Ask for a King 


Background Info... v. 246-251 

Moses led the Israelites out of 
Egyptian bondage. His people disobeyed 
Allah when they were asked to enter 
Canaan and take possession of it from 
idol-worshippers. And so they were 
forced to wander in the desert for forty 
years. (See 5:20-26) 

When both Moses and that 
generation of disobedient adults passed 
away, Joshua became the leader of the 
people. They successfully entered the 
Promised Land and established their rule. 
For the next three centuries, however, 
the Israelites were disunited, often 
fought with one another, and adopted 
many pagan customs in the process. 

From time to time, leaders called 
Judges arose who imposed their 
authority over the wider community. 
Some of these Judges were even 
prophets. Samuel was the last great one 
among these authority figures, and he 
came at a time (approx. 11 th century BCE) 
when the Israelites demanded a strong 
king to unite them against their many 
enemies. 
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Have you ever considered the chiefs 
of Israel who came after (the time of) 
Moses? They said to a prophet (named 
Samuel), "Set up a king for us, and then 
we'll fight in the cause of Allah." 

(Samuel, sensing their duplicity), 
replied," And maybe when you're 
commanded to fight, you won't fight at 
all!" 

They (insisted they would, however), 
by saying," Why wouldn't we fight in the 
cause of Allah? We've been driven from 
our homes and families." 

Nonetheless, when it came time to 
fight, they turned back, save for a few 
among them. Allah knows who the 
wrongdoers are. [ 246 ] 

When their prophet told them, "Allah 
has chosen Saul to be your king," they 
objected, saying, "How can he be made 
our king when we're more qualified than 
he is to rule? He's not even rich enough!" 

"Allah has selected him over you," he 
answered, "and endowed him with 
knowledge and talent. Allah gives the 
right to rule to whomever He wants, and 
Allah is infinitely more knowledgeable 
(thanyou)." (2471 

Then their prophet said to them, 

" You'll see a sign to prove that leadership 
is his right in that the Ark of the Covenant 
will be given back to you. 


"Within it is tranquility from your Lord, 
for it contains the relics of the families of 
Moses and Aaron. It will be carried (back 
to you) by the angels, themselves. This 
will be your sign if you (really) have faith." 

[248] 

When Saul set out with his army (to 
face the Philistines), he addressed (his 
men), saying, "Allah will test you by that 
stream. Whoever drinks from it won't be 
allowed to march any farther with me. 
Only those who abstain from it will go 
with me, or who at the very least drink 
only a sip from their hand." All of them, 
save for a few, drank from the stream. 



Then after they crossed over (the 
stream), the (few remaining) faithful 
(soldiers) lamented, "We're no match for 
Goliath and his army today." 

However, those who were certain they 
would meet Allah one day said, "How 
many were the times when a small force 
defeated a larger one by Allah's will? 
Allah is with those who persevere!" [m\ 

As they advanced upon Goliath and 
his forces, they prayed, "Our Lord, pour 
determination down upon us, make our 
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stance firm and help us against this 
nation that rejects (faith)." 12501 



And so by Allah's will they routed 
them, and David killed Goliath. Allah also 
gave (David) leadership skills, wisdom and 
whatever else He wanted to teach him. 

If Allah didn't allow one people to 
deter another, then the world would be 
filled with turmoil, but Allah is infinitely 
bountiful to the entire universe. 12511 

On Religions of the Past 

These are the revelations of Allah 
that We're reciting to you in all truth, for 
you, (Muhammad), are one of the 
messengers. [2521 

Of those messengers, We've favored 
some above others; Allah spoke directly 
to one (of them), while others were raised 
to a higher rank. To Jesus, the son of 
Mary, We gave miracles, reinforcing him 
with the Holy Spirit. 


would never have fought with each other 
after receiving the evidence. Yet, they 
chose to argue; some believed, and some 
denied. 

If Allah had wanted to (intervene), 
then they would've never fought amongst 
themselves. Allah does what He wants. 

[253] 

On the Importance of Charity 

you who believe! Spend (in 
charity) out of what We've supplied to 
you before the day comes when no 
bargaining will be accepted, when no 
friendship will matter nor intercession 
sway. 

(That will be the day) when those who 
rejected (faith) will finally realize that they 
were in the wrong. 12541 




If Allah had wanted to (intervene), the 
later followers (of all these messengers) 
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The Verse of the Throne 


On Religious Freedom 


/Kllah! There is no god but He: 
the Living, the Everlasting! 
No tiredness ever seizes Him, 
nor (does He) rest. 


Everything in the heavens 
and the earth belongs to Him; 
who can intercede with Him 
without His consent? 




He knows what's ahead of (all people) 
and what they've left behind, 
while they have none of His knowledge 
except for what He allows. 

His throne extends 
over the heavens 
and the earth, 
and He never tires 
in their safekeeping. 


Background Info... v. 256 

When the conflict between the 
Muslims and the Jews of the Banu Nadir 
was settled, with the requirement that 
the Jews had to leave the city and move 
elsewhere, it was found that there were 
a number of Arab children living among 
the Jews. 

This was not unusual, as some were 
adopted, while others were being raised 
as Jews with their (Arab) parents' 
consent. The reason why some Arab 
children were raised as Jews is because 
of a curious local custom. If a woman 
was considered to be barren, she would 
vow that if she ever was able to give 
birth, she would raise the baby as a Jew 
in compensation for the miracle. This 
happened from time to time. 

The Medinan Muslims did not want 
these Arab children to leave with the 
Jews, and they asked the Prophet if they 
could take custody of them. This verse 
was revealed in response. The Prophet 
gave the Arab children the choice of 
going with the Jews or becoming a part 
of the wider community in Medina. 

Some left, and others remained. (Asbab ui - 
Nuzul ) 


There is no (permission) to force 
(anyone into following this) way of life. 
The TRUTH stands clear from error. 
Whoever rejects falsehood and believes 
in Allah has grasped a firm hand-hold 
that will never break, for Allah hears and 
knows (all things), psq 


To those who believe, Allah is a 
protector Who will lead them out of 


He alone is the Most High, 
the Sovereign Supreme, pssi 
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darkness and into the light. To those who 
cover over (their awareness of the truth), 
falsehood is their protector, and it will 
lead them out of the light and into the 
darkness. 

They'll be the companions of the 

and that's where they're going 
to stay! 1257] 

The Story of Abraham 
and the Arrogant King 


Background Info... v. 258 

After Abraham had rejected idol- 
worship and began publicly campaigning 
against it, he devised a plan to show the 
people of his city that idol-worship was 
false. That was the incident of destroying 
the idols. (See 21:51-66) 

When the order came for Abraham to 
be thrown in a fire pit, (an order 
probably given by the priests of the 
temple,) the famous incident of Abraham 
surviving the fire unscathed took place 
(see 21:67-69). 

After that he was hauled before the 
royal court, and the exchange recounted 
below took place. After the king 
engineered a plot to cause his death, 
Abraham escaped somehow and left 
Mesopotamia forever. 


Have you pondered (the tale of the 
arrogant king) who argued with Abraham 
about his Lord and the power which Allah 
allowed him to use? When Abraham 
announced, "My Lord is the One Who 
gives life and death." 


(The king) cried out, "I'm the one who 
(decides) who lives and who dies!" 

Abraham replied, "Well, Allah makes 
the sun rise from the East, so can you 
now make it rise from the West?" 



This is how the one who covered (the 
knowledge of faith in his heart) was 
silenced, for Allah gives no guidance to 
people who are unjust, pssj 

Asking Allah for Proof 

ave you learned the lesson) of the 
one who passed by a ruined town, whose 
roofs had all tumbled down? "Can even 
Allah restore this place after so much 
decay?" he mused. 

So Allah caused him to die for a 
hundred years, and after that He raised 
him back to life and asked, "How long 
have you been there?" 

"A day, maybe less," was his answer. 
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"Not so," declared (Allah), “you were 
there for a hundred years after, and while 
your food and drink are preserved, look 
at your donkey (for it has died and rotted 
to bones). I'm going to make your 
example a sign to others, so look closely 
(as / raise your donkey back to life). Do 
you see how We knit the bones together 
and cover them with flesh?" 

When (the man) began to understand, 
he declared, "Truly, Allah has power over 
all that exists. 1 " [2591 

A Demonstration for Abraham 

Even Abraham had once asked, “My 
Lord, show me how You bring the dead 
to life." (Allah) replied, "Don’tyou believe 
(that I can do it)?" 

"Of course!" answered Abraham. "I'm 
only asking for my own satisfaction." 



So (Allah) said, “Take four birds, and 
train them to come to you (when you 
call); then divide them up, placing them 
on separate hills. Call to them, and they'll 
come swiftly to you. (In this lesson), know 
that Allah is powerful and wise." peoi 


Charity Increases Blessings 

e example of those who spend 
their money in the cause of Allah is like 
that of seed grain. From it seven robust 
stalks rise, and each stalk contains a 
hundred grains! Allah gives abundantly 
to whomever He wants, for Allah is 
enough of a provider and is full of 
knowledge. 12611 

Charity is Not for 

the Humiliation of Others 


Background Info... v. 262 

This verse was revealed in response 
to the willing and cheerful charity that 
Uthman ibn Affan gave to support 
Muhammad’s mission. 

He went to the Prophet and said, “I 
have eight thousand silver coins. I am 
keeping four thousand for myself and my 
family, while I am lending to Allah the 
other four thousand.” The Prophet 
answered, “Allah bless what you kept 
and also what you gave.” (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


ose who give their money in the 
cause of Allah, and who neither remind 
others about what they spent nor 
humiliate (the poor to whom they give 
charity), will be rewarded by their Lord. 

They'll have no reason to fear or regret. 

1262) 

Kind words and forgiveness are much 
better than charity that hurts. Remember; 
Allah is self-sufficient and is forbearing. 

(263) 
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All you who believe! Don't negate 
your charity by making others feel they 
owe you or by humiliating (the poor). 

This is what the braggers do 

when they give (money in charity) to be 
seen by other people, for they don't really 
believe in Allah and the Last Day. 

They're like a rock covered only by a 
little soil that a torrent of rain soon 
washes away, exposing the hard bare 
stone underneath. 

They can't do anything with what 
they've earned, for Allah doesn't guide 
people who cover over (their awareness 
of the truth), rmi 

The example of those who spend their 
money seeking only to please Allah and 
to strengthen their own souls is like a 
high garden where rain is plentiful and 
the harvests are double. 

Even if there's no heavy downpour, the 
dew is enough! Allah is watching 
everything you do. [ 265 ] 

Who wants to have an orchard full of 
date palms and grapevines, with streams 
flowing underneath and produce of all 
kinds, but then be stricken with old age 
while his children are still small, and then 
have a scorching whirlwind come and 
destroy it all? 



That's how Allah makes His revelations 
clear so you can think carefully. [266] 

What is True Charity? 


Background Info... v. 267 

Some men of Medina would offer 
clusters of rotting dates in charity, 
thinking that they wouldn’t be noticed 
among the piles of date clusters that 
were often hung on the walls of the 
masjid to feed the poor. This verse came 
in response, asking Muslims not to 
donate things to the poor that they 
themselves wouldn’t want. ( At-Tabarl ) 


you who believe! Spend in 
charity out of the good things that you've 
earned and (of the harvest) of the earth 
that We've allowed to grow for you. 

Don't choose to spend (in charity) 
items of inferior quality - things that you 
wouldn't even want to receive yourself! 
Know that Allah is self-sufficient and is 
praiseworthy. p67] 
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Shaytan scares you with fears of 
poverty and tempts you to do shameful 
things, while Allah promises you pardon 
and grace. Allah is enough of a provider, 
and He is full of knowledge, peai 

He grants wisdom to whomever He 
wants, and whoever receives wisdom 
gains great benefits thereby; yet, only the 
insightful ever realize this. p 69 i 

Whatever you spend in charity or 
pledge to give is well-known to Allah. 

The wrongdoers, (who never give), will 
have no one to help them, (even as they 
help none). p 70 ) 

So if you donate to charity in public, it 
isn't wrong, though giving in secret to 
those in need is much better for you, as 
this will help to erase some of your sins. 
Allah is well-informed of everything you 

dO. (271] 

Charity is a Sincere Offering 
to All Who Need It 


Background Info... v. 272 

Some Muslim converts disliked giving 
charity to their non-Muslim relatives, and 
they asked the Prophet about this. This 
verse was revealed telling them that it 
was perfectly allowed to give in charity 
to non-Muslims, as helping another 
human being is a good act, regardless of 

the religion of another person. (Asbab ul- 
Nuzul) 


's not required for you to convert the 
(needy people to your religion before you 
give to them in charity), for Allah guides 
whomever He wants. 

Whatever you spend (in charity) is 
done for the good of your own soul, for 
in so doing you've (shown that you're) 
seeking Allah's face alone. 

Whatever good you spend will come 
back to you, and you won't be 
shortchanged. [272] 

(Give to) the needy (missionaries) 
engaged in the cause of Allah who are 
prevented from going abroad to support 
themselves in the world - whom the 
ignorant consider to be well taken care of 
because of their modesty. 

You can recognize them by their faces 
for they don't ask people persistently. 
Whatever good you spend, Allah knows 
about it. ( 273 ) 


Background Info... v. 274 

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the Prophet’s 
younger cousin, once had four silver 
coins. He donated one to charity at 
night, one during the day, one secretly 
and one in public. The Prophet went to 
him and said, “This (verse) is for you.” 
Then he recited this new revelation. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Those who spend their money (in the 
cause of Allah) through the night and 
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through the day, in secret and in public, 
will have their reward with their Lord, and 
they'll have no reason to fear or regret. 

[274] 

The Prohibition of Interest 
and Other Business Matters 

ose who devour interest-money 
will have no standing except for that of 
someone who's been knocked down by 
the touch of Shaytan - demented That's 
because they say that business and taking 
interest-money are the same, but Allah 
has made business lawful while 
forbidding interest! 

Whoever listens to this warning that 
has come from his Lord and desists (from 
accepting interest may retain the interest 
already accrued). 

Then the matter will rest with Allah. 
Whoever continues (taking interest after 
this) will (soon) be among the 
companions of the Fire, and that's where 
they're going to stay! [2751 



Allah cancels out any profits made 
through interest but adds to acts of 
charity, for Allah has no love for thankless 
sinners. [ 276 ] 

Truly, those who believe and do what's 
morally right, who establish regular 
prayer and give the required charity will 
have their reward with their Lord, and 
they'll have no reason to fear or regret. 

[277] 

You can Keep 
Your Original Money 


Background Info... v. 278-281 

This passage was revealed after 
Mecca surrendered and was under 
Muslim authority. An Arab tribe in the 
countryside named the Banu ‘Amrwas 
owed money by the tribe of Banu al- 
Mughirah. The loan also had a certain 
interest rate attached to it. Verses 278- 
279 were revealed to the Prophet and he 
warned the Banu ‘Amr that unless they 
gave up collecting interest on the loan 
owed to them, (for the Banu ‘Amr were 
insistent about it), he would fight them. 

The Banu ‘Amr agreed to forgo the 
interest if the principle were repaid 
immediately, but the Banu al-Mughirah 
could not afford this stipulation, and the 
Banu ‘Amr would not back down. Verses 
280-281 were revealed, and the Banu 
‘Amr finally agreed to let the debt be 
repaid slowly. 

Also, in his treaty with the Christian 
community of Najran, the Prophet used 
this passage to say that they must give 
up interest-transactions or their treaty of 
peace would be canceled. 
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you who believe! Be mindful of 
Allah, and forego any interest that's owed 
to you, that is if you really believe. [ 278 ] 

If you don't, then beware of war on 
the part of Allah and His Messenger. 
Though if you repent, then you may keep 
your principal investment. You will do no 
wrong, and neither will you be wronged. 

[279] 

If a person who owes you money is in 
financial difficulty, give him time until his 
circumstances improve, but if you forgive 
his debt altogether, as an act of charity, 
that's better for you, if you only knew, psoi 

Be mindful of the day when you'll be 
brought before Allah, for then every soul 
will be repaid for what it's earned, and no 
one will be treated unfairly, pan 

The Importance 
of Business Contracts 


Background Info... first part v. 282 

The Prophet made a deal with a 
bedouin to buy his horse. After the price 
was agreed on, the Prophet asked the 
bedouin to follow him to his house so he 
could get the money to pay him. 

The bedouin followed but at a slower 
pace, and along the way other people 
saw the horse and offered to buy it from 
the bedouin for more money than what 
he had agreed to with the Prophet. 

When the bedouin arrived at the 
Prophet’s house the bedouin said, “If 
you want to buy this horse, then offer a 
price for it or I’ll sell it to someone else.” 


The Prophet, rightly thinking that he 
had already closed the deal with the 
bedouin, said, “Didn’t I already agree to 
buy the horse from you?” 

The bedouin said, “By Allah, I haven’t 
sold it to you.” Then people gathered 
while the two were disputing. Eventually 
the bedouin backed down, but the point 
was made that in the absence of a 
written contract for a one-time deal, 
witnesses are asked to be present. 

(Ahmad) 


you who believe! When 
negotiating transactions involving future 
obligations and (delivery) schedules, 
finalize any agreement in writing. Let a 
legal secretary accurately record the 
terms between each side. 


No legal secretary should refuse to 
write as Allah taught him, so let him 
record (the contract accurately). Let the 
borrower read out the terms (as the 
secretary writes), and let him fear Allah 
his Lord, and not leave out any obligation 
on his part. 
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If the borrower is mentally 
handicapped, suffering from some illness 
or (in health too poor) to dictate (the 
terms) himself, then let his representative 
dictate the contract faithfully, and have 
two of your men to act as witnesses. 

If two men are not available, then 
choose a man and two women of whom 
you approve to be the witnesses, because 
if one of the (women is not skilled at 

business) and makes a mistake (in future 
legal testimony), then the other can 
remind her. If the witnesses are 
summoned, then they must not refuse to 
come. 

Never neglect to draw up a contract 
for future transactions, whether for large 
or small sums. That's most fair in the 
sight of Allah and better for proof and 
avoiding doubt (concerning your 
reputations) among yourselves. 

If the transaction involves merchandise 
for only a one-time, face-to-face deal, 
then there's nothing wrong if you forego 
a written contract, but have witnesses for 
commercial contracts. 

Ensure that the witnesses and 
secretaries remain unharmed, for it would 
be a great sin on your part (if you 
pressured them unfairly). Be mindful (of 
Allah), for it's Allah Who is teaching you, 
and Allah knows about all things. [282) 


If you're traveling and a legal secretary 
is unavailable, then taking a deposit (is 
good enough to seal the deal). If one of 
you makes a good-faith deposit with 
another, then let the trusted one fulfill his 
duties and fear Allah his Lord. 



Never hide any evidence, for whoever 
does that will have his heart tarnished 
with sin, and Allah knows everything you 

dO. [2831 

What should We Believe In? 

things within the heavens and 
the earth belong to Allah. Whether you 
reveal what's in your soul or conceal it, 
Allah will make you answer for it. He'll 
pardon whom He pleases and punish 
whom He wills, for Allah has power over 
all things. [ 284 ] 

The Messenger believes in what his 
Lord revealed, as do the faithful. Each of 
them believes in Allah, His angels, His 
books and His messengers. 
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(The believers say), "We don't consider 
one of His messengers as being better 
than another." 



(They pray)," We hear, and we obey, 
(and we seek) Your forgiveness, Our Lord, 
for we (know that our) final destination is 
back with You." wsi 


Background Info... v. 286 

When verse 284 was revealed, Abu 
Bakr, ‘Umar, Mu’adh ibn Jabal and others 
went to the Prophet and knelt down 
humbly, saying, “Messenger of Allah, we 
swear by Allah that this is the hardest 
verse ever revealed for us. All of us 
speak inwardly of things that we don’t 
like in our hearts, for all of us would love 
to own the whole world. If we’re 
condemned for what we think to 
ourselves, then we’re doomed.” 


The Prophet replied, “This is how the 
verse was revealed.” The companions 
lamented that they couldn’t bear such a 
strict burden, and the Prophet suggested 
they could either disobey Allah like the 
people of Moses did or they could obey 
Allah. They reaffirmed their faith, and a 
year passed with no further word from 
Allah on this issue. 

Then this verse was revealed that 
gave them relief, saying that Allah would 
not burden a soul beyond what it could 
bear; And so Allah would not hold people 
to account for what they imagined 
within their own thoughts. (Asbob ul-Nuzul) 


Allah will not burden any soul beyond 
what it can bear. Each will enjoy the 
good of what it earns, as indeed each will 
suffer for the wrong. (Pray then these 
words:) 

"Forgive us, our Lord, if we forget or sin. 

Don't burden us, our Lord, 
as those before us have been. 

Don't burden us, our Lord, 
with something beyond our capacity. 

Forgive us our trespasses, 

and grant us Your mercy. 

You alone are our protector; 
so help us against the rejecters, psei 
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The Family of Amran 

3 All ‘Imran 
Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

The main focus of this chapter, which is named after a family of Jewish priests whose line 
stretches back to the time of Moses and Aaron, is to introduce the idea that Allah has sent an 
eternal message to the world in a continuous (and evolving) chain of prophethood. Judaism, 
Christianity and other religions were founded by true prophets who taught monotheism and 
righteous living, and there has been no corner of the globe that Cod has not touched with His 
message. Each successive revealed religion was more advanced than the last, reflecting the 
corresponding rise in human civilization and cultural development. 

If the people that each prophet left behind, however, lost or distorted his teachings, then a later 
prophet might be raised to correct their descendants. The stories of Mary and Jesus are introduced 
in this regard, as their example was meant to show how Judaism could be reformed. Prophet 
Muhammad is offered as the last in a long line of messengers from Allah who all taught essentially 
the same basic message of salvation. The Prophet said of this chapter, "Learn and recite the 
chapters of the Cow and Amran for they are the most radiant lights of the Qur’an.” (Ahmad) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



Lam. Meem. tn 


Allah: there is no god but He, the 
Living, the Everlasting, pi 

He revealed this Book to you as a 
truthful confirmation of previous 
(revelations), just like He revealed the 
Torah and the Gospel m before this as a 
guide for all people. 

He also revealed to you the 
(prophetic) standard (of right and 
wrong). 



Those who cover over (their ability to 
have faith) in these proofs of Allah will 
suffer the severest punishment, for Allah 
is powerful and utterly intense in 
vengeance, w 
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Division Leads to Disintegration 


Background Info... v. 5-9 

This passage was revealed for a 
specific reason. An eye-witness told the 
story in the following words: 

“My brother and I were present in a 
gathering that is more precious to me 
than even red camels. My brother and I 
had arrived and found that some of the 
leaders of the companions were sitting 
close to one of the Prophet's doors. 

“We didn't want to be away from 
them, so we sat near the room also. 

Then they mentioned a verse and began 
arguing over it until they were shouting. 
The Messenger of Allah was so angry 
that when he came out to them his face 
was red. He threw sand on them and 
said:'' 

'Listen people! This is how nations 
before you were destroyed, on account 
of their arguing with their prophets and 
contradicting parts of their scriptures 
with other parts. The Qur'an does not 
contradict itself, rather it testifies to the 
truth of itself. Therefore, however much 
knowledge you have of it then 
implement it, and whatever you don't 
know of it, refer the matter to those who 
have knowledge about it.'" (Ahmad) 


There 's not a thing on the earth nor 
in the sky that's hidden from Allah, isi 
He's the One Who shapes you in the 
womb as He wills. There is no god but 
He, and He's the Powerful, the Wise! [6] 


He's the One Who is revealing this 
scripture to you. Among its verses are 
some that are plain and clearly 


understood. They're the foundation of 
the Book. 

There are also other (verses, however), 
that are open to different interpretations. 
Those who have hearts inclined towards 
dissension dwell upon (the verses) that 
can be understood in more than one way. 

They try to cause division (among the 
community) by giving them their own 
(misleading) interpretations, but only 
Allah and insightful 
people know their true 
meaning. 

They're the ones 
who proclaim, "We 
believe in the (whole of 
the) Book, because it's 
all from our Lord." 

Only those who think 
deeply ever truly 
understand, m 

"Our Lord," (they pray), "don't let our 
hearts go astray, now that You've shown 
us the way. Shower us with Your mercy, 
for truly You are the Generous One. 

"Our Lord, You're going to gather all 
people together one day, and there's no 
doubt about that, for Allah never breaks 
His word." ts-si 
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Allah's Plan will Prevail 


Background Info... v. 11-13 

After the victorious Muslims returned 
to Medina following the famous Battle of 
Badr, in which 313 men overcame a force 
of approximately 1000 idol-worshippers, 
the Prophet addressed the leaders of the 
Jewish tribes of Medina, trying to 
impress upon them that Islam was a 
power with which to be reckoned and 
that they should look again into their 
scriptures where they would find 
prophecies about him. 

It was already a hotly debated topic 
among the Jews of the city, and a few 
had already openly joined Islam. The 
bulk of the Jews, however, were not 
convinced, and they publicly belittled the 
Muslim victory at Badr. 

One of the leaders of the Jewish Banu 
Qaynuqa tribe said, “Muhammad! Don’t 
be overconfident, for you met the weak 
(Meccans), who know nothing of war. 

So what that you defeated them! If you 
fight us then you would find out how 
tough we are.” 

This passage was revealed in 
response. A short while later, fighting 
broke out between the two sides, and 
the defeated Banu Qaynuqa were exiled 
from the city. (Asbab ul-Nuzu/) 


y\s for those who cover over (their 
inner desire for faith), neither their money 
nor their children will save them in the 
least from Allah - they'll just be more fuel 
for the flame! noi 

They're no better than the people of 
Pharaoh and all those (faithless people) 


before them who denied Our signs. Allah 
seized them for their sins, and Allah is a 
strong punisher, uu 

Say to those who reject (the truth), 

" You'll soon be defeated and gathered 
together in Hellfire - and how terrible a 
resting place\" ti2] 

You've already been given a sign in 
the two armies that clashed (at the battle 
of Badr). One (army) was fighting in the 
cause of Allah, while the other was 
resisting Him. 

With their own eyes (your opponents) 
saw you to be twice their number, (even 
though you were outnumbered by them), 
for Allah reinforces with His help 
whomever He wants. There's a lesson in 
this for those who have eyes to see! m 

On Materialism 



are infatuated with the 
(worldly) pleasures they so ardently 
desire, such as women, children, piles of 
gold and silver, fancy horses, livestock 
and productive land. These are the 
things of this worldly life, but nearness to 
Allah is the best investment! imi 
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Say to them, "Should I tell you about 
what’s far better than (the pleasures of this 
life)? In their Lord's presence, those who 
were mindful (of Allah) will have gardens 
beneath which rivers flow and pure and holy 
companions to live with forever. 

“ (In Paradise) they'll find Allah's good 
pleasure, and Allah ever watches over His 
servants." iisi 

"They're the ones who used to say, ‘Our 
Lord, we believe, so forgive us our sins and 
protect us from the punishment of the Fire.' 
ii6i They're the patient, sincere, devout and 
charitable, and they seek forgiveness (for their 
shortcomings) even at the early light of 
dawn." [i7i 

The Mistakes of the Past 


Background Info... v. 18 

Two rabbis from Damascus arrived in 
Medina desiring to meet with the 
Prophet. When they were in his 
presence, they asked him his name. 

They then requested that he answer 
one question of theirs that, if he 
answered it correctly, would convince 
them that he was, in fact, the foretold 
prophet of which their scriptures had 
spoken. 

They asked him, “What is the 
greatest verse in the Book of Allah?” 

This particular verse was revealed to the 
Prophet, and the rabbis, being filled with 
wonder, accepted Islam. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


/Vllah says that there is no god but 
He, as do the angels and the people of 
knowledge who are firmly grounded (in 
true learning). There is no god but He, 
the Powerful, the Wise! uai 



The (only correct) way of life in the 
sight of Allah is surrender (to His will). The 
Followers of Earlier Revelation didn't take 
to opposing views except out of jealousy 
of each other after they received this 
knowledge. 

Whoever rejects the proofs of Allah 
(should remember) that Allah is swift in 
settling accounts, iwi 

If they argue with you, then say to 
them, "I've surrendered my whole self to 
Allah, as have those who follow me." 

Then ask the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation and the unschooled (people of 
Arabia) who've never received (any 
revelation before), "Willyou now 
surrender yourselves (to Him)?' 
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If they surrender themselves (to Allah), 
then they will have found guidance. If 
they turn back, well, your duty was only 
to convey the message, and Allah is 
watching His servants. (201 

Those who reject the signs of Allah 
and who killed the prophets and killed 
those who called for justice among 
people, even though it was against all 
right (to kill them), give them the news of 
a painful punishment, pu 

Any good they do is wasted both in 
this life and the next, and they'll have no 
one to help them. p 2 i 

Allah Decides His Response 


Background Info... v. 23-25 

This passage was revealed on an 
occasion when the Jews asked 
Muhammad’s opinion about a legal 
judgment, and they refused to accept his 
ruling even though it was congruent with 
their religion, (ibn Kathir) 


Have you ever considered (the case 
of the Jews of Medina) who received a 
portion of the scripture in the past? Now 
they're being called to the (last) Book of 
Allah to settle their disagreements; yet, 
some of them turn away and decline (the 
offer of help)! p3i 

That's because their excuse is to say, 
"Our punishment (from Allah) will only 
last a set number of days," but they're 


deceived in their religion by the very (lies) 
they themselves have fabricated! po 

How will it be when We gather them 
all together on that day of which there is 
no doubt, when every soul will get what it 
deserves without any unfairness? psi 

The Call of Allah will Triumph 


Background Info... v. 26-27 

When the Muslims were busy digging 
a trench around Medina just before the 
Battle of the Trench, a large stone was 
encountered in one of the digging pits. 
Some companions called the Prophet 
over to see what could be done about it, 
and he came to examine it. Then he took 
up a pick, struck at it, and it shattered 
sending sparks in several directions. 

The Prophet then told his men that in 
those sparks of light he saw visions of 
Islam triumphing over Persia, Byzantium 
and Yemen. The hypocrites and Jews of 
the city scoffed when they heard about 
what he said and teased the Muslims 
about it. This passage was revealed in 
response. (Bayhaqi) 


1 roclaim (this supplication so they 
can understand what your beliefs are): 

"Lord of All Dominion! You grant 
authority to whom You please and bring 
down whom You will. You empower 
whom You please and weaken whom You 
will. In Your hand is all good, and You 
have power over all that is. pei 
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"You make the night merge into day 
and the day merge into night. You bring 
life from death and death from life, and 
You grant resources to whomever You 
want without any limit ." pn 

Know a Person by the Company 
He Keeps 

The believers should never take as 
best friends those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth), in preference to 
those who believe, unless it's absolutely 
necessary in order to protect yourselves 
from them (by keeping them close). 

Whoever does that (without that one, 
valid excuse) will find no help from Allah. 
Allah is personally warning you (against 
disobeying Him), for the final destination 
(of all things) is back to Allah, psi 

Say to them," Whether you hide or 
reveal your inner-most thoughts, Allah 


knows them, even as He knows 
everything within the heavens and on the 
earth, for Allah has power over all things." 

[291 

A day (will come) when every soul will 
be confronted with the good that it's 
done and also with the evil that it's done, 
and it will wish that its evil were far away! 
Allah is personally warning you (to 
beware of His judgment), though He's 
kind to His servants, poi 

Say to them, “If you truly love Allah, 
then follow me, so Allah can love you and 
forgive you your faults, for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful." on 

Then say, "Now follow Allah and His 
Messenger." If they turn away, (then 
know that) Allah has no love for those 
who reject (Him). 021 

The Continuity of Allah's Message 


Background Info... v. 33-120 

A large number of verses in this 
chapter (most of those that talk about 
Jesus, Judaism or Christianity) were 
revealed to the Prophet during a series 
of very intense discussions with the Jews 
of Medina, but also with a visiting 
delegation of Christians from Najran, an 
area in Arabia several hundred miles to 
the south. 

The Christians had come (around 
sixty in number) with their chief priest, 
‘Abdul Masih, and several high officials 
who had the favor of the Byzantine 
Roman Emperor. 
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They had received a letter from the 
Prophet asking for their submission to 
the Islamic state, but they wanted to find 
out more about this new faith called 
Islam , and the Prophet graciously 
received them. 

When they arrived the Prophet 
allowed them to conduct their religious 
services in the main masjid in Medina. 
Their officials and even laymen were 
dressed in such fine clothes that the 
people of Medina remarked that a 
delegation of its kind had never been 
seen before. 

When the initial discussions began, 
the Prophet invited them to join Islam, 
but the Christians claimed that they were 
already submitted to God. Then the 
Prophet challenged them to a public 
debate the next day. 

When morning came, Salman al Farsi 
seated the Christians on one side of an 
open field. The Prophet arrived some 
moments later carrying his baby 
grandson Husayn, while his other young 
grandson Hassan held his finger. 

His daughter Fatimah and her 
husband ‘Ali also sat behind the Prophet. 
When the discussions began, the 
Prophet brought up a number of points, 
including the Christian teachings of the 
trinity and salvation by Jesus dying, 
along with some lesser issues like the 
eating of pork, the drinking of alcohol 
and the use of the cross as a symbol. 

Relevant verses from this chapter 
were revealed sometimes within the 
meetings and other times during rest 
breaks. (Verses 33-34 were perhaps the 
first revelations recited to the crowd.) 
Surviving accounts indicate that the 
Prophet got the better in these debates 
and that some of the visitors even 
accepted Islam. 


The remainder, who chose to 
continue in their religion, concluded a 
fair treaty with the Prophet and returned 
home with a healthy respect for the new 
faith. 


, Allah chose Adam, Noah and 
the families of Abraham and Amran 
above all others in the world. [33] They 
were all descended from one line, and 
Allah hears and knows all (about such) 
things. [34] 

The Story of Mary 

A. woman of the family of Amran 
prayed, "My Lord[ I dedicate my unborn 
child to Your service. So accept this from 
me, for You're the Hearing and the 
Knowing." [35] 

After she gave birth, she cried, "Oh my 
Lord\ I've delivered a girl!" Allah knew 
better (the value of that child) she bore. 
"A male is not the same as a female ," she 
said, "and so I will call her Mary, and I 
commend her and her children to Your 
protection against Shaytan, the Outcast." 

[36] 

Her Lord accepted (the child) 
graciously, and she grew up healthy and 
well under the sponsorship of Zachariah 
to whom she was assigned (as a 
dependent). Whenever he would enter 
her room, he would find her provided 
with food. 



86 






"Mary," he would ask, "where did all 
this (food) come from?" "It's from Allah," 
she would reply, "and Allah provides to 
whomever He wants without any limit." [37] 

Then Zachariah, (seeing the virtue of 
Mary), called to his Lord, saying, “My 
Lord, give me a pure and virtuous 
descendant of my own, for You hear all 
requests." oai 

Then the angels (appeared before 
him), even as he was standing there in his 
room. 



They said to him, "Allah sends you the 
good news of (a son) named John. He's 
going to announce the truth of a word 
from Allah, and he'll be a disciplined 
prophet in the tradition of the morally 
righteous." [39] 

(Zachariah, being astonished,) asked, 
"How can / have a son, my Lord, when I'm 
old and my wife is barren?' 


"So it will be," (the angel) replied. 

"Allah does whatever He wills." wo] 

"But my Lord!" (Zachariah) pleaded. 
"Give me a sign." 

" Your sign," he replied, "will be that for 
three days you will be unable to speak to 
anyone, except through gestures. 
Remember your Lord frequently (during 
this time), and glorify Him in the evening 
and in the morning." [4ij 

The Birth of the Messiah 

The angels (appeared) to Mary and 
said, "Mary! Allah has chosen you and 
purified you. He's chosen you above the 
women of all nations, (42] so be compliant 
to your Lord, prostrate yourself, and bow 
down with those who bow (before Allah)." 

[43] 

(This story) that We're revealing to 
you, (Muhammad), was previously 
unknown (to you), for you weren't there 
when the (male relatives) chose reeds 
randomly to decide who among them 
must provide (financial support) for Mary, 
and you certainly weren't there when 
they argued (over the outcome). [44] 

When the angels (again returned to 
Mary after some time had passed), they 
said, "Mary! Allah gives you the good 
news of a word from Him. He's going to 
be called the Messiah, Jesus, the son of 
Mary. He'll be honored in this world, as 
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well as in the next, where he'll be among 
those nearest (to Allah)." (45] 

"He will speak to people in childhood 
and also when he's grown, and he's going 
to be one of the morally righteous." m 

"But my Lord!" she cried out "How can 
I have a son when no man has touched 
me?" 

"And so it is that Allah creates 
whatever He wants," the angels replied. 

" When He decides something, He only 
has to say, 'Be' and it is."m 

"He will teach him scripture and fill 
him with wisdom (by teaching him) the 
Torah and the Gospel, hsi (Thereafter He's 
going to appoint) him as a messenger to 
the Children of Israel." 

The Life and Work of Jesus 

(A s a youth, Jesus) told (his people), 
"I've come to you with a sign from your 
Lord. I'm going to breathe life into a 
lifeless clay bird that I'll create by Allah's 
command, and I'll heal the blind and the 
lepers and bring the dead to life, all by 
Allah's command. 



"I’ll tell you what you consume (and 
waste of the world), as well as what you 
store away (of good deeds for Judgment 
Day). (Know that) in all of these things is 
a great sign if you really have faith." hsi 

"I've also come to verify the truth of 
the Torah that was revealed before me 
and to make lawful some things that were 
forbidden to you before. 

"I'm coming to you with proof from 
your Lord, so be mindful of Allah and 
obey me. isoi To be sure, Allah is my Lord 
and your Lord, so serve Him. That's a 
straight way (of life)." pu 

When Jesus (began his mission and) 
noticed the disbelief (of his people), he 
(looked for helpers), saying, "Who will 
help me (call the people) to Allah?" 

(Then a group of) disciples (began to 
follow him, and), they said, "We'llhelp 
(you call people) to Allah, for we believe 
in Allah, and you can be our witness that 
we're truly surrendered (to His will). ts 2 ] 

"Our Lord, We believe in what You've 
revealed, and we follow this messenger, 
so record us among those who bear 
witness." is3j 

However, it wasn't long before (the 
faithless) contrived a plot, though Allah 
did the same - and Allah is the best 
planner of all! |54] 
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(After his people rejected him,) Allah 
said, "Jesus, I'm going to take you 
completely and lift you up to Myself. I 
will purify (your reputation which has 
been tarnished) by those who reject (the 
truth). 

"I will make those who follow you 
superior to those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth), even until the 
Day of Resurrection. Then all of you will 
come back to Me, and I'll judge between 
you in those matters in which you 
differed." psi 

"As for those who reject (the truth), I'm 
going to punish them with a harsh 
penalty in this world, as well as in the 
next, and they'll have no one to help 
them. i 56 i As for those who believe and 
do what's morally right, they’ll be paid 
their reward. (Know that) Allah has no 
love for those who do wrong." (571 

Don't Take Jesus as a Cod 


Background Info... v. 58-60 

One of the Christian priests in the 
delegation from Najran asked the 
Prophet, “Why are you belittling our 
sovereign (Jesus)?" The Prophet replied, 
“What am I saying (to which you’re 
objecting?)” They answered, “You’re 
saying he’s just an (ordinary) servant.” 
The Prophet said, “Yes, he is a servant, 
but of God, and he is His Messenger, and 
His word that He bestowed upon the 
virgin Mary.” 


The Christians became angry and 
asked, “Have you ever heard of a human 
being without a father? If you have then 
point out to us someone like him!” Then 
this passage came equating Jesus with 
Adam as merely another creation of God. 

(Ashah ul-Nuzul) 


I hese are the verses that We're 
reciting to you, (Muhammad), and they're 
a wise reminder, m 

The example of Jesus in the sight of 
Allah is like that of Adam. He created 
him from dust, saying, "Be," and he was. 
[ 59 ] The truth is from your Lord, so don't 
be assailed by doubt. [601 


Background Info... v. 61 

After verses 58-60 were recited, then 
the Prophet recited verse 61. The 
Prophet adjourned the day's dialogue 
with the Christians and actually asked 
that his entire household, including his 
daughter Fatimah, be called to witness 
the interfaith dialogue the following 
morning. 

The leader of the delegation decided 
against further participation, especially 
the idea of invoking God's wrath against 
those who lied, and signed a peace 
treaty with Muhammad before returning 
home with his party. He also asked the 
Prophet to send a liaison along to be 
their judge in financial disputes, as they 
were impressed with Islam's emphasis 
on absolute fairness at all costs. The 
Prophet chose a trusted companion 
named Abu Ubaydah to go with them. 
(Ibn Kathir ) 
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If anyone argues further with you, now 
that the truth has come to you, (then 
challenge them,) saying, "Come, let's 
meet together: our children and your 
children, our women and your women, 
ourselves and yourselves. Then we'll 
invoke (Allah) and ask Allah to condemn 
those who lie." isn 



However, the only true resolution to 
the debate is affirming that there is no 
god besides (the One True) God, for He 
is, without a doubt, the Powerful and the 
Wise. [62] 

If they turn aside, (remember that) 
Allah knows best who the disobedient 
are. [ 63 ] 


Background Info... v. 64 

The Christian delegation meeting 
with Muhammad disagreed amongst 
themselves concerning the nature of 
Jesus, much as modem Christian 
denominations dispute with each other 
on basic doctrinal issues. 


Some in the delegation believed 
Jesus was only the son of Cod, while 
others held him to be a co-god in a 
trinity. A third faction said he was God in 
the flesh. The Prophet exploited this 
disunity among them to his advantage, 
and this verse was revealed as a 
suggested common statement to which 
all could aeree. (ibn Kathir) 


Say to them, "Followers of Earlier 
Revelation! Let's agree on what we hold 
in common: that we serve no one other 
than Allah, that we don’t assign divinity to 
anyone besides Him, and that we don't 
exalt one of our own kind to be lord in 
place of Allah." 

If they turn away, then say to them, 
"Bear witness that we've surrendered 
ourselves (to Allah's will)." imi 

Abraham Was not 
a Jew or a Christian 


Background Info... v. 65-69 

This passage was revealed when a 
Jewish rabbi in the interfaith gathering 
said, “Muhammad! You know that we 
have the best claim to Abraham’s religion 
- more than you or anyone else - and he 
was Jewish. You're just jealous of Cod.” 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Followers of Earlier Revelation! Why 
do you drag Abraham into your disputes? 
The Torah and Gospel weren't revealed 
until long after him. Don't you have any 
sense? tesj 
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Aren't you the ones who argue over 
things you already know? So why argue 
over things that you know nothing 
about? Clearly, Allah is the One Who has 

accurate information, whereas you lack it. 

[ 66 ] 

Abraham was neither a Jew nor a 
Christian. Rather, he was a natural 
monotheist, submissive (to Allah's will), 
and he certainly wasn't an idol- 
worshipper. [67] 


Among the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation are some who say to each 
other, "(Tell the Muslims)you have faith 
in what the believers received in the early 
morning, but then denounce it at the end 
of the day. 

"You might be able to cause the weak 
(in knowledge among them) to return (to 
their old religions). [72] Don't believe 
anyone (of another religion) unless he 
believes in yours." 


The first among the people (of this 
world) who resemble Abraham the most 
are those who follow (his example), like 
this prophet (Muhammad) and his 
followers. Allah is the protector of all 
who believe (in Him)! [68] 


Say to them," True guidance is Allah's 
guidance. (Are you afraid that) someone 
else might get something similar to what 
your (ancestors) got in the past or that 
they might argue with you in the sight of 
your Lord (with that knowledge ?/' 


There are some from among the 
Followers of Earlier Revelation who 
desperately wish to mislead you, but they 
wind up only misleading themselves 
without realizing it. [69i 


The Jealousy of the 
Followers of Earlier Revelation 


Followers of Earlier Revelation! Why 
do you try to hide the signs of Allah, even 
after witnessing them yourselves? poi 


Followers of Earlier Revelation! Why 
do you wrap the truth with falsehood and 
hide the truth on purpose when you 
know better? [7i] 


Then say to them, "All favors are in 
Allah's hand, and He grants them to 
whomever He wants, for Allah is caring 
and knowing. [73] He decides who receives 
His mercy, and Allah is the master of 
tremendous favor." 

[74] 

(There are, of 
course, honest 
people) among the 
Followers of Earlier 
Revelation. They 
will return a fortune in gold entrusted to 
them, while others won't give back a 
single silver coin with which they've been 
entrusted - unless you stood there and 
demanded it! 
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That's because they say, "We're not 
obligated by our faith (to be fair with 
those of another religion)" Yet, how 
terrible do they lie against Allah, and well 
they know it! psj 

No way! Whoever maintains his bond 
(with Allah) and remains aware (of his 
duty to Him should know that) Allah loves 
those who are mindful (of Him). i 76 i 

A Little Gain Now 
at the Cost of Forever 


Background Info... v. 77 

A man named Al-Ashath disputed 
with a Jewish man over their joint 
ownership of a strip of land with a well 
on it. Al-Ashath claimed he was a part 
owner but that the Jewish man denied 
him his right, while the Jewish man said 
Al-Ashath never owned any of it. 

When asked by the Prophet, Al- 
Ashath admitted that he had no evidence 
to back his claim. Then the Prophet 
asked the Jew to swear to Allah that the 
land was all his, and the matter would be 
settled in his favor. On hearing that, Al- 
Ashath protested, saying that the Jew 
would swear falsely, and thus he would 
lose his fair share of the property. 

This verse was revealed, and the 
Prophet, allowing the Jew to keep the 
land by himself after he swore it was all 
his, said, “Whoever makes a false oath to 
deprive a Muslim of his property will 
meet Allah when He is angry with him.” 
(Bukhari, Muslim ) The Prophet also said, “An 
oath will be accepted from a defendant 
(when there is no physical proof against 
him).” ( Bukhari ) 


Those who barter away their bond 
with Allah, along with their faith, making 
a little profit along the way, will have no 
share in the next life. Allah will neither 
address them nor notice them on the Day 
of Assembly, nor will He cleanse them (of 
their sins), for they will have a terrible 
punishment! (771 

Falsifying the Message of Scripture 

There are some from among (the 
Followers of Earlier Revelation) who 
distort the meaning of their scriptures 
when they read them aloud, so much so 
that even though it sounds like scripture, 
in fact, it's not! 

Yet they claim," This is from Allah's 
Own presence" but it's not from Allah's 
Own presence! They knowingly lie 
against Allah! m 


Background Info... v. 79-80 

During the ongoing interfaith 
meeting that is the subject of many 
verses in this chapter, a rabbi from 
Medina, along with the chief priest of the 
Najrani Christians, asked Muhammad, 
“Do you want us to worship you and 
take you as our Lord?” 

Muhammad replied, “I ask Allah's 
protection if anyone else besides Him is 
worshipped or if I were to order you to 
worship anyone else besides Him. He 
didn't send me to (ask you to worship 
me), nor did He order that from me.” 

This passage was then revealed, and he 
recited it to them. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 
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It's not the place of a mere mortal 
who's been given scripture by Allah, 
along with sound wisdom and the gift of 
prophecy, to tell people," Worship me 
instead of Allah." 

Rather, he should say, "Become people 
of the Lord as you've learned in the 
scriptures and as you've studied." crai 

Neither will a (true prophet) of Allah 
order you to take angels or prophets as 
lords (in place of Him). Would he order 
(the truth to be diluted) after already 
getting you to surrender (to Allah)? poi 

Allah's Message 

is Clearly Shown into History 

y\llah took a covenant with the 
(ancient) prophets (and their followers), 
saying, "I've given you the scripture and 
the (source of) wisdom. If another 
messenger ever comes to you (afteryour 
time), who confirms the truth of what you 
now possess, then (your descendants) 
must believe in him and help him." (Then 
Allah) said, "Do you agree to this 
pledge?" 

To which they answered, "Yes, we 
agree." Then (Allah) said, "So witness 
(your promise), even as I'm witnessing it 
along with you. tsi] Whoever breaks (this 
pledge) after this will be openly 
rebellious." pa 



Are they looking for a way of life other 
than the Way of Allah? Is this what they 
do even though all things within the 
heavens and the earth surrender willingly 
or unwillingly to Him, and even though 
all things must return to Him? pa 

Say to them," We believe in Allah and 
in what was revealed to us, as well as in 
what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob and the tribes (of Israel), and 
(we believe) in what was given to Moses 
and Jesus and to all other prophets from 
their Lord. 

"We don't claim that one of them was 
better than another, and to Him we 
surrender." pa 

Now if anyone looks for a way of life 
other than submission (to Allah), it will 
never be accepted of him, and in the next 
life he'll be among the losers, psi 
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On Weak Faith 


Background Info... v. 86-89 

A man from the Medinan converts, 
who were known as the Ansar, or 
Helpers, decided to abandon Islam and 
return to idolatry. He soon became 
remorseful and sent his relatives to the 
Prophet to ask him if he could repent and 
rejoin Islam. 

This section was then revealed in 
answer, and when the verses were later 
read to the man, he said, "I swear by 
Allah that my people didn't lie about me 
to the Messenger, nor did the Messenger 
lie to Allah, and Allah is the truest and 
most powerful of us three." He then 
went to the Prophet, and the Prophet 
accepted him back into the fold. (Asbab ui- 
Nuzul ) 


How can Allah guide a people 
who've resolved to cover over (the light 
of faith within their hearts), even after 
once having believed and witnessed to 
the truth of their messenger, and even 
after proof had come to them? Allah 
won't guide such corrupted people, iss] 

Their reward is the condemnation of 
Allah, the angels and all of humanity, ts7i 
and that will be their condition for all 
time. 

Their punishment will neither lighten 
nor will they get a break, issj Exempted 
are those (among them) who repent and 
reform themselves, for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful. rs9i 


As for those who reject (the truth) after 
once having believed, and who grow 
even more stubborn in their rejection, 
their repentance will never be accepted 
for they've gone so far astray, poi 

Those who cover over (their ability to 
see the truth) and who die in that state 
will never be able to ransom themselves - 
no, not for all the gold in the world! A 
painful punishment awaits them, and 
they'll have no one to help them, pu 

Defining Righteousness 

You'll never achieve virtue until 
you've (learned) to give to others (in 
charity) from even your most prized 
possessions, and whatever you spend in 
charity is known to Allah, m 
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Reconnecting 

with Abraham’s Way of Life 


Background Info... v. 93-94 

Apparently, there was a 
disagreement between some Jews and 
the Prophet about the eating of camels 
and rabbits. Islam allowed it while 
Judaism forbade it. (See Deuteronomy 14:7) 
This verse here was revealed explaining 
that before the Torah, the Jews could 
eat pretty much anything they wanted. 
Therefore, since the Qur'an now 
supersedes the Torah, the Jews should 
not object to the lifting of some food 
restrictions. (Asbab ui-Nuzui ) 


This passage was revealed in 
response, and it makes the case to the 
Jews that that city was just as steeped in 
antiquity as Jerusalem, and thus they 
should not boast that their city is better 
or more DrODer. (Asbab ul-Nuzul. Ibn Kathir) 


Say to them, "Allah speaks the truth, 
so follow the creed of Abraham, the 
natural monotheist, for he didn't make 
partners (with Allah), "psi 

The first house (of worship) for people 
was built in Becca, a blessed place from 
which emanates clear guidance for all. oe] 


I he Children of Israel were allowed 
to eat any type of food before the Torah 
was revealed, except for what Israel made 
unlawful for itself. 

So challenge them, (when they reject 
the lifting of some dietary restrictions), 
"Come forward and read from the Torah 
concerning this if you're so honest!" m 

Then, whoever invents a lie after this 
and attributes it to Allah, they're 
wrongdoers. [94] 

Be True to Abraham's Tradition 


Background Info... v. 95-97 

When the order came for the Muslims 
to start facing Mecca in prayer instead of 
Jerusalem, many Jews in Medina 
objected, saying there was no basis in 
the Torah for this. 



There are clear signs (of its sanctity) 
there, such as the place in which 
Abraham once stood. (It's a sanctuary) in 
which anyone can find safety. And so it's 
a duty laid upon all people from Allah 
that all who are able should find a way 
and make a pilgrimage to the House. 

Whoever still rejects (the truth), there's 
nothing that Allah needs from anyone in 
the entire universe. [97] 


95 














Remain True to Your Faith 

Say to them, “Followers of Earlier 
Revelation! Why do you refuse to accept 
(the truth) of Allah's (revealed) verses, 
especially since Allah witnesses 
everything you do?" psi 

Then ask them, “Followers of Earlier 
Revelation! Why do you try to prevent 
those who believe from following the 
path of Allah, attempting to make it seem 
crooked, while witnessing (that Allah is 
the truth)? Allah is not unmindful of what 
you're doing." [99] 

Don't be Tricked into Disunity 


Background Info... v. 100-109 

Before Islam came to Medina, the two 
large, local Arab tribes of Auws and 
Khazraj were prone to making war upon 
each other. In times of peace, the two 
sides would compose poetry belittling 
the other side and praising their own 
bravery and courage. 

After Islam came, both tribes made 
peace with each other and began to 
merge into a unified Muslim identity. 

One day a Jewish man named Shas 
(Shammas) ibn Qays happened to pass 
by a gathering of men from both tribes, 
and he became incensed that these old 
enemies should be so friendly with each 
other. 

He told a young friend of his to join 
them and start reciting poetry from their 
old days of conflict, particularly about 
the day when the Auws nearly wiped out 
the Khazraj. 


The young Jew started doing this, 
and within a short time the men of each 
tribe began taunting each other like they 
used to do before Islam. Passions rose 
so high that men began unsheathing 
their swords and challenging each other 
to fight. 

When the Prophet was informed 
about what was going on, he rushed to 
the street where the men were gathered 
and physically stood between the two 
mobs, calling for calm, and reciting this 
newly revealed passage loudly and trying 
his best to bring the anger of both sides 
down. The men relented after some 
time and then felt ashamed and began 
weeping, reaffirming their ties of 
religious brotherhood. 

One of the men later recalled, “On 
that day we hated no one more than the 
Messenger (for trying to make us forget 
our past feuds). Then, he waved his 
hand to us, we stopped, and Allah 
brought us together again. Afterwards, 
we never loved anyone more than we 
loved the Messenger. I have never seen 
a day that had such an evil and sad 
beginning, only to have a good end, like 
that day had.” ( Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ibn Is-haq ) 


you who believe! If you listen to 
some of the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation, they might (confuse) you into 
renouncing your faith after you had 
believed! uoo] 

How could you reject (your faith) while 
Allah's verses are being directed towards 
you and while His Prophet is by your 
side? Whoever holds firmly to Allah will 
be guided towards a straight path, [ion 
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All you who believe! Be mindful (of 
Allah) as much as you should be mindful 
(of Him), and don't let death come upon 
you without being surrendered (to His 

Will). [102] 

Hold firmly all together to the rope of 
Allah, and don't be divided. Remember 
His favors you received, for when you 
were enemies, He brought your hearts 
together in love and made you brothers 
as a favor from Him. 



You were on the brink of a fiery pit, 
but He saved you from it. This is how 
Allah makes His verses clear so you can 
be guided. uo3i 

So let there arise from among you a 
community that will invite (people) to the 
good and command (others to follow) 
what is known (to be right) while 
forbidding (them from) what is unfamiliar 


(to Allah's way of life), for it is these who 
will be the successful ones, wmi 

Don't be like those who divided 
themselves and took to conflicting views, 
even after receiving clear evidence of the 
truth. Tremendous punishment awaits 
them nos] on the day when some faces will 
be beaming brightly, while others will be 
overcast in darkness. 

Those whose faces will be overcast 
(from their shame) will be asked, “Didyou 
cover over the truth (of Allah in your 
heart) after having once believed in it? 

So now experience for yourselves the 
punishment for your rejection?' noei 

On the other hand, those whose faces 
will be bright and beaming (with joy) will 
remain within the mercy of Allah forever. 

[107] 

These are the (revealed) verses of Allah 
that We're conveying to you so that the 
truth can be established. Allah doesn't 
want any oppression (to exist) anywhere 
in the universe, (losi To Him belongs all 
things within the heavens and the earth, 
and all issues will go back to Him (for 
their resolution), uwi 

You are the best community brought 
out from humanity. You encourage what 
is recognized (as right), and you forbid 
what is unfamiliar (to Allah's good way), 
and you believe in Allah. 
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Now if the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation only had (this kind of sincere) 
faith, it would have been much better for 
them. 

Some of them (truly) believe (and 
practice their religion sincerely), but most 
of them are disobedient and wicked, moi 


Background Info... v. tit: 

A Jewish rabbi, ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, 
converted to Islam along with his family 
and some associates. The six most 
powerful leaders of the three Jewish 
tribes went to him and beat up him and 
his family. This verse was revealed in 
response to their injuries in order to 
console them. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


However, they can do you no real 
harm, save for some small injuries, and if 
they ever fought against you, they would 
most likely turn and flee with no one to 
save them, mu 

Disgrace overshadows them wherever 
they're found, except when they cling to 
Allah or cling to another people, for 
they've earned the burden of Allah's 
wrath and utter misery is spread over 
them. 

That's because of their rejecting the 
signs of Allah and killing the prophets 
against all right. They did that because 
they had rebelled and overstepped all 
bounds, mu 


Jews and Christians 
are not All the Same 


Background Info... v. 113-115 

Jewish converts to Islam such as Asad 
ibn ‘Ubayd, ThaTabah ibn Sa’yah and 
‘Abdullah ibn Salam are the immediate 
reference here. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) So this 
verse is referring to converts to Islam 
mainly from Judaism. 


They 're not all the same, for among 
the Followers of Earlier Revelation is a 
group that stands throughout the night 
reciting the revelations of Allah, and they 
bow themselves (before Him), mu 

They believe in Allah and the Last Day 
while encouraging what's known (to be 
good) and forbidding what's unfamiliar 
(to Allah's good way of life), and they 
hurry to do acts of righteousness. They're 
among the morally upright. 1114) 

Nothing will be rejected of the good 
they did, for Allah knows about those 
who are mindful (of Him), mu 

As for those who cover over (the 
knowledge of the truth in their hearts), 
neither their money nor their children will 
save them in the least from Allah. They'll 

be companions of the FlRE, and 
that's where they're going to stay! mei 
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The example of what they spend in the 
life of this world is like a chill wind that 

brings bitter frost It strikes down the 
fruit of the harvest of those who've done 
wrong to their own souls. Allah is not 
doing any injustice to them; rather, 
they're bringing it upon their own selves. 

[1171 

Don't Make Friends with 
those who would Destroy You 


Background Info... v. 118 

This verse was revealed after the 
Jews of Medina shed any pretenses of 
neutrality or goodwill and became 
openly hostile to the Muslims and their 
religion. 

Some Muslims, who had close 
working relationships with the Jews 
before Islam, still tried to maintain those 
close friendships afterwards, even 
though many of their old friends were 
now working against the faith. This 
verse is admonishing them for this. 

(lb n Kathir ) 


you who believe! Don't take 
those from outside your own ranks to be 
your intimate companions, for they'll try 
anything to corrupt you, as they only 
want to ruin you. 

Bitter hatred issues from their mouths, 
and what their hearts are hiding is far 
worse. We're making these verses clear 
for you, if you would (only use) your 
sense! [lwi 


Really now! You're ready to love them 
while they have no love for you - even 
though you believe in all of (Allah's) 
scriptures. Whenever they meet you, they 
spare no effort to say," We believe (in 
Allah), too!" 

Yet, when they're away from your 
presence, they gnaw at their fingertips in 
rage against you. Say to them, "Perish in 
your hatred! Allah knows all the secrets 
of the heart." om 


If you're doing well, it aggravates 
them, but if some misfortune befalls you, 
they're delighted. 

If you would just remain patient (in 
adversity) and be ever mindful (of Allah), 
then their scheming won't harm you in 
the least, for Allah encompasses 
everything they attempt. 11201 
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On the Battle of Uhud 


Background Info... v. 121-127 

The famous Battle of Uhud took place 
in the year 625 near a small cluster of low 
mountains just outside of Medina. The 
Meccan idol-worshippers, who wanted 
to avenge their loss at Badr the year 
before, organized an army of about 
3,000 foot soldiers and cavalry and 
marched towards the city of their foes. 

The Prophet (and 'Abdullah ibn 
Ubayy) wanted to defend from the city, 
but many of the younger companions 
were eager to go out and fight, assuming 
Allah would help them as He had at Badr 
the year before. Eventually, the Prophet 
gave in to their desire, and although 
some companions changed their minds, 
the Prophet explained that once a 
Prophet suits up for battle, he doesn't 
remove his armor until Allah has made a 
resolution. ( Bukhari ) So the Muslims met 
the idol-worshippers in battle with 700 
men (and a few women). 

Originally the Muslims had set out 
with 1,000 men, but 300 men, following 
the hypocrite, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy, left 
the battlefield and returned to Medina. 
(Ibn Ubayy claimed he was angry at the 
Prophet for not heeding his advice to 
remain behind the city's walls for 
defense. Later he changed his excuse to 
saying that he didn't think a real battle 
would happen, and that's why he 
returned home.) The dispirited Muslims 
were roused to courage by the Prophet's 
words, and the battle began in earnest. 

The greatly outnumbered but more 
disciplined Muslims were winning the 
fight at first, and the Meccans began to 
flee. However, some archers that the 
Prophet placed on a hill to guard a rear 
pass left their posts against orders to 
collect booty from the battlefield. 


This enabled a surprise rear attack by 
the Meccan cavalry led by Khalid ibn 
Waleed, who was not yet a Muslim. 

After some confusion, the 
beleaguered Muslims were forced to 
retreat backwards up the small mountain 
of Uhud, but then they eventually held 
their ground, though many Muslims 
(about 70) had been slain. The Meccan 
army returned to their camp claiming 
victory, even though the battle was 
actually more of a draw, for just as many 
Meccans lay dead as Muslims. 
Muhammad brought a contingent of his 
followers back out for battle again the 
next day, but the Meccans decided to 
withdraw in the night, holding on to their 
narrowly won bragging rights. ( ibnHisham ) 


Remember that morning, 
(Muhammad), when you left your family 
to assign the believers to their battle 
stations (at the Mountain of Uhud). Allah 

was listening, and He knew (all about it). 

[ 121 ] 






Remember when two of your 
regiments almost lost the will to fight. 
Yet, Allah was their guardian, and the 
believers should trust in Allah! [122] 
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As it happened, Allah had already 
helped you once before at the (Battle of) 
Badr when you were only a small force, so 
be mindful of Allah so you can show your 
gratitude. ti 23 i 

Remember that you (had to rally) the 
believers, saying, "Isn't it enough (to 
know) that your Lord will help you with 
three thousand angels? [i 24 ] 

"Really now, if you hold firm (in the 
face of hardship) and are mindful (of 
Allah), then even in the face of an 
onslaught, your Lord will send five 
thousand angels rushing in a massive 
blitz?' ii 25 i 

Allah didn't convey this good news for 
any other reason than to assure your 
hearts, for there is no help save from 
Allah, the Powerful and Wise. 11261 
(Through your efforts, He intended) to 
vanquish a section of the faithless or 
steep them in notoriety, so they would 
have to turn back in unfulfilled 
frustration. [1271 


Background Info... v. 128-129 

Once after a dawn prayer, the 
Prophet prefaced his usual supplications 
by asking Allah to curse certain of the 
most hated Meccan idol-worshippers. 

He stopped in mid-sentence when this 
passage was revealed, for it told him it 
was not his place to call curses down 
upon anyone, (ibn Kathir) 


Now it's not your place to pardon 
them or punish them, for they're certainly 
oppressors. Everything within the 
heavens and the earth belongs to Allah, 
ins] He forgives whomever He wants and 
punishes whomever He wants, and Allah 
is forgiving and merciful. ti»i 

Patient Perseverance 

Ah you who believe! Don't consume 
interest-money, doubled and redoubled! 
Be mindful of Allah so you can be (truly) 
successful. (i3oi Beware of the Fire 
that's been prepared for those who cover 
over (their awareness of the truth), imi 
Obey Allah and His Messenger so you can 
receive mercy. 11321 



Race together towards your Lord's 
forgiveness and to a Garden as wide as 
the heavens and the earth - reserved only 
for those who were mindful (of Allah). [1331 

They spent (in the cause of Allah) in 
good times and bad, restrained their 
temper and overlooked the faults of 
others. Allah loves those who are good. 

(1341 
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Seek the Forgiveness of Allah 


Explaining the Loss at Uhud 


Background Info... v. 135-136 

A man named Nabhan saw a beautiful 
woman in Medina. He wooed her, 
bought her some food and embraced 
her. He felt ashamed later and told the 
Prophet about what happened. This 
passage was then revealed in comment 
on the incident. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


were the ones who, when they 
committed some indiscretion or wrong 
act against their souls, remembered Allah 
and sought His forgiveness. Who can 
pardon except Allah? 

Furthermore, they don't consciously 
recommit those (sins after having 
repented of them), tusi Their reward will 
be forgiveness from their Lord and 
gardens beneath which rivers flow in 
which they'll live forever - what an 
excellent reward for those who labored 
(in the world for Allah)! me] 

Many ways of life have passed away 
before your time. So travel all over the 
world, and see how those (former 
civilizations) that denied (the truth) came 
to an end. 1137] 

This is a clear lesson for people and 
also a source of guidance and 
admonition for those who are mindful (of 
Allah). (i 38 ) 


Background Info... v. 139-141 

The Muslims were winning at the 
battle of Uhud until fifty archers the 
Prophet had set to watch a rear 
weakness abandoned their posts to 
collect the goods the fleeing Meccans 
had left behind. Many Muslims died in 
the resulting counterattack of the 
Meccans. When the Prophet returned to 
Medina with his dispirited forces after 
the disaster, the women of the city came 
out beating their faces with their hands 
in sorrow over their dead husbands and 
sons. 

The Prophet cried to Allah, “Is this 
what became of your Messenger?" Then 
this passage was revealed to console 
him, and he recited it to the people. The 
resolve of the believers was restored, 
even if only slowly, and thus many were 
purged of lingering doubt and weakness 
Of faith. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Don't lose hope or get despondent, 
for you must triumph, that is if you really 
believe. 11391 

For sure, if you're injured, know that 
others have been injured likewise. We 
alternate days (of triumph and defeat) 
among (nations) so that Allah can make 
known those who believe and also so that 
He can take for Himself martyrs from 
among you. 

Allah has no love for oppressors, (and 
He may use other nations to keep them 
in check), [uoi Even further, Allah (uses 
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such setbacks) as a way to purge the 
believers (of any impurities) and to erase 
the gains of those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth). [i4i] 

Did you think that you could enter 
Paradise without first being tested by 
Allah so He could make known who 
among you strives hard (in His cause) and 
(who among you) perseveres (under 
pressure)? [U2\ 

And so you (said that) you wanted to 
give your life (in His cause) before you 
met death, (though that was before you 
actually saw it), and now you see (death) 
right in front of you! [i43j 

No One will Live Forever 


Background Info... v. 144-148 

During the confusion of the Meccan 
counterattack at Uhud, some Muslims 
thought Muhammad had been struck 
down and killed. (Ibn Qami'a, a fierce 
pagan warrior, even boasted of killing 
the Prophet to his fellow pagans, though 
he had succeeded in killing only the 
Prophet's standard-bearer, Mus'ab ibn 
Umayr, and he mistook him for the 
Prophet.) 

The Muslims then raised their voices 
in lamentation, and this caused many 
Muslims to further lose heart and flee. 
One man called out that he wished 
‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy would come and cut 
a deal with Abu Sufyan, while another 
cried out that the Muslims should 
abandon Islam and return to the idols, 
for if Muhammad were a true Prophet, 
he would not have been killed. 


Muhammad had only been hit and 
wounded on his face; he didn't remain 
down. Instead, he stood and cried out 
loudly, “Come to me, servants of Allah!" 
So thirty companions, such as ‘Ali, Abu 
Bakr and a woman named Nusaybah bint 
K'ab, among others, formed a protective 
cordon so the Prophet could be whisked 
away to the slope of Uhud in an 
expeditious wav. 

Another companion, named Anas ibn 
an-Nadr, who didn't see the Prophet in 
the confusion, called to the fleeing 
Muslims near him, saying, “People! If 
Muhammad has been killed, surely his 
Lord is alive and will never die. What 
would you want to do with your lives 
after he was no longer here? Fight for 
what he fought for! O Allah! I ask for 
Your forgiveness for what they've said, 
and I have nothing to do with it!" Then 
he fought on until he was killed. This 
passage was revealed about that 
desperate episode and also about men 
such as Anas who stood firm against all 
odds. (Baydawi) 


fvluhammad is no more than a 
messenger. There were many 
messengers who passed away before him. 
If he dies or is killed, would you then turn 
and run away? 


Anyone who runs away does no harm 
to Allah in the least, and Allah will quickly 
reward (those who serve Him) in 
gratitude, tuq 


No one can die without Allah's 
permission, (for every soul has) an 
appointed time written (for it). So if 
anyone desires the rewards of this world, 
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We'll give them to him, and if anyone 
desires the rewards of the next life, We'll 
give them to him, and We'll swiftly 
reward those who are thankful, [wsi 

How many were the prophets who 
fought alongside men of the Lord? They 
never lost heart, even after all that befell 
them in the cause of Allah, nor did they 
weaken or surrender. Allah loves those 
who patiently persevere! U 46 i 

Their words (of strength) were nothing 
more than this: "Our Lord!" they prayed, 
"Forgive us our sins, make our stand firm, 
and help us against the people who cover 
over (their awareness of You)!" [M7] 

Allah gave them a reward in this world, 
and (they'll receive) an excellent reward in 
the next life, for Allah loves those who do 
good. [M8] 

A Hard Lesson at Uhud 

I you who believe! If you follow 
(the suggestions of) those who cover over 
(their faith in Allah), they might make you 
turn away (from faith, yourselves); then 
your retreat (from faith) would be to your 
own loss. [i49] By no means! Allah is your 
protector and the best helper of all! uso] 

We're soon going to put panic into the 
hearts of those who rejected (true faith) 
in return for their holding others as 
equals with Allah - (a position for which) 
He sent no authority! Their home is in 


the Fire, and how terrible a place for the 
wrongdoers! psu 


promise when, by His leave, you were 
about to vanquish your foes (at the Battle 
of Uhud), but then you flinched and 
argued over your orders (to guard the 
mountain pass). 



Background Info... v. 152 

The Prophet had left ‘Abdullah ibn 
Jubayr (d. 625) in charge of 50 archers, 
and he told them not to move from their 
place, even if they saw the rest of the 
army being defeated. When the 
Meccans began to flee, the archers saw 
the Meccan women running away over 
the hills, pulling up their dresses as they 
ran, exposing their anklets. 

A cry went up among the archers, 
“The war booty! The war booty!” Ibn 
Jubayr ordered the men to stay in 
position. However, they argued with 
him, and most abandoned their posts, 
thinking they could safely start collecting 
war booty. That disobedience cost the 
Muslims dearly, as the Meccan cavalry 
launched a counterattack that caused 
the deaths of some 70 Muslims. (ibnHhham) 

Later on, in Medina, some of 
Muhammad’s followers began 
complaining, asking how they could have 
lost the battle when they were assured 
that they would win. This verse was 
revealed in response, telling them that 
Allah was holding up His end of the 
bargain, while some from among them 
(the archers) failed to do their part by 
running after material gains. (Asbab ul- 
Nuzul ) 


Allah was certainly fulfilling His 
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You disobeyed (the Prophet's orders) 
after (Allah) showed you (the war-prizes) 
that you coveted. 

Some among you desired the things of 
this world, while others desired the next 
life. He allowed you to be distracted 
from your enemy so He could test you (in 
order to discipline you, and even though 
you failed in your duty), He's forgiven 
you, for Allah is limitless in His favor 
towards those who believe. 11521 



When you were scrambling up the 
slopes (of Mount Uhud in full retreat), not 
even noticing those around you, the 
Messenger was behind you, calling you to 
come back (and face the enemy, but you 
ignored him). 

So Allah brought the disappointment 
(of shame) upon you, even as you 
disappointed (the Prophet by running 


away from him. This added shame) befell 
you so that you wouldn't feel bad only for 
the (war-prizes) you missed, but also for 
what you suffered, as well, and Allah is 
well-informed of all that you do. [isbi 

Then, after this time of distress, He 
allowed a feeling of peace and 
confidence to descend upon a group of 
you. Even still, another faction (of your 
people) took to venting their frustrations 
and spoke out against Allah, thinking 
thoughts of pagan ignorance, saying, 
"Don't we have any say in the matter?" 

Say to them, “Surely every command 
belongs to Allah.” They try to hide their 
lack of conviction from you by lamenting, 
"If only we were in charge, there would've 
been far fewer casualties (from the 
battle)." 

Say to them, "Even if you had 
remained in your homes (within the city 
of Medina, like you had wanted from the 
beginning), those whose time it was to 
die would still have gone forth to their 
place of death." 

This was merely (a test) so Allah could 
show your true feelings and purge (any 
impurities) in your hearts, for He knows 
the secrets of the mind. (i54) 

Those who deserted (their posts on 
the battlefield) on the day the two armies 
clashed (at Uhud) were made to fail by 
Shaytan, (who had some influence over 
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them) because of some (sins) they had 
earned before. However, Allah forgave 
them, for Allah is forgiving and 
forbearing, tissj 

Affirmation in Death 


Background Info... v. 156 

The Muslim losses from Uhud were 
high, and their families mourned them 
greatly in typical Arab fashion. The 
Prophet sought to curtail some of the 
more extravagant mourning rituals. He 
forbade excessive wailing, the hiring of 
professional wailers, self-cutting, the 
tearing of one’s clothes and killing 
animals to mourn the dead. This verse 
was revealed to bolster this change in 
custom. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma’ariful Qur’an ) 


you who believe! Don't be like 
those who cover (their awareness of the 
truth), and who despair over their 
brothers (who've died) while traveling the 
land or in battle, crying (loudly), "If only 
they would've stayed here with us (safe at 
home), then they wouldn't have died or 
been killed." 

Allah brings this regret upon their 
hearts, for only Allah has the power to 
preserve life or take it away, and Allah 
sees everything that you do. use] 

Know that if you're killed or if you 
happen to die in the cause of Allah, 
forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far 
better than (all the worldly possessions) 
they can collect. ns7j 


(Know that) if you happen to die or are 
killed that you're going to be gathered 
back to Allah (in the end anyway), ussj 


Background Info... v. 159 

The Prophet was in a difficult position 
for some months after the debacle at 
Uhud. On the one hand, he had wanted 
to defend from the city, but the will of 
the majority was to go out to fight in the 
countryside, and then a portion of his 
followers had disobeyed his orders on 
the battlefield and this caused the 
defeat. While on the other hand, many 
people were now getting emotional due 
to their losses and ignored those facts. 
Many Muslims were also stunned and 
had their faith shaken and were 
questioning Muhammad’s mission, 
ignoring the fact that it was not his fault 
that things turned out the way they did. 
This verse was revealed to the Prophet 
as general advice that he should not get 
too frustrated or angry with all that 
people were saying. (at-Tabari, ibn Kathir, 
Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


It's only due to Allah's mercy that 
you're gentle with the (believers in their 
time of stress), for if you were ever to be 
harsh with them they would scattered 
away from you. 

So overlook their shortcomings, pray 
for their forgiveness and seek their 
counsel on relevant issues. When you 
have come to a mutual decision, then put 
your trust in Allah, for He loves those who 
trust in Him. [159J 
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If Allah helps you, 
who can defeat you? 

If He forsakes you, 
who can help you after that? 

So the believers should put 
their trust in Allah. uso] 

Trust in the Prophet 


Background Info— v. 161-164 

This passage was revealed in 
response to an incident in which some 
hypocrites started a rumor that the 
Prophet had withheld a blanket from the 
distribution of the captured Badr war 
booty. This verse reminds the Muslims 
that unfairly taking anything from the 
booty is a sin and that it is foolish to 
accuse the Prophet, who is the least 
interested in material goods among 
them all, of withholding something. 

(Ibn Kathir) 


IMo prophet should ever withhold 
anything, for whoever withholds 
something will be made to give 
restitution for what he withheld on the 
Day of Assembly. Then every soul will be 
paid back for what it's earned, and no 
one will be wronged, aeij 

Can someone who follows Allah be 
equal to someone who has Allah's wrath 
drawn over him, and whose home is in 
Hellfire? How terrible a destination! [1621 
These two types (of people) are on 
entirely different levels in the sight of 


Allah, and Allah is watching everything 
they do. [i 63 i 

And so it was that the believers were 
favored by Allah when He raised up a 
messenger from among them who 
recited the verses of Allah to them, 
purified them, and who taught them 
scripture and wisdom; they were lost in 
error before, umi 

There is a Lesson in Failure 

at! After a single setback in 
which you inflicted twice (the damage) 
that you suffered, (you begin to question 
Allah), saying, “How could the (disaster at 
Uhud) have happened?" 

Say to them," You were the cause of 
your own (defeat through your own 
disobedience), for Allah has power over 
all things." uesi 

What you experienced on the day 
when the two armies met (at Uhud) was 
by Allah's permission so that He could 
test the believers ueei - and the hypocrites, 
too. 

When they were told, "Come and fight 
in the cause of Allah, or at the very least 
defend yourselves," {they offered) 
excuses, saying, “If we knew a fight was 
(really) going to happen, then we 
would've surely followed you (in the 
battle)." 
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They were much closer to disbelief 
than belief that day. They said with their 
lips the opposite of what was in their 
hearts, and Allah knows what they were 
hiding. [i 67 ] 



Now they're lamenting, after they've 
been sitting (in safety all along), "If only 
(our slain friends) would've listened to us 
(and not fought in the Battle of Uhud), 
then they wouldn't have been killed." 

(Then challenge the hypocrites by) 
saying, “So save yourselves from death , if 
you have that power!" ties] 

The Reward for Ultimate Sacrifice 


The Prophet replied, “Let me tell you, 
Allah doesn't speak to anyone except 
from behind a veil, and He talked to your 
father (in Paradise) for he had fought 
(and died). He said to him, 'My servant, 
ask Me whatever you wish, and I shall 
grant it/ Your father said, 'Send me back 
to the world to be killed again fighting in 
Your cause/ Allah answered, 'I have 
already given the order that no one can 
go back to it/ So he answered, 'Lord, 
then tell those who will come after me 
(about the reward V” 

Then the Prophet announced to his 
grieving companions that Allah had 
taken the souls of the martyrs who 
perished at Uhud and placed them within 
the bodies of green birds and set them 
free in Paradise. They get all that they 
need from the fruit trees and streams of 
Paradise, and they spend time every day 
perched beneath the throne of Allah on 
special branches shaped like 
candelabras. 

When they first noticed the endless 
luxury of Paradise, they asked out loud, 
“Can someone inform (our relatives and 
friends in the world) about how well we 
live here, so they can stop mourning over 
us and continue to strive like we did?” 
Allah told them that He would do that, 
and thus He revealed this passage to 
Muhammad so all his followers would 
know. (Abu Dawud, Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


— ‘ “ — 

Background Info... v. 169-171 

A man named Jabir was silently 
lamenting the loss of his father at the 
Battle of Uhud. The Prophet saw him 
and asked, “Why are you looking so 
glum?” Jabir answered, “My father was 
killed, and he left behind debts and 
children.” 


Don't think that those who are killed 
in the cause of Allah are dead. No way! 
They're alive and getting their needs met 
in the presence of their Lord. [i 69 i They're 
rejoicing in His bounty, and also because 
(they know that through their sacrifice) 
the ones they left behind are (better) 
protected from fear and distress, [no] 
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They're rejoicing in the good pleasure 
of Allah and in His bounty! Truly, Allah 
doesn't let the reward of the faithful ever 
become lost, imj 

The Resolute and the Brave 


Background Info... v. 172-178 

The day after their debacle at Uhud, 
many Muslim fighters, including the 
Prophet, had been wounded. 
Muhammad, however, called for 
volunteers to go out and meet the 
Meccans in the field once more, (as the 
Meccans were resolving themselves to 
fight another battle, for their objectives 
of killing Muhammad and capturing 
goods and slaves had not been met). 
About 70 able-bodied men joined the 
Prophet, though by the time the Muslims 
left Medina, following the trail of the 
Meccans, the Meccans had already 
departed and decided not to fight, 
preferring to return home. The Prophet 
went as far as a market town known as 
Hamra al-Asad before turning back. 

Before the Meccans withdrew, 
however, they sent a challenge to the 
Muslims to meet them again in battle at 
Badr (the sight of the first Battle of Badr) 
the following year during a trade fair that 
was to be held there. Many heeded the 
Prophet's call to march at that time. 

Though some hypocrites and an 
agent of the Meccans named Nu'aym ibn 
Mas'ud tried to instill fear in the Muslims 
in both instances (by saying the Meccan 
army was huge), the conviction that they 
must follow their leader caused many of 
the faithful to accompany the Prophet. 
The Meccans did not show up at Badr in 
626 CE. The Muslims joined in the trade 
fair, and many of the believers made 
handsome profits. 


This second trip to Badr is often 
called Badr Suehra. or Little Badr. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


1 hose who responded to the call of 
Allah and the Messenger (to march to 
Badr once again, one year after Uhud), 
even while some of them were still 
wounded (from Uhud), (should know 
that) there's a valuable reward for those 
who do good and remain mindful (of 
Allah). [i 72 ] 

Even after people told them, "A great 
force (of men) is massed against you, so 
fear them," (instead of wavering), it only 
increased their conviction and they said, 
"Allah is enough for us, and He's the most 
favorable (One upon Whom) to rely" w 


■ c 



And so they returned with the grace 
and bounty of Allah, and no harm 
overcame them (for the Meccans had 
failed to appear). They were following 
the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is the 
master of tremendous bounty, tmi 

It's only Shaytan who instills the fear of 
his minions in you, so don't fear them. 
Rather, fear Me if you (really) do believe. 

[ 175 ] 
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Don't worry over those who rush to 
reject (Allah), because they don't do any 
harm to Allah at all. Allah wants to 
exclude them from any share in the next 
life - except for suffering a terrible 
punishment 1 inei 

Those who buy rejection (of the truth) 
at the cost of faith don't do the least bit 
of harm to Allah. They're going to 
receive a painful punishment indeed! 11771 

Those who cover over (their awareness 
of the truth) shouldn't think that their 
(apparent) free reign (and their illusion of 
power) is to their advantage. We're only 
giving them more time to increase in 
their sinfulness, and then a humiliating 
punishment will await them! imi 

Why does Allah Test Us? 

y\llah won't leave the believers in 
the (weak) position that they're now in 
until He separates what is filthy from what 
is wholesome, nor will Allah give you 
insight into what is beyond human 
perception. Instead, 

He chooses from among His 
messengers as He wills (and assigns each 
his own level of success). 

So believe in Allah and His Messenger, 
for if you believe and remain mindful (of 
your duty to Allah), then this will secure 
for you a valuable reward, insi 



Those who greedily hoard what Allah 
has provided them from out of His 
bounty shouldn't think that it will be to 
their advantage. 

On the contrary, it's to their detriment, 
for soon what their greed held back will 
be tied around their necks on the Day of 
Assembly. 

To Allah belongs the inheritance of the 
heavens and the earth, and Allah is well- 
informed of everything you do. uso] 

No One should Belittle Allah 


Background Info... v. 181-182 

After verse 2:245 was revealed to the 
Muslims, Abu Bakr paid a visit to a 
rabbinical school in a Jewish 
neighborhood in Medina. He found one 
of their scholars, Finhas ibn Azoura’, 
surrounded by students. 

Abu Bakr spoke to him, saying, “Fear 
Allah and accept Islam, for I swear to 
Allah that you know Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah who has brought 
Allah’s truth to you. It is written in your 
Torah, so believe and accept it. Lend a 
goodly loan to Allah so He will double 
your reward and admit you into 
Paradise.” 
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Finhas replied, “Abu Bakr, you're 
suggesting that Allah borrows money 
from us? However, only the poor borrow 
from the rich. If what you're saying is 
true, then Allah is poor, and we are rich. 

If He were really rich, Himself, then He 
wouldn't borrow money from us!" Abu 
Bakr became angry and slapped Finhas, 
saying, “I swear by the One Who holds 
my soul, if we didn't have a treaty then I 
would cut your throat, you enemy of 
Allah." 

Later, Finhas went to the Prophet to 
complain, saying, “Look at what your 
companion did to me!" The Prophet 
asked Abu Bakr what happened and why, 
and after Abu Bakr told the story, this 
passage was then revealed. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


/\llah heard (the boast) of those who 
said, "Allah is poor while we are rich!" 
We're going to record their statement, 
along with their unjust murdering of the 
prophets of old against all right. 



We're going to say to them, "Taste the 
punishment of the burning agony! tmi 
This is for what you did with your own 
hands." 


However, (in the Next Life) Allah will 
never bring harm to those who (sincerely) 
served Him. [i82i 

Yet, they also said, "Allah made us 
promise to reject every messenger unless 
he comes with a sacrifice of burnt 
offerings." 

Say to them, "Many messengers came 
to you before me with clear evidence and 
even with that for which you're asking. 

So why did you kill them if you're being 
so honest?" [i 83 i 

Then if they deny you, (Muhammad), 
so, too, were other messengers denied 
before who came with clear evidence, 
sober prophecies and enlightened 
scripture, [imi 

It will be a Hard Road 

Every soul will have to experience 
death, and on the Day of Assembly each 
of you will receive your full payback. 

The one who is saved from the Fire 
and who is admitted into the Garden will 
have achieved the ultimate goal. The 
life of this world is nothing more than 
material gains and illusions, nasi 
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Background Info... v. 186 

One day, the Prophet tried to preach 
Islam to a mixed gathering that included 
‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy, a prominent citizen 
of Medina who was supposed to have 
been crowned king of the city, but 
whose planned rise to power was 
thwarted by the arrival of the Prophet 
and his new influence in the city. 

Ibn Ubayy told the Prophet not to 
bother him and his friends with his 
preaching, while one of those gathered 
spoke up, saying that he wanted to hear 
more. This caused an uproar, and the 
gathered Muslims, hypocrites, idol- 
worshippers and Jews began quarreling 
with each other. 

The Prophet tried his best to calm 
them down and then left. He told a 
companion named Sa'd ibn ‘Ubada, 
whom he met after the incident, that Ibn 
Ubayy was disrespectful, whereupon the 
young man said that the Prophet 
shouldn't hold hard feelings towards Ibn 
Ubayy for he had to understand that his 
coming had deprived him of a crown. He 
then asked the Prophet to forgive the 
insolence of Ibn Ubayy. This verse was 
revealed regarding this incident, and the 
Prophet resolved to bear with patience 
the future antics of ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy. 

( Bukhari ) 


You're certainly going to be tested 
through your wealth and your own selves, 
and you're going to hear much that will 
distress you from those who received 
scripture before you, and from those who 
make partners (with Allah). 


Yet, if you persevere and remain 
mindful (of your duty to Allah), then this 
will determine many results, nasi 

Recall that Allah took an agreement 
from those who received previous 
revelation. They were (supposed to make 
the message of Allah) clearly evident to 
people and not to hide it, but they threw 
it away behind their backs and made a 
little profit off of it. What a despicable 
bargain they made! [i 87 ] 

Don't think that those who are smug 
(in their deceit) and who love to be 
praised for what they didn't do - don't 
think that they'll escape retribution, for a 
painful punishment awaits them, ussi 

To Allah belongs the control of the 
heavens and earth, and Allah has power 
over all things. n 89 i 

The Call of Faith in Allah 


Background Info... v. 190-194 

Years after the Prophet passed away, 
Ibn ‘Umar and ‘Ubayd ibn ‘Umayr went 
to visit the Prophet’s widow A’ishah. She 
spoke to them from behind a curtain and 
said, “’Ubayd, why haven’t you come to 
visit more often?” 

He answered, “Remember what the 
poet said, ‘Visit every once in a while, and 
you’ll be loved all the more.’” Ibn ‘Umar 
then asked A’ishah, “Tell us about the 
most unusual thing you ever saw the 
Messenger of Allah do.” A’ishah paused 
and began to cry. 
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Then she said, “Everything he did was 
amazing. One night, he came close to 
me until his skin touched my skin, and he 
said, ‘Let me worship my Lord/ I said to 
him, ‘By Allah, I love your being close to 
me, and I also love it when you worship 
your Lord/ 

“Then he used a water skin to 
perform ablution, without wasting any 
water, and he stood up in prayer and 
cried until his beard became wet. Then 
he prostrated and cried until the floor 
was wet. Then he laid down on his side 
and cried. 

“When Bilal came to alert the 
Prophet about the coming of the dawn 
prayer, (he saw the Prophet's eyes red 
from weeping), and he said, ‘Messenger 
of Allah! Why are you crying when Allah 
has already forgiven your future and past 
sins?' 

“He answered, ‘Bilal, what's keeping 
you from crying, when this night these 
verses were revealed to me? Whoever 
recites them, but then doesn't think 
deeply upon them, will be ruined.'" 

(Ibn Kathir) 





Truly , in the creation of the heavens 
and the earth and in the alternation of 
night and day are signs for people who 
think deeply, uooi 

They remember Allah while standing, 
sitting or lying down on their sides, and 
they contemplate the creation of the 
heavens and earth, (saying): 

"Our Lord! You didn't create 
all of this for nothing! 

Glory be to You! Save us from the 
punishment of the Fire, imi 

Our Lord, whomever You send into 
Hellfire is indeed covered in shame, 
and the wrongdoers will never 
find anyone to help them." 11921 

"Our Lord, we've heard the call 
of one who calls us to faith. 
'Believe in the Lord, ’ (he said), 
and we do have faith. 

Our Lord, forgive us our sins, 
pardon our shortcomings 
and take our souls back to You 
in the company of the righteous. [1931 

Our Lord, grant us what 
You've promised us 
through Your messengers, 
and save us from humiliation 
on the Day of Assembly, 
for You never break Your word." [1941 
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Equality in 

Righteousness before Allah 


Background Info... v. 195 

Umm Salamah was the first woman 
to migrate from Mecca to Medina during 
the exodus of Muslims from pagan 
persecution. She once asked the 
Prophet why Allah didn’t mention 
women specifically when He praised 
those who migrated for His sake. This 
verse was revealed to answer her 
question. (Bukhari) 


Lord has accepted them (and 
will comfort them by) saying ,"I'll never let 
the efforts of any of you who made an 
effort (on behalf of Allah) become lost, be 
he male or female, for you're equally 
from each other. 

" Those who left their homes, or who 
were driven away, or who suffered in My 
cause, or who fought or were killed, I will 
pardon their shortcomings and admit 
them to gardens beneath which rivers 
flow - and a reward from Allah's Own 
presence is the best reward of all!" iwsi 

Don't be fooled by those who cover 
over (the light of faith within their hearts) 
and who seem to do (whatever they want 
in the land without getting punished). u%] 



It's only a brief time of pleasure for 
them - a time that will be followed by 
Hellfire- and oh, how terrible a 
destination! 11971 

However, those who are mindful (of 
their duty) to their Lord will soon find 
themselves among gardens beneath 
which rivers flow, and there they'll live 
forever! (That's) a dispensation from 
Allah, and what's with Allah is best for the 
righteous, iws] 

The Sincerity of True Jews and 
Christians 


Background Info... v. 199 

This verse was revealed when the 
king of Abyssinia died. He was the 
Christian king who accepted a number of 
Muslim refugees who had fled 
persecution in Mecca, and who refused 
to hand them over to a visiting 
delegation of Meccan idol-worshippers 
who wanted to imprison them. 

The Prophet asked his community to 
pray for him, and he beseeched Allah to 
accept him and forgive him. 
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When the hypocrites of Medina heard 
about this, they began taunting the 
Muslims for praying for someone who 
was not of their religion. This verse was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 

Some commentators say the king 
accepted Islam before he died. 


y\.mong the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation are some who believe in Allah 
and in the revelation sent to both you 
and to them. 


They stand in awe of Allah and don't 
sell the verses of Allah for a small profit. 
They'll certainly have their reward waiting 
with their Lord, for Allah is quick in 
settling accounts, uw) 

All you who believe! Be patient (in 
adversity), (strive together) in 
perseverance, and labor on. Be mindful 
(of your duty) to Allah so you can be truly 
successful. 1200] 
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The Women 

4 An-Nisa' 
Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

The greater part of the various verses of this chapter was revealed during the fourth year after 
the arrival of the Prophet in Medina at a time when many social issues were being addressed. There 
were long-standing Arab customs about which the community asked the Prophet with regard to 
marital life, gender equality and the family. Although traditional Arabian culture held little regard 
for the rights or status of women, the basic premise taken by the Qur'an was that women were the 
equals of men before Allah. This was quite a revolutionary concept in a society that devalued 
women to the point of practicing infanticide against unwanted female newborns. 

The Qur'an altered or abolished many such ignorant Arab customs and offered a new compact 
in the family structure. While men were still given the symbolic leadership role in the family, the 
rights of women were vastly expanded and documented in scripture. The most noble husband, in 
the words of Muhammad, is the one who is most kind and dutiful to his family. This chapter also 
talks about the dangers that hypocrites pose to a morally ordered society. Interfaith issues are also 
addressed with regard to some of the theological differences among Islam, Judaism and 
Christianity. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


you people! Be mindful of your 
Lord Who created you from a single soul 
and from her (He) created her mate. 

From these two were raised all the 
multitudes of men and women (all over 
the world). 

Be mindful of Allah, the One in Whose 
name you demand your mutual (rights), 
and (have respect for women from 
whose) wombs (you are all born), for 
Allah is certainly watching you. m 
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The Strong must 
not Oppress the Weak 


Background Info... v. 2 

A man from the large tribe of 
Ghatafan was the guardian of his 
orphaned nephew and his property. 
When the boy came of age, he requested 
to be given control over his property, but 
his uncle had mixed all of the boy's 
property with his own, and he refused to 
relinquish it to him. 

The nephew went to the Prophet to 
complain, and this verse was revealed as 
a result. When the uncle learned of it, he 
accepted its command and released the 
property to his nephew. (Asbab ui-Nuzui) 


Return to the orphans (who are 
under your care) their rightful property 
(when they're of mature legal age), and 
don't substitute your inferior goods for 
their superior ones. Don't swallow up 
their possessions by losing track of them 
in yours, for that's an enormous crime. [ 2 ] 

Don’t Marry Orphan 
Women to Oppress Them 


Background Info... v. 3 

A'ishah, the Prophet's wife, said this 
verse was revealed with regards to a 
man who unscrupulously married an 
orphan girl who came of age while under 
his care - a girl who had no one else to 
look out for her interests - just to keep 
control of the fruit farm in which they 
both held an interest. He then seized her 
share and offered her no dowry. ( Bukhari ) 


any of you (men) fear that you 

might not be able to treat orphaned 
(women) with justice, (by being tempted 
to marry them for their money while they 
have no guardian to look after their 
interests), then marry (other) women of 
your choice, up to two, three, or four. 

If you're afraid that you might not be 
able to treat (more wives) equally, then 
marry only one (woman) or (marry a 
maid-servant) who is under your 
authority. This will help keep you from 
committing injustice, pj 

Give women their rightful dowries in 
the spirit of an honest gift. However, if 
they return a portion of it to you of their 
own free will, then accept it and enjoy it 
as an wholesome pleasure. [4] 

When should an Orphan's 
Inheritance be Given? 

Don't entrust those who are 
immature with the property that Allah 
provided for you as a support. Instead, 
feed and clothe them (from your 
resources) and speak to them kindly, pi 

Test (the level of maturity) of orphans 
when they reach a marriageable age. 
When you determine that they're able to 
handle the responsibility (of managing 
their affairs alone), then release their 
property to them. 
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Background Info... v. 6 

The guardian of an orphan who is 
either underage or undereducated is 
obligated to withhold his or her property 
until such time as the orphan can make 
rational and sound decisions for himself. 
A man named Ibn Rafa'a died, leaving his 
infant son behind. The boy's uncle took 
charge of him and his inheritance. He 
went to the Prophet and said, “My 
nephew is an orphan in my lap. When 
should I give him his property?" This 
verse, which gives the advice to wait 
until orphans are of mature mind, was 
revealed in response. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Don't be wasteful with their wealth nor 
spend it rapidly before they reach 
maturity. If the guardian is rich, then let 
him claim no compensation. 

If he's poor, then he can claim a 
reasonable portion. When you're 
prepared to release their goods to them, 
take witnesses in their presence, though 
no one can do a better accounting than 
Allah. [6] 

General Inheritance Rules 


Background Info... v. 7-10 

A man in Medina named Auws ibn 
Thabit passed away, leaving behind a 
widow, a young boy and two daughters. 
His two cousins, Su'ad and Arfaja, seized 
his property under the longstanding 
Arabian custom that women and children 
do not inherit. 


The traditional view was that only 
tough and warlike men deserve each 
other's oroDertv uDon death. 

The widow proposed to the two men 
that each of them should marry one of 
her daughters, so they would receive 
some support from their deceased 
father's property, but the pair refused. 
(This incident happened before the 
verses guaranteeing women and 
children's inheritance right were 
revealed.) 

The widow went to the Prophet to 
plead for help, saying, “Messenger of 
Allah, (my husband) died leaving me and 
three children, and I am a woman with 
no resources to spend (on my children). 

“Their father left a valuable piece of 
land, which is now held by Su'ad and 
Arfaja, and they are not giving me or his 
children anything from it. They don't 
even care about his (orphaned) children 
at all." 

The Prophet asked to see the two 
cousins, and they said, “Messenger of 
Allah, her children don't ride horses or 
supply fodder, nor do they battle 
enemies." 

The Prophet answered, “Leave until I 
see what Allah says about them." After 
they left, this passage was revealed to 
the Prophet, and the men had to give the 
woman and her children their rightful 
inheritance. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Soth men and women have a share in 
(the estates) that their parents and 
nearest relatives leave behind, and 
whether it's a little or a lot, there's a 
calculated share, m 
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If other (more distant) relatives or 
orphans or the poor are present at the 
time of the distribution, then give 
something (of the estate) to them and 
console them with words of kindness. [8] 

Those who are charged (with the 
distribution of the property) should keep 
in mind the anxiety of having to leave a 
helpless family behind. Let them be 
mindful (of Allah) and speak words of 
comfort. [9] 

Those who unjustly consume the 
property of orphans only fill their bellies 
with fire, and for (their callousness they'll 

soon be made) to roast in a raging blaze! 

[ 10 ] 

Who Gets What? 


Background Info.,, v. ii 

There are two reports about why this 
verse was revealed. A report in Bukhari 
says that it was revealed when a dying 
man asked the Prophet about how he 
should apportion his estate. A different 
report in Ahmad, Abu Dawud and 
Tirmidhi gives the following reason. 


A widow went to the Prophet with 
her two daughters and said, “Messenger 
of Allah, these are the two daughters of 
Sa'd ibn ar-Rabi' (another version says 
Thabit ibn Qays) who was killed when he 
was with vou on the Dav of Uhud. 

Their uncle took their property and 
inheritance and hasn't left anything for 
them. What is your judgment, 
Messenger of Allah, for I swear by Allah 
that they'll never be able to marry unless 
they have substance." The Prophet 
replied that he would wait for Allah to 
decide the matter, which was a way of 
saying he would wait for a revelation 
from Allah. 

A little while later, this verse was 
revealed. The uncle was summoned to 
the Prophet and was told to give two- 
thirds of the estate to the daughters and 
one-eighth of it to the mother and that 
he could keep whatever was left. 

Either event could have been the 
cause for this revelation, though the 
second event seems more likely given 
the well-developed background 
information. 


/Yllah Himself gives you the 
following directions about your children's 
(inheritance): the male shall receive a 
portion equal to what's given to two 
females. 

If there are only females, two or more, 
then their share is two-thirds of the 
estate; if only one, her share is half. For 
parents, a sixth share of the inheritance to 
each, if the deceased left children. 
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If the deceased left no children and his 
parents are the only heirs, then the 
mother gets a third, unless the deceased 
left brothers, for in that case the mother 
will get a sixth. (These distributions will 
be apportioned only) after the payment 
of any obligations and debts. 


will get an eighth, after the payment of 
any obligations and debts. 

If the person whose inheritance is in 
question has left neither parents nor 
children, but has left a single brother or 
sister, then that sibling will get a sixth of 
the estate; but if there are more siblings, 
then they will split a third (of the estate 
among themselves), after the payment of 
any obligations and debts, so that no loss 
is caused to any. 

This is Allah's decision, and Allah is 
knowing and forbearing. [121 

These are the rules set by Allah. 
Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger 
will be admitted to gardens beneath 
which rivers flow, and there they shall 
remain - and that's the greatest success! 

[ 13 ) 


You don't know whether your parents 
or your children are more deserving (of 
their share), so (accept) these as the 
settled amounts that are ordained by 
Allah, for Allah is knowing and wise, jui 

(Men), in what your wives leave, your 
share is half if they left no children. If 
they left children, then you'll receive a 
fourth, after the payment of any loans 
and debts. 


Whoever disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger and goes beyond His rules, 
then they'll be admitted into Hellfire, and 
there they shall remain - a humiliating 
punishment! imi 

On Shameful Behavior 

any of your women are guilty of 

shameful behavior, (then you must) have 
the evidence of four (honest) witnesses 
from among you (who will testify) against 
them. 


In what you leave, the share (of your 
widows) is a fourth, if you left no children, 
but if you left children, then your widows 
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If they testify (in court against them), 
then confine them to their homes for life, 
or at least until Allah provides for them 
some other way (to reform their 
behavior), usi 


If two men among you are guilty of 
shameful behavior, punish them both, as 
well. If they repent and reform, then 
leave them alone, for Allah is accepting of 
repentance and merciful, iwi 

Allah accepts the repentance of those 
who engage in immorality in ignorance 
and who then repent soon afterwards, for 
Allah will turn to them in mercy, and Allah 
is knowing and wise. [m 

The repentance of habitual 
wrongdoers, however, is in vain, even 
until (the time of) death when one of 
them says, "Now I'm ready to repent." 

(Allah also will not accept the 
repentance) of those who die in a state of 
rejection (of Allah's truth). They're the 
ones for whom We've prepared a 
dreadful punishment! usi 

Don’t be Mean to Women 


Background Info... v. 19 

A curious pre-lslamic custom held 
that if a man died, his son from another 
wife could claim first rights on her as a 
wife, in effect inheriting his step-mother! 
He would solidify this claim in public by 
draping his cloak over her and declaring 
her to be his. 


He could also choose to marry her off 
to someone else that he chose, keeping 
any dowry she received, or he might 
keep her around his household to get 
any inheritance that might be due to her 
after she died. If he neither treated her 
as a wife nor married her off, she would 
be in effective social limbo and would be 
miserable and destitute. 

In Medina, one woman named 
Kubaysha bint Ma’an, whose husband 
had recently passed away, approached 
the Prophet complaining that her son-in- 
law Qays wanted to inherit her as his 
wife. The revelation of this verse below 
put an end to this practice. 



who believe! You're not 


allowed to inherit women against their 
will, neither should you leave them to 
languish in the hopes of (forcing them to 
divorce you) and thus getting back part 
of the marriage gift that you gave them - 
except in cases where they're guilty of 
shameful behavior. 


Therefore, you 
should live with them in 
kindness and goodwill. 

If you become 
dissatisfied with them, it 
may be that you are 
disliking something 
through which Allah will 
bring much good (for 
you), usi 
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However, if you decide to take one 
wife in place of another, even if you've 
given the first one a huge pile of gold as 
a marriage gift, don't take the least bit of 
it back. Would you try to take it by 
slander and obvious sinfulness? poi 



How could you take it that way when 
you both have gone in to each other, and 
after they've made a solemn agreement 
with you? [2i] 

Who are We Forbidden to Marry? 

Don't marry those women whom 
your fathers have married - except for 
whatever happened in the past, (before 
this rule was revealed), for it was 
shameful and despicable and a 
deplorable custom. [22] 

You're also forbidden to marry your 
mothers, daughters, sisters, paternal and 
maternal aunts, nieces from your brothers 
or sisters, foster-mothers who nursed you, 
foster-sisters (who nursed from the same 
wet-nurse as you), your step-mothers, 
your step-daughters in your care, born of 
a conjugal wife - though there is no sin 


for you in this if (you divorced the step¬ 
daughter's mother) without 
consummating the marriage, your 
biological son's wives and also two sisters 
in wedlock at the same time, except for 
whatever happened in the past (before 
this rule was revealed, and vice-versa for 
women), for Allah is forgiving and 
merciful. [ 23 ] 

Conversion to Islam 

and the Status of Pagan Marriage 


Background Info... v. 24 

This verse was revealed in answer to 
a question raised by some of 
Muhammad’s < P ) companions, who 
captured a number of women during the 
Campaign of Hunayn, in which a bitter 
and aggressive foe (the tribes of the city 
of Ta’if) declared war on the Muslims of 
Medina. 

The people of Ta’if foolishly brought 
out their entire population and wealth to 
the battlefield under the odd belief that 
it would make their warriors fight harder. 
It didn’t work, and the warriors of Ta’if 
fled away, leaving their families behind 
to be captured. 

Soon, some of the companions asked 
if it was lawful to marry some of those 
captive women (assuming they would 
also convert from paganism), but the 
companions were concerned that some 
of them were already married to idol- 
worshippers, whom they knew. 

The men of Ta'if eventually accepted 
Islam (after some weeks) and sent 
representatives to Medina to petition 
the Prophet to get their goods and 
families back. 
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He gave them the choice of their 
families or their captured wealth. They 
chose their families, and the Prophet 
asked that all the captured women and 
children be released. 


women who are already married 
are forbidden for you (to marry), except 
for those (pagan women) who come 
under your control (as maid-servants, and 
who convert to Islam freely, nullifying 
their pagan marriage tie). 

Allah has ordained 
(these limits) for you, 
and except for these 
(limits) all other 
(women) are lawful (to 
marry), provided you 
court them with gifts 
from your property, 
desiring purity and not 
just desire. 

Since you gain benefits from them, 
give them their (marriage gifts) as you're 
required. However, if after the required 
(marriage gift) is settled you mutually 
agree (to modify it), there is no blame 
upon you, for Allah is knowing and wise. 

[ 24 ] 

If any (man) among you doesn't have 
the means to marry respectable believing 
women, then he should marry believing 
women from among those who are under 
your control, and Allah is fully aware (of 
the quality) of your faith. 


You (people) are all from each other 
(so don't judge a potential spouse by his 
or her lower-class status). 

Marry (maidservants) with the 
permission of their retainers, and give 
them their marriage gifts according to 
what is fair. Take them as respectable 
(wives) and not merely as objects of lust 
or as secret mistresses. 

If they fall into shameful behavior after 
having been taken in marriage then their 
punishment is half that of higher-class 
women. 

This (provision for reduced 
punishment) is for those among you who 
fear giving in (to your urges with those 
who are less able to resist you, and who 
then should not be held to the same level 
of accountability as you), though it's 
better for you that you persevere (against 
your urges), and Allah is forgiving and 
merciful. [25] 

Allah wants to make (everything) clear 
for you so He can guide you towards the 
(same wholesome) example of those 
(believing people) who came before you, 
and (He wants) to turn towards you (in 
mercy with easy-to-follow regulations), 
for Allah is knowing and wise. [26] 

Allah wants to turn towards you, but 
those who follow their own whims want 
to turn you far away (from Allah)! [27] 

Allah wants to lighten (your burden), for 
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human beings have been created weak 
(to temptation). i2« 


Allah Favors each Differently 


Allah's Mercy is Vast 

An you who believe! Don't eat up 
each other's possessions recklessly (in 
wasteful pursuits). 

Rather, let there be business and trade 
based upon mutual good will. 

Neither should you kill yourselves, for 
Allah is a source of mercy towards you. [ 29 ] 



As for the one who does that with 
malicious intent and a desire to do 
wrong, Well soon throw him in a fire, and 
that's easy for Allah to do. oo] 

If you avoid the major sins that you 
were forbidden to do, then We'll erase 
your minor faults and admit you through 
a noble gate (leading into Paradise), pu 


Background Info... v. 32 

So many verses were being revealed 
in Medina - verses that gave new and 
unheard of rights to women - that some 
joyful women, seeing true equality for 
the first time in their lives, wanted to 
take their newfound liberation all the 
way to its logical end, so they began 
demanding the right to go to war 
alongside of men and to get equal shares 
in any booty gained. 

While some women did wind up 
inadvertently fighting in battle in the 
Prophet's time, (and they did receive 
equal shares of booty), it is a principle in 
Islam that women are not required to 
fight, and thus they should not seek to 
march out expressly for that purpose. 

( at-Tabari ) 

Umm Salamah, one of the Prophet's 
wives, said to the Prophet, “Messenger 
of Allah, men can go out and do jihad , 
(struggle in Allah's cause, sometimes 
involving war), while we (women) don't, 
and we only get half of an inheritance." 

This verse was revealed to remind 
women that they get what they are 
entitled to from unrestricted business, 
inheritance, dowry, etc. and that they 
should be satisfied with that and not go 
out of their way to seek what men gain 
in war. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Don't be jealous of (the material) 
things, (such as money or fame,) that 
Allah has blessed some of you with more 
than others. 
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For men there is a share of what they 
earn, and for women there is a share of 
what they earn. Ask Allah for His bounty, 
for Allah knows about all things. [321 

Appoint People in Charge 
to Distribute the Estate 

For (the benefit) of all, We've 
appointed executors (to distribute the 
estates) left behind by parents and 
relatives and those 
with whom you swore 
bonds (of 
brotherhood, and 
whom you wanted to 
share in your estate), 
so give them what is 
due to them (at the time of distribution), 
for Allah is a witness to all things. [33] 

Dealing with Domestic 
Disharmony 


'Umar ibn al-Khattab (d. 644) went to 
the Prophet and complained about this 
on behalf of himself and his male friends. 
The Prophet innocently suggested to the 
men who felt that their families were in 
turmoil to do daraba (a word that can 
mean either separation or hitting 
someone, among a dozen other things'). 

However, the next morning around 
70 women complained to the Prophets 
wives that their husbands had physically 
abused them. The Prophet became 
upset when he heard about the 
complaints, and he declared that any 
man who beats his wife “is not the best 
of you,” which in prophetic lingo means 
“they're the worst of you.” He also said 
that any man who beats a woman is not 
a good man. In other words, the men 
had misinterpreted or misapplied what 
the Prophet meant by daraba. (Abu Dawud, 
Nisa’i, also see 2:231.) 

The historian, Ibn Sa'd, includes a 
quote from the Prophet about this 
incident in which he addressed his male 
followers, saying, “I cannot bear the 
thought of a man with the veins of his 
neck swollen in anger against his wife 
while he's fighting against her.” (As 
quoted in Women of Medina, trans. by 
Aisha Bewley.) Then the Prophet 
awaited a ruling from Allah, and this 
verse was revealed. The Prophet also 
followed this three step procedure when 
he was having trouble with some of his 
own wives. 


/\/len are responsible for the welfare 
of women since Allah has given some (of 
you) more wherewithal than others, and 
because they must spend of their wealth 
(to maintain the family). 


Background Info... v. 34 

The women of Mecca were 
traditionally subservient to their 
husbands, for Mecca had a harsh and 
cruel culture, whereas the women of 
Medina were more used to standing up 
to their husbands, as it was a more 
cosmopolitan environment. 

After the Meccan immigrants were 
settled in their new homes in Medina, 
some men began to notice that their 
wives were starting to challenge them 
and talk back to them - even in 
contempt. 
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So mindful and devout women 
safeguard the private matters that Allah 
would have them safeguard. 

As for those (women) from whom you 
fear aggressive defiance, caution them (to 
piety). (If they remain unmoved by your 
words), then leave them alone in their 
beds, and finally, (if they continue in their 
aggressive defiance), then separate from 
them. 

However, if they give in to you (by 
abandoning their aggressive and defiant 
behavior), then you have no (legitimate) 
grounds to act against them (any further), 
and Allah is full of knowledge and 
greatness. (34] 

If any of you notice (that a husband 
and wife) are about to split up, then 
appoint a mediator from among his 
family and a mediator from among her 
family. If they desire to be reconciled, 
then Allah will bring about harmony 
between them, for Allah is full of 
knowledge and is well-informed, osi 

Spend and Allah will Spend on You 

Serve Allah and don't associate any 
partners with Him. Be good to your 
parents and relatives, and (be good) to 
orphans, the needy and your neighbors, 
whether they're near or far, and also to 
your companions around you and to 
travelers and to those (servants) over 
whom you have control. 


Allah has no love for conceited snobs 
or for the tightfisted or those who get 
other people to be tightfisted or who 
hide the bounty that Allah has given 
them. We've prepared a degrading 
punishment for all those who cover over 
(their awareness of the truth)! [ 36 - 37 ] 



(Allah also has no love) for those who 
spend their money only so that other 
people will notice, and who have no faith 
in Allah and the Last Day. 

Whoever takes Shaytan for a confidant 
- oh, what an awful confidant is he! oaj 

What hardship would it be for them to 
believe in Allah and the Last Day and to 
spend out of what Allah has supplied to 
them? Allah knows all about them! [391 

Allah is never unfair, even by as much 
as a speck. If there's any good thing 
(that's done), He multiplies it and gives a 
great reward from His Own Self. [ 40 ] 

So how about it then? What if We 
brought from every community a witness 
and We brought you, (Muhammad), as a 
witness against these (people)? hh 
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On that day, whoever rejected (faith) 
and disobeyed the Messenger will wish 
he were made one with the earth, but 
they'll never be able to hide any report 
from Allah! ( 42 ] 

Preparing for Worship 

An you who believe! Don't come 
anywhere near (to performing) your 
prayers while intoxicated until you're able 
to understand what you're saying. 


Background Info... last part v. 43 

A'ishah, the Prophet's wife, told the 
story of why this part of verse 43 was 
revealed. She said, “We were traveling 
with the Messenger of Allah. When we 
were camped at Al Baida', a necklace of 
mine broke off, and the Messenger 
tarried there to look for it. 

“A number of other people also 
remained with him, and we were far 
from any source of water. Some people 
went to (my father), Abu Bakr, and said, 
‘Do you see what A'ishah has done? She 
made the Messenger stay with people 
who have no water.' 

“He came to me while the Messenger 
was sleeping with his head on my leg and 
said, ‘You made the Messenger stay with 
people, and there is no source of water.' 
Then he put his hand on my waist 
preventing me from moving and said, 
‘Allah will say whatever He wills.' I 
remained there all night with the 
Messenger sleeping while resting his 
head on my leg. In the morning there 
was no water (for ablution), and Allah 
revealed this verse of cleansing with the 
earth. 


“Sayyid ibn Hudayr said to me, ‘This 
isn't the first blessing you've been given, 
family of Abu Bakr.' The camel I was to 
ride was made to rise, and my necklace 
was found under it.” (Bukhari. Muslim) 


Don't (pray) in a state of ritual 
impurity, unless you're on the road 
traveling, until you've washed your whole 
body. 



If you're sick or on a journey or one of 
you has come from using the bathroom 
or had intimate relations and you can find 
no water (for your ablutions), then you 
can take clean sand and wipe your faces 
and hands with it. 

Truly, Allah forgives(sins) and 
overlooks (shortcomings). [43] 
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The Opposition of 
the Jews of Medina 

Haven't you noticed the case of 
those who already received some 
portions of scripture (in the past)? They 
bargain with mistakes and want to 
sidetrack you away from the path (of 
Allah). [44] 

Allah knows all about your enemies! 
Allah is enough of a protector, and Allah 
is enough of a helper! [45] 


Background Info... v. 46 

The following example of rude 
discourse directed towards the Prophet 
is similar to another episode of 
disrespectful speech that was discussed 
in verse 2:104. 

By this time in the Medinan Period, 
many tribal leaders among the Jews 
were openly hostile towards Islam and 
Muhammad, and they made no effort to 
hide their disdain and ridicule of him with 
insolent public statements and word¬ 
plays to make fun of him. This verse was 
revealed about such disrespectful 
comments. 


Among the Jews are some who will 
switch words from their right places and 
say," We hear, and we disobey," and, 
“Listen, may you not hear," and, "Lead us 
to the fields," - all with a twist of their 
tongue and a disrespect for faith. 

If only they would've said instead, "We 
hear, and we obey," or "Hear us," or 


"Have consideration for us," it would've 
been far better for them and more 
respectful besides. 

Yet, Allah has cursed them for their 
disbelief, and even now only a few of 
them have any (true) faith. [ 46 ] 

All you (Jews) who received scripture 
(in the past)! Believe in what We're 
sending down (to Muhammad), which 
confirms (the message of the scripture) 
that's with you now. 

(Believe), before We rework the faces 
of some (of you) beyond all recognition 
or curse them as We cursed the Sabbath- 
breakers. Allah's orders will be carried 

OUt! [ 47 ] 

Allah doesn't forgive the assigning of 
any partner to Him, but He forgives 
anything else for whomever He wants. 

If anyone makes another (being) equal 
with Allah, then he's inventing an 
enormous sin. wi 

No Racial Group can Claim 
Allah as their Own 


Background Info... v. 49-50 

Some Jewish men went to the 
Prophet and brought their children with 
them. They said, “Muhammad, do our 
children here have any guilt upon them?” 

The Prophet answered, “No, they 
don’t.” 
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The Jews then said, “We swear by the 
One Whom we swear by that we are just 
like you: every sin we commit during the 
day is forgiven during the night, and 
every sin committed at night is forgiven 
during the day.” This passage was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Haven't you noticed the situation of 
those (Jews of Medina) who claim they're 
especially pure? No way! Only Allah 
purifies whomever He wants, and no one 
will ever be wronged by as much as the 
string of a date seed. [49] 

So look at how they've invented lies 
against Allah, and that's an obvious 
crime! m 

Hypocrisy in Alliance with Treason 


Background Info... v. 51-52 

One of the most important Jewish 
leaders of Medina was K'ab ibn al-Ashraf. 
He traveled with seventy of his men to 
pay a visit to the idol-worshippers of 
Mecca, who were still celebrating their 
victory over the Muslims at Uhud. He 
wanted to break his treaty with the 
Muslims by forging an alliance with the 
Meccans instead, sensing that the 
Muslims were in a weakened position. 

K'ab stayed in the house of Abu 
Sufyan, the Meccan leader, and a grand 
meeting was soon held between the 
men of both sides. At first, the Meccans 
were wary of K'ab's offer of alliance, 
citing as proof that they (the Jews) had a 
religious scripture and that Muhammad 
had one, as well. 


So the Meccans insisted that the 
Muslims had more in common with the 
Jews and that they must have had more 
affinity with one another. (The Meccans 
had no religious books or scriptures, 
other than long-standing cultural 
traditions.) 

In order to prove their good will, the 
Meccans asked the Jewish leaders to 
bow to two of their idols, which they did, 
hence the charge that they believe in 
idols. 

K'ab proposed that thirty men each 
from the Jews and the idol-worshippers 
should touch the Ka'bah and swear a 
pact against the Muslims in the name of 
the Lord of that House. 

After it was done, Abu Sufyan asked 
Ka'b if he thought they, the idol- 
worshippers, were better guided in their 
religion than Muhammad. 

Ka'b asked Abu Sufyan to summarize 
Muhammad's beliefs, and Abu Sufyan 
explained how Islam believes in One 
God. 

Then Ka'b listened while Abu Sufyan 
explained what his own pagan beliefs 
were, which consisted of a mix of 
devotion to the idols, maintenance of 
the Ka'bah and providing guest services 
to travelers and ransom for captured 
relatives. 

Abu Sufyan closed his speech by 
criticizing Muhammad for abandoning 
the ways of his ancestors, cutting himself 
off from his relatives and making up his 
own religion. 

Afterwards, K'ab replied to the 
Meccans, “I swear by Allah that you are 
better guided than he.” When word of 
these events reached Medina, this 
passage was revealed in response. (Asbab 
ul-Nuzul, Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 
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Haven't you noticed the case of 
those (Jews of Medina) who received a 
portion of the scripture? Yet, they put 
their faith in idols and superstition! 



They told the faithless (idolaters of 
Mecca) that they (the idolaters) were 
better guided on the way (of truth) than 
the believers! isn 

They're the ones whom Allah has 
cursed, and whomever Allah curses - 
there shall be no one to help them, [szi 

Do they think they own a share in 
(Allah's) kingdom? They're (a people 
who) won't even give a date crumb's 
(worth of assistance) to their fellows (who 
are in need). p3] 

Are they jealous of (other) people 
because of what Allah gave to them from 
His bounty? 

But We had already given these 
descendants of Abraham the scripture 
and the (path of) wisdom and granted 
them a mighty kingdom (in ancient 
times). [54) 


Hellfire is enough of a roasting flame (to 
punish those who reject Allah)! issi 

We're going to throw all those who 
rejected Our signs into a fire, and just as 
their skins are burnt to a crisp, We'll trade 
(their old skins) for new skins so they can 
feel the punishment (over and over) 
again. Truly, Allah is powerful and wise. 

[56] 

We're soon going to admit those who 
believed and did what was morally right 
into gardens beneath which rivers flow - 
and there they shall remain foreveh 

They'll be joined by pure and holy 
mates. (Even more than that,) We'll enter 
them into cool shade that stretches forth 
far and wide! i57) 

Don't Take the Right of Another 


Background Info... v. 58 

Before the Muslims had migrated to 
Medina, the pagan Quraysh allowed the 
Ka’bah door to be opened for visitors on 
only two days a week (Mondays and 
Thursdays). The Prophet had asked to 
go in on one of those days, but the 
keeper of the door key, Uthman ibn 
Talhah, rudely tried to keep the Prophet 
and his friends out. 

The Prophet said to him, “Uthman, a 
day will come when you might see the 
key to the House of Allah in my hand, 
and then I'll have the power to give it to 
whomever I wish.” 


Some of them believed, while some of 
them turned their faces from Him. Well, 
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Uthman ibn Talhah replied, "If that 
happens, then the Quraysh would have 
been dishonored and scattered!” 

The Prophet then said, “No, they will 
be established in honor.” Then the 
Prophet entered the Ka'bah. As he later 
explained it, Uthman Ibn Talhah mused 
that perhaps what Muhammad ( P ) said 
might come to pass. He soon decided to 
convert to Islam, but his angry family 
forced him to go back to idol-worship. 

In the year 630, the Muslims of 
Medina forced the peaceful surrender of 
Mecca and occupied the city on a day 
that saw three large lines of Muslim 
soldiers, ten thousand strong, entering in 
an orderly and impressive procession. 

The curious Meccans watched as 
Muhammad ( P )and his close companions 
walked up to the door of the Ka'bah. 

As they approached the building, 
Uthman ibn Talhah shut the door tight 
and climbed up on the roof. When the 
Prophet asked for the key to open the 
door, his men told him that it was with 
Uthman up on the roof. The Prophet 
looked up and asked for it, but Uthman 
called down, “If I knew you were the 
Messenger of Allah, I would not deny 
you the key.” 

The Prophet's cousin, 'Ali ibn Abi 
Talib, climbed up and forcibly snatched 
the key from his hand and opened the 
door. The Prophet then went inside and 
performed a brief prayer. When he came 
out he saw Uthman ibn Talhah standing 
there. 

'Abbas, the Prophet's faithful uncle, 
asked if his family could be entrusted 
with the key and the great responsibility 
that went along with it. This verse was 
immediately revealed, so the Prophet 
asked 'Ali to return the key to Uthman 
ibn Talhah and to apologize for his rough 
handling. 


A surprised Ibn Talhah said, “'Ali, first 
you strong-armed me, and now you're 
being gentle with me?” 

'Ali replied, “Allah, the Most High, has 
revealed a verse about you.” After he 
repeated it to Ibn Talhah, the amazed 
idol-worshipper walked off happily. 

Suddenly, the Prophet called out to 
him, asking him to remember the 
conversation they had had so many years 
before. 

Uthman ibn Talhah remembered, and 
he instantly declared his faith in Islam. 

The Prophet then announced to the 
crowds that the right to be custodian of 
the Ka'bah's key would remain with 
Uthman ibn Talhah's family forever and 
that only an unjust man would deprive 
them of their right. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma'ariful 
Qur'an) 



-A-llah orders you to return that with 
which you've been entrusted to those 
who are owed. 

When you judge between people, 
always judge with fairness. 

Truly, the principles that Allah teaches 
you are quite excellent! Indeed, Allah 
listens and observes, issi 
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Background Info... v. 59 

This verse was revealed because of a 
man named 'Abdullah ibn Hudhayfah, 
whom the Prophet had placed in charge 
of an expedition. 

'Abdullah had gotten angry at his 
men for some reason, and he asked them 
if the Prophet had told them to obey 
him. When they replied in the 
affirmative, he told them to build a fire 
and jump into it. 

They built the fire but hesitated to 
jump into it, especially after one young 
man said, "You already ran away from 
the fire (of Hell) when you accepted the 
Messenger of Allah, so don't rush into it 
until you return to the Messenger of 
Allah first. If he commands you to do it, 
then you can do it." 

When the expedition returned to 
Medina, the men went to the Prophet 
and told him what happened. The 
Prophet said, "If you would have entered 
it, you would never have left it. There is 
only obedience (to a leader) in 
righteousness." (Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad ) 


All you who believe! Obey Allah, the 
Messenger and those who are in 
authority among you. 



If you have any kind of disagreement 
among yourselves, refer it to Allah and 
His Messenger, that is if you (really) 
believe in Allah and the Last Day. That's 
the most beneficial way for achieving a 
settlement. [59] 

The Dangers From Within 


Background Info... v. 60-63 

The hypocrite, 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, 
along with his followers, put up every 
kind of obstacle they could find to make 
life difficult for the Muslims. They tried 
to enflame the Muslim converts to 
quarrel with each other, and they 
continually ridiculed, though privately, 
Islamic teachings to make people doubt 
the faith. They also encouraged people 
to go to the Jews for settlements in their 
disputes, claiming that one religion from 
Allah was as good as another. 

A hypocrite named Bishr had a 
dispute with a Jewish man. Ibn Ubayy 
wanted K'ab ibn al-Ashraf, the chief of 
the Banu Nadir tribe, to solve the 
problem, but the Jew wanted to go to 
Muhammad for judgment. The Jew 
forced Bishr to accompany him to see 
the Prophet. 

After both sides stated their case, the 
Prophet ruled in favor of the Jew. Bishr 
was outraged, and he left to look for 
'Umar ibn al-Khattab (d. 644). When he 
found out where he was, he then 
dragged the Jewish man along with him 
to get a 'second opinion/ When they 
approached 'Umar, Bishr complained to 
him, saying that Muhammad had found 
in favor of the Jew against him, and then 
he challenged 'Umar to give a better 
ruling. 
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‘Umar replied, “Is that so?" and he 
told the men to wait outside for a 
moment. ‘Umar went into his house and 
belted a sword around his waist. He 
emerged and drew his sword in front of 
the startled men. He began to whack 
Bishr with the flat side of his weapon 
until he agreed to back down. ‘Umar 
said, “This is the way I will judge for the 
one who doesn't agree with the 
judgment of Allah and His Messenger." 

Some reports say that ‘Umar actually 
killed Bishr and that the heirs of Bishr 
brought their case before the Prophet. 

In either case, ‘Umar was absolved for 
his actions by the revelation of these 
verses, which all but declared that the 
hypocrites are de facto enemies of Allah. 
Afterwards people gave ‘Umar the 
nickname of al-Farooq, which means that 
he judged rightly. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma’ariful 
Qur'an ) 


Haven't you seen the case of the 
(hypocrites) who declared that they 
believe (in the revelations) sent down to 
you and in those sent down to those 
before you? 

(They only make these claims because) 
they would rather get verdicts (for their 
disputes) from the flawed (leaders among 
the Followers of Earlier Revelation), even 
though they were ordered to reject 
falsehood. And so Shaytan's desire is to 
lead them farther astray into 
misguidance. [«» 

When they're told," Come to what 
Allah has revealed, and come to the 
Messenger," you can see how the 


hypocrites turn their faces away from you 
in disgust. [6ii 



How will it be then when they're 
trapped with misfortune on account of 
what their hands have prepared? Then 
they'll come to you, swearing to Allah, 
saying," We only meant the best and to 
(help people) reconcile." [ 62 ] 

Allah knows what's in the hearts of 
those who are like that, so steer clear of 
them. Yet, still speak words that will 
touch their souls. [63] 

Messengers are to be Obeyed 


Background Info... v. 64-63 

Two Muslims in Medina had a dispute 
over irrigation rights. The first man 
(Tha’laba) was a native of the city, while 
the second man (az-Zubayr) was a cousin 
of the Prophet who had immigrated 
from Mecca. The Prophet listened to 
both men and found in favor of Az- 
Zubayr. 
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(The settlement essentially was a 
compromise that said that the men must 
take turns irrigating their fields.) 
Tha’laba became angry and accused the 
Prophet of merely siding with his cousin. 
That remark upset the Prophet, and he 
became saddened. This passage was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ui-Nuzui) 


We only sent messengers so they 
could be obeyed according to the will of 
Allah. 

Now if they would've just come to you, 
(Muhammad), when they were being 
wrong to their own souls and asked for 
Allah's forgiveness - and the Messenger 
had asked for their forgiveness, they 
would've found that Allah accepts 
repentance and is merciful. ( 64 ) 

But no, by your Lord, they have no 
faith unless and until they make you, 
(Muhammad), the judge between them in 
all their disagreements. 

They must not allow any resistance 
towards your decisions to appear in their 
souls, but rather they should accept (your 
decisions) with the greatest conviction, tesi 


Background Info... v. 66-68 

After the event involving Bishr and 
the Jew was made public knowledge 
(see 4:60-63), the Jews of Medina 
started taunting the Muslims, saying that 
they claim to have a prophet, but then 
they fail to obey his commands. 


Then the Jews boasted that when 
their prophet (Moses) told them they 
had to kill other Jews to get Allah’s 
forgiveness (after the golden calf 
incident), their forefathers did so. Then 
the Jews asked the Muslims that if they 
had received a command like that, would 
they have obeyed it? This passage was 
revealed in resDonse. (Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


If We had ordered them to sacrifice 
their lives or to leave their homes (and 
migrate to a new land), very few of them 
would've done it. 

If they just would've done (the little) 
that they were asked to do, it would've 
been better for them, and their resolve 
would've been strengthened, leei 

Then We would've given them a great 
reward from Our presence and guided 
them towards a straight path. 167-681 


Background Info... v. 69-70 

A man named Thawban, who was 
very much attached to the Prophet and 
loved him dearly, once went to him with 
a particular concern. 

He explained that he loved him (the 
Prophet) so much that he hated to be 
parted from his company - even for an 
instant. Then he said that he was afraid 
that he might not see him in Paradise, 
given that Muhammad would be in the 
ranks of the prophets up there and 
would thus be in a higher place than he 
and also given the fact that he 
(Thawban) might not even make it into 
heaven. 
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When in Dangerous Territory 


This passage was revealed to console 
this concern, pointing out that in 
Paradise, even the different grades and 
levels will have occasion to meet and 
mingle. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ibn Kathir, Tabarani) 

On another occasion, addressing the 
same issue, the Prophet said that on the 
Day of Judgment, everyone will be with 
the one they love, i.e., those who loved 
the Prophet would be with him. ( Bukhari ) 

He also once said that other 
categories of people who will be in this 
beautiful fellowship include honest 
businessmen, those who are faithful in 
their worship and those who do a lot of 
extra praying. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


Whoever obeys Allah and the 
Messenger will be with those who have 
the favor of Allah upon them, (among 
whom are) the prophets, the true (in 
faith), the witnesses (who sacrificed their 
lives in Allah's cause) and the righteous. 
What a beautiful fellowship! [ 69 ] 



This is the bounty of Allah, and it's 
enough that Allah knows (about all 
things). 1701 


Background Info... v. 71-73 

Due to the constant raiding and 
attacks of the pagans in the countryside, 
the Muslims were discouraged from 
moving about in the land alone. 

When the Prophet organized patrols 
or sent out skirmishers to clear an area 
of raiders, some men of Medina would 
go absent without leave or otherwise 
conveniently get “lost” to avoid any 
potentially dangerous situations. 

If the patrols were successful and 
drove off pagan raiders, capturing booty 
in the process, these laggards would 
lament their loss of material gains. That 
is the subject matter of this passage. 


I you who believe! Be cautious 
and only venture out (into dangerous 
places) either in groups or all together. 

[71] 

For sure, there are some among you 
who try to lag behind (when you're on 
the road). If misfortune befalls you, they 
say, "Allah was gracious to us by not 
keeping us among them to witness (their 
misfortune)." 

However, if some good fortune befalls 
you from Allah, he'll say, as if he didn't 
know you closely, "Oh, how I wish I 
could've been there with them because I 
would've had a great time!" pbi 
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What is a Legal War? 


Don't be Cowardly 


Background Info... v. 74-75 

Even though the Muslims had 
migrated to the safe haven of Medina, 
Muslims were not allowed yet to defend 
themselves from the Meccans, who 
harassed, tortured and killed Muslims 
with impunity both within Mecca and in 
the countryside. This quoted 
supplication in verse 75 was what the 
Muslims were asking of Allah. This 
passage was then revealed, giving 
Muslims permission to defend 
themselves. ( Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


Let them fight in the cause of Allah, 
those who sell the life of this world for 
the life of the Hereafter. To the one who 
fights in the cause of Allah, whether he's 
killed or achieves victory, We're soon 
going to give him a great reward, ^ 

And why shouldn't you fight in the 
cause of Allah and in the cause of those 
who, being weak, are mistreated: the 
men, women and children whose only cry 
is, "Our Lord! Save us from this land 
whose people are oppressors. Send us 
someone from You who will protect us, 
and send us someone from You who will 
help!" us] 

Those who have faith (in Allah) fight in 
the cause of Allah, while those who cover 
over (their ability to have faith) fight in 
the cause of falsehood, so fight against 
the allies of Shaytan, for truly Shaytan's 
plan is weak. | 76 ] 


Background Info... v. 77-79 

This passage was revealed with 
regards to several of Muhammad’s 
followers who were severely persecuted 
in the early days of the Meccan period. 

At that time they were begging 
Muhammad to let them fight back 
against the idol-worshippers who would 
daily assault them in the streets and 
vandalize their property. Muhammad 
always refused their request and 
counseled them to be patient and 
engage in more religious activity. 

After the Migration to Medina, the 
order finally came to fight the Meccans, 
and many of these same men became 
reluctant to go to war. The Prophet said, 
“Allah has guaranteed the struggler in 
His cause that He will either bring him 
death and admit him to Paradise, or He 
will help him return home safely with 
whatever rewards and war booty he has 
gained.” ( Bukhari ) 


Haven't you seen the people who 
were told to restrain their hands (from 
fighting) and who were counseled instead 
(to concentrate on) establishing prayer 
and giving in charity? 

When the order finally came for them 
to fight, a bunch of them became more 
scared of people than they were scared of 
Allah! 

"Our Lord!" they cried out. " Why have 
You ordered us to fight? Won't you 
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postpone it for us, at least for a while 
longer?" 

Say to them, "The enjoyment of this 
world is indeed short. The next life is 
better for the one who is mindful (of 
Allah). You won't be wronged by as 
much as the string of a date seed! m 
Wherever you are, death will find you, 
even if you lodge yourselves in mighty 
towers!" 

Whenever good fortune befalls them, 
they say," This is from Allah," but if they're 
ever hit with a setback they say," This is all 
your fault, (Muhammad )." 

Say to them, "Every (outcome) is from 
Allah." 

So what is it with these people that 
they don't understand a single phrase? 

(781 

Any good that comes your way is from 
Allah, while any misfortune that befalls 
you is your own fault. We sent a 
messenger to people, and Allah is 
enough of a witness for that! pgi 

Whoever obeys the Messenger obeys 
Allah, while whoever turns away (from 
you, Muhammad,) well, We didn't send 
you to be their caretaker, isoi 

They say," We obey," but when they 
leave you a bunch of them talk badly 
through the night on the opposite of 
what you've taught them, though Allah is 


keeping a record of their nightly 
meetings, so steer clear of them. 



III! 


Place your trust in Allah, for Allah is 
enough to take care of things, mi 

Haven't they considered the Qur'an 
with care? If it were from any other 
(source) besides Allah, then they would've 
found many matters of disagreement 
within it. i82] 

Whenever the (hypocrites hear) 
rumors about safety or impending 
danger, they announce it publicly 
(without checking on it first). 

If they would only refer the matter to 
the Messenger or to the proper 
authorities among them, then 
investigators could check on the incidents 
with them. 

If it wasn't for Allah's grace and mercy 
towards you, all save for a few of you 
would've followed Shaytan. t 83 i 
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Fight in the Cause of Allah 


Background Info... v. 84-85 

This passage was revealed about the 
appointment to fight once again at Badr, 
an appointment that the elated Meccans 
made with the Prophet after they 
prevailed at Uhud. (See 3:172 and footnotes.) 

Some Muslims hesitated to follow the 
Prophet when he began making 
preparations for this march. 

So this verse is saying, in other words, 
if no one else follows the Prophet in 
opposing evil, it won’t be his fault. The 
Meccans wound up not appearing at all. 


(1 Vluhammad,) fight in the cause of 
Allah, though you're only responsible for 
your own self. 

Rally the believers. Perhaps Allah will 
restrain the hostility of the faithless, for 
Allah is the strongest power and the 
strongest punisher, imi 

Whoever makes a recommendation in 
a good cause becomes a part of it. 

Whoever makes a recommendation in 
an evil cause shares responsibility in it. 



Spread Goodwill 
for the Sake of Allah 



Wh< 


ien someone gives you a 
greeting, return it with a nicer greeting 
than that or one about the same, for 
Allah is keeping track of all things. m 


Allah! There is no god but He. He's 
going to gather you all together on the 
Day of Assembly, and there's no doubt 
about that! Now whose word can be 
more honest than Allah's? m 


Don’t Let the Hypocrites 

Make You Go Bad 


Background Info... v. 88 

A constant cause of concern for the 
authentic Muslims in Medina was the 
issue of the hypocrites. They were a 
large faction of people who pretended 
to enter Islam, but who conspired 
against it. They were the proverbial fifth 
column. Just before the Battle of Uhud 
was to begin, the one thousand-strong 
Muslim force was reduced by three 
hundred men when a contingent of 
hypocrites suddenly withdrew back to 
Medina. 
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When the battle was over, the 
beleaguered, though not destroyed, 
Muslim veterans were disputing over 
what to do about them. 

Some wanted them punished, while 
others wanted them left alone in the 
hope that they would reform 
themselves. Another group of 
hypocrites were Meccans who had 
migrated to Medina, but who then later 
reneged on their faith and returned to 
Mecca. 

And so the true believers were 
divided into two opinions about these 
kinds of people. This verse was revealed 
pointing out that there was little hope of 
salvaging those whom Allah has 
abandoned. (Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


So what's wrong with you that you've 
split into two groups (of opinion) about 
the hypocrites? Allah has thrown them 
by the wayside because of what they've 
earned. 

Do you want to try and guide one 
whom Allah has left astray? Whomever 
Allah leaves astray will never discover a 
way (out of darkness)! m 


Background Info... v. 89-90 

Suraqah ibn Malik visited Medina 
after the battles of Badr and Uhud had 
passed. He asked the Prophet for a 
peace treaty between the Muslims and 
his tribe, the Banu Mudlaj. The Prophet 
sent Khalid ibn Waleed, who had become 
a Muslim by that time, to return with 
Suraqah to seal the peace treaty. The 
main points of the treaty were these: 


• The Banu Mudlaj would not support 
the Quraysh of Mecca any more. 

• Anyone who allies with the Banu 
Mudlaj becomes a party to this 
treaty's terms; 

• If the Quraysh ever come to accept 
Islam, the Banu Mudlaj would do 
the same thing also. 

This passage was then revealed about 
their case. (Asbab ul-Nuzui) 


The (hypocrites) only want you to 
cover over (the truth of Allah in your 
hearts) like they've covered it over (in 
their hearts), for then you'll be on the 
same level. 



So, don't take best friends from 
among them until they migrate, for 
Allah's sake, (to Medina). 

If they become rebels (and make war 
against you), then capture them or kill 
them (in battle) wherever you find them. 

Don't take close allies or helpers from 
among them, unless it's with those who 
join a group with which you have a treaty 
(of peace), or those who come to you 
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with hearts that hold them back from 
fighting you - and fighting their own 
people! 

If Allah had wanted, He could've given 
them an advantage over you, and they 
would've fought you. 

If they stay back and don't try to fight 
you and instead send you (offers) of 
peace, then Allah hasn't given you any 
legitimate reason (to fight against them). 

(89-90) 


Background Info... v. 91 

It is said that this verse is specifically 
about the two desert tribes of Asad and 
Ghatafan, who sent representatives 
claiming allegiance to Islam, but then 
who worked against Islam behind the 
scenes. ( Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 


You'll find other (hypocrites) who want 
to gain your confidence and the 
confidence of their own people. 

However, every time they're tempted (by 
their twisted desires), they fall into them. 



If they neither leave you (to openly 
join your enemy) nor give you any peace 
(while remaining among you), other than 
merely not (attacking you at the 
moment), then you may capture them 
and kill them wherever you encounter 
them. In their case, We've given you 
clear permission (to fight) against them. 

[91] 

The Penalties for Homicide 


Background Info... v. 92-93 

A man in Mecca named Ayyash 
accepted Islam but kept it a secret in fear 
for his safety. He eventually escaped to 
Medina and remained there for some 
time. 

Meanwhile, his idol-worshipping 
mother back in Mecca told her two sons 
that she wouldn't eat, drink or go in her 
house until her son was brought back to 
her. The two men, accompanied by a 
friend named Harith ibn Zayd, went to 
Medina, located Ayyash, and kidnapped 
him, bringing him back to Mecca bound 
and shackled. 

His mother and brothers yelled at him 
and beat him, ordering him to give up 
Islam. They left him tied up under the 
blazing sun, and Harith ibn Zayd 
succeeded in making Ayyash, under 
torture, renounce his faith in Islam. 

After they let him free, Ayyash began 
to feel angry at having been abused and 
forced to give up his faith. He swore to 
Harith ibn Zayd that if he ever found him 
alone he would kill him. Some time later, 
Ayyash again escaped to Medina and 
renewed his commitment to Islam. After 
the Conquest of Mecca, Ayyash found 
Harith walking in the street and set upon 
him and killed him. 
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The people around him began 
shouting that Harith had become a 
Muslim. Ayyash, who didn't know he had 
recently converted, was filled with 
remorse. 

He immediately went to the Prophet 
and said, “Messenger of Allah! You 
know about my situation with Harith, 
and I didn't know he had entered into 
Islam when I killed him." This passage 
was revealed in response, (/bn Kathir ) 


A believer should never kill another 
believer, though if it happens by mistake, 
(then a penalty must still be paid). If 
someone kills a believer (accidentally), 
then he must free a believing servant and 
pay monetary-damages to the family of 
the deceased, unless they decline it freely. 



If the deceased belonged to a 
community that is hostile to you and he 
was a believer, the freeing of a believing 
servant (is enough). 

If he belonged to a community with 
which you have a treaty, then again 
monetary-damages must be paid to his 
family, and a believing servant must be 
freed. 


If someone cannot get (a servant to 
free, out of a financial hardship or some 
other reason), then a fast of two 
consecutive months must be observed by 
him, and this is a concession from Allah, 
for Allah has all knowledge and wisdom. 

[92] 

If someone kills a believer on purpose, 
then his reward is in Hellfire, and that's 
where he's going to stay! The wrath and 
curse of Allah will be upon him, and a 
harsh punishment will be prepared for 
him. [93] 

It is not for You to Judge 
Another’s Sincerity 


Background Info... v. 94 

The Prophet had sent out a patrol 
into the countryside to guard against 
Meccan or bedouin raiders. The patrol 
came upon a lone bedouin named ‘Amr 
who gave the Islamic greeting of peace. 

The Muslims didn’t take any action 
against him, but one man from among 
them named Muhallam, who had 
previous quarrels with ‘Amr in the days 
before Islam, killed him and took his 
camel. 

When the patrol returned to Mecca, 
the Prophet scolded Muhallam harshly. 

In another incident, the Prophet sent out 
a patrol under the command of a man 
named Miqdad, and he came upon a 
district where some enemy pagan 
bedouins were. They all fled, except for 
one wealthy man who declared his faith 
in Islam. Miqdad decided not to believe 
him, and he struck him down. 
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Another member of the patrol was 
horrified and said, “You killed a man 
after he said there was no god other 
than Allah! By Allah, I'm going to tell 
what you did to the Prophet.” 

When the patrol returned and the 
Prophet was informed, he ordered 
Miqdad to be summoned and said, 
“Miqdad! Did you kill a man who 
declared there is no god other than 
Allah? What will you do tomorrow when 
you face (someone else) who says the 
same thing?” 

Miqdad explained to the Prophet his 
reasons for doing what he did, and he 
further postulated that the man was only 
saying what he did to spare his life and 
keep his valuables. 

The Prophet became livid and said, 
“Were you able to look into his heart to 
see if he was truthful or not?” The man 
said he was sure, but the Prophet 
remarked, “What will happen to you if he 
complains against you on Judgment Day? 
Did you kill a man who said there was no 
god but Allah? YouYe ruined because 
you don't know what he was really 
saying.” 

Then verse 94 was revealed, and the 
Prophet said, “He was a believer who hid 
his faith among his disbelieving people. 
He declared his faith to you, but you 
killed him, even though you used to hide 
your faith before in Mecca.” (Bazzar) 

Miqdad passed away some years 
after that, but when he was buried in the 
earth his body was found exhumed the 
next day. He was reburied and found 
exhumed two more times. Finally, the 
body was thrown into a wooded area 
after the Prophet remarked that the 
earth was not accepting his body 
because it was tainted with sin. This 
verse was revealed about this affair. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


An you who believe! When you go 
abroad (to fight) in the cause of Allah, 
check carefully (before taking action 
against those whom you meet on the 
battlefield, and about whose intentions 
you're uncertain). 

Don't say to an (enemy soldier) who 
(seems to pause) to offer you the 
greetings of peace," You aren't a 
believer ,"(wanting to kill him) in your 
greed for the temporary riches of this life. 

There's plenty of profits and prizes 
with Allah. You used to (kill for profit) like 
that before (accepting Islam), until Allah 
placed His favor upon you. So check 
carefully (whom it is you're confronting), 
for Allah is aware of everything you do. 

[94] 

Some Earn More 

than Others in Allah's Cause 


Background Info... v. 95-96 

After these two verses were 
revealed, the Prophet’s main secretary, 
Zayd ibn Thabit, said that he was sitting 
with the Prophet in a gathering when the 
old blind man, Ibn Umm Maktoum came 
to them. 

Zayd asked about his case, since he 
was handicapped by his blindness and 
unable to join the Prophet when he 
called the men to fight the idol- 
worshippers, even though he wished he 
could help. Zayd remarked that the 
Prophet leaned over on his (Zayd’s) thigh 
and that the weight of the Prophet’s 
leaning became amazingly heavy. 
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Migrating away from an Evil Land 


The Prophet was sweating as the 
revelation was coming to him, and the 
crushing weight on Zayd’s leg only eased 
when the revelation was finished. 

Then verse 95 was amended by 
revelation to say that a valid excuse 
absolved a person from having to serve. 
The Prophet asked Zayd to write down 
what he was reciting on a parchment. 
(Bukhari) 


believers who sit (at home) 
without a valid excuse and who never get 
hurt are not equal to those who struggle 
in the cause of Allah with their money 
and their persons. 

Allah has granted a higher grade to 
those who struggle and use their money 
and their persons over those who sit (at 
home). 



Allah has promised good to both, but 
those who struggle are distinguished by 
Him with a valuable reward above those 
who remain (at home), psi 

That's a special designation given 
especially by Him, along with His 
forgiveness and mercy, for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. [%i 


Background Info... v. 97 

This verse was revealed concerning 
the case of some secret converts to 
Islam who chose to remain in Mecca 
among the idol-worshippers, even 
though they could have easily escaped to 
Medina and lived by their convictions 
openly. They were trying to play both 
sides of the game, as it were, and their 
situation was known to the Muslims in 
Medina. 

Some of these lukewarm converts 
marched alongside of their fellow 
Meccans to the Battle of Badr and lost 
their lives in the battle as they fought 
against the Muslims of Medina. The 
Prophet also said of them that when the 
angels were taking their souls, they were 
berating them harshly for their poor 
choices and asking them the questions 
presented here in this passage. (Bukhari) 


en the angels take the souls of 
those who died while in a state of 
injustice against their own selves (through 
their constant mingling with the hostile 
among the faithless), they're going to ask 
(the sinful souls)," What was your 
situation in the world?" 

They'll answer by saying," We were 
weak and oppressed in the land, (and 
that's why we never left the enemy's 
territory.)" 

The (angels will answer them,) saying, 
"Wasn't Allah's earth big enough for you 
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to move yourselves away (to some place 
safer)?’ 

They're the ones who will find their 
resting place in Hellfire, and oh what an 
evil destination it is! 1971 


Background Info... v. 98-100 

When word of verse 97 reached the 
secret converts who remained in Mecca 
after the Battle of Badr, one old man 
named Habib al-Laythi told his sons, 
“Carry me (to Medina), for I'm a weak 
old man, and I don't know the way." His 
children began the two-week journey 
northward, carrying him on a stretcher. 

Eventually, they had to stop just shy 
of their goal, as their father was near 
death. He clasped his hands together, 
and his last words were, “O Allah, this is 
for You, and this is for Your Messenger. I 
choose You even as the Messenger of 
Allah chose You with his own hand." 
When news of his death reached Medina, 
the Prophet said that had he reached the 
city, his reward would have been more 
complete. 

This passage was revealed in 
response, saying that Allah will give a full 
reward, even to refugees who die on 
their journey towards the sanctuary of 
faith. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


However, those who were (truly) weak 
and oppressed, the men, women and 
children who had neither the means nor 
the ability (to flee) nor (who found a 
leader) to direct their way (are not to 
blame), for they can (still cling to the) 


hope that Allah will forgive them, for 
Allah pardons and forgives, ps-wi 



Whoever leaves his home in the cause 
of Allah can find in the world many safe 
hideouts, for it's a wide and spacious 
place. 

If he dies as a refugee far away from 
home for (the sake) of Allah and His 
Messenger, his reward is due with Allah, 
and Allah is forgiving and merciful, uooi 

Prayer in Dangerous Places 


Background Info... v. 101-104 

The Prophet led a group of Muslims 
on patrol near a place named Asafan. 
The time for the early afternoon prayer 
arrived, and the Muslims were praying in 
congregation when a party of Meccan 
raiders (led by Khalid ibn Waleed) 
appeared in the distance. 

One of the pagans counseled that 
this was the best time to attack the 
Muslims, while another suggested that 
there was a second prayer (the late 
afternoon) in which the Muslims took 
even more interest, and the man 
suggested that that would be a better 
time to strike. 
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While the idol-worshippers were 
debating when to strike, the Prophet 
concluded the group prayer and recited 
this newly revealed passage, explaining 
what the idol-worshippers were plotting. 

When the next prayer time came, the 
Prophet ordered his men to pray while 
holding their weapons, and the two rows 
of men alternated standing and bowing, 
so there would always be one line able to 
respond to the enemy if need be. 

(Abu Dawud) 


en you travel through the open 
countryside, it isn't wrong if you shorten 
your prayers out of the fear that the 
faithless might ambush you, for those 
who cover over (their ability to have faith) 
are clearly your enemies, [ion 

When you're with (other Muslims on a 
journey, Muhammad), and you stand up 
to lead them in prayer, assign one group 
of the (believers) to stand (for prayer) 
with you, taking their weapons with them, 
(while the others stand guard). 



When they finish their prostrations, let 
them set up (their guard-positions) in the 
rear, and let the other group which didn't 
pray yet come forward and pray with you 
- taking all precautions and holding their 
weapons. 

The faithless would eagerly attack you 
in a single rush, if they (saw that) you 
were without your weapons or away from 
your gear. 

It isn't wrong, however, if you pack 
your weapons away when it's raining or if 
you're too ill to carry them, but even still 
take every precaution for yourselves. 

Truly, Allah has prepared a humiliating 
punishment for those who cover over 
(their awareness of the truth). [ 102 ] 

When you've concluded the prayer, 
remember Allah while standing, sitting or 
lying down on your sides, and when 
you're free from danger, perform the 
prayer-ritual (in the normal way), for 
prayers are a duty upon the faithful at set 
times. [io3] 

Don't hesitate in pursuing the enemy. 
If you're suffering from hardship, (know 
that) they're suffering similar hardships, 
too. 

(Remember that) you have hope in 
Allah, while they have hope in nothing. 
Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. 

[104] 
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Hypocrites may Try to Use You 


Background Info... v. 105-113 

This entire passage was revealed in 
response to a situation that occurred due 
to a theft. A suspected hypocrite named 
Ta'ma ibn Ubayrak (aka Bashir) had a 
neighbor named Rifa'ah. Ta'ma came to 
know that Rifa'a had a bag of flour in his 
house, and at that time early in the 
Medinan Period, many Muslims were 
suffering from deprivation, so Ta'ma 
broke into Rifa'a's house, took the big 
bag of flour and proceeded to walk 
home with it, not realizing that the bag 
had a small hole in it and was leaking a 
trail of flour after him. 

When he reached his home and 
understood what had happened, he 
became frightened, ran to the house of a 
Jewish neighbor named Zayd, and gave 
him the bag to hold, not telling him that 
it was stolen property. 

The owner of the flour, following the 
trail to Ta'ma's house, demanded his 
property. Then Ta'ma swore to the 
crowd of his relatives (that was quickly 
gathering) that he didn't take it and that 
he knew nothing about it. Rifa'a swore 
that he knew Ta'ma took the bag, and he 
pointed to the trail of flour that led to his 
door. 

Then Ta'ma pointed out that the flour 
trail led away from there to the house of 
a Jew, and Ta'ma promptly swore that 
the Jew stole the flour. (Another version 
of the story has Rifa'a being told that a 
cooking fire was seen in Ta'ma's house, 
causing him to go there to investigate, 
with Ta'ma claiming he got the bag from 
a companion named Labid, with the 
charge eventually being craftily shifted 
by Ta'ma's family to the the Jew in 
question.) 


The crowd proceeded to the home of 
the Jew, and he produced the bag, 
claiming that Ta'ma asked him to hold it 
and that he didn't know it was stolen. 

Other Jews also corroborated his 
story. The identity of the thief was 
uncertain then, with both Ta'ma and the 
Jew accusing each other (and an 
indignant Labid fuming in their midst). 
Ta'ma's relatives came up with the idea 
that they should ask the Prophet to 
come and argue for their side, and they 
went to him and tried to convince him 
that Ta'ma was innocent. 

Rifa'a and his family, on the other 
hand, were convinced that Ta'ma was 
the real culprit and that he was trying to 
mask his crime by framing an innocent 
person. 

The relatives of Ta'ma, however, 
were so persuasive and passionate in 
their defense, that the Prophet was 
nearly convinced of their position, even 
to the point of suggesting that Rifa'a and 
his family were falsely accusing a Muslim 
family of theft. 

The Prophet decided to wait for a 
resolution from Allah. After only a few 
days at most, this passage was revealed 
to the Prophet. 

And so the Jew was declared 
innocent of the crime. Ta'ma then fled 
the city and renounced Islam in favor of 
idolatry. 

He found no peace in Mecca among 
the pagans, however, for when the 
woman he had taken up lodging with in 
Mecca found out about his criminal past, 
she threw him out of the house. 

Penniless and hungry, he eventually 
broke into a house in Mecca by tunneling 
through a wall. The wall collapsed on 
him, however, and killed him. ( Asbabul - 
Nuzul, Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 
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We sent the Book down to you in 
all truth, so you can judge between 
people as directed by Allah. Therefore, 
don't let yourself be (used) as an 
advocate by traitors, tiosi 

Rather, seek the forgiveness of Allah, 
for Allah is forgiving and merciful, uoei 

Offer no defense on behalf of those 
who've betrayed their own souls, for truly 
Allah has no love for underhanded 
sinners. no7i 

They may hide (their intentions) from 
other people, but they can't hide (them) 
from Allah, for He's in their midst when 
they plot in the night - using the kinds (of 
vile) words that He detests! Allah 

surrounds them in everything they do! 

[108] 

They're the kind of people on whose 
behalf you may offer a defense in this 
world, but who is going to defend them 
against Allah on the Day of Assembly, 
and who will take care of things for them 
then? [io9] 

If anyone commits an offense or 
otherwise wrongs his own soul, but then 
later seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will find 
Allah to be forgiving and merciful, moi 

If anyone earns a sin, he earns it 
against his own soul. Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, mi) 


If anyone earns a fault or a sin and 
then blames it on someone else who is 
innocent, he will carry (upon himself 
both) the lie and an obvious sin. tmi 

If it wasn't for Allah's favor and mercy 
towards you, a group of (the hypocrites) 
would've certainly schemed to lead you 
astray, but they've only succeeded in 
leading their own souls astray. 

They're not able to cause you any real 
harm, for Allah has sent down the Book 
to you and (the standard of prophetic) 
wisdom, and (He taught you) what you 
didn't know (before). Allah's favor is 
powerfully inclined towards you. nuj 


In most of their secret talks there's 
nothing good (being said or planned). 



However, if someone is encouraging a 
charitable deed, (planning) an exemplary 
(act that will help many) or (devising ways 
to) make peace between people, (then 
being secretive is allowed). 

Whoever engages (in secret 
discussions) for these (ends), while 
looking only for the pleasure of Allah, 
soon shall We give him a valuable reward. 

[114] 
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Enemies of Allah will be Defeated 


Background Info... v. 115 

The brother of a man named Maqees 
ibn Dubabah was killed in the 
countryside in a district known as an- 
Najjar, and Maqees went to the Prophet 
seeking justice. 

The Prophet sent him along with a 
representative to the tribe of Fihr to ask 
them to produce the murderer, so he 
could be brought to justice. 

The tribal elders said they didn't 
know who killed Maqees's brother, but 
they would pay the penalty or blood- 
money to him to compensate him for his 
loss. Maqees was given one hundred 
camels. 

As he was riding back with them 
towards Medina, he thought that it 
wouldn't look honorable in the eyes of 
the Arabs to accept the blood-money 
and that someone had to die for the 
killing of his brother. 

He looked at the Prophet's 
representative who was riding with him 
and concluded that since he was also a 
man of the Fihr tribe, he could revenge 
himself upon him. 

So he beat the man to death with a 
rock and took his camels to Mecca where 
he renounced Islam and boasted of his 
exploits to the approving idol- 
worshippers. 

Some years later, when the Muslims 
forced the bloodless surrender of Mecca, 
Maqees was found, arrested and 
executed for the brazen murder. This 
verse references that man and his 
actions. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


anyone works against the 
Messenger, even after guidance has been 
clearly brought to him, and follows a path 
other than that of a believer, well then 
We'll leave him on the path that he's 
chosen and then lead him straight into 
Hellfire - and what a terrible place to go\ 

[1151 

What Kind of a Friend is Shaytan? 

y\llah doesn't forgive (the sin of) 
making others equal with Him, but He 
forgives any other sins besides this for 
whomever He wants. 

Whoever makes others equal with 
Allah has made a huge mistake and gone 
far off into error. \m 

(The idol-worshippers) call upon 
goddesses (for favors) in place of Him, 
but they're really calling upon a relentless 
devil! in?] 

Allah had cursed Shaytan, but he (was 
defiant and challenged Allah), saying,"/ 
will trap a certain number of Your 
servants, [usi 

"I'll trick them and urge them (to do 
bad deeds). I'll order them to slit the ears 
of cattle (for the sake of mindless 
superstition) and to disfigure what Allah 
created ." 
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Whoever takes Shaytan for a protector 
in place of Allah is clearly lost in 
bewilderment! moi 

Shaytan makes them promises and 
urges them (to commit sins), but 
Shaytan's promises are nothing more 
than tricks. (1201 

(His followers) will have their home in 
Hellfire, and they'll find no way out. tmi 

However, We're soon going to admit 
those who believed and did what was 
morally right into gardens beneath which 
rivers flow - and there they shall remain 
foreveh Allah's promise is true, and 
whose word can be more honest than 
Allah's? (i22] 

What is the Best Way? 


Background Info... v. 123-124 

A group of Jews told their Muslim 
listeners, “We’re better guided than you. 
Our prophet came before your prophet. 
Our book came before your book, and 
we’re more worthy of Allah than you.” 


The Muslims offered that their 
prophet came last and was thus the best 
of all due to his superseding all others. 

(I hn Kathir . Ashab ul-Nuzul) 


1 Neither your desires nor the desires 
of the Followers of Earlier Revelation (can 
prevail). Whoever does wrong will be 
repaid accordingly, and he'll find neither 
a best friend nor helper besides Allah. 1123] 

Whether they're male or female, 
whoever does what's morally right and 
has faith will enter the Garden, and not 
the least bit of injustice will be done to 
them. ( 124 ] 

Whose way of life can be better than 
the one who submits himself to Allah, 
does what's morally right and follows the 
way of Abraham, the natural monotheist? 
Indeed, Allah even took Abraham as a 
friend. [125] 

Everything in the heavens and on the 
earth belongs to Allah, and He embraces 
all things. 1126] 

Don't Oppress 
Widows and Orphans 

're asking you for instructions 
(on how to treat) women, so tell them: 

"Allah (Himself) gives you (men) 
instructions on (how to treat) them. 
(Follow) what's been recited to you in 
(this) book concerning women who have 
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orphaned children, and from whom 
you're withholding their rightful property 
- and yet you seek to marry them (to get 
at their wealth or you avoid marrying 
them without letting them marry others 
in order to keep control of their 
property)! 

"And also (follow the rules that you 
have been given concerning) the helpless 
children (in your midst). Your (duty) is to 
do justice to orphans, (so you must be fair 
and give widowed women and their 
orphaned children their inheritance)! 
There's not any good deed that you can 
do, without Allah knowing all about it." 

[ 127 ] 

Treat Women with Fairness 


Background Info... first part v. 128 

Here is the background story for the 
revelation of the ‘abandon' part of this 
passage. A man named Ibn Abi as-Sa'ib 
wanted to divorce his wife because she 
had grown old and he was disenchanted 
with her. The woman didn’t want a 
divorce, and so she suggested an 
alternative. 

She said, “Don’t divorce me. Let me 
look after my children and set aside a 
few nights each month for me.” The 
man accepted this arrangement. (Asbab 
ul-Nuzul) 


a wife fears aggressively defiant 
behavior from her husband or is afraid he 
will abandon her, it isn't wrong for them 
if they arrange a fair settlement between 


themselves (to mutually change the 
stipulations of the marriage contract or 
initiate a divorce). 



A (fair) settlement is best, even though 
people's souls are swayed by greed. If 
you do good and guard yourselves 
(against committing injustice, remember 
that) Allah is well-informed of whatever 
you do. ii28) 

You'll never be able to achieve fairness 
between women, (if you happen to have 
more than one wife), no matter how hard 
you try, though don't turn away (from 
one wife) altogether, as if you were 
leaving her to languish. 

If you come to a friendly 
understanding and remain aware (of your 
duty to Allah, know that) He's forgiving 
and merciful. [129] 

However, if (a married couple) has 
irreconcilable differences (and must 
separate), Allah will provide for all 
concerned from His abundance, for Allah 
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is the One Who cares for all things and is 
wise. [i3oi 

Allah is in Control 

An that is within the heavens and on 
the earth belongs to Allah. 

And so it was that We directed those 
who received revelation before you that 
they should be mindful of Allah, just as 
We've also directed you (Muslims) to do 
likewise. 

If you reject (Him, just remember) that 
all things within the heavens and on the 
earth belong to Allah and that Allah is 
free of all needs and (is the only One) 
worthy of being praised, imj 

Again, everything in the heavens and 
on the earth belongs to Allah, and Allah is 
enough to take care of all affairs! 11321 

If He ever wanted to, He could destroy 
all you people and create another 
species, because Allah has the power to 
do that. 

If anyone desires a reward in this life, 
(remember) that in Allah's (hands) are the 
rewards both of this life and of the next, 
and Allah hears and watches (over all 
things). [133-1341 


Stand up For Justice 

An you who believe! Stand up 
firmly for justice as witnesses before 
Allah, and (be fair witnesses even if it's) 
against your own selves, your parents or 
your relatives, as well. 

(Also, be fair), whether it's (against) the 
rich or the poor, for Allah can best 
protect (the legitimate interests) of both 
sides. 

Don't follow your own desires, for only 
then can you (judge) with fairness. If you 
distort (the truth) or fail to do justice, 
then know that Allah is well-informed of 
whatever you do. [135] 

Don't be Unreliable in Your Faith 

An you who believe! Believe in 
Allah and His Messenger and in the Book 
that He sent down to His Messenger, and 
believe in the books that He sent down to 
those who came before (your time, as 
well.) 

Whoever rejects Allah, His angels, His 
books, His messengers or the Last Day 
has made a huge mistake and gone far 
off into error. [i 36 i 

Those who believe, but who then 
cover over (their faith), then believe 
again, and then again cover over (their 
faith) - and go on increasing in their 
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rejection, Allah won't forgive them nor 
will He guide them on the path (of truth). 

[ 137 ] 

Tell the hypocrites that there's 
(nothing) for them to look forward to (in 
the next life other than) painful 
punishment, insi 



So those who take as their best friends 
(people) who've rejected (Allah) in 
preference to the believers - are they 
looking for high status among them? 

Yet, all high status belongs to Allah! [139] 

He's already sent down to you (the 
instructions) in the Book that when you 
hear the (revealed) verses of Allah being 
mocked and ridiculed, you're not allowed 
to sit with (such people) until they turn to 
a different topic. 

If you did (stay there, while insults 
were being hurled against Allah's 
revelations), then you would be no better 
than they. 

(Know that) Allah will collect the 
hypocrites and all those who covered 
over (their faith, and He will throw them) 
all together into Hellfire. iuoi 


They're the ones who bide their time 
and watch you, (looking for any signs of 
weakness). 

If you gain a victory from Allah, they 
say," Weren't we on your side all along?" 
but if the faithless gain (the upper hand), 
they say (to their allies), "Aren't we more 
valuable to you now, because we 
protected you from the believers?" 

Allah will judge among all of you on 
the Day of Assembly, and Allah will never 
give those who covered over (their faith) 
a way (to succeed completely) over the 
believers, iwn 

The hypocrites think that they're out¬ 
smarting Allah, but He's the One out¬ 
smarting them! 

When they stand up to pray, they 
stand sluggishly, only wanting to have 
people see them. They don't remember 
Allah very much at all! 11421 

(They're) distracted all throughout 
(their prayer), not being (completely 
loyal) to one side or the other. You'll 
never find the way for someone whom 
Allah leaves astray. [143] 

All you who believe! Don't take those 
who cover over (their faith) as best friends 
in preference to other believers. Do you 
want to give Allah the very evidence to 
use against you? ti44i 
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The hypocrites will be in the lowest 
depths of the Fire, and you'll find no one 
to help them, [msi 


(They're all doomed) except for those 
who repent and reform themselves and 
who then hold firmly to Allah and purify 
their way of life in Allah's sight. 

If they do all of that, then they'll be 
(counted) among the believers, and Allah 
will soon grant a valuable reward to the 
believers. ti 46 ] 


(All you people,) what would it do for 
Allah to punish you if you're thankful and 
you believe? (Know that) Allah is 
appreciative (of the good you do) and 
that He knows (about all things). [i47] 

Don't be Quick 
to Spread Bad News 


Background Info... v. 148-149 

An angry dinner guest was 
complaining in public that his hosts did 
not feed him well. 

When the Prophet learned of this, he 
received this revelation in response that 
tells believers not to complain in public 
about anything they don’t like unless it is 
concerning some injustice. (Asb abul-Nuzul) 

The Prophet said, “Allah, the Exalted, 
has forgiven my community for what 
they talk about to themselves, as long as 
they don’t talk about it in public or 
implement it." ( Bukhari ) 



doesn't like for bad news to be 


announced in public, except where 
injustice has been done, for Allah hears 
and knows (all things), imsi 


Whether you tell others about a good 
deed or hide it, or forgive (someone) for 
doing something bad (to you), know that 
Allah has the power to forgive (all sins). 

[ 149 ] 



Allah and the Israelites 

Those who seek to cover over (the 
true knowledge of) Allah and His 
messengers and who want to separate 
Allah from His messengers by saying, "We 
believe in some but reject the rest," and 
those who try to take a (compromising) 
middle course - they're all equally 
covering over (the light of faith within 
their hearts). 

We've prepared a humiliating 
PUNISHMENT for those who cover 
over (their faith)! uso-isii 

To those who believe in Allah and His 
messengers and who make no distinction 
between any of the messengers, We will 
soon give them their reward, for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. 11521 
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Background Info... v. 153 

A group of Jews in Medina 
challenged Muhammad to bring down a 
scripture from the sky, even as Moses 
received his revelation on Mount Tur 
from the hand of Allah. 

Only then, they said, would they 
believe that he was a true prophet. This 
verse references this challenge. ( Asbabul- 
Nuzul) 


The (Jewish leaders among) the 
Followers of Earlier Revelation (in Medina) 
are asking you to bring down a (holy) 
book from the sky for them (to see, 
before they will accept you as a true 
prophet). 

(Their forefathers) asked Moses for an 
even greater (miracle than that) when 
they demanded of him, "Show us Allah in 
the flesh!" 



They were seized by thunder (and 
rendered unconscious) for their unjust 
presumption! Yet, they worshipped the 


calf even after all the clear proofs that 
had come to them! 

Even still We forgave them, and We 
also gave Moses a clear mandate (to lead 
them). [i53] 

For their covenant We (brought them) 
to the raised heights of the mountain, 
(and afterwards, while they were 
traveling,) We had commanded them, 
"Enter this (city's) gate with humility. "We 
also commanded them, "Don't violate the 
Sabbath," and We took from them a 
solemn promise, umi 

True Knowledge is not Inborn 


Background Info... v. 155 

A rabbi of Medina felt that Allah’s 
truth was already written in the hearts of 
his people as in the pages of a book. 

And so their hearts were the ‘covers’ 
of that divine understanding. He made 
the quote that is answered in the 
following verse. (Asbab ul-Nuzui ) 


However, they broke their promise, 
rejected the signs of Allah, killed the 
prophets against all right, and now 
they're saying, "Our hearts are the covers 
(within which are written Allah's truth, so 
we don't need any other revelations)." 

But no! Allah has set a seal upon (their 
hearts) on account of their rejection, and 
they have only a little faith, ussi 
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(Even more, they're in that kind of 
situation because) they covered up 
(Allah's truth), made false charges against 
Mary, and said, "We killed Jesus, the 
Messiah, the son of Mary." 

However, they didn't kill him, nor did 
they crucify him, but it was made to 
appear to them that they did. Those who 
argue about it are full of doubts and have 
no (concrete) information. 

Instead, they only follow their own 
made-up ideas, for they certainly didn't 
kill him. [is 6 -is 7 ] 

Certainly not! Allah raised (Jesus) up 
to Himself, for Allah is powerful and wise. 

[ 158 ] 

Each of the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation must believe in (Jesus) before 
they die, for on the Day of Assembly, 
(Jesus) will be a witness against them. tis 9 i 



For the misbehavior of the Jews, We 
made certain (foods) forbidden to them 
that were (otherwise) good and 
wholesome - (food) that was allowed to 


them (before), but they had hindered too 
many people from Allah's path, (and were 
thus given these harsh dietary guidelines 
as a punishment), tieoi 

They took interest money, even 
though they were forbidden to, and they 
used up people's wealth foolishly. 



We've prepared a terrible punishment 
for those among them who reject (the 
truth). [i 6 i] 

However, those (Jews) who are firmly 
educated and who have (true) faith - they 
believe in what's been revealed to you, as 
do those who pray and give in charity to 
the poor and who believe in Allah and 
the Last Day. 

Soon We will grant them a valuable 
reward. [i62] 
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All Prophets Taught 
the Same Message 

We've sent revelation to you, 

(Muhammad), in the same way that 
We sent revelation to Noah and to the 
messengers who came after him. We 
sent revelations to Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Jacob and the tribes (of Israel), as 
well as to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron and 
Solomon, and We gave the Psalms to 
David. ii 63 ] 



We've already told you the story of 
some of the messengers, but of others 
We haven't. Allah even spoke directly to 
Moses. [i 64 ] 

The messengers gave good news, as 
well as warnings, so that people (who 
lived generations) after (the time) of each 
messenger would have no plea (of 
ignorance) against Allah, for Allah is 
powerful and wise, nssi 


This Message is from Allah 


Background Info... v. 166-167 

Some prominent Meccans visited 
Muhammad in Medina and said, “We 
asked the Jews about you, and they said 
they didn’t know anything about you 
(and your authenticity as a prophet). So 
show us who is corroborating your claim 
that Allah sent you as a messenger.” 

This passage was revealed in response. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


/vllah testifies that what He sent 
down to you was sent from His Own 
knowledge, and the angels testify, as well, 
though Allah is enough of a witness, 
Himself! [i 66 ] 

Those who cover (the light of faith 
within their hearts) and keep others away 
from the path of Allah have strayed far 
away in error. U 67 ] 

Allah won't forgive those who cover 
over (their ability to have faith in Him) 
and who do wrong, neither will He guide 
them towards any pathway ,save for the 
pathway to HgllFIBE, and there 
they shall remain forever, and that's easy 
for Allah. [ 168 - 169 ] 

All you people! The Messenger has 
come to you in all truth from Allah, so 
believe! It's in your best interest to do 
so. 
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However, if you reject (the truth, know 
that) everything in the heavens and on 
the earth belongs to Allah, and Allah is 
full of knowledge and wisdom, [no] 

A Call to Christians 
to Abandon False Teachings 

Followers of Earlier Revelation! Don't 
go to extremes in your religious 
(doctrines), and don't make statements 
about Allah that aren't true. 

Jesus, the son of Mary, was a 
messenger from Allah and His (creative) 
word bestowed upon (the virgin) Mary 
and a spirit sent from Him. So believe in 
Allah and His messengers (who were 
mortal men). 

Don't say," Trinity." Don't do it, as that 
would be best for you. Truly, God is just 
one God, glory be to Him! He's (far 
above) having a child! 

He owns everything in the heavens 
and on the earth, and Allah is quite 
enough to take care of matters (for 
Himself)! [mi 

The Messiah never refused to be God's 
servant, nor have the angels, nor the 
nearest (people devoted to Him). 
Whoever arrogantly refuses to serve Him 
will be gathered back to Him (for 
judgment), [mi 


Those who believed and did what was 
morally right will be given their due 
reward by Him, and even more out of His 
bounty'. 

But those who were hesitant and 
arrogant will be punished by Him with a 
painful punishment, and they'll find no 
one to help them or protect them besides 
Allah! [i 73 ] 



All you people! Absolute proof has 
now come to you from your Lord in that 
We've sent you a clear light. [i 74 ] 

So those who believe in Allah and hold 
firmly to Him will soon be admitted to (a 
state of) mercy and grace from Him, and 
He will guide them to Himself along a 
straight path, ins] 

More on Inheritance Law 


Background Info... v. 176 

A man named Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah was 
on his deathbed, and he asked to see the 
Prophet. He had no parents or children 
to whom he could give his estate, but he 
did have seven sisters. 
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He was unsure about how much 
inheritance he should leave for them to 
split amongst themselves, whether a half 
or two-thirds. He was vexed greatly for 
he didn't want to give the wrong amount 
and be accountable to Allah. The 
Prophet told him to ease his mind, and 
this verse was revealed in answer. So 
the sisters received two-thirds of the 
estate to divide amongst themselves. 
(Asbdb ul-Nuzul) 


Now they're asking you for (an 
additional) legal decision (concerning 
inheritance in cases in which there are no 
descendants or ascendants). 

Say to them, "Allah gives you the 
following instructions for people who 
leave neither descendants nor ascendants 


as heirs. If it's a man who dies and he 
leaves a sister, but no children, she will 
get half the estate he leaves. If (the 
deceased was) a woman who left no 
children, her brother gets her estate. 

"If there are (only) two sisters (left as 
heirs), they will get two-thirds of the 
estate (to share between them). If there 
are brothers and sisters, males and 
females, (then they will share the entire 
inheritance, with) the male receiving 
twice the share of the female." 

And so Allah makes things clear to you 
so you won't do anything wrong, (and 
remember that) Allah knows about all 
things. ti?6] 
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The Banquet Table 

5 A1 Ma'idah 
Late Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter was revealed over many months in Medina near the later days of the Prophet's 
mission. So it addresses a wide variety of issues, many of them reflecting the intense interfaith 
dialogues going on within the city. The memorable lines contained in the middle of verse three, 
which speak of the completing of Islam as a way of life, were revealed during the Prophet's last 
pilgrimage in the year 632. 

Some believe that that passage may have been the last Qur'anic revelation the Prophet 
received. It was this passage that led many of Muhammad's closest followers to conclude that the 
ministry of their beloved guide was coming to a close. The Prophet reportedly said of this chapter: 
“The chapter of the Banquet Table has been revealed as the last stage in the revelation of the 
Qur'an. Therefore, take what has been pronounced as lawful within it as lawful forever, and take 
what has been pronounced unlawful in it as unlawful forever.” (Ma'ariful Qur’an) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


An you who believe! Fulfill your 
obligations! 

You're allowed (to eat) all domestic 
livestock, except for (the animals) that 
have been forbidden to you by mention 
(of their names or categories). 

You're also forbidden to hunt (wild 
animals) while you're under (pilgrimage) 
restrictions, and Allah certainly makes 
rules that He wants, m 

All you who believe! Don't violate (the 
holiness) of the symbols of Allah, nor 
violate the holy month (of HaJj) nor (the 


animals) brought for sacrifice nor the 
decorations that identify them nor the 
safety (of those who visit) the Sacred 
House looking for the bounty and 
approval of their Lord. 



However, when you're freed from the 
restrictions of the holy places and 
pilgrim's clothes, you may go hunting 
(animals for food) once more. 
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Don't let (your) hatred for some 
people, who once kept you out of the 
Sacred Masjid, lead you into being 
spitefully wrong in return. 

Help each other in righteousness and 
mindfulness (of Allah), but don't help 
each other in sinfulness or aggression. Be 
mindful of Allah, for Allah is strict in the 
final outcome. 121 

Ordained Dietary Guidelines 

You're forbidden to (eat the 
following things): meat from animals that 
died by themselves; blood; pork; anything 
that was dedicated to any other name 
besides Allah's name; anything that was 
killed by strangling, a blunt strike, falling 
or by being slashed to death, as well as 
anything that's been (partly) eaten by a 
wild animal - unless you're able to 
slaughter it (properly); and anything that 
was sacrificed on stone (altars). 

You're also (forbidden) to divide (up 
meat portions among people) by drawing 
marked (arrowheads) to make random 
selections, for that method is immoral. 


Background Info... middle of v. 3 

This was one of the last passages 
revealed to Prophet Muhammad, 
indicating that his ministry was coming at 
an end. The name of the religion, Islam, 
or surrender to Allah's will, is given in this 
verse. 


It was revealed on a Friday during the 
Prophet's Farewell Pilgrimage in the year 
632 and recited to the gathered crowd of 
100,000 people on what is known as the 
Dav of Arafat. 

While many Muslims were elated at 
this confident statement from Allah, 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab began to weep 
openly. When the Prophet asked him 
why he was weeping, 'Umar replied, 
"This verse seems to signal that your 
time in this world is drawing to a close. 
With the perfection of Islam, the need 
for a messenger has been fulfilled." 

The Prophet replied in the 
affirmative. Eighty days later, the 
Prophet passed away, leaving 'Umar full 
of sorrow and sadness. Some years 
later, after 'Umar had been elevated to 
the office of caliph, a Jewish man in 
Medina approached 'Umar and said, 
"Leader of the Muslims, you recite a 
verse in your book that, if it were 
revealed to us, would have caused us to 
make that day a holiday." 

Umar replied, "Which verse is that?" 
Then the Jew read this verse. 'Umar 
exclaimed, "I swear to Allah that I know 
the day in which it was revealed to the 
Messenger and its hour. It was late in 
the daytime on the day of 'Arafat on a 
Friday." (Bukhari, Muslim) 


This day, those who cover over (the 
truth of Allah) have given up all hope of 
(destroying) your way of life. 

So don't be afraid of them; rather, fear 
only Me. This day, I have perfected your 
way of life for you, completed My favor 
upon you and have chosen for you Islam 
as your way of life. 
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If anyone is forced by desperate 
hunger (to eat the forbidden things that 
were mentioned before), with no desire 
to do wrong, (then they may eat the 
forbidden foods for survival purposes 
only), for Allah is forgiving and merciful, pi 



Now they're asking you what else is 
allowed for them (to eat), so tell them, 

" You're allowed to (eat) anything that's 
healthy and pure and also what you've 
taught your trained hunting animals (to 
catch), as you were already directed by 
Allah. 

"(You may) eat what they capture for 
you, but be sure to declare the name of 
Allah over it Be mindful of Allah, for 
Allah is quick in taking account." m 

This day, everything healthy and pure 
has been made lawful for you. 

The (ritually slaughtered) food of those 
who received scripture in the past is also 


lawful for you, and your food is lawful for 
them. 

(With regards to marriage, you're 
allowed to marry) good, believing 
women, and (you may also marry) good 
women from among those who received 
scripture before your time, but only if you 
give them their required marriage gifts 
and only if you desire decency and not 
lustful behavior or secret affairs. 

If someone rejects (faith in Allah), then 
his deeds will be rendered useless, and in 
the next life he'll be among the losers, tsi 

Preparing for Prayer 

you who believe! When you 
prepare yourselves for prayer, wash your 
faces and your hands up to the elbows. 

Wipe the top of your heads (with 
water), and (wash) your feet to the ankles. 
If you're in a state of greater impurity, 
then bathe your whole body. 



However, if you're sick, on a journey, 
answered the call of nature or were 



161 

















intimate with (your spouses) and you 
can't find any water (to wash yourselves), 
then you can take either clean sand or 
soil and use it to wipe your faces and 
hands. 

Allah doesn't want to put you into any 
hardship; rather, (He wants to) purify you 
and complete His favor towards you, so 
you can be thankful, [si 

Remember the Favors of Allah 

R.emember the favors of Allah that 
have been bestowed upon you, and 
remember His covenant that He 
concluded with you when you said," We 
hear, and we obey." 

Be mindful (of Allah) for Allah knows 
what you're thinking, pi 

All you who believe! Stand forth firmly 
for Allah as witnesses to fair dealing. 

Don’t let the hatred of others towards 
you make you swerve towards injustice or 
towards being unfair (to them in return). 
Be fair, for that's the closest to being 
mindful (of Allah). 

So be mindful then, for Allah is well- 
informed of everything you do. m 

Allah made a promise to those who 
believed and who did what was morally 
right that they'll receive forgiveness and a 
great reward, m 


Whoever rejects (their natural faith in 
Allah) and denies Our (revealed) verses 
will be among the companions of the 
burning blaze, uoi 

Allah Protected 

the Prophet from Harm 


Background Info... v. 11 

A man named Ghawrath met with the 
leaders of the hostile tribes of the 
desert, namely the Muhareb and 
Ghatafan tribes, and asked if they 
wanted him to kill Muhammad. They 
agreed and asked him how he could 
possibly accomplish that. He replied that 
he would take Muhammad by surprise. 
Ghawrath bided his time and kept an eye 
out for an opportunity to approach his 
prey. 

One day, he saw Muhammad sitting 
alone under the shade of a tree with his 
sword on his lap. He approached him 
and casually asked if he could have a look 
at the blade. The Prophet handed it to 
him, and Ghawrath drew it and 
immediately pointed it at the Prophet 
menacingly, though he couldn't bring 
himself to thrust it in for the kill. 

Finally, he asked him, “Muhammad, 
aren't you afraid?" Muhammad replied 
that he was not. Then Ghawrath said 
two or three times, “Who will protect 
you from me now?” Muhammad 
answered, “Allah will.” 

Ghawrath hesitated and then 
suddenly dropped the sword. 

Muhammad picked it up and called to his 
nearby companions. While the assailant 
was still sitting there, Muhammad 
narrated the incident and then Ghawrath 
was allowed to go free. 
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Some time later, Muhammad was 
visiting the Jewish neighborhood of the 
Banu Nadir, seeking their assistance in 
settling a blood-money suit brought by a 
desert tribe against one of the 
companions who had killed two of their 
men. 

Ka’b ibn Ashraf, the Jewish leader, 
invited the Prophet into his courtyard 
and bade him and his companions to sit 
under the shade of a wall while he 
ostensibly went to order food to be 
made. Ka’b then retreated into another 
room and told a man named ‘Amr ibn 
Jahsh ibn Ka’b to drop a heavy stone 
from the roof down upon Muhammad to 
kill him. 

Just before the man could do the 
deed, however, Angel Gabriel came and 
warned the Prophet, who promptly got 
up and left. This verse was revealed 
soon afterwards, referencing both 
incidents, and was meant to emphasize 
that Allah would protect this prophet 
until the end of his mission. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, 
Ibn Kathir) 


An you who believe! Remember the 
favor of Allah that He bestowed upon you 
when certain people made plans to move 
their hands against you, but He restrained 
their hands from ever reaching you. So 
then be mindful of Allah, and the 
believers should trust in Allah, mi 

An Appeal to Jews and Christians 

And so it was that Allah made a 
covenant with the Children of Israel. We 
appointed twelve scouts from among 
them (to go into the land of Canaan to 


gather intelligence in preparation for 
their entry). 





Allah had already told (the Children of 
Israel), "I'll be with you as long as you 
establish regular prayer, give in charity, 
believe in My messengers, respect them, 
and loan to Allah a beautiful loan. 

"For sure, I'll erase your shortcomings 
and admit you into gardens beneath 
which rivers flow. If any of you cover over 
(your ability to have faith) after this, then 
he's truly wandered far from the even 
path." mi 

However, because (the Children of 
Israel) broke their agreement, We cursed 
them and allowed their hearts to grow 
hard. 

(They changed the words of 
revelation) by rearranging them from 
their (proper) places, and they forgot a 
good part of the message that was sent 
to them. 
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Even still you'll find many of them 
engaged in new trickery, but forgive 
them and try to overlook (their 
shortcomings), for Allah loves those who 
are good. mi 

We also took a covenant from those 
who call themselves Christians, but they 
forgot most of the message that was sent 
to them. 

That's why We've let them become 
disunited in mutual envy and hatred of 
each other, even until the Day of 
Assembly. 

Allah will soon inform them (of the 
true meaning) of that in which they were 
engaged, mi 

Followers of Earlier Revelation! Our 
Messenger has come to you revealing 
many things that you used to hide in 
(your religious) scriptures and passing 
over many (practices of the past that are 
now unnecessary). A (new) light and a 
clear scripture have come to you from 
Allah, (lsi 

With these Allah will guide any who 
seek His good pleasure towards the 
pathways of peace and safety. 

Furthermore, He'll lead them out of 
darkness and into a light, by His will, and 
lead them to a straight path, mi 


On Judeo-Christian Claims 

Those who say that God is Jesus, the 
Messiah, the son of Mary, are covering 
over (the real truth). 

Say to them," Who has the power to 
hold back Allah if He wanted to destroy 
the Messiah, the son of Mary, his mother 
and everyone else on earth? 

"To Allah belongs the control of the 
heavens and the earth and everything in 
between. He creates whatever He wants, 
for Allah has power over all things .“ htj 

The Jews and the Christians say, "We're 
the sons of God, and He loves us (above 
all others )." 

Then ask them, "So, why will He punish 
you for your sins (if you don't repent of 
them)? Noway! You're only mortals 
from among the (many peoples) that He's 
created. He forgives whomever He wants, 
and He punishes whomever He wants. 

"The control of the heavens and the 
earth and all that's in between them 
belongs to Allah, and back to Him is the 
final destination." iui 

Followers of Earlier Revelation! Now 
Our Messenger has come to you making 
(things) clear for you after a pause in (the 
chain of) Our messengers. That way you 
won't be able to say, "No bearer (of good 
news) or warner ever came to us!" 
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Now a bearer (of good news) and a 
warner has come to you, and Allah has 
power over all things, usi 

The Children of Israel and the 
Promised Land 

Recall when Moses said to his 
people," My people! Remember Allah's 
favor towards you when He placed 
prophets within your midst, and when He 
placed you in charge (of your own 
destiny after you were enslaved in Egypt) 
and how He gave you what He hadn't 
given to any other nation, poi 

"My people! Enter the holy land, which 
Allah has assigned to you, and don't turn 
back, for then you'll be among the 
losers." pi) 

"But Moses!" they cried." There's a 
powerful nation already here in this land, 
and We'll never be able to enter it unless 
they leave. If they go away, then, and 
only then, can we go inf 1221 

However, two God-fearing men - upon 
whom Allah had granted His favor - came 
forward and (boldly) suggested, "Enter 
(their main stronghold) through a certain 
entrance (that we discovered on our 
scouting mission). 

“When you're inside (the walls of the 
city), victory will be yours, so trust in Allah 
if you really have faith." (23] 



(Yet, many of the people persisted in 
their cowardice) and said, "Moses! As 
long as they're present we'll never be 
able to enter this land - even until the 
end of time! You and your Lord can go 
and fight while we sit here (and watch)." 

[ 24 ] 

(Moses) called out," My Lord! I only 
have power over myself and my brother, 
so separate us from these rebellious 
people!" [ 25 i 

(Allah) answered, "So indeed it shall 
be. This land will be forbidden for them 
for forty years. Until then, they'll wander 
aimlessly in the wilderness, but don't feel 
depressed on account of these rebellious 
people." [26] 

The Story of Cain and Abel 


Background Info... v. 27-31 

According to early Jewish scholars, 
Adam apparently had to allow his 
children to marry each other, given that 
there were no other people around for 
that purpose (a logical conclusion). 
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One of Adam’s daughters, however, 
was very beautiful and desirable, thus 
setting up a potentially tense 
competition between his two eldest 
sons. (Jubilees 4:1-12 and Enoch 85:1-10.) 

Many early Muslim commentators 
have also adopted this view and 
repeated this explanation in their 
commentaries, including Ibn Kathir. 
According to the story, Cain and Abel 
both desired to be married to her, and 
they quarreled about it. 

To settle the dispute, both men had 
to offer something to Allah in sacrifice. 
Abel’s sacrifice was accepted, while 
Cain’s was not, (as evidenced by it not 
catching fire,) and that’s the reason why 
Cain was so driven by anger that he 
would take the life of his brother. It was, 
then, the first crime of passion. 


then you'll become a companion of the 
Fire, and that’s the payback of all those 
who do wrong." 1291 



(Cain's jealous) soul incited him to 
murder his brother, and so he killed him 
and became hopelessly lost, poi Then 
Allah sent a raven, scratching on the 
ground, to show him a way to hide the 
body of his brother. 


Relate to them the story of the two 
sons of Adam in all accuracy. They both 
presented an offering (to Allah), but it 
was accepted from one, though not from 
the other. (In a jealous rage, Cain) said to 
his brother, "I'm going to killyou\“ 


"Allah (only) accepts offerings ," (Abel) 
replied, “from those who are mindful (and 
sincere to Him)." m 


(Then he tried to reason with his angry 
brother), saying, "If you raise your hand 
against me to kill me, I won't raise my 
hand against you to kill you, for / fear 
Allah, the Lord of All the Worlds, psi 


"I'm doomed!" he cried out. "Couldn't I 
(at least have been) like that raven over 
there and buried my brother's body?" 
Then sorrowful regret began to rise up 
within him. pxi 

It was for the sake (of that crime) that 
We made it a principle for the Children of 
Israel that if anyone took a life, unless it 
be (to punish) a murder or to prevent the 
spread of chaos in the land, that it would 
be as if he had murdered the whole of 
humanity. 

On the other hand, if anyone saved a 
life, it would be as if he had saved the life 
of the whole of humanity. 


"As for me, I want you take my sins 
upon yourself to add them with yours, for 
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However, even though Our 
messengers came to them with clear 
evidence (of the truth) - even after that 
many of them continued to commit 
abuses in the land. ^ 

The Most Severe Punishment 


Background Info... v. 33-34 

Apparently, a group of eight Arab 
bedouins led by a man named Abu Burda 
Aslami went into Medina, pretending to 
be interested in Islam and seeking the 
hospitality of the Prophet. At the time, 
the Muslims were being pressured from 
all sides and were in constant fear of 
attack from the Meccans in the south 
and hostile tribes in the north, west and 
east. 

These bedouin visitors were treated 
honorably and graciously, and a non¬ 
aggression treaty between their tribe 
and the Muslims was established. When 
the visitors asked for some cattle to be 
brought to them so they could milk them 
for their daily food needs, some cows 
was promptly procured for them. Then, 
one night they murdered the assigned 
cowherd, stole the cattle, killed some 
people on their way to Medina to 
embrace Islam and then tried to escape 
with the loot. 

They were caught before they could 
melt away into the countryside. For the 
heinous murder and resultant terrorism, 
for the theft, for cruelly abusing the 
hospitality of the Muslims, and to 
discourage others from such terrorism, 
the men were staked to the ground in 
the desert with their hands and feet cut 
off on opposite sides. (Asbab u/Nuzul) 


punishment for those who wage 
war against Allah and His Messenger, and 
who strive hard to cause chaos and 
murder throughout the land, is execution 
or crucifixion or the cutting off of their 
hands and feet from opposite sides or (at 
the very least) exile from the land. 

That's the humiliation that they'll 
receive in this world, but an even more 
painful punishment awaits them in the 
next, except for those who repent before 
they fall into your power, for in that case 
know that Allah is forqivinq and merciful. 

[ 33 - 34 ] 

The Best Goal to Seek 

you who believe! Be mindful of 
Allah. Aspire to get closer to Him, and 
exert your utmost in His cause so you can 
be successful, psi 

As for those who cover over (their 
inner knowledge of the truth), even if 
they had everything in the whole wide 
world, and even double that, and offered 
it as a ransom on the Day of Assembly, no 
offers to avoid punishment will be 
accepted - and their punishment will be 
painful! [ 36 ] 

Their only wish will be to get out of 
the Fire, but they'll never be able to 
escape from it, for their punishment will 
endure. [37] 
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The Punishment for Stealing 

A s for the thief, male or female, cut 
off the hand of both by way of payback, 
for this is a fitting (example of poetic 
justice) from Allah as a consequence for 
(the sin) they earned, and Allah is 
powerful and wise, m 

Though, if (the thief) repents after his 
crime and reforms himself, then Allah will 
turn to him (in forgiveness), for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. 09] 

Don't you know that the control of the 
heavens and the earth belongs to Allah? 
He punishes whomever He wants, and He 
forgives whomever He wants, for Allah 
has power over all things, m 

Facing Down 

the Hypocrites of Medina 


Background Info... v. 41 

Muhammad ( P ) could not read or 
write Arabic, and he certainly did not 
know how to read or understand 
Hebrew. When the rabbis of Medina 
would quote from the Torah in their 
discussions with Muhammad, some of 
them would purposely leave out some 
lines as they translated from Hebrew into 
Arabic in order to keep some information 
secret. Jewish converts to Islam would 
often point this out to the Prophet. (See 
2:100-103.) A Jewish man of Khaybar 
committed adultery, and based upon his 
high status his fellow Jews were 
reluctant to apply any harsh punishment 
to him. 


They resolved to send him to 
Muhammad (p) for judgment on the 
pretence that if he ruled in favor of the 
flogging that the Qur'an called for [24:2], 
then he would be a secular leader in their 
eyes, and they could follow him. 
However, if he ruled in favor of stoning, 
as the Torah prescribed, then he was an 
actual force to be reckoned with, and the 
Jews must be on their guard against him. 

They then went to the Prophet who 
was sitting with some companions in the 
masjid and asked what they should do 
about this adulterer. Muhammad 
remained silent and either called for 
some rabbinical students to be brought 
to him or he himself accompanied them 
to one of their small yeshivas, or religious 
schools (the reports do not specify). 

The Prophet said to the Jewish 
scholars, “I appeal to you by God who 
revealed the Torah to Moses. What 
punishment does the Torah prescribe for 
an adulterer?" One of the rabbis 
answered, “They are rubbed with ash, 
defamed and whipped, and the 
defamation comes by placing both guilty 
parties back to back on a donkey that is 
led around the streets." 

The others present affirmed their 
agreement, but the Prophet noticed that 
one man among them was keeping 
silent. The Prophet was told that his 
name was Ibn Surya, and then he 
appealed to him for his answer to the 
question, making him swear an oath to 
God to be truthful. 

When Ibn Surya replied that the 
actual punishment was death, the 
Prophet further questioned him, saying, 
“When is the first time in which you 
disobeyed the order of Almighty God?" 
Ibn Surya replied, “One of our ancient 
king's relatives committed adultery, and 
the stoning was put off. 
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Then a lesser noble also was found to 
have been adulterous, and the king 
wanted him stoned. However, his family 
objected, saying that they wouldn’t let 
their relative be stoned unless the king’s 
relative was stoned first. It was then 
that they compromised on the 
punishment among themselves (and 
lessened it).” 

The Prophet then asked a rabbi to 
read from the Torah about adultery, and 
the man began to read the appropriate 
section from a scroll, but he kept his 
finger over the verse calling for stoning 
and read the verses before and after it. 
The Jewish convert to Islam, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Salam, (also a former rabbi) informed 
the Prophet that the first rabbi had 
skipped a line, and he asked the man to 
remove his finger and read the verse. 
When he did, the Prophet then 
answered, “I judge by what is in the 
Torah.” 

Then he ruled that the adulterers 
were to be stoned. The adulterous 
couple was then taken out and stoned, 
but the Prophet did not take part in it. 
This verse was revealed concerning this 
and other similar affairs in which the 
Jews asked for Muhammad’s rulings on 
various issues. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


iVlessenger! Don't lose yourself in 
grief over those who race each other into 
rejection, (whether it be from) among 
those (Arab hypocrites) who say, ‘We 
believe' with their lips, but whose hearts 
are devoid of faith, or it be among the 
Jews (of Medina), who will listen to any lie 
and accept (any slander) told to them by 
people who never even met you! 


They switch words from their proper 
sequence, and they say ," If (Muhammad) 
gives you (what you like to hear,) then 
take it, but if not, then beware." 

If Allah wants to put someone into 
utter turmoil, you can do nothing for 
them against Allah (and His plan). (The 
ones to whom He does that) are those 
whose hearts Allah has no desire to 
purify. They'll have nothing but disgrace 
in this world, and in the next life they'll 
have a severe penalty to pay. mi 

The (Jews of Medina) listen to lies and 
eat up anything that's been prohibited to 
them. If they do happen to come to you 
and ask you to solve their internal 
disputes, you can either render a verdict 
or decline to hear the case altogether. 

If you decline (to get involved), they 
can't do any harm to you at all (in their 
spite). If you choose to decide cases for 
them, then judge fairly between them, for 
Allah loves fair judges. H2] 

However, why are they coming to you 
for decisions at all when they have their 
own Torah right there with them? It 
already contains Allah's commandments. 
Yet, they turn away from it even still, for 
they're not really all that faithful. [«] 
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We revealed the Torah, and it 
contained both guidance and 
enlightenment (within its pages). The 
prophets (of old), who surrendered 
(themselves to Allah's command), used it 
to judge among the Jews, and the rabbis 
and legal scholars (also used it to render 
their judgments, as well). 

(They were given the job of protecting 
and living by) the portion of Allah's Book 
that was entrusted to them, and they 
witnessed to their duty. 

Therefore, (you Jews of Medina), don't 
be afraid of (disappointing mere) people. 
Rather, be afraid of (disappointing) Me, 
and don't sell My (revealed) verses for a 
petty price. If anyone judges by any 
other standard than what Allah has 
revealed, then they're truly covering over 
(the truth). [ 44 ] 

We decreed for them in (the Torah): "A 
life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for 
a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a 
tooth, and a wound in exchange for a 
wound." 

Now (this principle has been 
amended,) so if anyone chooses to refrain 
from retaliating, for (the sake of) charity, 
then it's an act of atonement for himself. 

If anyone judges by any standard other 
than what Allah has revealed, then they're 
truly wrongdoers. [ 45 i 


We sent Jesus, the son of Mary, 
following in their footsteps, to affirm the 
(truth of the) Torah that had come before 
him, and We gave him the Gospel, in 
which there was both guidance and 
enlightenment, as an affirmation of the 
Torah that had come before him. 

(The Gospel) was a source of guidance 
and also admonition for those who were 
mindful (of Allah). | 46 j 

Therefore, let the people of the Gospel 
judge by what Allah revealed in it. If 
anyone judges by any standard other 
than what Allah has revealed, then they're 
truly rebellious, m 

Revelations are the Tools 
for Making Good Judgment 


Background Info... v. 48 

Four leading Jewish men of Medina, 
including K’ab ibn Asad and Shas ibn 
Qays, wanted to see if they could corrupt 
the Prophet away from being sincere in 
his religion. They went to him and told 
him that they were the leaders of the 
Jews, and if they converted then all the 
Jews would follow them. Their only 
requirement was that he render a biased 
judgment in favor of them in a dispute 
they had with some men of their 
community. This verse was revealed 
concerning this incident. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


IMow We've sent the Book to you, 
(Muhammad), in all truthfulness, affirming 
the scriptures that came before you and 
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safeguarding within it (the truth of the 
previous revelations), so judge between 
(the Jews and Christians) according to 
what Allah has revealed (to you). 

Don't follow their petty whims and 
thus swerve away from the truth that's 
come to you. 

We've given to each one of you 
(differing religious groups) a legal 
tradition and a clear method (for dealing 
with legal issues). 

If Allah had wanted, He could've made 
you all into one community, but He tests 
you in what He's given you, so forge 
ahead as if you were racing towards 
everything virtuous. 

Your ultimate return is back to Allah, 
and He's going to show you (the truth) of 
those things about which you argued. [48] 

Therefore, judge between them 
according to what Allah has revealed, and 
don't follow their petty whims. Be wary 
of them so they won't seduce you away 
from what Allah has sent down to you. 

If they turn away (and ignore your 
rulings), then know that Allah wants to 
punish them for some of their sins. As it 
is, most people are disobedient! [49] 

Are they looking for a (flawed) ruling 
(that's similar to how people used to 
judge) in the ignorant (days before 


Islam?) For those who are convinced (of 
the truth in their hearts), who can be a 
better judge than Allah? isoi 

Don't Look to Enemies for Alliance 


Background Info... v. 51-53 

In his first days in Medina, the 
Prophet had concluded treaties of 
mutual security with the three Jewish 
tribes of the city. After some months it 
was learned that the Banu Qurayzah 
Jews were playing both sides of the 
fence, so to speak. 

While publicly appearing to be 
friendly with the Muslims, they had also 
invited a delegation of Meccan leaders to 
a secret summit in their fortress just 
outside Medina proper. 

A group of Muslim riders was sent 
out to turn the Meccan delegation back, 
while the senior companions debated 
what to do about this obvious betrayal. 
The Muslim patrol was unable to 
intercept the Meccans, and thus they got 
through. 

This particular passage concerns the 
case of two men who were present 
among the Muslims as they debated 
what to do, and it concerns their 
alliances with the Jews of Medina. The 
first man, ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samat, said, 
“Messenger of Allah, I have many Jewish 
allies. They appear to be ascendant, but I 
will turn to Allah and His Messenger and 
abandon the protection of the Jews. I 
will look for refuge in Allah and in His 
Messenger.” 

Then the hypocrite, ‘Abdullah ibn 
Ubayy, told Muhammad, “I’m a man 
who’s afraid that changing times might 
bring disaster down upon us. I will keep 
the Jews as my allies.” 


171 




Muhammad ( P ) replied, “0 Father of 
Hibab, whatever protection you get from 
the Jews that exceeds what ‘Ubadah ibn 
as-Samat had is only for your own sake.” 
‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy answered, “Then I 
accept that.” Then these three verses 
were revealed. No action was taken 
against the Banu Qurayzah other than to 
warn Muslims not to get too close with 
them, as verse 51 suggests. (Asbab ui-Nuzui, 
Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


you who believe! Don't take 
Jews and Christians as your closest allies, 
for they're only the close allies of each 
other. Whoever among you turns to 
them (for alliances, in place of a believer,) 
is one of them, for Allah doesn't guide 
corrupt people, ish 

Do you see those who have a sickness 
in their hearts? They run eagerly to them 
after exclaiming," We're afraid that 
changing times might bring disaster 
down upon us!" 

It may be that Allah will grant a victory 
or a decision, as He wills, and then they'll 
be sorry for what they've been hiding 
within themselves. is2] 

Then the believers will be the ones to 
say, “Are these (hypocrites) the same ones 
who swore their strongest oaths by Allah 
that they were on your side?" Whatever 
they do is of no use, and they're going to 
be the ones who will lose. is3] 


All you who believe! Whoever among 
you falls away (from following) his 
(Islamic) way of life should know that 
Allah will soon produce a people whom 
He will love - and who will love Him back 1 

They'll be easygoing with other 
believers, yet stern against the faithless, 
striving in Allah's way and paying no 
mind to all the blame that accusers may 
heap upon them. 

That's Allah's favor, which He grants to 
whomsoever He wills, and Allah embraces 
all things and is full of knowledge. is«i 

Who is Your True Friend? 


Background Info... v. 55 

‘Abdullah ibn Salam, the Jewish rabbi 
who converted to Islam, along with his 
family, went to the Prophet one day and 
said, “Messenger of Allah. Our house is 
far from here. We have no place to sit 
and talk, for our people, having seen us 
believing in Allah and His Messenger, 
have disowned us and pledged not to 
talk to us or marry with us, and we’re 
finding it hard on us.” This verse was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Your (true) closest allies are Allah, 
His Messenger and those who believe. 
They're the ones who establish prayer, 
give in charity and who bow down (in 
sincere worship), issi 
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The Fellowship of Allah 


oever turns towards Allah, His 
Messenger and the believers - that's the 
fellowship of Allah - and they shall be 
victorious! [ 56 ] 


Don’t Ally with those Who 
Disrespect You 

you who believe! Don't take 
those who mock and belittle your way of 
life as best friends, whether from among 
those who received a scripture before you 
or from among those who reject (the 
truth). Be mindful of Allah if you're true 
believers. [57] 


Background Info... v. 58-59 

For a time, whenever the Muslim call 
to prayer was announced in Medina, 
some Jews made it a point to tease the 
Muslims on their way to the masjid by 
mocking the prayer positions and 
laughing. This passage was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzuf) 


When you announce your call to 
prayer, they mock and belittle it, for 
they're a people who have no 
understanding, m 



Background Info... v. 56 

After talking to 'Abdullah ibn Salam, 
as mentioned in the previous 
background note, the Prophet walked 
out of the masjid while people were still 
inside praying and kneeling. He saw a 
beggar who appeared to be happy. "Has 
anyone given you anything?” he asked 
him. The beggar replied in the 
affirmative and showed the Prophet a 
gold ring. 

When the Prophet asked who gave it 
to him, the beggar pointed to the 
Prophet's cousin, 'Ali ibn Abi Talib. "How 
did he give it to you?” The Prophet 
asked. The beggar replied that ‘Ali had 
shoved it in his hand while the former 
was in the process of bowing down in 
prayer. The Prophet said, "Allah is the 
greatest,” and then this verse was 
revealed to him. (Asbab ui-Nuzui ) 
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Say to them," You Followers of Earlier 
Revelation , are you making fun of us for 
no other reason than that we believe in 
Allah and in the revelation that came 
down to us, as well as in the revelations 
that came before us? (It may just be) that 
most of you are rebellious (against 
Allah )! 1 [ 59 ] 


Background Info... v. 60 

A number of Jews went to 
Muhammad and asked him in which 
prophets he believed. He began his reply 
by reciting verse 2:285, which mentions 
that Muslims must accept all true 
prophets from Allah 

When Muhammad then mentioned 
that he believed in Jesus, the Jews 
rejected his answer saying, “We swear to 
Allah that we've never heard of a more 
unfortunate religion both in this life and 
in the afterlife than yours, and we don't 
know any religion more evil than yours." 
This verse was revealed in response. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Say to them, “Should I tell you about 
something worse than this (religion that 
you're ridiculing), and for which Allah 
took (your ancestors) to task? 

"Those who had Allah's curse and 
wrath drawn over them, some of whom 
were like apes and pigs, and they were 
the servants of falsehood. They're much 
worse in status and that much farther 
astray from the even path!" [«>] 

When they come to you, they say," We 
believe (in Allah), too," but they're really 


coming with rejection (of your teachings) 
on their mind, and when they leave you, 
they go out with the same (sentiment), 
and Allah knows all about what they're 
hiding, isu 

You see most of them rushing into sin 
and misbehavior and eating whatever 
they've been prohibited to eat. What 
they're doing is pure evifi [62] 

Why aren't their rabbis and legal 
scholars admonishing them against using 
sinful language and eating what they've 
been prohibited to eat? (The lies) they're 
promoting are pure evil! [ 63 ] 

Don't Think that Allah as Stingy 


Background Info... v. 64 

A Jewish man of Medina named 
Nabbash was ridiculing the Prophet for 
asking for donations to support his 
cause. Another Jew named Finhas often 
chided Muslims by saying, “God's hands 
are tied up,” in effect, suggesting that 
Allah was a miser Who didn’t spend of 
His bounty for the benefit of humanity. 
This verse is a reply to that statement. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Jews (of Medina) have said, 
"Allah's hand is tied up." Well, let their 
hands be tied up, and let them be cursed 
for what they've said. 

No way! Both of His hands are 
stretched out wide, and He expends as 
He wills. The revelation that's coming to 



174 






you from your Lord causes belligerency 
and rejection to grow in most of them! 

As it is, We've instilled antagonism and 
hatred among them that will last even 
until the Day of Assembly. 

Every time they stoke the fires of war, 
Allah extinguishes them, though they 
persist in trying to cause chaos in the 
land. Allah has no love for those who 
cause chaos. [ 64 ] 

If only the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation would've believed and been 
mindful (of their duty to Allah), then We 
would've glossed over their shortcomings 
and admitted them into gardens of 
delight. [ 65 ] 

If only they would've held firmly to the 
Torah, the Gospel and all the revelation 
that was sent to them from their Lord, 
then they would've enjoyed themselves 
from every side. 

Although there are men from among 
them who are on the right track, most of 
them participate in sinful conduct, m 

A Call to the Jews and Christians 


Background Info... first part v. 67 

The Prophet explained why the first 
half of this verse came to him, saying, 
“When Allah, the Exalted, sent me with 
my message, I was overwhelmed with it, 
and I knew that many people were 
against me.” 


This call to action reminded him 
about the importance of fulfilling the 
duty that Allah had laid upon him. 
A’ishah said that anyone who says that 
Muhammad ever hid anything from the 
revelation was a liar and that if he ever 
were to hide a verse, it would have been 
this one. (Bukhari. Muslim) 


f\/lessenger! Proclaim what's been 
revealed to you from your Lord, for if you 
don't, then you will have failed to deliver 
the message. 


Background Info... second part v. 67 

The second half of this verse was 
revealed to alleviate the Prophet’s fear 
of being murdered by assassins in his 
sleep. He was with his wife A’ishah one 
night, but he remained awake and 
uneasy. 

When she asked him why he wasn’t 
sleeping, he said, “I wish there was a 
good man to watch over us tonight.” 
A’ishah then narrated that while they 
were talking, they heard a noise outside 
their door that sounded like weapons 
being clanked together. 

The Prophet called to the unknown 
people outside of his door, and two 
trusted men, Sa’ad and Hudhayfah, 
answered that they were coming to 
stand guard over his house. 

The Prophet then slept for a time but 
then woke up and recited this new verse, 
“Allah will defend you... ” He then called 
out to his volunteer guardians and asked 
them to go home, for Allah would look 
after him. ( Tirmidhi ) 
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/Vllah will defend you from the 
people (who seek to harm you), for Allah 
doesn't guide those who reject (His 
message.) is?] 

Say to them, "Followers of Earlier 
Revelation! You have no (legitimacy) 
unless you hold firmly by the Torah, the 
Gospel and all the revelation that has 
come to you from your Lord." 

(Sadly), it's the very revelation itself 
that you've been receiving from your 
Lord that's making most of them increase 
in belligerency and rejection, but don't be 

worried over people who reject (Allah). 

168 ] 

Those (Muslims) who believe, along 
with the Jews, the Sabians and the 
Christians, anyone who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day and who does what's 
morally right, they'll have no cause for 
sorrow or regret. [69i 

And so it was that We made a 
covenant with the Children of Israel and 
sent them messengers. However, every 
time a messenger came to them with 
what they didn't want (to follow) - they 
called some of them imposters, and 
others they killed! poj 

They didn't think there would be any 
dangerous repercussions from it, so they 
became blind and deaf (to faith). Yet, 
even then, Allah kept turning towards 
them (to give them more chances), 


though many of them remained blind 
and deaf (to faith). Allah was watching 
what they were doing, py 

On the Trinity 

Those who say that Allah is the 
Messiah, the son of Mary - they're 
covering over (the truth)! The Messiah, 
himself, said, "Children of Israel! Serve 
Allah, the One Who is my Lord and your 
Lord." 

Whoever makes partners with Allah, 
well, Allah will forbid him entry into the 
Garden, and instead the Fire will be his 
home - and the corrupt will have no one 
to help them. p« 

Those who say that Allah is one of 
three (in a trinity) are covering over (the 
truth, as well), for there is no god but the 
One God. 

If they don't stop what they're saying, 
then a painful punishment will overtake 
those among them who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth), py 

So why don't they turn to Allah and 
ask for His forgiveness? Allah is forgiving 
and merciful! p4i 

The Messiah, the son of Mary, was no 
more than a messenger, and many 
messengers passed away before him. His 
mother was an honest woman - they both 
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had to eat food (like any other mortal 
human being). 



Do you see how Allah is making His 
proofs clear for them? Yet, look how 
they're deceived away (from the truth)! 

[ 75 ] 

Ask them, "Are you going to serve 
something besides Allah - something that 
has no power to bring you any harm or 
benefit? (Well, then remember that) 

Allah is the Hearing and the Knowing." [ 76 ] 

Then say to them, "Followers of Earlier 
Revelation! Don't go beyond the 
boundaries in your way of life without 
any justification, nor should you follow 
the fickle whims of the nations who went 
astray before you, for they've misled 
many from the even way." \m 

Jews must not Ally 

with those Opposed to Allah 


Background Info... v. 78-81 

The Jews of Medina were used to 
making tribal alliances with the pagan 
Arabs around them. The Old Testament, 
however, is very clear and forbids Jews 
from having such alliances, let alone 
friends, from the ranks of idolaters. 


Yet, the Jews of Medina, particularly 
the Banu Nadir and the Banu Qaynuqa, 
forged these alliances of mutual 
protection and friendship with the pagan 
tribes and with the Quraysh of Mecca, 
culminating in the grand alliance of Jews 
and pagans that resulted in the Siege of 
Medina. Islam barely survived, and this 
desperate time provides the context for 

the serious tone in this Dassaee. 

(Ibn Kath/r) 


Those who covered up (Allah's truth) 
from among the Children of Israel were 
cursed by David's own tongue and also 
by Jesus, the son of Mary, for their 
disobedience and constant violation (of 
Allah's law), psi 

They rarely discouraged each other 
from the immorality in which they 
themselves used to indulge, and their 
actions were quite evil! [79] 

Now you see many of (the Jews of 
Medina) turning towards the faithless 
(idol-worshippers for alliances), and the 
deeds that they're sending ahead for 
themselves are quite evil, indeed! 

Allah's anger is upon them, and they 
will linger in eternal damnation, tsoi 

If only they would've put their faith in 
Allah and in the Prophet and in what was 
revealed to him, then they would've 
never taken (idol-worshippers) for allies. 

However, most of them are disobedient. 

( 81 ) 
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How do True 
Christians View Islam? 


(I\/luhammad,) you're going to find 
that out of all the people who hate the 
believers, the Jews (of Medina) and the 
idol-worshippers (of Mecca) are the 
strongest (in their hostility). 


However, those whom you'll find to be 
nearest to the believers in love are those 
who say," We are Christians," for among 
them are priests devoted to learning and 
monks who have given up the world, and 
they're not arrogant. t«2j 



When they hear what was revealed to 
the Messenger, you see their eyes 
overflow with tears for they recognize the 
truth of it. 

Then they pray," Our Lord! We 
believe! Record us among the witnesses. 

[831 


“What can hold us back from believing 
in Allah and in the truth that has come to 
us, since we've always been yearning for 
our Lord to admit us to the company of 
the righteous ?" ( 84 i 

Allah will reward them for what they've 
said with gardens beneath which rivers 
flow - and there they shall remain - and 
that's how Allah rewards (those who do) 
good. ( 85 ) 


However, those who reject (the truth) 
and call Our (revealed) verses nothing 
more than lies will be companions of the 
raging blaze, tsei 

All Things in Moderation 


All you who believe! Don't forbid 
the good things that Allah has allowed 
for you. Just don't overindulge (in lawful 
things), for Allah has no love for the 
overindulgent. [ 87 j 

How to Pay for a Broken Promise 


Background Info... v. 88 

During one of his speeches, 
Muhammad reminded people about the 
seriousness of the Day of Judgment, and 
many left the gathering in tears. Ten 
men gathered in a home. Among them 
were Abu Bakr, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, 
‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud and Salman al-Farsi, 
and they swore that they would fast 
every day, pray all night, never sleep in a 
bed, never eat meat, and dedicate their 
swords to Allah’s cause. 
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When the Prophet heard about this, 
he called them together and said, “Do 
you think it's right that you made the 
oath that you did?” They replied that 
they did it for the sake of righteousness. 

The Prophet then said, "I didn't 
command you to do like that. Your 
bodies have rights upon you, so fast but 
then eat, pray but then sleep, and also 
eat meat. Whoever objects to my way is 
not of me.” Then the Prophet went out 
and delivered a speech in which he said: 

“What's wrong with some people? 
They forbid sex, food, perfume, sleep 
and the pleasures of this world. I have 
not ordered you to be priests or monks, 
for it is foreign to my faith to give up 
meat and sex, as it is also foreign to 
renounce the world and live like a hermit. 

The trial for my people is fasting, and 
the renunciation of the world for them is 
jihad (struggling in Allah's cause), so 
serve Allah and never make any partners 
with Him, for the people who came 
before you were ruined by extremism. 

“They were hard on themselves, and 
so Allah became hard on them, You see 
the ruins of their monasteries and hermit 
caves." 

This verse was revealed to reinforce 
that legitimate needs must not be 
curtailed in extreme ways. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Eat from the resources that have 
been provided for you by Allah, and be 
mindful of Allah - the One in Whom you 
believe. [88] 



Background Info... v. 89 

In a direct continuation of the events 
surrounding the previous background 
note, the ten men who made such an 
extreme oath to worship non-stop then 
asked the Prophet what they should do 
about their previously made pledge, and 
this verse was revealed giving them a 
way to rid themselves of it, though with 
a penalty to pay. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Allah won't hold you to any impossible 
things that you (foolishly) swear (to do), 
but He will hold you to account for your 
serious pledges (that you make and then 
fail to fulfill). 

So to make up for breaking (an 
impossible) promise, you must feed ten 
poor people with what you would 
normally feed your family, or you may 
clothe them, instead, or free a bonded 
servant. 

If all of these options are too difficult 
for you, then fast for three days. That will 
make up for the (foolish) promises (you 
cannot keep) - but safeguard (all) your 
(serious) promises! 

This is how Allah explains His verses 
clearly for you so you can be thankful. [89] 
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Liquor and Gambling 
are Now Forbidden 


Background Info... v. 90-92 

Very early in the Medinan period, 'Umar 
ibn al-Khattab had asked the Prophet for 
a definitive ruling on alcohol, and verses 
2:219-220 were revealed, which called it 
more harmful than good. On another 
occasion, Umar asked again, and 4:43 
came in response, which forbade people 
to offer prayers while drunk. The final 
prohibition in this verse came about due 
to a drunken rampage of the Prophet's 
uncle Hamza. 

‘Air ibn Abi Talib was making 
preparations for his marriage to the 
Prophet's daughter Fatimah. He went 
out to saddle his two camels and was 
intending to go to some Jewish 
goldsmiths to buy some jewelry to 
present to his bride-to-be at the wedding 
banquet, but when he came upon his 
camels, he found they were hacked to 
death. 

He cried out in anguish and asked 
those near the stable who had done such 
a thing. He was told that Hamza was at a 
drinking party with some friends of his 
from Medina and that a singer with them 
had sang, “Hamza, there are some old 
camels tied up out in the yard. Go and 
drive your sword in their flesh." Hamza 
staggered out and hacked the camels up 
and took some meat back to the party. 

In distress, ‘Ali ran straight to the 
Prophet to tell him what had happened. 
When he was informed, the Prophet 
went immediately to the house where 
the party was taking place. He began to 
berate Hamza for his violent act, but 
Hamza, who had swollen eyes from his 
binge drinking, told the Prophet, “You're 
nothing but the slave of my father." 


The Prophet knew he was drunk and 

left. This passage was revealed making 

liquor forbidden, and it is said that when 

the people heard it, they were dumping 

their wine jugs in the streets of Medina, 

causing it to collect in great Duddles. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


An you who believe! Truly, liquor 
and gambling, stone altars (dedicated to 
idols) and (making random choices to 
decide distributions of goods by blindly 
picking marked) arrowheads (from a bag) 
are all the disgraceful works of Shaytan, 
so forsake them so you can be successful! 

190 ] 

Shaytan wants to stir up hostility and 
hatred among you with liquor and 
gambling, so as to hinder you from 
remembering Allah and (also to hinder 
you) from prayer. Won't you give up 
(your bad habits)? pu 



Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, 
and be wary (of what will do you harm). 
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If you turn back, then know that Our 
Messenger must only proclaim (the 
message) clearly. p 2 ] 

Your Past Vices are Forgiven 


Background Info... v. 93 

When the Muslims of Medina were 
pouring their wine and other liquor in the 
streets, a barkeeper named Abu Talha 
also began to empty his flasks as well. 
Some people outside his home began to 
question whether Muslims who had died 
before this prohibition would be forgiven 
for having drunk liquor or gotten rich off 
gambling. 

This verse was revealed absolving 
them of sin, and the general principle in 
Islam has been that a sin done in 
ignorance is forgiven or at least 
overlooked by Allah. ( ibnKathir ) 


I hose who believe and who do 
what's morally right won't be held 
responsible for (the alcohol or gambling 
proceeds) they've consumed (in the past), 
just so long as they're mindful (of Allah) 
and believe, while doing what's morally 
right 

Again, so long as they're mindful (of 
Allah) while holding to faith . And again, 
so long as they're mindful (of Allah), and 
then do what's good, for Allah loves 
those who are good. [93] 


Hunting Restrictions in Mecca 

An you who believe! Allah is going 
to test you with the hunting prey that 
comes within reach of your hands and 
spears, so He can distinguish who (among 
you) fears Him sight unseen. 

Whoever breaks (the following 
prohibition) after this will have a painful 
punishment, [mi 

All you who believe! Don't kill any 
hunted prey while under (pilgrimage) 
restrictions. 

If anyone does that on purpose, then 
to make up for it a domestic animal equal 
in value to the one he killed must be 
brought in offering to the Ka'bah, 
overseen by two fair people among you. 

(He can also make up for it) by feeding 
poor people or fasting according to the 
calculated equivalent (of that many 
meals), so in this way he can feel the 
seriousness of his action. 

Allah forgives what happened in the 
past, but whoever does it again will find 
that Allah will exact a penalty from him, 
for Allah is powerful and a master of 
payback, psi 
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However, you are allowed to hunt any 
prey that lives in or on the sea and to use 
it for food, as a benefit for yourselves and 
for those who are traveling. 

But again, you're forbidden to hunt 
game animals on land so long as you're 
consecrated under (pilgrimage) 
restrictions. 

Be mindful of Allah for He's the One to 
Whom you'll be gathered back, pei 

Allah made the Ka'bah, the Sacred 
House, to be a stable refuge for people. 
(He also sanctified) the sacred (truce) 
months, the offered animals, and the 
decorations that identify them, so you 
can know (by seeing them) that Allah has 
knowledge of whatever is in the heavens 
and on the earth and that Allah knows all 
about everything. p7] 

Know that Allah is strict in punishment 
but also that Allah is forgiving and 
merciful, pq 


There is no other duty laid upon the 
Messenger than to proclaim (the 
message), and Allah knows what you 
show and what you hide. [99] 


Background Info... v. 100 

The Prophet was giving a speech in 
which he said that Allah has cursed those 
who drink liquor, make it, serve it, sell it 
or buy it. A bedouin stood up and asked, 
“Messenger of Allah, I was a merchant in 
this trade, and I made a lot of money 
from selling liquor, so will it be to my 
benefit if I spend those profits in 
obedience to Allah?” 

The Prophet replied, “Even if you 
spend it during a pilgrimage, in jihad or 
through charity, it won’t make any 
difference to Allah, for Allah accepts 
nothing but what is wholesome.” Then 
this verse was revealed. (AstwbuMtoui) 


Say to them, "Evil is not equal to 
what's wholesome, even though evil is so 
widespread that it seems normal and 
good to you. Be mindful of Allah, all you 
people of understanding, so you may 
prosper." uooi 

Learning to Trust 
in Allah's Wisdom 


Background Info... v. 101-102 

One day, the Prophet gave such a stirring 
sermon in the masjid that the people in 
general were weeping. In the midst of 
this outpouring of emotion, a man came 
forward and asked, “Who is my father?” 
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Obviously, the man’s question was 
totally inappropriate to the mood of the 
venue! The Prophet told the man his 
father’s name, and then this passage was 
revealed. (Bukhari) 


you who believe! Don't ask 
questions about (trivial) things that would 
be difficult for you if they were explained 
to you in detail. 

However, if you ask (about religious 
stipulations) when the Qur'an is being 
revealed, then they'll be clarified for you. 

Allah forgives that (kind of honest 
questioning), for Allah is forgiving and 
forbearing, [ion 

Now some people before you 
questioned (their messengers) constantly 
like that, and eventually they fell into 
rejection (of Allah), non 



Allah didn't set up (such superstitions 
as slitting the ears of she-camels) to mark 
them (and their milk) as reserved (only for 


idols), sending (animals) to roam in 
pastures (as especially blessed by idols), 
dedicating male-camels if they had a 
certain number of matings, or reserving 
she-camels (because they give birth only 
to female calves). 

It's only those who reject (the truth) 
that have invented such lies against Allah, 
and most of them have no reasoning 
ability, non 


Background Info... v. 104 

If a person converted to Islam, the 
Meccans tried to shame him (or her) by 
accusing him of turning his back on his 
ancestors and insulting their 
longstanding family traditions and 
memory. This verse was revealed in 
response. (Ma'ariful Qur’an) 


When they're told, "Come to what 
Allah has revealed, and come to the 
Messenger," they say," The customs of 
our ancestors are good enough for us." 
However, their (ancestors) had no sense, 
nor did they have any guidance! umi 

All you who believe! Look after your 
own souls, for no harm can come to you 
from the wayward people if you cling to 
guidance. 

You're all going to return to Allah, and 
then He'll explain to you (the true 
meaning) of all that you did. uosi 
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Choosing Witnesses for a Will 


Background Info... v. 106-108 

Two Christian men named Tameem 
and Adiyy used to make frequent trips 
between Medina and Mecca. On one 
journey, a new Muslim from the Quraysh 
named Budayl went with them, but he 
became very ill along the way in a place 
that had no Muslims. Before he died he 
secretly wrote a will and put it in his bag. 

Then he called his two Christian 
companions and put all of his property 
into their custody and made them agree 
to distribute it to his family upon their 
reaching Medina. When the two men 
returned to Medina, they gave all the 
property to the man's relatives, but they 
concealed a prized silver drinking bowl 
decorated with gold. When the man's 
family found the written will (that 
mentioned the bowl in the luggage,) 
they asked the two men about it, but 
they swore they never saw it. 

They were brought to the Prophet 
who asked them to swear to Allah that 
they didn't have it, and they swore that 
they did not, and a ruling was given in 
their favor. Some time later, the 
expensive bowl turned up in Mecca with 
a goldsmith, and the man who had it said 
he had bought it from Tameem and 
Adiyy. 

Some friends of the deceased took 
the bowl to Medina and swore by Allah 
that it had belonged to their dead friend 
and was a part of his estate; they also 
claimed that their witness was more 
reliable than that of the other two men. 
When summoned once more, the two 
Christians said that Budayl had sold it to 
them before his death, that there were 
no witnesses to the transaction, and that 
was why they didn't mention it in the 
previous hearing. 


The Prophet ruled in favor of Budayl's 
relatives, and the Christians had to pay 
for the value of the bowl. This passage 
was then revealed to give guidance for 
people who find themselves in similar 
circumstances. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


A„ you who believe! Appoint 
witnesses among yourselves whenever 
death comes near to one of you (in order 
to witness the recording of) your will. 
(Choose) two just people from among 
you, either from among your own (family) 
or from outside of it. 



If you're traveling through the land 
and death is about to overtake you, and if 
you have doubts about (the emergency 
witnesses you must choose), then stop 
them after the ritual prayer has ended 
and ask them to swear an oath to Allah, 
saying: 

" We don't want any worldly gain in 
this affair, even if one of our dose 
(relatives stands to gain), nor will we hide 
any testimony before Allah. If we did 

that, then we would be acting sinfully." 

[ 106 ] 
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If it becomes known that those two 
committed the sin (of perjury), then let 
two others stand up in their place who 
are (close relatives of the deceased) and 
thus have a more rightful claim. 

Let them swear to Allah, saying," We 
swear that our testimony is more accurate 
than these other two and that we haven't 
stretched (the truth), for if we did so then 
we would be acting wrongfully." [io7j 

That's the most appropriate (thing to 
say) so they can (be influenced) to give 
their testimony in the way it was 
supposed to be done, or (at the very 
least) so they might fear that the 
testimony of others might contradict their 
own testimony. 

Be mindful of Allah and listen, for Allah 
doesn't guide the disobedient, nos] 

What will Jesus Say 
on Judgment Day? 

a e day, Allah will gather the 
messengers together and ask them: "How 
(did people) respond (to your 
preaching)?' 

They will answer," We don't have any 
information about that, for You're the 
One Who knows what's beyond 
perception." uo9] 

Allah will then say, "Jesus, son of Mary! 
Recall My favors upon you and your 


mother. / supported you with the Holy 
Spirit. (I allowed) you to speak to people 
in infancy, as well as when you were fully 
grown. 

“ I taught you the scripture and gave 
you wisdom, along with the Torah and 
the Gospel. You made a bird out of clay 
by My leave that you breathed to life, and 
it became a (real) bird by My leave." 



"You also healed the blind and the 
lepers by My leave, and you revived the 
dead by My leave. I prevented the 
Children of Israel (from harming) you 
while you were showing them the clear 
evidence, though the faithless among 
them said, 'This is nothing more than 
some kind of magic.’ mo] 

7 also inspired the disciples to believe 
in Me and in My messenger, and they 
said (to you), 'We believe, and you be 
(our) witness that we're surrendered (to 
Allah's will).'" mu 

The Doubting Disciples 

(3nce the disciples said, (in a moment 
of doubt), "Jesus, son of Mary! Can your 
Lord send down upon us a banquet table 
from heaven?’ 
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"Be mindful of Allah," Jesus answered, 
"if you're really (true) believers." [ 112 ] 

They replied," We only want to eat 
from it to satisfy (the doubts) in our 
hearts, so we can know (for certain) that 
you're truthful and also to witness a 
miracle for ourselves." um 

Jesus, the son of Mary, prayed, "O 
Allah, our Lord! Send down upon us a 
banquet table from the sky so there will 
be a joyous occasion for the first and the 
last of us, and also as a sign from You. 
Provide for us, because You're the best 
provider." uui 

"/ will send it down to you," Allah said, 
"but if any of you cover over (your ability 
to have faith) after this, then I'll punish 
him like I haven't punished anyone else in 
all the worlds!" ms] 

Jesus' Testimony Continues 

A-llah will say (on Judgment Day): 
"Jesus, son of Mary! Did you tell people, 
'Worship me and my mother as gods in 
place of (the One True) God?" 

“Glory be to you!" he'll reply. "I could 
never have said what I had no right (to 
say), and if I ever said something like that, 
then You would've known about it. 


"You know what's in my heart, while I 
don't know what's in Yours, and You 
know all hidden mysteries." tu« 

7 never said anything to them except 
what You commanded me to say: 
'Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.' / 
was their witness while I lived among 
them. 

"When You took me up (to Heaven), 
You became their Watcher, and You're a 
witness over all things." m/i 

"If You choose to punish them, well, 
they're Your servants (to treat as You 
please), though if You choose to forgive 
them, (then of course You can because) 
You're the Powerful and the Wise." msi 

Allah will declare," This is a day in 
which the truthful will benefit from their 
honesty, for they shall (be rewarded with) 
gardens beneath which rivers flow - and 
there they shall remain forever!" 

Allah will be pleased with them and 
they with Him - and that's the greatest 
success! [ii9] 

To Allah belongs the control of the 
heavens and the earth and whatever is 
within them, and He has power over all 
things. [1201 
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The Livestock 

6 Al An'am 
Late Meccan Period 


3 * Introduction 

This chapter gets its name from the large number of verses discussing the strange beliefs that 
the idol-worshippers had about their farm animals. The Qur’an mentions quite a few of them and 
answers them one at a time. Because most of these verses were revealed in the final years of the 
worst of the Meccan attacks against the Muslims, we can also see a large number of strong 
statements, with the words of the idol-worshippers recorded along with the answers Allah is telling 
the Prophet to give in response. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Praise be to Allah, the One Who 
created the heavens and the earth and 
(Who) made both the darkness and the 
light. 

Even still, those who cover over (their 
faith) continue to hold others as equals 
with their Lord! m 

He's the One Who created you from 
clay and then decided the length (of your 
lives). There's yet another deadline with 
Him, as well/though you're in doubt 
about it. [2] 

He's (the only) Allah within the 
heavens and on the earth. He knows 
what you hide and what you show, and 
He knows what you're earning (on your 
record of deeds), pi 


Yet, no sign from their Lord ever 
reaches them without their turning away 
from it, and now they're denying the 
truth when it comes to them (this time, as 
well). 

Soon they'll be given more prophecies 
about what they've been talking against! 

[ 4 - 5 ] 
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Don't they see how many generations 
We destroyed before them, (peoples) 
whom We had established in the land 
more firmly than you (people of Mecca 
are established today)? 

We sent abundant rain down upon 
them from the sky and provided them 
with streams of flowing water beneath 
them. 

Yet, We destroyed them for their sins 

and let new generations arise after them. 

[61 

In Answer to the Faithless 


Background Info... v. 7 

A Meccan idol-worshipper named 
‘Abdullah ibn Umayyah told the Prophet 
that he wouldn’t believe in him unless he 
(Muhammad) climbed up to heaven and 
brought him back a book that mentioned 
him (‘Abdullah) by name and that 
commanded him to believe in 
Muhammad as a messenger. 

Then ‘Abdullah further said that even 
if this happened, he still wouldn’t 
believe. This verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


We sent a written page down to you 
that they could touch with their very own 
hands, those who cover over (their ability 
to have faith) would be sure to say, "This 
is clearly no more than magic!" m 



Background Info... v. 8-16 

‘Abdullah ibn Umayyah, accompanied 
by an-Nadr ibn al-Harith and Nawfal ibn 
Khalid, approached the Prophet some 
time after the revelation of verse 6:7, 
and the group said once again that they 
wouldn’t believe unless Muhammad 
brought a book from the sky for them, 
but this time they added that it should be 
carried by four angels who would swear 
that they were from Allah. 

This passage was revealed in 
response. Later on, ‘Abdullah did accept 
Islam, and he was martyred in the Battle 
Of Ta'if. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


They also say, "So why isn't an angel 
being sent down to him?" Though if We 
did send an angel, then the issue would 
be settled at once, and they would have 
no more time to delay! m 

And if We were to send down an 
angel, We would send him (in the form) 
of a man, and that would cause them to 
be confused about something they're 
already confused by! pi 
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And so it was (Muhammad) that many 
messengers before you were ridiculed by 
their critics, but they were (eventually) 
surrounded by the very thing at which 
they laughed, uoi 

Say to them," Travel throughout the 
world, and see how those who denied 
(the truth) were brought to an end." uu 

Then ask them," Who owns everything 
in the heavens and the earth?" 

Tell them, "(It all belongs) to Allah. He 
wrote down (the rule) of mercy for 
Himself, and He's going to gather all of 
you together for the Day of Assembly. 
There's no doubt about that! 

"Those who don't believe will lose their 
own souls, for any (and all creatures) that 
rest within the night or the day belong to 
Him, and He's the Hearing and the 
Knowing." (12133 

Ask them, "Should I take someone 
other than Allah for my protector, when 
He's the Originator of the heavens and 
the earth? He feeds others, but He is 
never (in need of being) fed!" 

Say to them, "I've been ordered to be 
among the first of those who surrender 
(to Him), so don't you be among those 
who make partners (with Allah)." mi 

Tell them, “If I were ever to disobey my 
Lord, then / would be in utter fear of the 


punishment of a momentous day. On 
that day, whoever has (the punishment) 
turned away from him, it will be due only 
to His mercy, and that will be the clearest 
success of all." ns-16] 

If Allah touches you with some setback 
(in your life), there's no one who can 
remove it but He, and if He touches you 
with something positive, (know that) He 
has power over all things! 

He is the Irresistible One Who towers 
over His servants, and He's the Wise and 
Well-informed, in-isi 

You Know this Message is True 


Background Info... v. 19-20 

The Meccan leaders went to the 
Prophet one day and said, “We don’t see 
anyone (important) believing in your 
message. We asked the Jews and 
Christians about you, and they said they 
have no mention or descriptions of you 
(in their scriptures), so tell us who is 
testifying to the idea that you’re a 
messenger, as you claim.” This passage 
was revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzu/) 


them, “So what's the most 
convincing proof?" 

Then say to them, “Allah is the witness 
between you and me that this Qur'an has 
been revealed to me by inspiration, so I 
can warn you and all who come into 
contact with it (of Allah's coming 
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judgment). So can you really declare that 
there are other gods equal with Allah?" 

Say to them, “No! I don't testify that 
(there are many gods besides Him)!" 

Then say," Truly, He's only One God, and I 
disown whatever you join with Him." tisj 

Those to Whom We've given holy 
books (to in the past) also recognize (the 
truth of) this (teaching about only One 
God), even as they know their own 
children, but those who've lost their own 
souls refuse to believe, poj 


The Evil Fate of Idolaters 


Who 's more wrong than the one 
who invents a lie against Allah or who 
denies His (revealed) verses? The unjust 
will definitely never succeed! 1211 


One day, We're going to gather them 
all together and say to those who made 
partners (with Allah)," Where are all the 

partners you claimed (in place of Allah)? 1 

[ 22 ] 


There won't be any commotion they 
can use (as a distraction) other than to 
say, "We swear to Allah, our Lord, we 
never made partners (with Allah)!" [23] 

See how they're going to lie against 
their own souls! However, (the excuses) 
they made up will only put them further 
into trouble! [ 24 ] 

The Punishment 

for only Pretending to Listen 


Background Info... v. 25 

The most important Meccan leaders 
stopped to listen to what the Prophet 
was saying one day. Among them was a 
widely traveled man named an-Nadr ibn 
al-Harith, who often told the Quraysh 
stories from the lands in which he had 
sojourned. After a few minutes they 
asked an-Nadr, “What is Muhammad 
talking about?” 

An-Nadr answered, “By the One Who 
made the Ka’bah, I don’t know what he’s 
saying, but I see him moving his lips and 
talking about nothing more than tales of 
past peoples, just like the ones I used to 
tell you about.” This verse was revealed 
in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


/\mong them are some who pretend 
to listen to you; (therefore, as a 
punishment) We've cast a veil over their 
hearts to prevent them from 
understanding, as well as put a deafening 
silence in their ears. 
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Even if they saw every one of the 
proofs (of Allah), they would never 
believe in them, even to the point that 
they come to you and debate. 

As it is, those who cover over (their 
ability to have faith) are already saying, 
" These (verses) are nothing more than 
ancient tales!" psi 


Background Info... v. 26 

This verse concerns the Prophet’s 
pagan uncle, Abu Talib, who offered his 
nephew protection but refused to accept 
Islam no matter how much the Prophet 
tried to reason with him. This was 
painful for the Prophet, as his uncle had 
been his guardian ever since he was 
around eight or nine years old. 

Other commentators say it also 
extends to the Meccans in general who 
tried to prevent people from listening to 
Muhammad recite Qur’anic verses. 

(Qatadah, Ma'ariful Qur’an) 


Others just keep themselves away 
from (hearing the Qur'an) and are thus 
kept away, but they're only destroying 
their own souls without their even 
realizing it! [26] 

If you could just see it, when they're 
placed before the Fire! They're going to 
cry out, “If only we could be sent back 
(for another chance), then we would 
never deny the proofs of our Lord! We 
would indeed be on the side of the 
faithful!" [ 27 ] 


But no! What they used to hide will 
become crystal clear for them, and even if 
they were returned (to life), they would 
still fall into forbidden things, for they're 
truly a bunch of liars! psi 

Then they say, "There's nothing 
beyond our lives here on earth, nor will 
we ever be raised to life again." pgj 

Oh, if you could just see it when 
they're brought before their Lord! He's 
going to tell them, "Isn't this real enough 
now?" They'll answer, "Of course it is, by 
our Lord!" Then He'll say, “So now taste 
the punishment for rejecting (Me)!" poi 

Those who deny their meeting with 
Allah are truly lost, even until the Hour (of 
Judgment) comes upon them suddenly. 
That's when they'll cry out, "Oh no! We 
never thought this (would happen)!" 


They will have to bear their own 
burdens on their backs, and evil are the 
burdens they're going to bear! pn 



So just what is the life of this world 
save for entertainment and distraction? 
The best home (of all) is the home of the 
next life, (which has been reserved) for 
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those who were mindful (of their ultimate miracle, (they would still never believe in 
fate), so won't you think deeply on it? 021 you). 


Words of Strength 
to a Worried Prophet 


Background Info... v. 33-36 

The Prophet’s uncle, Abu Jahl, who 
was one of his biggest foes, passed by 
him one day and said, “Muhammad, 
we’re not calling you a liar, because 
we’ve always known you to be honest. 
However, we’re calling what you’ve 
brought a lie.” This passage was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


We know all about the stress that 
their words are causing you, 

(Muhammad,) but it's not you that they're 
rejecting. It's the (revealed) verses of 
Allah that the wrongdoers are 
condemning. 03] 



If Allah had wanted, He could've 
brought them all together into guidance, 
so don't be affected by (their) ignorance. 

0S) 


The ones who listen will readily accept 
(your message), but as for the dead (at 
heart), well, Allah is going to resurrect 
them and bring them all back to Him 
anyway. 06] 


Even so, other messengers were 
rejected before you, and they were 
patient against the criticism they faced, 
even until Our help finally reached them. 
No one can change the (commanding) 
words of Allah. 

(That's why) some of the stories of 
previous messengers have come to you 
(to give you strength and inspiration). 04] 


They ask, "So why isn't a miracle being 
sent down to him from his Lord?" Answer 
them by saying, "Allah is able to send 
down (miracles if He so chooses), " but 
most of them don't understand. 0?] 

There isn't a creature on the earth nor 
anything that flies on wings without its 
being organized into communities just 
like you. 


If their dislike of you is stressful, (you 
must realize) that even if you (opened) a 
tunnel in the ground or raised a ladder to 
the sky and brought them a miraculous 


We haven't left anything out of the 
Book! All (those creatures) are going to 
be brought back to their Lord (in the 
end). 08] 
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Those who deny Our proofs are deaf 
and dumb in (self-inflicted) darkness. 
Whomever Allah leaves to wander (will 
remain lost), while whomever He wants 
(to guide) will be placed on a straight 
path. [39] 

Say to them," Think about it. If Allah's 
wrath suddenly overtook you or the Hour 
(of Judgment) came, would you call upon 
any other besides Allah? Answer me if 
you're so honest." m 

"No way! You would definitely call 
upon Him! Then, if He so desired, He 
could take away (the situation) that made 
you call upon Him in the first place! In 
that case, you would utterly forget (the 
idols) that you so often join with Him!" hu 

The Nations that Turned Away 

so it was that We sent other 
(prophets) before you to the nations (of 
the world), and We inflicted (upon those 
nations) suffering and hardship so they 
could learn to be humble. [42] 

So why didn't they learn to be humble, 
when the suffering that We sent came 
upon them? On the contrary, their hearts 
became harder, and Shaytan made their 
deeds seem proper and good to them. 

[43] 

When they finally forgot the reminder 
they had received, We opened the doors 
to them of every (material blessing), and 


while they were in the middle of boasting 
about all (of Our gifts) they were given, 
We suddenly seized them, leaving them 
(in utter ruin) and despair! i44i 

And so the corrupted people were cut 
off at the root! So praise be to Allah, the 
Lord of All the Worlds! nsj 

Allah's Proofs are Self-Evident 


Background Info... v. 46-51 

This passage was an answer to the 
pagans of Mecca who insisted that if 
Muhammad ( P ) were a true prophet of 
Allah, then Allah would have made him 
rich and given him magical powers. The 
logic used to answer this charge is simply 
that Allah has all the power and treasure 
and that it’s not necessary to give those 
things to a prophet just to prove his 

claim. (Ma'ariful Qur’an) 


Now ask them, "Do you think that if 
Allah took away your hearing and your 
sight and sealed up your hearts that any 
other god besides Allah could restore 
them to you?" 

Do you see how We explain the proofs 
in differing ways? Yet, still they turn 
away! [46] 

So then say to them, "Do you think 
that if Allah's punishment came upon you 
suddenly or with fair warning, that 
anyone else would be destroyed except 
the unjust?" m 



193 




We don't send messengers with any 
other purpose than to give good news 
and to warn so that the believers can 
improve themselves, and, indeed, they'll 
have nothing to fear nor regret (on the 
Day of Judgment). (48] 

However, those who deny Our proofs 
will have punishment descend upon them 
because they never prevented themselves 
from doing wrong. [49] 

Say to them, "I'm not telling you that I 
have Allah’s treasures with me, nor do I 
know what's being kept hidden, and I'm 
not telling you that I'm an angel, either. 
I'm only following what's been revealed 
to me." 

Then ask them, "Are the blind and the 
seeing the same? Won't you think it 
over?" iso] 

Warn those who have the worry within 
themselves of being brought back before 
their Lord that they won't have anyone to 
help them nor speak up for them except 
Him, and for that reason they should be 
mindful (of Him), pi] 

A Society of Equals 


Background Info... v. 52-53 

One day some chiefs of the Quraysh 
approached the Prophet’s uncle, Abu 
Talib, and explained that they couldn’t 
be seen in Muhammad’s gatherings, as 
low class people and former slaves were 
always in attendance. 


When Abu Talib told the Prophet, 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, who was present, 
suggested that perhaps if the Meccan 
nobles came to attend, the rest of the 
DeoDle would move aside. 

Some time later, the Prophet was 
sitting in a gathering of his followers, and 
a group of Meccan nobles including 
‘Utbah, Harith ibn Nawfal and others 
walked by. They saw Bilal the African, 
Suhayb the freed Byzantine slave, 

Salman the freed Persian slave and 
various other men of mixed races and 
social classes. 

The Meccan nobles didn’t want to 
listen to Muhammad in the company of 
those whom they thought of as 
commoners, slaves and unworthy poor 
people, so they asked the Prophet to 
send them away so they could meet with 
him alone. 

Verse 52 was revealed immediately, 
telling Muhammad not to turn the 
commoners and others away just to 
please the rich and arrogant nobles of his 

city. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 

After this verse was revealed, ‘Umar 
feared he had erred and begged 
forgiveness from the Prophet. Verse 53 
was revealed to comfort ‘Umar and 
explain that this was Allah's way of 
testing and thus reforming people. 

( Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


E3on't send away (the common 
people) who call upon their Lord in the 
morning and evening, seeking His 
approving gaze. 

You're not responsible for anything 
they (think or do), nor are they 
responsible for you. 
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(Therefore, there's no reason for) you 
to turn (the common people) away, 

(just because the pretentious people 
want you to,) for if you did that, then you 
would become a tyrant yourself! ts2j 

This is how We test some of them by 
letting them compare (their social status) 
with others, so they might say, "Are these 
(commoners) the ones whom Allah has 
favored among us?' 



Doesn't Allah know best who the 
thankful are? [531 

When the (people) who believe in Our 
(revealed) verses come to you, say to 
them, "Peace be upon you." 

Your Lord has written it upon His (Own 
nature) to be merciful, so if any of you 
did sinful deeds in ignorance but then 
repented and improved (his conduct), 
then He is forgiving and merciful. t54] 

That's Our explanation of the verses 
(of this Qur'an) so the (self-destructive) 
path of the bad people can be exposed. 

[55] 


Believe in the One True God 


Background Info... v. 56-58 

The Meccans used to taunt the 
Prophet, saying, “So bring down upon us 
the suffering that you’re promising us.” 

It was a way to mock him and show that 
he was powerless to do it. However, as 
the Qur’an points out in many places, 
Allah can punish, but He gives people 
time for a while so they can come to 
repent. After a particularly tense 
exchange with some Meccans who 
mocked him greatly, the Prophet was 
distressed, and he walked alone in a field 
pensively. He looked up and saw Angel 
Gabriel in a cloud, and the angel asked 
him if he wanted him to make two 
mountains fall upon Mecca to destroy 
the people. The Prophet replied that he 
didn’t, and his only desire was for the 
Meccans to have children who would 
serve none but Allah. This passage was 
revealed in response to their mocking 
and daring. (Muslim) 


Say to them, "I'm forbidden to serve 
those whom you call upon besides Allah." 
Then say to them, Tm not going to 
follow your foolish whims, for if I did, 
then I would be going far off the path, 
and I wouldn't be among the guided." [56] 

Then say, "I'm following the dear 
evidence of my Lord, but you're denying 
Him. (The punishment that) you (dare) to 
be hurried on isn't in my power to bring. 
The command belongs to Allah alone. 

He speaks the truth and is the best of all 
Deciders." [57] 
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Finally, say to them, "If (the 
punishment) that you (dare) to bring on 
sooner were in my power to bring, then 
the issue would be solved right away 
between me and all of you, for Allah 
knows who the wrongdoers are." [58) 

The keys to what is beyond (human) 
perception, the treasures of which are 
known to no one save Him, are His alone, 
He knows what's in the earth and in the 
sea. 


Not even a leaf falls without Him 
knowing it, nor a single grain is lodged in 
the darkness of the earth, nor is there 
anything fresh or withered without it 
already being recorded in a clear ledger. 

[ 59 ) 


days consisting of your life span) can be 
marked off. In the end, you're going to 
go back to Him, and then He's going to 
show you the meaning of all that you did. 

[ 60 J 

He's the Irresistible, towering high over 
His servants! He's appointed guardians 
to watch over you even until the time 
when death comes upon one of you. 

Our messenger (angels) take each 
individual soul, and they never fail in their 
task. [ 6 i] 

Then (those souls) are brought back to 
Allah, their true protector. It's in His 
power to judge, and He's swift in 
reviewing (their records). [62] 

Ask them," Who's the One Who can 
save you from the dark (dangers) of both 
land and sea, when you're (forced to) call 
upon Him trembling and in fear, saying, 

'If only He would save us, then we would 
ever be grateful'?" [ 63 ] 


He's the One Who (temporarily) takes 
hold of your souls (while you sleep) in the 
night, and He knows all about what you 
do in the day. 

At dawn He causes you to rise up 
(from your sleep), so a set number (of 


Then say to them, "Allah is the One 
Who can save you from these and from 
all other miseries - and yet you're still 
making others equal (with Him)!" [ 64 ] 
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And then tell them, "He has the power 
to send disasters upon you from above 
you and from under your feet, and (He 
has the power) to confuse you (and 
divide you into opposing) factions so you 
can experience violence from each other." 
Do you see how We explain the verses in 
different ways so they can understand? 

[65] 

Yet, your people are denying this 
(message) even though it's the truth. Say 
to them, "I'm not responsible for taking 
care of your affairs." [66] 

Every message has a set time limit, and 
soon you will know (the truth)! m 

Don’t Sit with those who 
Disrespect the Qur’an 

enever you see people wading 
into (pointless arguments) about our 
(revealed) verses, you must turn away 
from them until they change to a new 
topic. If Shaytan ever makes you forget 
this, you can leave the gathering of the 

wrongdoers the moment you remember. 

[ 68 ] 


Background Info... v. 69-70 

Some companions approached the 
Prophet and asked him about verse 68, 
for they were afraid that since people 
always end up disagreeing or arguing 
about something, the mere act of 
getting together might become a source 
of sinfulness since argumentative people 
are always present and eventually start 
disrespecting Allah or His way of life. 


Verses 69-70 were then revealed, 
explaining that people can go to 
gatherings and not be held accountable 
for the vain arguments and useless 
quibbling of others that may suddenly 
come out, as long as they have no 
intention of joining in except to stand up 
for truth and goodness. If the foolish 
keep on going, then leave their company. 

(Ma’ariful Our'dn’) 


Those who are mindful (of Allah) will 
have no account in this regard, for their 
only duty is to remind them so that 
perhaps they can (gain an) awareness (of 
Allah's truth). [69] 

However, you must go away from (the 
company of) those who treat their way of 
life as a joke or a game, and who are 
fooled about the truth of this world's life. 




* « 
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Remind them that every soul destroys 
itself by its own course of action and that 
it won't find any best friend nor advocate 
besides Allah. Though it may offer every 
kind of bribe (to avoid the penalty it will 
have to pay), none will be accepted. 

That's the fate of those who destroy 
themselves through their own actions. 
They'll have nothing to drink but scalding 
water, and a terrible punishment (awaits 
them) on account of their (attempt at) 
covering over (the truth), poi 

Calling to Allah's Guidance 

Say to them, "Should we call upon 
others besides Allah when they can't do 
us any good or harm? If we did that then 
we would be turning back on our heels 
after having been guided by Allah! 

"(We would be) like the one who’s 
been made into a fool by devils: 
wandering around in the world aimlessly 
- all the while his companions try to 
guide him back, saying, 'Look over here!"' 

Then say to them," The only true 
guidance is Allah's guidance, and we’ve 
been commanded to surrender ourselves 
to the Lord of AH the Worlds and to 
establish prayers, being mindful (of Him), 
for He's the One to Whom we're going to 
be gathered back." [71-721 

He's the One Who created the heavens 
and the earth for a true purpose. The day 


when He says, "Be" is (the day) something 
is. 


His word is the truth, and all dominion 
is His on the day when the trumpet will 
be blown. He knows what's beyond 
human perception, as well as what's 
plainly evident, for He's the Wise and 
Well-informed. [731 

Abraham and His Noble Legacy 


Background Info... v. 74-83 

Abraham lived in Mesopotamia nearly 
four thousand years ago. His people 
were idol-worshippers, and his own 
father was an ardent idolater and 
possibly a maker of idols. 

There is a great amount of Jewish 
legend concerning Abraham’s father 
Azar, whom they know as Terah. (Some 
Muslim scholars of antiquity such as Razi 
have held that Azar is just a title, with the 
true name of Abraham’s father being 
Tarakh.) 

If it is true that Abraham’s father was 
a carver of idols, as this lore suggests, 
then this would have given the young 
man insight into the futility of idols. One 
old Jewish story states that Abraham’s 
father used to make his son carry small 
idols in the streets to sell. One day, 
Abraham was tired and sat by a river to 
rest. 
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On a whim, he threw one of the idols 
into the water to see what would 
happen. He instantly became terrified at 
the thought of being struck down by 
lightning or suffering some other 
horrible fate, but then nothing happened 
to him. He mused that the idol couldn’t 
even save itself from drowning or punish 
someone who had disrespected it, and 
thus he disbelieved in the idols that were 
made by men’s hands. 


It happened once that Abraham said 
to his father Azar, "Are you taking idols 
for gods? It seems to me that you're a 
people making an obvious mistake." m 

That's the result (of Our 
demonstration) to Abraham, when We 
showed him that We have all dominion 
over the heavens and the earth, and thus 
he was convinced (that the idols were 
false). [75i 

When the night had overshadowed 
him, he looked up and saw a (bright) star. 
" This is my Lord," he had exclaimed, but 
when (the star) set (below the horizon), 
he said, "I don’t like things that 
disappear." psi 



Then he saw the moon rising, and he 
exclaimed, " That's my Lord!" However, 
when the moon also vanished (below the 
horizon), he said, "Unless my Lord gives 
me guidance, then I'll be mistaken like 
the rest of the people." pn 

Then he saw the sun rising (in all its 
glory), and he exclaimed, "Now that's my 
Lord! That's the greatest!" 

However, when the sun also vanished 
(below the horizon), he (realized that 
Allah was not a mere object that could be 
seen or felt. 

And so when he returned to his city) 
he proclaimed, “My people! Now I’m 
truly free of your making partners (with 
Allah)! I've set my face upon the One 
Who initiated the heavens and the earth, 
and I'll never make partners (with Him). * 

[ 78 - 79 ] 

His people began to argue with him, 
so he told them, "Are you arguing with 
me about Allah, after He's guided me? 

I'm not afraid of the partners you've 
made with Him, for nothing happens 
without My Lord's permission. 

"My Lord encompasses everything 
within His knowledge, so won't you take a 
reminder?" poi 

"How can I be afraid of those partners 
you've made in place of Him, when you're 
not even afraid to make partners with 
Allah without any authority whatsoever? 
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"So which of our two factions should 
feet safer then? (Tell me if you think) you 
know!" tan 


Background Info... v. 82 

When they heard this verse, the 
companions were afraid and asked the 
Prophet how anyone can possibly go to 
heaven, since all have done wrong 
against their souls (i.e., sinned), even 
sometimes after having become 
believers. The Prophet explained that 
the word zulm here, which usually means 
oppression, darkness or wrongdoing, is 
to be equated with the sin of shirk, or 
idolatry. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) Also see verse 
31:13 for the background and result of 
this verse’s message. 


"It's only those who believe and who 
don't confuse their faith with something 
wrong that are secure, for they're the 
ones who've been guided.” [821 

That was the kind of logic concerning 
Us that We gave to Abraham to use 
against his people. We raise up 
whomever We want in increments, for 
your Lord is full of wisdom and 
knowledge, isu 

(In time,) We granted him (a son 
named) Isaac and (a grandson named) 
Jacob, and We guided each of them. 

Even before them we had guided Noah, 
and among (Noah's) descendants were 
David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses and 
Aaron. That's how We reward those who 
do good. t84i 


(Also among his descendants were) 
Zachariah, John the Baptist, Jesus and 
Elijah. They were all among the righteous, 
as were Ishmael, Elisha, Jonah and Lot. 

We favored each of them above 
(anyone else in) all the worlds, along with 
their parents, children and brethren. We 
chose them and guided them to a 
straight path. [85-871 



This is Allah's guidance, and He uses it 
to guide whomever He wants among His 
servants. If any of them make partners 
with Him (after knowing the truth), then 
all their efforts will go to waste, issi 

They were the ones to whom We gave 
the scriptures, sound judgment and the 
gift of prophecy. If any (of their 
descendants) disbelieve in these things, 
then We'll transfer their obligation to 
another people who won't reject them. 

[ 89 ) 
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They were the ones who received 
Allah's guidance (in the past), so emulate 
them in guidance. Then say to (the 
skeptical Meccans), "I'm not asking you 
for any reward for all of this. This is no 
less than a reminder to all the worlds!" m 

The Reality before Allah 


Background Info... v. 91 

Muhammad was speaking with a 
visiting Jewish rabbi named Malik ibn as- 
Sayf, and the rabbi became angry when 
the Prophet pointed out that Allah did 
not like for a religious leader to be 
gluttonous. (The man had the 
appearance of one well-fed to the 
extreme.) So the rabbi swore angrily 
that Allah never revealed any scripture 
from heaven. This verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


're not thinking highly enough 
about Allah when they say, "Allah never 
sends anything down to mortal men." 

Then ask them, "So who sent down the 
scripture that Moses brought? It was a 
light and a guidepost for people, but 
you've turned it into an odd collection of 
pages for show, while still holding back 
much of it Were you taught things that 
neither you nor your ancestors knew?" 

Say to them, "Allah (knows the truth);" 
then leave them alone to guess and 
speculate, pu 


This (Qur'an) is the Book that We've 
sent down to bring blessings and also to 
confirm whatever came before it, so you 
can warn (Mecca,) the mother of all cities 
and all those around it (of Allah's coming 
judgment). 

Those who believe in the next life will 
believe in this, and they'll guard their 
prayers strictly. 021 


Background Info... v. 93 

This verse was revealed about the 
following situation. One of the Prophet's 
followers was a literate man named 
‘Abdullah ibn Sa'd ibn Abi Sarh. One day, 
the Prophet summoned him to write 
down some new verses that had been 
revealed to him. So ‘Abdullah came and 
began to write as the Prophet dictated 
verses from chapter 23 (verses 12-16). 

The scribe became amazed at the 
detailed description of the creation of 
human beings about which he was 
writing, but the Prophet assured him 
that this was what Allah had revealed to 
him. When ‘Abdullah left he began to 
doubt the Prophet's honesty (as people 
in those days had no knowledge of the 
process involved in the formation of a 
fetus), and he said to his friends, “If 
Muhammad is truthful, then I'm inspired, 
too, just like he is, and if he's lying, then 
I'm merely saying things like he is." 

Then he converted back to paganism, 
though he never earned arms against the 
Muslim cause. Later, when the Prophet 
returned to Mecca at the head of an 
army, Uthman ibn Affan (d. 656) brought 
‘Abdullah to the Prophet under a 
guarantee of safety. He repented and 
converted back to Islam. 
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Who's more wrong than the one who 
invents a lie against Allah and who says, 
"I've been inspired," when he hasn't been, 
or who says, “/ can reveal something just 
like Allah reveals”? 

If you could only see how the corrupt 
will be during the confusion of their 
death throes. 

The angels will reach out with their 
hands (and say), "Away with your souls. 
This day you'll get your payment - a 
humiliating punishment on account of 
your saying things about Allah against all 
right and because you arrogantly 
(rejected) His signs!” [931 

And so you'll come back to Us - bare 
and alone - just as We created you the 
first time. 

You'll leave behind everything We ever 
granted you, and We won't see any of the 
intercessors accompanying you that you 
thought were your partners. All relations 
between you and them will be severed, 
and all your delusions will have merely 
led you astray. [94! 

What are the Signs 
of Allah in Nature? 

/\.llah causes grains and seeds to 
split and sprout, for He brings life from 
death and death from life. That's how 
Allah is to you, so how is it that you're so 
deceived (about His nature)?" [95] 


He splits the dawn (from the night) 
and made the night for rejuvenation and 
rest, while the sun and the moon are for 
counting the passage of time. That's how 
He's arranged (for your world to work, for 
He's) the Powerful and the Knowing, pei 


* . 

* 1 . Y- 



He's the One Who made the stars (as 
reference points) to guide you on your 
way through the unknown regions of 
land and sea, and this is how We explain 
Our signs for people who know. [97] 

He's the One Who produced you all 
from a single soul. (So understand that 
this world that you inhabit) is a place to 
linger, and it's also a point of departure. 
This is how We explain Our verses for 
people who understand, psi 

He's the One Who sends down water 
from the sky and uses it to produce 
plants of every kind. From them, We 
grow lush green vegetation bringing 
forth grain piled high. 
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From date palms, clusters of dates 
hang within easy reach, and there are 
vineyards of grapes and olives and 
pomegranates, as well! 



(They're all) similar (in form) but 
different (in variety), and when they start 
to bear fruit - just look at their fruit when 
they ripen! In all these things are signs 
for people who believe, pgj 


All glory be to Him in the highest! 

(He's high) above what they make Him 
out to be! [ioo] 

The original start of the heavens and 
the earth is due to Him, so how can He 
have a son when He has no female 
consort? He created everything, and He 
knows about all things, [ion 

That's Allah for you, your Lord; there is 
no god but He, the Creator of everything, 
so serve Him (alone), for He has power 
over every affair. 11021 

No vision can comprehend Him; yet, 
His comprehension is over all vision, for 
He's the Subtle and Well-informed. no3i 


Allah is above All Definitions 


Background Info... v. 100 

Some idol-worshippers believed that 
Allah and Shaytan were brothers and 
that Allah created people and animals 
while Shaytan created snakes, lions and 
scorpions. This verse comments on that 
belief. (/bnKathir) 


"Yet, they're turning the jinns into 
(Allah's) partners, even though He 
created them, and they're assigning sons 
and daughters to Him without any 
knowledge! 


Proof has now come to you from your 
Lord. If anyone will allow their reason to 
see it, then it will be to his own (benefit). 
If anyone chooses to remain blind to it, 
(then it will be to his own detriment, so 
tell them,) "I'm not your guardian." [io4] 

That's how We explain the verses in 
various ways so they can say," You've 
learned it well," and so We can clarify 
things for those who know (how to 
recognize the truth), uosi 

On Tolerance 


(J\/Iuhammad), follow what's being 
revealed to you from your Lord, for there 
is no god but He, and turn away from 
those who make partners (with Allah), uoei 
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If it would've been Allah's will, then 
none of them would've ever (taken idols) 
as partners (with Allah). 

However, We didn't send you to be 
their guardian, nor are you the one who 
has to arrange their affairs, nan 


Background Info... v. 108 

The revelation of this verse came 
about when the Prophet was attending 
to his uncle, Abu Talib, who was very ill. 

A delegation of Meccan chiefs came to 
make a last ditch effort to persuade 
Muhammad to compromise before the 
influential, yet elderly, Abu Talib passed 
on. 

When Abu Talib asked Muhammad 
what he wanted of the Meccans, he 
explained that he would only accept the 
truth of the One God from them. Then he 
made the famous statement that “even 
if they put the sun in my right hand and 
the moon in my left, neither will I desist 
nor compromise in this message.” 

The pagans, oddly enough, felt their 
religion was being insulted, and they 
warned Muhammad that they would 
begin insulting his God if he didn't desist 
from his stubbornness. This verse then 
came cautioning the Prophet to be more 
sensitive to the unbelievers when 
engaging in dialogue. 


Don't insult those (idols) that they call 
upon besides Allah, for they might insult 
Allah in their ignorance, out of spite. 

We've made each community's actions 
seem appropriate and good to itself, but 
in the end they're all going to go back to 


their Lord. Then We're going to tell them 

the meaning of everything they ever did. 

[108] 

The False Promises of the Faithless 


Background Info... v. 109-111 

One of the Meccan leaders said to the 
Prophet, “Muhammad, you're telling us 
that Moses tapped a rock with a stick 
and that twelve springs gushed out, that 
Jesus raised the dead to life, and that the 
Thamud had a miracle camel. Well, then 
bring us some of those miracles, and 
then we'll believe in you.” 

The Prophet asked them what kind of 
a miracle they wanted, and they said, 
“Turn that hill named Safa into gold.” 

The Prophet answered, “If I did that, 
would you believe in me?” The gathered 
crowd answered in the affirmative. 

Then the Prophet walked away and 
invoked Angel Gabriel, who came to him 
invisibly and said, “If you want, I will 
transform that hill into gold, but (Allah) 
doesn't make such a miracle unless He 
would follow it up with punishment, so 
do you want to leave them alone until 
they repent?” 

The Prophet said, “Leave them alone 
then until they repent.” Then this 
passage was revealed, and the Prophet 
recited it to the crowd. (Asbab ui-Nuzul) 


swear to Allah with their 
strongest oaths that if only a miracle 
came to them, then they would believe 
for its sake. 

Say to them, "Miracles are in Allah's 
presence (and they come only by His 
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command)," but how can you be made to 
understand that even if (such miracles) 
came, they would still not believe? uw] 

We're going to steer their hearts and 
eyes away, even as they refused to 
believe in the first instance, and We're 
going to leave them in their disobedience 
to wander blindly, moi 


Let those who don't believe in the next 
life indulge in (their lies) to their heart's 
content, let them feel pleased about it 
and let them get whatever they can out 
of it. [mi 

Say to them, “Should I look fora judge 
other than Allah, when He's the One Who 
sent you a fully explained scripture?" 


Even if We did send angels to them or 
caused the dead to speak to them or 
gathered every (other kind of proof) 
before their very eyes, they still wouldn't 
believe, save for Allah's will, as most of 
them are ignorant, mi] 

Every Prophet had Enemies 

so it is that We've made a 
diabolical enemy to oppose every 
prophet, drawn from among both jinns 
and men, who would inspire each other 
with dazzling words of deception. 


Those who've been given a scripture 
(before you) know that it's been sent 
down by your Lord in all truth, so don't 
be among those who doubt, m-n 

The orders of your Lord are fulfilled 
with truth and justice, and no one can 
change His orders, for He's the Hearing 
and the Knowing, msi 

If you were to follow what most 
(people say) here on earth, then they 
would lead you away from the path of 
Allah, for they do nothing but guess, and 
they do nothing but make guesses, mei 



If your Lord had wanted, then they 
would've never been able to do it, so 
leave them and what they're inventing 
alone. imi 


Your Lord knows better who is straying 
from His path, and He knows better who 
is being guided. ui7] 



A Reminder 

of the Forbidden Foods 

You can eat whatever (meat) that's 
had Allah's name pronounced over it (at 
the time of slaughter), if you believe in 
His (revealed) verses, ms) 
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And why shouldn't you eat of those 
things that have had Allah's name 
pronounced over them? He's already 
explained for you in detail what's 
forbidden, unless you're forced to eat it 
(out of desperation). 

However, (when it comes to issues of 
food,) many (thoughtless people ) 
mislead others for their own selfish 
reasons and without any knowledge. Your 
Lord knows best who's going beyond the 
boundaries, msi 


Background Info... v. 121 

Some idol-worshippers were 
objecting to the Prophet's teaching that 
animals found dead by themselves 
should not be eaten. One of them said, 
“Muhammad, tell us about a sheep. If it 
died by itself, then who killed it?” 

The Prophet said, “Allah caused it to 
die.” Then the pagan, thinking he was 
being clever, said, “So, you’re claiming 
that what you and your followers kill is 
lawful and what the dog and the hawk 
kill is lawful, while what Allah kills is 
unlawful?” This verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbob ul-Nuzul ) 


Leave off all sinning, whether done in 
the open or in secret, for those who 
indulge in sin will be repaid with the 
consequences of whatever they did. 11201 

So don't eat of (any meat) that hasn't 
had Allah's name pronounced over it (at 
the time of slaughter), for that would be 
an act of disobedience. 


Truly, devils try to inspire their 
associates (among people) to argue with 
you, and if you obeyed them, then you 
would be no better than an idol- 
worshipper. |121] 

The Arrogance of the Proud Ones 


Background Info... v. 122-123 

This passage is a reference to the 
conversion of the Prophet’s uncle, 

Hamza ibn ‘Abdel-Muttalib. The Prophet 
was walking one day, and his cruel uncle, 
Abu Jahl, threw dung on him. The 
Prophet saw Hamza coming into town, 
returning from a hunt while he was 
carrying a bow in his hand. 

He complained to him of what Abu 
Jahl had done, and Hamza became angry 
and confronted Abu Jahl with his bow 
raised high. Abu Jahl began to tremble, 
but he defended himself saying, “Father 
of Ya'la, don’t you see what he’s 
brought? He’s brought confusion to our 
minds, insulted our gods and left the 
ways of our forefathers.” 

Hamza replied, “And who's more 
ridiculous than you? You worship stones 
instead of Allah, so I testify that there’s 
no god but the One Cod, that He has no 
partners, and that Muhammad is His 
servant and Messenger.” This passage 
was revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Can someone who was dead (to 
faith), and then whom We brought back 
to life with the light (of truth) that guides 
his steps among people, be equal to 
someone who is lost in darkness from 
which he can never come out? 
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As it is, those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth) are pleased with 
what they're doing, (even though it's 
wrong). [122] 

And so We've placed wicked leaders in 
every town, drawn from among its most 
influential citizens, so they can weave 
their schemes, but in the end they're only 
scheming against their own souls, even 
though they don't realize it! 11231 

When a verse (is revealed from Allah) 
and then presented to them, they say, 

" We won't believe (in it) until we see (a 
miracle) like Allah's (other) messengers 
got .* 

Allah knows best how to send down 
His message! Those wicked ones will 
soon be humiliated in Allah's presence, 
and they will be severely punished on 
account of their scheming! U 24 i 

If Allah wants to guide someone, He 
opens his heart up to Islam, and if Allah 
wants to leave someone astray, He 
tightens his chest until it's so constricted 
that he feels as if he's climbing high up 
into the sky! That's how Allah penalizes 
those who won't believe. 11251 

This is the way of your Lord, and it 
leads straight (to the truth). We've 
explained the verses (of this Book) for 
people who accept reminders. [1261 


For them is the realm of peace in the 
presence of their Lord, and He will be 
their protector on account of what they 

did. ri 27 i 

Both Humans and Jinn 
will be Questioned 

d)ne day, He will gather everyone 
together (and say), " You gathered 
assembly of jin ns! You were very hard on 
those human beings." 

Their human associates will answer, 
"Our Lord! We benefited from each other 
(immensely), but now we've reached our 
deadline, the one that You decided for 
us." 

(Allah) will then say, "Yourhome will 
be in the Fire, and you're going to remain 
there, except as Allah wills, for your Lord 
is full of knowledge and wisdom." 11281 
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Therefore, We let the wrongdoers 
(turn towards each other) for close 
support, (and because of their unholy 
alliances We will cast them all into 
Hellfire, regardless of rank, race or status), 
on account of what they've earned, iu9i 

(Allah will then say to them all,) "You 
gathered assembly ofjinns and human 
beings! Didn't any messengers from 
among you ever come to you and relate 
My (revealed) verses to you and warn you 
of the meeting of this day of yours?" 

(The crowds will sadly answer,) saying, 

" We testify against our own selves." 

The life of the world deceived them, 
and that's why they'll be made to testify 
against their own selves, (admitting) that 
they had rejected (faith). [130] 

(For sure, messengers were sent to 
them for) that (very purpose), because 
their Lord would never destroy any 
civilization for its bad conduct while its 
people were unaware (that they should 
turn towards Allah), iuu 

Everyone is ranked according to what 
they do, and your Lord is not unaware of 
what (each of you) is doing. Your Lord is 
Self-sufficient, and He's a master of 
mercy. 

If it were ever His desire, He could 
destroy you all and put in your place 
whomever else He wanted to succeed 


you, even as He let you arise from the 
descendants (of previous civilizations) of 

old. [ 132 - 133 ] 

Everything that you've been promised 
will come to pass, and there's no way you 
can steer it away, u^i 

Say to them, “My people! Do 
whatever you can, for I'm going to do 
likewise. Soon you're going to know who 
will have the (best) outcome in the 
afterlife, and the wrongdoers will never 
be successful." ussi 

Addressing the 
Superstitions of the Pagans 

The (idol-worshippers) assign to 
Allah a share of the harvest and the 
livestock that He (has caused to be) 
produced. They say on their own (whim), 
" This much is for Allah, and this much is 
for our idols." 
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However, the share of their idols never 
gets back to Allah, while the share of 
Allah just goes to support their idolatry! 
That's an appalling distribution! ti 36 j 

Even further, their 'partners' have 
made the practice of killing their own 
children seem appropriate and good to 
most of the idol-worshippers, so much so 
that it leads to their own destruction and 
causes confusion in their way of life. 

If Allah had wanted to prevent this, 
then they would've never done that, but 
leave them alone with what they've 
invented. 11373 

Then they say on their own that 
certain livestock (animals) and crops are 
taboo and that no one should eat of 
them except whomever We (supposedly) 
allowed to do so. 



(They also say) that some livestock 
(animals) are not meant to be harnessed 
for labor or that some are not to have 
Allah's name pronounced over them 
(when they're slaughtered). 


them back for their invented 
(superstitions), [us] 

Superstition is not Equal to Divine 
Principles 


Background Info... v. 139 

This practice mentioned below was a 
peculiar pagan custom in which calves 
born to cows marked for sacrifice were 
specially reserved as food only for the 
priests of certain idols. 

Women were forbidden to eat of 
these calves, unless they were stillborn 
calves found within the animals after 
slaughter. This verse pokes fun at this 
practice and calls it a mindless 
superstition to be discarded, (ibn Kathir ) 


also say, "What's in the wombs 
of certain livestock (animals) will be 
reserved for our men (to eat) and 
forbidden for our women, but if it's a 
stillborn (calf) then everyone can share in 
it" 

Well, He's going to repay them soon 
enough for their (generous) 
interpretation (of the so-called rules). 

He's full of wisdom and knowledge 
(and would never have invented such 
things). [1393 

Those who foolishly and ignorantly kill 
their own children are lost! 



These are all inventions made in 
Allah's name! He's soon going to pay 
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(They're lost even further because) 
they've made restrictions on the food 
that Allah has provided for them by 
inventing (superstitions) against Allah. 
They've gone astray and have no 
guidance, imoi 

He's the One Who brought about 
gardens of plants that grow on climbing 
vines and plants that don't grow high, 
orchards of date palms, cultivated fields 
with vegetables of every kind, and olives 
and pomegranates, (which are) similar (in 
form) but different (in variety). 

So eat their fruits when they're in 
season, but give what is due upon them 
(to the poor) on the day of harvest. Don't 
let any of it go to waste, for Allah has no 
love for those who waste. mu 



Some types of livestock were made for 
labor, while others were made for 
providing meat. So eat from what Allah 
provided for you, and don't follow in 
Shaytan's footsteps, for he's your obvious 
enemy. [i«i 


Take (a look) at these eight livestock 
(animals) that come in pairs: (first 
examine) a pair of (male and female) 
sheep, and then a pair of (male and 
female) goats. 

Then ask them, "Has (Allah) forbidden 
the two males or the two females or 
what's in the two females' wombs? Give 
me a convincing answer if you're so 
honest!" [M3] 

(Now consider the status of) a pair of 
camels and a pair of oxen. 

Ask (the idol-worshippers), "Has (Allah) 
forbidden (you to eat of) the two males 
or the two females or what's in the two 
females' wombs? Were you there when 
Allah commanded you about that? 

"Who's more wrong than the one who 
invents a lie against Allah in order to lead 
unknowing people astray? Truly, Allah 
doesn't guide wrongdoers." [W4i 

Say to them,"/ haven't found anything 
in what's been revealed to me that would 
restrict a person from eating something if 
they wanted to eat it, unless it's a dead 
carcass or flowing blood or pork - and 
that’s an abomination - or what's impure 
because it was dedicated to other names 
besides Allah. 

"Although if someone is forced by 
desperation (to eat forbidden foods) and 
is not trying to be disobedient or seeking 
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to go beyond the bounds, (know that) 
your Lord is forgiving and merciful ." tus] 

On the Difficult 

Food Restrictions of the Jews 

W e made it forbidden for the 
followers of Judaism (to eat) everything 
with an undivided hoof, and We also 
forbade them to eat the fat of oxen and 
sheep, except for the fat on their backs, 
entrails and bones. 

These (restrictions) were on account of 
their brazen disobedience, and We're 
certainly correct (in what We say). [ 146 ] 

If they accuse you of lying, then say to 
them," Your Lord is the master of mercy 
and embraces all things, though His 
wrath will never be turned away from 
wicked people." 

Can You Blame Allah 
for Your Foolish Customs? 

Those who make partners (with 
Allah) say, "If Allah had wanted to 
(prevent us from worshipping idols), then 
neither ourselves nor our ancestors 
would've ever made partners with Him, 
nor would we have had any taboos." 

Now those are the same types of 
fraudulent arguments that their own 
ancestors used to employ - until they felt 
Our wrath! 


Say to them, "Do you have some kind 
of knowledge (to back that claim)? If you 
do, then show us! You're just guessing, 
and you're just speculating." twsi 

Then say, "Allah has the most 
convincing arguments, and if He really 
had wanted, He could've guided you all." 

[149] 

Say to them ," Produce your witnesses 
to prove that Allah made such restrictions 
(on food, as you're claiming)." 

If they bring some witnesses (who will 
falsely testify), then don't remain in such a 
gathering, nor should you follow the 
fickle whims of those who treat our 
(revealed) verses as lies and who don't 
believe in the next life, given that they 
make others as equals with their Lord, usoi 

The Ten Commandments of Islam 

Say to them, "Come here, and I'll 
announce the (most important) rules of 
Allah. They are as follows: 

• Do not take any other as His equal; 

• Be kind to your parents; 

• Do not kill your children for fear of 
poverty, as We provide resources for 
you and for them; 

• Do not go near to shameful deeds, 
whether in public or in secret; 
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• Do not take a life, which Allah has 
made sacred, except for a just cause 
(under the law), and that's His 
command so you can reflect; nsu 

• Do not touch an orphan's property, 
unless you're going to improve it, 
until he attains his full maturity; 

• Measure (properly); 

• And balance justly, and We don't 
burden any soul beyond what it can 
bear; 

• When you speak, stand out for justice, 
even if it concerns a close relative; 

• And fulfill the covenant of Allah (by 
struggling in His Cause). 

This is what He's commanded of you, 
so you can take heed. This is My straight 
path, so follow it. Don't follow other 
paths, for they'll only divert you away 
from His path. 

This is what He's commanded of you, 
so you can be mindful (of your duty to 

Him). [ 152 - 153 ] 

This is the Book of Guidance 

We then gave the Book to Moses, 
completed it and explained it thoroughly 
for those who would be good, so it could 
be a source of guidance and mercy and 


so they could believe in the meeting with 
their Lord, umi 

This (Qur'an) is (a new) scripture that 
We've revealed as a source of blessing, so 
follow it and be mindful (of what it says) 
so you can be worthy of mercy, ussj 

(You've been given this new scripture) 
so that you'll never be able to say, 
"Scripture was given to two groups 
before us, but what they learned from 
was never introduced to us!" usei 

Likewise, you'll never be able to say, 
"Oh, if only a book had been sent down 
to us, then we would've followed its 
guidance better than they." 



Now clear evidence has come to you 
from your Lord, and a source of guidance 
and mercy. Who is more wrong than the 
one who rejects Allah's signs and turns 
away from them? 

Soon We're going to repay those who 
turned away from Our signs with a 
terrible punishment on account of their 
avoidance. [157] 
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Are they waiting to see the angels 
coming for them, or your Lord, or the 
unmistakable signs of your Lord's 
(coming)? 

On the day when the signs of your 
Lord do arrive, it won't do any good for a 
soul to believe in them, if it hadn't 
already believed in them or made a good 
account (of its sincerity) through (acts of) 
true faith. Say to them," Wait, because 
we'll be waiting, too." ussi 

Remain Firm on the Truth 


L v! 





Then say," Truly, my prayers and my 
sacrifice, my life and my death, are all for 
Allah, the Lord of All the Worlds. He has 
no partners, and this is my order, that I 
must be the first to submit (to His will)." 

[ 162 - 163 ] 


1 hose who break up their way of life 
into sects and competing factions -you 
must have nothing to do with them! 

Their affair lies with Allah, and in the 
end He's going to tell them the meaning 
of everything they ever did. 11591 

Whoever does something good will be 
given ten times as much to his credit, 
while whoever does an evil thing will be 
credited with one bad deed, and no one 
will ever be treated unfairly, ueoi 

Say to them, "My Lord has truly guided 
me to a straight way, the established way 
of life, the creed of Abraham, the natural 
(monotheist), and he was never an idol- 
worshipper." [1611 


Ask them, "Should I look for another 
lord besides Allah, when He’s the Lord of 
all things? Every soul brings its own 
results upon none other than itself, and 
no bearer of burdens can bear the 
burden of another. 

"In the end your return is with Allah, 
and He’s going to tell you the meaning of 
all those things about which you argued." 

[1641 

He's the One Who made you 
successors in the earth, and He's placed 
some of you in higher positions than 
others so He can test you with (the 
varying gifts) that He's given you. 

Your Lord is quick to punish, though 
He's also (quick to show) forgiveness and 
mercy, aesi 
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The Heights 

7 AlA'rdf 
Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in the very last days of the Prophet’s stay in Mecca. It talks about 
new events such as start of religious discussions with Jews from the faraway city of Yathrib, who 
came to Mecca to see who the new prophet was. The Meccan leaders used to ask the Jews 
questions regarding the status of Muhammad ( P ) and what the Jewish religion might have to say 
about him. 

So this chapter addresses both the idol-worshippers and the Jews, even as it lays out new 
religious concepts for the Muslim believers. One such new concept was the place between Heaven 
and Hell known as the Heights, reserved for those whose records are so finely balanced between 
good and evil that they don’t deserve Heaven or Hell. Eventually, they will all be admitted into 
Paradise. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




Lam. Meem. Sad. « 

(This is) a book that's being revealed 
to you (from Allah), so don't let your 
heart be troubled any more over (how 
people may respond to it), for with (this 
Book) you can give warnings and 
reminders to the believers. (21 

(All you people!) Follow what's been 
revealed to you from your Lord. Don't 
follow (the whims) of others or take 
others besides Him as protectors. How 
few are the warnings that you take! pi 

Just how many settlements have We 
destroyed? Our punishment came upon 


them suddenly by night or while they 
were taking their afternoon rest, hi 



Regardless, when Our punishment 
finally came upon them, they cried out, 
saying no more than," We were so 
wrong!" tsj 

We're going to question those who 
had Our message sent to them, even as 
We're going to question the bearers (of 
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all those messages), ra We'll narrate their 
complete story to them with full accuracy, 
for We were never absent (from their 
midst), m 

The weighing (of all the evidence) on 
that day will be fair and just. Those 
whose scales are heavy (with good) will 
be successful, m 



Meanwhile, those whose scales are 
scarce (of good) will find that they've lost 
their own souls because they treated Our 
signs wrongly, pi 

The Fall of Iblis 

/\nd so it was that We settled you 
on the earth, and We provided for you 
the resources that you need to survive; 
yet, how little thanks you give! tioi 

And so it was that We created you and 
gave you your shape. We then ordered 
the angels to bow down to (your original 
ancestor) Adam, and they all bowed 
down, except for (a jinn named) Iblis, who 
didn't bow at all! nu 


Allah said to him, "What'spreventing 
you from bowing down, when I've 
commanded it?" 

"I'm better than he is," (Iblis) replied, 
"for You made me from fire, while You 
made him from clay." tm 

“Get down and away from here!" 

(Allah) ordered. " This is no place for you 
to be arrogant. Get out of here, for 
you're the least (of all creatures)." ti 3 j 

"Give me time!" (Iblis) cried out. "(Give 
me time) until the day when they're all 
resurrected." imj 

" You shall have your time," (Allah) 
answered. [i5j 

Then Iblis said, "And since it was You 
Who made me slip up, I'll lie in wait for 
them on Your 'straight path.' tie] 

Til assail them from their front and 
their back and from their right and their 
left, and in the end You'll see that most of 
them are thankless (towards You)." [171 

"Get out of here!" (Allah) ordered, 
"You're banished! If any of them follow 
you, then I'll fill Hellfire with you all!" tisj 

In the Carden of Eden 

“j\dam," (Allah said), "You may live 
in the garden with your mate and eat 
whatever you like, but don't go near this 
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one tree, for it will lead you into 
corruption." 119] 

Then Shaytan 
began to whisper 
suggestions to 
them, so he could 
make them see their 
nakedness, which 
had been hidden 
(from their 
consciousness). 

" The only reason 
your Lord has forbidden this tree to you," 
(he) told them, "is because (He's afraid 
that) you might transform into angels or 
some other immortal being." 1201 

Then he swore to them both that he 
was giving them good advice. 1211 

In this way, he orchestrated their fall 
through deception. When they tasted 
(the fruit) of the tree, then their 
nakedness became clearly evident to 
them, and they began to sew leaves 
together from the garden to cover their 
bodies. 

Then their Lord called out to them, 
“Didn't / forbid you from that tree, and 
didn't I tell you that Shaytan was your 
clear enemy?" 1221 

"Our Lord!" they cried. " We've done 
wrong against our own souls! If You 


don't forgive us and show us mercy, then 
we'll be utterly lost!" [23] 

"Go down away from here, "(Allah) 
said, "and live in the world, (struggling) in 
competition with each other. It'll be your 
home and your place of livelihood for a 
while." [ 24 i 

Then He added," You shall dwell in 
(the earth), and there you shall die, and 
from it you will be taken out again (for 
judgment)." 1251 

To the Children of Adam 

(children of Adam! We've bestowed 
upon you clothing to hide the shame (of 
your nakedness), as well as to adorn you. 
(Remember, however, that) the robe of 
mindfulness is the best (with which to 
clothe yourself). 

These are some of the verses of Allah 
(that are being revealed to you, 

Muhammad,) so they can be reminded. 

[26] 

Children of Adam! Don't let Shaytan 
deceive you like he did when he got your 
ancestors expelled from the Garden (of 
Eden), stripping them of their facade (of 
innocence) to expose their shame. 

Both he and his band (of devils) see 
you from a place where you can't see 
them, and We've made devils the allies of 
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those who cover over (their ability to see Even as He started you in the beginning, 
the truth). [271 so shall you return." 


Answering those Who Blame Allah 


Background Info... v. 28-31 

The pagans of Mecca would often 
walk around the Ka’bah during religious 
devotions while completely naked, 
claiming that it was a longstanding 
tradition and that it contributed to their 
purity. 

This is what the ‘shameful thing’ in 
this verse refers to. (The only people 
who could perform this ritual fully 
clothed were Qurayshi tribesmen or 
people who borrowed clothes from 
them.) 

When the Prophet spoke out against 
this custom, the pagans offered the 
excuse quoted in verse 28. This passage 
was revealed in response, (ibn Kathir) 


When (the faithless) do shameful 
things, they say, "These are the customs 
that we received from our ancestors," or 
they say, "Allah told us to do it." 


Say to them, "Allah never commanded 
shameful things. Are you saying 
something about Allah without knowing 
(any better)?' psi 


Say to them, "My Lord commands 
justice and that you dedicate your whole 
self (to Him) in every act of worship and 
that you call upon Him with complete 
sincerity, for all religion belongs to Him. 


A section of them are guided by Him, 
while another section has rightfully gone 
astray because they took devils for their 
protectors instead of Allah, all the while 
thinking they were being guided! poi 

Therefore, Children of Adam! Wear 
your good clothes at every place of 
prayer, and eat and drink (as you like). 
However, don't overindulge, for Allah has 
no love for those who overindulge, pu 

Don't Renounce the World 

Now ask them," Who has forbidden 
the exquisite (gifts) of Allah, which He has 
made available to His servants, and (who 
has forbidden) the wholesome (things He 
has) provided?" 

Say to them, “In the life of this world, 
(the natural gifts of the earth) belong to 
the believers, and they will be the only 
ones on the Day of Assembly who will 
have them." 

This is how We clearly explain the 
verses (of this Book) for people who 
understand. [321 

Then say to them, "My Lord has 
forbidden all shameful deeds, whether 
done in the open or in secret, (and He's 
forbidden) sinfulness, flagrant injustice, 
joining partners with Allah for which He’s 
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sent down no authority, and saying things 
about Allah of which you know nothing." 

[33] 

Each Nation is Given One Chance 

Every community has been given its 
own (predetermined) time limit, and 
when their deadline is due, they can't 
prolong it even for an hour, nor can they 
delay it. [34) 



Therefore, Children of Adam! 

Whenever a messenger comes to you 
from your own kind conveying My verses 
to you, whoever is mindful (of that 
message) and reforms himself will have 
no cause for fear or sorrow. [3S] 

Those who cover over (their ability to 
recognize the truth of) Our (revealed) 
verses and (even worse) treat them in a 
haughty manner will be companions of 
the Fire, and that's where they're going to 
stay! [ 36 i 


The Fate of Those 
Who Deny Allah 

Who' s more wrong than the one 
who invents a lie against Allah or who 
denies His (revealed) verses? 

They're the ones whose due 
punishment must come back to them 
from the book (of deeds), even up to the 
point when our (angelic) messengers 
arrive and take their souls, saying, "Where 
are all those (false gods) that you used to 
call upon besides Allah?" 

(The doomed souls will answer), 

" They've left us to languish!" And so they 
will testify against their own souls that 
they had indeed buried (their ability to 
recognize the truth of Allah). [37] 

(Allah will say to them), "Enter into the 
companionship of all those jinns and 
humans who have passed away before 
you - (all of whom) are in the Fire!" 

Every time a new community will enter 
into (Hell), it will curse its sister- 
communities that preceded it, so much so 
that after they've all followed each other 
into it, the last one will say of the first, 
“Our Lord! They're the ones who misled 
us, so double their punishment in the 
Fire." 

Then He'll say, "The punishment is 
doubled for all!" They just don't 
understand! osi 
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Finally, the first (community that 
entered Hellfire) will say to the last (one 
that entered it), "So, you're no better than 
we are after all! Now suffer the 
punishment for your deeds, (just as we 
have to)!" poi 

Those who cover over (their ability to 
recognize the truth of) Our (revealed) 
verses and (even worse) treat them in a 
haughty manner will find no opening (for 
Allah's forgiveness) in the gates of the 
sky, nor will they ever enter Paradise - no, 
not until a twisted rope can pass through 
the eye of a needle! 

That's Our way of paying back the bad 
people! [-to] Their resting place will be 
under layers and layers of Hellfire, and 
that's how We pay back wrongdoers! [ 4 i] 

A Conversation 
between Heaven and Hell 

Those who believe and do what's 
morally right - and We don't place upon 
any soul a burden greater than it can 
bear- they'll be the companions of the 
Garden, and in it they shall remain! [ 42 ] 



We're going to erase from their hearts 
any hidden sense of unease, even as 
rivers will flow beneath them! 

"Praise be to Allah,” they'll say, "Who 
guided us to this, for we never could have 
guided ourselves, save for the guidance 
of Allah. And so it was that messengers 
from our Lord came to us with the truth!" 

(When they finish their joyous 
exclamations,) they'll hear the call (of 
welcome): "The Garden is right there 
before you! You've inherited it on 
account of all that you did!" [43i 

(Now before each group is entered 
into its set place), the companions of the 
Garden will call over to the companions 
of the Fire, saying, “We've found our 
Lord's promise to be true. Have you 
found your Lord's promise to be true, as 
well?" 

"Yes," they'll answer, but then an 
announcer (will interrupt them), saying, 
"Allah's curse be upon the wrongdoers! 

[44i They're the ones who turned others 
away from the path of Allah, trying to 
make it seem crooked, and they were the 
ones who rejected the next life." (4sj 

There will be a screen erected between 
them, and on high places (in between the 
two groups) there will be men whose 
(scales of deeds had balanced perfectly in 
between good and evil). 
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They'll clearly recognize (both the 
people of Paradise and Hell) by their 
features. 



(The people in the high places) will call 
out to the companions of the Garden, 
"Peace be upon you," and even though 
they haven't entered into it yet, they'll 
feel confident of doing so. [ 46 ] 

When they turn and gaze upon the 
companions of the Fire, they'll cry out, 

" Our Lord! Don't send us among the 
wrongdoers!" m 

The companions of the Heights will 
recognize familiar men (down in Hellfire) 
by their features and will ask them," What 
has all your hoarding and arrogance done 
for you now? [ 48 ] 

"Aren't those (people over there, 
heading into Paradise,) the same ones 
that you swore would never receive 


Allah's mercy? (On the contrary, they're 
the ones who are now being told), 'Enter 
the Garden - never more shall you fear 
nor shall you regret.'" [49i 

The companions of the Fire will call 
over to the companions of the Garden, 
saying, "Pour down some water upon us 
or anything else with which Allah has 
provided you!" 

(The companions of the Garden) will 
answer, "Allah has truly forbidden those 
things to those who rejected (Him) - 
those who took their way of life as a joke 
and a game, and who were deceived by 
the life of the world." 

That day We're going to forget them, 
even as they forgot their meeting of this 
day of theirs. Oh, how eagerly they 
snubbed Our (revealed) verses! iso-su 

And so it was that We had sent a book 
to them filled with knowledge and 
explained in every detail, as a guide and 
mercy to people who believe, So are 
they just going to wait for (its predictions) 
to be fulfilled? 

On the day, when (its predictions) are 
fulfilled, those who ignored it before will 
cry, "Our Lord's messengers really did 
come with the truth! Isn't there anyone 
now who can intercede for us? Can we 
be sent back (to earth for another 
chance), for then we would act differently 
than how we used to act?" 
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They're going to lose their own souls, 
and all the lies they invented will leave 
them to suffer, isbi 


It is Allah's Right to Command 


Truly, 


/, your Lord is Allah, the One 
Who created the heavens and the earth 
in six stages. Then He established Himself 
upon the throne (of power). He draws 
the night like a veil over the day, and 
each chases the other swiftly. 



How You Should Call 
upon Your Lord 


Background Info... v. 55 

Some people, based upon customs 
from pre-lslamic times, used to shout 
and beseech to Allah in loud and noisy 
voices. This passage was revealed to 
counsel people to behave maturely when 
they call upon Allah. (Asbab ul-Nuzu/) 


Call upon your Lord (in public) with 
heartfelt pleading, and (also call upon 
Him) when you're alone, (but in both 
cases do it in a dignified manner,) for 
Allah has no love for 
those who are unruly (in 
their supplications), [ssj 

Don't create disorder 
in the land after it's been 
made right. Call upon 
Him with fear and 
longing, for Allah's mercy 
is near to those who do good, tsej 



He created the sun, the moon and the 
stars, and they're all governed (by laws) 
under His command. 

Isn't it His right to create and 
command? Blessed be Allah, the Lord of 
All the Worlds! imi 


He's the One Who sends the winds like 
heralds of good news ahead of His mercy. 
When (the winds) have heaped together 
the moisture-laden clouds, We push them 
to barren lands and cause water to fall 
upon it. 

Then We use it to grow every kind of 
lush vegetation. Now that's also how 
We're going to raise you from the dead, 
so perhaps you might remember it. [57] 
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From good, clean earth, plants spring 
up in their Lord's presence. However, 
from polluted soil, nothing grows save for 
meager (weeds), and this is how We 
explain the verses in so many ways, so 
you can learn to be thankful, ism 

The People of Noah Reject Him 

We sent Noah to his people, and 
he said My people! Serve Allah! You 
have no other god than Him. I fear for 
you the punishment of an awful day!" isgj 

The leading men among his people 
answered him, saying, "Wesee that 
you're dearly mistaken." ( 6 oi 

" My people!" he replied. "I'm not 
mistaken. Rather, I'm a messenger from 
the Lord of All the Worlds! I'm only 
expressing the message of my Lord and 
advising you, for / know things from Allah 
that you don't. iei 62] 

"Is it so strange for you that a message 
has come to you from your Lord, carried 
by a man from among your own people 
as a warning? (This is how it is) so you 
can be mindful (of Allah) and have His 
mercy (sent down upon you)." tea] 

Yet, they denied him, and so We saved 
him and those who were with him in the 
boat. We overwhelmed all those who 
rejected Our signs in the great flood. 

They were a people who were blind (to 
the truth)! [mi 


The People of ‘Ad 
Reject their Prophet 


Background Info... v. 65-72 

The people of ‘Ad were an ancient 
civilization that existed over four 
thousand years ago in present-day Oman 
and the surrounding area. Their ruined 
city of Iram was rediscovered by 
archeologists in 1992. The Qur'an 
described it as a city of tall towers. 

When the city was unearthed, it was 
found to have quite a few tall towers 
around its outer walls as giant watch 
posts. 

Although the Arabs knew nothing of 
the ‘Ad and their lost city of Iram but 
faint legends, (it was known as Ubarto 
the Creeks and Sishur to other 
civilizations), archeologists excavating 
the ancient city of Elba in Syria came 
upon a hidden, four-thousand-year-old 
library in which the names of all the cities 
with which it conducted trade were 
listed. Iram was one of the names 
recorded. 


We sent to the people of 'Ad their 
brother Hud, and he said," My people! 
Serve Allah! You have no other god than 
Him, so won't you be mindful?" lesj 

The leaders of the faithless among his 
people answered him, saying," We see 
that you're naive," and, "We think you're 
a liar." [eej 

"My people!" he said. "I'm not naive; 
rather, I'm a messenger from the Lord of 
All the Worlds! [ 67 ] I'm only expressing 
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the message of my Lord, and I'm a 
trustworthy advisor. [68] Is it so strange for 
you that a message has come to you 
from your Lord, carried by a man from 
among your own people as a warning? 

“Recall that He made you inherit (this 
land) after the people of Noah and gave 
you a high reputation in the eyes of other 
nations. Recall (all the blessings) that 
you've received from Allah, so you can be 
truly successful." [ 69 ] 

"Haveyou come to us," they asked, "to 
have us worship only one God and to 
give up what our ancestors worshipped? 
So bring down upon us (all those 
punishments from your God) with which 
you've been threatening us, if you're 
being so honest!" [7oi 

"You've had affliction and wrath from 
your Lord come upon you already," (Hud) 
replied, "(because of your arrogant 
rejection of the truth). Are you going to 
argue with me about the names that 
you've made up (for your idols), both you 
and your ancestors, without any 
permission from Allah? So wait and see, 
for I'll be waiting with you." pn 

Then We saved him and those who 
were with him through (an act of) mercy 
from Our Own self, and We cut out the 
roots of those who denied Our signs and 
who didn't believe. p2i 


The People of Thamud Reject their 
Prophet 


F.Y.I 

The Thamud were a tribal group that 
existed in an area known as Al-Hijr, today 
located in southern Jordan and Northern 
Arabia. They were known to the 
Babylonians, Assyrians and the Greeks, 
the latter of whom referred to them as 
the Thamudaei. The ruins of their towns 
and cities were scattered all throughout 
the area, and the Arabs were well aware 
of their existence. 

Although the area was not well- 
suited for a large population, income 
from trade allowed their civilization to 
thrive from about 2400 BCE to around 
the fifth century of the common era 
when their power failed. In their later 
years, their descendants became known 
as the Nabateans. The Thamud were 
also mentioned in the annals of Sargon 
the Great (d. 2279 BCE). 


We sent to the people of Thamud 
their brother Salih, and he said, "My 
people! Serve Allah! You have no other 
god than Him. Clear evidence has come 
to you from your Lord! 
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"This camel (that's been especially 
sanctified by Allah) is your sign, so leave 
her to graze on Allah’s earth. Do her no 
harm, or you'll be seized with terrible 
punishment." [73] 

"Remember that He let you inherit (the 
earth) after the people of 'Ad and gave 
you homes within the earth out of which 
you build palaces and fortresses for 
yourselves, both in the plains and in the 
mountains, where you carve them (from 
the mountainsides). 

"Remember (all the blessings) that 
you've received from Allah, and cause no 
harm or chaos in the earth." um 

The leaders of the arrogant faction 
among his people said to the ones whom 
they thought were weak and powerless, 
and who had come to believe (in the 
teachings of Salih), "Areyou really certain 
that Salih is a genuine messenger from 
his Lord?" 

Then they answered them, saying, 
"Indeed, we do believe in what was sent 
to him." t75] 

The arrogant ones then said, " Well, we 
reject what you believe in!” m Then they 
(cut the legs of the camel,) crippling her, 
and brazenly defied the order of their 
Lord. 

They (boasted about it) and said, 
"Salih! Bring on your threats, if you're 
really a messenger (of Allah)!" p?] 


Then the mighty quake took them by 
surprise, and by morning they were laid 
flat in their homes, psi 



Salih (saw the damage and then) left 
them, saying, "My people! / conveyed to 
you the message that was sent to me 
from my Lord. I gave you good advice, 
but you had no love for advisors." ^ 

The People of Lot Reject Him 


Background Info... v. 80-84 

Lot was Abraham’s nephew, and he had 
followed his uncle out of Mesopotamia 
many years before. While Abraham 
continued a bedouin kind of lifestyle, Lot 
took his family and servants to the 
ancient city of Sodom. While he was 
there, he tried to spread Allah’s word 
among the people of that city, but they 
were given over to worldly pleasures. 


Lot said to his people, "Are you 
engaging in the shameful and perverted 
act, a practice unlike anything (any other 
people) ever did in the entire world? 
You're using other men instead of women 
for your passions? Noway! You're a 
people who've gone out of control!" iso-su 
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His people offered no other response 
than to say, "Drive them out of your city, 
these people who want to be so moral 
and pure!" [82] 

Then We saved him and his family, 
except for his wife, for she was one of 
those who remained behind. [ 83 ] 

Thereafter, We rained down upon (the 
city) a shower (of blasted stone), and you 
can see how those wicked people were 
ended! [ 84 ] 

The People of Madyan 
Reject their Prophet 


Background Info... v. 85 

Shu’ayb was a prophet sent to the 
people of Madyan, (aka the People of 
the Thicket), a land in northern Arabia 
near the city of Tabuk. The original land 
of Madyan is an old land stretching in an 
arc across northern Arabia towards the 
Sinai, and it has been settled with various 
peoples who have come and gone. 


To (the people of) Madyan We sent 
their brother Shu'ayb, who said, “My 
people! Serve Allah! You have no other 
god than Him. Clear evidence has come 
to you from your Lord! 

"So measure and balance honestly (in 
your trading activities), and don't 
withhold from people what they're owed. 


"Don't cause trouble in the world after 
it's been made right. That will be to your 
good if you really have any faith." [as] 

“Don’t stake out every road and 
intimidate the people who believe in Him 
away from the path of Allah, trying to 
imply that there's something wrong with 
it. 



"Remember how you were so few in 
number and then He multiplied you, so 
keep in mind how the disobedient are 
ultimately (vanquished). [ 86 i 

"If there's a section among you who 
believes in that with which I've been sent 
and a section that doesn't believe, then 
just be patient until Allah decides the 
matter between us, for He's the best One 
to judge." ( 87 j 

The leaders of the arrogant faction 
among his people said, "Shu'ayb! We’re 
going to drive you out of our settlement, 
both you and those who believe with you, 
unless all of you return to our traditions." 

(Shu'ayb) answered them, saying, 
"What! Even though we would hate it! [ssj 
We would be lying against Allah if we 
returned to your traditions, especially 
since Allah has saved us from them. 
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There's no way we would ever return 
to them unless our Lord Allah allowed (or 
planned) for it. 

“Our Lord comprehends everything in 
His knowledge, and we trust in Allah. Our 
Lord! Decide between us and our people 
in all truth, for You're the best of all who 
open (matters for decision)." [89] 

The faithless leaders among his people 
said," If any of you follow Shu'ayb, then 
you'll all be losers!" poi 

And then the earthquake took them 
without warning, and they were laid flat 
in their homes by morning, pu 



Those who denied Shu'ayb were 
reduced (in power), as much as if they 
never even had a vibrant civilization! It 
was those who denied Shu'ayb who were 
the losers! p2] 

Shu'ayb (saw the devastation and 
then) left them, saying, "My people! I 
conveyed to you the message that was 
sent to me from my Lord, and I gave you 


good advice. So how can I mourn over a 
people who refused to believe?" p3i 

Arrogant Nations 

always Respond the Same Way 

We never sent any prophet to any 
settlement without plunging its people 
into hardship and extreme adversity so 
they could learn to be humble, po 

Then We would transform their 
hardship into prosperity until they 
advanced and multiplied, so much so that 
they (inevitably) began to say, "Our 
ancestors were also affected by cycles of 
hardship and prosperity." 

Then We would suddenly seize them 
when they least expected it! psi 

If the people of those settlements had 
only believed and been mindful (of Allah 
in good times and bad), then We 
would've opened for them blessings from 
both the sky and the earth. 

However, they denied (Allah), so We 
took hold of them on account of what 
they earned, pei 

Did the people of those settlements 
feel so safe from Our wrath, even though 
it might have come (upon them) in the 
night while they slept? m 
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Did they feel so safe against its coming 
in broad daylight while they frolicked 
about? os) 


Did they feel so safe against Allah's 
plan? No one can feel safe against Allah's 
plan except people who lose! [99] 

Isn't it clear enough to those who 
eventually inherit the land (after previous 
nations collapse) that if We wanted, We 
could punish them for their sins and seal 
up their hearts so they can no longer 
hear, as well? uooi 


Those were the settlements whose 
stories We're telling you. Messengers 
went to them with clear evidence (of 
Allah's truth), but they were not the ones 
who would believe in what they had 
already rejected before. 

That's how Allah seals up the hearts of 
those who (willfully) cover over (their 
obligation to believe in Him), uoi] 

We didn't find most of them (living up) 
to their promise, and We found most of 
them rebellious and disobedient. [ 102 ] 

The Meeting of Moses 
and Pharaoh 


Moses said, "Pharaoh! I'm a 
messenger from the Lord of All the 
Worlds, and I'm bound to say only what's 
truthful about Allah. Now I've come to 
you with clear evidence from your Lord, 
so let the Children of Israel depart with 
me." [104 105] 



"Ifyou've really come with a 
(miraculous) sign," (Pharaoh) replied, 
"then show it (to me), if you're really 
being so honest!" uooi 


Then Moses threw his staff (down on 
the floor), and suddenly it became a 
serpent in plain sight! [ion 


Next, he drew his hand sharply (from 
his side), and suddenly it was glowing 
white for all who saw it! uosi 

Moses and the Sorcerers 


after (their time) We sent 
Moses with Our signs to Pharaoh and his 
nobles, but they treated them wrongfully. 
Just see how the disobedient scoundrels 
were ended! [io3i 


" 1 his is some kind of skilled 
sorcerer," Pharaoh's nobles began saying 
(to each other), “but he just wants to 
drive you from your land. So now what 
do you advise?" 11091101 
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The (other nobles) said, "Keep him and 
his brother occupied and waiting. 
Meanwhile, send word to all the cities to 
gather the most skilled sorcerers (we 
have) back here to you." mi-mi 

When Pharaoh's sorcerers arrived, they 
first said (to their master), "Of course, 
we'll be amply rewarded if we win?" m 3 ] 

(Pharaoh) replied, "Yes, (you'llbe 
rewarded), for you’ll be brought near (to 
my circle of power)." umi 

(Then Pharaoh's sorcerers confronted 
Moses,) saying, “Moses, will you cast first, 
or should we go first?" eusj 

"You cast first," Moses answered, and 
when they threw (their ropes and sticks to 
the floor and chanted their spells,) they 
bewitched the eyes of the people and 
terrified them, for they employed 
powerful magic, me] 

Then We inspired Moses, saying, "Now 
throw down your staff," and just like that 
- it swallowed up all the lies they faked! 

[ 117 ] 

That's how the truth was proven and 
their actions were shown to be false, ms] 

What did the Sorcerers Say? 

And in this way (the sorcerers of 
Pharaoh) were defeated - and right there 


(in public)! They were made to look so 
feeble! uwi 

Then, the sorcerers fell flat on the floor 
and prostrated, saying, "We believe in the 
Lord of All the Worlds, the Lord of Moses 
and Aaron!" mo m] 

Pharaoh (eyed them angrily) and said, 
"Are you believing in Him without my 
permission? This is all just a hoax that 
you devised back in the city to drive out 
its (ruling class)! You're going to know 
soon (who's really in charge)! [123] 

"For sure, I'm going to cut off your 
hands and your feet from opposite sides 
and stake you all on wooden posts (until 
you die)!" 024] 



“As for us," [the sorcerers) said, "we'll 
be sent back to our Lord. [125] You're just 
taking your revenge out on us because 
we believed in the signs of our Lord when 
they came to us." 
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(Then they prayed,) "Our Lord! Pour 
patience down upon us, and take our 
souls back to You as ones who have 
submitted!" (1261 

Pharaoh's nobles (looked on in shock) 
and said, "Are you going to leave Moses 
and his people to cause unrest in the 
land, while they leave you and forsake 
your gods?" 

(Pharaoh became furious) and said, 

" We'II kill their mate children and leave 
their females alive, for we have total 
power over them!" \ 

(After Moses left and returned to his 
people,) he said to them, "Pray to Allah 
for help and wait patiently, for the earth 
belongs to Allah, and He gives it as an 
inheritance to whichever of His servants 
that He wills. The final result will be for 
those who were mindful (of Him)." insi 

(As they suffered under the yoke of 
Pharaoh, however, his people began to 
complain,) saying, “We've had nothing 
but trouble both before and after you 
came to us." 

(Moses scolded them,) saying, 

" Perhaps your Lord will destroy your 
enemy and make you the inheritors of 
the earth in order to test you in your 
actions." 1129] 


How did the Egyptians 
Respond to the Plagues? 

And so it was that We took hold of 
Pharaoh and his people (and punished 
them) with years (of drought) and poor 
harvests so they could perhaps be 
reminded. (130] 

Whenever things got better, however, 
they said, " This is due to our own 
(diligent) efforts," though when stricken 
with hardship they said it was because of 
the evil omens of Moses and those who 
were with him. 

Their 'evil omens' were nothing more 
than their (own inventions), as far as 
Allah's view (was concerned,) but most of 
them didn't understand, (mi 


v O 



They said, "It doesn't matter what 
miracles you bring out in order to work 
your magic on us, (Moses,) for we're 
never going to believe in you!" 11321 
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So We sent upon them a disastrous 
(flood), locusts, lice, frogs and a red- 
stained thing: signs that were self- 
explanatory, but they were arrogant, and 
they were a wicked people. [133) 

Every time a disaster would befall 
them, they would cry, "Moses! Call upon 
your Lord for us, invoking His promise to 
you. if you relieve us of this torment, 
then we'll truly believe in you and send 
the Children of Israel away with you." [i 34 j 

Yet, every time We relieved them of 
the torment, after it's due course was 
completed, they broke their word! ii3sj 

So We got them back by drowning 
them in the sea, for they had (willfully) 
denied Our signs and were unconcerned 
about them. U 36 i 

We made a people who were thought 
of as weak inherit lands in both the two 
Easts and the two Wests, and they were 
the lands that We had blessed. 

The fine saying of your Lord was 
fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because 
they had been patient. 

We (eventually) brought down to ruin 
all the great works and structures that 
Pharaoh and his people built, [utj 


The Children of Israel 
Start to Waver 

We led the Children of Israel across 
the sea, and soon they came upon a 
people who were devoted to some idols 
they had with them. (The Israelites) said, 
"Moses! Make a god for us like the gods 
they have." 

(Moses) answered, "You'rean ignorant 
people!" ms] 

"As for these (people you've 
encountered), their (superstitions) are 
doomed to extinction, and what they're 
doing is foolish." [139] 

Then he said, "Should I look fora god 
other than Allah, when Allah is the One 
Who's given you more favors than any 
other people in all the universe?" iwoi 

So remember, (all you Children of 
Israel), that We saved you from Pharaoh's 
people, the ones who afflicted you with 
the worst punishments and who killed 
your male children while letting your 
females live. That was an enormous test 
from your Lord. imj 
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Moses Receives the Tablets 

We ordered that Moses (should 
spend) thirty nights plus ten more (upon 
Mount Tur), and so the full term of forty 
nights was completed with his Lord. 


Moses left his brother Aaron in charge 
(of the encampment) and had said to 
him, "Be my representative with my 
people. Do what's morally right, and 
don't follow the way of the morally 
depraved." [i 42 ] 

When Moses arrived at the place that 
We decided for him, his Lord addressed 
him. 

Moses replied by saying, " My Lord! 
Show Yourself to me, so that I may look 
upon You." 

(Allah) replied, "No, you cannot see 
Me, but look upon the side of that peak 
(over there). If it remains in place, then 
you will have seen Me." 

When his Lord materialized His glory 
upon the mountainside, it crumbled into 
dust, and Moses fell down and fainted. 


When he came back to his senses, he 
said, "All glory be to You! I turn to You in 
repentance, and I'm the first to believe!" 

[ 143 ] 

"Moses!" (Allah) said. "I've chosen you 
above other people with the message 
(I've sent to you) and the words (I've 
spoken to you). Take (the revelation) that 
I'm giving you, and be thankful." H 44 ) 

We recorded for him on the Tablets 
everything having to do with instructions, 
along with their explanations. 



"Take hold of these (laws) firmly, and 
order your people to take hold of the 
best within them, for soon will I show you 
the (ruined) homes of the rebellious 
(nations that came before you, so you can 
learn from their examples). (i 45 i 

"And I shall steer away from My signs 
those who act arrogantly in the earth 
against all right Even if they see the 
signs, they're not going to believe in 
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them, and even if they see the path of 
common sense, they're not going to 
adopt the way. 

"Rather, if they see any way to go 
astray, that's the path they'll choose. 

That’s because they denied Our signs 
(when they first heard of them) and were 
unconcerned about them." 

"Those who deny Our (revealed) verses 
and the meeting of the next life - their 
life's work is for nothing. How can they 
expect to be rewarded by anything other 
than what they've done?" \w\ 

The Children of Israel 
and the Golden Calf 

The people of Moses took a golden 
calf (for an idol). (They made) it with their 
own jewelry after he had left them. 



(The statue even) seemed as if it were 
making a sound, but didn't they see that 
it couldn't speak to them nor guide them 
on a path? 


They took it (as an object of worship), 
and they were in the wrong. (i«i 

When they later regretted what they 
had done and saw that they had made a 
mistake, they said, “If our Lord doesn't 
have mercy on us and doesn't forgive us, 
then we'll truly be lost." [i 49 i 

When Moses returned to his people, 
he was angry and upset. " You've done 
evil in my stead while I was gone!" (he 
cried.) "Are you so eager to bring Allah's 
command down upon you so quickly!" 

Then he put down the Tablets, 
grabbed his brother by his head and 
dragged him down. 

(Aaron) cried out, "Son of my mother! 
The people thought nothing of me, and 
they almost killed me! Don't make (our) 
enemies celebrate over my predicament, 
and don't include me among the 
corrupt. 1 " [iso] 

(Then Moses) prayed, "My Lord! 
Forgive me and my brother! Admit us to 
Your mercy, for You're the most merciful 
of the merciful." tisu 

Those who took the calf (as an idol) 
will be engulfed with wrath from their 
Lord and also with humiliation in this life. 
That's how We repay those who craft 
(nothing but lies). us2i 
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However, those who do wrong, but 
then repent of it and believe, (should 
know) that your Lord is forgiving and 
merciful. 11531 

When Moses' anger subsided, he 
picked up the Tablets, for there was 
guidance and mercy inscribed upon them 
for those who revere their Lord, awi 

Then Moses chose seventy of his 
people (to come) to Our meeting place 
(to beg for forgiveness.) 

When they were caught up in a violent 
earth tremor (on the mountain), Moses 
cried out, "My Lord! If You had wanted, 
You could've destroyed both them and 
me long before! Would You destroy all 
of us for the actions of the foolish among 
us? This (whole affair) is no more than a 
test from You." 

"You use (Your tests as a means) to 
send astray whomever You want and 
guide whomever You want! You are our 
protector, so forgive us and be merciful 
to us, for You're the best of all forgivers! 
(lssi Specify for us what's best in this life, 
as well as in the next life, for we've turned 
to You (for guidance)." 

Then (Allah) replied, "I bring My 
punishment to bear upon whomever I 
want, but My mercy extends over all 
things. I prescribe it for those who are 
mindful (of Me), who give in charity and 
who believe in Our signs." ussi 


To Whom will Allah Show Mercy? 

o are the ones to whom My 
mercy will extend? It is for) those (Jews 
and Christians) who follow the 
Messenger, the unschooled prophet, 
whom they will find mentioned in their 
own (scriptures) - in the Torah and the 
Gospel - for he will command them to do 
what's recognized (as right) and forbid 
them from doing what's unfamiliar (to 
Allah's good way of life). 

(The Messenger of Allah) will allow 
them (to partake of) what is pure and 
forbid them from what is unclean. 

He will release them from the heavy 
burdens (of their religious law) and from 
the shackles (of burdensome religious 
injunctions) that were upon their (necks). 

So it shall be that those who believe in 
(the Messenger of Allah), hold him in the 
highest regard, help him and follow the 
light that will be sent down with him, they 
are the ones who will be successful. [1571 

(Muhammad, now) say to them, "All 
you people! I'm the Messenger of Allah 
who’s been sent to you all. He's the One 
to Whom the control of the heavens and 
the earth belongs. There is no god 
besides Him. 

"He brings life, and He brings death, so 
believe in Allah and in His Messenger, the 
unschooled prophet, who himself 
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believes in Allah and in His words. Follow 
Him so you can be guided." ussj 

The Disobedient Eventually Lose 

y\mong the people of Moses there is 
a community who guides truthfully and 
does justice, ussi (In the past), We had 
divided (the Children of Israel) into twelve 
tribes. 

When his people asked him for water, 
We inspired (Moses), saying, "Hit the rock 
with your staff." Twelve springs gushed 
out of it, and every group knew its own 
place to drink. 



We shaded them with clouds and sent 
down manna and quails, saying, “Eat of 
the good things that We've provided for 
you." They never did Us any harm (when 
they disobeyed); rather, they only harmed 
themselves, usoi 

Recall how they were told, "Reside 
within this town and eat whatever you 
want, but speak of humbleness when you 
enter its gates and walk in humility, for 
then We'll forgive you your sins and 


increase (the fortunes) of those who are 
good." [i 6 i] 

Then unscrupulous people among 
them altered the order they had received 
(and they behaved poorly towards the 
inhabitants of the town). So then We 
sent upon them a plague from the sky, 
for they persisted in doing wrong. [i62j 

Who were the Sabbath-Breakers? 


Background Info... v. 163 

It is said that on the Sabbath day the 
fish would come close to the shore and 
nearly bob their heads out of the water, 
daring the Jews to catch them. The men 
gave in to these temptations and willfully 
disobeyed the laws of Moses that had 
come down to them. (Tabari) 

(All work, including fishing, is 
forbidden on Saturdays under Mosaic 
Law.) The name of the town mentioned 
in this verse is said to have been Aylah, 
and it was supposed to have been 
situated on the Red Sea. 


C^jestion them about (the fate of the 
people of) the seaside town. 

They broke (the rules) of the Sabbath, 
for whenever it was their Sabbath day, 
the fish (of the sea) would come to them 
clearly ready to be caught. 

However, on days other than the 
Sabbath, they were nowhere to be found! 
This is how We tested them, for they were 
prone to disobedience. n 63 i 
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Then a group of (the disobedient 
people) protested (to the preachers 
among them), saying, "Why are you 
preaching to (us), when Allah will 
eventually destroy us anyway or bring a 
terrible punishment down upon (us for 
our disobedience)?" 

The (preachers) replied, "We're doing 
our duty to your Lord, for you just might 
become mindful (of Him) yet." 

When they forgot the reminders that 
had been given to them, We saved those 
who had spoken out against evil and 
severely punished the corrupt for their 
disobedience. [ies] 

When they boldly went beyond what 
they were allowed, We said to them, "Be 
like rejected apes'." ueei 

Allah's Punishment 
came upon Them 

Your Lord declared that He would 
send (other nations) against (the Children 
of Israel,) who would afflict them with 


humiliating tyranny, even until the Day of 
Assembly, for your Lord is swift in 
bringing conclusions; yet, He's also 
forgiving and merciful. U 67 ) 

And so We scattered them throughout 
the world in a Diaspora. Among them are 
some who are righteous and also others 
who are far less (virtuous) than that. 

We've tested them both in prosperity and 
hardship so they might return (to the 
path of Allah), nasi 

Later generations came after them, 
and the scriptures became their 
responsibility, but they chose the worldly 
possessions of this life, justifying their 
choice by saying," We're going to be 
forgiven anyway." 

If similar material possessions ever 
came their way, they would take hold of 
them yet again. 

Wasn't the scriptural covenant taken 
from them, (in which they agreed) that 
they wouldn't say anything about Allah 
but the truth? 

Yet, they're the ones who are studying 
what's in (the scripture and then 
misapplying it)! The realm of the next life 
is better for those who are mindful (of 
Allah), so won't you understand? nesi 

Those who hold firmly to the scripture 
and who establish prayer - We'll never let 
the reward of the righteous be lost! [no] 
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When We brought the towering 
heights of the mountain above them - 
like it was a raised canopy, so much so 
that they thought it might fall over on 
top of them, (We said), "Hold firmly to 
what We've given you, and remember 
what it says so you can be mindful (of 
your duty to Allah)." imj 

Humans are Duty 

Bound to Accept Faith in Allah 

en your Lord brings offspring 
from out of the loins of the children of 
Adam, He makes them (first) bear witness 
about themselves by asking them, "Am I 
not your Lord?" 

They say, “Of course, and we are a 
witness to that!" 

(We do that) so you won't be able to 
say on the Day of Assembly," We had no 
due about any of this," 11721 and also so 
you won't be able to say, "Our ancestors 
took other gods besides Allah in the past, 
but we're only their descendants, (and it's 
not our fault that we've followed them 
without knowing any better). Are You 
then going to destroy us for the 


inventions of people who were 
dishonest?' 11731 

That's how We explain the verses in 
detail so they might return (to Allah's 
path). [ 174 ] 

About the People who Deny Allah 

Recite for them the story of the man 
to whom We sent Our (revealed) verses, 
but then he slipped right by them 
(without even a care), enabling Shaytan 
to follow him. And so he went far off the 
(moral) way. imj 

If We had wanted, We could've 
elevated him with the (revelations), but 
he (stubbornly) clung to the earth and 
followed his own fickle whims. His 
example is that of a dog. 



If you make a move against him, he 
just rolls out his tongue, and if you leave 
him alone, he still just rolls out his 
tongue! That's the example of those 
people who deny Our (revealed) verses, 
so repeat this story so they might be 
mindful (of its message). U 76 i 
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Disgraceful is the example of those 
who deny Our signs and who do harm to 
their own souls! 1177] 

Whoever is guided by Allah, he's truly 
guided. Whomever He leaves astray, 
they're in a state of loss! mg And so it is 
that We've made many jinns and human 
beings for Hellfire. 

They have hearts, but they don't 
understand with them. They have eyes, 
but they don't see with them. They have 
ears, but they don't hear with them. 

They're like cattle - No! They're even 
more mistaken than that! They're 
completely unconcerned (about Allah's 
warnings)! 11791 

Don't Sit with those who Take 
Allah's Name in Vain 

e most beautiful names belong to 
Allah, so call upon Him using them, but 
shun the company of those who use His 
names improperly, for they're soon going 

to be paid back for what they've done. 

[1801 

They must Pay Heed before 
Disaster Strikes 

.Among those whom We've created 
is a community that guides (others) to the 
truth and that does justice by it. imj 


However, We're gradually going to 
bring Our punishment to bear against 
those who deny Our signs - (and we will 
bring that punishment upon them) in 
ways they can't even detect! [i82i 

I'm going to give them some time, for 
My plan is unchangeable. u 83 i 

Don't (the Meccans) ever consider that 
their companion, (Muhammad,) just 
might not be possessed by a jinn and that 
he just might indeed be a clear warner? 

[ 184 ] 

Don't they see anything in the 
functioning of the heavens and the earth 
and in all that Allah has created that 
might give them an inkling that their time 
might just be drawing to a close? So 
what message will they believe in after 
this? [ 185 ] 

Whomever Allah leaves astray, there 
can be no one to guide him, for He will 
leave them wandering aimlessly in their 
overconfidence, use) 

When will the Hour Come to Pass? 


Background Info... v. 187 

Some Jews who were visiting Mecca 
approached the Prophet and said, 
“Muhammad, inform us when the Hour 
(of Judgment) will take place, if you’re 
truly a prophet, for we know when it will 
be.” This verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ui-Nuzui ) 
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Wow they're asking you about the 
Hour (of Judgment) -" When will it come 
to pass?" 

Say to them, "Its knowledge is in the 
presence of my Lord, and no one can 
predict when it will occur save Him. It 
weighs heavily upon the heavens and the 
earth, and it will come upon you out of 
nowhere." 

Really now, they're asking you as if you 
were somehow eagerly in search of it! So 
tell them, "Its knowledge is in the 
presence of Allah," though most people 
don't know (anything about it), ubti 

On Petty Fortune-telling 


Background Info... v. 188 

Some Meccans asked the Prophet if 
Allah ever revealed to him what future 
market prices would be, because they 
wanted to know when they should buy 
and when they should sell in order to 
make money. Others asked him if Allah 
ever told him which pastures would be 
fertile and which would be barren. This 
verse was revealed in response. (Asbabul- 
Nuzul) 


Say to them, 7 have no power to 
bring either benefit or harm upon myself, 
except for what Allah allows. If I had 
knowledge of what's beyond perception, 
then I would've had tremendous good 
fortune, and no misfortune would have 
ever come upon me. I’m only a warner 


and an announcer of good news to those 
who believe. “ tissi 

How do People 
Ignore Allah's Blessings? 

He's the One Who created you from 
a single soul, and He made from it her 
mate, so she could dwell with her 
(husband as a family). 

After they've gone into each other, she 
soon comes to bear a light burden and 
carries it around, though when she grows 
heavy, they both pray to Allah, their Lord, 
saying, "If You grant us a perfect and 
healthy child, we promise that we’ll be 
thankful." uss] 



However, when He grants them a 
perfect and healthy child, they let other 
(gods) share in the gift that they received, 
even though Allah is so high above the 
partners they make with Him! [i 9 <» 


238 





So are they taking (inanimate objects) 
to be partners with Him, (things that) 
cannot create anything and that are just 
created things themselves? imi 

(Those inanimate objects) can't help 
them, nor can they even help themselves! 

[ 192 ] 

(But alas,) even if you show (those 
idol-worshippers true) guidance, they 
won't follow you, for it's all the same to 
them whether you call to them or keep 
quiet! [193] 



Those upon whom you call besides 
Allah are merely (created) servants like 
yourselves. 

So go ahead and call upon them, and 
see if they listen to your prayers, that is, if 
you're really being so honest! umi 

Do they have feet with which to walk, 
or hands with which to hold, or eyes with 
which to see, or ears with which to hear? 

Say to those (who believe in idols), 

" Call your 'partners,' and plan (your worst) 
against me, and don't give me any break! 

1195 ] 


"My protector is Allah, the One Who 
revealed the Book, and He protects those 
who are moral and upright, iwei 

"All those whom you call upon besides 
Him can’t help you, nor can they help 
themselves! 1197] 

"If you call them to guidance, they 
won't hear you, and even though you 
may see their eyes staring at you, they 
don't see anything." [uq 


Background Info... v. 199 

When this verse was revealed, the 
Prophet asked Angel Gabriel about it. 

The Prophet later said of this discussion 
that he was commanded to forgive those 
who did wrong to him, to be generous to 
the one who gives him nothing, and to 
keep relations alive with those who 
break them with him. (at-Tabari) 

Many scholars also say it counsels the 
Prophet to accept what his followers 
sincerely offer and not to be critical or 
overly harsh if they fail to measure up 
due to weakness. (Ma’arifulQur’an) 


Commit yourself to forgiving (others 
by overlooking their shortcomings and 
actions against you), order good conduct, 
and turn away from the ignorant, imi 

If any suggestion from Shaytan comes 
upon you, then seek Allah's protection, 
for He hears and knows (all things). 12001 

Those who bring (Allah) to mind when 
an evil thought from Shaytan comes 
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upon them are reminded (of their 
allegiance to Allah), and suddenly they 
can see clearly again! pou 


less than insight from your Lord and a 
source of guidance and mercy for all who 
believe." 12031 


However, their (evil) 'brothers' will 
always seek to plunge them into error, 
and they never let up. 12021 

Allah Reveals in His Own Time 


Background Info... v. 203 

Sometimes the Prophet would 
receive a whole chapter of the Qur'an at 
once. Other times he would get only a 
verse or two. More often than not, he 
would get a small passage, then affix it 
to existing passages and thus have a full 
chapter whose various parts might have 
been revealed over weeks, months or 
years. 

It happened sometimes, however, 
that the Prophet wouldn't receive any 
revealed verses at all, and at such times, 
the idol-worshippers taunted 
Muhammad, ( P ) assuming that he was the 
author of the revelations and that he was 
merely unprepared with his material. 

This verse instructs Muhammad ( P ) to 
tell those people that Allah gives verses 
when He wants to, and not when people 
demand them from the Prophet. ( Ma'ariful 
Qur'an ) 


Whenever you don't bring them a 
(new) verse (when they expect to hear 
one), they say, “Why don't you have your 
(material) ready yet?" 


Say to them,"/ only follow what's been 
revealed to me from my Lord[ and it's no 


How should We 
Recite the Qur’an? 


Background Info... v. 204-206 

While in Mecca, the Prophet would 
lead clandestine group prayers with his 
followers - sometimes in peoples' homes 
and other times out in the countryside. 

Some of the worshippers would 
repeat whatever the Prophet said in 
prayer, which annoyed him, while others 
would sometimes talk among 
themselves when they were supposed to 
be praising Allah. 

This passage was revealed to let the 
believers know they were to keep silent 
in prayers and maintain a spiritual focus 
meditating upon Allah. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Wh 


en the Qur'an is being read, 


listen to it attentively and keep quiet, so 
you can receive mercy, pwi 


Remember your Lord inwardly with 
humility and awe. Don't speak loudly 
(when you repeat His praises) in the 
morning and evening. Don't be careless 
(about Allah)! (2051 


Those (angels) who are the nearest to 
your Lord aren't too proud to serve Him. 
So glorify Him, and bow yourselves down 
before Him. poej 
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The Spoils of War 

8 Al Anfal 

Early Medinati Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed shortly after the Battle of Badr and deals with a number of issues 
related to war and what happens after it's over. The title of the chapter comes from the discussion 
over the division of captured goods. One fifth of all captured things (booty) goes to the Prophet so 
he can pay for the needs of the Islamic movement. (He usually gave everything he received away, 
so much so that there was often never even any food in his apartment!) 

The believers are told not to be afraid if they are called upon to fight an enemy. A key phrase is 
contained in verse 38, which sums up the Qur'anic attitude towards those who make war upon 
Allah's community: if you stop your attacks and repent, Allah will forgive you your past actions. If 
you don't, then you will be defeated. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1 

After the Battle of Badr, a lot of 
goods were collected from the 
battlefield. The fleeing Meccans left 
weapons, horses, tents and other things. 
In the evening after the battle, some 
factions of the Muslims began arguing 
over how to divide the war booty. 

The group that collected it thought it 
should be theirs (finders keepers), while 
the groups that either guarded the 
Prophet after the battle or who kept on 
pursuing the enemy felt they should 
have the most for their extra efforts. 

This verse told the believers to let the 
Prophet decide what to do with the war 
booty, and he distributed it evenly. (Ibn 
Kathir ) 


're asking you about the prizes 
(collected after a battle). Say to them, 

" The prizes belong to Allah and His 
Messenger, so be mindful of Allah and 
maintain good relations among you. 

Obey Allah and His Messenger if you're 
(really true) believers” m 

Indeed, believers are those who, when 
they're reminded of Allah, feel a tremor in 
their hearts, and when they hear His 
verses being recited, their faith is 
increased. They let their Lord take care of 
their affairs, m 
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(They're the ones) who establish prayer 
and spend out of the resources that 
We've provided for them. 01 

The Battle of Badr 


These 


are the true believers, and 


they have varying degrees of status, 
(depending upon their efforts), in their 
Lord's sight, as well as forgiveness and a 
generous share of resources (awaiting 
them in the next life), m 


Background Info... v. 5 

Some people said to the Prophet, 
“You marched us here (to Badr) to 
capture the caravan. You never told us 
there would be any fighting, otherwise 
we could have prepared for it." This 
verse was revealed in comment on that. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


(These different grades in status in 
Allah's sight) are evidenced by the fact 
that when your Lord had ordered you to 
leave your home, (Muhammad, to make a 
stand at the wells of Badr) for a true 
purpose, a segment of the believers 
didn't like it, and they argued with you 
(about it), even after the reality (of the 
situation) was made evidently clear. 



(Indeed, they made it seem as if) they 
were being marched off to their own 
deaths right before their own eyes! p-ej 

Allah had promised that one of the 
two (enemy) groups would fall to you. 
Although you were hoping that it would 
be the unprotected (caravan returning to 
Mecca from Syria), Allah wanted to have 
the truth of His words demonstrated. 


He also wanted to cut off the root of 
those who covered over (the light of faith 
within their hearts) so He could 
demonstrate that the truth is true and 
falsehood is a lie, no matter how much 
the bad people hate it. p si 

Allah Helped the Faithful 
at the Battle of Badr 


(Remember) how you had fervently 


asked for the help of your Lord (at the 
Battle of Badr), and He answered you, 
saying, "I will help you with a regiment of 
a thousand angels." pi 


This announcement wasn't made for 
any other purpose than to assure your 
hearts, for there is no help except from 
Allah's presence, and Allah is powerful 
and wise, [uq 


(Remember) how He covered you in a 
state of rest (just before the eve of battle) 
to calm your anxiety (as a gift) from 
Himself, and He made water fall from the 
sky to cleanse you, to remove the stain of 
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Shaytan, to strengthen your hearts and to 
make your stance firm, tin 

(Muhammad,) remember also that 
your Lord inspired the angels (to bring a 
message of hope to your heart that said), 
"I'm with you, so steady the believers. I'm 
going to put terror into the hearts of the 
faithless, so strike at their necks (with 
your weapons) and lop off their fingertips 
(as they brandish their swords against 
you)!" [i2] 


will be in Hellfire - the worst destination! 

[ 16 ) 

It wasn't you who struck them down 
(at the Battle of Badr); it was Allah. When 
you threw (a symbolic handful of pebbles 
at the idol-worshippers as the battle 
commenced, Muhammad), it wasn't 
something you did, but Allah Who did it, 
so He could test the believers with a fine 
test from Himself, for Allah hears and 
knows (all things), [in 


That's (what they deserve) because 
they (dared) to oppose Allah and His 
Messenger. Whoever opposes Allah and 
His Messenger (should know that) Allah is 
severe in administering punishment. [i3] 

" This (defeat at Badr) is for you, (all 
you enemies of Allah), so taste it!" 

Indeed, all those who cover over (their 
natural faith in Allah) will be punished in 
the Fire! [ui 


That's (why the battle took place). 
Truly, Allah thwarts the plans of those 
who cover over (the light of faith within 
their hearts), usi 

(All you faithless Meccans!) If you had 
ever looked for a definitive resolution (in 
your struggles with the believers), then 
there you have it! The resolution has 
come to you, so if you would just stop 
(opposing Allah), it would be better for 
you. 



iyt 


All you who believe! When 
you go forth and engage the 
faithless in battle, never turn 
your backs to them, usj 

If anyone turns his back 
(and runs away) - unless it's 
part of a strategy (to defeat 
the enemy through a trick) or 
to rejoin a battalion - then he's 
going to bring Allah's wrath 
down upon him, and his home 


If you ever return (to fight against the 
believers,) then We'll bring about the 
same (result). The forces under your 
command are of no use to you, no matter 
how numerous they become, for Allah is 
with the believers, (and He helps them to 
achieve victory), [wj 

Obey the Messenger of Allah 

An you who believe! Obey Allah 
and His Messenger. Don't turn away 
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from him when you hear (him speaking), 
nor be like those who say, "We hear," but 
then they don't listen. 120-211 

Truly, the worst creatures in Allah's 
sight are those who (intentionally refuse) 
to hear (when they really can hear) and 
who (refuse to) respond (when they really 
can respond, for they don't use) their 
reason! [221 

If Allah would've known of any good 
(qualities) within them, He would've made 
them listen. However, even if He did 
make them listen, (owing to their current 
state), they would've merely turned away 
and refused (to believe)! 1231 

All you who believe! Respond to Allah 
and His Messenger when He calls you to 
what will give you life. Know that Allah 
can come between a person and his heart 
and that you'll all be gathered back to 
Him. ( 24 J 

Be mindful of the chaos and trials that 
affect more than just the sinners among 
you, and know that Allah is severe in 
punishment. 1251 

Remember how you (Muslims) used to 
be such a small group (in the early days 
of the Prophet's mission). 

Everyone in the land thought you were 
so weak; you were constantly afraid of 
people robbing or kidnapping you, but 
He found a place of refuge for you (in 


Medina) and gave you strength with His 
help. He also provided wholesome 
resources for you, as well, so you could 
be thankful, pei 



Don't Allow Material Concerns 
to Destroy Loyalty 


Background Info... v. 27-28 

When the Banu Qurayzah were on 
the verge of surrendering to the Muslims 
after the Meccan siege of Medina was 
lifted, they asked to see an old friend of 
theirs named Abu Lubaba to get his 
opinion about what they should do. 

They had demanded that the Prophet 
merely exile them for their betrayal of 
the Muslims, but the Prophet would only 
accept their unconditional surrender. 

The leaders of the Banu Qurayzah knew 
they had no choice but to do so, but they 
sent the counter demand that they 
wanted to pick the one who would judge 
them. They were inclined to pick the 
chief of the Auws tribe, Sa’d ibn Mu’adh, 
as he had been friendly with them before 
Islam. So they asked Abu Lubaba his 
opinion about what might befall them if 
they surrendered. 

Abu Lubaba, who was swayed by the 
fact that some of his family and property 
were located in the district of the Banu 
Qurayzah, put his finger over his throat 
and made a cutting motion, implying that 
they shouldn’t accept any deal because 
any judgment they would receive would 
be severe. 
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Abu Lubaba immediately felt 
ashamed, for he knew he had betrayed 
the Prophet by attempting to taint the 
negotiations. 

When he left the fortress of the Banu 
Qurayzah, he immediately went to the 
masjid and tied himself to a pillar, vowing 
not to eat or drink anything until Allah 
forgave him, even if it meant his death. 

After several days he passed out in 
delirium, but then he was revived and 
told that Allah accepted his repentance. 
He then said he would not leave the pillar 
unless the Prophet came and untied him 
with his own hands. The Prophet came 
and did so. 

Abu Lubaba offered to give ail his 
money and property away to 
compensate for his mistake, but the 
Prophet told him to give away only one 
third and that would be sufficient. This 
passage was revealed about this 
Situation. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul) 



the trust of Allah and the Messenger, and 
don't knowingly take things that don't 
belong to you. [ 27 ] 



Know that your property and your 
children are no more than a source of 
testing for you and that with Allah lies 
your most substantial reward. [28] 

Appreciate All that Allah 
did for You 

An you who believe! If you're 
mindful of Allah, then He'll give you a 
standard (to judge between right and 
wrong). 

He'll erase your shortcomings from 
(your record) and forgive you, as well, for 
Allah is the master of tremendous favor. 

[ 29 ] 

Recall how the faithless (idol- 
worshippers of Mecca) plotted against 
you, (Muhammad,) either to imprison 
you, murder you or drive you out (of the 
city). They were making plans, and Allah 
was making plans, and Allah is the best 
planner of all! oo) 
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When Our (revealed) verses were 
recited to them, they said," We heard this 
kind of stuff before. If we ever wanted to, 
we could say things just like this, for these 
(verses) are nothing more than old 
legends." on 


people away from the Sacred Masjid, 
even though they're not its (legitimate) 
guardians? No one but the mindful can 
be its guardians, but most of them don't 
understand. [34] 


Allah will Punish Evil 
in His Own Time 


Background Info... v. 32-33 

An-Nadr ibn ai-Harith, a vile poet of 
the Quraysh, had said the things 
mentioned in this verse to the Prophet in 
the days when the Prophet was still living 
in Mecca. In effect, an-Nadr denied 
revelation and even dared Allah to 
punish him. This was originally 
commented upon by the Qur’an (in a 
Meccan revelation) in verses 70:1-3, and 
now the punishment he asked for befell 
him, as an-Nadr was one of those 
captured and later killed after Badr. 
(Some reports say he was killed in the 
battle itself.) (Nisa’i, Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


Tvlso remember how they said, "O 
Allah, if all of this is really the truth from 
You, then (we dare You) to send a shower 
of stones down upon us from the sky. 
Punish us as hard (as You can)!" m 

However, Allah wasn't going to punish 
them as long as you were still living there 
among them, nor was He going to do it 
while they still had time to repent. 133) 

So what reason is there for Allah not to 
punish them now, since they're keeping 



Their prayers at the House (of Allah) 
are no more than whistling and the 
clapping of hands. (The only answer such 
foolish prayers can receive is,) "Suffer the 
punishment for your rejection (of Allah's 
truth)!" [ 35 ) 


Background Info... v. 36-37 

After the Battle of Badr was over, the 
pagan Meccans were distraught with 
grief over their losses of both men and 
honor. Abu Sufyan, who had safely 
guided the precious Meccan caravan in 
from Syria, was called upon by his people 
to donate money from the trading 
enterprise to raise a new army to fight 
the Muslims once more. He made a 
public call for the other investors to do 
likewise. When news of this reached 
Medina, this passage was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Those who cover over (the truth of 
Allah in their hearts) only spend their 
money to hold people back from the 
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path of Allah, and that's how they're 
going to keep on spending it. 

In the end, they'll have nothing more 
than regrets, and they'll be overwhelmed 
(in despair). 

Then the faithless will be gathered 
together at (the edge of) Hellfire so Allah 
can separate the tainted from the pure 
and also so He can pile the tainted 
(sinners) in a heap and throw them all 
into Hellfire. They're the ones who will be 
utterly lost! [36-371 

Making Peace With Your Enemies 

all those who cover over (their 
ability to believe) that if they stop (their 
opposition to Allah's cause), then their 
past (sins) will be forgiven for them, but if 
they persist, then the example of the 
ancients is there (for all to see as a 
warning). [ 38 i 



Go on fighting them until chaos and 
disorder have ceased and until Allah's 
way of life prevails, but if (the faithless) 
end (their attacks upon you, then know 
that) Allah sees everything that they're 
doing. (39] 


If they refuse (to make peace), then 
know that Allah is your close comrade, 
and He's the protector of all and the best 
source of aid! (401 

How Allah Helps 

the Believers in Wartime 

K.now that out of all the captured 
goods you gain, a fifth of it is reserved for 
Allah and for the Messenger and for close 
relatives (who are in need), as well as for 
orphans and (stranded) travelers. 

(So all you believers, don't be upset 
when that amount is deducted from the 
total distribution of goods,) if you really 
have faith in Allah and in (the victory) We 
sent down to Our servant on a Decisive 
Day, the day when the two forces met (at 
battle at Badr), for Allah has power over 
all things. (4ii 

(Remember) how you were on one 
edge of the valley and (the enemy) was 
on the other, and (remember) how the 
caravan was located on lower ground 
than you. Even if you had made an 
appointment in advance, you couldn't 
have timed it so well. 

However, it was a foregone conclusion 
in Allah's (plan) so that those who lived 
and died (that day) could do so knowing 
full well (that Allah had arranged this). 
Allah is indeed the Hearing and the 
Knowing! [421 
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Obey Allah and His Messenger, and 
don't argue with each other, for you 
might lose your resolve and diminish your 
strength. Be patient and carry on, for 
Allah is with those who are patient and 
carry on. (4ei 


Don't be like those (pagans of Mecca) 
who started from their homes puffed up 
with pride only so other people would 
see them. 


(Remember) that in your dream Allah 
made it seem to you that they were few 
in number. 

If He had shown you how large a force 
they really were, you would've been 
discouraged, and you would've certainly 
second-guessed yourself, but Allah 
preserved you in your decision, for He 
knows (how your) hearts (work). [43] 

(Remember) that when you met (the 
enemy in battle), He made them seem to 
you like a much smaller force than they 
actually were, and He made you seem 
fewer in number, likewise. 

That was so Allah could bring to a 
conclusion something that was already 
determined, for all issues go back to 
Allah. [44] 

All you who believe! When you meet 
an (enemy) force, be firm and remember 
Allah often so you can be successful, psi 


(Their goal) was to delay others from 
joining the path of Allah, but Allah 
surrounds whatever they do! [47] 

How a ‘Shaytan’ was Defeated 


Background Info... v. 48 

The ‘satan’ referred to here in this 
verse was a powerful desert chieftain 
named Suraqah ibn Malik through whom 
Shaytan made false promises to the 
Meccans. 

When the army of the Quraysh was 
mustering and preparing to leave Mecca, 
the Meccans were more than a little 
apprehensive about marching out and 
leaving their city undefended. (The 
Quraysh had a rivalry with a bedouin 
tribe called the Banu Bakr, who might 
take the opportunity to raid Mecca.) 

Suraqah, who lived in the vicinity of 
the Banu Bakr, came riding into Mecca, 
flanked by strong warriors of his own, 
and promised the Meccans that he 
would restrain the ill-will of the Banu 
Bakr. Then he told the Meccans that no 
people would ever beat them that day, 
as long as he was on their side. (As 
recorded in this verse.) 
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During the battle, however, when it 
looked like the Meccans were about to 
be routed, Suraqah said what the ending 
of this verse quotes him as saying, and 
then he fled from the battlefield, much 
to the astonishment of the Quraysh. 
(Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 


(Remember) how Shaytan made their 
actions seem good to them and how he 
told them, "No people can ever beat you 
today as long as I'm near you." 


However, when the two forces came in 
full view of each other, (Shaytan) turned 
on his heels and said, "I'm free of you! I 
see what you don't see. I'm afraid of 
Allah, and Allah is harsh in punishment!" 

[ 48 ] 

The Worst of All Creatures 



hypocrites and the sick at heart 


say," These people are being fooled by 
their religion!" 


what your own hands have sent ahead - 
and Allah is never unfair to His servants!" 

[ 51 ] 


(Their deeds) are like those of 
Pharaoh's people and those who went 
before them. They rejected the signs of 
their Lord, so Allah seized them for their 
sins, and Allah is strong and harsh in 
punishment. [S 2 ] 

That's because Allah will never 
(suddenly withdraw) the favors that He's 
granted to a people unless they change 
their souls (for the worst), and Allah 
listens and knows. [S3] 

As for Pharaoh's people and those 
who went before them, they denied the 
signs of their Lord, so We destroyed them 
for their sins. We even drowned 
Pharaoh's (army), for they were indeed 
corrupt. [54] 

Who is the Most Despicable? 


However, if someone trusts in Allah, 
(that's the best thing to do), for Allah is 
powerful and wise! [49) 

If you could just see it - when the 
angels take the souls of those who 
rejected (faith) - how they're going to 
beat their faces and their backs. 

(And then when they enter Hellfire, 
they'll be told,) "Suffer the punishment of 
the raging flame! isoi That's (the 
punishment you deserve) because of 


Background Info... v. 55-56 

These verses were revealed about the 
Banu Qurayzah tribe of Medina that was 
obligated by treaty to help the Muslims 
repel the Meccans’ grand alliance that 
came to attack Medina during the Battle 
of the Trench. Instead, when 
representatives from the previously 
expelled Banu Nadir secretly approached 
the Banu Qurayzah to defect, the chief of 
the Banu Qurayzah tribe caved in under 
pressure and agreed to betray the 
Muslims. 
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Truly , the worst creatures in the sight 
of Allah are those who cover over (their 
awareness of His truth) and who have no 
faith, [ss] 

They're the ones with whom you may 
make a treaty, but who then break their 
treaties every time. They literally have no 
concern for Allah! [ 56 ] 

Therefore, if you ever gain the upper 
hand over them on the battlefield, scatter 
them completely, so that those who come 
after them will have a lesson to consider. 

1571 

If you fear a double-cross from any 
group, then throw back (their treaty at 
them) so you'll at least be on an even 
level with them, for Allah has no love for 
the treacherous, [sai 

Prefer Peace 

but be Prepared for War 

Don't let those who cover over (their 
inner awareness of the truth) think that 
they can make progress (against Allah), 
for they can't escape (the punishment 
they deserve), psi 

Keep yourselves prepared against 
them to the best of your ability, especially 
with a strong mobile force that can strike 
fear into Allah's enemies and your 
enemies and also other (potential 
enemies) about whom you know nothing, 
but about whom Allah knows. 


Whatever you spend in the cause of 
Allah will be repaid to you, and you won't 
be treated unfairly. [601 

(Remember) that if the enemy leans 
towards peace, then you also must 
pursue the path of peace. Trust in Allah, 
for He's the Hearing and the Knowing, ten 

Be Aware of False Intentions 

(you find) that they're really trying 
to trick you (through false peace talks,) 
then Allah is enough for you (against 
them). 

He's the One Who strengthened your 
hand by His help and (with the aid) of the 
(faithful) believers. [62] 

He united the hearts of the believers 
(in brotherhood, even though they came 
from so many diverse backgrounds). 



Even if you spent everything on earth, 
you never could've produced that kind of 
heartfelt (unity by your own efforts), but 
Allah brought them together, for He is 
powerful and wise. [ 63 i 
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You can Win against 
Twice Your Number 


O Prophet! Allah is enough for you 
and for those who follow you among the 
believers, imi 


O Prophet! Rally the believers to 
battle. If there are twenty among you 
who persevere, they can beat two 
hundred; if a hundred, they can beat a 
thousand of the faithless, for those who 
cover over (their ability to have faith) are 
devoid of reason, issi 


For the moment, Allah has eased (your 
burden), because He knows you're at a 
disadvantage (in men and material). 

As it is now, if there are a hundred 
persevering people among you, they can 
beat two hundred. If a thousand, they 
can beat two thousand by Allah's leave, 
for Allah is with the persevering. [66) 

Prisoners of War 

It's not right for a prophet to start 
taking prisoners of war (wholesale in 
order to collect their ransoms) when he 
hasn't even subdued the land. 


You (believers) want the temporary 
goods of this lower world, while Allah 
wants (to give you the rewards) of the 
next life, and Allah is powerful and wise. 

( 67 ) 


Background Info... v. 68-69 

Before the Battle of Badr, the 
Prophet told his men that some people 
from his own tribe of Banu Hashim were 
in the pagan army and that they had no 
desire to fight the Muslims, but they had 
been compelled to join the Meccan 
force. 

He, therefore, asked the Muslims that 
if they recognized any men from his own 
clan to spare them in the battle. (1 bn Is¬ 
haq) They could then ransom them later. 


If it wasn't for prior permission granted 
by Allah, you would've been punished 
severely for (the ransoms) you took, but 
go ahead and lawfully enjoy (the profits) 
you previously made from the war 
(through prisoner release payments), but 
be mindful of Allah, for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful, res-69] 


The Case of ‘Abbas, 
One Captive of Badr 


Background Info... v. 70-71 

The Prophet's uncle ‘Abbas was one 
of those Meccans taken prisoner. He 
had in his possession twenty ounces of 
gold, as he was one of the 
quartermasters of the Meccan army who 
was charged with buying food for the 
men. 

When the Prophet came to see him, 
‘Abbas said he had been a secret Muslim 
in Mecca. Then he asked if he could be 
freed and if that gold could be used to 
pay for his ransom. 
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The Prophet declined, saying that 
only Allah knew if he was a true Muslim, 
for he had marched against the Muslims. 

This verse was revealed to the 
Prophet in answer to Abbas’ question. 
Then the Prophet said that the gold in 
question was part of the funds used to 
fight against the Muslims and was thus 
forfeit. 

The Prophet then made ‘Abbas 
responsible for ransoming his nephew 
‘Aqeel, as well. ‘Abbas began to plead 
poverty, but then the Prophet asked him 
about the gold he had left with his wife 
for her and her sons’ upkeep should 
anything happen to him at Badr. 

‘Abbas was astonished and asked 
how the Prophet knew about his secret 
savings and its purpose. The Prophet 
replied, “Allah told me about it.” ‘Abbas 
declared that no one knew what he had 
done except himself and Allah, and then 
he declared himself a true and sincere 
Muslim. 

Later on, when the Prophet was 
distributing the spoils of Badr in Medina, 
‘Abbas came and asked for some, too. 
The Prophet said he could take some, 
and ‘Abbas stuffed his robe full of 
whatever he could fit in its folds. 

He asked for help to carry everything, 
but the Prophet refused to help him. So 
‘Abbas dropped several things and 
hobbled away clutching as much 
treasure as he could manage, leaving an 
astonished Prophet puzzling over his 
uncle’s greediness. 

In later years, after his fortunes had 
risen twenty-fold, ‘Abbas used to say 
that Allah repaid him that twenty ounces 
of gold he lost by increasing his wealth 
twenty times - a prophecy in this verse 
for him that came true! (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


O Prophet! Say to the captives that 
you're holding, "If Allah finds any good in 
your hearts, then He'll give you 
something better than what's been taken 
from you , and He'll forgive you , for Allah 
is forgiving and merciful." pro] 


If any of them intend to betray you, 
then (know that) they've already betrayed 
Allah. That's why He gave you power 
over them, for Allah is full of knowledge 
and wisdom, mi 


Walking on the Path to Allah 

Those who believe and migrate and 
who struggle with their wealth and their 
lives in the cause of Allah, as well as those 
who give them refuge and help - they're 
the close comrades of each other. 


As for those who believe but who 
don't migrate (from a hostile land), you're 
not obligated to protect them until they 
migrate (to an Islamic territory). 

Though if they seek your help in 
religious matters, then it's your duty to 
help them, unless it would be against a 
people with whom you've made a treaty. 
Remember that Allah is watching 
everything you do. 1721 

Those who cover over (their ability to 
believe) are the best friends of each 
other. 
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Unless you (trust each other) likewise, 
then there will be turmoil throughout the 
earth and great corruption besides. P3] 

Those who believe, who migrate and 
who strive in the cause of Allah, along 
with those who give them refuge and 
help them - they're the real believers! 

They'll have forgiveness and a 
generous share of resources (in 
Paradise), p4) 

Those who believe later on, who 
migrate and strive hard alongside of 
you, are one with you, as well, but ties of 
family have precedence (in legal 


matters) in the Book of Allah, and Allah 
knows about all things, psi 
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Repentance 

9 At-Tazvbah 
aka Al-Bara'ah 
Late Medinan Period 


Introduction 

This is the only chapter of the Qur'an that does not begin with an invocation of Allah's mercy. 
There have been various explanations as to why the traditional phrase of “In the Name of Allah'' 
was left off. Many early Muslims were under the impression that it might be something of a 
continuation of the last chapter, (and this was the opinion of Caliph Uthman,) while the 
complimentary view in modern times is that this chapter is unlike all other chapters both in initial 
tone and content, in that it seems from the outset to be stern and full of warnings to both the 
remaining pagans of Arabia and the hypocrites. ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib explained it exactly in this way by 
saying that to begin in Allah's name is to have the assurance of His protection, but in this chapter, 
the opening lines are a revocation of Allah's protection, and thus the introductory invocation of 
Allah is left off. (Ma’ariful Qur'an) 

The hidden subtext in this chapter is that Islam was now unstoppable and was clearly on track to 
ultimate victory. If that weren't a good enough sign for the remaining pagans of Arabia (some of 
whom had violated their previously signed treaties with the Prophet) and the hypocrites (who still 
foolishly thought they could stop the progress of Islam), then they truly were as twisted as the 
Qur'an made them out to be and were, by extension, unworthy of fellowship or entry into Mecca - 
Allah's holy sanctuary. 

So verses 1-37 were revealed soon after the conquest of Mecca with a clear purpose: to cancel 
all treaties made between the treacherous pagans and the Muslim state - only guarantying the 
peace for the remainder of the traditional truce months. The Muslims were commanded, however, 
to continue to honor the treaties they had with those pagan tribes that adhered faithfully to their 
end of the bargain until the treaty durations expired, even as they were reminded of the looming 
Byzantine threat to the north. 

Here is the background for the remaining verses in this chapter. Verses 38-72 were revealed in 
the middle part of the year 629, and they concern the Prophet's efforts to organize an army for the 
journey to Tabuk, a border town that was located at the northernmost reaches of Arabia. Here are 
the events that led up to the Prophet's call to arms. Local client rulers of the Byzantines (the 
Ghassanids) had murdered some of the Prophet's envoys. So the Prophet felt obligated to organize 
a military response. Late in the year 629, he sent a force of three thousand men (under the 
command of his adopted son, Zayd ibn Harith) to Syria, to show that such brutality would not go 
unanswered. After receiving a call for help from Suhrabil ibn Amr, the king of Basra, the Byzantine 
Emperor Heraclius sent an army of his own, commanded by his brother Theophanous (Theodore), 
which, drawing upon many local allied Arab tribes, swelled the defenders to anywhere from 10,000 
to 100,000 men. (The reports differ and are sometimes greatly exaggerated.) The two armies met 
in Syria at the famous Battle of Mu'tah. 
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Regardless of the true number of enemy troops, the odds against the Muslims were bad, and by 
all rights the Muslims should have been vanquished handily. On the eve of battle, one companion 
named 'Abdullah ibn Ruwahah said to the uneasy Muslims: "Men, what you're disliking is the same 
thing that you've come out in search of, in other words, martyrdom. We're not fighting the enemy 
with numbers or the strength of multitudes, but we're confronting them with this religion that Allah 
has honored us with. So come on! Both prospects are fine: victory or martyrdom.” Then the men 
said, "By Allah, Ibn Ruwahah is right." 

When the battle commenced, the Byzantine's massive numbers threatened to drown out the 
Muslims. However, the Muslims used stunningly unorthodox cavalry tactics and were able to avoid 
being swallowed up by the endless sea of Byzantines. Zayd eventually fell in the battle, however, 
and his lieutenant, Ja'far ibn Abi Talib, took command. When he, too, fell, the third man to take 
control of the Muslim force, 'Abdullah ibn Ruwahah, said aloud to those around him, "O my soul! If 
you're not killed, you're bound to die anyway. This is the fate of death overtaking you. What you 
wished for, you've been granted. If you do what they (Zayd and Ja’far) have done, then you're 
guided aright!" He fell in the battle shortly thereafter. (Meanwhile, back in Medina, the Prophet 
sorrowfully informed the people about the death of those prominent companions, before news had 
ever reached the city. When Ja'far's family was informed of what the Prophet had foreseen, they 
began to weep uncontrollably, and the Prophet asked them not to weep, for Ja'far was, he 
explained, now in Paradise.) 

After fierce and desperate fighting, Khalid ibn Walid was given command and led a fighting 
retreat complete with a clever ruse to make it seem as if he were receiving fresh troops. The 
Byzantines, being stunned by the fierce bravado of the Muslims, also withdrew, but not before 
claiming victory. When Khalid led the beleaguered survivors back to Medina, some people actually 
started berating the men as cowards who should have died on the battlefield (citing verses 8:15-16). 
However, the Prophet came out and stopped the people from saying this, telling them, "No, they're 
strugglers in Allah's cause who will fight again another day." (Verses 8:65-66 were revealed 
allowing Muslims to retreat if the odds were more than two to one against them.) 

The bold move of the Muslims did impress many southern Syrian and southern Iraqi tribes, and 
thousands of people from these semi-independent tribes (who were previously allied to either the 
Byzantines or Persians) accepted Islam. According to the historian Nicephorus, Heraclius was 
aware of this problem and traveled to Antioch to plan his next move. His strategy would involve, 
not surprisingly, brute force. The Byzantines sought to crush the progress of Islam by harassing and 
oppressing any tribes that converted. (Eventually they began to position troops for a proposed 
assault on Medina, itself!) After the Byzantines began executing some tribal chieftains who had 
accepted Islam, and with scattered reports that the Byzantines were organizing Syrian Arabs for an 
invasion of the south, the Prophet had no choice but to organize an army to meet this northern 
threat. 

So in September of the year 630, the Prophet himself marched an army of 30,000 people 
(including many women volunteers) northward to Tabuk in response to the threat of the 
Byzantines. (Many hypocrites sought exemptions from service, however, and feared leaving 
Medina due to the fact that the Muslims were so poorly equipped. There was also a heat wave 
afflicting the region, dampening the enthusiasm of the weak at heart.) The Byzantines, however, 
still smarting from their experience at Mu'tah, wound up withdrawing all their forces from northern 
Arabia, and no actual fighting took place. 
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The Prophet used his time in the region (about twenty days) to cement further alliances and also 
to extract promises of tribute from those tribes that had previously helped the Byzantines, 
particularly the Ghassanid tribe. (Some local chieftains, impressed with the Muslims, began to 
convert, as well.) This successful expedition by the Prophet resulted in offers of allegiance from 
rulers and chiefs all over the Arabian Peninsula, southern Syria and southern Iraq. And so, the 
Prophet returned to Medina at the head of a successful mission. Then, verses 73-129 were revealed 
after the Prophet returned home, and they address a variety of issues related mostly to this 
campaign and also to the hypocrites. 


Background Info... v. 1-2 

The Prophet had peace treaties with 
many pagan bedouin tribes, and some 
honored them while others continued to 
raid Muslim interests. 

After the fall of Mecca, the Muslim 
situation became more secure, and the 
shaky treaties that provided at least a 
semblance of security for the Muslims in 
Medina could be reevaluated based on 
current conditions. 

Those bedouins who honored their 
treaties would continue to enjoy them, 
but those bedouins who used their 
treaties as a shield to hide behind, 
striking out when they pleased, were put 
on notice that their treaties were being 
cancelled after the passage of the sacred 
months. 

And so the Prophet was “exempted" 
from honoring treaties with those who 
did not honor them with him. This 
revelation gave fair warning to all of 
Arabia, and thus the scholars conclude 
that any Muslim government is required 
to make public its repudiation of any 
treaties before taking any action against 
its enemies. 


( 1 his is a declaration) of exemption 
from Allah and His Messenger to those 
pagan tribes with whom you've made 
treaties, (and who've been unfaithful to 
them), in 

You (idol-worshippers) may travel 
(safely) anywhere you wish throughout 
the land during the (next) four months, 
but know that your (treacherous) deeds 
will never frustrate Allah, for Allah is 
certainly going to bring humiliation down 
upon those who reject (the truth), pi 
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(This is) an announcement from Allah 
and His Messenger to all the people 
gathered on the day of the Great 
Pilgrimage (in Mecca) that Allah and His 
Messenger are dissolving all (treaty) 
obligations with the idol-worshippers. 

If you (treacherous idol-worshippers) 
would only repent, it would be best for 
you, but if you turn away, then know that 
you can't frustrate Allah, so give the news 
of a painful punishment to those who 
cover over (their faith), pi 



(However, those treaties) that you've 
made with those idol-worshippers who 
have been faithful to the terms, and who 
didn't give aid to any of your enemies, 
are not cancelled, so fulfill your 
obligations with them to the end of (each 
treaty's) term. Truly, Allah loves those 
who are mindful (of their obligations), m 

Now when the truce months have 
passed, fight the (double-crossing) idol- 
worshippers wherever you find them. 
Capture them, surround their 
(settlements) and ambush them at every 
outpost. 


However, if they repent, establish 
prayers and give in charity, then leave 
them to their way, for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful, isi 

If an individual idol-worshipper asks 
you for security, then grant safe passage 
to him so he can have the opportunity to 
hear the word of Allah. Then escort him 
to a place where he can be safe. 

(They deserve this gracious treatment), 
for they're a people who don't know 
(about Allah's way of life). iej 

Those Who Break Treaties 
willfully must be Opposed 

How can there be a treaty with idol- 
worshippers in the sight of Allah and His 
Messenger, other than with those with 
whom you've made a treaty near the 
Sacred Masjid? 

As long as they're true (in their word) 
to you, then stay true (in your word) to 
them, for Allah loves those who are 
mindful (of their honest obligations), m 

Again, how can (there be treaties with 
idol-worshippers), especially given the 
fact that if they overpowered you, they 
would neither respect family ties nor 
treaty obligations? 

They say what you want to hear, but 
their hearts are filled with hatred towards 
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you, for most of them are disobedient 
wrongdoers, m 

They've sold the signs of Allah for a 
miserable price and have hindered 
people from His way. What they've done 
is utterly criminal! pi 

Truly, when it comes to a believer, they 
neither respect family ties nor obligations, 
and thus they'll go beyond all bounds! uoi 

Yet, despite all of that, if they repent, 
establish prayer and give in charity, then 
they'll become your brothers in religion. 
That's how We explain the verses for 
people who understand, tni 

However, if they betray their 
agreements after giving their word and 
then taunt you about your religion, then 
fight the leaders of rejection, for they 
have no beliefs that would constrain 
them, mi 

And shouldn'tyou fight against people 
who betray their agreements and plot to 
drive away the Messenger and who take 
aggressive action against you first? Are 
you scared of them? By all rights, you 
should fear Allah, if you truly believe, mi 

So fight against them, and Allah will 
punish them by your hands and humiliate 
them. (He'll) help you against them and 
heal the (bruised) feelings of the believers 
by calming the sense of outrage within 
their hearts. 


Allah turns toward whomever He 
wants, and Allah is full of knowledge and 
wisdom. IM IS] 



Did you think you were just going to 
be left alone before Allah could 
distinguish who among you has striven 
hard (in His cause) and who has 
restrained himself from taking others as 
close intimates in preference to Allah, His 
Messenger and (the community of) 
believers? Allah is well-informed of all 
that you do. uei 

Only the Righteous Must Control 
Places of Worship 


Background Info... v. 17-22 

This passage was revealed in 
response to the ongoing sayings of many 
of the Meccans that they were sincere 
custodians of Allah's holy shrine in 
Mecca. The words of the Prophet’s 
uncle ‘Abbas, who was captured several 
years before this revelation at the Battle 
of Badr, show the influence of this 
viewpoint. 
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When he was brought to Medina, 
many of his relatives who had become 
Muslim and who had migrated with the 
Prophet began scolding him for believing 
in idols and cutting off family ties. 

‘Ali ibn Abi Talib was especially hard 
in his accusations. ‘Abbas said in his 
defense, “What's wrong with you, for 
you're only mentioning our shortcomings 
and not our strong points?" 

When ‘Ali asked what those were, 
‘Abbas replied, “We (pagans) fill the 
sacred shrine with pilgrims; we serve the 
Ka'bah, and we give water to the 
pilgrims while freeing those in debt." 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 

Later on, after ‘Abbas had accepted 
Islam, he had a discussion with ‘Ali ibn 
Abi Talib and Talhah ibn Shaybah in 
which he and Talhah boasted of their 
services to the Ka'bah. ‘Ali replied that 
he had been praying facing the Ka'bah 
six months before any of them, and he 
also was striving with the Prophet all 
along, and so his service to Allah was 
more valuable than their services to the 
Ka'bah. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


It's not the place of idol-worshippers 
to maintain the prayer-houses of Allah, 
for they've given proof against 
themselves that they reject (Him). Their 
efforts are useless, and they're going to 
dwell in the Fire, m 

Allah's prayer-houses must be 
maintained only by those who believe in 
Allah and the Last Day and who establish 
prayer, give in charity and fear none but 
Allah. 


They're the ones who (can be 
considered) to be rightly guided; (so, 
they'll treat those places of worship with 
proper respect), usi 

Are you (idol-worshippers of the 
opinion) that merely giving water to 
pilgrims and maintaining the Sacred 
Masjid (in Mecca) is somehow equal to 
(the sacrifices made for Allah's sake) by 
those who (truly) believe in Allah and the 
Last Day and who struggled in the cause 
of Allah? 

They're not equal in Allah's sight, and 
Allah doesn't guide an oppressive people. 

[ 19 ] 

Those who believed (in Allah), who 
migrated and who struggled in the cause 
of Allah with their wealth and their lives, 
are more valuable in the sight of Allah, 
and they are the ones who will be 
successful. [20] 

Their Lord has given them the good 
news of mercy from His Own 
Self, of His satisfaction and of 
gardens filled with everlasting 
delights that will (be theirs) 
forever! 

They will live within them 
forever, and with Allah are the greatest 
rewards! (21-22] 
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Making the Choice 


Background Info... v. 23-24 

When new converts to Islam in Mecca 
were asked to migrate to Medina, they 
were often inundated with requests 
from their non-Muslim relatives to stay 
where they were. Even after the 
Conquest of Mecca, converts from the 
pagan tribes of the countryside 
continued to face this familial pressure 
to remain at home. This passage asks 
such converts to make a choice: either 
remain with the pagans for worldly 
reasons or migrate for the sake of Allah. 

( Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 


A„ you who believe! Don't take 
your fathers or your brothers as close 
friends if they love concealing (the truth 
of Allah) more than having faith (in Him). 
Anyone who does that is doing wrong. p3i 

Say (to the believers, who may be 
inclined to remain among their pagan 
relatives ,)" If your fathers, brothers, 
spouses, relatives, financial gains, trade 
deals that you're afraid will suffer or the 
lovely homes you live in are more 
beloved to you than Allah, His Messenger 
or in struggling in His cause, then you just 
wait until Allah's command comes to 
pass. Allah doesn't guide people who are 
rebellious." [24] 

Allah Helps the Righteous 

As it is, Allah has already helped you 
on many battlefields. On the day of (the 


Battle of) Hunayn, however, when your 
great numbers made you feel 
overconfident - that by itself did nothing 
for you. 

The wide earth hemmed you in (as you 
passed through the narrow valley and 
were suddenly taken by surprise in 
ambush). And so you turned back in 
retreat, psi 



Then Allah sent His tranquility down 
upon the Messenger and upon the 
believers, and He sent forces (of angels) 
you couldn't even see. And so He 
punished the faithless, and that's how He 
repays those who cover (the light of faith 
within their hearts), peg 

Then after that, Allah accepted the 
repentance of whomever He wanted to 
from among those (who fled after the 
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initial ambush), for Allah is the forgiving 
and merciful. 


Background Info... v. 28 

After the conquest of Mecca, pagan 
pilgrims continued to enter Mecca, and 
they continued to perform their religious 
rites, sometimes naked, often clapping 
and whistling, as they were wont to do. 
So after a short time had passed, the 
Prophet forbade the future entry of 
idolaters into Mecca, and this verse was 
the source for his ruling. (Ma'arifui Qur’an) 


All you who believe! The idol- 
worshippers are impure, so don't let them 
come near the Sacred Masjid after this 
year of theirs has passed. If you're afraid 
of becoming poor (on account of the 
financial losses that this ban might cause), 
then Allah will enrich you as He wills from 
His Own bounty, for Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, psi 

Be Prepared to Defend Yourselves 


F.Y.I. 

In the context of history, this verse 
was revealed after the Byzantine Empire 
had already become openly hostile to the 
Muslims of Medina and a war footing 
was in place. The purpose of this verse is 
to give a powerful call for the Muslims to 
face a declared enemy that happened to 
be culturally Christian (the Byzantines). 


(L/on't be afraid to) fight against 
those who don't believe in Allah and the 
Last Day, who don't forbid what Allah and 


His Messenger have forbidden, and who 
don't accept the true way of life. 

(If) those who received the scripture 
(before you make war upon you, then 
fight them) until they (agree) to pay (an 
annual) tax from their own hand, 
understanding that they've been 
subdued, psi 



When a Holy Man 
is Overly Magnified 


The Jews call (the ancient scholar) 
Ezra a son of God, and the Christians call 
(Jesus) the Messiah a son of God, but 
those are just phrases from their mouths. 


They do nothing more than copy what 
the faithless in ancient times used to say. 
Allah's curse is upon them, and they're 
greatly deceived! ooi 
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They've taken their theologians and 
saints as lords in place of Allah (by 
obeying them in everything), and also the 
Messiah, the son of Mary, as well, even 
though they were ordered to serve none 
but the One God alone - there is no god 
besides Him! He is far more glorified 
than the partners they attribute to Him! 

mi 

This is the True Religion 
and it will Win in the End 

They want to put out the light of 
Allah's (truth) with their mouths, but Allah 
won't allow anything but the perfection 
of His light to be completed, no matter 
how much the faithless hate it. [321 

He's the One Who sent His Messenger 
with guidance and the true way of life so 
that it can prevail over all other ways of 
life, no matter how much the idol- 
worshippers hate it. (331 

Beware the Corruption 
of “Men of Cod” 

A„ you who believe! Truly, there are 
many theologians and saints who falsely 
eat up the wealth of the people, and thus 
they divert them from Allah's path. 

There are those who stow away 
(untaxed) gold and silver without 
spending it in Allah's way, so give them 
the news of a painful punishment. ( 34 ) 



(That will be) a day when (their wealth) 
will be made burning hot in the fires of 
Hell, and it will be used to brand their 
foreheads, their sides and their backs. 

" This is what you stowed away for 
yourselves! Now experience (the value) 
of what you stowed awayT psi 

Don't Alter the Calendar 
to Gain an Advantage 


Background Info... v. 36-37 

Of the twelve months, the pagan 
Arabs set aside four as holy or truce 
months. During those months, people 
were encouraged to travel for religious 
purposes and for trade, and hostilities 
were supposed to be suspended. 

This was the custom since time 
immemorial in the Arabian Peninsula, but 
the various pagan groups played with 
this sanctity by arbitrarily postponing 
holy month restrictions as it suited them 
by changing the date or inserting an 
extra month at will. 

And so one side in a war between 
cities or tribes might stop their own 
offensive activities, while another might 
continue theirs, saying they Ve delaying 
the start of the holy month's restrictions 
upon them. This was, of course, a 
chaotic mockery of the concept of truce 
months. 
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So then in their ongoing struggle with 
the pagans of Arabia, the Muslims were 
often at a disadvantage, for the pagans 
would postpone or advance the 
restrictions of the truce months at their 
whim. 

Meanwhile the Muslims would be 
divided about what to do when attacked 
in a holy month, with some wanting to 
defend themselves and others hesitant 
to respond and violate the sanctity of the 
truce month. This passage was revealed 
to inform the Muslims that if the pagans 
violate the truce months, then they 
should be united together in confronting 
them. (IbnKathir) 



are twelve numbered months 


in Allah's sight, and this was recorded by 
Him on the day He created the heavens 
and the earth. 



They make it lawful one year (to 
violate a restricted month) and forbidden 
another year. They adjust the number of 
months restricted by Allah, so (in their 
eyes) restricted months become lawful! 


Four of them have sacred restrictions, 
and that's the established custom, so do 
no wrong against yourselves within them 
(by violating this rule). 


The evil of their actions seems good to 
them, but Allah won't guide a people 
who cover over (their faith), p?] 

Answer the Call to Fight 


Fight against the idol-worshippers in a 
united front, even as they fight against 
you in a united front (even during the 
restricted months,) but know that Allah is 
with those who are mindful (of Him), pei 

Suddenly postponing (restricted 
months) is an added degree of (trying) to 
cover over (Allah's truth), and those who 
cover over (their awareness of the truth) 
are led into doing wrong on account of it. 


Background Info... v. 38-42 

In the year 630, the Prophet received 
word from visiting Syrian olive traders 
that the Byzantines had amassed an 
army and were preparing an attack on 
Medina. 

Apparently, word of the success of 
Islam had reached the Byzantine 
emperor Heraclius, and he was not one 
to allow a new power to rise, especially 
since he had recently concluded a 
terrible war with the Persians in the year 
627. 
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And so the Byzantines mobilized and 
began operations against any Arab tribes 
that were inclined towards Islam in 
southern Iraq and Syria. 

The Prophet organized his followers 
to march northward to meet this new 
challenge. The Expedition to Tabuk, as it 
came to be called, saw no combat, as the 
Byzantines withdrew unexpectedly. Yet, 
the Prophet's hand was strengthened in 
southern Syria and Iraq when he 
contracted alliances with local rulers all 
over the area. 

A faction of hypocrites decided to 
remain in Medina and thus weakened the 
potential size and resources of the 
expedition. Their cowardice is what this 
passage is referencing. 


An you who believe! What's wrong 
with you? When you're called to go out 
and fight in the cause of Allah, suddenly 
you hold tightly to the earth? 

Do you love the life of this world more 
than the next life? But the life of this 
world provides such little comfort when 
compared to the life of the next! psi 

If you don't go out, then He'll punish 
you severely, and then He'll just replace 
you with another people. You bring no 
harm upon Him at all (by refusing to 
answer His call), for He has power over all 
things. [39] 

If you don't help (Muhammad against 
the Byzantine Romans,) then (you should 
know that) Allah helped him when the 


faithless drove him away (from Mecca 
and tried to hunt him down). 


] 



He was just one of two (men hiding 
out) in a cave when he said to his 
companion, (Abu Bakr, who was afraid 
that the Meccans would capture them), 
"Don't be afraid, for Allah is with us." 

Then Allah sent His peacefulness down 
upon him, and (later, at the Battle of 
Badr,) He strengthened him with forces 
(of angels) that you couldn't even see. 

He brought down the (boasting) 
claims of the faithless completely, for 
Allah's word is the highest of all. Allah is 
indeed powerful and wise, hoi 

March out, whether lightly or heavily 
equipped, and strive with your wealth 
and your persons in the cause of Allah. 
That's best for you if you only knew, mi 

If there were going to be a guaranteed 
profit and an easy journey, then they 
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would all follow you, but it's going to be 
a far distance, (and it will be hard) on 
them, so much so that (many of them are 
falsely) swearing, "If only we could make 
it, then we would certainly accompany 
you." 

They're destroying themselves (with 
their false assertions), for Allah knows that 
they're lying. [ 42 ] 

On those Who Made Excuses and 
Remained at Home 


Background Info... v. 43 

The Prophet, being soft-hearted, 
began granting exemptions to people 
from the general mobilization he had 
called for earlier for the two-week march 
northward to Syria. (Many of these 
exemptions were granted to people who 
were otherwise fit for service.) 


l\/lay Allah forgive you 
(Muhammad)! Why did you grant 
anyone exemptions (from joining the 
Expedition to Tabuk) before you even 
had the opportunity to see clearly which 
of them were honest (in their petitions) 
and which of them were liars? [43] 

Those who (really) believe in Allah and 
the Last Day would never ask to be 
excused from striving with their wealth 
and their persons, and Allah knows best 
who's mindful (of their duty to Him). [44] 


The only ones who ever ask to be 
excused are those who don't believe in 
Allah and the Last Day and whose hearts 
are filled with doubts - leaving them 
hesitant in their misgivings, usi 

If they had really intended to march 
out, then they would've made some kind 
of preparations for it. Therefore, Allah 
didn't like that they should march out 
(anyway, due to the mischief they 
would've caused along the way), so He 
hindered them further, and they lagged 
behind. So they were told, "Sit with those 
who stay and sit (at home)." [ 46 ] 

If they would've marched out with you, 
they wouldn't have augmented (your 
strength). Rather, they would've caused 
indiscipline (among your men) as they 
scurried about in your midst, sowing 
seeds of sedition among you. Some of 
you would have listened to them, and 
Allah knows who the corrupt ones are. m 

As it is, they had already plotted 
sedition before, and they made your 
situation unsettled (in the past), even until 
the truth arrived and the order of Allah 
became clear, though they hated it. [ 48 ] 

Hypocrites are Unreliable 


Background Info... v. 49 

This was the statement of Jadd ibn 
Qays, who was a leader among the Banu 
Salamah tribe. The Prophet had asked 
him, “Would you like to go and fight the 
yellow ones (the Romans) this year?” 
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Ibn Qays replied, “Messenger of 
Allah! Grant me an exemption, and don’t 
put me in turmoil, for by Allah, my 
people know that there isn’t a man who 
is more attracted to women than I, and 
I’m afraid that if see the women of the 
(Romans) that I wouldn’t have any 
patience (to control myself).” 

So the Prophet granted him an 
exemption on such a flimsy excuse. Then 
the Prophet advised the rest of the Banu 
Salamah tribe to chose another chief. 
‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy of the Auws tribe 
also (predictably) asked for an 
exemption. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


A.mong them are some who said, 
"Grant me an exemption, and don't give 
me a hard trial to face," but hadn't they 
already been tried before (during 
previous battles)! Truly, Hellfire 
surrounds all those who cover over (their 
faith)! [49] 

If something good happens to you, it 
bothers them, but if some disaster strikes 
you, they say," We prepared ourselves 
(for this setback) beforehand," and then 
they turn away self-satisfied, isoi 



Say to them, "Nothing happens to us 
except what Allah has already recorded 
for us, and He's our Protector." So let the 
believers trust in Allah! pn 

Then say to them, "Areyou expecting 
anything else for us other than one of 
two good possibilities, (either victory or 
martyrdom)? All the while we're 
expecting that you'll receive a 
punishment from Allah, either from His 
Own Self or from our hands. Just wait 
and see, and we'll be waiting, too." p 2 ] 

Tell them, "Spend whatever you want 
or whatever you feel compelled to (spend 
to support the northern expedition,) but 
it won't be accepted (as a good deed by 
Allah), for you're a rebelliously 
disobedient people." p3j 

Their contributions won't be accepted 
because they rejected Allah and His 
Messenger. They come to prayers lacking 
motivation, and they spend (in charity) 
only reluctantly, imi 

So don't be impressed by their money 
or their sons. Allah wants to punish them 
with these things in the life of this world, 
so they'll leave (this life) with souls that 
have rejected (Allah), psj 

They swear to Allah that they're on 
your side, but they're not on your side. 
They're constantly nervous (that they 
might be singled out)! pei 
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If they could find some place to 
escape to, either a cave or a hideout, they 
would turn towards it straightaway in a 
rush, is?] 

Hypocrites are never Satisfied 


Among them are some who talk 
against you with regards to (how you're 
distributing) charity. If they're given 
some, then they're happy, but if they're 
not (given any), then they're upset! psi 


Background Info... v. 58-59 

When the Prophet was distributing 
some charity, a recent convert from 
among the bedouins named Hurqoos ibn 
Zuhayr was unsatisfied with his share, 
and he said, “Be fair! Be fair!” 

'Umar got angry and asked the 
Prophet for permission to kill the 
disrespectful man, but the Prophet 
stopped him and replied to Hurqoos, 
“Woe to you! Who is fairer than I am?” 
Then the Prophet said, “If I weren't fair, 
then I'd be truly lost!” 

After Hurqoos left, the Prophet told 
his companions, “Among this man's 
descendants will be some whose prayer, 
when one of you sees it, would make his 
own prayer seem lacking, and his fast will 
seem the same as compared to their fast, 
but they will be rebels in religion, just like 
an arrow goes through the body of a 
hunted animal. Wherever you find them, 
fight them, for truly they're the worst 
(spiritually) dead people under the cover 
of the sky.” (Bukhari) 

This passage was then revealed about 
Hurqoos. Years after the Prophet's 
passing, Hurqoos joined an extremist 
group of ultra-purists known as the 
Kharajites, and he fell in the Battle of 
Nahrawan against the caliph's forces. 

Extremist groups to this day generally 
follow this deviant ideology, which is 
based on the notion that all Muslims 
besides themselves are hopeless sinners 
in need of correction. 


If only they would've been satisfied 
with what Allah and His Messenger had 
given them and had said, "Allah is 
enough for us! Allah and His Messenger 
will give us something from His bounty 
soon enough , and we place our hopes 
(for material blessings) in Allah." [59] 

Those Deserving of Charity 


Background Info... v. 60 

This verse was revealed after a man 
had approached the Prophet, asking for 
some goods to be given to him out of 
the funds for distribution. The Prophet 
replied, “Allah, the Most High, never 
allowed any prophet to distribute the 
sadaqah by his own decision, nor did He 
give this power to anyone who was not a 
prophet. He determined from His Own 
Self eight categories (of people who are 
to receive it.) If you fall under one of 
those eight categories, then I can let you 
have some.” (Abu Dawud) 




Charity is meant for the poor, for the 
needy, for those whose profession it is to 
distribute it, for encouraging (recent 
converts), for the (freeing) of bonded 
servants, for those (straining under a 
load) of debt, for use in the cause of 
Allah, and also (to help stranded) 
travelers. 


267 






These are the stipulations set by Allah, 
and Allah is full of knowledge and 
wisdom, iso] 

Don’t Annoy the Prophet 


Background Info... v. 61 

Some hypocrites were slandering the 
Prophet, and when they were told to 
stop, one of them said, “He’ll listen to 
anybody.” This meant that they felt they 
could lie to the Prophet’s face and 
convince him that they didn’t say 
anything wrong. This verse references 
that. ( IbnKathir) 


.Among them are some who upset 
the Prophet when they say, "He'll listen to 
anybody." 

Reply to them, saying, "He listens to 
what's best for you. He believes in Allah. 
He believes in the (integrity of) the 
faithful, and he's a mercy for those who 
believe." Whoever upsets the Prophet 
will have a painful punishment, tei] 

They swear to Allah in front of you to 
impress you, but it would be more 
appropriate for them to impress (both) 
Allah and His Messenger, if they're 
(sincere) believers. [62] 

Don't they know that the fire of Hell is 
reserved for all who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger and that that's where they'll 
have to stay? That's the worst humiliation 
of all! [ 63 i 


The Headache 
of the Hypocrites 


Background Info... v. 64 

During the Expedition to Tabuk, some 
hypocrites were ridiculing the Prophet 
for daring to march an army northward, 
saying, “This man wants to conquer all of 
Syria - its palaces and fortresses, and it’s 
just not possible.” Others took to 
belittling the sincere believers and 
making fun of them. This verse was 
revealed in response. (Asbab u/ Nuzul) 


hypocrites are afraid that a 
chapter might be revealed about them, 
exposing what's really in their hearts. 

Say to them, "Go ahead and make fun 
of (this message)/ Allah will bring out 
whatever you're worried about (and make 
it known). 1 " m 


Background Info... v. 65 

A hypocrite said in a gathering while 
encamped during the Expedition to 
Tabuk, “I’ve never seen any (oral) 
reciters like ours! They have the 
hungriest stomachs, the most deceitful 
tongues, and they’re the most cowardly 
in battle.” A sincere Muslim spoke out, 
saying, “You lie! You’re a hypocrite, and 
I’m going to tell the Messenger of Allah.” 
When the Prophet was informed, he 
summoned the man who said it. The 
man kept saying he was only joking. 

Then this verse was revealed, (ibn Kothir) 
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If you ask them (what they were 
talking about), they say, “We were just 
talking nonsense, all in good fun." Ask 
them," Were you poking fun at Allah, His 
verses and His Messenger?" [65] 

Make no more excuses, you people 
who rejected (faith) after (supposedly) 
having accepted it! 

Although We may forgive some of 
you, We're still going to punish others 
among you on account of their 
wickedness. (66] 

Hypocrites Protect Each Other 

Hypocrites, both males and females, 
are all alike with each other. They call 
(people) towards bad conduct and 
discourage good behavior, while closing 
their hands tight (to avoid giving in 
charity). 



They've forgotten Allah, so He's 
forgotten them. The hypocrites are 
certainly rebellious wrongdoers. t67] 


Allah has made a promise to the 
hypocrites, both male and female, and to 
those who cover over (their faith in Him), 
that they will have the fires of Hell in 
which to dwell. 

That will be enough for them, for 
Allah's curse and a relentless punishment 
are what they're going to get! [68] 

"(All you hypocrites!) You 're just like 
those who came before you. Yet, (the 
ancient peoples) had more (worldly) 
power, wealth and sons than you. They 
had their time to enjoy their share, even 
as you and those who came before you 
did, also. 

“You even speak the same kind of 
nonsense that they did! Yet, their actions 
were useless, both in this world and the 
next, and they're going to be the losers 
(in the end, just as you will be, if you 
don't repent)."[69] 

Haven't they heard the stories of those 
who went before them, of the people of 
Noah, the (tribes) of 'Ad and Thamud, the 
people of Abraham, the companions of 
Madyan, and of the overthrown (towns of 
Sodom and Gomorrah)? 

Messengers went to all of them with 
clear evidence (of the truth). It wasn't 
Allah who did them any wrong, for they 
wronged their own souls, poi 
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The Unbreakable Bonds of 
Brotherhood 

The believers, both male and female, 
are the close protectors of one another. 
They command what is recognized (as 
good) and forbid what is unfamiliar (to 
Allah's way of life). 

They establish prayer, give in charity, 
and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah 
will pour His mercy down upon them, for 
Allah is powerful and wise, pu 



Allah has made a promise to the 
believers, both male and female, of 
gardens beneath which rivers flow in 
which to dwell, and beautiful mansions in 
everlasting gardens of delight. However, 
the greatest delight of all is to please 
Allah, and that's also the greatest success! 

( 72 ) 

Be Firm against Hypocrites 
and their Wily Ways 

(3 Prophet! Strive hard against the 
faithless and the hypocrites. Be firm with 
them, for their home is in Hellfire - the 
worst destination! ra 



Background Info... first part v. 74 

The first part of this verse is about 
what a hypocrite named Julas said while 
on the expedition. Julas had just finished 
hearing a speech by the Prophet in which 
he had warned the hypocrites that their 
opposition to Allah was tearing them 
apart inside and that Allah would punish 
them in the next life. 

Julas then returned to his friends and 
said, “By Allah! If what Muhammad says 
is true, then we're worse than donkeys.” 
A dependent of his named ‘Amr ibn Qays 
retorted, saying, “What Muhammad says 
is true, and so you are worse than 
donkeys.” Then he told Julas, “By Allah! 
Julas, you're the closest person to me; 
you've been the most favorable to me, 
and I would never want any harm to 
touch you more than anyone else! But 
you've said something that, if I told on 
you, then you would be exposed (as a 
hypocrite), but if I hid it, it would destroy 
me. One of them is the lesser of the two 
evils.” 

After the Muslims returned to Medina 
from Tabuk, ‘Amr went and told the 
Prophet what Julas had said. The 
Prophet summoned him to the masjid 
and asked him why he said what he did. 
Julas invoked the curse of Allah upon 
himself if he was lying, and then he 
swore to Allah facing the pulpit of the 
masjid that he never said anything like 
that. 

‘Amr swore he was truthful, as well, 
and then said, “O Allah! Prove the truth 
of the honest and expose the lies of the 
liar.” Then this verse was revealed to the 
Prophet, and he recited it. Thereafter, 
Julas repented of his words, and it is said 
that his repentance was sincere. He was 
never known to indulge in hypocrisy 
again. (Ibn Kathir ) 
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They swear to Allah that they've never 
said anything (against you), but indeed 
they've uttered words of rejection, and 
they're rejecting (Allah) even after (they 
claimed) to have submitted (to Him). 


Background Info... last part v. 74 

On the journey back from the Tabuk 
expedition, a faction of hypocrites who 
had wanted ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy to be 
crowned king plotted to assassinate the 
Prophet by surrounding him slowly with 
their numbers and then pushing him off 
his mount down a cliff, if ever one 
appeared on the trail. 

However, their plot unraveled due to 
the vigilance of two companions who 
never left the Prophet's side and warned 
him when the men began to converge on 
his intended path. The Prophet shouted 
at them, and they fled. He asked the two 
men who had been watching over him, 
Hudhayfah and ‘Ammar, if they knew 
who the men were. Hudhayfah replied, 
“No, Messenger of Allah. They were 
wearing masks, but we do recognize 
their horses.” 

The Prophet then said, “They're 
going to be hypocrites until the Day of 
Judgment. Do you know what they 
wanted to do?” The two men answered 
in the negative, and the Prophet said, 
“They wanted to surround the 
Messenger of Allah and throw him 
(down into) the valley.” Hudhayfah said, 
“Messenger of Allah! Should you ask 
their tribes to send their heads to you?” 

The Prophet answered, “No, for I 
wouldn't want it to be said by the Arabs 
that Muhammad used some people for 
fighting and, after Allah gave him victory 
with their help, that he commanded 
them to be killed.” Then he said, “O 
Allah, throw a dubaylah at them.” 


The men asked the Prophet what that 
was, and he replied, “It's a fiery dart that 
falls into the heart of one of them and 
brings about his end.” Later on someone 
asked Hudhayfah about those assassins, 
and Hudhayfah mentioned that the 
Prophet told him the names of all of 
them, and he told no one else. So 
Hudhayfah had the nickname, “The 
Keener of the Secret” (At-Tabari) 


They tried to (murder the Prophet), 
though they were unable to carry it out. 
This was their response to the bounty 
with which Allah and His Messenger had 
enriched them! 



If they repent, it would be the best for 
them, but if they persist (in their 
rebellious ways,) then Allah will punish 
them with a painful penalty, both in this 
life and in the next. 

In that case, no one on earth would be 
able to protect them or help them! r^i 
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On Those Who Betray their Pledge 


Background Info... v. 7578 

A man named Tha'labah went to the 
Prophet and asked for him to beseech 
Allah to make him rich. The Prophet said 
to him, “Woe to you, Tha'labah, a little 
thanks that you can give is much better 
than what you won't be able to handle." 

Then the Prophet told him that if he 
really wanted riches, then he could 
invoke Allah to give them to him. 

Thereupon, Tha'labah swore the oath 
that is contained in verse 75. The 
Prophet then gave Tha'labah a herd of 
sheep, and within a short amount of time 
the herd expanded greatly, causing 
Tha'labah to become very wealthy. 
Because of the size of his herds, though, 
he also had to move progressively 
farther from Medina, resulting in his 
more and more infrequent visits to 
worship in the masjid. Later on, when 
the Prophet sent people to collect the 
charity tax from Tha'labah, he put off the 
tax collectors on two separate occasions. 

This passage was then revealed about 
him, and someone went to him and told 
him, “You're ruined! A passage has been 
revealed about you!" So Tha'labah 
hurried to the Prophet and begged him 
to accept his charitable contribution, but 
the Prophet told him that Allah has 
forbidden him from accepting his charity. 
Then Tha'labah began throwing dust on 
his own head in sorrow, and the Prophet 
told him, “It's because of what you did. I 
gave you an order, and you disobeyed 
it." 

After the Prophet's passing, 

Tha'labah went to Caliph Abu Bakr and 
begged him to accept his charity, and 
Abu Bakr refused, saying the Prophet 
never accepted it. 


The same thing happened during the 
rule of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and Uthman 
ibn Affan and Tha'labah passed away in 
despair during Uthman's reign, (ibn Kathir ) 
It is said that Allah did not accept his 
repentance because he harbored 
hvDOCrisv in his heart. ( Ma'ariful Our’an) 


/\mong them are some who made a 
deal with Allah that if He gave them 
(great riches) from His Own bounty, then 
they would (reciprocate) by giving (richly) 
in charity (in the cause of Allah), and 
further that they would be among the 
righteous, vs] 



Yet, when He did give them (riches) 
from His bounty, they became greedy 
and turned back, hesitant (to support the 
cause). [ 76 ] 

So He let hypocrisy grow in their 
hearts (as a result,) and it will remain 
there until the day when they're going to 
meet Him (for judgment), and that's 
because they broke their deal with Allah 
and also because they lied. u~n 
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Don't they realize that Allah knows all 
their secrets and their veiled schemes and 
that Allah knows what's hidden (in the 
deep recesses of their hearts)? [ 78 ] 

Don't Ridicule the Donations 
of the Poor 


Background Info... v. 79 

The Prophet made a public call one 
day for donations to support the cause. 

A poor man named Abu ‘Aqil came and 
donated a small amount of dates, 
explaining that he worked all night 
drawing water, earned two measures of 
dates for his pay and was thus donating 
half of what he earned. Some hypocrites 
laughed and said, “Allah and His 
Messenger don't need this (small 
amount), for what benefit could it 
bring." The Prophet then picked up the 
dates with his own hands and placed it 
atop the pile of donated money and 
goods. 

Then a man named ‘Abdurrahman ibn 
‘Awf came forward and asked if anyone 
else was going to give in charity, and the 
Prophet replied, “No one except you." 
Thereupon ‘Abdurrahman declared he 
was donating a huge sum of gold in 
charity. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said, “Are 
you crazy?" ‘Abdurrahman said that he 
wasn't and explained that he really did 
have that much money, and he donated 
it. The hypocrites defamed him and said 
he just wanted to show off. 

This verse was revealed regarding 
this incident and is meant to show that 
even a little given sincerely can mean a 
great deal in Allah's sight and that a lot 
given in Allah's cause should be praised 
and not ridiculed. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 



who make fun of the believers 
when they give in charity from their own 
convictions, or who (make fun of those 
who have) nothing more to give than 
their own work due to their poverty, and 
then who further make fun of them (for 
donating huge sums of their resources to 
Allah's cause, should know) that Allah will 
throw their teasing back at them and that 
they're going to have a painful 

PUNISHMENT. m 

Whether you ask for their forgiveness 
or not - even if you asked seventy times 
for their forgiveness, Allah won't forgive 
them because they rejected Allah and His 
Messenger. Allah will not guide a people 
who are rebellious and corrupt, csoi 

About Those Who Remained 
behind in Medina 


Background Info... v. 81-83 

There was a heat wave and famine in 
Medina, and the journey north to Syria 
was going to be a long, hard trek of two 
weeks. 
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The Prophet warned his followers of 
this and asked for donations to cover the 
expenses of the mission. Many Muslims 
came forward, men and women, and 
huge sums of money were donated. 
However, some others warned against 
the discomfort of the hot journey and 
tried to dissuade their friends from 
going. This passage was revealed about 
them. ( IbnKathir ) 


Those who remained behind (in 
Medina) rejoiced in their inaction behind 
the back of the Messenger of Allah. 

They hated (even the mere thought) of 
striving in the cause of Allah with their 
wealth and their persons, and they said, 
"Don't go out (on the Expedition to 
Tabuk) because it's far too hot (in the 
desert)!" 



Say to them," The fires of Hell are even 
hotter!" If they would only realize it! ( 8 ij 

So let them laugh a little now, for soon 
they will cry much more as a payback for 
what they've earned (for themselves on 
their record of deeds.) [82] 


If Allah brings you back to any of them 
and they ask you for (permission) to 
venture out (with you on some future 
expedition), tell them, "You're never 
going to venture out with me, nor will 
you ever fight an enemy by my side, for 
you chose to sit and be inactive the first 
time, so now keep sitting with those who 
get left behind" [ 83 ] 

Don’t Honor a Hypocrite 


Background Info... v. 84-85 

This passage was revealed 
concerning 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, the 
leader of the hypocrites of Medina. He 
passed away, and his son, who was a 
committed believer, went to the Prophet 
and asked if he could bury his father in 
one of the Prophet's robes. 

The Prophet gave it to him, and then 
the son asked the Prophet to pray for his 
departed father. The Prophet was about 
to pray for him when 'Umar ibn al- 
Khattab objected, saying that the dead 
man had been a hypocrite and an enemy 
of Allah. 

The Prophet replied, "I've been given 
the choice of whether to pray for him or 
not. I know that if I pray for the 
forgiveness of (a hypocrite) seventy 
times, he won't be forgiven. Yet, if I 
knew that he'd be forgiven if I prayed for 
forgiveness more than that, then I'd do 

it." ( Bukhari ) 

The reports differ as to whether the 
Prophet actually offered a funeral prayer 
for him or merely a supplication, but this 
passage was revealed sometime later, 
forbidding funeral prayers for known 
hypocrites. 
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Why did the Prophet give his robe for 
the funeral? After the Battle of Badr, 
many years before, one of the prisoners 
taken was the Prophet's pagan unde 
'Abbas. He had no shirt, and because he 
was a tall man, the Prophet asked for the 
equally tall 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy to give 
one of his shirts to clothe 'Abbas. He did 
so. The Prophet then was returning the 
favor. (Qurtub/) 

The Prophet said of the robe that was 
used to bury Ibn Ubayy: "What good will 
my clothes or my prayers do for him 
against Allah? I swear to Allah that I 
hope he is saved more than a thousand 
of his people.” (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 

He also later remarked that he hoped 
by his action that thousands of Ibn 
Ubayy's followers would become 
Muslims. ( Ma’ariful Qur'an) 

Even though he caused the Prophet 
much grief, the Prophet knew why 'Ibn 
Ubayy was a hypocrite, (he would have 
been made king of Yathrib, but for the 
coming of Islam). 

So the Prophet always treated him as 
a special case and with compassion, even 
though Ibn Ubayy clearly didn't deserve 
it. (A position that was ordered of the Prophet in 
verse 3:186.) 


IMever offer a (funeral) prayer for any 
of them that dies, nor stand by their 
grave (as they're being lowered down 
into it), for they rejected Allah and His 
Messenger, and thus died in a state of 
defiant rebellion. [84] 



So neither be impressed by their 
money nor their (numerous) sons, for 
Allah wants to punish them through these 
things in this world so that they'll leave 
this life with souls that have lost (their 
ability to believe in Allah). [85] 

When a chapter came down (asking 
them) to believe in Allah and to strive 
alongside His Messenger, the eligible 
ones from among them came to you and 
asked for exemptions, saying, “Leave us, 
for we'd rather stay with those who sit (at 
home)." [86] 

They preferred to be with those who 
stayed behind! Their hearts are sealed 
shut, and they understand nothing! tan 

However, the Messenger and the 
believers with him strive with their wealth 
and their persons. Therefore, they shall 
have the best (reward), even as they'll be 
the most successful, tss] 
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Allah has prepared gardens for them 
beneath which rivers flow, and there they 
shall remain - and that's the ultimate 
success! [ 89 ] 

The Bedouins 
Offered their Excuses 

Some of the (bedouin) Arabs also 
came to you in order to offer their 
excuses and to claim exemptions. And so 
those who were dishonest to Allah and 
His Messenger sat idly by. 

It won't be long before a painful 
punishment overtakes those among them 
who covered over (their awareness of the 
truth). [ 90 ] 

There's no blame, however, on those 
who were too weak or ill or who couldn't 
find the resources to spend (for the 
journey), as long as they're sincere to 
Allah and His Messenger. There are no 
grounds of complaint against the good 
(people who wanted to come, but who 
couldn't find a way), for Allah is forgiving 
and merciful, pu 

No Blame for those 

who could not be Accommodated 


Background Info... v. 92 

A group of men volunteered for the 
Expedition to Tabuk, but when the 
Prophet explained he had insufficient 
resources to equip any more men, they 
left weeping bitterly. 


The Prophet later told his 
companions after they returned from the 
journey, “Some people were left behind 
in Medina, but it was like they were with 
us all the time in every valley and every 
mountain pass we crossed. They were 
left behind only for legitimate reasons.” 

(Rukhnri. Ahu Dnwiirh 


( 1 here are also no grounds of 
complaint) against those who came to 
you for transportation and to whom you 
had to say, "I have no transportation for 
you." 

They turned back with tears 
overflowing from their eyes at their 
inability to spend (money to arrange their 
own way). [921 



There are, however, legitimate 
grounds (for complaint) against those 
who claimed exemption even though 
they were independently wealthy. They 
preferred to remain with those who 
stayed behind. So then their hearts were 
sealed shut, and they understood 
nothing. [93] 
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They're going to make their excuses to 
you when you return to them, but say to 
them, "Don't make any excuses (foryour 
cowardice), because we’re not going to 
believe you. 

“Allah already told us about your 
situation, and it's what you do that Allah 
and His Messenger will consider. In the 
end, you're going to be brought back to 
the One Who knows the hidden and the 
dear, and then He's going to show you 
the true meaning of all that you did." t»q 



When you return back to them, they're 
going to swear to you in Allah's (name) 
that you should leave them alone - so go 
ahead and leave them alone (by shunning 
them), for they're stained (by their very 
own sins), and Hellfire is their destination. 
That's the reward they deserve for what 
they've done, psi 


They're also going to swear to you (as 
to the validity of their excuses), trying to 
make you pleased with them. 

If you do become pleased with them, 
(then you should know) that Allah is not 
pleased with those who were rebelliously 
disobedient, pq 

The (bedouin) Arabs are the worst 
when it comes to rejection and hypocrisy 
and are thus more likely to be ignorant of 
the command that Allah has sent down to 
His Messenger. Allah is full of knowledge 
and wisdom. [97] 

Some of the (bedouin) Arabs consider 
what they spend (in charity) to be a 
financial penalty. 

They keep looking for disasters to 
come upon you, but let the worst 
disasters fall upon them, for Allah listens 
and knows (all about their treachery), psi 

Some of the (bedouin) Arabs, however, 
do believe in Allah and the Last Day. 

They look upon what they spend (in 
charity) as a way to bring themselves 
closer to Allah's presence and to (be 
worthy) of the Prophet's prayers (for their 
forgiveness and success.) 

They truly are brought closer (to Allah 
by their charity and sincerity), and soon 
Allah will admit them to His mercy, for 
Allah is forgiving and merciful. i<»] 
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Forgiveness is Offered Freely 
to those who Desire It 

e forerunners (in faith) are those 
who were the first to migrate (from 
Mecca), then those who helped them (in 
Medina) and finally those who followed 
(closely behind) them in doing what was 
good. 

Allah is pleased with them and they 
with Him, and He's prepared for them 
gardens beneath which rivers flow to live 
within forever. That's the ultimate 
success! [iooi 

Some of the (bedouin) Arabs (that live) 
around you (in the countryside) are 
hypocrites, even as there are (hypocrites) 
among the people of Medina. 

They're persistent in hypocrisy, and 
although you don't know (who they are), 
We know who they are. We're going to 
punish them twice (through fear and 
humiliation), and then they're going to be 
sent into an even more severe 
punishment after that! [ion 

Conflicted Actions 


Background Info... v. 102-103 

Ten men who failed to respond to the 
mustering of the militia to march toward 
Tabuk felt ashamed. Some time after the 
army left, seven of them swore to their 
wives that they would tie themselves to 
their fence posts or to pillars in the 
masjid until the Prophet forgave them. 


When the Prophet returned about a 
month later, he asked about the men he 
saw tied to posts and poles. When he 
was told about their situation, he swore 
he would not call for them to be released 
until Allah forgave them. This passage of 
forgiveness was revealed, and the 
Prophet ordered them to give money in 
charity to atone for their cowardice. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 

One of these men, a man named Abu 
Lubabah, remained at his pillar - wanting 
the Prophet himself to untie him. He did. 


(There are) some other (people) 
who've admitted to their sins. They had 
mixed moral deeds with evil ones, but 
Allah may yet turn to them (in 
forgiveness), for Allah is forgiving and 
merciful. 1102] 

Take charity from their wealth so you 
can cleanse and purify them, and pray for 
them, for your prayers are truly a source 
of tranquility for them. Allah hears and 
knows (about all things). [103] 

Don't they know that Allah accepts the 
repentance of His servants and that He 
accepts their charitable contributions? 
Allah is the One Who Accepts 
Repentance, and (He truly is) the Merciful. 

[ 104 ] 

Say (to the people who want to repent 
of their sins), "Do (good deeds), for Allah 
will soon see the results of your efforts, 
even as the Messenger and the believers 
(will see them, as well). Soon you're 
going to be brought back to the One 
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Who knows the hidden and the plainly 
seen , and He's going to show you the 
meaning of all that you did." [iosj 

(Indeed, among this group of people) 
are some who are waiting nervously for 
Allah's command, so they can know 
whether He's going to punish them or 
turn towards them (in forgiveness). Allah 
is full of knowledge and wisdom, tioei 

The Masjid of Mischief 


Background Info... v. 107-110 

After the Prophet and Abu Bakrfled 
Mecca for the safety of Medina in 622 CE, 
they stopped in the small town of Quba, 
which was just outside the city limits of 
Yathrib (Medina), and stayed fora 
number of days. There they dedicated 
the first masjid of Islam, and the Prophet 
would often visit it thereafter. 

When the full force of the hypocrites 
of Medina came to bear upon the 
Prophet and his followers in subsequent 
years, a faction of the hypocritical tribe 
of Banu Ghanam built a masjid of their 
own in a nearby neighborhood of Quba 
named Dhu Awan. They used it as a base 
of opposition to the Prophet, while 
pretending to be pious Muslims. 

They were also allied with a notorious 
Christian man from Yathrib named Abu 
Amir, who was one of those who left 
Medina to join the Meccans and then 
fought against the Muslims at Uhud. 

(Abu Amir had a heated argument with 
the Prophet and vowed that whichever 
of the two men was wrong, he should 
die alone far from home. 


His son Hanzalah, by way of contrast, 
was a faithful supporter of the Prophet.) 
In addition, the masjid was partly 
financed by the Christian Ghassanid king 
of southern Syria, who wanted to use it 
as an intelligence gathering installation. 

Before he even returned from the 
Expedition to Tabuk, the Prophet came 
to know of the linkage and also for what 
the masjid was being used. Several 
letters from Abu Amir to the hypocrites 
were also intercepted - letters that 
encouraged sedition and rebellion! 

When some of the hypocrites invited the 
Prophet to enter Quba first before 
Medina and to pray in their masjid, this 
passage was revealed. 

The Prophet then ordered some of 
his companions to go to the Masjid of 
Mischief, as it was called, and have it tom 
down. One man named Thabit ibn 
Arqam later built a house on the site, but 
he had no children survive him - ever- 
and thus the seemingly cursed plot fell 
into disuse. 

After that, the site became a garbage 
dump. Abu Amir did die far from home in 
southern Syria among strangers. ( Ma'ariful 

Qur'an ) 

Only a masjid built for sincere 
devotion to Allah can be called a masjid 
of Allah. No house of worship should be 
used to plot against the religion to which 
it is supposed to be dedicated. 


1 here are those who built a masjid 
(for no other purpose) than to promote 
mischief and rejection (of Allah), seeking 
to divide the believers and to set up a 
rallying place for those who previously 
made war on Allah and His Messenger. 
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They're going to swear that they 
meant nothing but good by it, but Allah 
declares that they're all liars. [io 7 ] 

Never set foot within (their masjid), for 
there's (another) masjid (nearby in the 
town of Quba) whose foundations were 
laid from the first day upon mindfulness 
(of Allah). 

It's far more appropriate for you to 
stand within that one, for there are 
people inside of it who love to be 
purified, and Allah loves those who make 
themselves pure! uosi 



Whose (place of worship) is better: the 
one who lays his foundation upon 
mindfulness of Allah and the seeking of 
His pleasure, or the one who lays his 
foundation upon a weak sand dune that's 
ready to crumble at any moment? 


It will crumble - along with him - and 
topple into the fires of Hell. 

Allah doesn't guide people who are in 
the wrong! umi 

Such a (weak) building site could never 
be anything more than a cause for 
nervousness in their hearts - even until 
their hearts are shattered (by stress)! 

Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. 

1110 ) 

This is Allah's Deal 


Background Info... v. 111-112 

These two verses were revealed in 
the Meccan Period after the last Pledge 
of ‘Aqabah, in which some seventy 
visitors from Medina pledged themselves 
to the Prophet and invited him to 
resettle in their city. 

(There were two prior such pledges 
by smaller groups of six and then twelve 
persons respectively.) 

At this last pledge, taken some 
months before the Prophet left Mecca 
for the safety of Medina, one of the new 
converts asked the Prophet, “Messenger 
of Allah, we’re making a deal right now. 

If there are any requirements from either 
your Lord or you, let them be 
enumerated at this time clearly.” 

The Prophet said, “As for Allah, I lay 
down the condition that you all shall 
worship Him and only Him. As for 
myself, the condition is that you should 
protect me as you protect your selves, 
wealth, property and children.” 

Someone asked him, “If we fulfill these 
two conditions, what will we get in 
return?" 
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The Prophet replied, “Paradise.” The 
people exclaimed then that they 
accepted that deal and that they would 
never cancel this agreement. Then these 
two verses were revealed, and the 
Prophet recited them. 

The people then lined up to place 
their hands in his to make their solemn 
oaths. ( Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


/Vllah has bought from the believers 
their lives and their wealth, and in return 
(He'll give them) Paradise. 

They will fight in His cause; they will 
kill and be killed - and this is a promise 
that He's bound by in the Torah, the 
Gospel and the Qur'an. 

Who is more faithful to his agreement 
than Allah? So be pleased with the 
bargain you've made, for that's the 
ultimate success! mu 

(The true believers are those who) turn 
(to Allah) in repentance, serve Him, praise 
Him, wander abroad (in His cause), bow 
down in prostration before Him, 
command what is recognized (as good), 
and forbid what is unfamiliar (to Allah's 
way of life). 

They are the ones who observe Allah's 
limits, so now give good news to the 
believers! mu 


Faith and Falsehood 
have a Clear Divide 


Background Info... v. 113 

After the Prophet’s beloved uncle, 
Abu Talib, passed away, affirming his 
allegiance to idolatry even as he 
breathed his last, the distraught Prophet 
vowed to continue to pray for his 
forgiveness. 

Later on, in the early Medinan Period, 
‘Ali heard a man loudly praying for his 
deceased pagan parents to be forgiven. 

When ‘Ali asked the man why he was 
praying for his pagan parents, he 
explained that Abraham also prayed for 
his pagan father. (Based on verse 19:47.) 
‘Ali informed the Prophet about this, and 
some time later, this verse was revealed 
prohibiting Muslims from praying for 
relatives who had died while still 
believing in idols. (Tirmidhi, Bukhari, Muslim) 


It's not right for the Prophet and the 
believers to pray for the forgiveness of 
idol-worshippers, even if they're close 
relatives, after it's been made clear to 
them that they're going to be 
companions of the raging blaze, mu 

Abraham only prayed for his father's 
forgiveness because of a promise he had 
made to him. However, when it became 
clear to him that (his father) was an 
enemy of Allah, he distanced himself 
from him. 
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It was just that Abraham was 
accustomed to invoking (Allah 
frequently), and he was forbearing. ui4i 

Allah will never let a people go astray 
after He's (begun to invite them to) 
guidance, until after He's made clear to 
them that of which they should be aware, 
for Allah knows all about everything, ms] 



The control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah. He gives life, and 
He brings death. You have neither any 
protector nor helper apart from Him. mei 

Allah Tested the Believers 

And so it was that Allah turned 
towards the Prophet, the Immigrants, and 
the Helpers who followed Him during a 
difficult time (on the Expedition to Tabuk, 
for the journey was long and hard). 

However, a segment of them let their 
hearts become crooked, (influencing 
them away from their duty,) but He 
turned towards them, as well, for He was 
kind and merciful towards them. [ii7i 


The Case of the Three 
Who were Forgiven 


Background Info... v. 118 

There were three men named Ka'b 
ibn Malik, Hilal ibn Umayyah and 
Murarah ibn ar-Rabr who were 
otherwise perfectly able-bodied and fit 
to answer the call for the Tabuk 
Expedition. 

They had been among the earliest 
converts, but they failed to muster with 
the rest of the militia when it was time to 
march northward. (Murarah was talked 
out of participating by, among other 
things, his concern for the harvest time, 
and he became interested in his comfort 
and prosperity. Hilal was having a family 
reunion. K'ab was wealthy and couldn't 
bear to leave his fortune behind!) 

When the Prophet returned, these 
men were shunned for about fifty days, 
and they felt miserable, so much so that 
it seemed (as one of them later 
described it) that the earth and their 
own souls were closing in upon them. 

The Christian king of the Ghassanid 
tribe in Syria, Suhrabil ibn Amr, received 
reports of the shunning of these men, 
and he sent a letter to Ka'b offering to 
take him in to his kingdom if Ka'b would 
renounce Islam, but Ka'b threw the letter 
in his cooking fire. 

In time, the Prophet accepted the 
remorse of these men, and they were 
welcomed back into the community 
upon the revelation of this verse. Ka'b 
left a rather lengthy story about his 
experience and he told how joyful both 
he and the community were when it was 
all over. ( Bukhari, Muslim) 
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(He also turned in mercy) to the 
three (men) who remained behind 
(without a valid excuse). (They were so 
remorseful) that the vast earth, itself, 
seemed to close in upon them, and their 
souls seemed to strangle them (with 
guilt), as well. 

They understood that there was no 
running away from Allah, unless (it was 
on a path) that led back to Him. So He 
turned towards them so they could 
repent, for Allah is the Acceptor of 
Repentance and the Merciful, msi 

Reflections on 
the Lessons of Tabuk 

An you who believe! Be mindful of 
Allah, and be among those who are 
truthful (to their vows), tnsi 

It wasn't right for (some of) the people 
of Medina and the local desert Arabs to 
refuse to follow the Messenger of Allah, 
nor was it right that they preferred their 
own lives over his. 

That's because there was (no sacrifice) 
they could've made, whether it was thirst, 
fatigue or hunger in the cause of Allah, 
nor any step (they could've taken) to raise 
the ire of the faithless, nor any injury they 
could've received from the enemy, 
(without being generously repaid for it by 
Allah). 


For sure, Allah never lets the reward of 
those who do good become lost. [120] 

They also could not have spent 
anything, whether a little or a lot, or 
trekked across a valley without having 
that deed recorded to their credit, and 
that was so Allah could reward their 
actions with good (in return), [mi 



The believers, however, should not 
march out all together (leaving no one 
behind to guard the home front). 

If a certain number remains behind 
during every expedition, then they could 
exert themselves in learning the religion. 

And then they could remind the 
people when they return (home) that 
they should be on their guard (against 
immorality). [1221 

All you who believe! Fight the faithless 
who are all around you, (ready to strike at 
you). Be resolute against them, and know 
that Allah is with those who are mindful 
(of Him). [i 23 i 
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Stay Strong with the Faith 



v V henever a chapter comes down, 
some (of the hypocrites) say, "So who 
among you feels their faith has been 
strengthened by it?" 

Oh, but those who (truly) believe do 
have their faith strengthened by it, and 
they rejoice besides! 1124] 

Those who are sick at heart find that 
(newly revealed verses) add nothing but 
doubts to their doubts; so they're going 
to die in a state of rejection. [12s] 

Don't they see that they're being 
tested at least once or twice every year. 
Yet, not only do they not repent, they 
don't even pay attention to the 
reminders! U26j 


Background Info... v. 127 

The hypocrites were constantly afraid 
that new Qur’anic revelations might 
mention them or expose their activities, 
so when they heard of new verses, they 
would ask each other if anyone was 
looking at them suspiciously. (1 bn Kath/r) 


Whenever a chapter comes down, they 
look at each other (and say), “is anyone 
looking at you?' 

Then they turn away, even as Allah has 
turned their hearts away, for they're a 
people who don't understand at all. 1127) 

Now a messenger has come to you 
from among yourselves, and he's worried 
sick that you might be harmed (in the 
cause of Allah). 

In fact, he's distraught over your 
(welfare), for he's truly kind and merciful 
to the believers. 1128] If they turn away, just 
tell them: 


"Allah is enough for me. 

There is no god but He. 

On Him do I trust; 

He's Lord of the throne supreme." 11291 
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Jonah 

10 Yunus 

Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter is the first in a series of six late Meccan chapters that continue to address the core 
theological concepts of Islam. Nature and its complexity are proof of Allah’s handiwork for those 
who care to look into it deeply. Allah communicates with humanity through messengers who 
receive His messages and teach them to their fellows. The reality of life is that it’s a short time filled 
with temptations, tests and trials that we must weather. 

In the end, if we are successful in negotiating the storms of this world, with full faith in Allah, 
then we can achieve permanent success in the Hereafter, or if we fall into bad deeds, evil and 
dishonesty, we may suffer punishment in Hellfire. Like a big exam, our conduct in this world 
ultimately decides our fate. Allah will punish injustice, though He is more merciful to us than we 
could ever deserve. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-2 

Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 687) explained the 
pagan position alluded to in this verse by 
saying, “When Allah sent Muhammad as 
a messenger, most of the Arabs denied 
him and his message, saying, ‘Allah is too 
exalted to send a mere human being like 
Muhammad.’” So then this passage was 
revealed, commenting upon their 
objection, (/bn Kath/r) 


Hf. Lam. Ra. 

These are the verses of the Book of 
Wisdom. [i] 


Is it so strange to people that We've 
sent Our inspiration to a man from 
among themselves, so he could warn 
people (of Allah's judgment) and give the 
good news to the believers that they can 
achieve confirmed status in the sight of 
their Lord? Yet, the faithless say (of it), 

" This is obviously just magic!" pi 

Your Lord is Allah, the One Who 
created the heavens and the earth in six 
time periods. Then He established 
Himself upon the throne (of power) and 
began issuing commands. 

There are no intercessors other than 
those whom He allows. That's your Lord 



285 












Allah, so serve Him. Won't you take a 
reminder? pi 

All of you will return back to Him, and 
Allah's promise is true. He's the One Who 
began the process of creation and then 
repeats it, so that He can justly reward 
those who believe and do what's morally 
right. 



Those who reject Him will be forced to 
drink boiling muck, and they'll have a 
painful punishment on account of their 
rejection, m 

He's the One Who caused the sun to 
glow brightly with multiple (colors in 
splendor) and the moon to be 
illuminated. He measured out (the 
moon's) stations, so you could keep track 
of the years and the passage (of time). 

Allah didn't create (all of these things) 
except for a true purpose, and He 
explains His verses to people who 
understand, is) 


Truly, in the alternation of night and 
day and in everything that Allah created 
in the heavens and the earth are proofs 
for those who are mindful (of Him). iei 

Those who don't look forward to their 
meeting with Us, who are satisfied with 
the life of this world and who disregard 
Our (revealed) verses - they're going to 
have their home in the Fire on account of 
what they've earned for themselves, m 

However, those who believe and do 
what's morally right will be guided by 
their Lord on account of their faith - 
rivers will flow beneath them in gardens 
of delight! m 

Their supplication within (the garden) 
will be, “Glory be to You, O Allah !"Their 
greeting within will be, "Peace," and 
they'll end their supplications by saying, 
"Praise be to Allah, the Lord of AH the 
Worlds'' [ 10 ] 

The Fickle Nature of Humanity 

Allah were to rush forward for 
people the evil consequences (of their 
deeds) in the same way that they (want) 
Him to rush forward the good (things 
that they think they deserve), then their 
(time) would come to an end 
immediately, but We leave those who 
don't look forward to their meeting with 
Us wandering in their willful blindness. [iy 
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When misfortune comes upon a 
human being, he cries out to Us while 
lying down on his side, sitting or 
standing. 

However, when We've removed his 
misfortune, he passes on his way as if he 
had never cried out to Us when hardship 
assailed him before! 

That's why the extravagant think their 

(pointless) deeds are beneficial for them. 

[ 12 ] 

And so it was that We destroyed 
generations that came before you when 
(their people) turned into oppressors. 
Their messengers went to them with clear 
evidence; yet, they still wouldn't believe! 
That's how We repay the bad people. mi 

Now We've caused you (Arabs) to 
inherit the land after them to see how 
you would act. [mi 


Background Info... v. 15 

Five leaders among the Quraysh went 
to the Prophet and asked him to alter the 
teachings of the Qur’an so that they 
could keep worshipping their idols. This 
verse references their request. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Yet, when Our clear verses are recited 
to them, those who don't look forward to 
their meeting with Us say, "Bring us some 
other Qur'an, or change this one (to suit 
us)." 

Say to them, "It's not my place to 
change it, for I follow only what's being 
revealed to me. If I ever disobeyed my 
Lord (by making up verses on my own), 
then I would be in utter fear of the 
punishment of a momentous day." usi 

Then say to them, "If Allah had 
wanted, then I wouldn't be reciting (this 
message) to you, nor would He have 
made it known to you. 

"I've lived with you for a whole lifetime 
before this (message came to me, and 
I’ve never spoken of religious issues 
before), so won't you realize (that it came 
suddenly and that it must be from 
Allah)?" ns] 

Who's more wrong than the one who 
invents a forgery and then attributes it to 
Allah or who denies (the truth of) His 
(authentic) verses? The bad people will 
never succeed! [i 7 j 
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They serve in place of Allah things that 
can neither harm them nor benefit them, 
but then they (try to justify their idol- 
worship by) saying, "These (idols) 
intercede for us with Allah." 

So ask them, "Are you really informing 
Allah about something in the heavens 
and the earth about which He doesn't 
know?" 

Glory be to Him! He's so high above 
the partners they're assigning to Him! [isj 

And what were people other than one 
community (in the beginning); yet, they 
fell into disputes (with each other and 
scattered away all over the world). 

If it wasn't for a word (of command) 
that your Lord previously issued (to let 
people have free will and then be judged 
by what they chose), then their 
differences would've been settled 
between them (immediately). [191 

Then they ask, "So why isn’t a miracle 
being sent down to him from his Lord?" 

Answer them, saying, "The unseen 
(realm of the supernatural) belongs to 
Allah, so wait (and see), for I’ll be waiting 
with you." [20] 


Many don't Understand the 
Reality of their Lives 

When We give people a taste of 
mercy after they had been suffering from 
some hardship - then look - they start 
plotting against Our signs straightaway! 
Say to them, "Allah's plan is even faster 
than that! Our (angelic) envoys are 
keeping track of whatever you're 
planning." pu 

He's the One Who makes it easy for 
you to travel over the land and sea. You 
board ships and sail along on them with 
favorable winds, and (the sailors) are 
pleased with their (progress). 

However, when a 
storm arises and the 
waves begin to 
assault them from all 
sides, they feel as if 
they're going to 
perish. 

Then (they realize) that all religion 
belongs to Allah, so they cry out to Him, 
(pledging to serve Him) sincerely, saying, 
"If You save us from this, then we'll be 
forever grateful. 1 " [221 

Then, when He saves them, they act 
outrageously throughout the earth (once 
more) against all right! All you people! 
Your rebellion is against your own souls! 
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(There's only a) short time to enjoy the 
life of this world - and then you're going 
to come back to Us, and that's when 
We're going to tell you the meaning of 
everything you ever did. 123] 

The example of the life of this world is 
like the water that We send down from 
the sky. It mingles with the various plants 
of the earth and causes them to sprout 
(to life). 


(These plants) then provide food for 
both people and animals. (The plants 
keep on growing) until the earth is 
clothed with their (blossoms and flowers), 
and then it's made (beautiful). 



The people who own (the land around 
them) think that they're in control of it, 
but then Our command comes upon it by 
night or by day. 

Then We reduce it to dry stubble, as if 
there had never been any luxurious 
growth there just the day before! That's 
how We fully explain (Allah's) signs for 
those who think. [ 24 ] 


The Final End is Where the 
Outcome will Be Decided 

.A.llah is calling (you) to the Realm of 
Peace, and He guides whomever He 
wants towards a straight path. 1251 

Those who do good will have good (in 
return) - and even more than that! There 
will be neither darkness nor shame upon 
their faces, for they're the companions of 

the Garden, and there they shall remain! 

[ 26 ] 


Those who've earned evil against 
themselves will be rewarded similarly with 
evil, and they'll further be covered in 
disgrace. 

They'll have no one to defend them 
against Allah, and their faces will be 
shrouded in the darkest shades of night. 
They're the companions of the Fire, and 
that's where they're going to stay! [ 27 ] 

One day, We're going to gather them 
all together, and We'll say to those who 
made partners (with Us), "Go to your 
places! You and the idols you've made!" 

Then We're going to separate them, 
and their partners will say, "It wasn't us 
you were worshipping! Allah is enough 
of a witness between you and us that we 
knew nothing of your worship of us." [ 28 - 29 ] 

Then and there every soul will be tried 
for what it had earned (in its life) before, 
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and they'll be turned over to Allah, their 
rightful guardian. Whatever they 
invented will leave them to languish! [30] 

The Sentence is Proven True 

against Them 

them," Who provides resources 
for you from the sky and the earth? Who 
has power over hearing and sight? Who 
brings life out of death and death out of 
life, and who governs the course of all 
matters?" 

(After they've thought about it), they'll 
be sure to say, "Allah." Then ask them, 

"So won't you then be mindful (of Him)?" 

131 ] 

That's Allah for you, your true Lord. 
What is there after truth except mistakes? 
So how is it that you're turning away? 02] 
And so it is that the sentence will be 
proven true against those who rebel, for 
they won't believe. [33] 

Ask them, “Is there any (idol) from 
among your (false gods) that can begin 
creation and then renew it?" Say to them, 
"Allah began the creation, and He renews 
it. So how are you deceived away (from 
the truth)?" pq 

Ask them, “Are there any among your 
(idols) that can guide someone to the 
truth?" Then say to them, "Allah guides 
to the truth. So isn't the One Who guides 
to the truth more worthy of being 


followed than (an idol or false god) that 
will remain lost unless it's guided (itself)?" 

Just how do you figure things? psi 
Most of them follow nothing but guesses; 
yet, guessing can never win out over the 
truth, and Allah knows what they're 
doing, oei 

About those who Say 
the Prophet Invented It 

This Qur'an isn't something that 
could've been produced by any other 
besides Allah. On the contrary, it 
confirms (the truth of those revelations) 
that came before it, and it's a detailed 
explanation of the Book (of Allah). 



There's nothing doubtful within it, (for 
it's a scripture revealed) from the Lord of 
All the Worlds! 137] 

Are they saying, "He made it all up?" 
Then (challenge them by) saying, "So 
bring a chapter just like it, and then call 
upon anyone you can besides Allah (to 
compare the two), if you're being so 
honest." m 
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But no! They're denying what they 
can't even comprehend even before it's 
been fully clarified for them. In the same 
way, those who came before them also 
denied (the truth of their revelations,) but 
just see how the wrongdoers came to an 
end! [39] 

Among them are some who believed 
in (their scriptures), while others did not, 
and your Lord knows best who the 
immoral are. [4oi 

If they accuse you of lying, then tell 
them, "My deeds belong to me, even as 
your deeds belong to you. You're not 
responsible for what I'm doing, nor am I 
responsible for what you're doing." [4ij 

Now among them are some who 
merely pretend to listen to you, but can 
you force the deaf to hear, even while 
(those uncaring people) have no intellect? 

( 42 ) 

There are others among them who 
stare at you, but can you guide the blind, 
even as they refuse to see? [«i 

Allah is never unjust to people in the 
least. Rather, it's people who are unjust 
to their own souls, m 

One day, He's going to gather them all 
together, and it'll seem (to them) as if 
they had passed only a single hour of a 
day (in their earthly lives). 


They're going to recognize each 
other's (faces), and so it will be that those 
who denied their meeting with Allah and 
who refused guidance will be lost. [45) 

Whether We show you now some of 
what We've promised them or We take 
your soul (before that), they're all going 
to come back to Us (in the end). Then 
Allah will be the witness over what 
they've done. [ 46 ) 



A messenger was sent to every 
community (in the world). When their 
messenger comes before them (as a 
witness on the Day of Judgment), the 
issue will be decided between them with 
justice, and they won't be treated unfairly. 

[ 47 ] 

(Now your people are) asking you, "So 
when will this promise come to pass, if 
you're being so honest?" wi 

Say to them,"/ have no power to bring 
harm or benefit to myself, except as Allah 
wills. 
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"Every community has its own 
(predetermined) time limit. And when its 
deadline is reached, it can neither 
prolong it by an hour nor accelerate it." 

[ 49 ] 

Ask them, "Do you see? If His 
punishment were to come upon you 
(suddenly) during the night or during the 
day, which part of it would the bad 
people want to hurry on? Would you 
then finally believe in it at last?" 

"What! Will you now (believe it's real 
when it happens), even though you 
wanted to hurry it on! Then the 
wrongdoers will be told, 'Suffer the 
unending punishment! You're only 
getting what you deservef" [50-52] 

Now they're asking you to confirm it 
by saying, "Is that the truth?" Tell them, 
"Absolutely! By my Lord, it's the truth, 
and you can’t escape from it. 1 " [531 

Answer Allah's Call and be Saved 

For every soul that sinned, if it had 
everything on earth to offer as a ransom 
(to save itself), it would offer it. 

(Nonetheless, such bribes won't be 
accepted,) so they're going to be filled 
with regret when they see the 
punishment. They'll be judged with 
justice, however, and they won't be 
treated unfairly. :s4i 


Isn't it (a fact) that whatever is in the 
heavens and on the earth belongs to 
Allah? Isn't it (a fact) that Allah's promise 
is a true one? Yet, most of them don't 
understand, rss] 

He's the One Who gives life and death, 
and you're going to return back to Him. 

[ 56 ] 

All you people! An earnest appeal has 
now come to you from your Lord, as well 
as a healing for your hearts and guidance 
and mercy for the believers. is7j 



Say to them, "Let them celebrate in 
Allah's bounty and in His mercy." That's 
better than (all the money) that they hide 
away, isst 

Ask them, "Haveyou seen (and 
considered) all the resources that Allah 
sends down for you, (so you can survive 
in this world)? Yet, you make some of 
those things forbidden (to eat) and other 
things lawful (to eat, for no logical 
reason)." 

Then ask them, “Has Allah given you 
permission (to do that), or are you 
making things up and assigning them to 
Allah?' [ 59 i 
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So what do those who invent lies 
against Allah think about the Day of 
Assembly? Allah is the master of endless 
favor towards the people (of earth); yet, 
most of them are thankless. i«>i 

Allah is always Watching Over You 

There isn't a single thing that you're 
involved with, nor any portion of the 
Qur'an that you recite, nor any deed that 
you do without Us being there to see it, 
even while you're still in the middle of it! 



There's nothing on the earth nor in the 
heavens that's hidden from your Lord - 
nothing even as small as a speck - and 
nothing smaller or greater than that exists 
without its being recorded in a clear 
record, leu 

Without a doubt, the closest allies of 
Allah will have neither fear nor sorrow! [62] 
They're the ones who believed and who 
were mindful (of their duty to Him). [ 63 ] 

So there's good news for them in the 
life of this world, as well as (good news 


for them) in the next - Allah's words (of 
prophecy) never change - and that 
(promise which is from Him is indeed the 
signifier of) the greatest success! [mi 

Don't let what (the pagans) are saying 
bother you, for all combined powers 
belong to Allah. He's the Hearing and 
the Knowing. [ 65 ] Without a doubt, (all 
creatures) within the heavens and the 
earth belong to Allah. 

So what are they following, those who 
call upon 'partners' in place of Allah? 
They're following no more than 
conjecture and inventing lies. [ 66 ] 

He's the One Who made the night for 
you to rest in and the day to make things 
clearly seen. There's evidence in these 
things for any who care to listen. \sr\ 

Addressing an Outrageous Claim 

INlow they're claiming, "Allah has 
begotten a son!” Glory be to Him! He's 
the Self-Sufficient! Everything in the 
heavens and on the earth belongs to 
Him! 

You have no proof to make such a 
claim! Are you saying things about Allah 
about which you know nothing? [ 68 ] 

Say to them," Those who invent a lie 
against Allah will never succeed." [69] 
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Just a bit of fun in the world (for them) 
- and then they'll come back to Us! Then 
We'll make them suffer a terrible 
punishment on account of their covering 
(over the truth), poi 

All Prophets had to Struggle 

Recite for them the story of Noah, 
when he said to his people, "My people! 

If my continued presence among you is a 
burden for you, even as I've been 
reminding you of the signs of Allah, (it 
doesn't matter) for I'm depending on 
Allah. 

"So join together, both you and your 
idols, and gather your plans (against me). 
Don't second guess your plans. Then 
sentence me (to death), and give me no 
chances, pu 

"If you (do decide) to turn away (from 
my preaching, then consider this): I 
haven't been asking you for any reward 
(for my efforts). My reward is due from 
none other than Allah, and I've been 
commanded to be with those who submit 
(to His will)." p2] 

(His people ultimately) rejected him, 
but We saved him and whoever was with 
him in the boat. We let them inherit (the 
land), even as We overwhelmed in the 
flood those who rejected Our signs. Now 
go and see how those who were warned 
were brought to an end! p3i 



Then after him We sent messengers 
(all over the world) to their individual 
nations. 

They brought clear signs to them, but 
their (people) wouldn't believe in what 
they had already (decided to reject) 
beforehand. That's how We seal the 
hearts of the defiant, m 

Moses and the Sorcerers 

en after them We sent Moses and 
Aaron with Our signs to Pharaoh and his 
nobles, but (the Egyptians) were an 
arrogant and wicked people, psi 

When the truth came to them from Us, 

they said of it," This is obviously mag id." 

m 

Moses said to them, "Are you saying 
this about the truth when it's come to 
you? Is this what magic is like? Mere 
sorcerers are never successful!" 

(The Egyptians responded,) saying, 
"Haveyou come to turn us away from the 
traditions of our ancestors, so you and 
your brother can become powerful in the 
land? (Well, it won't work) because we're 
never going to believe in you!" m 
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Then Pharaoh commanded, "Bring me 
every skilled sorcerer (that we have)!" m 

When the sorcerers arrived, Moses said 
to them, "Cast down whatever (spell) you 
wish to castf isoi 

After they had their turn to cast, Moses 
said, "What you've brought is wizardry, 
but Allah will render it useless, for Allah 
never lets the work of the immoral 
triumph. 

"By His words, Allah will prove the 
truth, no matter how much the bad 
people hate it!" isi *21 

None of (the Egyptians) believed in 
Moses except for some of the offspring of 
(Pharaoh's) people, for they feared 
persecution from Pharaoh and his nobles. 
Pharaoh certainly was a tyrant in the land 
whose cruelty knew no bounds. [ 83 i 

The Children of Israel 
Believe in Moses 

IV^Ioses announced (to the Hebrews), 
"My people! If you believe in Allah, then 
trust in Him, if you're truly submissive (to 
His will)." ( 84 ) 

" We trust in Allah, "they answered. 
(Then they prayed,) "Our Lord! Don't 
make us a test for the oppressors, rasi 
Save us, through Your mercy, from those 
who reject (You)." isei 



Then We inspired Moses and his 
brother, saying, "Make homes for your 
people in Egypt, and turn your homes 
into centers (of worship). Establish 
prayers, and give good news to the 
believers." [ 87 ] 

Moses prayed, “Our Lord! You've 
given Pharaoh and his nobles fancy 
trinkets and wealth in the life of this 
world. Our Lord, they've mislead (many) 
away from Your path, so obliterate their 
wealth and harden their hearts so much 
so that they won't believe until they see 
the painful punishment." tssi 

" Your prayer is accepted," came the 
answer. "So stand by the straight (path), 
and don't follow the path of those who 
have no knowledge." i 89 ] 

The Children of Israel 
Escape from Egypt 

We led the Children of Israel across 
the sea. Then Pharaoh and his hordes 
brazenly followed after them in (their 
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blind) rage, even until he was 
overwhelmed and about to be drowned, 
at which time he said, "Now I believe - 
there's no god save for the One in Whom 
the Children of Israel believe! Now I 
submit!" iooi 



" What! Now (you want to submit)?" (it 
was said to him.) "Just a little while ago 
you were the cause of great turmoil! 

“We're going to save your body today, 
so you can become an example to those 
who will come after you. Yet, still most 
people are unconcerned with Our signs!" 

[ 92 ] 

And so it was that We settled the 
Children of Israel in an appropriate place 
and provided them with wholesome 
resources. 

It was only after they were given 
knowledge that they fell into rival groups, 
but Allah will judge between them as to 
their differences on the Day of Assembly. 

[93] 


Ask those who came Before You 

you're ever in doubt about what 
We're revealing to you, (Muhammad,) 
then just ask those who've been reading 
the scripture before you. 

The truth has indeed come to you 
from your Lord, so don't be among the 
doubtful, nor be among those who deny 
Allah's (revealed) verses, for then you'll be 
among the losers. [94-953 

Those who've had the sentence of 
your Lord proven against them won't 
believe, even if every proof were 
presented to them - that is until they see 
the painful punishment (right before their 
eyes)! [95-973 

Of All the Cities 

y hasn't there been a single 
settlement that believed, so that by its 
faith it could have prospered, other than 
the people of Jonah? 

When they believed We removed the 
punishment of disgrace from them in the 
life of this world, and We allowed them to 
enjoy themselves for a (little) while 
longer, psj 
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If Allah had wanted, He could've made 
everyone on earth into believers, (but He 
didn't). So how can you make people 
believe when they don't want to? m 

No soul can believe except by Allah's 
leave, and He brings dire consequences 
down upon those who don't use their 
reason, nooi 

Say to them, "Look around at all (the 
wonderful signs) throughout the heavens 
and on the earth," though neither proofs 
nor warners are of any use to a people 
who have decided not to believe, non 

Do they really expect any (other fate) 
than what befell those who passed away 
before them in former days? 

Then say to them," You just wait then, 
for I'll be waiting with you, as well." 11021 

In the end, We saved Our messengers 
and those who believed, and it was 
entirely appropriate for Us to save those 
who believed, non 


A Call to those in Doubt 

Say to them, "People! If you have any 
doubts about my way of life, (then know 
that) I don't serve what you're serving in 
place of Allah. And what's more, I serve 
Allah, the One Who will take your souls 
(at death), and I've been commanded to 
be among the faithful. no4i 

"(I’ve also been told), 'Set your face 
upon the pure natural way. Never be an 
idol-worshipper, nor call upon any other 
besides Allah, for they're just (material) 
things that can neither benefit nor harm 
you. If you did, then you would truly be 
wrongdoers. nos-ioei 

If Allah touches you with some harm, 
no one can remove it besides Him, and if 
He intends for any good to come your 
way, then no one can withhold His favor. 
He causes it to reach whichever of His 
servants that He wills, for He's the 
Forgiving and the Merciful, non 

Say to them, "People! Now the truth 
has come to you from your Lord! 

Whoever is guided is guided for the good 
of his own soul, and whoever goes astray 
does so to his own loss. It's not my place 
to manage your affairs." nosi 

Now follow the revelation that's being 
sent to you, (Muhammad,) and be patient 
until Allah decides the matter, for He's 
the best one to judge, non 
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Hud 

11 Hud 

Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter is similar to the last in theme, and it continues the veiled message of separation. In 
other words, it prepares the Prophet and his followers for the possibility of abandoning their 
hometown. This is hard for anyone to do, let alone large groups of people. Late Meccan chapters 
like this continually mentioned episodes from the lives of prophets such as Noah and Moses who 
had to make a clean break from their people and past lives for the sake of a brighter future. 

When the order finally came to the Prophet to lead his followers to Medina, they would’ve 
already been well-versed in the principle of migrating for the sake of Allah’s faith. Such was the 
tense atmosphere in the late Meccan period that it even began to show upon the appearance of 
the Prophet. Abu Bakr, noting that the Prophet seemed to be getting worn down, asked him, “It 
seems that you’ve been aging. Why is that?” The Prophet answered, “The chapter of Hud and 
others like it have aged me.” (Tirmidhi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




Lam. Ra. 

(This) Book contains clear teachings 
that have been categorically explained by 
One Who is wise and well-informed, m 
Therefore, you should serve none other 
than Allah. 

(Muhammad, say to all people,) "I've 
(been sent) to you from Him both to warn 
and to give good news, pj 

"So then, seek the forgiveness of your 
Lord, and repent to Him, so He can 
provide you with good things to satisfy 
you (here on earth) for a while and 
ultimately grant His favor upon those 


who are worthy of merit. If you turn away, 
then I'm afraid that you'll be punished on 
a momentous day. m 

"All of you will go back to Allah, and 
He has power over all things." hi 


Background Info... v. 5 

Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 687) was asked about 
this verse. He explained that it was 
about a superstition the pagans had in 
which they were afraid to expose 
themselves to the sky if they had to 
remove any of their clothes, either for 
answering the call of nature or from 
sleeping with their wives. (ibnKath/r) This 
verse is telling them that Allah sees them 
no matter how much they try to hide. 
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As it is, they close up their hearts and 
try to hide from Him! However, even 
though they wrap themselves up in their 
cloaks, He still knows what they hide and 
what they show, for He knows (all the 
secrets) of the heart, pi 

The Faithless can't Hide in their 
Denials 


There isn't a creature that moves on 
the earth without its needing Allah for its 
food and supplies. He knows where its 
usual resting place is, even as He knows 
where it lurks for a while, for everything is 
recorded in a distinctive ledger, tei 


He's the One Who created the heavens 
and the earth in six time periods, and His 
throne was over the water. (He created 
you) so that He could test (you in order 
to bring out) which of you is most noble 
in conduct. 


However, (Muhammad), even if you 
told them," You really are going to be 
resurrected after death," those who cover 
over (the light of faith in their hearts) 
would be sure to say," This is obviously 
just magic." m 

Then if We delayed the punishment 
for some time, they would be sure to say, 
"So what's holding it back?" 

Oh, but on the day when it actually 
comes upon them - nothing will hold it 
back from them then - and they'll be 
completely surrounded by what they 
used to laugh at! m 

Beware the Fickle Heart 

If We let a human being have a taste 
of Our mercy, but then take it away from 
him, he becomes gloomy and thankless, pi 

If We then let him experience good 
fortune after a bout of hardship has 
befallen him, he merely says, "My streak 
of bad luck is over, "and then he becomes 
proud and overconfident, («» 

Although that's not the case with 
those who persevere and do what's 
morally right, for they're going to be 

forgiven, and they'll have a great reward. 

ini 
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Stay the Course 


Perhaps you've been tempted to 
abandon some of what's been revealed to 
you, or perhaps your heart has become 
filled with anxiety (at the thought that) 
they might say," Why aren't any treasures 
being sent down to him, or why aren't 
there any angels coming along with 
him?" 


You're only a warner, and Allah is the 
One Who manages all affairs! 112] 

(Perhaps you're afraid) they might say, 
"He made it all up!" (If they do say that, 
then) tell them, "So bring ten chapters 
like it, and call whomever you can other 
than Allah (to judge them as to their 
similarity), if you're really so honest! iu) 

"And if your (idols) don't answer you, 
then know that this revelation is being 
sent down with Allah's knowledge and 
that there's no god besides Him. So now 
will you submit (to Him)?" iwi 


Are (such evil people the same as) 
those who accepted the (revealed 
scriptural) proof of their Lord, which was 
taught by a witness sent from Him, even 
as the Book of Moses (was also sent) 
before it, as a source of guidance and 
mercy? 



(The believers) put their faith in it, but 
those factions (from days gone by) who 
abandoned (their revelations) will have 
nothing but the Fire as their promised 
meeting place. 

Have no doubt about that, for it's the 
truth from your Lord, though most 
people don't believe, ini 


Those who desire the life of this world 
and all its glitter will be repaid by Us for 
the deeds they did within it, and (they) 
won't be shortchanged, usi 

They're the ones who will have 
nothing in the next life - other than the 
Fire! All the plans they made will be 
useless there, even as all that they did will 
come to nothing! tig 


Who can be more wrong than the one 
who invents a lie against Allah? They're 
going to be brought back before their 
Lord, and then the witnessing (angels) will 
say," These are the ones who lied against 
their Lord!" 

Without a doubt, Allah's curse will 
befall the corrupt! [isj They're the ones 
who hinder others from following the 
path of Allah, trying to make it seem 
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crooked - all the while they're the ones 
who are rejecting (the concept) of the 
next life! usi 

There's no way they can obstruct Allah 
(and His purpose) in this world, nor will 
they find anyone to protect them besides 
Allah. 

Their punishment will be doubled, for 
they (couldn't bring themselves) to hear 
(the message) or notice (the signs of 
Allah). [20] 

They're the ones who've lost their own 
souls, and whatever they invented will 
leave them to languish, pu Without a 
doubt, they're going to be the biggest 
losers in the next life! p2) 

Those who believed, who did what was 
morally right and who humbled 
themselves before their Lord, they'll be 
the companions of the Garden, and there 
they get to stay! 123] 

The two classes (of people, both the 
faithless and the believer), can be 
compared to the blind and deaf and the 
seeing and hearing. 

Are they the same in comparison? So 
won't you take a reminder? p 4 ) 

Noah's People Rejected Him 

And so it was that We sent Noah to 
his people, (and he announced), "I'm a 


clear warner (who's been sent) to you (to 
teach you) that you should serve no one 
else besides Allah. I'm afraid that you 
might be punished on a terrible day ." 

[ 25 - 26 ] 



The leaders of the faithless among his 
people said," We don't see anything in 
you more than a mortal man like 
ourselves, nor do we see anyone 
following you except the weakest and 
least sophisticated among us, nor do we 
see you as any better than the rest of us. 

“No way (are you a messenger of 
Allah)! We think you (and your followers) 
are liars!" pn 

(Noah) replied, "My people! Have you 
considered that I (just might have) been 
given clear evidence from my Lord and 
that He might have indeed sent His 
mercy down upon me from His Own 
presence? 

However, if (those things) are unclear 
to you, then should we force you to 
accept (Allah's truth) when you're dead 
set against it?" psi 


301 







"My people! I'm not asking you for 
any money in return (for my preaching). 
My reward is due from none other than 
Allah, and I'm not going to push away 
(the poor people) who believe, (just 
because you look down upon them). 


you, for He is your Lord, and you're going 
to return back to Him." [ 34 ] 

(So now are the idol-worshippers of 
Mecca) saying, "(Muhammad) has just 
made (this story) all up"? 


"They're going to meet their Lord, 
(even as you will). It's just that I've (come 
to the conclusion) that you're an ignorant 
people." | 29 ] 


Answer them, saying, “If I made up 
(the story of Noah), then it would be my 
fault alone, but I'm free of all your (kinds 
of) corruption, osi 


"My people! Who would help me 
against Allah if I pushed the (poor) away? 
So won't you take a reminder? [ 3 oi I'm not 
telling you that I have the treasures of 
Allah, nor do I know what's hidden, nor 
do I claim to be an angel. 

"And I won't say about the ones whom 
you look down upon that Allah won't 
grant them something good, for Allah 
knows what's in their souls, and if I ever 
were to (push the poor away), then I 
would be acting like a tyrant." pi] 

They answered, "Noah! You've argued 
with us and carried on the argument for a 
long time, so now bring down upon us 
that with which you've threatened us - 
that is if you're really telling the truth!" 1321 

"Allah will certainly bring it down upon 
you,"(Noah) replied, "but only when He 
wants to do it, and then you won't be 
able to stop it! [33] If Allah wants to leave 
you astray, then my advice won't do you 
any good, even though I want to advise 


The Great Flood 


F.Y.I 

Noah preached to his people for 
many years. After he was finally and 
completely rejected by his people, as 
evidenced by his speech contained in 
chapter 71, Allah ordered that he should 
build a boat and save the few who 
believed. This is perhaps the world’s 
oldest story, and we remember it to this 
day for the many lessons it gives. 


IMoah received an inspiration (from 
Allah) that said, “No more of your people 
will believe, except for those who've 
already believed. So don't feel any more 
sadness over what they're doing. [ 36 ] 


"Build a boat under Our sight and by 
Our direction, and don't ask Me any 
further about those who do wrong, for 
they're going to be drowned." [37] 
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So (Noah) began to build the boat, but 
every time the leaders of his people 
passed by him they would ridicule him. 

He would say to them in answer, "If 
you're making fun of us now, (know that) 
we're (soon) going to be making fun of 
you. [ 38 ] 

Soon you're going to know who it is 
that has a humiliating penalty in store, 
and who it is that will have a lasting 
punishment." [39] 

Then Our command arrived, and the 
heated banks (of the rivers) began to 
overflow! 

"Board (the ship), "We said, "and take a 
pair of male and female from every kind 
(of useful livestock). 


"Load up your family, all except for 
those against whom the sentence has 
already been given, and (load) the 
believers." However, only a few had ever 
believed along with him. (4<» 

(Noah) said to (his followers), “Set out 
upon (the boat), for its course and its 
coming to anchor will be in the name of 
Allah, and my Lord is truly forgiving and 
merciful." pu 

(Thereafter, the ship) floated with 
them upon waves (that towered over 
them) like mountains. 

Noah called out to his son, who had 
become separated from the rest (of the 
faithless), "My son! Come on board with 
us, and don't (share the same fate) as the 
faithless!" [ 42 ] 
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"I'll climb upon some mountain," he 
called back, “and that will save me from 
the (rushing) water!" 

(Noah looked away in sadness and) 
said," Today, no one is safe from the 
command of Allah, unless He decides to 
be merciful to him." 


Then the waves came between them, 
and (his son) was just another one of 
those who had been drowned. (43) 



Then the saying went out: "Earth! 
Swallow your water! Sky! Hold back 
(your rain)!" The water went down, and 
the judgment (of Allah) was fulfilled. 

The boat came to rest upon Mount 
Judi, and the saying went out: "The 

wrongdoing people have passed away!" 

m 

Then Noah called upon his Lord and 
said, “My Lord! My son was of my own 
family. Even still, Your promise is true, 
and You're the fairest judge of all." hsi 

"Noah!" (Allah) replied. "He was no 
longer part of your family, for his actions 
were other than moral, so don't ask Me 


about things you may know nothing 
about. This is a word of caution that I'm 
giving to you so you won't be one of the 
ignorant." ( 46 ] 

"My Lord!" (Noah) answered. 7 seek 
Your protection so that I won't ask You 
about things I may know nothing about. 
Unless You forgive me and show me 
mercy, then I would surely be among the 
losers." [47] 

The call went forth: "O Noah! Come 
down (out of the boat) with peace from 
Us and also with blessings upon you and 
upon the people who are with you, (and 
also upon the communities that will 
descend) from them - peoples to whom 
We'll give enjoyment, even though in the 
end a terrible punishment from Us will 
befall them." ^ 

These are some of the hidden stories 
(that were unknown) to you (Muhammad) 
and that We're revealing (to you). 

Neither you nor your people knew them 
before. 

So bear patiently (the persecution of 
the Meccans), for the final (victory) is only 
for those who were mindful (of their duty 
to Allah). |49] 

Hud Calls to His People 

We sent to the (people of) 'Ad their 
brother Hud. He said (to them), "My 
people! Serve Allah! You have no other 
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god than Him. You've been doing 
nothing but inventing (false gods), [so] 

"My people! I'm not asking you for 
any reward for this, for my reward is due 
from none other than the One Who 
created me. So won't you understand?" 

151 ] 

"My people! Ask your Lord to forgive 
you, and turn to Him (in repentance). 

Then He'll send abundant rain down 
upon you and add strength to your 
strength. Don't turn away in wickedness!" 

[ 52 ] 

"Hudf they answered. " You haven't 
brought us any convincing proof. We're 
not about to abandon our gods on your 
word alone, nor will we ever believe in 
you. [ 53 ] 

We'll admit to no more than to say 
that maybe some of our gods have 
afflicted you with insanity." 

(Hud) replied, "I call upon Allah as my 
witness, even as you are witnesses, as 
well, that I'm free of your making partners 
in place of Him, so plot against me all you 
want, and give me no chance. [54-55] 

"I'm going to trust in Allah, the One 
Who is my Lord and your Lord. There 
isn't a creature that moves without Him 
having a hold on its forelock, and my 
Lord is on a straight path." pei 



"Ifyou turn away, then (at least) I've 
conveyed the message to you with which 
I was sent. (Now it just might happen 
that) my Lord will cause another people 
to rise up in your place. 

"(No matter how much you resist 
Allah,) you can't harm Him in the least. 
My Lord is the guardian of all things." [57] 

And so when Our command came, We 
saved Hud and those who believed along 
with him by an act of Our Own mercy, 
and We saved them from a tremendous 
punishment, [ssi 

And so that was the (people of) 'Ad. 
They renounced the signs of their Lord, 
disobeyed His messengers, and obeyed 
the commands of every arrogant enemy 
(of faith). (59) 

They were pursued by a curse in this 
life, and on the Day of Assembly, (oh, 
how they'll be punished), for the 'Ad 
rejected their Lord, and so - away with 
the 'Ad, the people of Hud! teoi 
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The Thamud Suffer a Similar Fate 

W e sent to (the people of) Thamud 
their brother Salih. 

He said (to them), " My people! Serve 
Allah! You have no other god than Him. 

"He's the One Who produced you 
from the earth and settled you upon it. 

"Ask for His forgiveness, and turn to 
Him (in repentance), for my Lord is always 
near and ready to respond." ten 

(His people) said, “Salih! You were one 
of us, and we had always placed our best 
hopes in you (that you might one day be 
our leader). 

"Are you now forbidding us from 
worshipping what our ancestors 
worshipped? We have serious doubts 
about what you're calling us towards." (62) 

“ My people!" ( Salih) answered. "What 
do you think? If I have evidence from my 
Lord and if He's given me mercy from His 
Own Self, then who could help me 
against Allah if I ever disobeyed Him (by 
giving up this mission)? 

"So (the bribes)you're offering me (to 
quit) are no more than the instruments of 
my own ruin, m 



"My people! This camel (you see here 
is specially blessed) by Allah and is a sign 
for you. Therefore, leave her to graze on 
Allah's land, and do her no harm, or a 
swift punishment will befall you." m 

(Then the arrogant people among 
them) cut (her legs) and crippled her, so 
(Salih) told them," Enjoy yourselves in 
your homes for the next three days, (after 
which you're going to be destroyed), and 
that's a promise that won't be proven 
false." [ 65 i 

When Our command came, We saved 
Salih and those who believed along with 
him from the humiliation of that day 
through an act of Our Own mercy. Your 
Lord is Capable and Powerful! [66i 

The mighty blast overtook the 
wrongdoers, and they lay cowering in 
their homes by the morning, reyj 

(It looked) as if they had never lived or 
flourished there before! And so it was 
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(their fate), for the Thamud rejected their 
Lord, and so - away with the Thamud! | 68 ] 

The Ruin of Lot’s People 

a r emissaries went to Abraham with 
good news. They said, "Peace, "and 
"Peace," he answered back. Then he 
hurried to serve them a roasted calf, teg] 

However, when he noticed that their 
hands never moved to partake of (the 
meal), he became suspicious of them and 
grew afraid. "Don't be afraid, "they said, 
“for we're being sent against the people 
of Lot." t 70 ] 

His wife just stood there and laughed 
when We gave her the good news of (a 
son named) Isaac and (a grandson 
named) Jacob. i7ii 

“Misfortune is mine!" she sighed. 

"How could I bear a child now, seeing 
that I'm an old woman and my husband 
here is an old man? That would be 
something amazing, indeed!" m 

“Are you amazed at Allah's 
command?" they asked. "Allah's mercy 
and blessings are (invested in) you, the 
people of (this) house, and He is indeed 
praiseworthy and full of glory." [73] 

When Abraham's sense of unease had 
left him, and after he had heard the good 
news (of a son), he began to plead with 
Us on behalf of Lot's people, for Abraham 


was (by nature) forbearing and prone to 
beseeching (his Lord as a matter of habit). 

[74-75] 

" Abraham!" (the angels said.) “Put an 
end (to your pleading). The command of 
your Lord has already gone out. They're 
going to receive a punishment that 
cannot be turned away." pei 

When Our emissaries arrived (in the 
area of the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and met with) Lot, he became 
worried about their (safety), for he felt 
powerless (to protect) them (from his 
wicked people). 

"Oh, what a stressful day!" he cried 
out, (as he noticed) his people rushing 
towards his (house), eager (to seize his 
guests), for they had long been engaged 
in perverted ways. 



"My people!" he begged them. "My 
daughters are here, and they're more 
appropriate for you! Be mindful of Allah, 
and don't disgrace me with regards to my 
guests. Isn't there a single man among 
you with good sense?" [77-78] 
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" You know we want nothing from your 
daughters," they answered, "andyou 
know quite well what we want (to do with 
your guests)!" [79] 

"If only I had the strength to keep you 
at bay/'{ Lot) cried out, "or some strong 
force to call upon f isoi 

"Lot!" (the angels) said. "We are 
emissaries from your Lord! They won't 
reach you, (for we're going to hold them 
back). 

"Flee (this city) with your family while 
some of the night still remains, and don't 
let anyone look back. However, your wife 
(is not going to leave with you). 

"And so she's going to suffer the same 
fate that they're going to suffer. Their 
time will be up by the morning, and isn't 
the morning near at hand?" isu 

When Our command came, We turned 
(their towns) inside out and rained 
shower upon shower of hard-packed 
brimstone down upon them - (each blow 
being) imposed by your Lord, and such 
(punishments) are never far from those 
who do wrong. [ 82 - 83 ] 

Madyan was also Tested 

We sent to (the people of) Madyan 
their brother Shu'ayb. He said, “My 
people! Serve Allah! You have no other 
god than Him! Don't cheat when you 


measure or weigh (in your business 
dealings). 

"I see that you're in prosperity now, 
but I'm afraid that you'll be punished on 
an overpowering day." [ 84 ] 

"My people! Weigh and measure 
fairly, and don't withhold from people 
what rightfully belongs to them. Don't 
spread corruption in the land with a 
desire to cause chaos, [as] 

"(The fairly earned profits) that Allah 
has left for you are the best for you, if you 
only had faith! However, I haven't been 
given the task of watching over you." [set 

"Shu'ayb!" they answered. “Are the 
prayers that you're making (to your God) 
telling you that we should give up 
worshipping what our ancestors did or 
give up using our property as we see fit? 

"Oh, aren't you the one who is so 
forbearing and filled with common sense, 
(especially when you're telling others 
what to do)!" [8?] 

"My people!" (Shu'ayb) replied. "Now 
you just see if I have dear evidence from 
my Lord (to back up my claim. 

"Here, take a look at my own business 
dealings), for (Allah) has given me good 
returns (through honest trade as a 
bounty) from His Own Self. 
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"I don't want to engage in what I've 
been forbidden to do, unlike your own 
practices. My only desire is to improve 
(your lives) to the best of my ability. My 
success will come only from Allah! I trust 

in Him and turn to Him (in repentance)." 

[881 

"My people! Don’t let my opposition 
(to your longstanding practices) cause 
you to do (more) wrong (in response), for 
you might suffer a fate similar to that of 
the peoples of Noah, Hud or Salih, and 
the people of Lot are not so far away 
from you (that you should claim 
ignorance), isei 

“Ask your Lord to forgive you, and turn 
towards Him (in repentance and 
obedience), for my Lord is full of 
forgiveness and loving tenderness." 1901 

"Shu'ayb!"they answered. “We don't 
even understand most of what you're 
telling us! In fact, we think you're the 
weakest among us. 

“If it wasn't for your family 
(connections), we would've stoned you 
already, because you don't have any 
power to prevent us." pu 

"My people!" he replied. "Is my 
family’s (influence) the most important 
factor for you to consider (in deciding 
whether to harm me or not), even more 
than (your fear of) Allah? 


"Are you casting Him aside behind 
your backs (so easily)? My Lord 
completely surrounds whatever you're 
doing!" [92] 

"My people! Do whatever you can, 
and I'll do whatever I can, likewise. You're 
soon going to know who will have a 
humiliating punishment befall them and 
who is lying, so keep on watching, for I'll 
be watching with you." 1931 

When Our command came, We saved 
Shu'ayb and those who believed along 
with him through an act of Our Own 
mercy, but the mighty blast took hold of 
the corrupt, and they lay cowering in 
their homes by morning. (94] 



(It looked) as if they had never lived 
and flourished there before! And so it 
was that the (people of) Madyan were 
removed - just like the people of 
Thamud! psi 
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Take a Warning from 
the Pattern of History 

so it was that We also sent 
Moses with Our signs - and also with a 
dear mandate - to Pharaoh and his 
nobles. 

However, (his nobles) obeyed 
Pharaoh's orders, and (obeying) 

Pharaoh's orders was not the most 
rational (thing for them to do). i<*>-97] 

He's going to stand before his people 
on the Day of Assembly and then lead 
them into the Fire - and oh, how terrible 
is the place into which they'll be led! psi 

They're followed by a curse in this 
(life), and on the Day of Assembly they're 
going to get an awful gift (in exchange 
for their awful deeds). [99] 

These are some of the stories of the 
nations (of the past) that We're narrating 
to you. Some of them still exist, while 
others have been mowed down. [i<x» 

It wasn't We Who did them any wrong. 
Rather, they did wrong against their own 
souls. All those idols that they used to 
call upon besides Allah were of no use to 
them when Allah's command went out, 
nor did they add anything (to their 
troubles) except for more destruction, non 

That's what being seized by your Lord 
is like when He seizes towns steeped in 


the midst of their own corruption, and His 
grasp is exceedingly firm! tio2i 

There is a sign in this for those who 
fear the penalty of the next life. That will 
be a day when all people will be gathered 
together, and that will be a day of giving 
testimony, non 

We won't delay it any more than the 
time that's set for it. [io4j 

On the day when it arrives, no soul will 
be allowed to speak unless it's been 
granted His permission. Some of those 
(assembled) there will be wretched, and 
others will be esteemed, uosi 

The wretched will be in the midst of 
the Fire, and they'll have nothing but 
moaning and wailing, and they'll remain 
there for as long as the heavens and the 
earth endure, except as your Lord wills, 
and your Lord does whatever He wants. 

[ 106 - 107 ] 

Meanwhile, those who are held in high 
esteem will be in the midst of the Garden, 
and they'll remain there for as long as the 
heavens and the earth endure, except as 

Allah wills, and it will be an unending gift. 

(1081 
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Have no doubts (about the true 
nature) of what these (Meccans) are 
worshipping, for they're worshipping 
nothing more than what their ancestors 
worshipped before them (out of blind 
habit). 

We're going to pay them back what is 
due to them without withholding 
anything. [109] 

And so it was that We gave the 
scripture to Moses, but (later generations) 
differed about it. 

If it wasn't for the statement (of 
principle) that went out before from your 
Lord (that people will have time to make 
their choice as to whether or not to 
believe), then the matter would've been 
decided between them. However, they 

persist in doubts and misgivings about it. 

1110 ] 

What is a Sincere Believer? 

An shall be repaid by your Lord for 
the result of their deeds, for He's well- 
informed about everything they're doing. 

[mi 

So stand up firmly (for the truth) as 
you've been ordered to do, both you and 
those who are with you who turn (to 
Allah for guidance). Don't overstep 
(Allah's laws). Indeed, He's watching 
everything you do. imi 


Don't lean towards (being on the side 
of) wrongdoers, or else the Fire will take 
hold of you. 

You have no other protector than 
Allah, and you won't be helped (by 
anyone else if you cross Him), m3] 


Background Info... v. 114 

A man had kissed a woman to whom 
he was neither married nor related, and 
he went to the Prophet in repentance 
and asked how the sin could be erased. 

This verse was then revealed. After 
the Prophet recited it, the grateful man 
asked, “Messenger of Allah, is this verse 
just for me?” The Prophet replied, “This 
is for all of my community.” (Bukhari) 


Establish prayer at the two ends of the 
day and during some hours of the night, 
for good deeds remove evil deeds. 


This is a reminder for those who would 
be reminded, umi 



Be patient (with any hardships that 
befall you), for Allah will never allow the 
reward of the righteous to be lost, pisi 




Parting Thoughts 
on the Path of Truth 

So now why weren't there - in all the 
generations that went before you - 
people with sense enough to prevent 
others from spreading chaos and disorder 
in the earth, except for the very few 
whom We saved (from harm)? 



The wrongdoers followed after 
nothing more than what pleased them, 
and they were truly wicked, me] 

However, your Lord never destroys a 
settlement unjustly, (that is) as long as its 
people are behaving well. 1117] 

If your Lord had wanted, He could've 
made all people into a single community. 
However, they never cease to argue, 


except for the ones who've been graced 
with your Lord's mercy, and this is the 
purpose for which We created them. 

The sentence of your Lord will be 
fulfilled: "I will fill Hell fire with jinn and 
people all together!" pu-iwi 

(The purpose) of all of these stories of 
(the ancient) messengers that We're 
relating to you is to strengthen your 
heart. 

These (stories) that are coming to you 
contain the truth, as well as warnings and 
reminders for those who believe. 11201 

So say to those who don't believe, "Do 
whatever you can, and we’ll do whatever 
we can. [1211 Wait for some time, and we'll 
be waiting, also." [1221 

The (knowledge) of unseen things 
within the heavens and the earth belongs 
only to Allah, and all matters will go back 
to Him (for their resolution), so serve Him, 
and trust in Him. 

Your Lord is not unaware of what 
you're doing. {i2sj 
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Joseph 

12 Yusuf 

Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

The story of Joseph has long been considered one of the most engaging and heart-warming 
accounts in the Qur'an. It is also the single longest chapter with only one continuous theme and 
story line. It was revealed near the last days of the Prophet's stay in Mecca, at a time when the 
pagans and enemies of Islam were closing the noose of public enmity around the Muslims from all 
sides. A group of visiting Jews from the northern city of Yathrib (later to be called Medina) had 
doubts about the validity of Muhammad's prophethood. 

Hoping to expose him as a possible fraud, they suggested to the pagans that they should ask 
him to narrate a Jewish story that the Arabs knew nothing about. In the main square of Mecca, a 
pagan man asked him, “What happened to Joseph and his brothers? How did they come to live in a 
far-away land among strange people?” 

If Muhammad ( P ) failed to answer, then it could've been said that he was a fake and not a true 
prophet. Muhammad ( P ) said that he would wait for revelation from his Lord. A short while later, 
Muhammad ( P ) stood out in the public forum and proceeded to recite the entire story of Joseph and 
his brothers - without a pause or break - until the entire length of this chapter was finished. (Verses 
1-3 were revealed and added later.) 

As Muhammad ( P ) recited the story, the crowd fell silent. When he had finished, the Jewish 
visitors who witnessed the event left without saying a word. A few weeks later, several more 
visitors came from Yathrib, this time Arabs, and they accepted Islam at a site called ‘Aqabah. The 
Muslim community now had two great lights to give them hope: the addition of new believers from 
another city; and the most beautiful of all stories, as the Qur'an described the story of Joseph. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Lam. Rd. 

These are the verses of the clear Book. 
We've sent it (in the form of) an Arabic 
Qur'an so you can think (on it) deeply, n-21 


Now We're going to narrate to you 
the most beautiful story in Our revealing 
this portion of the Qur'an to you. You 
didn't know (this story) before, pi 
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The Dream 


Joseph said to his father, "O Father! I 
saw (in a dream) that eleven stars, the sun 
and the moon were all bowing 
themselves to me!" wi 



"My little son," his father answered. 

"Don't mention this vision to your 
brothers for they might plot against you 
(out of jealousy). Shaytan is the clear 
enemy of all of humanity!" is) 

"(It's my feeling) that your Lord is 
going to choose you (to be a prophet) 
and teach you how to interpret (the 
meaning of passing events). 

"(By this gift), He will complete His 
favor upon you and upon the 
descendants of Jacob, even as He had 
already completed it upon your 
forefathers, Abraham and Isaac. Indeed, 
your Lord has all knowledge and 
wisdom." [6| 

And it just so happens that in (the 
story of) Joseph and his brothers, there 


are definitely lessons for (those) people 
who asked! m 


The Brothers Plot against Joseph 


(Joseph' 


l's older brothers complained 
among themselves,) saying, "Our father 
loves Joseph and his (younger) brother 
(Benjamin) more than he loves us, even 
though we're just as good! Our father is 
obviously mistaken!" 


18 ] 


(Then one of the brothers suggested), 
"So then let's kill Joseph or send him 
away to some far off place. Then our 
father will give us all his attention. 

There’ll be plenty of time for all of you to 
reform yourselves later on ." m 

However, one of the other (brothers) 
said," Don't kill Joseph! Why don't you 
throw him down in the bottom of a well? 
Then some passing caravan can find him 
(and take him away)."m 


(Later, the brothers approached their 
father and said,) "Father! Why don't you 
entrust Joseph with us, since (you know) 
we have his best interests at heart ? Send 
him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself 
and play. We'll protect him (from any 
danger)." [n-i2] 


"I'm uneasy," their father replied, 

"about your desire to take him (along 
with you). I'm afraid that a wolf might eat 
him while you're not paying attention." 

[ 13 ] 


314 


"If a wolf were to eat him," they 
answered, "while there's so many of us 
(there to protect him), then we would 
have perished (first). 1 " ti4i 

So, they took Joseph out with them, 
(after assuring their father he would be 
fine), but secretly they had all agreed to 
throw him down a well. 


(Then they pulled out his shirt,) which 
they had secretly stained with false blood 
"It can't be!" 

Jacob cried. "You must have made 
(some kind of plan) amongst yourselves! 
As for me, / can only wait with gracious 
patience. Only Allah can (help me) bear 
(the pain) of what you've described." uei 


(Then, as they seized Joseph and were 
about to throw him into the deep hole), 
We revealed (this message to) his (heart), 
"One day you're going to tell them about 
their affair when they won't even know 
(who you are)\" nsj 



Then (the brothers) returned home at 
nightfall in tears. [iei "Oh, Father!"they 
cried. " We went racing with each other 
and left Joseph all alone (to watch) our 
things. Then a huge wolf (came and) ate 
him up! Yet, you'll probably never 
believe us, even though we're telling the 
honest truth!" mi 


Then a caravan of travelers passed by, 
and when they sent their (water boy) to 
the well, he let down his bucket and 
shouted, "Hey! Look at this! Good news! 
Here's a fine young boy!" 

Then they stowed him 
away like a treasure, 
though Allah knew what 
they were doing. [i 9 i 

(Joseph's brothers) 
sold him (to the caravan) for the measly 
price of (a handful) of silver coins. That's 

how low of an opinion they had of him! 

[ 20 ] 

Joseph in Egypt 

Egyptian who bought (Joseph) 
said to his wife, "Treat him honorably, for 
he might bring us some benefit, or we 
could even adopt him as a son." 

This is how We settled Joseph in the 
land so We could teach him how to 
interpret passing events. 
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Allah has complete proficiency over 
His affairs; yet, most people never realize 

it. (2ii 

In time, as Joseph became fully 
mature, We endowed him with sound 
judgment and intelligence, and that's 
how We reward those who are good. 1221 

However, she in whose house he lived 
(began to feel attracted to him), and she 
sought to seduce him against his (moral) 
nature. 

She bolted the doors and said to him, 
"I'm ready for you now, (so come to me)!" 

"Allah forbid!" Joseph exclaimed. "Your 
husband is my master! He's the one who 
made my life here tolerable! No good 
comes to people who do wrong!" 1231 

However, she desired him greatly, and 
he would've desired her, except that he 
remembered the proof of his Lord. 

And so We turned him away from 
corruption and (the desire to do) 
shameful deeds, for He was one of Our 
sincere servants. [ 24 ] 

Then they raced each other to the 
door, and she tore his shirt from behind 
(as he attempted to get away). When 
they reached the door they found her 
noble (husband) standing right there! 


(Thinking quickly,) she said," What 
other punishment can there be for 
someone who wickedly (tried to seduce 
your wife) except prison or a painful 
beating!" (251 



But she's the one who tried to seduce 
me away from my own nature!" (Joseph) 
protested. 

Just then, a member of her household 
who witnessed (the scene as it unfolded), 
suggested," If his shirt is torn from the 
front, then she's telling the truth, and he's 
the liar! uei But if his shirt is torn from the 
back, then she's the liar, and he's telling 
the truth. 1 " [271 

When he saw that Joseph's shirt was, 
indeed, torn from the back, (he turned to 
his wife and scolded her), saying," Truly, 
this is your ploy, and your ploy is 
formidable! (2sj 
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"Joseph, forget any of this ever 
happened!" (Turning back to his wife), he 
said, "Apologize for your offense, for 
you're clearly at fault!" 1291 

The Women of the City Find Out 

en news of the event became 
known), the (upper class) women of the 
city (began to gossip), saying," The wife of 
the great minister wants to seduce her 
own houseboy. He must have stricken 
her with passionate desire. We can see 
that she's clearly losing her mind!” poi 

When she heard of their malicious 
gossiping, she invited them and prepared 
a banquet for them. (After they all 
arrived and were seated,) she gave each 
of them a (fruit-cutting) knife. 



(While they were cutting their food), 
she called out to Joseph, saying, "Come 
out (Joseph, and stand here) before 
them." 


When they saw him, (his handsome 
features) astounded them, and they cut 
right through (their fruit) to their hands! 

"Allah save us!" they cried. "He's no 
ordinary man! This is no less than a 
handsome prince!" m 

"There before you now," she said, "is 
the one you blamed me for! (Yes,) I did 
try to seduce his very soul, but he eluded 
me and resisted me in order to preserve 
his innocence! Now if he doesn't do what 
I command, he'll surely be thrown into 
prison and be with the most 
contemptible!" [321 

"My Lord!" (Joseph) cried. "I desire 
prison far more than what they're calling 
me towards, and unless You steer their 
ploy away from me, I might become 
attracted to them and act like an ignorant 

fOOl." [331 

Then his Lord heard (his plea) and 
turned their ploy away from him, for truly 
He is the Hearing and the Knowing. [34) 
Then, after they saw the evidence (of 
what was going on), it occurred to (the 
husbands of the women) that it would be 
best to put him in prison for a while, psj 

The Two Prisoners 

IMow along with Joseph there were 
two other men who were put in (the 
prison). The first one said, "I saw myself 
(in a dream) pressing wine." 
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The second one said, 7 saw myself (in 
a dream) carrying bread on my head with 
a swarm of birds eating off it." 

(Then they said to Joseph)," Tell us the 
meaning of these (strange dreams), for 
we can tell that you're a good one (to 
ask)." [ 36 ] 

(Joseph) answered, “Even before your 
next meal comes, I'll explain to you the 
meaning of (your dreams that will 
predict) events before they even happen 
to you. This is part of what my Lord has 
taught me. I've given up the customs of 
(these) people who disbelieve in Allah 
and reject the (punishment) of the next 
life. [37] 

" / follow the customs of my fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and none of us 
ever made any partners with Allah. This 
comes from the grace of Allah that's been 
bestowed upon us and upon people (in 
general), though most people are 
thankless." [ 38 ] 

Then he said, "My fellow inmates! 
Which is better: many lords arguing 
among themselves, or the One, Irresistible 
Allah? [ 39 ] If you don't serve Him, then 
you're serving nothing more than names 
that you and your ancestors made up, 
and Allah gave no one permission to do 
that. 

“The right to command is for none 
save Allah, and He has commanded that 


you serve nothing besides Him. That's 
the straight way of life, but most people 
don't understand. "[ 4 oi 

"My fellow inmates," he continued. "As 
for the first of you, he will again pour out 
the wine for his master to drink. As for 
the other, he will be hung from a stake, 
and the birds will eat off his head. The 
matter you two asked me about has been 
decided." ( 4 ij 



(Then Joseph) whispered to the one 
whom he thought would be released, 
“Mention me to your master." 

However, Shaytan made (the man) 
forget all about it, so Joseph lingered in 
prison for a few more years. [ 42 ] 

The Mysterious Dream 

king (of Egypt called to his 
nobles) and said, "I saw (in a dream) 
seven fat cows being eaten by seven 
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skinny ones and seven green shafts of 
grain and seven others withered. My 
nobles! Tell me what my vision means if 
you can explain the meaning of visions." 

[ 43 ] 

"Just a confused bunch of symbols," 
they replied. "We're not experts at 
figuring out the meaning (of such cryptic 
dreams)." m 

However, the one who had been 
released (from prison), and who now 
remembered (Joseph) after so long, said, 
77 / tell you what it really means. Send 
me (to the one who can solve this 
riddle)." [45] 

(When the wine-server arrived at the 
prison, he went to Joseph's cell) and said, 
“Joseph, the one (who predicted the) 
truth (for me so long before)! 

“Explain for us the meaning of (this 
new vision): seven fat cows being eaten 
by seven skinny ones; seven green shafts 
of grain followed by seven withered ones. 
Tell me, so I can return to the people (at 
the royal court) so they can know." ^ 

(Joseph) replied ," For seven years 
you'll diligently grow crops like you 
always do, but when you harvest them 
leave all the grains in the stalk except for 
the little that you must eat. m 



"Then after this will come seven 
dreadful years (of bad harvests), in which 
you will have to live off of what you had 
stored up in advance, saving only small, 
guarded supplies. ^ 

"Then after that, a year will come in 
which the people will be delivered (from 
the drought), and they'll press (wine and 
oil once more )." [49i 

Joseph in the Court of the King 

en the man returned with the 
meaning of the dream), the king (was 

impressed), and he said, "Bring him to 

___ _ // 

me. 

However, when the messenger (of the 
king) went (to the prison to release 
Joseph, he refused to leave his cell). 

He said, "Go back to your master and 
ask him, 'How is it with the women who 
cut their hands?' My Lord is aware of 
their trap." [so] 
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(The king then ordered the women 
who were involved in the affair to be 
gathered before him.) Then he asked 
them," What were your intentions when 
you tried to seduce Joseph's very soul?" 

The women answered, "Godsave us! 
We don't know anything bad about him!" 

Then the wife of the great minister 
said, “The truth has now become clear, for 
it was I who tried to seduce him, but he 
indeed remained honorable." pi] 

(When Joseph was informed of what 
happened, he said,) "So there it is - (I 
desired the truth to come to light so that 
my master) would know that I was never 
unfaithful to him in his absence, and Allah 
never guides the plans of betrayers! [521 

7 don't deny my guilt, for the soul can 
descend into depravity unless my Lord is 
merciful. Certainly, my Lord is forgiving 
and merciful." p 3 i 

Then the king commanded, “Bring him 
to me; I'm going to take him into my 
personal service." 

When (Joseph arrived at court, the 
king reassured him), saying, "Feel 
confident today in my presence, for your 
position is secure and established." [54] 



(Joseph) said, "Put me in charge of all 
the granaries in the land. I'll guard them 
knowing (their full importance)." [551 

And so it was in this manner that We 
established Joseph in the position that he 
could take anything in the land in 
whatever quantity he willed. 

We parcel out Our Mercy to 
whomever We want, and We never lose 
the reward of those who do good, pej The 
reward of the next life is much better for 
those who believe and who are mindful 
(of Allah). i57] 

The Brothers Go to Egypt 

(When the foretold famine struck 
the region), Joseph's brothers arrived in 
his presence (to buy food), but they 
didn't recognize him, although he knew 
immediately who they were, psi 

After he had provisioned them with 
what they needed, he told them, “Bring 
me (the youngest) brother you have from 
the same father as yourselves. 
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"Don'tyou see that I give full measure 
and that I provide the best hospitality? [S9i 

"Now, if you don't bring him to me, 
you won't get any more (grain) from me, 

nor shall you ever come near me again." 

|60| 

They answered," We'll certainly get our 

way from his father. Surely we'll do it." 

1611 

Then (Joseph quietly) told his servants, 
"Put their trade goods back into their 
saddlebags, (and do it in such a way) that 
they won't find out until after they've 
returned to their families, for that may 
spur them into returning (for more 
supplies)." [62i 

(When the brothers) returned to their 
father, they said, "Father! We won’t get 
any more grain (unless we take our 
youngest brother with us next time), so 
send our brother (Benjamin) with us so 
we can get more (supplies). We'll 
certainly protect him." [ 63 ] 

"Should I trust you with him," (Jacob) 
replied, "when I had already trusted you 
with his brother (Joseph) so long before? 
Even still, Allah is the best guardian. He's 
the most merciful of the merciful." [ 64 ] 

Then, when they were unpacking their 
supplies, they found their trade goods 
(hidden in the grain). 



They said, "Father! For what more can 
we ask? Our trade goods have been 
returned to us so we can go and get 
more food for our families. 

"We 7 / protect our brother and get a 
full load of grain (extra from our host in 
Egypt). That's like nothing (for him to 
give)." [ 65 ] 

Jacob said, 77 / never send him with 
you unless you swear a special promise to 
me in Allah's name that you'll be sure to 
bring him back, unless you, yourselves, 
are trapped." 

After they swore their oath, he said, 
"Allah, You be the One Who guarantees 
what we've said!" [66] 

(Then he gave his sons the following 
instructions), saying, "My sons, don't 
enter the city all from the same entrance, 
but rather each of you should pick a 
different entrance, not that I can help you 
against Allah with my advice. 
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"No one can decide (the outcome of 
events) except Allah. I'll trust in Him, and 
let everyone who would trust (in 
something) trust in Him." [ 67 ] 

When they entered the city in the way 
their father had instructed, it didn't help 
them in the least against (the plan of) 
Allah. 

It was just something Jacob felt he had 
to say, for he was - by Our instruction - 
very intelligent (and experienced), but 
most people don't know that, (esi 

Who Took the King’s Cup? 

(When the brothers arrived and) 
were admitted back into Joseph's 
presence, he took his (younger) brother 
(Benjamin) aside and insisted that he stay 
with him. 

He told him, "(Benjamin,) surely I'm 
your own brother, so don't be worried 
over what the (other brothers) may do." 

[ 69 ] 

Then after Joseph had given them the 
supplies they needed, he (secretly) put a 
drinking cup into his (youngest) brother's 
saddlebag. 

(When the brothers began to leave for 
the return journey,) an announcer 
shouted out after them, "Hey, you there! 
In the caravan! You're surely thieves!" t7oj 



(The brothers turned towards the 
guards) and said, "Just what is it that 
you're missing?" pu 

"We’re missing the great cup of the 
king," they replied, "and whoever brings it 
back will get a camel's load (worth of 
valuables)." (Then the captain of the 
guard said,) "I can assure you of that!" [ 72 ] 

(The brothers protested), saying, "By 
Allah! You know we didn't come here to 
make trouble in this land, and we're 
certainly not thieves!" p3] 

"So then what should the penalty be 
(for this crime)," the (Egyptians) asked, "if 
you're found to be liars?" um 

"The penalty"they answered, "should 
be that the owner of the saddlebag in 
whose possession you find the item 
should be held (as a slave) to pay for the 
crime. This is how we penalize criminals 
(in our country)." psi 

Then (Joseph came and) began to 
search their baggage first, before coming 
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to his brother's (bag). When (he opened) 
the bag of his brother (Benjamin, he held 
up the cup), and there it was! 

That's how We planned it for Joseph. 
He couldn't hold his brother, according to 
the law of the king, except that Allah 
willed it. 

We increase the status of whomever 
We want, but over all learned masters is a 
more knowledgeable One. [79 



(The brothers) cried out, "If he stole 
something, then you should know that he 
had another brother who used to steal 
before!" 

Joseph kept his feelings to himself, so 
as not to give the secret away to them. 
Instead, he said," You're in the worst 
position, and Allah knows best the truth 
of what you claim!" 1771 


They begged, "Great one! He has an 
old and respected father! Take one of us 
in his place, instead. We see that you're 
fair (in your decisions)." [ 78 ] 

(Joseph) replied, "Allah forbid that we 
should take anyone besides the one who 
had our property. If we did that, then we 
would be acting unjustly." [79] 

What will the Brothers 
Tell their Father? 

en (the brothers) saw no chance 
of him changing his mind, they discussed 
the matter among themselves privately. 

The oldest one among them said, 
"Don't you know that you made a 
promise to your father in Allah's name 
and that even before this you failed in 
your duty to Joseph? As for me, / won’t 
leave this land until my father allows me 
or Allah makes a decision about me, and 
He's the best to decide."m 

"Go back to your father and tell (him), 
'Father! Your son stole something. We 
report only what we know, and we 
couldn't guard against what we didn't 
expect! tan 

"Ask at the town we passed through 
and in the caravan in which we returned, 
and you'll see that we're telling the 
honest truth.” ts2] 
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(When Jacob was informed), he cried 
out, "Not so! You've made up a story to 
cover yourselves! I can do no more than 
endure this (tragedy) with dignity. 

Perhaps Allah will bring them all back to 
me (somehow), for He's full of knowledge 
and wisdom." isbi 

Then he turned away from them and 
cried, "How sad I feel for Joseph!" Then 
his eyes glazed over and became white. 
Blinded by his sorrow, he became 
increasingly despondent. [84] 

(The brothers) shouted, “By Allah! 

You'll never stop remembering Joseph 
until you exhaust yourself or die!" [85] 

(Jacob answered them), saying, “I'm 
only complaining about my sorrow and 
sadness to Allah, and I know things from 
Allah that you don't, tssi 

"My sons! Go back to Egypt, and ask 
about Joseph and his brother! Never give 
up hope of Allah's compassion. Truly, no 
one despairs of Allah's compassion except 
for those who cover over (their awareness 
of His power over them)." [87] 



(When the brothers returned to Egypt) 
and entered (Joseph's presence once 
again), they said, "Great one! Grief has 
come upon our family and us. We only 
have a few goods left (to trade), so grant 
us full rations as an act of charity for us. 
Allah rewards the charitable." tssi 

(Then Joseph spoke), saying “Do you 
remember how you dealt with Joseph 
and his youngest brother in your 
ignorance?" [89] 

(When they realized who the man 
before them was,) they asked, "Are you 
really Joseph?" 

"(Yes), I am Joseph," he replied, "and 
this is my brother (Benjamin)! Allah has 
brought the gift (of this reunion) to all of 
us. Truly, whoever is mindful (of Allah) 
and who patiently perseveres (through 
any hardships), Allah will never let the 
reward of those who were good become 

lost." [90] 

(The brothers) cried out, "By Allah! 
Allah has indeed preferred you over us, 
and we're guilty of a crime. 1 " [9i] 

"Let there be no blame upon you this 
day," Joseph replied. "Allah will forgive 
you, and He's the most merciful of the 
merciful. 02 ] 

"Now, go and take my shirt with you; 
cast it over my father's face, and he will 
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see again. Then return here all together 
with your families." [93] 

Jacob's Premonition 

Even as the caravan departed (from 
Egypt, Joseph's) father exclaimed (to the 
people around him in his encampment), 

"I smell the scent of Joseph, even though 
you may think I'm senile." [ 94 ] 

"By Allah!" they replied. “Butyou have 
an old, wandering mind." pg 



He raised up his parents onto a high 
place (of honor), but they all fell down 
prostrate before him. 

(Joseph) exclaimed (in wonder), "My 
Father! This is the completion of the 
vision I had so long before. Allah has 
made it all come true! 


However, when the herald of good 
news arrived and put the shirt over 
(Jacob's) face, he immediately regained 
his ability to see. Then he said (to those 
around him), "Didn't I say to you that I 
know things from Allah that you don’t?" 

[ 96 ] 

(Then the brothers) cried out, "Father! 
Ask forgiveness for our sins; we were truly 
in the wrong ." [ 97 ] 

"Very soon will I ask my Lord to forgive 
you," he replied, "for Fie is indeed the 
Forgiving and the Merciful." m\ 

The Fulfillment of the Dream 

en Jacob and all the rest of his 
family) entered into Joseph's presence, he 
provided a home for his parents with 
himself, saying, " Enter safely into Egypt, if 
it pleases Allah." [99] 


"Fie was good to me when Fie got me 
out of prison and then brought all of you 
here from out of the desert - even after 
Shaytan had caused conflict between me 
and my brothers. My Lord is subtle in 
what He wills, for He is the Knowing and 
the Wise." uooi 

(Joseph prayed), "My Lord! You've 
indeed given me some power and taught 
me how to interpret passing events. 
Originator of the heavens and the earth! 
You're my protector in this world and in 
the next. Take me as one surrendering 
(to Your will), and join me with the 
righteous!" [ion 

This is one of the hidden stories that 
We're revealing to you by inspiration. 

You weren't there among (Joseph's 
brothers) when they agreed on their affair 
and made a plot, non 
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Yet, most people won't believe, no 
matter how hard you wish them to. 1103] 

The Natural Signs of Allah 

"You're not asking (the faithless) for 
any reward for this - this is no less than a 
reminder for all the worlds, umi Then 
how many signs in the heavens and on 
the earth do they pass by? 

Yet, they turn (their faces) away from 
them! posi Most of them don't believe in 
Allah without making (others as partners) 
with Him! poei 

Do they feel safe against the 
overwhelming nature of Allah's wrath 
coming down upon them or of the 
sudden arrival of the (final) Hour without 
their even noticing it? uo7] 

Say to them," This is my way. I'm 
inviting (you) to (believe in) Allah with 
evidence as clear as sight. (This is) my 
(way, and the way of) whoever follows 
me. Glory be to Allah! I'll never be an 
idolater!" uosi 

We didn't send before you any beings 
other than men whom We inspired, and 
they lived in human communities. 

Don't they travel through the earth 
and see what became of those 
(disbelieving nations) before them? 



(Regardless of what people get in this 
life), the home of the next life is the best 
for those who are mindful (of Allah). So 
won't you understand? [i<»] 

(The forces of darkness will be granted 
a period of ascendancy), even up to the 
point when the messengers begin to lose 
hope (of the success of their mission) and 
feel they've been denied (utterly by their 
people). 

Then, (without any advance warning), 
Our help will come and reach them, and 
We'll save whomever We want, but Our 
punishment will never be steered away 
from the bad people, moi 

And so it is that there are lessons in 
the stories (of past civilizations) for 
people of understanding. 

(This tale of Joseph) is not a fictional 
account, but a confirmation of (the 
message that came) before it. It's a 
detailed account of all things and a guide 
and mercy to a believing nation, pm 
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Thunder 

13 Ar-Ra'd 

Late Meccan to Early Medinan Period 


3 * Introduction 

This chapter was mostly revealed in the later portion of the Meccan period, although a few 
verses date from Medina. It summarizes many of the ongoing themes touched upon in other 
chapters and introduces some dramatic imagery and unique doctrines related to the next life. The 
name of the chapter is taken from verse 13 where the very thunder itself is said to sound with the 
praise of Allah. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Am Lam. Meem. Ra. 

These are the verses of the Book, the 
very one that's being revealed to you 
from your Lord, and it's the truth. Yet, 
most people don't believe, m 

Allah is the One Who raised the skies 
without any supports that you can see. 
Then He established Himself upon the 
throne (of power). 

He tamed the sun and the moon, 
(causing) each to complete its orbit in a 
precise amount of time. That's how He 
regulates all matters. 

(The reason why) He explains the 
proof (of His power) in such detail is so 
that you can believe confidently in the 
meeting with your Lord, pi 


He's the One Who spread the earth 
out wide and placed firm mountains 
within it and (flowing) rivers, as well. 



(He also placed upon the earth) all 
types of fruit in pairs, two by two, and He 
draws the night like a veil over the day. 

In these things are signs for people who 
think, pi 

There are (distinct) regions adjoining 
each other on the earth, as well as 
vineyards, fields of grain and date palms 
growing from either (multiple root 
systems) or from only one (root). 
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They're all watered with the same 
water; yet, some of them (produce fruits 
that) are better for eating than others. In 
these there are signs for those who 
reflect, w 



If you're amazed (at how they can 
deny Allah, after seeing how complex the 
world He made is), even more amazing 
still is their saying," When we're reduced 
to dust, are we really going to be created 
as good as new?" 

They're the ones who are blatantly 
denying their Lord, so they're the ones 
around whose necks will be shackles! 
They'll be the companions of the Fire, and 
that’s where they're going to stay! pi 

They're asking you to hurry on 
something awful in preference to 
something good. 

Yet, there have been many humiliating 
punishments (that struck previous 
peoples) before them. 

However, your Lord is full of 
forgiveness towards people, even in their 


corruption, just as He's also harsh in 
punishment. iej 

And then the faithless ask, "So why 
isn't a miracle being sent down to him 
from his Lord?" Yet, you're only a warner 
and a guide for all nations, m 

Allah Encompasses All Things 

y\llah knows what every female 
bears and how much the wombs are early 
or late, for everything is measured in His 
sight. (8i 

He knows what's beyond sight, as well 
as what's clearly seen, for He's the Great 
One, the Highest of All! pi 

So it's all the same whether one of you 
hides his words or says them openly or 
whether you lay hidden by night or walk 
about in broad daylight, uoi 

(Every person has angels) following 
him, both before him and behind him. 
They guard him by the command of 
Allah. 

Truly, Allah will never change the 
condition of a people unless they change 
what's in themselves. 

Whenever Allah wants to bring 
misfortune down upon a people, there 
can be no averting it, nor will they find 
any protector besides Him. mi 
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Thunder is a Reminder 


Background Info... v. 12-13 

There is a story that two pagan men 
from Mecca approached the Prophet just 
after he arrived in Medina and asked 
about Islam. One of them named 'Amr 
ibn at-Tufayl asked what he would get if 
he accepted Islam, and the Prophet 
replied that he would have all the rights 
and duties of an ordinary Muslim. 

‘Amr then asked if he could be made 
the ruler of the Muslims after the 
Prophet passed away, and the Prophet 
answered him, saying, “That's not your 
right or your people's right; however, I 
could appoint you as a cavalry leader." 
'Amr said, “I'm already a cavalry leader in 
the land of Najd. What if you rule the 
cities and I rule the countryside?" 

The Prophet refused this offer, and 
'Amr and his friend, a man named Arbad, 
left in anger, vowing to bring an army 
back with them to destroy the Muslims. 

Before leaving town, however, they 
hatched a plot to kill the Prophet. While 
'Amr was to engage the Prophet in 
conversation, Arbad would sneak up 
from behind the Prophet and strike him 
down. 'Amr returned to the Prophet and 
accordingly began to distract him. Arbad 
came from behind, but for some reason 
he couldn't pull his sword from its 
sheath. 

The Prophet saw Arbad behind him, 
trying to unsheathe his sword, and he 
realized what was going on, so he left 
them in haste. The two men fled the 
city, but two companions named Sa'd 
and Usayd came upon them and ordered 
them to surrender. The pair fled again, 
and Arbad was struck by a stray lightning 
bolt in the desert and died. 


'Amr took refuge in a woman's house 
(she belonged to the tribe of the 
hypocrite, 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy,) and she 
noticed he had an ulcer growing on his 
leg. On his return journey to Najd, he 
died from that ulcer. This passage was 
revealed in comment on this situation. 

flhn Knthir) 


He's the One Who shows you the 
lightning as a source of both fear and 
hope, and He's the One Who raises up 
the heavily laden clouds (bursting with 
rain), m 



The very thunder, itself, glorifies His 
praises, as do the angels - wonderstruck 
(by His power). 

He sends booming thunderbolts and 
strikes whomever He wants. Yet, these 
(people) are still arguing about Allah, 
though He's extremely cunning, mi 

Supplications are honestly due to Him 
alone. Those (idols) whom they call upon 
besides Him don't hear them any more 
than if they brought their empty hands to 
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their mouths to take a sip of water and 
nothing reached them. 

The supplications of those who cover 
(the light of faith within their hearts) are 
nothing more than blunders, m 

All who reside within the heavens and 
the earth bow down before Allah, either 
willingly or unwillingly, as do their 

in the mornings and the 

evenings, psi 

Ask them," Who is the lord of the 
heavens and the earth?" 

(Answer for them by) saying, "Allah." 

Then say to them, “So are you taking 
protectors other than Him, things that 
have no power to bring either benefit or 
harm to themselves?" 

Ask them, "Are the blind and the 
seeing the same, or is the darkness the 
same as the light?" 

Are they making partners with Allah - 
partners who (somehow managed to) 
create (things by themselves) that are just 
like what He created, so much so that 
(the two) creations seem the same? 

Say to them, "Allah created everything, 
and He's the One and the Irresistible." uei 



He sends down water from the sky. 

The resulting channels flow in a measured 
way, and the rushing (rapids) carry away 
the foam that forms on its surface. 

Likewise, a similar kind of foam also 
arises when they heat (ore) in the fire to 
make jewelry or tools. 

That's how Allah distinguishes the 
truth from falsehood, for the foam is 
discarded while what is useful for people 
remains on the earth. That's how Allah 
lays out His examples, in] 

Two Ways of Life, Two Results 

Good things will come to those who 
respond to their Lord. However, those 
who ignore Him - even if they had 
everything in the heavens and on the 
earth and much more besides to offer as 
a bribe, (it would be of no use), for a strict 
accounting will be made of them. 
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Their final home will be in Hellfire, and 
what a terrible place to rest! usi 

Is the one who knows that what's been 
revealed to you from your Lord is the 
truth the same as someone who's blind 
(to that fact)? Only the thoughtful ever 
take reminders, imi 

They're the ones who fulfill their 
agreement with Allah, and they don't 
break their word, poi 

They (have respect for the family ties) 
that Allah has commanded to be joined, 
and they fear both their Lord and the 
strict accounting (to come), pu 



They're patient and seek Allah's 
(approving) gaze, even as they establish 
prayers and spend (in charity) out of what 
We've supplied to them, both in secret 
and in public. They also ward off evil with 
good. 

They're the ones who will gain the final 
home - everlasting gardens that they'll be 
allowed to enter, along with the righteous 
among their parents, spouses and 
descendants. 


Angels will enter (upon their presence) 
from every gate, (saying), "Peace be upon 
you on account of your patient 
perseverance! How delightful is the final 
home!" 122-241 

However, those who break their 
agreement with Allah after having given 
their word, who separate what Allah has 
ordered to be joined, and who cause 
chaos and disorder in the land - they'll be 
far removed (from Allah's mercy), and 
they'll have the most miserable home! psi 

Allah increases or restricts the 
resources of whomever He wants. (Those 
who only love this life) revel in the life of 
this world, but the life of this world is 
nothing but a passing pleasure compared 
to the next life, pei 

Believers Know the Truth 

Those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth) ask, "So why isn't 
a miracle coming down to him from his 
Lord?' 

Say to them, "Allah leaves astray 
whomever He wants, and He guides those 
who repent (of their sins towards the path 
leading back) to Him." w\ 

"(They're the ones) who believe and 
whose hearts find relief in the 
remembrance of Allah, for without a 
doubt, in the remembrance of Allah 
hearts can find relief, psi 
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"Those who believe and do what's 
morally right will find the deepest 
satisfaction and the finest homecoming." 

[ 29 ] 


Background Info... v. 30 

The Prophet had asked some 
Meccans to bow down in the name of 
the Compassionate Allah, and they said, 
“Who is the Compassionate , and why 
should we bow down just because you 
ask us to?” That is what this verse is 
referencing. (Asbab u/-Nuzu/) 


And so We've sent you to a 
community that has had many other 
(civilizations) pass away before it, in order 
for you to recite to them what We're 
revealing to you. Yet, they're rejecting 
the Compassionate! So say to them, "He 
is my Lord; there is no god but He. On 
Him do I trust, and to Him do I turn ." m 

This Qur'an is a Serious Message 


Background Info... v. 31-32 

A Meccan named 'Abdullah ibn 
Umayyah approached the Prophet and 
said, “You're pretending that you're a 
prophet and that you get prophecies. 
Yet, Solomon was given power over the 
wind, Moses over the sea, and Jesus 
raised the dead to life. 

“So call on your God to make the 
mountains move, make rivers flow in this 
land for irrigating fields, bring the dead 
body of (our ancestor) Qusayy to life and 
make him talk and confirm whether 
Islam is true or not. 


Or turn the stones underneath you 
into gold so we can have enough money 
to last us through summer and winter - 
that is if you're not just pretending to be 
among (the ranks of the prophets).” 

This passage was revealed to the 
ProDhet immediatelv. and he recited it. 

Then the Prophet said, “I swear by 
the One Who holds my soul that I would 
be given that if I wished for it. However, 
(the angel) asked me to choose between 
two things: either to enter (Paradise) 
through the gate of mercy, or to leave 
you alone so you can choose (your fate) 
by yourselves and thus be misguided. So 
I chose the gate of mercy, knowing that 
he told me that if you reject faith that 
you'll be punished more than anyone 
else ever was.” (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


there ever was a recital (of scripture) 
that could move mountains or crack the 
earth or cause the dead to speak, (then 
this would be it)! But no! The command 
over all things rests with Allah. Don't the 
believers realize that if Allah had wanted, 
He could've guided all people together? 

As for those who cover over (their 
faith), misfortune will continue to befall 
them because of their (misguided) 
actions, or it will settle in near their 
homes even until Allah's promise comes 
to pass. Indeed, Allah never fails in His 
word! [3i] 

And so it was that messengers who 
came before you were ridiculed, but I 
gave the faithless some time before I 
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finally seized them, and oh how (terrible) 
was My conclusion! t 32 ] 

The Final Destination 

Is the One Who stands over every soul 
and what it records for itself (the same as 
any other)? Yet, they've made partners 
with Allah! 

Ask them, "So name them! Are you 
going to tell Him about something that 
He doesn't know on the earth, or are you 
just saying something (with no truth to 
it)?" 

No way! Those who cover over (their 
understanding of the truth) are pleased 
with their posturing, but they're really 
being kept away from the path (by it). 

For those whom Allah leaves astray, 
there can be no one to guide them. mi 
They're going to be punished in this 
worldly life, but the punishment of the 
next life is so much more severe, and 
they'll have no defender against Allah. [34] 

(What's the) likeness of the Garden 
that's been promised to those who were 
mindful (of Allah)? Rivers will flow 
beneath (its trees)! There'll be no end to 
eating, nor will its shade ever cease! 

This is the final (home) for those who 
were mindful (of Allah), while the final 
(destination) of those who covered up 
(their faith) is in the Fire. [3S] 


Those to whom We've given the 
scripture (in the past) rejoice in what 
We've revealed to you, but among the 
factions (of other religions) are some who 
reject a part of it. 

Say to them, "I'm commanded to serve 
Allah and not to join partners with Him. I 
call to Him, and back to Him is my final 
goal." [ 36 ] 


Background Info... v. 37 

The Prophet was told of some people 
who had vowed to fast every day, others 
who vowed to pray all night, and yet 
others who vowed to remain celibate for 
their whole lives. The Prophet ordered 
them not to follow through with their 
plans and said, “As for me, I fast, and 
then I break my fast. I stand in prayer at 
night, but then I sleep. I eat meat, and I 
marry women, so whoever turns away 
from my example is not of me.” ( Bukhari, 
Muslim) This verse was revealed in 
comment. 


So now We've revealed (the Qur'an) as 
an authoritative (book) in the Arabic 
(language). 

If you were to follow their whims after 
already receiving knowledge, then you 
would find neither any best friend nor 
defender (to help you) against Allah, mi 
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The Prophet will be Victorious 
over His Foes 


Background Info... v. 38-39 

The background of this verse is as 
follows. Some Jews in Medina spoke to 
the Prophet and said that he had wives 
and was thus too busy with them to be a 
prophet, for if he was a real prophet, 
they reasoned, then he would be busier 
with religious duties than with women. 

What they didn’t realize was that 
nearly all the prophets had a family life in 
addition to their spiritual ministry. Even 
Moses and Abraham had wives and 
children, and thus the Jews were being 
hypocritical about it. 


We sent messengers before you 
and arranged for them to have wives and 
children. It was never the place of a 
messenger to bring a miracle unless Allah 
allowed it, and for every age (of history) 
there has been a scripture, nsi 

Allah cancels or confirms whatever He 
wants, for He has the Mother of the Book 
(with Him), nsi 

Whether We show you now part of the 
(punishment) that We've promised them 
or take your soul back to Us (before it 
befalls them), your duty is only to 


proclaim (the message) to them. It's Our 
task to call them to account, hoi 



Don't (the Meccans) see how We're 
gradually reducing the lands (over which 
they hold influence) from their outlying 
borders? 

Allah commands, and no one can 
hinder His command, and He is quick to 
settle accounts, bh 

The (faithless) who came before (these 
people) also made plans, though Allah is 
the ultimate planner over everything at 
once! He knows what every soul earns 
for itself, and the faithless will soon know 
who will have the final home (of 
Paradise). | 42 ] 

The faithless may say, "You're not a 
messenger (from Allah)," but say to 
them, "Allah is enough of a witness 
between you and me, even as is anyone 
who knows (of Allah’s previously 
revealed) scriptures." B3) 
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Abraham 

24 Ibrahim 
Late Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

This chapter, which is something of a continuation of the arguments introduced at the 
conclusion of the last, was revealed during the late Meccan period when it seemed inevitable that 
some sort of break or separation had to occur between the pagans and the Muslims. Indeed, 
verses 13-15 foreshadow the ultimate action that the Meccans would take, that of threatening to 
drive the Prophet and his followers away. Not known to them, however, the Muslims were soon to 
leave on their own to a sanctuary far to the north known as Yathrib, and later known as Medinat-un- 
Nabiy or the City of the Prophet (Medina for short). 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


/\lif Lam. Ra. 

(This is) a book that We've revealed to 
you so you can lead people out of every 
type of darkness and into light, by Allah's 
leave, towards the path of the Powerful 
and Praiseworthy, m 

Allah is the One to Whom belongs 
whatever is in the heavens and whatever 
is on the earth. Those who cover over 
(their awareness of the truth) are doomed 
to a harsh punishment! ra 

Those who love the life of this world 
more than the next life, and who try to 
hinder others from the way of Allah - 
wishing to make it seem crooked - 
they're the ones who are far off in error. 

[3] 


The Messengers and Their Missions 

We never sent any messenger 
unless he spoke the language of his own 
people, so that he could explain things to 
them clearly. Allah leaves astray 
whomever He wants, and He guides 
whomever He wants, for He's the 
Powerful and Wise, hi 

And so it was that We sent Moses with 
Our signs (and told him)," Lead your 
people out of darkness and into light, and 
teach them to remember the days of 
Allah." 

Truly, there are signs (in this story) for 
every extraordinarily patient and thankful 
person, pi 
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Remember when Moses said to his 
people," Recall Allah's favors upon you 
when He saved you from Pharaoh's 
people. They mistreated you greatly - 
butchering your sons while leaving your 
daughters alive. That was an enormous 
test from your Lord." m 

And remember when your Lord 
proclaimed (His promise to you, saying), 
"If you're thankful, then I'll grant you 
even more (than just your freedom), and 
if you're ungrateful, then (know that) My 
punishment is harsh." m 

Even Moses had told them, "Ifyou 
ever became ungrateful, and if everyone 
else on the earth likewise became 
ungrateful, even then Allah would have 
no need (for any of you), for He would 
still be praised (by other beings)." m 

Ignoring the Messengers 

Haven't you heard the stories of 
those who lived before you - the people 
of Noah and 'Ad and Thamud and all 
those who came after them? No one 
knows about them more than Allah. 
Messengers went to each of them with 
clear evidence. 

However, their (people) invariably put 
their hands up over their mouths and 
said," We reject whatever you've been 
sent with, and we're doubtful of the value 
of what you're calling us towards." ta 


Their messengers would ask them, "Do 
you have any doubts about (the existence 
of) Allah, the Creator of the heavens and 
the earth? He’s calling you so He can 
forgive you your sins and give you an 
extension on your time limit." 

(The people would always answer,) 
saying," You're no more than a mortal 
man like us! You just want to turn us 
away from what our ancestors 
worshipped. So bring us a clear and 
decisive (miracle to prove your mission is 
true!)" no] 

Their messengers would answer them, 
saying," While it's true that we're no more 
than mortals like yourselves, Allah favors 
whichever of His servants that He wants. 

"It's not our place to bring a dear and 
decisive (miracle) without Allah's 
permission. (True) believers should trust 
in Allah, (rather than in miracles)! tin 

"We have no reason not to trust in 
Allah, for He’s guided us on our 
pathways. So then we're going to 
patiently endure all of your abuse. Those 
who would trust (in something) should 
trust in Allah." tin 

Then the rejecters (of truth) would tell 
their messengers," We're going to drive 
you out of our land, unless you return to 
our traditions!" 
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Thereupon, their Lord would inspire 
(the messengers), telling them," We're 
going to destroy the wrongdoers, 
though We'll lodge your (bodies) in the 
earth, (and you shall remain there) long 
after (they're gone). 

" That's how it is for anyone who fears 
his meeting (with Me) and who takes My 
threat (of punishment) seriously." [i3-i4] 

(Even though the wrongdoers) wanted 
to have victory (over the righteous), each 
and every stubborn tyrant failed in 
frustration, tisj 


Death will confront him from every 
side; yet, he'll never die, for a relentless 
punishment is what he'll have to face. 

[ 16 - 17 ] 

The Price of Evil 

example of those who reject 
their Lord is that their deeds are like 
ashes that are blown around by a strong 
gust of wind on a stormy day. 

They have no power at all over what 
they've earned for themselves, and that's 
by far the worst mistake! usi 



Hellfire is coming up ahead of each 
one of them. Therein he'll (be forced to) 
drink boiling, disgusting muck in huge 
gulps, but he'll never be able to get it 
past his throat! 



Don't you see that Allah created the 
heavens and the earth for a true purpose? 
If it were ever His desire, He could 
remove you and bring about some new 
kind of creation, and that's not too hard 

for Allah. [ 19 - 20 ] 

(The faithless) will be marched all 
together before Allah. Then the weak- 
minded will say to (the influential) and 
self-assured, "We were only following 
whatever you suggested, so can you do 
anything for us now against Allah's 
wrath?" 

"If Allah had guided us, "they'll reply, 
"then we would've guided you. It doesn't 
matter now whether we're outraged or 
resigned to our fate, for there's no way 
for us to escape." 1211 
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Once the issue has been decided, 
Shaytan will say, "Allah made a true 
promise to you, but I broke my promise 
to you, and I had no power over you 
other than through suggestion. 

"You listened to me, so don't blame 
me. You only have yourselves to blame. 

7 can no more hear your cries than 
you can hear mine. I don't accept the 
blame for what you previously did when 
you joined me (in Allah's power)." 


the earth by its roots. It has no way to 
hold itself up! i2«i 



For sure, wrongdoers have a terrible 
punishment prepared for them! 1221 

However, those who believed and did 
what was morally right will be admitted 
into gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
and there they get to stay, by their Lord's 
leave. They'll be greeted with the word, 
"Peace!" 123] 

The Parable of the Two Trees 

Don't you see how Allah illustrates 
the example of a good word? It's like a 
good tree whose roots are strong and 
stable, with branches jutting up into the 
sky. [ 24 ] 

It bears fruit at all times, by its Lord's 
permission. Allah offers such examples 
for people so they can be reminded, psj 


Allah will support and uphold those 
who believe in the good word, both in 
this life and in the next, while Allah will let 
the wrongdoers go astray, and Allah does 
whatever He wants. 1271 

The Endless Bounty of Allah 


Background Info... v. 28-30 

This passage refers to the pagan 
Arabs of old who transformed 
Abraham’s shrine in Mecca over many 
generations into a house of idolatry and 
superstition. The Prophet once identified 
the man who instituted idolatry in 
Mecca. He said it was a man named Abu 
Khuza’ah. 

Tribal oral history records that he was 
the son of Luhay ibn Qam’ah of the tribe 
of Jurhum, which was the ruling tribe of 
Mecca before the Quraysh invaded the 
city and drove the Jurhumites away 
several centuries before the birth of 
Muhammad. (Ahmad, Ibn Kathir) 


Now the example of a rotten word is 
like a rotten tree that's been torn out of 
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Haven't you seen those who paid 
Allah back for His favor by (trying to) 
cover over (correct knowledge of Him), 
and who have thus brought their people 
into the realm of doom - Hellfire? 

They're going to burn in it, - and how 
terrible a place to settle! [28-29] 

They were the ones who set up rivals 
with Allah, in order to steer others away 
from the path. 

So say to them," Enjoy yourselves now, 
but you're headed straight for the Fire!" 

[ 30 ] 

Tell My servants who believe to 
establish prayer and to spend (in charity) 
out of the resources that We've given to 
them, both in secret and in public, before 
a day arrives in which there will be 
neither bargaining nor friendship, pi] 



Allah is the One Who created the 
heavens and the earth. He sends down 
water from the sky and uses it to produce 
the fruits that sustain you. 

He put at your service the ships that 
sail through the sea by His command, 
and He also put rivers at your service, as 
well. [ 32 ] 

Likewise, He put the sun and the moon 
at your service; they both follow their 
orbits without fail, even as He made the 
very night and day useful for you. [33] 

He gives you everything for which you 
could ask! If you ever tried to count 
Allah's favors, you would never be able to 
enumerate them all! Yet, still humanity is 
lost in corruption and ingratitude! p4] 

The Prayer of Abraham 

Recall when Abraham said, “My Lord! 
Make this settlement (of Mecca) tranquil 
and secure, and keep me and my 
descendants away from idol-worship, ps] 

"My Lord! So many people have been 
led astray by them. Whoever follows me 
is of the same mind as me, and whoever 
disobeys me - well, You're forgiving and 
merciful." pq 

"Our Lord!" {be continued,) "I've 
settled some of my descendants in this 
barren valley next to Your Sacred House, 
so they can, our Lord, establish prayer. 
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"So make some people sympathetic 
towards them, and supply them with 
fruits so they can learn to be thankful." \n\ 

"Our Lord! You know what we conceal 
and what we reveal, for nothing at all can 
ever be hidden from Allah, neither on the 
earth nor in the sky. osi 

"Praise be to Allah Who has given me 
my sons, Ishmael and Isaac, even in my 
old age, for My Lord hears all requests! 

[39] 

"My Lord! Make me a prayerful 
person, and make my descendants 
prayerful, as well. Our Lord! Hear my 
request. [«» 

"Our Lord! Forgive me and my 
parents and all those who believe on the 
Day of Account." nu 

Allah Delays Punishment 
for a Reason 

Don't think for a moment that Allah 
ignores the actions of the wrongdoers. 
He's only giving them a break until the 
day comes when eyes will stare 
unblinking, when they'll run around in a 
frenzy with heads raised, not looking at 
themselves, and feeling a void in their 

guts! |42-43) 

So warn people of the day when the 
punishment will come upon them, when 
the wrongdoers will cry, "Our Lord! Give 


us more time, even just a little! We'll 
surely answer Your call and follow the 
messengers then!" 

(However, they'll be told,) "Weren't 
you the ones who swore before that you 
would never be brought down (from your 
powerful positions)? [44] 



"You lived (near the ruins of past 
civilizations) who had done wrong against 
their own souls! 

"You clearly saw how We dealt with 
them, and We offered so many examples 
to you!" |45] 

They wove their mighty schemes, but 
their schemes were in Allah's full view 
(and thus could never succeed) - even 
though (their plans) seemed strong 
enough to shake the mountains! [ 46 i 

So don't ever think that Allah will fail 
in what He's promised to His messengers, 
for Allah is Powerful and a master of 
retribution. (47) 
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The Promise of a Day of Justice 



be transformed into a different earth, 
even as the skies will be transformed, as 
well, and then everyone will be marched 
before Allah, the One, the Irresistible, m 


That day you'll see the sinners all tied 
together in chains; their only clothing will 
be burning, oozing tar, even as their faces 
will be enveloped in fire. [49 so] 

(That'll be their fate), so that Allah can 
repay every soul with what it deserves, for 
Allah is quick in settling accounts, pu 

This announcement (is a message) for 
all humanity, so let them be warned by it, 
and let them know that He is only One 
God. 

Let thoughtful people then be 
reminded, isa 
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The Stony Ground 

25 Al Hijr 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

By the late Meccan period the Prophet was feeling continuously fatigued. The constant 
persecution that he and his followers were facing, the daily insults, the stories of woe that his 
followers brought to him of their own travails and suffering, and the fact that, despite all the logical 
arguments he brought to prove that idolatry was false, the majority of his people still clung to 
ignorant traditions - all of these things began to take a toll on the Prophet. This chapter was 
revealed to the Prophet partly to console him and partly to convince him to remain steadfast, 
hoping upon the favor of Allah to change his circumstances and those of his followers who believed 
in his message and suffered on account of it. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Hf. Lam. Ra. 

These are the verses of the Book and a 
clear recitation, m 


We've never destroyed any settlement 
without setting their time limit in 
advance, nor can any community know 
when its term is up, nor can they delay it. 

(4-5| 



It just may happen that (one day) 
those who covered (the light of faith 
within their hearts) will wish that they had 
surrendered (to Allah), but leave them 
alone to eat and make merry - 
preoccupied in their false hopes, for soon 
they'll know (the truth)! 12-31 


cCis o> <£^2, 



The Mocking of the Faithless 


( 1 he Meccans) say, "Heyyou, the one 
who's getting this ’revealed message.' 

(We think)you're crazy tq 

"So why aren't you bringing angels 
down to show us if you're really so 
honest?“ m 

However, We never send angels down 
except for a compelling reason, and (if 
they did happen to come), then the 
(faithless) would get no relief! an 
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We're sending the message down to 
you, (Muhammad,) and We're going to 
protect it. pi 

We sent messengers before your time 
among the religious sects of the past, but 
no messenger ever came to them without 
them mocking him. uo-m 

That's how We (allow the notion) to 
seep into the hearts of the bad people 
that they can disbelieve in (the message 
because it's so easy to insult Allah's 
prophets). 

However, the customs of the ancients 
have passed away! [12-13] 



Even if We opened up a door to the 
sky for them and they climbed ever 
farther up into it, they would still say, 
"Our eyes are just blurry - no, wait! 

We've been (the victims) of some kind of 
sorcery!" [u-isi 


The Signs of Allah 

so it was that We placed the 
constellations in the sky and made them 
as decorations for all who see them. 

We're also guarding them from every 
outcast devil. (I6-17] 

If any of them secretly tries to hear 
something, he's chased away by a brilliant 
shooting star, usi 

We spread the earth out (wide like a 
carpet) and placed within it steady 
mountains. 

We developed everything on earth in 
a balanced way and provided resources 
for the survival of both you and the 
(many creatures) that are not your 
responsibility. [19-20] 

There's nothing (that exists) without its 
proper resources being (arranged for it) 
in Our sight, and We release nothing (of 
those resources) unless it's measured out 
accordingly. [21] 

We send the fertilizing winds and 
cause water to fall from the sky to 
provide you with water, even though 
you're not in charge of its supply. [22] 

We're responsible for bringing life and 
death, and We're going to inherit (all 
things after they die). [23] 
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Background Info... v. 24-25 

Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 687) explained the 
reason for the revelation of these two 
verses. He said, “A beautiful woman, 
among the most beautiful of women, 
used to come (to the masjid) and pray 
behind the Prophet. 

Some of the men used to 
intentionally seek out the rows closest to 
the front so they wouldn’t be able to see 
her (by making furtive glances back at 
the women's prayer lines). 

Other men would pray in the last row 
(of the men’s lines) so they could peek 
back under their raised arms (when they 
were prostrating) and look at her. 
Because of this, Allah revealed this 
passage.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Nisa’i) 


As it is, We know who among you 
moves ahead and who falls behind. [ 24 ] 
Your Lord is the One Who will gather 
them all together, for He's full of wisdom 
and knowledge. 125) 

The Fall of Shaytan 

so it was that We created 
human beings from pliable clay - from 
mere molded mud, and We created the 
jinns, even before (human beings), from 
the intense heat (of pure energy). [26-271 

Your Lord said to the angels, "I'm 
going to create mortal man from 
mineral-rich clay, from molded mud. [28] 

"After I've constructed him and 
breathed into him (something of) My 


spirit, you must all prostrate to him (out 
of respect)." 1291 

The angels fell down in prostration all 
together, but Iblis didn't (join with the 
angels), for he refused to be with those 
who prostrated. [30-311 

Then Allah asked, "Iblis! What's wrong 
with you that you didn't join those who 
prostrated?" [321 

"I'm not going to prostrate myself to a 
mortal man," Iblis answered, "for You 
created him from mineral-rich day, from 
mere molded mud!" [331 

" Then get out of here!" Allah ordered. 

" You're an outcast, and you’ll be cursed 
all the way to the Day of Judgment!" w-w 

“My Lord!" Iblis cried out. "Give me 
some time until they're resurrected." [ 36 ] 

" You'll have your time ," (Allah said), 
“until a day whose arrival is appointed." 

[37-38] 

"My Lord!" (Iblis) said. "Since You 
made me slip up, I'm going to make 
(immorality and wickedness) seem proper 
and good to those on earth, and I'm 
going to deviate all of them (morally) - 
except, (of course), for Your sincere 
servants among them." [39401 

" The path (that they follow) will be the 
straight one that leads back to Me," 

(Allah) answered, "andyou'll have no 



344 




power over My servants, except for the 
ones who put themselves in the wrong 
and follow you. "\ 4 \n\ 

Hellfire is the promised destination of 
them all! There will be seven gates 
(leading within it) - one gate for each 
class (of sinners), [43-44] 

Now as for those who were mindful (of 
their duty to Allah), they will be among 
gardens and springs. [45] 

(They'll be told,) “Enter within in peace 
and safety!" m 

Then We're going to cleanse their 
hearts of any lurking sense of bitterness 
(so they'll truly) be brothers as they face 
each other, (relaxing) on couches. [47] 

They'll feel no exhaustion, nor will they 
ever be asked to leave. [ 48 ] 

So announce to My servants that I am 
indeed the Forgiving and the Merciful 
and that My punishment will be a terrible 
punishment. [49-so] 

The Guests of Abraham 

Tell them about the guests of 
Abraham, pu 

When they came before him and said, 
“Peace," he answered them back, saying, 
"We're uneasy about you." m 


They said, "Don't feel uneasy, for we're 
here to give you the good news of a son 
who will be exceedingly perceptive." p 3 ] 

(Abraham) asked, “Are you coming 
here to give me this good news now that 
I'm an old man? So what kind of good 
news is that!" [ 54 ] 

" We’re bringing you this good news in 
all truth, so don't be discouraged!" psi 

(Then Abraham realized his folly and) 
said, "Who can be discouraged at Allah's 
mercy except for those who are astray?" 

[56] 

Then he asked, "So what’s the errand 
that's brought you here, emissaries (of 
Allah)?" [ 57 ] 

" We're being sent (to destroy) a 
wicked people," they answered, "except 
for the family of Lot, whom we're 
supposed to save all together, though not 
his wife, whom we've determined will 
remain behind." ps-eoi 

In the Cities of the Plain 

When the messenger (angels) came 
to Lot's family, ten 

(Lot) said," You seem to be strangers 
(to this city)." [62] 

"Yes," they answered, "and we've come 
to you to bring about (the order of 
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destruction from Allah that the faithless) 
have been doubting. And so we've come 
here to bring the reality home to you, 
and we're honest in what we say. ( 63 -mi 

"So travel by night with your family 
when there's only a little of the night left, 
and you, yourself, must be the one (who 
guards) the rear. 

"Let no one look back, and keep going 
onward to where you're told to go." issi 


"Didn't we forbid you from (hiding) 
anyone at all (from us!)" they shouted. (7oi 

"My daughters are here," (Lot) 
pleaded, "ifyou have to do something." 

(711 

By your very life, (Muhammad), they 
were milling about wildly in their 
drunkenness! 

Then the powerful blast overtook 
them before morning. [72-731 
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We turned (their city) upside down 
and rained down upon them a shower of 
hardened stones! 



Truly, there are signs in this (incident) 
for those who consider. Even though the 
(city) was located on a highly (traveled) 
road, (now it can no longer be found)! So 
truly, there are signs in this for those who 
believe. [75-77] 


And so, We let him know about the 
command that the roots of (the bad 
people) were going to be cut off by the 
morning, ceei 

The local people of the city came 
running excitedly (when they learned 
there were strange men in Lot's house). 

167 ] 

(Lot) said to them," These are my 
guests, so don't disgrace me. Rather, be 
mindful of Allah, and don't dishonor me!" 

[68-69] 


Destroyed Nations 

Companions of the Thicket were 
also wrongdoers, and likewise We took 
vengeance upon them. They were 
located on a clearly marked route, (but 
their prominence did nothing to save 
them). [78 79] 

The Companions of the Stony Ground 
also denied their messengers. We sent 
Our signs to them, but they kept turning 
away from them, [so-su 
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They used to carve their homes out of 
mountain cliffs, (thinking they were) 
secure, psi 

Then the powerful blast seized them 
one morning, and nothing they prepared 
was of any use to them. i 83 - 84 ] 

Don’t Lose Heart 

We didn't create the heavens and 
the earth and everything in between 
them except for a true purpose. 

The Hour (of Judgment) is certainly 
drawing near, so excuse (the 
shortcomings) of others with gracious 
detachment, issi 

Your Lord is the Most Knowledgeable 
Creator! And so it is that We've given 
you the seven frequently repeated verses, 
(so you can gain inspiration and 
strength), and a majestic Qur'an. rse-sTi 

Don't strain your eyes longingly at 
what We've given certain classes (of 
people in power and wealth,) nor should 
you feel sorry for them (because they're 
blinded by those things). 

Rather, you should (focus yourself) on 
lowering your wing (in kindness) to the 
believers, pw 

(All you need to) say (to the arrogant 
ones is), "I'm the one who's warning you 
plainly." [ 89 ] 


Background Info... v. 90-91 

The pagans would go out and meet 
incoming caravans to warn the new 
visitors not to believe in the call of a man 
among them named Muhammad, and 
they also warned that he was a sorcerer. 
They would recite scattered phrases of 
the Qur’an to the visitors and make fun 
of its message, and so they ‘sectioned’ it 
up. (Ibn K athir) 


(And thus, you must continue your 
preaching,) even as We're directing (Our 
revelations) to those who are dividing 
themselves (up into different camps 
concerning the truth of this message), 
and who also try to slice this Qur'an up 
into disjointed sections (by quoting it out 
of context in order to ridicule it), po-91] 

And so, by your Lord, We're going to 
question all of them together about what 
they've done. (92-933 So call to them openly 
with whatever you're commanded, and 
turn away from those who make partners 
(with Allah). [94] 

We're enough (of a protector) for you 
against those who ridicule you [ 95 ] and 
against those who set up a rival god with 
Allah. Soon they're going to know (the 
truth)! [ 96 ] 

We know how your heart aches at 
what they're saying, but glorify and praise 
your Lord, be among those who bow 
down prostrate, and serve your Lord until 
what is certain comes to you. [97-99] 
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The Bee 

16 An-Nahl 
(aka An-Ni'am) 
Late Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter was revealed after the migrations of some of the Prophet's followers to Abyssinia. 
Although the migrants eventually returned after hearing false reports that Meccan persecution had 
eased, the situation of the young religious group was uncertain. The mention of plots against the 
believers of ancient days is also a clear reference to the ongoing plots that the idol-worshippers 
were always hatching against the followers of the Prophet. 

No greater example is there of the ability of otherwise normal people to become oppressors 
than in the way that the Meccans, who thought so highly of themselves, became so wicked and 
violent against those who disagreed with the backward superstitions that held sway in that culture. 
The Muslims were not calling for a violent overthrow of the society. Rather, they called for 
reforming personal conduct, establishing a safety net to support the weak and poor, and for 
abandoning idolatry and the many invented superstitions that had no basis in logic or reason. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 

y\llah / s command will come to pass, 
so don't seek to rush it. All glory be to 
Him! He's so high above the partners 
they assign to Him! m 

He sends the angels with the spirit of 
His command and bestows it upon 
whichever of His servants that He wants, 
(saying):" Warn (people) that there is no 
god but 4 so be mindful of Me." [2] 

He created the heavens and the earth 
for a true purpose. He's so high above 
the partners they assign to Him! m 


Background Info... v. 1-4 

Some of the pagans used to ridicule 
the Prophet because the foretold 
punishment from Allah wasn't 
materializing upon them. 

A pagan poet named an-Nadr ibn al- 
Harith even taunted the Prophet, saying, 
“O Allah! If it's within Your power, then 
throw stones down upon us to hasten 
our suffering!" 

This passage was revealed in 
response to their ridicule, promising that 
the punishment would come one day, 
but not when they wanted. (Asbab ui-Nuzui ) 
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He created human beings from a drop 
of mingled fluids, and look how that 
same (human) becomes openly 
quarrelsome! w 

What has Allah Provided for Us? 

He created livestock (animals) for 
you. You use (their hides) for warmth and 
make other useful products, even as you 
eat them, as well, pi 

You feel joyous at their sight as you 
bring them (in for the evening) and when 
you lead them out to pasture (in the 
morning), iq 

They carry your heavy loads to places 
that you couldn't get to (by yourselves), 
unless you wore yourself out in the 
journey! 

(Allah provided you with these beasts 
of burden), for your Lord is kind and 
merciful, m 


^3 



(He also created) fancy horses, mules 
and donkeys for you to ride, and for you 
to parade in exhibitions. He will create 
other (modes of transportation) that you 
(currently) know nothing about, m 

It's Allah's (prerogative) to point out 
the right path, because there are other 
paths that swerve aside. If Allah had 
wanted, He could've guided you all (by 
giving you no choice but to be believers). 

[ 9 ] 

He's the One Who sends water down 
from the sky. You drink from it, and from 
it grows the bushes upon which you 
graze your cattle, uoi 

He also uses (the same water) to 
produce for you the grains, olives, dates, 
grapes and all the other types of fruit. 
There is a sign in this for those who 
reflect, tin 

He made the night and the day, the 
sun and the moon and the very stars 
themselves useful for you by His 
command. There are signs in these 
(things), as well, for those who use their 
reason. [i 2 j 

There is also, in all the things that He's 
multiplied for you in the earth and that 
encompass every shade of color, a sign 
for people who remember (the favors of 
Allah). ii3i 

He's the One Who tamed the sea for 
you, so you could eat fresh meat from it 
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and also so that you could harvest (the 
pearls and shells) that you wear as 
ornaments. 



You see the ships sailing through the 
waves that allow you to seek out Allah's 
bounty. (Thus, the many resources that 
you gain should) give you (further reason) 
to be grateful. 

He set up firm highlands in the earth 
to minimize the effects of earthquakes 
upon you, and (He laid out) rivers and 
passes (in the world), so that you could 
be guided on your travels, usi 

(He also provided the many natural) 
landmarks and even the stars above by 

which (travelers) may orient themselves. 

[ 16 ) 

So is the One Who can create (such) 
things equal to the one who can create 
nothing at all? Won't you take a 
reminder? ti7j 


If you ever tried to add up all of Allah's 
favors, you would never be able to count 
them all! Indeed, Allah is forgiving and 
merciful! [is] 

Allah knows what you conceal and 
what you reveal. The (statues) that they 
call upon besides Allah can create 
nothing, for they themselves are merely 
created (things) - dead and lifeless*. They 
don't even know (if or) when they'll be 
resurrected! 119-211 

The Two Potential Results 

"Vour God is One God. Those who 
have no faith in the next life have 
stubborn hearts, and they're arrogant 
besides! [221 

Without a doubt Allah knows what 
they're (doing both) in secret and out in 
the open, and He has no love for the 
arrogant. [231 

When they're asked, "What has your 
Lord revealed?" They answer," Tales from 
long ago!" 1241 

On the Day of Assembly they can bear 
their own burdens in full, as well as the 
burden (of the crime they committed 
against) the unsuspecting (people) whom 
they misled! 

Oh, how terrible the burdens they will 
bear! 12s) 
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And so it was that those who came 
before (these Meccans) also schemed 
(against Allah), but Allah knocked out the 
foundation of their structure, and the roof 
caved in upon them! The anger (of Allah) 
took hold of them from directions they 
never even expected! psi 

On the Day of Assembly, He's going to 
cover them in shame and say, "So where 
are all My partners about which you used 
to argue?' 

The people of knowledge will remark, 

" Today, those who covered (the light of 
faith within their hearts) are truly covered 
in shame and misery, p7i 

"They're the ones who had their souls 
taken by the angels while they were in a 
state of corruption against their own 
selves." 

(Then the doomed sinners) will offer 
their abject submission, saying, "We 
didn't do anything wrong (intentionally)." 

(However, it will be said to them), 

" That's not true, for Allah knows what you 
were doing. So enter into the gates of 
Hellfire, and stay in there!" The home of 
the arrogant is an awful one indeed! ps-mi 

When those who are mindful (of Allah) 
are asked, "What has your Lord 
revealed?" they say, "Only the best!" 


For those who do good, there will be 
good in this world, and the home of the 
next life is even better! How excellent is 
the home of those who were mindful! t3oj 



They'll be entered into eternal gardens 
beneath which rivers flow! They'll have 
everything there they ever wished for, 
and that's how Allah rewards those who 
were mindful (of Him). p« 

They're the ones who will be taken by 
the angels (at death) in a state of purity, 
and who will be told, "Peace be upon 
you. Enter the Garden on account of 
what you did (in the world)." 021 

Are (the faithless) just waiting (for the 
time when) the angels come for them, or 
(are they waiting) for the arrival of the 
command of your Lord? 

That's what those who went before 
them did, but Allah never did any 
injustice to them (when He punished 
them), for they had been doing injustice 
against their own souls. p3] 

The evil of their deeds overtook them, 
and the very thing at which they used to 
laugh closed in upon them from all sides! 

[341 
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Allah Keeps His Promises 

Those who make partners (with 
Allah) say, "If Allah had wanted to 
(prevent us), then we would've never 
worshipped anything besides Him - 
neither ourselves nor our ancestors - and 
we would never have prohibited anything 
in preference to His (laws)." 

That's how others before them 
behaved. What else is there for the 
messengers to do other than to convey 
the message clearly? osi 

And so it was that We sent to every 
community a messenger (who said), 
"Serve Allah, and shun falsehood." 

Among them were some who were 
guided by Allah, while others among 
them had (the consequences of) their 
mistaken ways proven true against them. 

So travel all over the world, and see 
what happened to those who denied 
(Allah). [ 36 ] 

If you're anxious for them to be 
guided, (know that) Allah doesn't guide 
those whom He leaves astray, and there 
will be no one to help them. [37] 

They swear by Allah - using their 
strongest oaths- that Allah will never 
raise the dead to life. 


But no! It's a promise He's going to 
keep, though most people don't know it, 
so that He can present to them the 
meaning of those things in which they 
differed, and so that those who covered 
(the light of faith within their hearts) can 
finally know that they were indeed liars. 

( 38 - 39 ) 

When We want something to happen, 
We only need to say, "Be," - and there it 
is! [4oi 

Migration for Faith 
will be Rewarded 


Background Info... v. 41-42 

This passage refers to the nearly 
eighty men, women and children who 
fled Meccan persecution to Abyssinia in 
the year 615. Later on, the Muslims were 
settled in lush Medina, a “fine” 
homeland indeed! 


We're going to give a fine (reward) 
in this world to those who migrated (from 
their homes in the cause of Allah) after 
suffering under persecution. 

However, the reward of the next life 
will be even greater, if they only knew! mi 

(They were the ones) who persevered 
patiently and who placed their trust in 
their Lord. [ 42 ] 
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O Muhammad, 

You are One of the Chosen 


Background Info... v. 43-44 

The pagan Meccans disbelieved in the 
Prophet, saying that if Allah was truly 
powerful, then He would've sent an 
angel to warn them. This verse, which 
references the ancient human prophets 
that were revered by the Jews and 
Christians, was revealed in response to 
reassure Muhammad ( P ) that Allah had 
really chosen him, even though he was 
only a man, because it's what Allah has 
always done. 

It is thought that after this passage 
was revealed and made known to the 
public, that the pagans of Mecca were 
motivated to send representatives to the 
Jews of Medina to ask them about the 
truth of Muhammad's ( P ) teachings. 
Afterwards, passages in both chapters 17 
and 18 were revealed to address some of 
the issues about which the Jews told the 
pagans to ask Muhammad. ( P ) 


The messengers that We sent before 
you, (Muhammad), were no more than 
(mortal) men (like yourself) to whom We 
granted revelation. Just ask the people 
who received the message before you, if 
you don't know about it. [ 43 ] 

(We sent them) clear evidence and 
scripture, just as We're also sending the 
message down to you, so you can convey 
clearly to people what's been sent for 
them, and so they can also think about it. 

[ 44 ] 


So do those who make evil schemes 
feel so safe that Allah won't cause the 
earth to swallow them up or that the 
punishment won't come upon them 
suddenly from where they least expect it? 

[ 45 ] 



(Do they feel so safe that they don't 
think) He'll take a hold of them while 
they're in the middle of their affairs, 
having no chance to prevent it, or that He 
won't take a hold of them by gradually 
eroding (their power)? 

Your Lord is kind and merciful, (and He 
may take that slower route in order to 
give them time to repent). [ 46 - 47 ] 

Don't they look at what Allah has 
created, even (at the small) things, like 
the way in which their shadows bend to 
the right and the left, prostrating 
themselves before Allah in the most 
humble way? [ 48 ] 

Whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is on the earth bows down to 
Allah, from crawling creatures all the way 
up to the angels. None of them are too 
proud (to submit to His will). [ 49 ] 
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(The angels) stand in awe of their Lord 
Who towers over them, and they do 
everything they're commanded to do. poi 

On Dual Gods 


.A.llah has said, "Don't take gods in 
pairs, (saying there is one god of good 
and another god of evil), for He is only 
One God, so be in awe of Me." pu 


Whatever is in the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Him, and sincere 
obedience is due only to Him. So should 
you be mindful of any other besides 
Allah? p 2 i 


How do People 
Disobey Their Lord? 


Nothing 


good ever comes to you 
except that it comes from Allah. 
Whenever you're stricken with hardship, 
you cry out to Him in desperation. p3i 


Yet, when He removes your hardship, 
some of you make partners with their 
Lord, [54] as if to show their ingratitude 
for the favors We've granted them. So 
enjoy yourselves now, but soon you’ll 
know (the truth)! psi 

The Foolish Teachings of Paganism 

The (Meccans) set aside a portion of 
the resources that We've provided to 
them for their survival. (Then they offer 


that portion) to (their idols), not even 
knowing (if they're real or not)! By Allah! 
You're going to be questioned about all 
of your superstitions! pei 

The lllogic of the Pagans 

Then they assign daughters (as 
offspring) to Allah - all glory belongs to 
Him! - even as they keep for themselves 
(the sons) that they desire! p7] 

When the news is brought to one of 
them of (the birth) of a female (child), his 
face darkens, and he's filled with anguish. 
He hides himself from his fellows in 
shame, on account of the bad news he's 
received. 

Should he keep (the baby girl) in 
contempt or bury her in the sand? Oh, 
what a terrible predicament on which 
they must decide! iss-ssi 



This is the evil example of those who 
don't believe in the next life, while the 
highest example belongs to Allah, for 
He's the Powerful and the Wise, poj 
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If Allah were to seize people (and 
punish them) for their corruption 
(according to what they deserve), then He 
wouldn't leave a single creature alive (on 
the earth)! 

However, He gives them a break for a 
set amount of time. When that time limit 
expires, then they have no way to delay 
(their due punishment) - no, not even for 
an hour, just as they have no way to 
advance it. ten 

They attribute to Allah (the daughters) 
that they hate (for themselves), even as 
their tongues express the lie that they 
deserve everything that's good for 
themselves (like having sons). 

Yet, without a doubt the Fire (is all 
that) they're going to get, and they're 
going to be among the first to be 
ushered into it! [62] 

By Allah! We sent (prophets) to those 
nations that went before you, but Shaytan 
made their (evil) actions seem 
appropriate and good to them. 

He's also the patron (of these 
Meccans) here today, but they're going to 
receive a painful punishment. [ 63 ] 

We didn't send the Book to you for 
any other purpose than for you to explain 
to them clearly those things about which 
they've been arguing, and also so it could 


be a guide and a mercy for those who 
believe. [ 64 ] 

Ponder these Signs of Allah 

Allah sends water down from the 
sky, and He uses it to give life to the earth 
after it was dead. There is a sign in this 
for people who listen. [ 65 ] 

There is another sign in livestock 
(animals), for We produce (milk) for you 
to drink from a place within their bodies 
between the contents of their intestines 
and blood, a drink pure and tasty for any 
who drink it! teej 

And from the fruit of the date palm 
and from grapevines you get alcoholic 
beverages and fine (non-alcoholic) 
products, as well. In this is a sign for 
people who are wise. [ 67 ] 



Your Lord inspired the bee to build its 
nests in hillsides, on trees, and in (the 
structures that people) build. Then (He 
inspired it) to eat of the many (flowering) 
fruits and to follow humbly the wide 
paths of its Lord. 
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They produce from within their bodies 
a drink of varying shades of color that is a 
source of healing for humanity. In this is a 
sign for those who reflect, k* 69] 

Allah creates you, and then He causes 
you to die. Among you are some who 
are reduced to a state of senility (in your 
old age), so much so that you 
know nothing, even though 
you had known much before. 

(Allah can do this) for Allah is 
full of knowledge and power. 

[70) 

The Foolishness of 
Idolatry 

Allah has favored some 
(of you) with more (material) 
blessings than others. Those who've been 
favored with more resources aren't going 
to cast them at those whom they control 
to make them equal with them. Would 
they so eagerly scorn Allah's bounty like 
that? [ 7 ii 



them with resources from the heavens or 
the earth, and who could never gain the 
ability to do so? [72 731 

So don't invent (false) representations 
of Allah, for Allah knows (what He's really 
like), and you don't know. | 7 «] 


Allah lays out the example of 
a slave under the control of 
another. He has no power at all, 
while another (person) to whom 
We've given Our favors (freely) 
spends (of his wealth without 
restriction) in private and in 
public. 

Are the two equal? Then 
praise be to Allah, but most of 
them don't understand. t 7 S] 




Allah lays out the further example of 
two men. One of them is dumb and has 
no ability to do anything. He's a constant 
headache to his guardian. 


Allah has given you mates of your own 
kind, and from your mates He's produced 
for you sons, daughters and 
grandchildren, even as He's given you so 
many wholesome resources besides. 


No matter where he sends him, he 
does nothing right. Is this kind of man 
equal with someone who commands 
justice (with full confidence) and is on a 
straight path? pei 

What Allah has Done for You 


Would it then be right for (your 
descendants) to believe in falsehood and 
be thankless towards Allah's bounty and 
to worship others in place of Allah - 
beings who have no power to provide 


To Allah belongs whatever is beyond 
human perception in the heavens and the 
earth. What is the command of the Hour 
(of Judgment) but the twinkling of an eye 
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or even quicker? Truly, Allah has power 
over all things! rm 

He's the One Who brought you out of 
the wombs of your mothers when you 
didn't know a single thing. 

Then He placed within you the abilities 
of hearing and sight, as well as 
intelligence and affection, so you could 
learn to be grateful, psi 



Haven't they seen the birds held aloft 
in the midst of the sky? Nothing holds 
them in place save Allah, and that is a 
sign for those who believe, m 

Allah provided you homes as places of 
rest and tranquility. He provided for you 
(the knowledge of how to make) tents 
out of animal skins, which you find so 
light (and easy to handle) when you 
travel, as well as when you stop (to make 
camp). 


Out of their wool, their fur and their 
hair, (you make) things (like clothing and 
blankets) that you can use for a while for 
your comfort, psoi 

Allah has also provided for you, out of 
what He's created, things (like trees) that 
can give you shade. He provided the 
mountains wherein you can find shelter. 

He produced clothing for you to 
protect yourselves from the heat and 
armored vests to protect you from 
violence against each other (in warfare). 

That's how He completes His favors 
upon you, so you can submit (to His will 
in thanks), ton 

However, if they turn away, (know 
that) your only duty is to convey the 
message clearly. ( 82 ] 

They recognize Allah's favors; yet, then 
they deny them (by denying the One 
Who provided them). Thus, most of them 
are thankless. [83] 

The Witnesses Testify 

(3ne day We're going to raise a 
witness from every community. Then 
there won't be any more excuses 
accepted from those who covered (the 
light of faith within their hearts), nor will 
they be allowed to make up (for their 
sins). [84) 
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When the wrongdoers see the 
punishment (right there before them), it 
won't be lessened, nor will they receive 
any break (from it), issi 

When those who associated partners 
with Allah actually see their partners, 
they're going to say, "Our Lord! These 
are our (idols) whom we used to call 
upon besides You." 

However, (the idols) will throw their 
statement back at them, saying, "You're 
all liars!" isei 

On that day they're going to recognize 
their total dependence on Allah, and all 
their inventions will leave them to 
languish. (87) 

Those who rejected (Allah) and who 
hindered (people) from the path of Allah 
will have punishment upon punishment, 
for they used to cause trouble, [ssi 

One day We're going to raise a witness 
out of every community drawn from 
among their own, and We'll bring you out 
as a witness against these (people of 
Mecca). 



We've sent down to you the Book that 
explains everything. It's a guide, a mercy 
and a source of good news for those 
who've submitted (to Allah). [89] 

Fulfill Your Agreement with Allah 


Background Info... v. 90 

The Prophet invited a passing 
acquaintance named Uthman ibn 
Madh’un into his courtyard one day. As 
the two men were sitting and 
conversing, the Prophet suddenly gazed 
up into the sky and fell silent for some 
time. Then he looked at the ground and 
shook his head as if to remember 
something, and then he looked up into 
the sky once more. 

After some time passed, Uthman 
asked him what he was doing and noted 
that he had never seen him act that way 
before. The Prophet replied that the 
angel Gabriel had come to him while they 
were sitting. Uthman asked the Prophet 
what Gabriel had told him, and the 
Prophet recited this verse. 

Uthman later remarked that on 
account of this experience, his faith was 
made rock solid and his love for the 
Prophet was settled in his heart for 
good. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


/\llah commands that justice be 
done, that good be implemented and 
that relatives be treated with generosity. 
He forbids all shameful acts, as well as 
criminal behavior and rebellion. This is 
how He's instructing you so you can be 
warned. [901 
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Fulfill the agreement of Allah after 
you've agreed to it, and don't break your 
oaths after you've sworn upon them. 
You've made Allah your guarantee, and 
Allah knows everything that you do. on 

Don't be like a woman who pulls apart 
the yarn she's just spun, even after it 
became strong, nor use your oaths to 
deceive each other, just so that one 
group can have an advantage over the 
others (through making temporary 
alliances). 

Allah will test you in this, and on the 
Day of Assembly He's going to clear up 
for you the matters about which you 
argued. 021 

If Allah had wanted, He could've made 
you all into one unified community, but 
He leaves astray whomever He wants, and 
He guides whomever He wants, though 
you will all be questioned about what 
you've done. (931 

So don't use your oaths to deceive 
each other, for the foot that was firmly 
planted might begin to slip, causing you 
to suffer the evil (consequences) of 
having hindered others from the path of 
Allah. You would then have a severe 
punishment befall you. [941 

Don't sell the agreement of Allah for a 
miserable price, for there's (a reward) with 
Allah that's far better for you if you only 
knew. (95] 


Whatever (material goods) you have 
will vanish, but whatever lies with Allah 
will last forever. We're going to 
compensate those who patiently 
persevered by rewarding them according 
to the best of their deeds, oei 


Whoever does what's morally right, 
whether male or female, and has faith, 
We're going to give him a new life that's 
a life of purity. We're going to reward 
them according to the best of their 
deeds. (97] 

Allah is in Control 
of What He Reveals 


Whenever you read the Qur'an, ask 
for Allah's protection against Shaytan, the 
outcast, os] 


He has no authority over those who 
believe and who place their trust in their 
Lord. (99) 

He only has authority over those who 
take him as their patron and who make 
partners (with Allah), uooi 
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When We substitute one verse for 
another, and Allah knows what He's 
gradually revealing, they (object) by 
saying," You're just a lying fraud." 
Certainly not! Yet, most of them don't 
understand, non 

m 

Tell them," The Holy Spirit (Angel 
Gabriel) is bringing the revelation from 
your Lord in all truth, in order to 
strengthen (the faith) of the believers, 
and as a source of guidance and good 
news to those who've submitted 
themselves (to Allah )." [1023 

No Man Teaches Muhammad 


Background Info... v. 103-105 

There were several young foreign 
slaves in Mecca who were originally from 
Persian or Byzantine-controlled lands. 
Two of these young slaves, named Jabr 
and Yasar, worked as blacksmiths, and it 
is said that they knew some passages 
from the Bible and used to say them. 

The Prophet sometimes stopped at 
the young men's workshop to talk to 
them, perhaps hoping to have an affinity 
with others who believed in one God, but 
this made the tongues of the Meccans 
begin to wag. 


Since they couldn't find any other 
plausible explanation for the Prophet's 
constant revelations, they began to 
suggest that these two young slaves 
were teaching Muhammad about 
religion and that somehow those boys 
were the source of Islam! 

When one of those boys was asked if 
he were teaching Muhammad, the boy 
replied, “No, Muhammad is teaching 
me!" 

This passage was revealed in 
response. ( Zamakhshari) 


We know that they're saying, "It's a 
man who's teaching him," but the tongue 
of the (foreign slave) to whom they're 
pointing is not fluent (in Arabic), while 
this (Qur'an) is in the purest and most 
precise Arabic. [i<>3] 

Those who don't believe in Allah's 
(revealed) verses will not be guided by 
Allah, and they're going to have a painful 
punishment. [io4j 

It's those who don't believe in Allah's 
verses who are frauds, and they're all 
liars! tiosj 

Faith Renounced 
by Force is Still True Faith 


Background Info... v. 106-109 

When Meccan persecution against 
the Muslims mutated into murder, some 
Muslims felt compelled to recant their 
faith to save their lives, even though they 
secretly held onto faith. 
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The worst incident was when the 
pagans seized a man named Ammar, 
along with his father Yasir and his 
mother Sumayah and some others, and 
took them to a field to be tortured. They 
tied Sumayah and Yasir to the ground 
and speared them to death. They then 
roughed up Ammar and threatened to 
kill him, like his parents, if he didn’t 
renounce his faith. 

Ammar did so weeping and out of 
fear and then later went to the Prophet 
in mortal fear of displeasing Allah. The 
Prophet accepted that Ammar never 
really gave up Islam, and he counseled 
the young man to tell the pagans the 
exact same thing that he said before if 
they ever threatened him again. This 
passage was revealed in response, giving 
hope to those whose fear of pain would 
make them say anything to avoid it. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


oever rejects Allah after having 
accepted faith in Him - unless he's been 
forced to (renounce it) while his heart 
remains committed - and who has 
opened his heart to rejection, Allah's 
wrath is upon (all such people). 

They're going to have a severe 
punishment, and that's because they love 
the life of this world more than the next 
life. Allah will never guide people who 
reject (Him by choice). [106-107] 

They're the ones who've had their 
hearts, ears and eyes sealed up by Allah, 
and they're unconcerned (about it). 
Without a doubt, they're going to be 
losers in the next life, [ios-kmi 


However, your Lord - for those who 
migrated (from their homes) after having 
been persecuted and who then struggled 
and persevered - after all of this, your 
Lord is forgiving and merciful, tnoi 

One day every soul will come forward 
to plead for itself. Every soul will then be 
repaid for what it has done, and none of 
them will be treated unfairly. [iuj 

The Example of a Prophet to His 
People 

Allah lays out the example of a 
society enjoying peace and security, even 
as it was amply supplied with resources 
from every quarter. Yet, it was thankless 
towards Allah's favors. 



Therefore, Allah caused it to 
experience both hunger and panic. (It 
encircled them) like a cloak (wrapped 
around them), all on account of (the evil 
in which its people) used to indulge, tmj 

Then a messenger came to them, who 
arose from among themselves, but they 
denied him. 
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And so the punishment seized them 
even as they were still busy in their 
corruption, [mj 

Some Dietary Restrictions 

Eat from the resources that Allah has 
provided for you that are lawful and pure, 
and be thankful for Allah's favor, if it's 
Him you really serve, hmj 

He's only forbidden you (to eat) dead 
carcasses, blood, pork, and anything 
that's had a name other than Allah's 
name invoked over it. 



hH 


However, if someone is forced by 
necessity (to eat of these forbidden 
things in order to avoid starvation) and 
does so only reluctantly, without 
indulging in it more than necessary, then 
Allah is forgiving and merciful, imi 

(All you people!) Make no statements 
in support of the lies that your tongues 
may promote, arbitrarily declaring, “This 
is lawful, while that's forbidden," in order 
to somehow attribute fraudulent lies to 
Allah. 


Those who invent false claims and 
then put them on Allah will never 
succeed, mej 

There's only a slight profit (to be made 
in promoting such lies), but then they'll 
have a painful punishment, uni 

Follow the Path of Abraham 

We prohibited for the followers of 
Judaism what We already told you about 
before, and We were never unfair to 
them. Rather, they were unjust against 
their own selves, msi 

However, your Lord - to those who do 
wrong in ignorance and who then 
thereafter repent and reform (themselves) 
- after all of that, your Lord is indeed 
forgiving and merciful, nwj 

Abraham was foremost in devotion to 
Allah, for he was a natural monotheist, 

and he never made partners (with Allah). 

[ 120 ] 

He was thankful for Allah's favors, for 
He chose him and guided him to a 
straightway, imi 

We gave him good in this world, and 
in the next life he's going to be among 
the righteous. 11221 

Then We inspired you, (Muhammad,) 
with the message that you should follow 
the creed of Abraham, the natural 
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monotheist, and he never made partners 

(with Allah). ( 123 ] 


Take the High Road 


Wisdom in Dialogue 


Background Info... v. 124-125 

Although this is a Meccan chapter, 
these last verses [124-128] were revealed 
in Medina and were tacked on at the end 
of this chapter by the Prophet's order. 
These few verses in particular make 
mention of one of the many issues that 
were coming out in the growing 
interfaith dialogue between the Muslims 
and the Jews. From the context of 
verses 118-125 we can see that the Arab 
converts in Medina had probably asked if 
there was a Sabbath for them as there 
was for the Jews (or perhaps the Jews 
had suggested to them that they should 
have one). This passage points out that 
in Abraham's original religion there was 
no Sabbath and that the Jews were given 
harsh dietary restrictions and difficult 
Sabbath rules on account of their 
disobedience to Moses. 


The (restrictions) of the Sabbath 
were only imposed upon (the Jews) who 
argued (about Allah's commands), but 
Allah will judge between them in what 
they've been arguing about. [ ua \ 

Invite (others) to the way of your Lord 
with wisdom and beautiful preaching , 
and reason with them in ways that are 
best Your Lord knows best who is 
straying from His path and who is being 
guided (towards it). 11251 


Background Info... v. 126-128 

This passage is sometimes 
understood to be a continuation of 
verses 118-125, in that an interfaith issue 
involving the status of the Sabbath came 
up in Medina, and an argument might 
have ensued, save for the patience of the 
Muslim side. 

Under that line of reasoning, this 
passage is telling the Prophet to keep on 
preaching and to be high-minded about 
it, even if the listeners, who in this case 
would be Jews, have some objections to 
his views on the subject. 

Then verse 126 would say that if the 
preacher could score a point, as it were, 
in the interfaith debate, that he 
shouldn't go overboard in pressing his 
advantage, for it would only put the 
listener on the defensive. 

When you score a point of logic, be 
patient and resist the urge to pounce too 
eagerly on the weakness in your 
opponent, that is if you want to make 
him feel respected and welcomed 
enough so you can perhaps one day 
open his heart to faith and not just tear 
him down. 

Other commentators say this passage 
is not connected with the preceding 
verses [118-125] at all and that it was 
revealed after the Battle of Uhud, when 
the Muslims, who had narrowly escaped 
destruction, returned to the battlefield 
the next day to find that the pagans had 
mutilated the dead Muslim fighters. 

When the Prophet saw the body of his 
beloved uncle Hamza badly cut up, he 
became very distraught and called for 
revenge upon the pagans many times 
beyond what they did to Hamza. 
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This verse, then, would be telling the 
Prophet not to go beyond the limits of 
what was done to him. After he recited 
it, the Prophet said, “We will be patient. 
We will not take revenge out on 
anyone.” 

Then the Prophet made up for his 
thoughtless oath as outlined in 5:89. 
(Ma’ariful Qur’an ) Given the change of tone 
in verses 126-128, the second view seems 
more likely, i.e., that this passage is 
referring to self-restraint in the face of 
atrocity, and Allah knows best. 


you can bring consequences against 
them, don't bring any consequences 


against them that are worse than what 
you've suffered. 

However, if you persevere patiently 
instead (and fight against the desire to 
get back at them), that's the best for 
those who are patient. [1261 

Therefore, be patient, for your 
patience is due to none other than Allah. 
Don't feel sorry for them, and don't be 
worried on account of their scheming. 

[ 127 ] 

Allah is with those who are mindful (of 
Him), and He's with those who (promote) 
what's good, ms] 
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The Night Journey 

27 Al lsra' 
aka Bani Isra'il 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed mainly in the year 621, with a few portions being revealed earlier. This 
was about one year before the migration to Medina, and the unmistakable tone of closure 
presented in this chapter clearly shows that the Muslims were expecting that they would soon 
abandon Mecca for a safer place. Already Islam was growing in the northern city of Yathrib, due to 
the efforts of some very dedicated new converts there, and the Muslims in Mecca were restive as 
they chafed under Meccan persecution. Some Muslim converts had already been murdered by the 
pagans, and the tension was apparent and palpable. 

With regards to the Night Journey and Ascension, the Prophet's cousin, Hind bint Abi Talib (aka 
Umm Hani), said, “The Messenger of Allah spent the night in my house. He said his night prayers 
and went to sleep. Just before dawn, he woke us up, and we all prayed the dawn prayer together. 
When the prayer was finished, he said, 'Umm Hani. I prayed with you the night prayer in this place, 
then I went to (Jerusalem) and prayed there, and as you can see, I've just finished praying the dawn 
prayer here with you.' I said, 'Messenger of Allah, don't tell people about this for they'll ridicule you 
and hurt you.' He replied, 'By Allah, I'm going to tell them.'" ( At-Tabari ) 

Then the Prophet went out of her family home and told people the following account: ''While I 
was in Mecca, the roof of the house was opened, and Gabriel descended. He opened my chest and 
washed it with Zamzam water. Then he brought a golden tray full of wisdom and faith, and having 
poured its contents into my chest, he closed it. Then a creature that was all white was brought, 
which was smaller than a mule but bigger than a donkey. The creature's stride was so wide that it 
reached the farthest point of its eyesight in just one step. I was carried on it." 

The Prophet then explained that he was taken to Jerusalem on that mount, which flew at a 
dazzling rate of speed, and that he was deposited on the Temple Mount. There the spirits of the 
prophets of old materialized behind him, and he led them in prayer. 

Then the Prophet continued his account, saying: ''Gabriel then took my hand and ascended with 
me to the nearest heaven." The Prophet was then taken into the otherworldly dimension of the 
Akhirah, or Hereafter. 

As he passed further through its levels, he saw various prophets from ancient days, including 
Adam, Abraham, Moses and Jesus. Each of them welcomed him with warm greetings as he went by 
them. When he was taken into the seventh and highest layer of Paradise, he saw innumerable 
wondrous sights, including the delights of Paradise and the coming and going of multitudes of 
angels. The Prophet continued his story, saying, ''Then (Gabriel) took me until we reached the 
Sidrat-il-Muntaha (the Lote Tree of the Furthest Boundary), which was shrouded in colors I can 
hardly describe." (See Qur'an 53:1-18] 
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“Then I was (brought close) to the House ofMa'moor (in which 70,000 angels visit everyday), 
and three containers were offered to me. One had wine, the other milk and the third honey. I took 
the milk. Gabriel said, 'This is the Islamic way of life, which you and your followers are following.'" 

Next, Gabriel brought Muhammad closer to the highest boundary of Paradise, beyond which the 
full manifestation of Allah's power exists. The Prophet described that he couldn't even 
comprehend the wonders of creation that he was witnessing. 

In later years when someone asked the Prophet what he saw at that point and if he, in fact, saw 
Allah, he said, “Only blinding light, how could I then see Him?" (Ahmad) It was during this part of the 
journey that Muhammad received the direct command from Allah that his followers were to offer 
prayers fifty times in a day. 

When the Prophet was being taken back down through the seventh layer of Paradise, Moses 
stopped him and convinced him to go back to Allah and ask for a reduction. Moses pointed out that 
he had had a hard enough time with the Children of Israel and that fifty prayers upon his followers 
would be too much. 

The Prophet did accordingly, and Moses convinced him to ask for further reductions. Eventually 
the prayers were reduced to five times a day, and the Prophet told Moses he was too shy to ask for 
any further reductions after that. Muhammad was then brought back down to the Temple Mount 
in Jerusalem, and from there the mysterious steed carried him back to Mecca, where he was finally 
deposited back in his bed. 

Predictably, when the Prophet told his story, the Meccans ridiculed him fiercely. A few converts 
to Islam actually renounced their faith, thinking that the Prophet was saying something totally 
preposterous. How could a man go to Jerusalem and back in one night ? 

Some people went to Abu Bakr and told him what had happened, and they asked him if he 
believed it was true. He replied, “By Allah! If Muhammad, himself, has said it, then it's true. He tells 
us that the word of Allah comes to him directly from Heaven to Earth at any hour of the night or 
day, and we believe him. Isn't this a greater miracle than what we're questioning here today." 

Then Abu Bakr led a crowd to the Prophet, and they all listened to his story directly. When the 
Prophet finished describing Jerusalem, a city to which he had never been, and recounted what he 
had seen of its streets and buildings, those who were present, and who had been to Jerusalem 
before, agreed that it was an accurate description of the city. 

Abu Bakr, who had himself visited Jerusalem many times, declared, “You spoke the truth, 
Messenger of Allah." Then the Prophet announced that on his way back to Mecca from Jerusalem, 
he saw a caravan on the road leading towards Mecca. He said that he had called to the leaders of 
that caravan to point out to them where one of their animals had wandered off in the desert and 
that he drank from a water jar on the back of one of those camels. He also predicted when that 
caravan would return (at sunrise on such-and-such day) and that a gray camel would be in the front 
of the line. 

On the appointed day, a caravan did enter Mecca at sunrise, led by a gray camel, and when the 
leaders of that caravan were questioned, they described how they were led by a stranger's voice to 
their lost animal in the desert. It was also found that one of their camels was carrying a water jar 
on its back that had a broken seal. Due to his affirming the truth of the Prophet's story, Abu Bakr 
earned the nickname, As-Sadeeq, which means the one who affirms the truth. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. i 

The Prophet was taken from his bed 
one evening on a fantastic journey so 
that Allah could show him what the next 
realm actually was like. The first part of 
his journey (the Isra’, or Night Journey) 
was when the angel Gabriel came to him 
at night and took him on a winged steed 
called the Buraq all the way to Jerusalem 
at a very fast rate of speed. 

The second part of his journey 
consisted of rising from the Temple 
Mount up to Heaven to see what the 
next life was like and to have his faith 
strengthened. (This is called the Mir’aj, 
or Ascension to Heaven.) 


be to the One Who took His 
servant on a journey by night from the 
sacred place of prostration (in Mecca) to 
the faraway place of prostration (in 
Jerusalem) - to an area that We've 
specially blessed - so We could show him 
some of Our signs. Truly, He's the One 
Who Hears and Observes (all things), m 



The Children of Israel 
were Punished for their Sins 

We gave the scripture to Moses 
and made it a source of guidance for the 
Children of Israel. 

So don't take anyone other than Me as 
your keeper, all you (Jews) who are 
descended from those whom We carried 
with Noah! He was a truly thankful 
servant! 12-3] 

We warned the Children of Israel in 
(their) scripture that they would twice 
cause corruption in the earth and be filled 
with conceited arrogance, (and thus they 
would be punished twice), w 

When the first warning came to pass, 
We sent Our servants, (the Babylonians), 
against you, and they were greatly skilled 
in warfare. They rampaged through 
every part of your homes, and thus it was 
a warning fulfilled! pi 

Then We allowed you to return (to the 
land of Israel, after your captivity in 
Babylon), as a kind of (victory for you) 
over them. We also added to your wealth 
and sons and allowed your population to 
increase. iei 
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If you were any good at all, you were 
good for the benefit of your own souls, 
and if you were evil, it was to the 
detriment of your own souls. 

Then later, when the 
second warning came 
to pass, (after you had 
become disobedient 
once more), your faces 
were framed in disgrace 
as (the Romans) 
entered into your 
temple of prayer, even 
as (the Babylonians) had done so (long 
before), and they destroyed whatever 
they laid their hands on. m 

Perhaps your Lord may show you 
mercy (yet again, by allowing you to 
recover and rebuild), but if you return (to 
sinful ways), then We'll return (with a 
third penalty). We established Hellfire as 
a prison for those who cover (the light of 
faith within their hearts), m 

The Reality of History 


Background Info... v. 9-11 

Some commentators believe this 
passage is referring to the taunting of an- 
Nadr ibn al-Harith, when he dared Allah 
to send down destruction upon him and 
his fellow pagans. (Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


This Qur'an certainly guides (people) 
towards stability (in their lives and 
societies) and gives good news to the 


believers who do what's morally right that 
they shall have a great reward, rj 

Those who don't believe in the next 
life (should know) that We've prepared a 
painful punishment for them, tioj 

A person (inadvertently) cries out for 
evil when his cry should be for good, but 
people are impatient by nature, [in 

We made the night and the day as two 
(of Our) signs. We darkened the sign of 
the night, even as We illuminated the 
sign of the day, so you can go out and 
look for the bounty of your Lord, and also 
so you can keep track of and count the 
passage of years. And so We explain 
everything in detail. 1121 

We All Have to Make Choices 


F.Y.I. 

The pagan Arabs used to try and 
predict the future by looking at which 
way the birds flew (similar to what the 
ancient Romans did). This passage is 
making a play on that by saying that a 
person’s fortune is with them and their 
own deeds, rather than being 
determined by something external to 
them like bird patterns. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


We've tied the bird (of his fortune) 
around the neck of every human being, 
and on the Day of Assembly We're going 
to bring out a record that he'll see laid 
out in the open. 113] 
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" Read your record! Today your o wn 
souI is enough to account againstyou\" 

IM) 

Whoever finds guidance is guided for 
the benefit of his own soul, while 
whoever goes astray does so to the lose 
of his own soul. 

No bearer of burdens can bear the 
burden of another. We never brought 
Our punishment down upon any nation 
unless We raised for them a messenger 
(to warn them first), usi 

When We decide that a nation is to be 
destroyed, We send Our command to 
those who are lost in the pursuit of 
pleasure, (telling them that they must 
reform or else face the consequences), so 
the sentence can be proven true against 
them (that they deserve their 
punishment). Then We destroy them 
completely! uei 



How many generations have We 
destroyed after Noah? It's a fact that 
your Lord is well-informed and observant 
of the sins of His servants, pj] 


Whoever desires the temporary things 
(of this world) will have them in whatever 
quantity We wish to give, but afterwards 
We're going to give them Hellfire so they 
can burn within it in t-lUMK-iAriOM and 
disgrace, usi 

Whoever desires the next life, who 
makes an effort to achieve it as is 
required, and who has faith, their efforts 
will be appreciated (by Allah). ti9i 

Both (the believers and the faithless) 
have Our bounty showered down upon 
them, for the bounties of your Lord are 
not withheld, poi 

Have you noticed how We've given 
more to some than to others? However, 
the next life is where the higher status 
and greater bounty awaits, pd 

Your Lord Commands 
Kindness to Parents 

Don't set up other gods alongside of 
Allah, or you'll end up humiliated and 
forsaken. p2i 

Your Lord has decided that you must 
serve no one else but Him and that you 
should be kind to your parents. Whether 
one or both of them becomes old in your 
lifetime, never speak to them rudely nor 
scold them, but rather speak to them in 
generous terms, pu 
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Kindly lower the wing of humility 
towards them and say, "My Lord! Be 
merciful to them even as they cherished 
me when I was small." [ 24 i 

Your Lord knows what's in your heart, 
so if you behave in a moral fashion, then 
He's forgiving to those who repent (of 
their sins). 12s] 

Sharing the Wealth 

Give what's rightly due to your 
relatives, the needy and (stranded) 
travelers. Don't waste your money like a 
squanderer. (26] 

Squanderers are like the brothers of 
devils, and Shaytan was ungrateful to his 
Lord. [ 27 ] 


Background Info... v. 28 

Some people asked the Prophet for a 
share in some cloth that had been 
donated, but he had none left to give. 
This verse was revealed to tell the 
Prophet what to do in their case. 
(Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 


If you (don't have any money to give 
to the poor) and are forced to turn away 
from them, though in the expectant hope 
that some mercy might come to you from 
your Lord (that you can later share with 
them), at the very least say something to 
put them at ease, psi 



Background Info... v. 29-30 

There is a story told that a poor boy 
went to the Prophet and asked for a shirt 
and that the Prophet gave his only good 
shirt to him, leaving him with nothing to 
wear. As such, he remained in his home 
without a shirt until someone gave one 
to him. This passage was then revealed. 

(Ma’ariful Qur’an, Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Don't tie your hand to your neck (like 
a miser), nor extend it out so far (in 
donating) that you become guilty (of 
causing your own) poverty. 1291 

Your Lord provides abundant 
resources to whomever He wants, and He 
measures (out slimmer resources to 
whomever He wants, as well). For sure, 
He is well-informed and watchful (over 
the needs) of His servants. 001 
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The Pillars of Wisdom 

Don't kill your children because 
you're afraid of becoming poor. We'll 
provide resources for them, as well as for 
you. Indeed, killing them is an enormous 
crime, on 

Don't go anywhere near any unlawful 
intimate activity for it's a shameful 
practice and opens the way (to even 
greater sins and dangers.) 1321 

Don't take the life of anyone (whose 
life) Allah has forbidden (to be taken), 
except for a just cause (under the law). If 
anyone is killed wrongfully, then We've 
given his heir the power (to either 
demand punishment, take monetary 
restitution or forgive). 

However, don't let him go beyond the 
limits (in his legal right) to take a life, (as 
he might bring harm to the innocent), for 
he's already being supported (by the law 
and should be satisfied with his options). 

[ 33 ] 

Don't (tamper with) an orphan's 
property before he reaches the age of full 
strength (at maturity), unless you plan to 
improve it. 

Fulfill every agreement, for every 
agreement (that you make) will be asked 
about (on the Day of Judgment). (34] 


Give full measure (to your customers) 
when you measure (for them), and weigh 
with an accurate scale, for that's best for 
achieving a good result. [35] 

Don't get involved with things about 
which you know nothing, for every act of 
hearing, seeing or (feeling in) the heart 
will be asked about (on the Day of 
Judgment). [ 36 i 

Don't strut through the earth acting 
like you're so great, for (you're not strong 
enough) to rip the earth apart, nor can 
you grow as tall as the mountains. [37] 

All sinful practices like those are 
despicable in the sight of your Lord. [3«] 

These are among the (pillars of) 
wisdom that your Lord has revealed to 
you, so don't take any other god 
alongside of Allah, or you just might find 
yourself being cast into Hellfire in 
disgrace - with (only yourself) to blame! 

[ 39 ] 

Pagans don't Understand 
the Use of Reason 


Background Info... v. 40 

The pagans believed that the angels 
were the female daughters of Allah, 
while they (the pagans) valued sons for 
themselves above daughters. Thus, by 
putting on Allah what they didn’t want 
for themselves, they were making Allah 
seem shortchanged. 
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Has your Lord chosen to give you 
sons, while taking daughters for Himself 
among the angels? You're making an 
outrageous assertion! hoi 

And so it is that We've explained (the 
issues in) various (ways) in this Qur'an, so 
they can be reminded, but it only seems 
to make them distance themselves from it 
even more! bu 



Say to them, "If there were (other, 
lesser) gods (existing) alongside of Him ," - 
as they claim - "then they would surely 
(be working hard to do those things) that 
would bring them closer to the Lord of 
the throne, (in their efforts to win His 
favor.)" B2i 

Glory be to Him! He is high above all 
the things that they're saying (about Him) 
- infinitely higher! b3 ] 

The seven heavens, the very earth and 
all who (live) within them glorify Him! 
There isn't anything that exists that 
doesn't glorify His praise, even if you 


don't understand how they glorify Him. 

He is indeed forbearing and forgiving. B4] 

What do the Faithless Seek in the 
Qur'an? 

en you recite the Qur'an 
(Muhamad), We put an invisible screen 
between you and those who don't believe 
in the next life, bsj 

We put wrappers over their hearts to 
prevent them from understanding the 
Qur'an and also a deafness in their ears. 
When you're remembering your one Lord 
in the Qur'an, they just turn their backs in 
disgust. [ 46 i 


Background info... v. 47-48 

The Prophet would often recite the 
Qur’an aloud in his house at night. Even 
though the Meccan leadership officially 
disavowed and scorned him, still the 
verses themselves were often 
mesmerizing, giving rise to their charges 
that he was a sorcerer who bewitched 
men with his verses. One night three 
prominent idolaters snuck near the 
windows of the Prophet’s house, but 
each came alone and wasn’t aware of 
the others. 

These three men, Abu Jahl, Abu 
Sufyan and Al-Akhnas ibn Shurayq, 
stayed listening until the dawn. They 
noticed each other when they were 
leaving, and when they each admitted to 
stealthily listening to the Qur’an, they 
swore they wouldn’t do it again, lest the 
young men of the tribe start to do the 
same. 
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The next night, however, each of the 
three returned, thinking that he alone 
would not keep his word. 

When they noticed each other again, 
they took to swearing and vowing to 
keep their word this time, but the same 
incident occurred the next night, as well. 
In the morning Al-Akhnas went to Abu 
Sufyan and asked his opinion about what 
Muhammad was saying. 

Abu Sufyan replied, “By Allah, I heard 
some things I recognized and knew what 
they were about, but I heard other things 
whose meaning and import I didn't 
know." Al-Akhnas nodded his 
agreement and left. 

Later on, he went to Abu Jahl and 
asked his opinion, and Abu Jahl 
answered, “We've always been in 
competition with the Bani ‘Abd Manaf, 
(the Prophet's sub-clan). We fed (the 
poor) when they did, and we gave away 
(in charity) as they did. 

So when we were running neck and 
neck with them like in a horserace, they 
said, 'There's a Prophet among us to 
whom revelation comes from Heaven.' 

So how can we compete with that? By 
Allah we will never believe in him nor 
accept what he says." Then Al-Akhnas 
left. ( IbnHisham ) 

This passage is a reference to this 
kind of behavior on the part of the 
Meccans. They would also look for 
snippets of the Qur'an that could be 
willfully misinterpreted or ridiculed 
publicly to make Islam seem like 
something it was not. 


We know what they're really listening 
for when they listen to you, (for they 
merely wish to find something to criticize) 
so they can talk about it in their private 


conversations, saying," You (Muslims) are 
following nothing more than a man who's 
been bewitched!" m 

Do you see what kind of an example 
they're making of you! However, they're 
the ones who've gone astray, and they'll 
never find a way (out of their mistaken 
beliefs). [ 48 ] 

The Faithless Object to the 
Resurrection 

" VX^hat! "theyexclaim. "When 
we've rotted away to dust and bones, are 
we really going to be made like new?" [49] 



Say to them, "(Yes, indeed), even if you 
were made of stone or iron, or some 
other created material that's even harder 
than (the hearts) in your chests!" 

Then they ask, "So who's going to 
bring us back (to life)?" 
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Tell them, "The One Who created 
(you) the first time!" However, they just 
bob their heads towards you and say, "So 
when will all this come to pass?" 

Tell them," The time might be close at 
hand, and it will be a day when He calls 
you, and you'll (be forced to) answer with 
His praise, even as you'll think you only 
stayed (in the world) for a little while." 

[ 50 - 52 ] 

Beware of Your Constant Enemy 


Background Info... v. 53 

It is said that this verse was revealed 
after some of the Prophet's companions 
asked him how they should respond to 
the insults of the pagans. (Asbab ui-Nuzul) 


Tell My servants that they should 
only speak of good things, for Shaytan 
tries to make divisions among them. 
Shaytan is the obvious enemy of 
humanity! [S3] 

Your Lord knows you best. If He wants 
to be merciful to you, then He'll do so, 
and if He wants to punish you, then He'll 
do so. We haven't sent you to be their 
guardian. [S4i 

Your Lord knows (all about every 
creature) that (exists) within the heavens 
and the earth. We gave some prophets 
more gifts than others, even as We gave 
the Psalms to David, issi 


There is no Escaping 
the True Conclusion 

Say to them, "(Go ahead and) call 
upon all those whom you pretend (to be 
gods) besides Him! They have no power 
to solve your troubles, nor can they ward 
them off." [56] 

Those upon whom they're calling (for 
favors) are themselves trying to find their 
own way to their Lord, even if they're 
already close (to Him)! 

They greatly desire to receive His 
mercy, even as they're in mortal fear of 
His punishment, for your Lord's 
punishment is truly something to think 
about! [57] 



There's not a single settlement that 
will escape Our annihilation, or at the 
very least (have a taste of) a strong 
punishment, before the Day of Assembly 
(arrives), and that (statement has been) 
recorded in the Book (of Decrees), iss] 


374 




We never withhold sending miracles 
for any other reason than the fact that 
ancient peoples (so frequently) called 
them lies. 

We sent a (special) camel to the 
(people of) Thamud for them to see, but 
they treated her badly. And so it is that 
We only send miracles (in order to make 
people) afraid (of the coming 
punishment). 1591 

(Remember) when We told you," Your 
Lord surrounds people (in His power)!" 

We didn't send the vision (of the next 
life) down upon you for any other 
purpose than to be a test for people. 

(The mention of) the cursed tree (of 
Zaqqum) in the Qur'an (was for the same 
purpose), as well. 



We (only use such symbols) to instill 
fear in them (so that they'll perhaps be 
inclined to listen), but it only adds to their 
immense denial (of faith). («» 


Shaytan’s Challenge to Allah 

en We told the angels, "Bow 
down (in respect) to Adam," they all 
bowed down. Iblis, however, (who was a 
jinn in their company, did not bow along 
with them). 

"How can I bow down to a creature 
that You made from mud?" he asked, ten 

"Look at that!" he continued. "This 
(human) is the one whom You're 
honoring over me! if You give me a 
chance until the Day of Assembly, I'll 
make his descendants blindly obedient 
(to me), all but a few!" [62] 

"Go away, "(Allah) replied, "and if any 
of them follow you, then Hell fire will be 
enough of a reward for you all! [ 63 ] 

"Dazzle any of them that you can with 
your (alluring) voice (of temptation). 
Attack them with your cavalry and with 
your infantry. 

"Share in their wealth and children, 
and make promises to them - even 
though the promises ofShaytan are 
nothing more than deception. [«] 

"As for My servants, however, you will 
have no power over them. Your Lord is 
quite enough to take care (of them)." lesi 
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Your only Safety Lies with Allah 

Your Lord is the One Who makes 
ships sail smoothly through the sea so 
you can seek of His bounty (through 

fishing or trade), for He is merciful to you. 

[ 66 ] 



When a disaster strikes you at sea, 
however, all those (false gods) that you 
call upon besides Him leave you to suffer! 
Though when (Allah) returns you safely to 
land once more, you turn away (from 
Him), for human beings are thankless! [ 67 ] 

Do you feel so safe then that He won't 
make a part of the earth swallow you up 
when you're back on (dry) land? 

(Do you feel so safe) that He won't 
send a windstorm against you that'll leave 
you helpless to take care of yourself? tssi 

Do you feel so safe that He won't send 
you back out to sea (on a subsequent 
voyage) and then send a heavy gale 


against you to drown you on account of 
your ingratitude? 

Even still, you won't have anyone to 
avenge yourself against Us! [ 69 ] 

(So be grateful), for We've been 
generous to the sons of Adam by 
providing them with transportation on 
both land and sea, by giving them 
resources that are wholesome and by 
granting them favors more advantageous 
than most of the rest of creation ever 
received, poi 

The Record will be Complete 

a e day, We're going to call out the 
leaders of every people. Those who 
receive their records in their right hand 
will read their records, and they won't be 
wronged in the least, tni 

However, those who were blind (to the 
truth) in this world will be blind (to it) in 
the next life, for they had veered off the 
path. [ 72 i 


Background Info... v. 73-77 

This passage was revealed in 
response to some idol-worshippers who 
asked the Prophet to give them special 
treatment in exchange for their 
conversion. 

One report says that it refers to the 
leaders of Mecca who told the Prophet 
they would be more inclined to follow 
him if he drove away his poor underclass 

followers. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 
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Another report says that members 
from the tribe of Thaqif visited the 
Prophet and offered conversion if he 
would exempt them from charity and 
prayer, exempt them from having to 
cancel the interest owed to them, even 
as they could continue to charge 
interest, and that their sacred trees 
would be protected and inviolate. 

According to this report, the Prophet 
was in the midst of having his secretary 
write this contract for the tribe, when 
this verse was revealed telling him not to 
cave in to their demands. ( Zamakhshari ) 

Yet, a third incident attributed to this 
revelation is that the Quraysh asked 
Muhammad to alter a verse of the 
Qur’an to their liking. In desperation he 
almost agreed with them, but this 
passage told him to stand firm and 
warned him to be on his guard against 
the subtle suggestions of those who 
would have him compromise. 

( Zamakhshari) 


Their plan was to tempt you away 
from what We were revealing to you and 
to get you to substitute in Our name 
(principles) that were quite different. (If 
you had done so), then (those evil 
people) would've become your closest 
friends! [73] 

If We hadn't given you strength, then 
you probably would've inclined a little 
towards (their requests), m In that case, 
We would've made you suffer equal 
amounts (of punishment), both in this life 
and after death, and you wouldn't have 
had anyone to help you against Us! psi 


Their (ultimate) plan was to try and 
frighten you into fleeing from (your) 
hometown, so they could keep you away 
in exile. 

If they (had succeeded in driving you 
away), then they would've remained (safe 
in their homes) only a little while longer 
after you (left, before We destroyed 
them), pel 

This has been our way with the 
messengers We sent before you, and you 
will never find any change in how We 
operate, un 

Strengthen Yourselves 
for What Lies Ahead 

Establish prayers after the sun begins 
to decline (at noon) until the onset of 
nightfall, and recite (the Qur'an) at dawn, 
for reciting (the Qur'an) at dawn is 
witnessed (by the angels), psi 
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Pray in the late hours of the night, as 
well, as an extra bonus for you (above 
and beyond what's required), for your 
Lord will shortly raise you to a highly 
regarded position. t 79 ] 

Now utter (this supplication, and then 
prepare yourself to migrate to Medina), 
"My Lord! Let my entrance be an honest 
entrance, let my exit be an honest exit, 
and bestow upon me power from You to 
help me." poi 

And also declare (this phrase in order 
to strengthen your resolve for the coming 
migration), "The truth has arrived, and 
falsehood will vanish, for falsehood 
always vanishes!" m 



We're sending down in this Qur'an 
that which is a source of healing and 
mercy for the believers, even as it causes 
nothing but loss to the wrongdoers. [82] 

Each will Act 
according to His Nature 

enever We bestow Our favors 
upon a human being, he turns away and 


becomes aloof, but when calamity strikes 
him, he descends into deep despair. [ 83 ] 

Say to them, "Everyone acts according 
to his own disposition, but your Lord 
knows best who is being guided on the 
way." [ 84 ] 

What is the Nature 
of the Human Spirit? 


Background Info... v. 85 

‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (d. 653) 
reported the following incident that 
caused the revelation of this verse: 
“While I was strolling with the Prophet 
through a desolate patch, he stopped to 
rest on a palm leaf stalk. 

Some Jews passed by, and one of 
them said to the others, ‘Ask him about 
the spirit.’ Another one said, ‘Why do 
you want to ask him about that?’ A third 
man among them said, ‘Don’t ask him, or 
you might get an answer you won’t like.’ 
Finally they agreed on: ‘Let’s all ask him.’ 

Then they asked the Prophet, but he 
didn't answer, and then I knew he was 
receiving revelation, so I stayed where I 
was. Then the new revelation was 
received, and the Prophet recited (this 
verse).” (Bukhari) 


Now they're asking you about the 
spirit (that resides within each person). 
Tell them," The spirit is under the 
command of my Lord, and no knowledge 
of it has ever come to you except for a 
little." [as] 
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Answering a Bunch of Objections 


If We ever wanted, We could take 
away (this message) with which We've 
been inspiring you, and then you 
wouldn't have anyone to represent you in 
your claim against Us. pei 

However, (the extent of) your Lord's 
mercy and His favor towards you is 
indeed tremendous! p7i 

Say to them, "If the whole of humanity 
and all the jinns were to gather together 
to produce something similar to this 
Qur'an, they could never produce the like 
of it, even if they all worked together and 
pooled their resources." ps] 



And so it is that We've explained for 
people in this Qur'an every type of 
example (so they can ponder over them). 
Yet, most people are unwillingly to accept 
it and are thankless, psj 


Background Info... v. 90-93 

This passage recounts a relentless 
assault from the pagans, who said all of 
these things to the Prophet in a huge 
outdoor gathering that they arranged. 

After they asked for many miracles to 
benefit their city and themselves, the 
Prophet told them, “I won’t do any of 
that, and I won’t ask my Lord for these 
things. I wasn’t sent for this reason; 
rather, Allah sent me to you to bring you 
good news and warnings. If you accept 
what I've brought you, then it will be 
good fortune for you in this world and in 
the next, but if you reject it, then I will 
wait patiently for the command of Allah 
until Allah judges between me and you.” 

So that’s when they asked the 
Prophet to make the sky fall upon them. 
The Prophet then said, “That’s for Allah 
to decide, and if He wants to, He will do 
that to you.” These verses were 
revealed about that incident. (Asbab ul- 
Nuzul) 


say, "We're never going to 
believe in you until you make a spring 
gush forth for us from the earth, or until 
you have a garden filled with date palms 
and grapevines and rushing streams 
flowing abundantly in their midst, or until 
you make the sky shatter and fall down 
upon us, as you pretend will happen, or 
until you bring Allah and the angels here 
in front of us, or until you have a house 
decorated with gold, or until you have a 
ladder that can reach right up into the 
sky! 
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"Even then, we won't believe you ever 
climbed up there, unless you send a book 
down to us that we can read (for 
ourselves)." 

Say to them, "Glory be to my Lord! 

Am / not a messenger who's just a mortal 

man?' [90-93] 

Nothing prevented the people (of 
former nations) from believing when 
guidance came to them, except for their 
saying, "Has Allah really sent a mortal 
man as a messenger?" [94] 

Say to them, "If the earth were 
populated by angels, going about their 
business quietly, then We would've 
certainly sent an angel down from the sky 
to be a messenger for them." psi 

Then say, "Allah is enough of a witness 
between you and me, for He's well- 
informed and watchful over His servants." 

[961 


For the one who is guided by Allah, 
such a one is truly guided, but for the one 
whom He leaves astray - you won't find 
any protector for him in place of (Allah)! 

On the Day of Assembly, We're going 
to gather them together, flat on their 
faces - blind, mute and deaf- and then 
their destination will be in Hellfire. 

Every time (the heat of the fire) seems 
to die down, We'll stoke the fire back to 
its full intensity! pn 

That's the compensation that they're 
going to receive because they rejected 
Our (revealed) verses and said," What! 
When we've rotted away to dust and 
bones, are we really going to be made 
like new once more?' psi 

Don't they see that Allah, the One 
Who created the heavens and the earth, 
has the power to create them as they 
were (before)? 

It's only because He's set a specific 
time-limit for them - and there's no 
doubt about that - but still the 
wrongdoers do nothing more than 
thanklessly refuse (the invitation of 
salvation). [99] 

Say to them, "Ifyou had control over 
all the treasures that (emanate from) the 
mercy of my Lord, you would be 
unwilling to share them (with others) out 
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of the fear of spending too much, for 
human beings are tightfistedf tiooi 

Take the Example of Moses 

And so it was that We gave nine 
evident miracles to Moses when he came 
(before Pharaoh and his nobles) - just ask 
the Children of Israel! 

Pharaoh said to him, "Moses! / think 
you've been bewitched!" [ion 

"You know full well," (Moses) replied, 
"that these (miracles) have been sent 
down by none other than the Lord of the 
heavens and the earth, as dear evidence 
for all to see. I think that you, Pharaoh, 
are doomed to perish!" 11021 



Thus, (Pharaoh) resolved to wipe (the 
Hebrews) off the face of the earth, but 
We drowned him and all those who were 
with him, and We said to the Children of 
Israel, “Dwell upon the earth, but when 
the final promise comes to pass, We're 
going to gather you in a mixed crowd (on 
the Day of Judgment)." homm] 


The Qur'an is the Truth 

We sent (the Qur'an) down for a 
true purpose, and it has, indeed, been 
sent down for that true purpose. We 
didn't send it to you for any other reason 
than to give good news and also to warn. 

[ 105 ] 

We divided this Qur'an (into sections) 
so you could recite it to people in 
intervals, and (that's why) We've been 
revealing it in successive stages. tio6j 

Tell (the idol-worshippers of Mecca), 

" Whether you believe in it or not, the 
(Jews and Christians) who were given 
knowledge (of Allah's revelations) before 
you fall down on their faces humbly when 
they hear it being recited to them, and 
they say, 'Glory be to our Lord! 

“ Our Lord's promise has been 
fulfilled!' They fall down on their faces 
weeping, and it increases their humble 
(submission)." [ 107 - 109 ] 


Background Info... first half v. 110 

The Prophet was prostrating and 
calling upon Allah, saying, “0 
Compassionate, O Merciful,” when a 
pagan man happened by. The ignorant 
pagan said out loud, “He claims to pray 
to one (Allah), but he’s praying to two!” 
Then this verse was revealed mentioning 
that Allah has many holy names by which 
He can be invoked. (ibnKothir) 
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Also tell them, "Call upon Allah, or call 
upon the Compassionate, for regardless 
of whatever name you use to invoke Him, 
the most beautiful names belong to Him ." 

How should we Recite the Qur’an? 


Background Info... v. no 

This verse was revealed in Mecca at a 
time when the pagans would ridicule the 
Qur'an whenever they heard it being 
recited. The Prophet used to recite it in a 
strong and clear voice, but it would often 
attract needless heckling from the 
pagans. However, if he recited it too 
softly, his companions and also 
interested pagans wouldn't be able to 
hear it from him and learn it, so this verse 
tells him to take a middle ground. 


After the migration to Medina, these 
restrictions were no longer as essential 
and didn't apply, though the 
commentators say it remains as a 
general principle for the believers not to 
shout or whisper in their prayers, but to 
take a middle course. (Ibn Kathir. Bukhari) 


uhammad!) Don't recite (the 
Qur'an) in your prayers too loudly or too 
softly, but recite in an even tone in 
between the two extremes, moi 

Then say, "Praise be to Allah, Who 
doesn't give birth to children, nor does 
He have any partner in His kingdom, nor 
does He need anyone to protect Him 

from weakness, so magnify Him greatly!" 

ini) 
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The Cave 

18 Al Kahf 
Late Meccan Period 


dr Introduction 

This chapter holds a special place in the imagination of Muslims. The Prophet once said of this 
chapter: “Whoever recites the Chapter of the Cave on Friday, it will illuminate him with light from 
one Friday to the next." ( Al-Hakim ) On another occasion he said, “Whoever recites the first and last 
verses of this chapter, there will be a (spiritual) light from his feet to his head, and if he were to 
recite the entire chapter, for him there is light from the earth to the sky." (Ahmad) 

This portion of revelation came during a particularly difficult time. Due to relentless Meccan 
persecution, a large number of Muslims had migrated to Abyssinia for safety. Meanwhile, back in 
Mecca, the leaders of the Quraysh sent two messengers (an-Nadr ibn al-Harith and ‘Uqbah ibn Abi 
Mu'ayt) to Yathrib (Medina) to ask the Jews about Muhammad and to get their opinion as to 
whether he was a true prophet or not. 

The Jews sent back a suggested list of three topics about which they could ask him. “Ask him," 
the rabbis said, “about the reason for why the young men left their city and sought refuge in a cave 
and then what happened next, for this is a unique event. Ask him about the man who traveled both 
to the east and the west of the earth and what happened to him. Finally, ask him about the spirit 
and what it was." ( at-Tabari ) Those three questions are the reason for revelation of some of the 
portions of this chapter. 

When the Meccan messengers returned, they asked the Prophet about these issues. At first 
Muhammad said that he would have the answer right away, but he forgot to say, “As Allah wills." 
To teach him a lesson - that he could not order Allah to reveal things - no new revelation came for 
fifteen days. The Prophet realized his mistake and repented. Then verses 18:23-24 were revealed to 
explain the reason for the delay, and then finally the answers came. 

Be that as it may, the Meccans were unfazed by the fine answers given in this chapter. They 
decided to punish Muhammad and the two clans to which he was most closely related, and from 
which many of his followers came, by forcibly ejecting them from the city and isolating them in a 
barren desert valley. They wrote their decree on vellum and hung it in the Ka'bah for effect. This 
was known as the Boycott, and for three years the Meccans refused to trade with the exiles, sell 
them food or allow them to leave the valley. The Muslims suffered deprivation on an appalling 
scale. If it wasn't for secret food deliveries smuggled in by sympathetic Meccans in the night, the 
Muslims would surely have perished. 

Visiting Arab chieftains from the countryside eventually shamed the Meccans into lifting their 
cruel policy. When the document hung within the Ka'bah, wherein was written the decree, was 
examined, it was found that ants had eaten away all the ink, leaving the sheet blank. It was little 
consolation for the Prophet, however, for in the same year the Boycott was lifted, his beloved wife 
and soul-mate Khadijah passed away, a death no doubt hastened by the many years of suffering in 
the open desert during the Boycott. 
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The Prophet's uncle and only political protection, Abu Talib, also passed away, leaving the 
Prophet more vulnerable to violence than ever before. Perhaps the story of the Sleepers of the 
Cave contained within this chapter is a veiled note of hope for the Prophet that persecution doesn't 
last forever and that eventually the truth will prevail over ignorance. 


In the Name of Allah, 

the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Praise be to Allah, the One Who sent 
down to His servant a Book in which He 
allowed no crookedness, m 

(It's a Book that's) straightforward (and 
clear), so He can warn (all people) of a 
terrible penalty from Him, and so that He 
can give good news to the believers who 
do what's morally right that they're going 
to have an excellent reward - (a reward) 
that will stay with them forever. [2-3] 

(It's also a message that's been 
revealed) so He can warn those who say, 
"Allah has begotten a son." 

They have no knowledge (that could 
justify their claim), nor did their 
forefathers (have any certain proof), 
either. 

It's really an outrageous statement 
that's coming out of their mouths, for 
what they're saying is no more than a lie! 

( 4 - 5 ) 

Perhaps you'll worry yourself to death 
as you follow after them, distressed that 
they're not believing in this narration, pi 


Whatever (riches and distractions) that 
We've placed in the earth are but a 
dazzling display by which We test them, 
in order to bring out those whose 
conduct is the best. (In the end), We're 
going to reduce whatever is upon (the 
earth) to dry dust. [7-si 

The Companions of the Cave 


Background Info... v. 9-22 

Jewish visitors from Yathrib (Medina) 
were trying to help the Meccan idol- 
worshippers expose Muhammad as a 
fraud by providing them with questions 
that they could ask him, hoping he would 
stumble. They told the Meccans to ask 
Muhammad about the Companions of 
the Cave, and this story contained in 
verses 9-22 was revealed in response. 


Have you ever considered that the 
Companions of the Cave and the 
inscribed writings might be among Our 
wondrous signs? pj 

When the young people fled (from 
persecution) to the cave, they said, "Our 
Lord! Be merciful to us, and resolve our 

situation in the most appropriate way." 

( 10 ) 
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Then We drew (a veil) over their ears 
for a number of years in the cave, (so they 
would have no news of the outside 
world). [ii] 

Then, (after some time had passed), 

We awakened them to test which of the 
two sides (among them) would be better 

able to calculate the length of their stay. 

[ 12 ] 

We're telling you their story truthfully, 
for they were young people who believed 
in their Lord. Therefore, We increased 
them in guidance. [i3] 

Indeed, We fortified their hearts when 
they had confronted (their people), 
saying to them, "Our Lord is the Lord of 
the heavens and the earth, and we're 
never going to call upon any god besides 
Him. if we did that, then we would be 
saying something blasphemous. [U] 

"These people of ours have taken 
other gods in place of Him, so why don't 
they bring some dear authority to justify 
what they've done? Who can be more 
wrong than the one who invents a lie 
against Allah?" usi 

(Then they made a plan to escape the 
wrath of their people, saying to each 
other), “Afteryou've turned away from 
them and all that they serve besides 
Allah, then seek refuge in the cave. Your 
Lord will shower His mercy upon you and 
make your situation easy to bear." [is] 


The World Transforms 

(If you were looking out from) the 
cave's entrance, you would've seen the 
sun as it rose away leaning to the right. 
When it set, it would move away from 
them and then down to the left, all the 
while they remained there, lying in the 
middle of the cave. 



These are among the signs of Allah. 
Whomever Allah guides is guided (to the 
straight path), while whomever Allah 
leaves astray - you won't find any right- 
minded best friend for him! U7] 

You would have thought they were 
awake (if you saw them), but they were 
asleep! We turned them on their right 
sides and their left, while their dog 
stretched out his two forelegs at the 
entrance. 

If you would have come upon them, 
you would have run away in abject terror 
of them! [is] 
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That's (how they were) when We 
awakened them, so they could ask each 
other (about their situation.) One of 
them asked, "How long have you all been 
here?" 

" We've been here a day or maybe part 
of a day at most," (they answered, but 
after a long discussion), they (all agreed 
that they weren't sure). 

So they said, "Allah knows best how 
long you've been here. Let's send one of 
you with his money to the city to see 
which is the best kind of food he can 
bring, so you can at least satisfy (your 
hunger) with it. 

"Let him be discreet, and let him not 
talk to anyone about (the rest of us), 
because if they come upon (you), then 
they'll stone you or force you to return to 
their traditions. Then you 'll never 
succeed." 119-201 

It was (on account of his antique coins 
and dress) that We made people aware of 
their situation. 

(This was so) they could know that 
Allah's promise is true and that there can 
be no doubt about the Hour. 

Later on, (after the youths grew old 
and died, the people) disagreed among 
themselves about how (best to 
commemorate) their case. 



"Let's build a (monumental) structure 
over (their graves), " (some people 
suggested), but their Lord knew about 
them (and their less than honest 
intentions). 

However, those who won the decision 
said, "We're going to build a house of 
prayer over (their graves)." 1211 

(Christians differ over the details of the 
story, with some) saying that there were 
three (young people in the cave) and that 
their dog was the fourth among them. 

(Others) said they were five, with their 
dog being the sixth, but they're just 
guessing about what they haven't seen. 
(Others even assert that) they were seven, 
with their dog being the eighth. 

Say to them, "My Lord knows best 
what their exact number was, and only a 
few (people) know for sure (how many 
they were)." 

So don't get drawn into arguments 
with them (on such speculative issues), 
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but rather (talk to them) only on topics of the heavens and the earth belong to 
that have clear resolutions, and don't Him. 

consult any of them at all about (such 

obscure topics). [22] "He sees them and listens (to all 

things). (Nothing that exists) has any 
Don’t Forget to Account protector besides Him ; and He never 

for the Will of Allah shares His rule with anyone." [26] 


Background Info... v. 23-24 

When the Prophet was first asked 
about the Companions of the Cave, he 
said he would have the answer the next 
day by the latest, but he failed to add the 
required addendum for future plans, “If 
Allah wills.” Thus, as a penalty, the 
answer to the question was delayed for 
over a week. Then, along with the 
revelation of the Sleeper's story, verses 
23-26 also came to admonish the Prophet 
about this. (Asbdb ul-Nuzul, Ibn Kathir ) 


Never say of anything, 77 / do it 
tomorrow," without adding, "If Allah 
wills." 

If you forget (to add this phrase), then 
remember your Lord (when you recall 
your lapse) and say, 7 hope that my Lord 
guides me closer to the rightly guided 
way." [23-24] 

(Some people say that the 
Companions of the Cave) stayed in their 
cave for three hundred years, and (others) 
add nine (more years to that figure), ps] 

Tell them, "Allah knows better how 
long they stayed, for the unseen (secrets) 


Choose Your Side 

Recite what's been revealed to you of 
the Book of your Lord. No one can 
change His words (of command), and 
you'll never find anyone who can save 
you besides Him. p7i 


Background Info... v. 28 

Some of the Prophet’s companions in 
Mecca were poor and wore tattered 
clothing. One day a group of pagans 
went to the Prophet, and one of them, 
Uyaynah ibn Hisn, asked Muhammad to 
exclude such coarse and rough people 
from his gatherings if he wanted them to 
join in the meetings. Another prominent 
pagan named Umayyah ibn Khalaf had 
also advised the Prophet in this regard. 
This verse was revealed in response, 
directing the Prophet to prefer the 
company of the sincere, no matter their 
economic status. (Muslim) 


Keep your soul content with those 
who call upon their Lord in the morning 
and in the evening, seeking His face. 
Don't let your eyes pass beyond them, 
desiring the flashy glitter of this world's 
life. 
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Don't obey anyone whose heart We've 
allowed to become careless of Our 
remembrance, who follows his own 

whims and whose purpose (in life) is lost. 

128 ) 

Say to them," The truth (has now come 
to you) from your Lord." Whoever wants 
to believe (in it), will do so. 

Whoever wants to reject it, will do so. 
We've prepared for the wrongdoers a fire 
whose (flames) will surround them like 
walls. 

Every time they ask for relief (from the 
heat), they'll have scalding water poured 
over them as hot as molten brass! 

It'll sear their faces! Oh, how awful a 
drink and how horrible a place to rest! [29] 

As for those who believed and did 
what was morally right, We're never 
going to lose track of the reward of 
anyone who did good! ooj 

For them are everlasting gardens 
beneath which rivers flow. They'll be 
adorned with gold bracelets while 
wearing embroidered robes of green silk. 

They'll relax on couches within (the 
garden) - oh, how wonderful a payment 
and how excellent a place to rest! pi] 


The Story of the 
Gardener who Bragged 

Lay out for them the example of two 
men. We gave one of them two gardens 
of grapevines, surrounded them with date 
palms, and then placed grain fields in 
between. p2) 

Both of the gardens produced 
abundantly, and there was never a bad 
harvest, and in their midst We let a gentle 
stream flow, pu 



His harvests were truly grand, so (one 
day) he had a tense conversation with his 
companion during which he boasted, "I 
have more wealth than you, and I have 
more (influence in society than you on 
account of my) many followers f [34) 

Then he went into his garden in a state 
of injustice against his own soul. 

(Looking around, he then said to himself,) 
"/ don't think any of this will ever perish, 
nor do / think the Hour (of Judgment) will 
ever come. 
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"Even if I was brought back to my 
Lord, I'm sure I'll find something there 
even better in exchange." [35-36] 

His companion had told him, when 
they had talked before, “Are you going to 
reject the One Who made you from dust, 
then from mingled fluids, and then 
crafted you into a man? [37] 

"As for me, (I believe) that He's my 
Lord Allah, and I’ll never make any 
partners with Him." [ 3 si 

"Wheneveryou go into your garden, 
why don't you say, 'It is as Allah wills ,' and 
'There is no strength except with Allah?' 

If you've noticed that I have less money 
and fewer children than you, maybe it's 
because my Lord will give me something 
better than your garden. 

"Perhaps He might send thunderbolts 
from the sky (down upon you) and turn 
(your garden) into shifting sand, or 
maybe your water supply will sink in the 
earth so deep that you'll never be able to 
recover it." [39-411 

And so it came to pass that the fruits 
(of his labor) were encompassed (in utter 
destruction). 

He just stood there, wringing his hands 
in worry over what he had invested on his 
property, which was now destroyed down 
to its very foundations! 



All he could say was, "I’m ruined! If 
only / had never made partners with my 
Lord!" [ 42 ] 

He had no group of supporters (to 
help him) against Allah, nor was he even 
able to save himself! [43] 

(On the Day of Judgment), the only 
protection that will be available will be 
from Allah, the Ultimate Reality. He's the 
best One to reward and the best One to 
bring matters to a close. m 

What is this World Really About? 

Lay out for them the example of what 
this world is really like. It's like the water 
that We send down from the sky. The 
plants of the earth absorb it, but soon 
afterwards they become as dry stubble to 
be blown about by the winds. Allah is the 
only One Who prevails over all things! wsi 

Wealth and children are merely the 
glitter of the life of this world, but the 
moral deeds that endure are the best in 
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the sight of your Lord, and the best on 
which to hope (for the future). m 

One day We're going to send the 
mountains away, and you're going to see 
the land as a level plain. Then We're 
going to gather all of them together, 
leaving no one behind. [47] 

They'll all be standing at attention 
before your Lord in rows, (and they'll be 
told), "So now you've come back to Us (as 
naked) as (the day) We created you the 
first time. But no! You never thought We 
would bring about your appointed 
meeting!" m 

(Each person's) record (of deeds) will 
be placed (before him), and you'll see the 
wrongdoers in a state of panic on 
account of what (their records) contain. 



" We're doomed!" they'll cry out. 

" What kind of book is this! It leaves out 
nothing small or great, and it makes 
mention of everything!" 


And so they'll find out about 
everything they ever did, for it will all be 
right there, laid out before them, and 
your Lord won't treat anyone unfairly. [49] 

When We are Questioned 

We told the angels, "Bow down to 
Adam," and they all bowed down, except 
for Iblis, who was one of the jinns. 

He broke away from his Lord's 
command. So are you now going to take 
him and his descendants as protectors 
besides Me? 

They're your enemies, so it's a truly 
bad deal that the wrongdoers are 
making! isoi 

I didn't let them witness the creation 
of the heavens and the earth - no, not 
even their own creation - nor would I 
take such misleaders as assistants, tsi] 

One day (Allah) will say, "Call upon 
those whom you assumed were My 
partners." 

They'll call out to them, but they won't 
answer back. Then We'll erect a dreadful 
prison wall between them, isa 

The bad people will see the Fire and 
feel themselves falling into it, and they'll 
find no way out. [53] 
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Many will Turn Away 

We've given detailed explanations 
in this Qur'an, using every kind of 
example for people (to ponder). Yet, 
human beings argue over most things, p 4 ] 

There's nothing to prevent people 
from believing - especially now since 
guidance has come to them - nor from 
asking for their Lord's forgiveness, except 
that they've followed the pattern of 
ancient peoples (who denied that Allah 
would ever send His revelations to a 
mortal man) or that they would suffer 
from the onslaught of (Allah's) 
punishment, psi 

We only send messengers to give 
good news and to warn, but the faithless 
argue over foolish points in an effort to 
weaken the truth (in the eyes of their 
fellows). They take My (revealed) verses 
and what they've been warned with as a 
joke. [ 56 j 

Who's more wrong than the one who's 
reminded of the signs of his Lord but 
then turns away from them in 
forgetfulness because of what his hands 
have done? 

(As a penalty), We've wrapped veils 
over their hearts to prevent them from 
understanding and placed a deafness in 
their ears. Even if you called them to 
guidance, they'd never agree to be 
guided, p 7 ] 


Even still, your Lord is the Forgiving 
and a master at showing mercy. If He 
were to take a hold of them (immediately 
and punish them) for what they've earned 
for themselves (on their record of deeds), 
then He would've certainly hurried their 
punishment forward. 

However, they have their time limit, 
and after that they'll have no place to be 
safe. [ 58 ] 

(This is the pattern of previous) 
generations that We destroyed. When 
they were immersed in corruption, We 
fixed a final date for their destruction. p 9 ] 

Moses Seeks a Teacher 


Background Info... v. 60 

Moses was often disobeyed by his 
people, and they were prone to arguing 
with him. After one such episode, Moses 
lost his temper and said, “Who’s the 
smartest man among the people? It’s me 
- I’m the smartest!” 

Because Moses didn’t say Allah was 
the most knowledgeable of all, Allah 
made him go on a quest to learn 
patience. Allah told him to go to the 
coast (of the Red Sea) where the Gulf (of 
‘Aqabah) and the Gulf (of the Suez) meet 
at the bottom tip of the Sinai Peninsula 
and look for a person there who was 
more learned than even he. Moses 
asked Allah, “How can I find him?” 

Allah told him, “Take a fish in a 
container, and you will find him where 
you lose that fish.” 
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So Moses set out with his servant, 
bringing a fish in a container, on the 
journey to find the wisest man in the 
world. (Condensed from Bukhari) 


Allah's command, Moses (set out 
on a journey to seek a man wiser than 
himself). 

He said to his servant, "I won't give up 
until I've reached the junction of the two 
seas or until I've spent years traveling." [«>] 

When they finally did reach the 
junction, (they made camp for the night), 
but they forgot all about their fish, (which 
then leapt out of its container) and made 
its way into the sea through a tunnel, ten 



After they (arose the next morning 
and) traveled (some distance farther), 
Moses said to his assistant, "Bring us our 
breakfast, for as it is we've endured so 
much fatigue on our journey." m 

"Didyou see (what happened) when 
we were resting on that boulder (the 
night before)?" (the servant exclaimed). 


"I forgot (to tell you about) the fish, 
and only Shaytan could've made me 
forget to mention it. It (leapt out of the 
container) and 
made its way 
back into the 
sea in an 
amazing way!" 

(63) 

"That was 

it!" Moses cried. " That was (the sign) for 
which we were looking!" 

Then they retraced their footsteps and 
found one of Our servants upon whom 
We had granted mercy from Our Own 
presence and whom We had taught from 
Our Own knowledge. (&4 esi 

"Can I follow you," Moses asked, "so 
you can teach me something of the good 
sense that you've been taught?" tsei 

" You won't be able to have patience 
enough (to learn) from me,"(Khidr) 
replied, "for how could you have patience 
in situations where your knowledge is 
incomplete?" [ 67 - 68 ] 

"Allah willing, you’ll find me patient," 
(Moses) replied, "and I won't disobey 
your commands." [ 69 ] 

"Ifyou really want to follow me," 

(Khidr) said, "then don't ask me about 
anything until I’ve spoken about its 
meaning first ." poi 
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The Mysterious Journey 

Then they proceeded on (and took 
passage on a ship), but then (Khidr) 
damaged (the boat and caused it to take 
on water). 

(Moses) cried out, "Haveyou damaged 
it in order to drown those within it? What 
an awful thing you've done!" pi] 



"Didn't I tell you, "(Khidr) intoned, 

"thatyou would have no patience with 
me?" (72) 

"Don't hold my forgetfulness against 
me," (Moses) cried, "nor be hard on me in 
my position." t73j 

So then they proceeded on until they 
met a young man, but then (Khidr) killed 
him. 

"Have you killed an innocent person," 
(Moses) cried out, "who hasn't murdered 
anyone! What a horrible thing you've 
doneT (74) 


"Didn't I tell you, "(Khidr) answered, 
"that you would have no patience with 
me?" [75] 

Then (Moses) begged him, saying, "If I 
ever ask you about anything after this, 
then you have every right to part ways 
with me, and you would be fully justified 
as far as I'm concerned (to make me 
leave)." us) 

Then they traveled farther until they 
came to some people in a town. They 
asked them for food, but the 
(townspeople) refused to give them any 
hospitality. 

(As they passed through the town,) 
they came upon a wall that was about to 
collapse, but then (Khidr) repaired it. 

"Ifyou want,"( Moses) remarked, "you 
could ask them for some payment for 
(yourlabor)." (77) 

" This is where you and I will go our 
separate ways," (Khidr) announced, "but 
first let me tell you the full meaning of 
those things for which you had no 
patience." psi 

"As for the boat, it belonged to some 
poor (sailors) who used it on the sea, and 
I only desired to make it (temporarily) 
unserviceable, for there was a certain king 
coming up from behind them, seizing 
every boat by force." psi 
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The Master of Two Horns 


"As for the young man, his parents 
were believers, and we were afraid that 
he was going to bring sorrow down upon 
them due to his rebellious and thankless 
nature, [so] 

"So we only desired that their Lord 
give them (a better son) in exchange, one 
who would be purer and nearer to a 
merciful disposition." (sn 



"As for the wall, it belonged to two 
young orphans of the town. Below it was 
a buried treasure that was their due right. 

"Their father had been a moral man, so 
your Lord desired that they should reach 
maturity and find their treasure, as a 
mercy and favor from your Lord. 

7 didn't (do all those things) from my 
own motivations. This is the meaning of 
(all of those things) for which you had no 
patience." [ 82 ] 


Background Info... v. 83 

The following subject, that of the 
story of the “Master of the Two Horns,” 
is one of the topics that visiting Jews 
from Medina told the Meccans to ask 
Muhammad about. Who was the Master 
of Two Horns? 

It was hoped by the Arabs and Jews 
that Muhammad ( P j would stumble on 
this issue and expose his lack of 
knowledge. Yet, when the revelation of 
this story came to him, the Jews realized 
that Muhammad ( P ) was a man with 
which to be reckoned, and the pagans 
were further dumbfounded. 

The Master of Two Homs refers to 
King Cyrus the Great of Persia, who was 
spoken about in glowing terms in the 
Jewish scriptures in the book of Daniel 
(8:20) and also in the book of Isaiah 
(verse 45:1). 


IMow they're asking you about the 
Master of the Two Horns. Say to them, 
"I'll narrate for you something of his 
story." [83] 

We established him in the earth and 
gave him the means to reach every (place 
he wanted). [84] 

He followed one way until he reached 
the setting of the sun, and it appeared to 
him to set (behind) a murky body of 
water. 
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Near it he found a people (who were 
given to misbehavior, but who had no 
power to resist him). We said, "Master of 
the Two Homs! Either punish them or 
treat them well." tss-sei 

" The one who does wrong shall be 
punished," he announced. " Then he'll be 
sent back to his Lord, and He'll punish 
him with a harsh penalty. (87] 

However, the one who has faith and 
does what's morally right will be well 
rewarded, and we'll issue easy commands 
to him." [88] 

Then he followed another way until he 
came upon the rising of the sun. He 
found it rising upon a people who had 
not been provided by Us with secure 
shelter. [ 89-901 

(He left them alone) as they were, for 
We knew better what he had there before 
him. mi 

Then he followed another way until he 
came upon (a land) between two 
mountain (ranges). He found beneath 
them a people who could barely 
understand a word (of his language). 02 - 93 ] 

They told him, " Master of the Two 
Horns! The Yajuj and Majuj (tribes) cause 
great destruction in the land. Could we 
pay tribute to you so you can build a 
strong barrier between us and them?"m 


"(The wealth and power) that my Lord 
has granted me is better (than any tribute 
you could give). 

"Help me instead with your strength 
(and labor), and I will build a barrier 
between you and them. Now bring me 
pieces of iron!" 



(Then he ordered the people to build) 
until he had filled the space between the 
steep mountains (with strong 
fortifications). 

" Blow (with your bellows!" he then 
commanded), and when he had made it 
as hot as fire, he said, “Now bring me 
molten copper so I can pour some of it 
over (the iron to reinforce the defenses)." 

(95-96) 
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And so the (enemy) was rendered 
helpless to climb over (the walls of the 
forts), nor could they penetrate them 
from below. t97] 

(When he saw that the enemy was 
powerless to invade the valley,) he 
remarked," This is a mercy from my Lord, 
but when my Lord's promise comes to 
pass, then He'll reduce (the deterrent) to 
dust, and my Lord's promise is a true 
one." os] 

On that day, We're going to let (the 
barbarians) surge forward like waves, one 
after the other. Then the trumpet will be 
blown, and We'll collect them all 
together. [991 

We'll present the full expanse of 
Hellfire for the faithless to see - those 
whose eyes had been under a veil against 
remembering Me - even more they were 
(unwilling) even to listen (to the 
message)! 1100-1011 

A Day of Winners and Losers 

Do the faithless think that they can 
take My (created) servants as protectors 
besides Me? Well then, We've made 
Hellfire ready to entertain all those who 
covered over (their ability to believe)! [102] 

Say to them, "Should we tell you about 
those who are going to lose the most in 
their deeds? [wi] 


"(It's) those whose life's work has been 
wasted, even as they thought they were 
getting something good for their efforts." 

1104 ] 

They're the ones who denied the 
(revealed) verses of their Lord and their 
meeting with Him. 

Their works will be rendered void, and 
on the Day of Assembly We'll give them 
no weight (in the balance of deeds), uosi 

That's their reward - Hellfire - because 
they rejected (their Lord) and took My 
(revealed) verses and messengers as a 
joke. [106] 



Those who had faith, however, and did 
what was morally right will be entertained 
in an exclusive garden in Paradise. 

There they get to stay, never wishing 
for anything to change! (107 iosi 
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Allah is without Limit 


Muhammad (p) is 
no More than a Man 


Background Info... v. 109 

This verse was revealed in response 
to a Jewish man who boasted to the 
Prophet that the Old Testament was a 
lengthy text; thus, his people could claim 
a greater amount of knowledge and 
legitimacy on account of its massive size. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Say to them, "If the ocean were made 
of ink (and it was used to write out) the 
words of my Lord, the ocean would run 
dry first before the words of my Lord 
would be exhausted, even if we added 
another ocean just like it to help'." tiwi 
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Background Info... v. 110 

Apparently this verse was revealed in 
the Medinan Period in response to a 
Muslim man who told the Prophet that 
he did good deeds for the sake of both 
Allah and his reputation and that this 
dual purpose of his was good enough for 
him to satisfy his own sense of duty. 
(Ma'ariful Qur'an) 

This verse warns against adding any 
'partners' in one's service to Allah, even 
if that 'partner' is one's own sense of 
self-satisfaction or pride in one's 
reputation. 


Say to them, Tm just a man like 
yourselves. IVe received inspiration (that 
commands me to inform) you that your 
God is One God and that whoever 
expects to meet his Lord, let him do 
moral deeds and let him not join any 

partners at all in the service of his Lord." 

[ 110 ] 
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Mary 

19 Maryam 
Middle Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in approximately the year 614. By that time, the Meccan leaders had 
failed in their initial efforts to break the will of the Prophet and his followers. Their next major 
policy initiative involved open persecution and economic pressure. 

After some months passed, and the travails and suffering of the Muslims of Mecca became 
unbearable, the Prophet told his followers that they could migrate to Abyssinia if they chose, that 
the government there was overseen by a just king, a Christian king, and that they could stay there 
until Allah had made a better situation for them in their homeland. 

The first migration was of eleven men and four women, who narrowly eluded capture. A few 
months later, in the year 615, a much larger group of refugees, consisting of over eighty men and 
eleven women, escaped Mecca, leaving only about forty or fifty Muslims behind in Mecca with the 
Prophet. The migration of so many people caused a great amount of consternation in Mecca, as 
every family had at least one member who left, even close relatives of Abu Jahl, Abu Lahab and Abu 
Sufyan had migrated. 

The leaders of the Quraysh decided to send a delegation to Abyssinia to petition the king to 
return the refugees to Mecca. The two men they chose soon arrived at the court of the king of 
Abyssinia, bearing expensive gifts. At first they lavished offerings upon the king's officials, and then 
they met with the king in person and asked for the return of the Meccans who had taken refuge in 
his kingdom. They explained the refugees were religious rebels who gave up the religion of their 
people and didn't embrace Christianity, either. 

The king, being a fair man, decided to let the Muslims plead their case, saying, “I'm not going to 
give them back without a proper hearing, for these people have put their trust in my country, rather 
than in any other country. They've come here to seek shelter, and I won't betray them. Thus, I'll 
send for them first and investigate the charges that these people have made against them. Then I'll 
make my final decision.'' 

The leaders of the Muslim migrants were brought to the king, and their spokesman was Ja'far 
ibn Abi Talib, who said, “O King! We were a people lost in ignorance and had become very corrupt. 
Then Muhammad came to us as a Messenger of Allah. He did his best to reform us, but the Quraysh 
began to persecute his followers, so we've come to your country in the hope that here we will be 
free from persecution." 

Then Ja'far was asked to recite some of the Qur'an, and he recited verses from this chapter that 
relate to Mary, Jesus and John the Baptist. The king began to weep, and he said, “Most surely this 
revelation and the revelation of Jesus have come from the same source. By Allah, I will not give you 
up into the hands of these people." 
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The Meccans weren't about to give up so easily, however, and the next day they met with the 
king once more to press him to turn over the Muslims. They told the king that the Muslims denied 
the divinity of Christ and thus hoped to inflame hatred in his heart towards the Muslims. 

When the king summoned Ja'far again and asked him what the Qur'an said about Jesus, Ja'far 
answered, “He was a servant of Allah and His Messenger. He was a spirit and a word of Allah, which 
had been sent to the virgin Mary.’ 1 

The King then traced a line on the floor with his staff and said, “By Allah, the difference between 
us and you is no thicker than this line." Then he returned the gifts of the Quraysh, saying, “I can't 
be bribed." He then sent them away, while giving permission to the Muslims to remain in his 
kingdom in peace. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



Ya. 'Ayn. Sad. m 


(This is) a reminder of the mercy of 
your Lord to His servant Zachariah. pj 

He called out to his Lord in private 
prayer, saying, "My Lord! My bones are 
weak, and my hair is filled with grey. 
However, I've never been left without 
blessings when I've called upon You, my 
Lord." 13-4] 



"Now I'm worried about what my 
relatives (will do) after me, and my wife is 
barren, so grant me an heir from Yourself, 
one who will inherit (the mantle of 
righteousness) from me and from the 
family of Jacob. Make him, My Lord, 
someone with whom You'll be pleased.” 

[ 5 - 6 ] 


"Zachariah," (a voice called out to 
him), "we've come to give you the good 
news of a son who shall be called John. 
We've never called anyone else by that 
name before." m 

“My Lord!"{ Zachariah ) replied. "How 
can I have a son, seeing that my wife is 
barren and I'm weakened by old age?' m 

"And so it shall be," (the voice) 
answered, "for your Lord says, 'That's easy 
for Me, for I already created you before 
when you were nothing." 1 pj 

"My Lord, "(Zachariah ) cried out, "give 
me a sign!" 

(The voice) replied," Your sign shall be 
that for three nights you won't be able to 
speak to anyone, even though you're not 
mute." [io] 
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Then Zachariah left his private 
chamber and came out among his 
people, inspiring them (through hand 
motions) that they should glorify Allah in 
the morning and at night, uu 


7 seek the protection of the 
Compassionate from you\" she cried out 
(when she saw the stranger approaching). 
"If you're mindful (of Allah, then you'll 
leave me alone)!" usi 


The Nature of John the Baptist 

“John! Take hold of the scripture 
firmly!" 

We made him wise, even from his 
youth, and (gave him) sympathy from Us 
towards (every living thing), for he was 
pure-hearted and mindful (of Allah). [12-131 

He was also kind to his parents and 
was neither aggressive nor rebellious, imi 

So peace be upon him the day he was 
born, the day that he died and the day 
that he's raised to life again, usi 

Mary Receives Her News 


" Truly I am a messenger from your 
Lord," he answered, "(sent to tell) you 
about the gift of a pure boy." ti 9 ] 

"But how can I have a son," she asked 
(in surprise), "when no man has ever 
touched me, and I'm not a loose 
woman?" [20] 

"Andso it will be," he answered, "for 
your Lord says, 'That's easy for Me.' (Your 
son) will be appointed as a sign for 
people, as well as a (source of) mercy 
from Us, and thus it's been decided!" m 

Then she conceived him and withdrew 
with him to a far off place (outside the 
city). (22) 


jf\/lention in the Book (the story of) 
Mary when she withdrew from her family 
to a place in the east, tiei 



She set up a curtain (to screen herself) 
off from (her family), and then We sent 

Our angel to her, 
who appeared like 
a mortal man in all 


respects, n7i 


The labor pains soon drove her to the 
trunk of a palm tree, and she cried out, 
"Oh! If only / had died before this and 
become something forgotten or lost to 
sight!" [ 23 i 


"Don't be distressed!"a voice called 
out from under her." Your Lord has 
provided a spring for you. Now shake 
the palm tree towards you, and it will 
shower ripe dates upon you. 124-251 
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"So eat, drink and rest your eye, and if 
you happen to see any man, tell him, 'I've 
vowed a fast for the Compassionate, and / 
won't talk to any person at all today."' pei 



Jesus Spoke as a Baby 

In time, she went back to her people, 
carrying (the baby, but when they saw 
her) they cried out, "Mary! You've come 
to us with something bizarre! O Sister of 
Aaron! Your father wasn't a bad man, and 
your mother wasn't a loose woman!" w-m 

(Mary was speechless and frightened), 
and she merely pointed to the baby. 

(Her family looked surprised) and 
asked, "How can we talk to a baby in a 
cradle?" psi 


(Then the baby Jesus spoke out), 
saying,"/ am a servant of Allah. He’s 
given me (knowledge of) the scripture 
and made me a prophet, poi 

"He's placed blessings upon me 
wherever I may be and has made me 
prayerful and charitable for as long as I 
live. [ 3 i] 

"(He also) made me gentle towards my 
mother, being neither aggressive nor 
rude. So peace be upon me the day that 
I was born, the day that I die and the day 
that I'll be raised to life again." [32-33] 

This was Jesus, the son of Mary, and 
that's an exposition of the truth about 
which they're arguing. [34] 

It's not right (to say) that Allah has 
taken a son. All glory be to Him! 
Whenever He decides something, all He 
has to do is say, "Be," and it is! [35] 

(Jesus, himself, said), "Allah is my Lord 
and your Lord, so serve Him, for that's the 
straight path." pei 

However, the various factions (among 
the Christians) differed amongst 
themselves (about the true nature of 
Jesus). 

Those who cover up (the truth) will be 
doomed at the sight of a momentous 
day. [37] 
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They're going to hear and see (the 
truth) on the day when they appear 
before Us. 

As of today the wrongdoers are clearly 
mistaken, but warn them still of the 
stressful day when the issue is going to 
be decided once and for all. They're 
careless, and they don't believe (in the 

truth). |38-39] 

(In the end, however,) We're going to 
inherit the earth, as well as whoever's 
upon it, and then they're all going to 
come back to Us. wi 

Abraham and His Father 

J\/lention in the Book (something 
about) Abraham, for he was an honest 
man and a prophet, hh 

He said to his father, "My father! Why 
are you worshipping things that can 
neither hear nor see nor bring you any 
benefit at all? ^ 

"My father! Some teachings have 
come to me that haven't reached you, so 
follow me, and I'll guide you to an even 
path. My father! Don't be in the service 
of Shaytan, for Shaytan is a rebel against 
the Compassionate. ( 43 - 44 ] 

“My father! I'm afraid that a 
punishment might befall you from the 
Compassionate that might cause you to 
be included among Shaytan's allies." 1451 



“Are you talking against my gods?" (his 
father) demanded. "Abraham! If you 
don't back off, then I'll stone you! Now 
get yourself away from me!" i 46 j 

"So peace (and good bye) to you 
then," (Abraham) answered. "However, 
I'm still going to pray to my Lord for your 
forgiveness, because He's always been 
kind to me. "m 

"Now I'm going to turn away from you 
and from those whom you call upon 
besides Allah. All I can do is call upon my 
Lord and hope my prayer to my Lord 
doesn't go unanswered. “ ( 4 sj 

And so he turned away from (his 
people) and from those (false gods) that 
they worshipped besides Allah. (In time), 
We granted him Isaac and then Jacob, 
and We made each one a prophet, hsi 

We granted Our mercy to them and 
gave them high honors that are (still 
spoken of by the) honest tongues (of 
those in later generations), isoj 
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Other Prophets also had their 
Commission from Allah 

IVlention in the Book (something 
about) Moses, for he was selected (by 
Allah) and was both a messenger and a 
prophet. [5i] 



We called out to him from the right 
side of the mountain and brought him 
close to Us for an intimate conversation. 

[52] 

Out of Our mercy, We granted (him 
the help of) his brother Aaron, and he 
was made a prophet (alongside of him). 

[53] 

Also mention in the Book (something 
about) Ishmael, for he was true to his 
word, and he was a messenger and also a 
prophet. [ 54 i 

He used to order his people to pray 
and to give in charity, and his Lord was 
pleased with him. tssi 

Mention further in the Book 
(something about) Idris. He was an 
honest man and a prophet whom We 
exalted to a high place. [ 56 - 57 ] 


Those were some of the prophets from 
Adam's offspring who were favored by 
Allah, and (who were descended) from 
those whom We carried (in the boat) with 
Noah, and some of whom (were 
descended) from Abraham and from 
Israel. 

They were among those whom We 
guided and selected. Whenever verses 
(revealed from) the Compassionate were 
recited to them, they would bow down 
prostrate in tears, tsaj 

After them came generations (of 
people) who missed their prayers and 
followed their own desires. Soon enough 
they're going to be lost in disillusion, but 
that's not the case with those who repent 
and believe and who do what's morally 
right. 

They're going to enter the Garden, 
and they won't be wronged in the least. 

[ 59 - 60 ] 

(For them) are gardens of delight - 
the same ones that the Compassionate 
promised to His servants in the realm 
beyond human perception. His promise 
will surely come to pass! ten 

They'll hear no useless chatter (in 
Paradise), but rather the greetings of 
peace. They'll have whatever they need 
there for their survival every morning and 
evening. [62] 
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That's what the Garden will be like, 
and that's the place We're going to give 
as an inheritance to those servants of 
Ours who were mindful (of their duty to 
Allah). [63] 

The Statement of the Angels 


Lord of the heavens and the earth and 
everything in between! 

"So serve Him, and be constant in your 
service to Him! Do you know of any 
other who can be named (as an equal) 
with Him?" [64 65 ] 


Background Info... v. 64-65 

When the idol-worshippers were 
asking the Prophet questions about the 
Companions of the Cave, the Master of 
the Two Horns and other topics, the 
Prophet said that he would answer them 
the next day, but he failed to say, “As 
Allah wills”, (and so the reminder in 
18:23-24). 

A full fifteen days passed, during 
which the pagans began taunting the 
Prophet for his lack of response from 
Allah to their questions. When Gabriel 
finally did go to the Prophet with the 
new revelations of most of chapter 18, 
the Prophet expressed his gratitude at 
finally seeing him. He also asked why he 
didn't come sooner. 

This passage here was revealed to 
him to explain that the angels only go 
where they are commanded and serve at 
Allah's pleasure - not at the pleasure of a 
mere human being. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


(A.ngel 


Gabriel told Muhammad), 


" We don't come down (to the earth) 
without your Lord's command. 


"Whatever is in front of us and behind 
us and all things in between belong to 
Him, and your Lord never forgets - the 


The Bridge over Hellfire 


Background Info... v. 66-70 

This passage was revealed in 
response to Ubayy ibn Khalaf, a pagan 
leader who picked up an old bone in his 
hand and said, “Muhammad is 
pretending that we’re going to be raised 
up after death!” (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


The human says, "So then when I'm 
dead, am I really going to be raised back 
to life again?" [66] 


Doesn't the human recall that We 
created him from nothing already once 
before? [67] 


By your Lord, We're certainly going to 
gather them back together, along with all 
the devilish (jinns). Then We'll bring them 
forward on their knees and gather them 
all around Hellfire. [68] 

We'll then drag out from every faction 
all those who were the most rebellious 
against the Compassionate. We know 
best who deserves to be burnt in (the 
fire)! [69-70] 
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There's not one among you except 
that you're going to have to pass over 
(the bridge than spans over Hellfire). 

This is an outcome that your Lord will 
bring about, but We're going to save 
those who were mindful (of their Lord), 
even as We're going to leave the 
wrongdoers on their knees. [71-721 

Allah Gives Us All a Chance 


Background Info... v. 73-76 

These verses echo the common 
Meccan objection to the Prophet's 
preaching. Muhammad was attracting 
converts mostly from the lower classes 
in society, and the wealthy Meccan 
leaders mocked this trend, pointing out 
that they dressed better and looked 
more refined due to their affluence. 


en Our clear verses are recited 
to them, the (well-to-do among) the 
faithless say to the (common) believers, 
" Which of these two sides is in a better 
position? Which group seems more 
impressive in the public forum?" mi 


Yet, how many generations before 
them have We destroyed who were 
better equipped and more impressive in 
their appearance (than they)? to 

Say to them, "If anyone goes astray, 
the Compassionate will hold out (the 
rope of salvation) to them, up until the 
point they see the promised (penalty of 
Allah coming to pass), whether it be the 
punishment (of destruction) or the 
coming of the Hour. Then they're going 
to realize who it was that was in the worst 
position and who it was that had the 
weakest influence (among men)!" to 

Allah increases the guidance of those 
who seek to be guided. Moral deeds that 
endure are the best in your Lord's sight 
for repayment and the best for profitable 
returns, to 

Allah Records Everything 


Background Info... v. 77-87 

A follower of the Prophet named 
Khabab ibn al-Aratt, who was a 
blacksmith, went to a pagan named Al-As 
ibn Wa'il to collect payment for a sword 
he had made for him, but Ibn Wa'il 
refused to pay him what he owed unless 
Khabab renounced his faith in the 
Prophet first. 

Khabab refused, saying he would 
never do that even until the day Ibn Wa'il 
died and was raised to life again. Ibn 
Wa'il then asked Khabab if he really 
believed that there would be a heaven 
filled with gold and silver after death. 
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When Khabab nodded in the 
affirmative, Ibn Wall then boasted, “And 
so after I've been brought back to life 
and been given wealth and children, then 
I'll repay you your money! 1 ' This passage 
was revealed in comment on this 
episode. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


Have you seen the type (of person) 
who rejects Our (revealed) verses; yet, he 
has (the audacity) to say, "I'm certainly 
going to be blessed with abundant 
wealth and children ." vi\ 

Has he looked into what's beyond 
human sight or made a deal with the 
Compassionate? psj 

No way! We're going to record what 
he's said, and We're going to increase his 
allotted share of punishment! psj 

Everything that he's said will come 
back to Us, and he's going to appear 
before Us bare and alone, isoj 

They've taken other gods in place of 
Allah and expect to get power (from 
them)? [ 8 ij 

No way! Those (false gods) are going 
to reject the service they offer to them, 
and they're going to be their opponents 
(on the Day of Judgment)! [82) 

Haven't you seen how We've riled up 
the devils against the faithless to make 
them furious with anger? | 83 ] 


So don't be in a hurry against them, 
for We're merely counting down (the 
days they have left before We punish 
them). [ 84 ] 

One day We're going to gather the 
righteous before the Compassionate like 
an honored delegation, even as We're 
going to drive the bad people into 
Hellfire like a thirsty herd (of cattle) being 
driven to a well, (es-sei 

No one will have any power to 
intercede, except for the one who has 
permission from the Compassionate. [ 87 ] 

Ascribing Children to Allah 

ey're claiming that the 
Compassionate has taken a son! They've 
said an outrageous statement! [ 88 - 89 ] 



It's as if the skies are ready to explode, 
as if the earth is ready to crack apart, as if 
the mountains are ready to crumble to 
pieces that they should call for the 
Compassionate to take a son! It's not 
imaginable for the Compassionate to take 
a son! [90-921 
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There isn't a single being in the 
heavens nor on the earth except that it 
must come as a (humble) servant to the 
Compassionate. He's counted them and 
numbered them all precisely! [93-94] 



Everyone of them will come before 
Him alone on the Day of Assembly, and 
He'll bestow His love upon those who 
believed and did what was morally right. 

[95-96] 

And so We've made (this Qur'an) easy 
on your tongue, so you can use it to give 
good news to those who are mindful (of 
their duty to Allah), as well as warn those 
people who are given to senseless 
opposition, vm 

How many generations before them 
have We destroyed? Can you find a 
single one of them (still surviving) or hear 
so much as a whisper from them? psi 



407 








Ta Ha 

20 Ta Ha 

Middle Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in approximately the year 615. This was near the time of the 
migration of over eighty Muslim refugees to Abyssinia. They were desperate people who sought 
protection from the violent Meccan persecution. The city of Mecca was so torn by upheaval with 
the introduction of Islam that one pagan named ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab decided to end the problem 
once and for all. 

He vowed to his fellows that he would go and kill the Prophet right away. Accordingly, he drew 
his sword and stormed through the streets of Mecca, looking for Muhammad. As he passed by one 
street, an acquaintance of his named Nu'aym saw him and asked him what he was going to do. 
When ‘Umar mentioned his grim purpose, Nu'aym told him, “You should look to your own first, for 
your own sister and brother-in-law have embraced Islam.” ‘Umar became enraged, and he set off 
towards his sister's house in a fuss. 

When he arrived, he heard some chanting coming from inside the front door. He burst inside 
and found one of Muhammad's followers, Khabab ibn al-Arat, sitting with ‘Umar's sister Fatimah 
and her husband Sa'eed. Fatimah was holding a leather scroll. She tried to hide it, but ‘Umar had 
already heard them reading from it, and he started shouting at them. Khabab ran into another 
room to hide (for ‘Umar was something of a tough and fearsome man), while ‘Umar began beating 
Sa'eed. 

Fatimah rushed to shield her husband, and ‘Umar swung his fist at her in his madness and struck 
her across the face, causing her to bleed. ‘Umar froze when he saw his sister on the floor in pain, 
and he surveyed the scene of destruction he had just caused with his own hands. He cooled down 
and asked Fatimah for the scroll. She made him promise not to tear it up, and then she asked him 
to go home and take a quick bath before she would let him touch it. 

When he returned, he read the scroll, which contained chapter 20 of the Qur'an. After reading 
only a few lines, he exclaimed, “This is something amazing.'' Khabab came out of hiding (for he had 
hidden again when he heard ‘Umar returning), and said, “By Allah, I have high expectations that 
Allah will get great service from you to propagate the message of His Prophet, for just yesterday I 
heard the Prophet praying to Allah saying, ’My Lord, make Abul Hikam ibn Hisham (Abu Jahl) or 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab a supporter of Islam.' In that case then, ‘Umar, you should turn to Allah. Turn 
to Allah!” 

‘Umar was persuaded by these words, and he immediately accompanied Khabab to see the 
Prophet, and there ‘Umar embraced the faith. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-4 

The pagans used to tease the Muslim converts about their frequent prayers - even into 
the late night - saying that the Qur’an only brought them hardship and difficulty. This 
passage was revealed to answer this taunt. (Ma'anful Qur’an) 


1 a. Ha. in 

We didn't send this Qur'an down to 
you in order to give you a hard time, but 
only as a reminder for those who fear 
(Allah). (2 3] 

It's a revelation from the One Who 
created the earth and the lofty heavens. 

|4) 

The Compassionate is firmly set upon 
the throne (of power), and to Him 
belongs whatever is in the heavens, 
whatever is on the earth, as well as 
everything in between and even under 
the ground! [s-sj 

(It doesn't matter) if you talk out loud 
(or keep your thoughts to yourself), for 
He knows every secret - even what's 
concealed (in your hearts!) m 

Allah! 

There is no god but He! 

The most beautiful names 
belong to Him! m 


The Story of Moses 

Has the story of Moses reached you? 
He saw a fire (in the distance) and said to 
his family," Wait here for I see a fire. 
Maybe / can bring you back 
a burning branch or perhaps 
find some kind of useful 
news." [9-io] 

When he went to the fire, 
a voice called out (to him, 
saying), "Moses! I am your 
Lord! Remove your shoes, for you're in 
the valley twice sanctified. I have indeed 
chosen you, so listen to the inspiration ." 

111-13] 

7 am Allah. There is no other god 
than I, so serve Me (alone) and establish 
prayer, so you can remember Me." m 

"The Hour (of Judgment) is coming, 
though I plan to make its (arrival) 
obscure, so that every soul can be repaid 
according to what it has earned, tisj 

"Don't let those who have no faith in 
it, who merely follow their own whims, 
steer you away from it, or you’ll be 
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ruined." Now, Moses, what's that in your 
right hand?" m m 

"It's my staff," (Moses) replied, "and I 
use it to lean on and to beat down fodder 
for my flocks to eat, and it has other uses, 
as well." [i 8 i 

" Throw it down!" (Allah) commanded. 

[191 



When (Moses) threw it (on the ground, 

suddenly) it became a slithering serpent! 

[ 20 ] 

" Now pick it up," (Allah) commanded, 
"and don't be afraid, for We're going to 
transform it back to what it was before. 

"Now place your hand in your shirt. It 
will come away (glowing) white, though 
causing no pain. 

"(This is) a further token (of Our 
power) that We're showing to you, so We 
can show you (two of) Our mighty 
miracles. Now go to Pharaoh, for he's (a 
tyrant who's) out of control." [21-24] 


Moses Makes a Request 

"Increase me in knowledge," (Moses) 
prayed. “Make my task easy for me, and 
remove the stutter from my speech, so 
they can understand what I'm saying to 
them. [ 25 - 28 ] 

"Give me an assistant from my family 
- my brother Aaron - and strengthen my 
resolve through him. Let him share in 
my task, so we can glorify You often and 
remember You often, for You're the One 
Who watches over us." [29-35] 

"So that's how it will be, Moses, just as 
you've requested," (Allah) replied." We 
were already favorable to you, even 
before this, when We directed your 
mother with inspiration, (saying,) 'Put 
(your baby) in the box, and drop it in the 
river. 

"The river will deposit him on the 
shore, and he'll be found by someone 
who is an enemy to both him and Me.' 
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" / covered you in love from Myself so 
you could be raised under My watchful 
eye." <36 39] 

"Then your sister went forward and 
said (to the people of Pharaoh's house), 
’Would you like me to show you 
someone who can nurse him?' 

"And so We returned you back to your 
mother, so that her (anxious) eye might 
be cooled, and also so she wouldn't be 
stricken with grief. 

"Then, you later killed a man, but We 
saved you from distress, and then We 
tested you in many different ways. You 
stayed a number of years with the people 
of Madyan, and finally you arrived here as 
you were supposed to, Moses." hoi 

"And so have / prepared you for My 
Own (service). So go now, you and your 
brother, with My miraculous signs. Never 
falter in your remembrance of Me. [4i«] 

"Go to Pharaoh, for he's (a tyrant 
who's) gone out of control. Speak mildly 
to him, however, for he might heed the 
reminder or fear (Allah)." [43-44] 

In the Land of the Pharaohs 

(Just before they met with the 
pharaoh, Moses and Aaron prayed), “Our 
Lord! We're afraid that he might mistreat 
us or that he might get out of control!" [45] 


"Don’t be afraid," (Allah) replied to 
them, "for I'm with you, and I hear and 
see (everything). [46] 

"Go before him and say, 'We are 
indeed messengers sent by your Lord, so 
release the Children of Israel to us, and 
oppress them no further. We've come 
here before you with proof from your 
Lord. 

"Peace be upon the one who follows 
(His) guidance. For sure, it's been 
revealed to us that punishment will befall 
all those who deny (their Lord) and turn 
sway." [47 48] 

(When they said these things to 
Pharaoh), he asked, "Moses! Who is this 
Lord of yours?" [49] 



“Our Lord,"{ Moses) replied, "is the 
One Who gave everything its basic nature 
and then guides (all things to their 
ultimate end )." poi 

"So what about (our) previous 
generations (who didn't serve your Lord 
alone)?" (Pharaoh) asked, pu 
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" That knowledge is recorded in my 
Lord's presence," (Moses) answered, "and 
my Lord never makes a mistake, nor does 
He forget. He’s the One Who spread the 
earth out wide for you. He opened roads 
for you upon it, and He sends water down 
from the sky." 

As a General Comment for All 

(K.now then, all you people), that We 
use that (very same water) to produce 
every kind of diverse vegetation (which 
you find so useful). [ 52 - 53 ] 

So eat (of those plants as you like), and 
pasture your herd animals, also, and there 
are signs in this for people of reason. [ 54 ] 

We created you from (the earth), and 
We will surely return you to it; then We 
shall draw you out from it once again (at 
the resurrection)! issi 

Pharaoh Reacts 

so it was that We showed each 
of Our miracles to Pharaoh, but he 
denied them all and refused (to believe). 

[56] 

"Moses!" he said. "Have you come to 
drive us away from our land with your 
magic? (If so), then we can produce 
magic that will match yours! 


"Let's schedule a match between us, 
and it will be binding upon us both to 
attend. We'll even hold it on neutral 
ground." (S7-58i 



"The date of your match, then, will be 
during the great festival," (Moses) 
answered, "so gather the public (there) 
after the sun has risen." [591 

Then Pharaoh withdrew (for private 
consultations with his advisors). He 
gathered together the details of his plan, 

and then he returned (to address Moses). 

(60) 

"You're doomed!" Moses said to 
them," Don't craft a He against Allah, or 
He might destroy you completely with 
(His) punishment, for the one who crafts 
(a secret plan against Allah) will fail in 
frustration." [eii 
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So the (pharaoh and his nobles) 
argued over what they had been 
arranging, but they kept their discussions 
a secret. [ 62 ] 

(Pharaoh's nobles) said, "These two are 
just sorcerers. Their goal is to drive you 
out of your land with their magic and also 
to abolish your honored traditions. [63] 

"So finalize your plan, and assemble 
(your people) in rows (to watch). 

Whoever wins that day will have the 
advantage." m 

The Great Showdown 

(When the appointed day arrived, 
Pharaoh's sorcerers) said, "Moses! Will 
you cast (your spell) first, or should we be 
the first to cast?" resi 



"No way!" (Moses) replied. "You cast 
first!" 

Then, after (they had cast down) their 
ropes and rods, it seemed to him that, 


due to their magic, they really had come 
to life! Moses began to feel afraid inside 
himself. [66 67] 

“Don't be afraid,"'We said, “foryou 
have the advantage! Throw down what's 
in your right hand, and it will quickly 
swallow up all that they've faked. What 
they've faked is nothing more than a 
sorcerer's trick, and a sorcerer is never 
successful anywhere he goes." ces 69] 

Then the sorcerers fell down prostrate 
(in wonder), saying, "We believe in the 
Lord of Aaron and Mosesf poi 

"Are you believing in him without my 
permission!" (Pharaoh) exclaimed. "He 
must have been your leader all along! 
(He's) the one who taught you your 
magic! 

"I'll order your hands and feet to be 
cut off on opposite sides, and then I'll 
hang you on tree trunks. That way, you'll 
know for certain who it is that can give a 
more brutal and conclusive punishment!" 

[71] 

" We'll never hold you as more 
important than the evident proofs that 
have come to us, nor will you ever be 
more important (to us) than the One Who 
originated us," they cried. 

"Order whatever you want to order, for 
your orders can only affect what's part of 
the life of this world. vz\ 
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"As for us, we now believe in our Lord, 
and we (hope) He forgives us for our 
mistakes and for the magic that you 
made us do. Allah is far better (than you) 
and more lasting." ra 

Indeed, whoever comes before his 
Lord in a state of wickedness will have 
Hellfire, within which he'll neither die nor 
live. [ 74 ] 

"The one who comes to Him as a 
believer, however, and who did what was 
morally right - they're the ones who will 
be ranked highly! [ 75 ] 

For them are everlasting gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, and there they 
shall remain. That's the reward of those 
who kept themselves pure! pei 

The Escape from Egypt 


And so Pharaoh led his people astray 
instead of guiding them, ps-79] 

Children of Israel! We saved you from 
your enemy and made an agreement with 
you on the right side of the mountain. 

"We even sent manna and quails for 
you (to help you survive your flight from 
Egypt). So eat of the wholesome things 
that We've provided for you. 

Don't go beyond (what you've been 
allowed), or My condemnation might 
befall you. 

Whoever has My condemnation 

descend upon him, thus shall he perish! 

[ 80 - 81 ] 

Even still, I forgive anyone who 
repents, believes, behaves morally and 
then accepts guidance. [ 82 ] 


"Have no fear of being 
overtaken (by Pharaoh's army), 
and don't be terrified (of him), 
either." \n\ 



Then Pharaoh pursued them 
with his forces, but they were 
completely overwhelmed and smothered 
under the sea. 


And so it was that We sent a 
revelation to Moses that said, 

* Travel by night with My 
servants, and strike a dry path 
for them through the sea. 
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The Plot of the Storyteller 

at made you hurry back here 
(to the mountain) ahead of the rest of 
your people, Moses?' (Allah asked). [83] 

"They're following in my tracks," 
(Moses) replied. "I only hurried back to 
You, My Lord, to please You." [mi 

"We have given your people a test in 
your absence," { Allah) said, "and the 
Storyteller has led them astray.” psi 

Then Moses angrily returned to his 
people and said, "My people! Didn't your 
Lord make a good enough promise to 
you? Did you think the promise wouldn't 
be fulfilled for a long time? 

"Were you looking for your Lord's 
wrath to come down upon you? Is that 
why you broke your promise to me?' [86] 

" We didn't break our promise to you 
of our own accord, "they answered. "We 
were forced to carry the heavy ornaments 
of the nation (of Egypt when we left that 
land. 

"It was for this reason that) we threw 
them in (the bonfire), and that's what the 
Storyteller suggested we do. [87j 

"Then he brought out (of the fire) the 
image of a calf, and it seemed as if it were 
making a sound. It was then that (some 
people) said, 'This is your god and the 


god of Moses, but Moses has just 
forgotten.'" [ssj 

Couldn't they see that (the statue) had 
no power to reply to any word (they 
spoke to it) and that it had no power to 
do them any harm or benefit? [89] 

Aaron had already said to them before 
(they started worshipping it), "My people! 
You're being tested in this (situation). 

Your Lord is Compassionate, so follow me 
and obey my ordersY poj 



However, they replied to him, "We're 
not going to give this (idol) up, and we'll 
keep on (worshipping) it until Moses 
comes back to us." pi] 

"Aaron!" (Moses) shouted, (when he 
returned). "What stopped you from 
(opposing them) when you saw them 
going astray? Were you disobeying my 
orders?" 02 - 93 ] 
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"Son of my mother!" (Aaron) cried out. 
"Don't grab me by my beard nor by my 
head! I was afraid that you might say to 
me, 'You caused a split among the 
Children of Israel and didn't respect my 
word."' i94] 

(Moses turned towards the man who 
crafted the idol) and said, "So, Storyteller, 
what (do you have to say) about 
yourself?" psi 

"I saw (something) that they couldn't 
see," he replied. "So I took a handful of 
the traces that the messenger left behind 
and tossed it in. That's what I felt that I 
should do." [96] 

" Get out of here!" (Moses) ordered. 

" Your (curse) in this life is that (you'll be 
an outcast) and will have to say, 'Don't 
touch me,' (foryou'll be stricken with 
disease). Beyond that, you'll have the 
unbroken promise (of eternal punishment 
waiting for you). 

"Now look at your 'god ,' the thing to 
which you've become a devoted 
worshipper. We're going to melt it in a 
bonfire and scatter its particles far and 
wide!" m 

Our Lives will Seem 
Like Nothing on that Day 

Truly , your only god is Allah, the One 
before Whom there are no other gods. 


He is expansive and fully aware of all 
things, osi 

And so We've narrated to you some 
stories of what happened in days that 
have passed away. We've sent a message 
to you from Our Own presence. [ 99 ] 

Whoever turns away from it will bear a 
heavy burden on the Day of Assembly. 

They'll remain in that (condition), and 
their burden that day will be awful, 
indeed! uoo-ioi] 

On the day when the trumpet is 
blown, that day We'll gather the sinful, 
bleary-eyed (with fright). [1021 



They'll be whispering to one another, 
saying " You stayed (in the world) no more 
than ten (days at the most)." (1031 

We will certainly know better (than 
they) what they're talking about, and then 
the best behaved among them will say, 

" You stayed (on the earth) for no more 
than a day!" ihmi 
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Understand the Magnitude of 
Judgment Day 

I\[ow they're asking you about the 
mountains - (will they really be crumbled 
to nothing)? 

Say to them, "My Lord will pull them 
out from their roots and scatter them like 
dust, leaving a smooth, level plain behind. 
Nothing bumpy will you see, nor 
anything uneven remaining there." 1105-1071 

On that day, (all people) will follow 
(the voice of) the caller without deviation. 
All noise will be hushed in the presence 
of the Compassionate, and you'll hear no 

more than the sounds of shuffling feet. 

[1081 

On that day, no one's intercession will 
do any good, save for those who were 
given permission (to intercede) by the 
Compassionate, and whose speech is 
acceptable to Him. uooi 

He knows what lies before them, as 
well as what lies behind them. Yet, they 
can't comprehend Him at all in their 
knowledge! Faces will be lowered in 
humility before (Him) - the Living, the 
Everlasting! 

Whoever carries the burden of evil (on 
his back that day) will be in utter failure, 
while the one who behaved morally and 
who believed will have no fear of being 


wronged nor of having anything (due to 
him) withheld. [110-1121 

And so We've revealed (this scripture) 
as an Arabic recital. We've mentioned 
within it some of what's been promised, 
so that perhaps they can be mindful (of 
Allah) - or at they least they can be 
reminded (of the truth)! [mi 


Background Info... v. 114 

Whenever the Prophet used to 
receive revelation, he used to try to 
memorize it as quickly as possible for 
fear of forgetting it. This verse is telling 
him to slow down and ask Allah to help 
him remember it. Also see 75:16-19. 


Allah is high above all others - the 
Ruler, the Reality! So don't be hasty with 
the Qur'an before its revelation is 
completed to you, (Muhammad). Rather, 
you should say, "My Lord! Help me to 
know more!" [imi 

The Fall of Adam 

so it was that We had made a 
covenant with Adam, but he was careless 
about it, and thus We found no firmness 
in his resolve, insi 

When We said to the angels, “Bow 
down to Adam," they all bowed down. 
However, (a jinn named) Iblis didn't bow 
down, for he refused, tuei 
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Therefore, We (warned him,) saying, 
"Adam! This is an enemy to both you and 
your wife, so don't let him get you 
thrown out of the garden, for then you'll 
be miserable. [U 7 ] 

"There are enough (comforts) for you 
here to keep you from starving or feeling 
naked, nor will you suffer from thirst or 
sunburn." ms-iwi 

Then Shaytan whispered to him, 
saying, "Adam! Should I lead you to a 
tree of eternity and to a kingdom that will 
never pass away?" [120] 



Then both (Adam and his wife) ate 
from it together, and the awareness of 
their nakedness came to their senses. 

They began to sew leaves together 
from the garden to wear as clothes. 
Adam had disobeyed his Lord and let 
himself be deceived! [1211 


Later on, his Lord chose him, turned to 
him (in forgiveness) and guided him. tmi 

He said, "Both of you go down and 
away from here, though (your 
descendants will be) enemies of one 
another. However, if there ever comes 
any guidance from Me, (and it will surely 
come), whoever follows My guidance will 
never lose his way nor fall into misery. [123] 

"However, the one who turns away 
from My message will have a constricted 
life, and We'll raise him up blind (to faith) 
on the Day of Assembly." [1241 

"My Lord!" he'll cry. "Why have You 
raised me up blind (to faith) when I used 
to be able to recognize (things clearly)?" 

[125] 

" Wasn't it the case that whenever Our 
(revelations) came to you, you ignored 
them? So today you're going to be 
ignored." ti26i 

That's how We're going to 
compensate the one who went out of 
control and who didn't believe in the 
(revealed) verses of his Lord. Yet, the 
punishment of the next life is even more 
serious and lasting! [ui\ 

Isn't it guidance enough for them to 
consider how many generations before 
them We destroyed and in whose ruins 
they now move about? There are signs in 
this for reasonable people. [128] 
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If it wasn't for the fact that their Lord 
(had already decreed) the verdict (that all 
nations will have a specific deadline, then 
their punishment) would've come upon 
them already. However, there is a set 
time limit, hmj 

Prayer Strengthens Resolve 

So be patient with what they're 
saying. Glorify the praises of your Lord 
before the rising of the sun, before it sets 
and during some hours of the night. 
Glorify (Him) at the two ends of the day, 
as well, so you can have (even more 
spiritual) satisfaction, 11301 



Don't let your eyes gaze longingly at 
those (material goods) that We've given 
to some groups among them to enjoy, 
(for it's only) the splendor of this world 
through which We test them. 


The provisions that are with your Lord 
are better and more lasting, imi 


Background Info... v. 132: 

Several members of Muhammad’s 
extended family had accepted Islam by 
the time of this revelation. This verse is 
asking him to institute prayers as a habit 
among them, (/bn Kath/r) 


(Muhammad,) command your family 
to pray, and (ask them to) commit 
themselves to it. We're not asking you to 
procure any resources (for Us), for We're 
going to provide them to you, and the 
final destination is for the mindful. 11321 

They may ask, "So why isn't he 
bringing us some kind of miracle from his 
Lord?" But hasn't enough clear evidence 
already come to them in the ancient 
scrolls of revelation? [1331 

If We would have inflicted punishment 
upon them before this, then they would 
surely have cried out, "Our Lord! If only 
You would've sent us a messenger, then 
we would've followed Your (revealed) 
verses long before we would've ever 
needed to be humbled or disgraced!" n.341 

Say to them, "Each of us is waiting, so 
you just wait, and soon you'll know who 
were the companions of a straight way 
and who were truly guided." 11351 


419 







The Prophets 

22 Al Anbiya' 
Middle Meccan Period 


3 d Introduction 

This chapter presents a series of arguments for Prophet Muhammad to employ against the 
pagans who questioned that Allah would actually choose prophets from among human beings to 
deliver His messages. It must be remembered that the idol-worshippers had no concept of divine 
revelation, let alone of it coming to a human being. Their culture was filled with superstition and 
idolatry. The only value that any man could have in the eyes of his fellows was in the raw courage 
and reputation for bravery that he could amass through the rough and tumble world of the desert. 

The pagans knew that Jews and Christians claimed something similar to what Muhammad was 
bringing, but those beliefs held little sway in most of Arabia where animism was the religion of 
prominence. The Qur’an, however, was a challenge coming from within their own society. Thus, 
their rejection of it was more pointed and even desperate. The many stories of the various 
prophets mentioned in this chapter were a way for the pagans to open their imagination and 
thoughts to the prospect that Allah did, indeed, communicate His messages to human beings many 
times in the past and that He was doing it once again! 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


People are getting closer and closer 
to their reckoning; yet, they're careless 
about it and just turn away, m 

No fresh message ever comes to them 
from their Lord without them listening to 
it as if it were a joke - all the while their 
hearts are occupied (with trivial things). 

The wrongdoers hide their secret 
discussions (in which they say), "Is this 
(man) any different from the rest of you? 
Are you going to fall for (his) magic while 
you see it (for what it is)?" p-3i 


Say to them, "My Lord knows 
(everything) that's spoken within the 
heavens and on the earth, for He's the 
Hearing and the Knowing." hi 

"No way!" they say. "It's just a bunch 
of jumbled dreams! No way! He made it 
up! No way! He's just a poet! So let him 
bring us a miracle like the ones that were 
sent down in ancient times. 1 " [si 

The (people of) those previous 
settlements that We destroyed didn't 
believe, so will these (people) ever 
believe? isi 
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Before you, We sent messengers who 
were (ordinary) men whom We inspired 
(with revelation). If you're not sure about 
it, then ask those who (already) possess 
(previously revealed) messages, m 

We didn't give (any prophets before 
you) bodies that could go without food, 
nor were they immortal, m 

In the end, We fulfilled Our promise to 
them and saved them, along with 
whomever else We wanted to save, and 
We destroyed those who went out of 
control (in their wickedness), pi 

And so it is that We've revealed a book 
to all of you that contains a message 
directed towards you. Won't you at least 
reflect (upon it)?" uoi 

History is Proof of Allah's Will 

How many settlements have We 
destroyed completely on account of their 
corruption and then established other 
people in their place? tm 

Whenever they sensed Our 
punishment (coming for them), they tried 
to run away from it! [12] 


They would cry out, "We're doomed! 
We were truly wrong!" and their cry never 
ceased until We cut them down to dry 
stubble. [ 13 - 15 ] 

We didn't create the heavens and the 
earth and everything in between them for 
a mere diversion, us] 

If We had wanted to be entertained, 
then We could've chosen (Our 
entertainment) from that which is with Us 
- that is if We were ever so inclined! in 

But no! We hurl the truth against 
falsehood and knock out its brains! Thus, 
falsehood passes away. 



(If you don't stop making incorrect 
statements about Allah,) then you'll be 
destroyed on account of how you're 
(falsely) defining (Him), [is] 

All those (who reside) within the 
heavens and the earth belong to Him. 


Oh, don't run away now! Go back to 
your luxuries and your homes, so you can 
be questioned (about them)! 


Even those (angels) who are closest to 
Him are not too proud or weary (to serve 
him). [i9] 
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They glorify Him throughout the night 
and the day, and they never pause or 
falter (in their praise)! 120] 

There are No Equals With Allah 

Have they taken gods from the earth 
who can raise (the dead to life)? If there 
were other gods in (the heavens and on 
the earth) besides Allah, then there 
would've been chaos in both! 

Glory be to Allah, the Lord of the 
throne, for He's high above what they 
attribute to Him! 121-22] 

He can't be questioned for what He 
does, but they'll be questioned (for what 
they do). [23] 

Have they taken other gods for 
worship besides Him? Say to them, 

" Bring me your evidence. This (Qur'an) is 
the (proven) message of those with me 
and the (proven) message of those who 
came before me." 

But no! Most of them don't know the 
truth, and so they just turn away. [ 24 ) 

We never sent any messenger before 
you without giving him this inspired 
message:' There is no god besides Me, so 
serve Me.' Yet, they say," The 
Compassionate has taken children for 
Himself." 


Glory be to Him! No way! The (beings 
that you call His children) are only 
honored servants. They don't speak 
before He speaks, and they do what He 
commands. 125-271 

He knows what's (coming) ahead of 
them and what's (happened) behind 
them. They can't intercede at all unless 
they're acceptable to Him, and they hold 
Him in fear and reverence. 128] 

If any of them should ever say, "I'm a 
god in place of Him,’ then We would 
reward him with Hellfire, and that's how 
We reward the wrongdoers! 1291 

Isn't Nature 

Proof Enough of Allah? 

Don't those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth) see that the 
heavens and the earth were once fused 
together in a single piece, and then We 
split them apart? 


(Don't they see) that 
We made every living 
thing from water? So 
won't they believe? 1301 



We placed firmly 
rooted highlands in the 
earth so it wouldn't shake 
along with them, and We 
made broad passes (between them) for 
them to travel through, so that (through 
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these landmarks) they could be guided 
(in their travels), mi 

We made the sky as a sheltering 
canopy, as well. Yet, they turn away from 
these miraculous signs (in nature that 
point to an intelligent Creator). [321 


\ 

) 


What's more, He's the One Who 
created the night and the day and the 
sun and the moon; each of them swims 
gently along in its rounded (orbit). [33] 


Background Info... v. 34 

The pagans wanted to see 
Muhammad dead so they wouldn’t have 
to hear his message of monotheism and 
accountability before Allah, and they 
often told him so. However, even that 
wouldn’t save them from still having to 
face their Lord one day. That is the 
reason for the revelation of this verse. 


We didn't grant immortality to any 
mortal being before you, so if you died all 
of a sudden, (Muhammad), would they 
get to live forever? [34] 

Every soul will taste of death, and 
We're testing you through both disaster 


and good fortune, and (in the end) you'll 
all be brought back to Us. osj 

The Foolish Reject Faith 

When the faithless see you, 
(Muhammad,) they treat you with 
nothing but contempt, saying, "Is this the 
one who's talking (against) your gods?" 

(Worse still), they reject the 
Compassionate whenever He's 
mentioned! [ 36 j 

Human beings are indeed impulsive 
from their very creation! Soon will I show 
you My signs, and then you won't ask Me 
to hurry them on any more! [37] 

"So when will all of this come to pass," 
they ask, "if you're really being so 
honest?" [ 38 ] 

Oh, if only the faithless knew (for sure 
about the time) when they'll be powerless 
to keep the fire off their faces and their 
backs, and when they'll be quite beyond 
help! [39] 

But no! It'll come upon them all of a 
sudden, leaving them perplexed! They'll 
have no power to keep it away, nor will 
they be given a break! [ 40 ] 

Many messengers were ridiculed 
before you, but their critics were 
eventually surrounded by the very thing 
at which they scoffed! hh 
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Listen to the Warning before 
It’s Too Late 

Ask them," Who can keep you safe 
throughout the night and the day from 
(the command) of the Compassionate?" 

Yet, still they turn away from the 
remembrance of their Lord. [42] 

Is it because they have gods that can 
protect them from Us? They don't even 
have the power to help themselves, nor 
can anyone protect them from Us! [43i 


Background Info... v. 44 

Even though this chapter was 
revealed in Mecca during a time when 
the Muslims were suffering from pagan 
persecution, the pagans were, 
nevertheless, losing some control and 
influence around them. Within Mecca, 
people were converting to Islam, mostly 
from the poor classes. Thus, they no 
longer obeyed the tribal chiefs of the 
city. Outside of Mecca, Muhammad was 
making converts from tribes both distant 
and near. This, as this verse suggests, 
was slowly resetting the strategic map in 
favor of Islam. 


No way! We've given the luxuries of 
this life to these (people) and to their 
ancestors, until their time seemed to 
extend indefinitely. 

Indeed, don't they see that We're 
gradually reducing the land (that they 
hold influence over) from its outlying 


borders? (Do they still think) they're 
going to win? (44] 

Say to them, "I'm only warning you as 
the revelation (dictates me to do)." 
However, the deaf can't hear the call, 
even when they're issued a warning! [45] 

If only a slight breath of your Lord's 
punishment were to touch them, they 
would surely cry out," We're doomed! 
We were truly in the wrong!" [46] 



On the Day of Assembly, We're going 
to set up the scales of justice, so that no 
soul will be treated unfairly in the least. If 
there's something even as light as a 
mustard seed, We're going to bring it (to 
the scale). We're sufficient enough to take 
an account (of all things), m 

And so it was that We gave the 
standard (of judgment) to Moses and 
Aaron, as well as the illuminated (Torah) 
and a reminder for those who would be 
mindful (of Allah). [48] 

They were the ones who feared their 
Lord sight unseen and who were in awe 
of the Hour (of Judgment). [49] 
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Now this (Qur'an) is a blessed message 
that We're sending down (to all of you), 
so are you just going to dismiss it? iso] 

Abraham had a Similar Challenge 

/\nd so it was that We gave clarity of 
thought to Abraham, and We knew 
everything about him. He had said to his 
father and his people, "Whatare these 
images to which you're so devoted?" 151521 

" We found our ancestors worshipping 
them," they replied, p3] 

" Well, both you and your ancestors 
have been clearly mistaken. 1 " (Abraham) 
declared. [54] 

"Haveyou really brought 'the truth' to 
us," they asked, "or are you only joking?" 

[55] 

"Certainly not!" he answered." Your 
Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, and He's the One Who brought 
them into being! 

"I'm just a witness to this (truth). By 
Allah! I have a plan for your idols after 
you've turned your backs!" P6-57] 

And so he broke them to pieces, all 
except the big one, so (the priests) could 
return (and find it standing alone, 
unscathed amidst the rubble), psi 


(When the priests returned and saw 
what had happened), they said, "Who did 
this to our gods? He must have been a 
criminal!" ps] 



(Some people in the crowd) said, "We 
heard a young man named Abraham 
talking out against them." [«» 

The (priests) said, "Then bring him 
before the eyes of the people, so they can 
witness (his confession)." ten 

(When he was brought), they asked 
him, “Areyou the one who did this to our 
gods, Abraham?" [62] 

"No way!" (Abraham) answered. 
"Someone must have done it - ah, there's 
the big one. Just ask (all the broken idols 
about it), that is if they're able to speak." 

[631 

Then (the people) turned towards each 
other (to discuss the matter amongst) 
themselves, and they said, "You were all 
wrong (in trying to get a confession from 
him, for the biggest idol must have done 

it)." [64] 
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Then their thoughts became muddled, 
and they reversed course saying (to 
Abraham)," You know full well that they 
can't speak!" lesi 

"So are you worshipping besides 
Allah,"{Abraham) asked, "things that can 
neither benefit you nor harm you? Shame 
on you and the things that you're 
worshipping besides Allah! Don't you 
have any sense?" t 6 &- 67 j 


“Burn him!"they shouted. "Protect 
your gods if you must do something!" (esi 



We said, "Fire, cool down and be a 
place of safety for Abraham!" But then 
(the nobles) made a plan against him, but 
We caused them to fail, iso-toi 

We saved (Abraham) and Lot (and 
directed them) towards the land that We 
blessed for (all the nations) of the world. 

t71] 

We granted (Abraham a son named) 
Isaac and (a grandson named) Jacob as 


an extra gift, and We made each of them 
righteous, rm 

We also made them into leaders to 
guide (their people) by Our command. 

We inspired them to do good, to 
establish prayer and to give in charity, 
and they always served Us. p3] 

We also gave discernment and 
knowledge to Lot and saved him from the 
city that was steeped in filthy behavior. 
They really were an evil and rebellious 
people! (74] 

We admitted him into Our mercy, for 
he was one of the righteous, psi 

On Noah, David and Solomon 

When Noah called to (Us) in the 
past, We listened to him and saved him 
and his family from the great anguish, psi 

We helped him against the people 
who denied Our signs. They really were 
an evil people, so We drowned them all 
together! [77] 


Background Info... v. 78 

There was a very interesting court 
case in Solomon’s time which is the 
subject of this Qur'anic verse. 

Some sheep wandered into another 
man's fields by night and ate up all the 
young shoots, causing the farmer’s crops 
to be ruined. 
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David ruled that the farmer should be 
allowed to keep the sheep in 
compensation, but his young son 
Solomon, who was not yet a teenager, 
suggested that the farmer should be 
allowed to keep the sheep and use them 
only until he recouped his losses (by 
taking their milk, wool and young lambs). 

This way the farmer could be 
compensated, and the shepherd 
wouldn’t be ruined for something he 
never intended to happen. David 
accepted his son’s suggestion, and it was 
a very wise ruling, indeed. 


When David and Solomon rendered 
their verdict concerning the case of some 
people's sheep that had wandered by 
night into the field (of someone else, 
causing crop loss), We (were there), 
witnessing their verdict, psi 



We endowed Solomon with a clear 
understanding of the matter, and to each 
of them We gave discernment and 
knowledge. We caused both the 
mountains and the birds, along with 
David, to glorify Us, and We made it 
happen, pgj 


We also taught (David) how to make 
coats of armor for your benefit, so you 
could be protected from each other's 
violence in combat. Won't you then be 
thankful? tso] 

Solomon had the very winds 
themselves at his disposal, and he used 
them (to propel his ships) towards the 
land that We had blessed, and We knew 
all about everything (he did), isu 

(Solomon also had control) over some 
of the devilish ones who (were forced) to 
dive (in the sea to collect pearls) for him, 
and who did other work, besides. We 
were guarding them (so they couldn't do 
mischief or flee). [82] 

There were other Prophets 
Who were Blessed 

en Job cried out to his Lord, 

saying, "Misery has come upon me, but 
You're the most merciful of the merciful," 

[83] 

We listened to him, took away his 
misery, restored his family to him and 
doubled their number - all as a mercy 
from Our presence and a reminder for 
those who serve Us. [ 84 ] 

Ishmael, Idris and Ezekiel - each of 
them was patient, so We admitted them 
into Our mercy, for they were among the 
righteous, [ss-sq 



427 




And the fish master, (Jonah) - he left in 
anger and thought We had no power 
over him, but he cried out in the 
darkened (belly of the fish)," There is no 
god besides You! Glory be to You! I was 
truly wrong!" m 

We listened to him and saved him 
from his distress. That's how We save 
those who have faith! [ssi 

When Zachariah called upon his Lord, 
saying, “My Lord! Don't leave me 
childless, though You're the best inheritor 
(of the future)," cssj 

We listened to him, too, and granted 
him (a son named) John. And so We 
cured his wife's (infertility!) 

These prophets were quick to do 
good. They used to call upon Us in hope 
and trepidation, and they were humble 
towards Us. [*>1 

And (Mary), the one who had 
maintained her purity - We breathed Our 
spirit into her and made her and her son 
a sign for all the worlds, on 

Truly, this community of yours is one 
community, and I am your Lord, so serve 
me. 021 

(It will come to pass that later 
generations will) divide their affairs 
amongst themselves (by breaking up into 


sects), but they're all going to return to 
Us. 03) 

Whoever does a moral deed and has 
faith, his effort won't be rejected, for 
We're going to record it. m 

A Sign of the End Times 

It's forbidden for any settlement that 
We destroyed to ever return (to life) until 
(the people of) Yajuj and Majuj are 
unleashed and they swoop down from 
every hill, osoq 


( 532 , 



When the true promise draws near, 
that's when the eyes of those who 
covered (the light of faith within their 
hearts) will be staring - unblinking in 
horror. "We're doomed! We never 
thought about any of this! We were truly 
wrong!" m 
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The Fate of False Gods 


Background Info... v. 98-100 

The Prophet was sitting with some 
prominent pagans near the Ka'bah and 
preaching to them one day, when the 
eloquent speaker, an-Nadr ibn al-Harith, 
came to the gathering and started 
disputing with him. 

The Prophet won the argument and 
then recited this newly revealed passage 
to the gathering. Then he got up and 
went to sit with some other people. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


Certainly, both you and (the false 
idols) that you worship besides Allah will 
be no more than fuel for Hellfire, and 
you're going to reach it! [ 98 ] 

If those (idols) were really gods, then 
they would never even have to go near it, 
but each of them will be made to stay in 

it! [99] 

For them there will be nothing more 

inside than weeping and crushing silence. 

[ 100 ] 


Background Info... v. 101-103 

After the Prophet had left the 
gathering (see background for verses 98- 
100), one of the pagans remaining in that 
group, al-Waleed ibn al-Mughirah, said, 
“By Allah, an-Nadr ibn al-Harith couldn't 
beat the son of 'Abdel Muttalib in an 
argument. Muhammad ( P ) even claims 
that both we and these gods that we 
worship are fuel for Hellfire." 


Another man named 'Abdullah ibn az- 
Zab'ari, who had some knowledge of 
Christian and Jewish doctrines, said, “By 
Allah, if I met with him, I'd beat him in an 
argument. 

Ask Muhammad ( P ) whether everyone 
who is worshipped instead of God will be 
in Hellfire along with those who 
worshipped them, because we worship 
the angels, the Jews worship Ezra, and 
the Christians worship the Messiah, 

Jesus the son of Mary." Al-Waleed and 
the other men in the group were 
impressed with his tactics and thought 
he had made some good points. 

Then the pagans approached the 
Prophet, who was still with the new 
gathering, and asked him about this. The 
Prophet replied, “Everyone who desires 
to worship something other than God 
will be with the one who is worshipped, 
for indeed they're worshipping Shaytan 
and whoever told them to worship that 
object.” 

Just before the pagans could object 
that this would also put Jesus in Hell, the 
Prophet recited these new verses [101- 
103], which made the caveat that good 
people who were worshipped against 
their will would be exempted from going 
to Hell along with those who worshipped 
them. 

Then verse 21:26 was revealed, which 
called the idea of assigning children to 
Allah ludicrous. Az-Zab'ari then accused 
Muhammad ( P ) of wanting to be 
worshipped as a part of God, like the 
Christians called Jesus a part of God. 
Thereafter, to the amazement of al- 
Waleed, who had accompanied az- 
Zab'ari to watch, the Prophet recited the 
following additional verses: 43:37-61. (ibn 
Kathir) 
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However, those who already had a 
good (record) with Us will be far removed 
from that place. [ioi] 

They won't hear even the faintest 
sound of Hellfire, for they're going to be 
in the place for which their souls had 
hoped. [io 2 ] 


The Great Distress won't bother them 
at all, for instead they'll be met by angels 
(who will say)," This is your day that 
you've been promised!" umi 


This is a Message 
for People to Consider 


a e day We're going to roll up the 
sky like a written scroll. Even as We 
began creation in the beginning, so shall 
We produce a new one. That's a promise 
binding upon Us, and We can certainly 
fulfill it! [io4i 



And so it was that We wrote in the 
Psalms, which came after the message (of 
Moses):" The land shall be inherited by 
My righteous servants." nos] 

There's a lesson in this for people who 
serve (Allah), uoei 

(Muhammad,) We didn't send you 
except to be a mercy to all the worlds. 

1107] 


So say to them, “It's been revealed to 
me that your God is One God. So will you 
now submit (to Him)?" nos] 

If they turn back, then tell them, "I've 
expressed the message to you evenly and 
fairly, and / don't know if what you've 
been promised is near or far. He knows 
what's being uttered openly and what's 
being held in private, [im-uoi 

7 don’t know if (the delay in 
punishment) is meant to be a test for you 
or merely a time for you to live for 
awhile." mu 

Then say to them, “My Lord! Judge 
truthfully (between us). Our 
Compassionate Lord is the One to Whom 
We should look for help against all (the 
false things)you attribute (to Him)." ui 2 ] 
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The Pilgrimage 

22 Al Hajj 

Late Meccan to Early Medinan Period 


3 d Introduction 

This is a transitional chapter. Verses 1-18 were most likely revealed in the Prophet's last months 
in Mecca. The remaining verses are definitely Medinan in their tone and structure and were 
probably revealed within the first year or two after the Migration to Medina in the year 622. The 
name of this chapter indicates that after the Muslims had migrated to Medina, they had begun to 
grow nostalgic for their hometown of Mecca, especially when the month of Hajj had arrived. Many 
wondered what the future held and about relations with the Meccan pagans they had left behind. 

The point is also made in this chapter that the Quraysh had no right to prevent people from 
visiting the public shrine, known as the Ka'bah, located within their city. It was also during this first 
two years in Medina that Meccan raids on the Muslims in Medina began in earnest, and many 
Muslims wondered when they would be given permission to fight back. Verse 39 of this chapter is 
universally recognized as the first verse to authorize self-defense. Shortly after it was revealed, the 
Prophet authorized the first Muslim expedition to quell some bedouin raiders near the coast of the 
Red Sea early in the year 624. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


An you people! Be mindful of your 
Lord! The convulsions of the Hour (of 
Judgment) will be a terrible thing! m 

On the day when you see it, every 
nursing mother will forget her suckling 
babe, and every pregnant woman will 
have a miscarriage. 

You'll see people (stumbling about) as 
if they were drunk; yet, they won't be 
drunk! Allah's punishment will be that 
intense! pi 



Even still, there are some people who 
have no knowledge; yet, they continue to 
argue about Allah, and they follow every 
rebellious devil, ra 
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It's (a principle that's) already 
been recorded that whoever leans 
toward (Shaytan) will be tricked by 
him and guided by him towards 
the punishment of the burning 
blaze, mi 

Consider the Origin of Man 

11 you people! If you have 
any doubts about the resurrection, 
then (consider how We brought 
you into being the first time). 

We created you from dust, then from a 
drop of mingled fluids, then from a 
clinging thing, and then from a chunk of 
partially formed and partially unformed 
flesh, so that We could make (the course 
of your development) obvious to you. 

We cause whomever We want to reside 
within the womb for a set time period. 

Then We bring you out as infants (and 
allow you to grow until) you reach your 
age of full strength. 

Some of you are made to die (young), 
while others are propelled into a feeble 
old age with the result that they lose all 
knowledge even though they had known 
so much before. 

You also see the earth, how it's barren 
and lifeless. Yet, when We shower rain 
down upon it, it stirs (to life) and bursts 
forth with every kind of beautiful growth 
in paired (plant organs), pi 


That's because Allah is the true Reality. 
He gives life to the dead, and He has 
power over all things, m 

The Arrogant will Perish 

Hour (of Judgment) will come to 
pass. There is no doubt about it, and 
neither is there (any doubt) that Allah will 
resurrect those who are in their graves, m 

Yet, there are some people who argue 
about Allah without any knowledge or 
guidance or even an enlightened book! m 

Such (a person then) cocks his head 
(arrogantly) to the side and distracts 
others away from the path of Allah. Well, 
he's going to have nothing but disgrace 
in this life, and on the Day of Assembly 
We're going to make him taste the 
burning punishment! pi 
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" This is (what you deserve) because of 
what your hands sent ahead of you!" 
Allah is never unfair to (His) servants, noj 

When Faith is Fickle 


Background Info... v. 11 

Ibn ‘Abbas explained the reason for 
this verse by saying, “People would 
come to Medina (to declare their 
conversion to Islam). If their wives bore 
sons and their mares gave birth to foals, 
then they would say, ‘This is a good 
religion/ but if their wives or mares 
didn't give birth, they would say, ‘This is 
a bad religion."' ( Bukhari) 


Allah's Plan will Prevail 


/\llah will allow those who believed 
and did what was morally right to enter 
into gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
for Allah fulfills what He plans, m 


If anyone thinks that Allah's not going 
to help (His Prophet) in this world and in 
the next, then he should stretch a rope up 
to the sky and (climb up there so he) can 
cut off (Allah's help) by himself, (if he 
thinks he can stop it). 


There are some people who serve 
Allah as if they were on the edge. If 
something good happens to them, 
they're content with it, but if some 
misfortune befalls them, they turn their 
faces away (in disappointment). They're 
going to lose both this world and the 
next, and that's a loss for all to see! uu 


They call upon others in place of Allah 
(for good luck and fortune). Yet, (those 
idols) can do them no real harm nor bring 
them any benefit at all! (Believing in 
idols) is the most obvious loss! 1121 

In fact, it may be the case that (such a 
person) is really calling upon something 
that will harm him even more than it 
could ever possibly benefit him! That's 
the worst kind of patron to have and the 
worst kind of follower, as well! 113] 


Then let him see if this scheme of his 
will do away with the source of his 
tension! 

This is the way in which We send down 
verses with precise (challenges so they 
can be warned), and Allah guides 
whomever He wants! us-iei 
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Truly, the believing (Muslims), (the 
followers of) Judaism, (the followers of) 
the Sabian faith, the Christians, the Magi 
(who follow Zoroaster) and the idol- 
worshippers - Allah will judge among 
them on the Day of Assembly, for Allah is 
a witness over all things. H7] 

Don't you see that everything within 
the heavens and the earth bows (in 
submission to His will) - the sun, the 
moon, the stars, the hills, the trees, the 
animals and a large number of people, as 
well? 

At the same time, there's another large 
number (of human beings) who have had 
due punishment justified against them. 
Whomever Allah humiliates, there can be 
no one to honor him, for Allah does 
whatever He wants, us] 

The Faithless have No Chance 
of a Final Victory 


Background Info... v. 19-24 

This passage refers to the Prophet’s 
unde Hamza, who along with ‘Ali and 
‘Ubaydah, were arguing with the pagan 
leader ‘Utbah and two of his friends, 
Shaybah and Al-Walid, just before the 
two trios engaged in single combat 
before the Battle of Badr began. 

‘Ali finished the argument saying, 
“I’m going to be the first one to kneel 
down before the Compassionate so that 
the dispute can be settled on the Day of 
Judgment.” 


The three Muslim fighters killed the 
three pagans in the duel, and then the 
full battle eot under wav. (Bukhari) 


( 1 here were) two opposing groups 
who argued with each other about their 
Lord (at the Battle of Badr). 

Those who rejected (faith in Him) will 
have clothes made of fire tailored just for 
them and (buckets) of boiling muck 
poured over their heads! uoi 

It will melt their guts away, as well as 
their skins! They'll also have iron 
hammers (used against them to drive 
them on), besides! [20-21] 

Every time they'll wish to get away 
from it - from their torment- they'll be 
forced back into it, (and they'll be told), 
"Suffer the burning punishment!" 122 ] 

(On the other hand,) Allah will allow 
those who believed and did what was 
morally right to enter into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow. 

They'll wear bracelets of gold and 
pearls, and adorn themselves with clothes 
made of silk! [23j 

They had been guided towards the 
purest speech of all, and thus they were 
guided towards the path of the Praised 
One. [24] 
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The Meccans Prevented the Pilgrims 

Those who reject (Allah) and who've 
been holding others back from the way 
of Allah and from the Sacred Masjid (in 
Mecca), which We had (intended to be) 
open for all people - both the resident 
and the visitor are equal there - and 
those who want to do (any type of) evil or 
injustice there - We're going to make 
them all suffer a painful punishment! psi 

About the Pilgrimage to Mecca 

en We showed Abraham where 
to build the (Sacred) House, (We told 
him), "Don’t take anything as a partner in 
My divinity. Purify My House for those 
who walk around it, stand (near it) or 
bow down in prostration." m 



"Declare the pilgrimage ritual to all 
people. They're going to come to you on 
foot and on every type of well-worn 
transportation, traveling from every deep 
canyon (on earth), so they can bear 
witness to things that will benefit them, 
and so they can remember the name of 
Allah during the (ten) appointed days (at 
the start of the month of Hajj)." 

"Then after they've (slaughtered) the 
livestock that He's allowed for them, you 
can eat from them and feed those who 
are in desperate need. 127-28] 

"Thereafter, let them (groom) and 
clean themselves up, fulfill their vows and 
then walk around the Ancient House." [29] 

This is (the origin and purpose of the 

Pilgrimage to Mecca). Whoever 
honors the sacred rituals of Allah will 
have the best (reward waiting for him) 
in the presence of his Lord. 

You're allowed to eat any type of 
livestock (during the Pilgrimage), 
except for (the forbidden things) that 
have already been mentioned to you. 

So stay away from the evil (practice) 
of idols, and stay away from false 
teachings, poi 

Follow the natural (monotheistic) 
way of life for Allah's sake, and never 
make any partners with Him. 
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If anyone makes partners with Allah, 
it'll be as if he fell from the sky and was 
snatched up by birds or as if he were 
carried away by the wind and thrown in a 
faraway place! That's (exactly what his 
situation would be like)! 



Now whoever truly wishes to honor 
the symbolic (ritual of sacrifice ordained) 
by Allah (should know) that it can only 
(be done properly) by a (person who has 
a) heart that's mindful (of its duty towards 
Him). [ 3 i- 32 ] 

There are certain benefits for you to 
enjoy for a while in the (animals that you 
raise and then dedicate to Allah for the 
Pilgrimage). 

Then they're to be brought (near the 
vicinity) of the Ancient House (for 
sacrifice). [331 


The Purpose of the Sacrifice 
during the Pilgrimage 

We've appointed religious rituals 
for every community (on earth), so they 
could commemorate the name of Allah 
over the resources He gave them from 
among (the many types of) livestock 
(animals). 

Your God is One God, so submit 
yourselves to Him and give good news to 
the gentle (people) whose hearts are 
filled with awe whenever Allah is 
mentioned, who are patient with what 
troubles them, who maintain their prayers 
and who spend in charity out of the 
resources that We've provided for them. 

[ 34 - 35 ] 

The sacrificial animals that We've 
made for you are symbols of (obedience) 
to Allah. There are benefits in them for 
you, so pronounce the name of Allah 
over them as they're lined up and also 
when they've been laid down on their 
sides (after slaughter). 

Then you may eat from them and feed 
those poor people who are quietly 
enduring (their misfortune), as well as 
those poor people who come begging in 
desperation. 

This is why We've placed the animals 
under your control, so you can be 
thankful. [ 36 ] 
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It's not their meat nor their blood that 
reaches Allah, but rather your 
mindfulness (of your duty to Him) that 
reaches Him. 

That's why He placed them under your 
control, so you could extol Allah's 
greatness for the guidance He gave to 
you, and also so you could give good 
news to those who do good, ot 

Permission is Given to Fight 
Back Against Oppression 


Background Info... v. 38-40 

After enduring persecution for 
thirteen years in Mecca, the Muslims 
finally fled from the city for the safer city 
of Yathrib (Medina) to the north in the 
year 622. 

Then they endured two years of 
Meccan and bedouin raids that kept 
them in a constant state of fear. During 
these many years the Muslims were not 
allowed to fight back or defend 
themselves. 

This approach of non-violence, even 
though by all rights they would have 
been justified to fight back earlier, 
helped to test the believers and solidify 
their resolve. (The theory is that non¬ 
violence only works for so long and only 
against an opponent with a conscience 
to which you can reasonably appeal.) 

Finally, in the year 624, this passage 
was revealed, giving the Muslims 
permission to fight against their 
oppressors. The Prophet immediately 
began organizing patrols to curtail the 
bedouin raiders. 


Later in the same year, the Battle of 
Badrtook place, which showed the 
Muslims that they could achieve victory 
with Allah’s help aeainst superior odds. 


.Allah will defend those who believe, 
for Allah has no love for thankless traitors. 

Those who've been attacked now have 
permission (to fight back) because 
they've been wronged, and Allah can 
provide them with powerful aid. [38-39] 

They're the ones who've been driven 
from their homes against all right and for 
no other reason than that they've said, 

" Our Lord is Allah." 

If Allah didn't use one set of people to 
check (the ambitions) of another, then 
there would've been many monasteries, 
churches, synagogues and masjids, which 
are used to commemorate the name of 
Allah abundantly, pulled down and 
ruined. Allah will definitely help those 
who help Him, for Allah is strong and 
powerful! m 

(He helps) those who would establish 
prayer and spend in charity and who 
would encourage what is recognized (as 
right) and forbid what is unfamiliar (to 
Allah's way of life) - (these things they 
would do) if We ever made them 
dominant in the land. For sure, all final 
results are with Allah! hd 
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If You are Rejected, 

Others Were Before You 

they deny you, (Muhammad,) well 
then it was the same with other peoples 
before them who also denied (their 
prophets), such as the peoples of Noah, 
'Ad and Thamud, as well as the peoples 
of Abraham and Lot and the companions 
of Madyan. Even Moses was denied (by 
his people), too! 

I gave a break to those who covered 
over (the light of faith within their hearts), 
but then I seized them, and oh, how 
terrible was my repudiation (of them)! (42 

44) 

How many settlements did We destroy 
(in the past) that were given to practicing 
oppression (and wrongdoing)? Now they 
lie in ruins under shattered roofs! How 
many wells and mighty castles now lie 
deserted, crumbling and abandoned? i4si 



Why don't they travel through the 
world, so that their hearts can gain insight 
from the (relics of the past) and so that 
their ears can hear (the tales of days gone 
by)? 


Truly, it's not their eyes that are blind, 
but the hearts within their chests! ^ 

Yet, they're asking you to hurry the 
punishment forward! Even still, Allah 
won't fail in His promise, for a day in the 
sight of your Lord can be like a thousand 
years of your estimation. [4?i 

How many settlements were there that 
were given to oppression but to which I 
gave a break? In the end, I seized them 
all, and the final destination (of all things) 
is back to Me. ( 48 i 

Shaytan Brings Opposition 
to the Messengers 

Say to them, "People! I'm a clear 
warner for you! Those who believe and 
do what's morally right will get 
forgiveness and a generous share! [49-50] 

"However, those who campaign 
against Our (revealed) verses, trying to 
prevent them (from achieving their 
purpose), shall be companions of the 
raging blaze!" isij 

We never sent any messenger or 
prophet before you that didn't have 
Shaytan try to disrupt his plans when he 
formulated them. 

However, Allah erases whatever 
Shaytan throws in, and Allah will confirm 
His verses, for Allah is full of knowledge 
and wisdom. [521 
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(He allows) Shaytan to instill doubts (in 
people's hearts) so He can make it a test 
for those who have a sickness in their 
hearts or who have hardened hearts. The 
wrongdoers are in extreme opposition (to 

the truth)! [53] 

(He allows doubts to exist) so that 
those who have deep knowledge can 
come to realize that (the Qur'an) is the 
truth from your Lord, and also so they 
can believe in it and have their hearts 
softened towards it. Indeed, Allah guides 
those who believe towards a straight way. 

[54] 

The faithless will never stop doubting 
(the truth of the Qur'an), even until the 
Hour (of Judgment) comes upon them all 
of a sudden, or until some punishment 
overtakes them on a gloomy day. psi 

The right to rule on that (final) day will 
belong to Allah, and He's going to judge 
between them. Those who believed and 
did what was morally right will be in 
gardens of delight! psi 

Meanwhile, those who rejected and 
denied Our (revealed) verses will have a 
humiliating punishment. [57] 

Allah will Reward the Martyrs 


Those who migrate (from their 
homes as refugees) in the cause of Allah, 
and then who are subsequently killed or 
die - they're going to have a wonderful 


share of resources granted to them by 
Allah, for Allah is the best provider of 
resources! psj 


He'll admit them to a place that will 
bring them complete satisfaction, for 
Allah is full of knowledge and is 
forbearing. That's (going to be their 
reward)! 

The one who doesn't retaliate more 
than he's been injured, and who is further 
attacked without warning, then Allah will 
help him, for Allah erases (sins) and 
forgives, ps-eoi 



That's (within His power to do) 
because Allah merges the night into the 
day, and He merges the day into the 
night. Allah listens and watches (over all 
things), pi] 

Moreover, (it's within His power to 
help you, for He is) Allah, the ultimate 
Reality. Whatever they call upon besides 
Him is nothing more than falsehood, and 
Allah is the Highest and the Greatest. p2j 

Don't you (people) see that it's Allah 
Who sends down water from the sky, and 
thereafter the earth blossoms forth with 
green (plants)? 
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Allah understands (the details of) every 
type of intricate arrangement. [ 63 ] 

Whatever is within the heavens and on 
the earth belongs to Him, for Allah is the 
Self-sufficient and the Praiseworthy, m 

Don't you (people) see that Allah has 
tamed whatever is on the earth for your 
use, even the ships that sail through the 
sea by His command? 



He prevents the sky from falling on the 
earth, except for whatever He allows (to 
fall from it, such as rain), for Allah is kind 
and merciful to people, test 

He's the One Who brought you to life, 
and then He causes you to die - only to 
bring you to life once more! Yet, human 
beings are thankless! [ 66 ] 


Allah Made many Religions over 
the World 


Background Info... v. 67-69 

The pagans were disputing with 
Muhammad about whether it was 
allowed to eat animals that died by 
themselves, for, as they reasoned, Allah 
caused their death, and they should be 
as fine to eat as the animals that had 
been slaughtered in the ritual way. 

It was the pagan custom, after all, to 
kill animals as they pleased (even by 
beating them to death with clubs) or to 
eat dead carcasses they found. 

This passage here is telling them that 
Allah always established methods of 
correct slaughtering and that the pagan 
method was not correct by any standard 
of Allah. Islam forbids eating animals 
that died by themselves, nor can animals 
be cruelly killed. (Asbab ui-Nuzui) 


We appointed religious rituals for 
every community (on earth) to follow, so 
don't let them argue with you on this 
point. Rather, keep on calling them to 
your Lord, for you're definitely following 
the correct guidance. [ 67 ] 

If they keep arguing with you, tell 
them, "Allah knows best about whatever 
you're doing." iss] 

Then Allah will judge between you on 
the Day of Assembly (and solve) your 
disagreements. ( 69 i 
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Don't you know that Allah knows 
about all things within the sky and the 
earth? 

(Every event) is recorded in a ledger, 
and that's easy for Allah, poi 

Even still, they worship (idols) in place 
of Allah, having no clear mandate to do 
so nor any accurate knowledge. 

Those who are corrupt will have no 
one to help them! pi] 

When Our clear verses are read out to 
them, you can clearly see the defiance on 
the faces of those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth), as if they were 
about to pounce on those who are 
reading Our verses to them! 



Say to them, "Should / tell you about 
something that you'll dislike far more 
than these verses? It's the Fire that Allah 
has promised to the faithless, and that's 
the worst destination!" 


Idol Worship 
is Foolish and Illogical 

An you people! Here is a 
comparison, so listen to it! Those (idols) 
that you call upon besides Allah can't 
create as much as a bug, even if they all 
got together to do it. 



Even more, if a bug were ever to take 
something away from them, they 
wouldn't have any power to get it back 
from that fly! 

How weak is the one who seeks 
(knowledge from idols), and how weak 
are (the idols) from whom he seeks (to 
learn)! p 3 ] 

They haven't thought highly enough 
of Allah, for Allah is strong and powerful! 
Allah chooses messengers from among 
both angels and people, and Allah hears 
and sees (all things). p 4 - 75 ] 
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He knows what's in front of them and 
what's behind them, and all decisions go 
back to Allah (for their resolution). p« 

All you who believe! Bow down, 
prostrate yourselves (in prayer) and serve 
your Lord. Do what's best so you can be 
successful. t77i 

Strive in His cause with honest effort, 
for He's chosen you and hasn't made any 
difficult (regulations) for you to follow. 


This way of life is no less than the creed 
of your forefather Abraham. 

(Allah) is the One Who has named you 
Submitters, both before and in this 
(revelation), so that the Messenger could 
be a witness for you, and so you could be 
witnesses (to your faith) before all people. 

Establish prayer, give in charity, and 
hold firmly to Allah. He is your protector, 
and (He's) the best for defense and the 
best for giving help! pg 
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The Faithful 

23 Al Mu'minim 
Late Meccan Period 


3 ° Introduction 

This chapter was revealed during the days of famine in Mecca that chapter 44 had foretold. It 
goes over the familiar themes of Allah’s signs and the need for people to recognize Allah as their 
Creator and ultimate judge. It also contains some words of advice to the Prophet to help him cope 
with the persecution of the Meccans. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said of this chapter: “This chapter was revealed in my presence, and I, 
myself, saw the condition of the Prophet during its revelation. When the revelation was finished, 
the Prophet (turned to us and) said, 'On this occasion, ten verses have been sent down to me that, 
for the one who measures up to them, will most surely make him enter Paradise.' Then he recited 
the first verses of this chapter." (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Nisa’i, Hakim) 

In later years, a man named Yazid ibn Babnus asked the Prophet’s widow A’ishah to describe for 
him the habits and behavior of the Prophet. She replied to him that he followed the message as it 
was revealed in the Qur’an. Then she recited the first ten verses of this chapter. Afterwards she 
said, “These verses describe his behavior.” (Nisa’i) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


So it will be that the believers will 
succeed - those who are humble in their 
prayers, who avoid useless chatter, who 
engage in charity, who guard their purity 
- except with their spouses and those 
(maidservants) under their control (whom 
they've married), for there's no blame for 
them in this, u-6] 

"Whoever goes beyond (these limits), 
they're indeed going out of bounds, m 

(True believers) are those who 
faithfully discharge their trusts and 


agreements, and they guard their prayers 
strictly, is 91 



They'll be the inheritors who will 
inherit an exclusive garden in Paradise, 
and there they shall remain! uo-iu 
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The Life Cycle of Human Beings 

We created (each) human being 
from minerals extracted from clay, and 
then We placed him as a mingled drop, 
securely held in place. 112-13] 

"Then we transformed that drop into a 
clinging thing. Then out of that clinging 
thing, We formed a chewed up lump. 

Out of that chewed up lump, We 
fashioned bones and clothed them in 
flesh. 

So then out of (that initial tiny drop), 
We made another creature! So blessed 
be Allah, the best of all creators! U4i 

Then after (your life span has passed), 
you're going to die. Then after that, 
you're going to be raised to life again for 
the Day of Assembly! ns-iei 

The Fruits of the Earth 

ove you We made seven layered 

tracts, and We're not unmindful of Our 

creation. We send a measured amount of 

water down from the sky and lodge it in 

the earth. We can drain it off, as well. [17- 
18 ] 

We use (that water) to grow gardens 
of date palms and vineyards for you, in 
which you can find abundant fruit that 
you can eat. usi 



(We also grow a type of olive) tree, 

(the best of which) sprouts near Mount 
Tur, from which you get olive oil and 
relish for your meals. [201 

You can even find a lesson in 
domesticated livestock, for We produce 
(milk) from within their bodies for you to 
drink. 

"There are many other benefits in 
them for you, as well, such as their meat 
that you can eat, and also in the fact that 
you can ride upon them like ships 
(traversing the land). 121-221 

The Story of Noah 

And so it was that We sent Noah to 
his people. He said (to them), "My 
people! Serve Allah! You have no other 
god than Him! Won't you be mindful (of 
Him)?" [ 23 , 

The chiefs of the faithless among his 
people said, "He's no more than a mortal 
man just like the rest of you! 
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"He only wants to have an advantage 
over you! If Allah really wanted to send 
someone to us, then He could've sent 
down angels. 

"Really now, we've never heard 
anything like this coming (down to us 
from the traditions) of our ancestors! 

He's just a man who's been possessed (by 
evil spirits), so wait a while (for him to go 
away)." [24-25] 

"My Lord!" Noah cried out. "Help me 
against their lies!" 

And so We revealed to him: “Builda 
boat under Our sight and inspiration. 

"When Our command arrives and the 
heated banks (of the river) give way (and 
cause a flood) upon the land, take on 
board a pair of every (kind of useful 
livestock animal), both male and female. 

"Also bring your family aboard, except 
for those who will have the sentence 
proven true against them. 

“Don’t call on Me any further on 
behalf of the wrongdoers, for they're 
going to be drowned." [26-27] 

"When you and everyone with you 
have gone on board the boat, then say, 
'Praise be to Allah, the One Who has 

saved us from these corrupted people.' 

[ 28 ] 



"Then pray, ’My Lord! Let me also 
leave this boat (on a future day) with Your 
blessings, for You're the best One to 
allow (us) to leave.'" [29] 

There are signs (in this story for people 
to consider), for We're always testing 
(people in their faith), pm 

The Cycle Continues 

Then We raised another generation 
(of people) after them, and We sent them 
a messenger (drawn) from among their 
own, (who said), "Serve Allah! You have 
no other god than Him! Won't you be 
mindful (of Allah )? 1 pi-32] 

The leaders among his people who 
rejected and denied their rendezvous in 
the next life, and upon whom We had 
showered the luxuries of this world, said, 
"He's no more than a mortal man just like 
the rest of you. He eats the same food 
that you eat and drinks the same liquids 
that you drink, pm 
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"If you were to obey a mere mortal 
who's no different than the rest of you, 
then you'd truly be lost. 04 ] 

"Is he promising you that after you've 
died and become rotten bones that you'll 
be brought (to life) again? That's a far 
off prospect that you've been promised!" 

[35 36] 

" There's nothing else (for us) other 
than our lives here in this world! We 
(humans) die, and (new generations are 
then given) life, but we'll never 
(individually) be raised to life again! [ 37 ] 

"(This) is just a man who's made up a 
lie about Allah, and we're never going to 
believe him." osi 

(Their prophet) cried out, "My Lord! 
Help me, for they're accusing me of a He!” 

[39] 

" They're going to be sorry in just a 
little while," (Allah) replied. Then the 
blast rightly overtook them, and so We 
reduced them to nothing more than 
scattered debris. 

So away with the wrongdoers! i-kmi] 

Then We raised other generations 
after them. No community can advance 
its final time limit, nor can it delay it. [ 42 - 43 ] 

And then We sent Our messengers 
one after another, and every time a 


messenger went to his community, they 
accused him of lying. 

So We made them follow one after 
another (in destruction), reducing them 
to mere historical accounts. So away with 
the people who won't believe! m 

Then We sent Moses and his brother 
Aaron with Our signs and a clear mandate 
to Pharaoh and his nobles, but they acted 
arrogantly and were quite a conceited 
people. [ 45 - 46 ] 



(Pharaoh and his nobles) said, "Should 
we believe in two mortal men who are 
just like us, especially since their people 
are our slaves ' 1 [ 47 ] 

So they denied them and were thus 
plunged into destruction. And so it was 
that We gave Moses the Book, in order 
for (his people) to be guided. [ 48 - 49 ] 

We also made the son of Mary and his 
mother a sign, as well, and We sheltered 
them securely on high ground in comfort 
and with flowing streams, isoi 

"All you messengers! Eat only 
wholesome (foods), and do morally 
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upright deeds, for / know what you're 
doing." isu 

Be United for the Truth 

,Ai, you who believe!) Truly, this 
community of yours is one community, 
and I am your Lord, so be mindful of Me. 

[52] 

(People) have divided their way of life 
into sects among them, with each faction 
satisfied with its own doctrines. Leave 
them alone in their confusion for a while. 

[53-54] 

Do they think that just because We've 
granted them wealth and children that 
We're (always) going to rush every type 
of good (fortune) their way? Certainly 
not! They just don't understand, ps-sei 



Truly, those who anxiously fear their 
Lord, who believe in the signs of their 
Lord, who don't make partners with their 
Lord and who give whatever they give (in 
charity) with nervous hearts, (knowing 
that) they're going to return to their Lord 
- they're the ones who rush forward (to 
do) every type of good deed. They're 
foremost (in doing what's pleasing to 
Allah). [57-61] 


You have no More 
Excuses with Allah 


Background Info... v. 62-74 

This passage is a reference to the 
leaders of the Quraysh tribe of Mecca 
and it is a warning to them because they 
were persecuting Allah’s Prophet. It told 
them that they would be in trouble at a 
later date. Their defeat at Badr, then, 
would be the fulfillment of this threat. 

( Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


We don't place a burden upon any 
soul that's greater than it can bear. We 
have a record before Us that shows the 
truth, and they won't be treated unfairly. 
But no! Their hearts are overwhelmed in 
confusion about this. 

More than that, there's still some 
(sinful) things that they're doing - and 
that they'll keep on doing - even until the 
moment comes when We seize in 
punishment all those who had the 
luxuries of this world (and who were thus 
heedless). 

Oh, how they'll cry out (for mercy) 
then! [62-64] 

"Don't cry out (for mercy) today!" 
(they'll be told,) "foryou'll find no help 
from Us! My (revealed) verses were read 
out to you, but you used to turn back on 
your heels arrogantly, saying bad things 
about them like a storyteller in the night" 

[65-67] 
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Haven't they thought seriously about 
the word (of Allah), or has something 
come to them that's never come to their 
ancient ancestors? res] 

Is it that they don't recognize their 
messenger? Is that why they're refusing 
him? [ 69 i 

Do they say, "He's possessed'? 
Certainly not! (On the contrary), he's 
bringing them the truth, but most of 
them hate (to hear) the truth! poi 

If the truth were shaped according to 
what they would like it to be, then the 
very heavens and the earth and every 
(creature) within them would've been 
warped (out of all recognition)! 

But no! We're giving them their 
reminder, but they're turning away from 
their reminder! pu 

Is it that you're asking them for some 
kind of reward? Your Lord's reward is far 
better (than anything they can give), for 
He's the best One to provide. [721 

You're calling them to a straight path, 
and those who don't believe in the next 
life are veering away from that path. 173- 74 j 

If We were merciful to (the idol- 
worshippers of Mecca) and relieved them 
of the agonizing (famine) from which 
they've been suffering, then they would 


still eagerly persist in their rebelliousness, 
wandering all around in distraction. [75] 

We punished them with this (famine so 
they could learn a lesson), but they've 
neither humbled themselves before their 
Lord, nor have they begged Him (for 
relief). [ 76 i 

(Their arrogance will 
continue) - even until We 
open a door for them 
that will lead to a painful 
punishment. 

Then they'll be in 
abject despair within 
(their place of doom)! 1773 

Our Senses Tell Us the Truth 

He's the One Who endowed you 
with hearing, sight, sensitivity and self- 
awareness. Yet, you're hardly thankful at 
all! [ 78 ] 

He also multiplied you throughout the 
earth, and in the end you'll (all) be 
gathered back to Him. [79] 

He's the One Who gives life and death. 
The alternation of the night and the day 

is His (doing), so won't you understand? 

[ 80 ] 

But no! They repeat the same kinds 
(of denials) that the ancients said! [ 8 ii 
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They say, "When we've died and 
become rotten bones, are we really going 
to be raised to life again? 

"These things were promised to us and 
our ancestors before, but they're no more 
than the tales of the ancients!" [82-83] 


Then say to them, "So how can you be 
so deceived (into worshipping idols)?" [89] 

By no means! We've sent them the 
truth (which they affirm with their own 
tongues); yet, they practice lies (in spite of 

it)! [90] 



Ask them," To whom belongs the earth 
and all beings upon it? (Speak) if you 
know!" [84] 


They'll (be sure) to say," To Allah!" 
Then say to them, "So won't you take a 
reminder?" [85] 


Allah never took any son, nor is there 
any other god with Him. (If there were 
many gods), then each god would've 
taken (control) over what it had created, 
and some of them would've tried to 
dominate the others! Glory be to Allah 
(above all) they're making Him out to be! 

( 91 ] 


He knows what's beyond human 
perception and what's plain to see, and 
He's high above what they're joining with 
Him! [92] 

Be Strong, Prophet of Allah 


Then ask them," Who is the Lord of the 
seven heavens and the Lord of the great 
throne (of power)?" m 

They'll (be sure) to say, "Allah is!" Then 
say to them, "So won't you be mindful (of 
your duty to Him)?' [87i 

Then ask them, "In whose hands is the 
control of everything, and who protects 
all and doesn't need protecting? (Speak) 
if you know!" [as] 

They'll (be sure) to say, "Allah!" 


(1 ray to your Lord), saying, "My Lord! 
If you're going to show me (the 
punishment) that they've been promised, 
then, my Lord, don't place me among the 
people who do wrong!" [ 93 - 94 ] 

Oh, indeed, it's entirely possible for Us 
to show you (the punishment) about 
which they've been warned! osi 

So ward off the evil (things they say) 
with (a state of) goodness, for We know 
what they're describing (you to be). [%] 
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Say, "My Lord! I seek Your protection 
from the incitement of devils, and I seek 
Your protection. My Lord, from them ever 
coming near me." [97-98] 


There are no Last-Minute 
Confessions 

(The faithless will remain blind to the 
truth) - even until death comes upon one 
of them, and he cries out (in his grave), 
"My Lord! Send me back (to life) so / can 
act righteously in those things that I 
neglected!" 


" Weren't My verses read out to you?" 
(they'll be asked). "Didn'tyou treat them 
as lies?" iiosi 



(However, he's going to be told), "No 
way! It's just something he's saying!" 
Then a barrier will be raised (cordoning 
them off from all outside perception, and 
it will remain) until the day they're 
resurrected. 199-1001 


When the trumpet will be blown, all 
relations between them will cease, nor 
will anyone (even think to) ask about 
anyone else that day! [ion 

Then those whose scales are heavy 
(with good) will be successful, while those 
whose scales are scarce (of good) will 
have lost their own souls and be 
relegated to Hellfire. [102-1031 

The fire will burn their faces, and 
they'll scowl horribly (in pain), umi 


"Our Lord!" they'W cry. "Our own 
misfortune overtook us, and we were a 
people who went off course. [106] 

"Our Lord, take us out of this. If we 
ever return (to sinful ways after this), then 
we would really be wrongdoers (and 
would deserve this punishment)!" uo 7 i 

"Get back into it 
even furtherf (Allah) 
will reply, “Speak no 
more to Me! There 
was a group of My 
servants who used to pray, 'Our Lord! We 
believe, so forgive us and have mercy on 
us, for You're the best One to show 
mercy!' nos 1091 



“Yet, you laughed at them, even until 
your ridicule of them made you forget 
My message! 
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"I've rewarded them this day for their 
patience, and they're the ones who’ve 
triumphed." [lio-ui] 

Then (Allah) will ask them, “How many 
years did you stay on earth?" [mi 



" We stayed for a day or part of a day," 
they'll reply. "Just ask those who keep 
track." m3] 

" You stayed only for a little while," 
He'll exclaim, "if only you would've 
known! Did you think that We created 


you just for fun and that you wouldn't be 
returned to Us?" [iu-ns] 


Glorify Allah in the Highest 

(All you who believe!) Extol (the 
glory of) Allah! The Ruler, the Reality! 
There is no god besides Him, the Lord of 
the throne of honor! [ii6] 

If someone calls upon any other god 
alongside of Allah, he doesn't have any 
right to do so! His account will stand in 
the sight of his Lord, and the faithless will 
never be successful! [mi 

So pray then, "My Lord! Forgive and 
show mercy, for You are the best One to 
show mercy!" [usi 
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The Light 

24 An-Noor 
Middle Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in approximately the year 627. It was a tense time for the Muslims 
who had lost face among the tribes of the desert, due to their being defeated at Uhud. Hostilities 
arose from every quarter. Indeed, seeing that the Muslims were not invincible after the Battle of 
Uhud in 626, Abu Sufyan left a challenge for the Muslims to fight the Quraysh once again at the 
Wells of Badr the following year (no doubt wanting to erase their earlier defeat there). 

Accordingly, the Prophet marched a force of some 1500 fighters there at the appointed date, 
but the Quraysh failed to show up. Instead, Abu Sufyan tried to break the Muslim resolve by 
sending a man to spread rumors in Medina about how fearsome the Quraysh army would be, 
hoping to prevent the Muslims from accepting his challenge! The Prophet camped with his men at 
Badr for eight days and then marched his men back home. 

A few weeks later, the Prophet received reports that two bedouin tribes were preparing to 
launch an attack on Medina, so the Prophet again assembled a force (this time of 400 men) and 
marched out to prevent their assault. Finding the bedouins had fled rather than risking a fight, the 
Prophet once again returned to Medina with his men. Then word of a new threat from the 
powerful Banu Mustaliq tribe reached Medina, and the Prophet assembled yet another force (this 
time of 700 men) to meet the foe before it could strike. He came upon the tribe's encampment 
while they were unaware of his march. 

The tribe was defeated, and its people taken into custody. (It was a pre-emptive attack, and this 
is allowed in Islam if it is clearly known that an enemy is already making preparations to attack you 
first.) The Prophet was assigned Juwayriyyah, the daughter of the Banu Mustaliq chief, as his share 
of the booty, but he freed her and married her. Then all the other captives were freed by the 
enthusiastic companions. Due to his gracious treatment, the tribe accepted Islam. 

On the return trip from the campaign, the Prophet's wife A'ishah was inadvertently left behind 
in one of the campsites when she went looking for a lost piece of jewelry. A companion of the 
Prophet, finding her there, escorted her to Medina, arriving a day behind the main body of the 
army. Hypocrites immediately seized upon this to spread rumors and slander that A'ishah had been 
unfaithful with her escort. This grieved the Prophet, A'ishah and many others, as baseless 
accusations tend to take on a life of their own. 

This chapter was eventually revealed to the Prophet from Allah, absolving A'ishah of any guilt. 

In addition, harsh words are directed against slanderers and those who falsely question a woman's 
honor without proof or sincerity. Other miscellaneous matters of social interaction are also 
addressed. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


This is a chapter containing Our 
regulations that We're sending down. 
We've included self-evident verses within 
it so you can be reminded, m 


Thereafter, don't let any man guilty 
of adultery or fornication marry anyone 
except a woman who is also guilty of the 
same crime, or (he can marry) a pagan. 


Any woman or man who is guilty of 
adultery or fornication is to be whipped 
with a hundred lashes each. 

Don't let compassion sway you 
regarding their case, for it's part of Allah's 
way of life - that is if you're (sincere) 
believers in Allah and the Last Day. 

Also arrange for some believing 
witnesses to observe their punishment. [21 

Don't Match the Pure 
with the Tainted 


Background Info... v. 3 

The exact reports differ slightly, but 
the basic issue surrounding the 
revelation of this verse is that some poor 
believer(s) asked about marrying 
prostitutes. Either they wanted them to 
keep plying their trade and thus have 
money coming into their coffers, or the 
women themselves wanted to keep 
doing it so they would be financially 
independent. 

This verse forbids pure people from 
marrying people who did zina, or 
adultery and fornication, and those who 
led that lifestyle can only marry others 
like them or pagans. 


Likewise, let no woman who is guilty of 
adultery or fornication marry anyone 
except a man who is guilty of the same 
crime, or (she may marry) a pagan. 
(Marrying someone guilty of unlawful 
intimacy) is forbidden for the believers, m 

Don’t Slander Respectable Women 

Those who make an 
accusation against a 
good and respectable 
woman, and who don't 
produce four witnesses (who 
caught her in the act of 
adultery or fornication), 
then whip (the ones who 
brought the unprovable 
charge) with eighty lashes, 

and IlCVCr accept any testimony from 
them ever again, for they're disobedient 
troublemakers, w 

If they repent afterwards and reform 
themselves, then Allah is forgiving and 
merciful, tsi 
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Addressing Accusations of Adultery 


Background Info... v. 6-10 

Some companions had been 
discussing what should happen if they 
were by themselves and they caught 
their spouse in the act of adultery with 
someone else. Would they themselves 
get the 80 lashes because they could not 
produce four witnesses? Who would 
ever report a case of adultery then? 

Their concern was soon answered. 

A man named Hilal ibn Umayyah went 
to the Prophet and swore that he found 
his own wife cheating on him with a man 
named Sharik ibn Sahma. The Prophet 
disliked hearing such an accusation, since 
the Qur'an had already laid down the 
rule that four witnesses must be brought 
if someone wants to lodge a charge of 
infidelity against someone, so he asked 
Hilal if he were prepared to accept 80 
lashes because he lacked corroborating 
witnesses. 

Another companion nearby named 
S'ad ibn ‘Ubadah mused to his friends 
that he thought the Prophet would 
declare all the future testimony of Hilal 
to be unreliable and void. Hilal was very 
upset, and he beseeched the Prophet for 
some ruling from Allah. The Prophet was 
about to order the man whipped (based 
on the previously revealed verses 4-5 of 
this chapter), but then he suddenly froze 
and began to look as if he were under 
great strain, (signaling to those around 
him that he was receiving a new 
revelation). 

When he became relaxed again, the 
Prophet recited verses 6-10, and he said 
to Hilal, “A bargain for you, since Allah 
found a solution for you and absolved 
you, and I hoped for that from my God." 


Later that day, Hilal and his wife went 
before the Prophet in the masjid, and the 
Prophet made each of them swear to 
Allah about their statements and invoke 
His curse upon them if they were lying, 
and both sides did so as this passage 
[24:6-9] outlines, thus canceling each 
other's accusations. (Hilal's wife did 
hesitate before taking the fifth oath as to 
her innocence, but then she said, "I will 
not dishonor my family today.") With 
that done, the wife escaped the 
accusation and the punishment for 
adulterv. 

Then the Prophet predicted that she 
was pregnant, and then he annulled their 
marriage and forbade anyone from ever 
accusing her of adultery or accusing the 
child of being illegitimate. Next, he said 
that if the child was bom with reddish 
hair, then it was Hilal's child, but if it 
were born with curly hair, dark eyes and 
was heavy-set (like Sharik looked), then 
it was not Hilal's child. 

Later she gave birth to a child that fit 
the second description, and the Prophet 
said, “If it wasn't for the oath that she 
swore, I would have dealt with her." Her 
son took his mother's family name and 
was never attributed to any father. He 
eventually grew up to be a governor of 
Egypt. ( IbnKathir ) 


A s for those who make an 
accusation (of adultery) against their 
spouses, and who don't have any witness 
other than themselves, their sole 
testimony (can be accepted) if they swear 
to Allah four times that they're telling the 
truth and then swear a fifth time that the 
curse of Allah should come upon them if 
they're lying. [6 -v 


454 






However, (the spouse) can avert the 
punishment if they swear to Allah four 
times that (the accuser) is telling a lie and 
then swears a fifth time that Allah's wrath 
should come down upon them if (the 
accuser) was telling the truth. [8-9] 

If it wasn't for Allah's favor and His 
mercy towards you, (then you would've 
committed injustice in disputes involving 
infidelity), but Allah accepts repentance 
and is wise, m 

The False Charges Against A’ishah 


Background Info... v. 11 

Whenever the Prophet led a large 
expedition, one of his wives would 
usually accompany him to look after him. 
When the Prophet set out at the head of 
several hundred men to attack the Banu 
Mustaliq tribe, which was secretly 
preparing to attack the Muslims first, 
A'ishah was the one who came along. 

On the return journey, the Muslims made 
camp, and it was there that A'ishah 
noticed that one of her prized pieces of 
jewelry was missing. 

As the men prepared their mounts to 
resume the journey home, A'ishah, not 
realizing the pace of packing, walked 
back along the trail hoping to spot her 
gold necklace. When she returned to 
camp after finding her necklace, she 
found that the men had all gone and 
moved on. Her palanquin, or camel 
mounted chamber, was always covered 
in a curtain, so no one noticed that she 
wasn't inside when the party set out 
once again. 


A'ishah remained in the abandoned 
camp, confident that her absence would 
soon be noticed and that someone 
would be sent to look for her. 

One Muslim man named Safwan ibn 
al-Mu'attal, who had been given the 
chore of collecting any lost baggage, 
came upon A'ishah and found her sitting 
in the campsite. 

He placed her on his camel and set 
off immediately after the main body of 
the army. They reached Medina about a 
day behind the army. 

When people saw the young man 
leading A'ishah into the city, the tongues 
of the hypocrites began to wag. 

'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, in particular, began 
avidly spreading the rumor of adultery, 
and even some sincere believers got 
caught up in the rumor-mongering. 

The Prophet immediately defended 
A'ishah and Safwan as honest and 
trustworthy in a public speech, and when 
he asked for help against the gossip 
campaign from Ibn Ubayy, the Muslims 
in the masjid broke up into two factions 
along tribal lines and began quarrelling. 
The Prophet was stunned, and A'ishah 
was heartbroken over the accusations. 

A'ishah soon moved back in with her 
parents and stayed with them for a 
month to rest, and the Prophet checked 
in on her from time to time as he 
consulted with his companions about the 
rumor-mongering that was going on. 

The issue continued to divide the Auws 
and Khazraj companions who continued 
to argue over the matter. 

A'ishah described her heartache as 
the worst thing she ever felt in her life, 
saying, "I cried continuously every day 
and couldn't sleep, so that my parents 
expected me to die from my extreme 
sorrow." 
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Safwan was equally in despair and 
protested his innocence profusely. Then, 
after one month passed, the Prophet 
visited A'ishah and said, “There is no god 
but Allah. I've been told (rumors) about 
you, but if you're innocent, then Allah 
will prove it (today), though if you've 
committed a sin, then ask forgiveness of 
Allah and repent to Him, for if a servant 
of Allah admits his sin, then his 
repentance will be accepted.'' 

A'ishah began to feel better, and she 
motioned for her parents to answer for 
her, but they declined, citing the fact 
that they didn't know what they were to 
say. 

Then A'ishah said, “Even though I'm 
still young and I haven't read much of 
the Qur'an, I do know what you've heard 
and thought about me. Even if I said that 
I'm innocent, and Allah knows it, you 
probably wouldn't believe me, and if I 
admitted to something of which Allah 
knows I'm innocent, then you'd probably 
believe me then. So I haven't found for 
you and me any other saying than what 
the father of Joseph said." 

Then she recited Joseph's quote from 
verse 12:18, and afterwards she turned 
away and laid down on her bed. 

The Prophet went out into another 
room, and a few moments later this 
passage was revealed [24:11-26], which 
proved A'ishah's and Safwan's innocence 
and exposed the plotting of the 
hypocrites. 

The Prophet laughed joyfully and 
announced first, before reciting the 
verses, “A'ishah! Good news for you! 
Allah has proven your innocence!" 
A'ishah was overjoyed when she heard 
the news, and she soon moved back into 
her own apartment fully exonerated. 


Those who brought out the 
slanderous (charge of adultery against 
the Prophet's wife A'ishah) are nothing 
more than a gang among you (who tried 
to stir up trouble). 


Don't think of it as a bad thing, 
however, for it was ultimately a good 
thing for you (that this issue was dealt 
with openly). 


Every man among them will have his 
sin recorded, and the one who was the 
most involved among them will have a 
terrible punishment (from Allah), [in 

When you first heard of the situation, 
why didn't the men and women of faith 
think better (of A'ishah) to themselves 

and say, "This is obviously a false charge "? 

[ 12 ] 


Why didn't they bring four witnesses 
to prove it? When they failed to bring 
witnesses, they were (proven) to be liars 
in the sight of Allah. [13] 

If it wasn't for Allah's favor towards all 
of you and His mercy - both in this world 
and in the next - then a terrible 
punishment would've certainly befallen 
you on account of your indulgence in this 
affair. [i 4 ] 

While you (people) were eagerly 
passing (this lie along) with your tongues 
and saying with your mouths things you 
knew nothing about, you thought it was 
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just a trivial matter, but in Allah's sight it 
was a serious issue, usi 

When you (first) heard about it, why 
didn't you say, "It's not right for us to talk 
about this. Glory to You, (Our Lord), this 
is an awful rumorf [i 6 ] 

Allah is warning you seriously not to 
repeat this (vicious gossip), that is if 
you're (sincere) believers. Allah makes 
His verses clear for you, for Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, hmsi 

Those who love to spread scandalous 
accusations among the believers will have 
a painful punishment in this life, as well as 
in the next life. Allah knows (all about 
their evil intentions), even though you 
don't know, usi 

If it wasn't for Allah's favor towards 
you and His mercy, (then you believers 
would've been punished for your 
participation, too), but Allah is kind and 
merciful. 1201 

Maintain Good Relations 

you who believe! Don't follow in 
the footsteps of Shaytan. If anyone 
follows in Shaytan's footsteps, then he'll 
order (them to do) what's shameful and 
terrible. 



If it wasn't for Allah's favor towards 
you and His mercy, then none of you 
would've ever been sanctified. Allah 
sanctifies whomever He wants, and Allah 
listens and knows (all things), pu 

Don't Hold a Grudge 
Against Family 


Background Info... v. 22 

Abu Bakr found out that one of the 
men who kept the false charges against 
his daughter A’ishah circulating was 
none other than his poverty-stricken 
cousin, Mistah ibn Uthathah, to whom he 
had always given money in the past. 

Thus, Abu Bakr vowed to cut off any 
support for him. A’ishah learned of her 
relative’s slandering of her one night 
from Mistah’s own mother, who said, 
“Mistah should be ruined!" 

A’ishah asked, “Are you abusing 
someone who was present at the Battle 
of Badr?” Mistah’s mother replied, “Oh 
my, haven’t you heard what he’s been 
saying?” Then she told A’ishah about his 
part in the rumors and gossip, causing 
her to feel even more terrible. 
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This passage asks Abu Bakr, and by 
extension anyone else with wayward 
relatives, to forgive their faults out of a 
spirit of charity and generosity. When 
the line was read to him, “Don’t you 
want Allah to forgive you,” Abu Bakr 
replied, “Of course, we would love, Our 
Lord, for You to forgive us.” (i bn Kathir) 

The Prophet reiterated this Qur’anic 
concept by saying that the real test of 
kindness towards relatives is not just by 
helping them when they are friendly 
towards you, but by helping them still 
after they’ve cut you off. ( Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


Don't let those who've been 
endowed (with great wealth and status) 
among you swear that they're no longer 
going to help their relatives, the needy or 
those who've migrated in the cause of 
Allah (simply because those people might 
have behaved poorly). 

Forgive them, and overlook (their 
faults). Don't you want Allah to forgive 

you, too? Allah is forgiving and merciful! 

1221 


The Punishment of Slanderers 


Those who make false charges 
against naive, yet respectable, believing 
women, are cursed in this life, and in the 
next life they're going to have a terrible 
punishment on the day when their 
tongues, their hands, and their feet will 
testify against them as to what they've 
done. [ 23 - 24 ] 


On that day, Allah will repay them for 
the genuine results of their way of life. 
Then they'll (finally) realize that Allah is 
the Obvious Truth. 1251 

Tainted women are for tainted men, 
and tainted men are for tainted women. 
Wholesome women are for wholesome 
men, and wholesome men are for 
wholesome women. 

(Respectable people) are not affected 
by what (slanderers) say (about them), 
and they're going to have forgiveness 
and a generous share (in Paradise), m 

Asking Permission 
to Enter a Home 


Background Info... v. 27-28 

A woman went to the Prophet and 
said, “Sometimes when I’m in the privacy 
of my own home, I don’t want to be seen 
by either my father or my son, but my 
father still enters while I'm (not fully 
dressed). So what can I do?” (Pre- 
Islamic Arab culture had previously no 
restrictions on entering another person’s 
home at will.) This passage was revealed 
in answer and lays down the principle 
that people’s privacy must be respected. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


An you who believe! Don't go into 
anyone's homes other than your own 
unless you've asked permission first and 
greeted those who (live) within them. 
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That's the best (practice) for you (to 
follow) so you can be reminded (of the 
importance of respecting the privacy of 
others), p 7 ] 

If you find no one in the house, (or if 
no one answers you), then still refrain 
from entering until you've been given 
permission. 

If you're asked to leave, then leave, for 
that's the purest course of action for you 
(to follow), and Allah knows what you're 
doing. [28i 


Background Info... v. 29 

Abu Bakr, when he heard verses 
24:27-28 being recited, asked the Prophet 
about the abandoned homes people 
would sometimes find and sleep in on 
their trading trips to Syria. This verse 
was revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 

It also covers going into stores and 
other places of business. Obviously, if 
the store or office is closed, the visitor 
will have to wait for normal business 
hours before entering. 


It's not wrong for you to enter 
buildings (without permission) if they're 
not used for habitation, and which serve 
some other (public) purpose for you. 

Allah knows what you show and what you 
hide. [ 29 ] 


Modesty Begins With the Eyes 

the believing men that they 
should lower their gaze (and not stare 
lustfully at women) and that they should 
guard their purity. That's the purest 
course of action for them to follow. Allah 
is well-informed of everything they do. noi 

Likewise, tell the believing women that 
they should lower their gaze (and not 
stare lustfully at men), that they should 
guard the purity of their body, and that 
they shouldn't show their hidden charms 
- other than what must ordinarily show. 



They should also draw their 
headscarves over their chests and not let 
their curves be seen except by their 
husbands, their fathers, their husbands' 
fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, 
their brothers, their brothers' sons, their 
sisters' sons, their female (relatives and 
acquaintances), their bonded 
maidservants, their menservants who 
have little intimate interest (such as the 
very old), and children who are innocent 
of such attraction. 
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(Also tell them) that they shouldn't 
stamp their feet in order to draw 
attention to their hidden (charms and 
jewelry). All you who believe! Turn 
together towards Allah so you can be 
successful! bu 

Get Married when You Can 

people among you should get 
married, and the morally upright among 
your bonded servants and maids (should 
get married, as well). 

If any of them are too poor (to 
support a family), then Allah will enrich 
them from His bounty, for Allah pervades 
all things and has knowledge. 1321 Those 
who don't yet have the financial means to 
marry should keep themselves chaste 
until Allah enriches them from His 
bounty. 

Don't Prevent Bonded Servants 
from Working for Their Freedom 


Background Info... middle part v. 33 

Suba'ih, the servant of a man named 
Huwaytib, asked for an emancipation 
contract, but Huwaytib refused. This 
verse was revealed in response. (Asbab ul- 
Nuzul) 


, if any of your bonded servants 
ask you for a written contract (to buy 
their freedom), then give them one. If 
you've found them to be good (in 


character), then give them some money 
yourselves out of what Allah's provided 
you (to aid them in buying out their 
contracts). 



Don't Send Women 
into Prostitution 


Background Info... last part v. 33 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Ubayy had several 
slave girls, including two women named 
Mu’adhah and Musaykhah. In pre-lslamic 
days, he had forced them to become 
prostitutes to make money off of them. 
After Islam came to Medina, the women 
converted to Islam and were sincere in 
their conversions. 

They wanted to know if what they 
were being made to do was allowed in 
Islam, so Musaykhah, accompanied by 
her mother, went to the Prophet and 
asked about it. This verse was revealed 
forbidding the evil practice, and thus 
they were able to stop being a part of 
that unwholesome lifestyle. (Asbab ui-Nuzul) 


Don't turn your maid-servants into 
prostitutes just so you can make some 
money off the goods of this world, 
especially since they desire to be pure, 
though if any (evil man unlawfully) forces 
them (to be prostitutes), then even after 
(they've been) forced, Allah (will forgive 
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those maid-servants), for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. [ 33 ] 

And so We've sent down to you 
evident verses and examples from (the 
lives of) those who came before you, as a 
way of forewarning those who are 
mindful (of Allah). [ 34 ] 

Allah is the Light... 

/\llah is the Light 
of the heavens 
and the earth. 


Allah guides whomever He wants 
towards His Light, and (this is how) Allah 
gives examples to people, for Allah knows 
about all things, os] 


Background Info... v. 36-37 

It is said that this passage is a 
reference to a blacksmith and a sword 
maker, both of whom literally used to 
drop everything and rush to the masjid 
when the call to prayer was announced. 

(Qurtubi) 


The example of His Light is like a nook. 
Within that nook is a lamp, 
and the lamp is encased in glass. 

The glass resembles a star, 
glittering (like a pearl) 
whose (flame is) lit from a blessed tree - 
an olive (tree) - 

neither from the East nor the West, 
whose oil is glistening and glowing, even 
before it's been lit! 


Light upon Light! 



(His Light shines forth) in houses (of 
worship) that He's allowed to be built and 
sanctified, and in which His name is 
remembered and His glorification is done, 
both in the mornings and the evenings, 
by men who let neither business nor 

trade divert them from the 
remembrance of Allah, nor from 
establishing prayer nor from giving in 
charity. 
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They fear the day when hearts and 
eyes will be all aflutter (at the horrors of 
Judgment Day), os sti 

Thus, Allah will reward them according 
to the best of their deeds, and He's going 
to add even more for them besides out of 
His bounty, for Allah gives resources to 
whomever He wills without limitation, osi 

The Futile Works of this World 

deeds of those who cover over 
(their faith) are like a mirage in the desert, 
which a thirsty man mistakes for water, 
until he comes up to it and finds it to be 
nothing at all! 

He will, however, find Allah there with 
Him, and He's going to pay him back 
what is due to him, for Allah is quick to 
settle accounts. [ 39 ] 

(Their example is also) like (that of a 
man, trapped under) the darkness of a 
deep ocean, overwhelmed under a great 
wave, topped by another great wave, 
topped by a dark cloudiness - darkness in 
layers one above another! 



If he stretches out his hand (before his 
face), he can hardly see it! For the one 
who has not been granted any light from 
Allah, there can be no light! i-w] 

All Things Praise Allah in their 
Own Way 

Don't you see that all creatures 
within the heavens and the earth glorify 
Allah, even the birds as they fly with their 
wings spread out wide? 



Every (creature) knows how to make its 
own kind of prayer and glorification, and 
Allah knows what they're all doing, mi 

The control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah, and back to Allah 
is the final destination (of all things). i 42 j 

Don't you see that it's Allah Who 
moves the clouds gently, then joins them 
together and then piles them up in a 
heap? 

Then you see raindrops issuing from 
within them. (Don't you see that) He 
sends mountains of clouds down from 
the sky? 
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Hailstones come from within them, 
and He uses them to pelt whomever He 
wants, and He turns them away from 
whomever He wants. (Indeed,) the 
blinding flash of (one of) His lightning 
bolts can blind (your very) sight! (43i 

Allah alternates the night and the day, 
and in these (signs) are lessons for those 
who are perceptive. [44] 

Allah created every creature from 
water. Among them are some that crawl 
on their bellies, some that walk on two 
legs and others that walk on four. Allah 
creates whatever He wants, for Allah has 
power over all things, wsi 

And so it is that We've sent down 
evident signs, and Allah guides whomever 
He wants towards a straight path. [46] 

The Problem of False Obedience 


Background Info... v. 47-52 

A hypocrite named Bishr was 
disputing with a Jewish man over 
ownership of some land. The Jew 
wanted to go to Muhammad for a 
settlement, but the hypocrite wanted to 
go to another man for judgment, saying 
that Muhammad would not judge fairly. 
(Bishr knew he was in the wrong, and he 
wanted to go to K’ab ibn Ashraf, a 
Jewish chief, for a ruling.) This passage 
was revealed concerning this issue. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


( 1 he hypocrites) say," We believe in 
Allah and in the Messenger, and we 
obey," but even after (saying all of that), 
some of them turn away, for they're not 
(really) believers. [47] 

When they're called (to appear before) 
Allah and His Messenger, so He can judge 
between them, some of them refuse (to 
come)! [48] 

However, if the truth is on their side, 
then they'll come to (the Prophet), acting 
all cooperative and compliant. [49] 

Is it because there's a sickness in their 
hearts, or are they just uncertain, or are 
they afraid that Allah and His Messenger 
will treat them unfairly? No way! They're 
the ones in the wrong! poi 

The reply of the believers, when 
they're called (to appear) before Allah 
and His Messenger so He can judge 
between them, is nothing else besides, 

" We hear, and we obey." They're the 
ones who will be successful! (su 
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Whoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger and fears Allah, while being 
mindful of Him, will be among the 
winners. [521 

(The hypocrites) swear to Allah 
adamantly, claiming that if you but gave 
the command, they would leave (their 
homes and march with the militia in times 
of war). 

Tell them," Don't just swear on it, for 
actual obedience is a more fitting (way to 
prove your sincerity), and Allah is well- 
informed about what you're doing." p3i 

Say to them, "Obey Allah, and obey 
the Messenger, but if you turn away, then 
(the Prophet) is only responsible for his 
own duty, even as you're (only 
responsible) for what's been placed upon 
you. If you obey him, then you will be 
guided rightly, for the Messenger's only 
duty is to convey (the message) clearly." 

[ 54 ] 

Allah's Promise of Relief 
will come to Pass 


Background Info... v. 55 

In the early years of Islam, the 
Muslims were beleaguered and under 
fire from all sides. Some companions 
asked the Prophet, “Will there ever come 
a time when we can live in peace and put 
down our weapons?" The Prophet 
replied, "Yes, and that time is coming 
very soon." Then this verse was 
revealed. (Qurtubi) 


The Prophet also told his 
companions, “You won’t stay like this for 
long, and then each of you will sit in 
dignified meetings where there will be 
no (need for) weapons (at hand’s reach) 
anywhere.” (1 bn Kathir) 


y\llah has promised to those among 
you who believe and who do what's 
morally right that they'll inherit the land, 
even as He had granted it to those who 
came before them. 

(He's also promised) that He'll firmly 
establish the way of life that He's chosen 
for them and that He'll transform the fear 
that they've been living under into a 
sense of security. 

(In order for this to happen), they must 
serve only Me and not make any partners 
at all with Me. 

If anyone thanklessly covers over (their 
awareness of faith) after this, then they're 
rebellious and disobedient, tssi 

Be constant in prayer, and give in 
charity, as well. Obey the Messenger so 
you can receive (Allah's) mercy, tsej 

Never assume that the faithless are 
going to hold back (Allah's plan) in the 
land, for their resting place is in the Fire. 
Oh, how awful a place in which to reside! 

[ 57 ] 
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Teaching People 
to Respect Your Privacy 


Background Info... v. 58 

A woman named Asma' bint Marthid 
went to the Prophet and complained 
about how sometimes young children or 
servants were coming in upon her at 
home when she wasn't decently dressed. 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab also came to him 
with a similar complaint, and he asked if 
Allah could make a ruling about this 
situation, so people could have their 
privacy at home respected. This verse 
came in answer to this problem. 

(Asb ab ul-Nuzul ) 


An you who believe! Make your 
bonded servants and the young (children) 
among you ask your permission (before 
coming in a private room to see you) at 
these three times: before the pre-dawn 
prayer, when you've disrobed for an 
afternoon rest, and after the time of the 
late-night prayer has ended. 

These are the three times when 
(people are likely) to be undressed. 

Outside of these times, it isn't wrong 
for you or for them to move around and 
interact with each other (in the home). 
This is how Allah clearly (explains) the 
verses to you, for Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, [ssj 



After those young children among you 
reach puberty, they still must ask for 
permission, even as those older than they 
must, and (again) this is how Allah clearly 
(explains) His verses to you, for Allah is 
(indeed) full of knowledge and wisdom. 

[ 59 ] 

Elderly Women Have 
Fewer Dress Restrictions 

It isn't wrong for elderly women who 
are past the prime age of marriage to 
abandon wearing their outer cloak, as 
long as they don't display their beauty in 
an obvious manner. 

However, it's still best for them to be 
modest, for Allah listens and knows 
(about all things). [«» 
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Whose Homes are Open Freely for 
Dinner Parties? 

It isn't wrong for the blind, the 
handicapped, the ill, or yourselves if you 
eat (your meals) in your own homes, or in 
those of your fathers, your mothers, your 
brothers, your sisters, your father's or 
mother's brothers and sisters, or in homes 
to which you have the keys or in the 
homes of your close friends. 



Background Info... last part v. 61 

Some people of Medina wondered if 
it was allowed to eat alone, as was their 
habit before Islam. They felt guilty about 
it, thinking that since Islam emphasized 
community so much that it might also 
require communal family dinners. This 
part of the verse addresses that concern. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


It isn't wrong if you eat together or 
separately, but if you enter a home, then 
greet each other (with the words) of 
peace, blessings and goodness, (which 
are a greeting) from Allah. 


This is how Allah (explains) the verses 
for you, so you can understand (what 
proper manners are), ten 

How to Behave 

in the Presence of the Prophet 


Background Info... v. 62 

This verse was revealed while the 
Muslims were digging a trench in front of 
the city of Medina just before the Battle 
of the Trench in the year 626. Everyone 
was assigned a quota of digging - even 
the Prophet fulfilled his share - but some 
hypocrites would dig a little and then 
slink away. This verse was revealed 
about them. (Bayhaqi, Ibn ls-haq) 


True believers are those who believe 
in Allah and His Messenger. When 
they're with (the Prophet in the midst of 
important) communal affairs, they don't 
leave until they've asked him if they could 
be excused. 

Those who ask you to be excused are 
those who (have shown that) they believe 
in Allah and His Messenger, so when they 
ask you to be excused for some business 
of theirs, then excuse whomever you 
want, and ask Allah to forgive them, for 
Allah is forgiving and merciful. (621 

Don't consider the call (to attend a 
meeting) with the Messenger like any 
ordinary call from each other. 
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Allah knows those among you who slip 
away (from his meetings without asking 
permission), holding to some (lame) 
excuse. 

Let those who oppose the Messenger's 
command beware, for some chaotic 
situation might befall them, or a terrible 
punishment might afflict them. [ 63 ] 


There's no doubt that whatever is in 
the heavens and on the earth belongs to 
Allah. 

He knows what you're up to, and one 
day you're going to be brought back to 
Him. Then He's going to tell you the 
meaning of all that you did, for Allah 
knows about all things. [ 64 ] 


& 
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The Standard 

25 Al Furqan 
Middle Meccan Period 


3 d Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in response to the many challenges the Prophet was receiving from 
the Meccan pagans who were strong in their belief that there were many gods, not just one. They 
pointed to their idols made of wood, sticks and stone and challenged the Prophet to bring them 
proof more convincing than that physical evidence there before them. They also called into 
question the fact that the Prophet was not endowed with supernatural powers and lived as any 
other human being did. 

The Prophet was well into the public phase of his ministry and oftentimes found himself 
overwhelmed with questions, accusations and taunts. Through this chapter he was able both to 
steady his resolve and to answer many of the issues raised by his critics. Although the bulk of this 
chapter dates from the middle Meccan period, many scholars feel that verses 68-70 were revealed 
in Medina. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 

R, , , ~ VA/U . , They have no control over the harm or 

Messed be the One Who sent down J 

, , . , , good that befalls them, nor do they have 

the Standard to His servant, so it could , , 

any power over death, life or resurrection! 
be a warning to all the worlds, m [3] 

He's the One Who controls the The Accusations of the Critics 

heavens and the earth. He hasn't taken 
any son, nor does He have any partners in 
His dominion. 

He created everything and measured 
their proportion exactly. [2] 

Yet, still they've taken in His place 
other gods that can't create anything at 
all and that were themselves created! 


Background Info... v. 4-6 

This passage was revealed in response to 
the taunting of the popular Meccan poet, an- 
Nadr ibn al-Harith. He told his fellow Meccans 
one day, “By Allah, Muhammad cannot tell a 
better story than I, and his speech is only of old 
fables that he has copied, as have I.” He also 
said the quotes that are said in verses 4-5. (Asbab 
ul-Nuzul ) 
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The faithless say," This is all just a 
pack of lies that he's made up, and some 
people helped him do it!" They're the 
ones who've brought an unfair charge 
and an unsubstantiated accusation, m 

They say, “It's all just tales from long 
ago that he's ordered to be written down. 
They're being dictated to him in the 
morning and at night" pi 

Say to them," This (message) was sent 
down by the One Who knows the 
mysteries of the heavens and the earth, 
and He's forgiving and merciful." m 

Now they're saying," What kind of a 
'messenger' is this? He eats food (just like 
we do) and walks around in the markets! 
Why hasn't an angel been sent down to 
him to warn us alongside of him? Why 
hasn't he been given a treasure or a nice 
garden in which to have his meals?" 

Then these same evil (critics) say (to 
the believers), "You're following some 
kind of lunatic." p-si 

Do you see, (Muhammad,) how they're 
making you out to be? However, they're 
the mistaken ones, and they'll never be 
able to find a path (to salvation), m 

Blessed be the One Who could grant 
you far better things than those if He so 
desired: gardens beneath which rivers 
flow and lofty palaces! noi 


But no! They're just denying the Hour 
(of Judgment). We've prepared a raging 
blaze for all those who deny the Hour! mi 



When (Hellfire) sees them in the 
distance, they'll hear its fury and 
overwhelming roar, and when they're tied 
up together and cast into a tight crevice 
within, they'll beg to be obliterated at 
once! [12-13] 

"Don't beg forjust one obliteration 
today! Beg for endless obliteration!" mi 

Ask them, "Is that (fate) better or the 
Eternal Garden that’s been promised to 
the mindful?" That'll be their reward and 
also their final destination, tisi 

They'll have everything within for 
which they ever wished, and they can 
dwell within it forever. Now that's a 
promise from your Lord for which to 
pray! m 

On the day when He's going to gather 
them all together - they and the things 
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they used to worship besides Allah - He's 
going to ask (those objects of worship), 
"Are you the ones who led My servants 
astray, or did they veer off the path by 
themselves?" [i7] 

“Glory be to You!" they'll cry. "It 
wasn't our right to take any protectors 
besides You. You provided them with 
abundance, and their ancestors, too, until 
they finally forgot the message. Thus, 
they were (proven to be) a worthless 
bunch of people!" usi 

(Then Allah will say to the sinners), 
"Now (your idols have testified) that what 
you've been saying is a lie! Now you can 
no longer avoid (the punishment you 
deserve), nor will you (find anyone) to 
help you. Anyone among you who did 
wrong will now suffer a massive 
punishment." iwj 

The messengers that We sent before 
you, (Muhammad), were no more than 
(ordinary men) who ate food and walked 
through the markets, and that's how 
We've made some of you (people) to be 
a test for others. Won't you be patient 
then, for your Lord is watching? poj 

They do Nothing but Deny 

Those who think that they're never 
going to meet Us say, "So why aren't any 
angels being sent down to us? Why 
aren't we seeing our Lord (face to face)?' 


They think so highly of themselves, and 
their audacity is enormous! p« 

When the day comes that they finally 
do see the angels, the sinners won't have 
any good news at all that day! They'll cry 
out (in fear), "(Where can we hide) to be 
safe?" P 2 i 

Then We'll turn towards whatever 
(good) deeds they (accumulated in this 
life) and transform them into mere 
scattered dust! p3] 

On that same day, however, the 
companions of the Garden will have the 
best place of rest and the finest 
sanctuary! p4] 

The Remorse of an Apostate 


Background Info... v. 25-31 

This passage was revealed with 
regards to ‘Uqbah ibn Mu’ayt. ‘Uqbah 
used to be friendly with Muhammad and 
often invited him over to dinner. When 
Muhammad became a prophet, he told 
‘Uqbah that he would no longer be able 
to dine with him unless he stated that 
there was only one God and that 
Muhammad was His messenger. ‘Uqbah 
repeated the words right away. 

The next day, Ubayy ibn Khalaf, a 
severe critic of the Prophet, found out 
about ‘Uqbah’s apparent conversion, 
and he was very angry with him. Ubayy 
confronted ‘Uqbah about it, and even 
though ‘Uqbah protested that he only 
said what he said to please Muhammad, 
Ubayy wasn’t convinced. 
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After a lot of arguing, Ubayy got 
‘Uqbah to renounce Islam. To confirm 
his rejection of Islam, Ubayy told him to 
disrespect Muhammad publicly. Thus, 
‘Uqbah went out and either spit in the 
Prophet’s face or threw animal guts on 
him in the street. The predicted cries of 
men such as ‘Uqbah on Judgment Day 
are contained in verses 27-29. (Qurtubi, 

Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


day when the sky will be 
shredded by a (descending) cloud, angels 
will descend (from within it) in ranks! 

That will be the day when ultimate 
control will rightfully belong to the 
Compassionate. 

It's going to be a sore day for those 
who covered over (their ability to 
believe). [25-26] 

That's the day when the one who did 
wrong will bite his hands and say, "If only 
I would've joined with the Messenger on 
a path (to truth)! 

"I'm doomed! If only I would've never 
taken (Shaytan) for a friend! He led me 
away from the message after it had come 
to me! Shaytan is a traitor to all 
humanity!" [ 2 S- 29 ] 


confront), but your Lord is (powerful) 
enough to guide and to help. p« 

Then the faithless ask, "So why isn't the 
Qur'an revealed to him all at once?" (It's 
being revealed at this gradual pace) so 
We can strengthen your heart with it, for 
We're releasing it in slow, well-ordered 
stages. [321 

They don't bring any issue before you 
without Us revealing to you the most 
straightforward and appropriate 
counterpoint. [33] 

Those who will be cast down prone on 
their faces as they're being gathered 
together for Hellfire will be in the worst 
position and the farthest off the way! [34] 

Other Messengers have been 
Opposed 

/\nd so it was that We sent the Book 
to Moses and set up his brother Aaron to 
be his assistant, psi 

We told them, "Go, both of you, to the 
people who've denied Our signs. " Then 
We destroyed (those people) completely! 

[ 36 ] 



Then the Messenger will say, "My Lord! 
My people took this Qur'an as a joke." poj 

And so We've set up an adversary for 
every prophet from among the bad 
people (among his nation, whom he must 


Just like Noah's people - when they 
denied the messengers, We drowned 
them all and made (their story a lasting) 
legacy for people (to remember). We've 
prepared a painful punishment for the 
wrongdoers! 
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And (what of) the 'Ad, Thamud, and 
the Companions of the Shallow Pool, and 
the many generations that passed 
between them! [38] 



We sent examples to each of them (to 
convince them to believe), but then We 
ruined them completely (on account of 
their sins). [39] 

Already (these pagans of Mecca) must 
have passed by the (remnants of) the 
nation (of Sodom and Gomorrah), which 
(was destroyed) under an awful shower 
(of brimstone and fire). 

Haven't they seen (that broken land)! 
But no! They never expect that they'll be 
raised to life again! hoi 

When they see you, they treat you 
with scorn, saying, “Is 'this' the one whom 
Allah sent as a messenger? He almost 
got us to abandon our gods, except we 
were so stable (in our devotion to them)." 

Soon enough, when they see the 
punishment before them, they'll know 
who was the farthest off the path! [ 4 i- 42 i 


Have you seen the one who takes his 
own whims for a god? Could you ever 
manage his affairs? [43] 

Do you think that most of them are 
listening to you or understanding you? 

They're nothing more than cattle! 
Even more than that, they're the furthest 
astray! [44] 

Take Note of the Signs of Allah's 
Power 

Have you ever noticed how your 
Lord lengthens the shadow, (as the 
afternoon progresses)? 

If He had wanted, He could've made it 
stand still, but We've made the sun to be 
its guide, and then We draw it in towards 
Us in slow, easy stages. [45-46] 

He's the One Who made the night as a 
cloak for you and sleep as your manner 
of rejuvenation, even as He made the 
daylight for going abroad once more. [ 47 ] 

He's the One Who sends the winds as 
heralds of good news going forth from 
the hands of His mercy. We send 
cleansing water pouring down from 
the sky and use it to give life to the 
barren land, and also to quench the thirst 
of the herd animals and the many 
peoples that We've created. [48-49i 
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And so We distribute it among them 
so they can remember (the gifts We give 
to them), but most people are thankless. 

[ 50 ] 

If We had wanted, We could've sent a 
warner to every town (in the world). So 
don't pay attention to those who cover 
over (their faith), but rather strive against 
them using (the logic) of this (Qur'an) 
with your utmost capacity. [51-52] 

He's the One Who let loose the two 
types of flowing waters: one is fresh and 
sweet, while the other is salty and bitter. 
Yet, He made a firm barrier between 
them. [53] 



He's the One Who created mortals 
from water, (and then He) established ties 
of lineage and marriage, for your Lord 
has also measured (the form of human 
society). [54] 

Yet, still they're worshipping things 
besides Allah that can bring them neither 
benefit nor harm! The rejecter (of truth) is 
ever a collaborator against his Lord! tss) 

We didn't send you for any other 
purpose than to give good news and 
warnings, so say to them, "I'm not asking 


you for any reward (for this choice I lay 
before you) that each of you should 
choose whether or not he would like to 
take a path towards his Lord." [56-57] 

Put your trust in the One Who's always 
alive and never dies. Glorify His praise, 
for He's capable enough to know the 
shortcomings of His servants, psi 

He's the One Who created the heavens 
and the earth and everything in between 
them in six stages, and then He mounted 
the throne (of power). (He's) the 
Compassionate! Just ask anyone who 
has information (about Him)! [59] 

When they're told, "Get down and 
bow yourselves to the Compassionate," 
they say," Who's the Compassionate? Are 
we really supposed to bow down to what 
you're ordering us?" Thus, their dislike (of 
Allah) grows! teoi 

Blessed be the One Who placed 
constellations in the sky and Who placed 
therein a lamp and a lighted moon, ten 

He's the One Who made the night and 
the day to follow each other (as a sign) 
for any who wish to be reminded or who 
wish to be thankful, m 

Walking the Path of Salvation 

(true) servants of the 
Compassionate are those who walk 
humbly through the earth. Whenever the 
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ignorant try to engage them (in futile 
argument), they say to them, "Peace." [ 63 ] 

(Allah's true servants) are those who 
pass the night in worship, prostrating and 
standing (obediently). ( 64 i 

They're the ones who 
pray, "Our Lord! Steer the 
punishment of Hellfire 
away from us, for its 
punishment is horrible. Oh, 
what an awful place in 
which to reside, and (what 
an awful place in which) to 
rest." [ 65 - 66 ] 

When they spend (in charity), they're 
neither extravagant nor stingy but 
maintain a position in between, m 

They never call upon anyone else 
besides Allah, nor do they ever take any 
life that Allah made sacred, except for a 
just cause, nor do they commit adultery 
or fornication. 

Anyone who does those things will 
have to pay the price, and the 
punishment (he'll face) on the Day of 
Assembly will be doubled for him. 

He'll stay there in disgrace unless he 
repents, believes and does what's morally 
right (before he leaves this life), for then 
Allah will transform his evil (nature) into 
goodness, for Allah is forgiving and 
merciful. [68-70] 


Whoever repents and does what's 
morally right has genuinely repented to 
Allah. [7i] 

(Allah's true servants) are those who 
(keep themselves away from situations) 
where they would witness fraud or 
corruption. If they pass by foolishness, 
they pass by it with dignity, ra 

Whenever (Allah's true servants) are 
admonished with their Lord's (revealed) 
verses, they don't act as if they're deaf or 
blind to them. [731 

They're the ones who pray, "Our Lord! 
Grant us spouses and children who will be 
a comfort to our eyes, and make us 
leaders in righteousness." [ 74 ] 

These are the ones who will be 
rewarded with a tall place (in Paradise) 
because of their perseverance, and 
they're the ones who will be met with 
welcome and peace, psi 

They'll stay there, and oh, what a 
pretty place in which to live, and (what a 
pretty place in which) to rest! [ 76 ] 

(So now say to the faithless), "My Lord 
won't have any regard for you unless you 
call upon Him, but you're denying (Him), 
so soon your (lack of faith) will keep you 
tied (to an awful doom)." [771 
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The Poets 

26 Ash Shu'ara' 
Middle Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca persistently denied the message of the Prophet. They made up 
one excuse after another for rejecting it. These ranged from denying that their idols were false 
inventions to complaints that Muhammad ( P ) wasn’t showing them spectacular miracles. This 
chapter opens with words of encouragement to the Prophet that he shouldn’t let grief and sorrow 
over the disbelief of his people weigh down too heavily upon him. Thereafter, it discusses, in 
various ways and through various stories of the past, that Allah’s signs are evident both in nature 
and in the course of human history. 

It must be remembered that Muhammad ( P ) was given powerful miracles, as well, such as the 
Qur’an, itself (a nearly illiterate man from Arabia suddenly spouting literature and poetry of the 
highest order, whose message was more than mere poetry), to more concrete things such as 
making true predictions, making the moon appear to split, and preaching a message that brought 
out the very best in its followers. However, the pagans made excuses for those things, as well. 

(Not finding any human explanation for the Qur’an, they took to saying Muhammad ( P ) was 
possessed by a jinn who gave him the words. For the moon, they said Muhammad ( P ) had cast a 
spell over them and bewitched their eyes. For the good conduct of his followers, they said his 
followers were just low common people who didn’t know any better.) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




1 a. Seen. Meem. m 

These are the verses of the clear Book. 
Maybe you'll worry yourself to death 
because they won't believe. p-3i 

If We had wanted, We could've sent a 
miracle from the sky down upon them 
that would've definitely made them bow 
their necks in humility! w 


However, a fresh reminder from the 
Compassionate never comes to them 
without their turning away from it. [si 

And so it is that they've denied (this 
message). Yet, (the effects) of the 
prophecy at which they're laughing will 
soon come down upon them! m 

Haven't they looked at the earth and 
how many wonderful pairs of things 
We've grown upon it? m 





These are indeed miracles, but most of 
them put no faith (in them). [8] Yet, even 
still, your Lord is the Powerful and the 
Merciful! pi 

Moses and Aaron 
are Sent to Pharaoh 

en your Lord called out to 
Moses, He said, "Go to the people of 
corruption! Go to the people of 
Pharaoh. Won't they be mindful (of 
Allah)?" ( 10 -in 

(Moses) said, “My Lord! I'm afraid 
they're going to call me a liar! (I’m 
afraid) that / might be stricken with fright 
and that I might stammer in my words! 

So send (my brother) Aaron (along with 
me to help). ti2-i3j 

"What's more, I've been charged with 
a crime (in that land), and I'm afraid 
they're going to kill me." [i4] 

"By no means!" (Allah) replied. "Both 
of you go forth with Our signs, for We're 
going to be with you, and We're going to 
listen (to your prayers), us] 


"Go then to Pharaoh and say to him, 
'We've been sent by the Lord of AH the 
Worlds, so send the Children of Israel 
with us!"' [16-17] 

The Showdown 

en they arrived in Egypt and 
delivered their message to Pharaoh), he 
said (to Moses), "Didn't we take care of 
you as a child, and didn't you live among 
us for many years of your life? 

"Then you (killed a man) like you did, 
and you were thankless (for all our 
kindness towards you)!" [is-ioi 

“I did do it,” (Moses) answered, “but it 
was a mistake, and I ran away from you 
because I feared you. Since then my Lord 
has granted me soundjudgment and has 

chosen me to be one of the messengers. 

[ 20 - 21 ] 


"What's more, 
for what ‘favor’ 
are you scolding 
me? You're 
keeping the 
Children of Israel 
in slavery!" [ 22 \ 

"Andjust who is this 'Lord of All the 
Worlds' (of whom you speak)?" (Pharaoh) 
asked, p3i 
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" The Lord of the heavens and the 
earth," (Moses) answered, "and 
everything in between, if you really want 
to be sure." [ 24 ] 

"Doyou hear that?" { Pharaoh) said to 
those around him. [ 25 ] 

"(He's) your Lord and the Lord of your 
ancestors from the very beginning," 
(Moses) continued. [26] 

"This 'messenger' who's been sent to 
you (Hebrews) is crazy!" (Pharaoh) 
exclaimed, m 

"{He's) the Lord of the East and the 
West and all points in between," (Moses) 
intoned, "ifyou only understood !" psi 



(Then Pharaoh addressed his court), 
saying, "If any of you choose a god other 
than me, then I'll put you in prison!" 1291 

" Even if I was able to bring you 
something that clearly (proves the truth 
of what I'm saying)?" (Moses) asked, poi 

" Then bring it on, if you're really so 
honest!" (Pharaoh) replied. 

So (Moses) threw his staff down, and 
suddenly it became a serpent, clear (as 
day)! Then he drew out his hand, and it 
glowed white (light) for all to see! [32-33] 

Moses Duels With the Sorcerers 

(Pharaoh whispered) to his nobles 
around him, "Now that's one skilled 
sorcerer, but his aim is to drive you (and 
me) out of the country with his magic, so 
what do you suggest (we do)?" [34-35] 

"Keep him and his brother 
preoccupied," (his nobles replied), "and 
then send couriers to every settlement to 
collect back to you all of our most skilled 
sorcerers." [36-37] 

Then the sorcerers were gathered in 
due course for the reserved day (of the 
showdown), psi 

The spectators were asked, "Are you all 
gathered here (and ready to watch), so 
we can all (reaffirm our faith) in the ways 
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(of our master Pharaoh) if the sorcerers 
win?" [39-40] 

When the sorcerers arrived, they (first) 
addressed Pharaoh, saying. "Of course, 
(we assume) we're going to be well 
rewarded if we win?' mi 

"Of course," (Pharaoh answered), “and 
when you (do win), you're going to be 
(promoted) to my inner (council)." [42] 

Moses said to them, "Cast whatever 
you're going to cast!" [43] 

So they threw down their ropes and 
their rods and chanted, "By the power of 
Pharaoh, we shall be victorious." m 

Then Moses threw down his staff, and 
(suddenly it became a huge serpent). It 
swallowed up all the tricks they had 
devised! [ 45 ] 

Then (the stunned) sorcerers fell down 
and lay prostrate (on their faces.) " We 
believe in the Lord of All the Worlds," 
(they cried), "the Lord of Moses and 
Aaron!" [46-48] 

(Pharaoh was shocked, and) said, 

" Have you believed in him before you 
have my permission? He must have been 
your leader all along - the one who 
taught you magic! 

"Well, soon you'll know (who has the 
real power), for I'm going to cut your 


hands and feet off from opposite sides, 
and then I'll hang you all from wooden 
stakes (to die)!" m 

“It doesn't matter (whatyou do to us)," 
they replied, "for we're going back to our 
Lord (after we die). We only hope that 
our Lord will forgive us for our mistakes, 
given that we were (among) the first (of 
our people) to believe." tso-su 

The Great Escape 

We inspired Moses, saying, "Travel 
with My servants by night, for you're 
certainly going to be pursued." Then 
Pharaoh sent heralds to every city (to 
gather his forces.) 152 - 53 ) 



(When the army was assembled, he 
said to them)," Those (Hebrews) are only 
a small group, and they've brazenly 
defied us. 

"Now we're gathered in our 
multitudes, and we were warned well 
enough in advance (of their plots). [54-56] 
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"That's why we expelled them (from 
our land) and from (its) gardens and 
springs and wealth. (So it was / who 
deprived them of) their noble position!" 

(57 58 ) 

Well there it is, but We made the 
Children of Israel inherit those (very same 
things when We established them in the 
fertile land of Palestine), tssi 

Meanwhile, (the hordes of Pharaoh) 
pursued (the Hebrews) at dawn, and 
when the two groups saw each other, 
Moses' people cried out, "Surely we're 
going to be overtaken!" w-m 

"By no means!" (Moses) cried out, "for 
My Lord is with me, and He will guide me 
(in what to do next)!" [62i 

Then We inspired Moses: "Nowstrike 
the sea with your staff!" Then it divided 
in two, and each of the sides became as 
solid as cliffs! ( 63 ] 


' J ' \ ' 



We made (the pursuers) come close 
(to the center of the path as they pursued 
the Hebrews in their blind rage). And 
then We saved Moses and everyone else 
who was with him, while We drowned 
all the rest! [m-ki 

There is indeed a sign in this (story), 
but most of them don't believe (enough 
to see it). Your Lord is the Powerful and 
the Merciful. ( 67 - 68 } 

Abraham and His Father Speak 

Narrate for them (something of) 
Abraham's (story). He said to his father 
and people, "What are you worshipping?" 

[69 70 ] 

" We're worshipping idols, "they 
replied, "and we're utterly devoted to 
them." [ 7 i] 

"But do they hear you when you call 
(on them)?" (Abraham) asked. "Do they 
bring you any good (when you 
worship them) or cause you any 
harm (ifyou neglect them)?" (72-731 

"Not at all!" they replied. 
"However, we found our ancestors 
doing like this, also." t 74 i 

"Haveyou taken a good took at 
what you've been worshipping," 
(Abraham) asked, "bothyou and 
your ancestors before you? 
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"(All those things) are my enemies 
except for the Lord of AH the Worlds. 175 771 



"(He's) the One Who created me, 

Who's guiding me and Who provides my 
food and drink. When I'm sick, He cures 

me. [ 78 - 80 ] 

"(He's the) One Who will cause me to 
die and bring me back to life, and He's 
the One Who, I hope, will forgive my 
faults on the Day of Judgment." isi-mi 

(Abraham then prayed), "My Lord! 
Endow me with wisdom, and make me 
one of the righteous. Let (my reputation 
be carried) on the tongues of honest 
(people) in coming (generations). Make 
me one of those who inherit the Garden 
of Delight." [ 83 -S 5 ] 

"Forgive my father, for he's among the 
mistaken. Don't let me suffer any 
disgrace on the Day of Resurrection, the 
day when no amount of wealth or 
children will do any good, (and when 
everyone will lose) except for the one 
who presents a submissive heart to Allah." 

[86-89] 


There are no Second Chances 

Garden will be brought near to 
those who were mindful (of Allah), while 
the Fire will come in full view of those 
who were hopelessly lost. [90-911 

Then they'll be asked, "Where are 
those things you used to worship besides 
Allah? Can they help you now? Can they 
even help themselves?" [92-931 

Then they'll be thrown inside of it, 
both the (idols) and those who were 
hopelessly lost, along with the hordes of 
Iblis all together! [94-951 

After they're inside (of Hell), they're 
going to argue (with their lifeless idols), 
saying, "By Allah we were clearly mistaken 
when we thought you were equal with 
the Lord of All the Worlds. [96-98] 

"What were they, those (people) who 
seduced us (into idol-worship), except for 
wicked (liars)! Now we have no one to 
speak out for us nor a single friend to feel 
(sympathy for us). [99-1011 

"If only we had the chance to go back 
(to our former lives), then we would 
surely be among the believers!" [1021 

There is a sign in this (realization of 
theirs); yet, most of them don't believe. 
Yet, even still, your Lord is the Powerful 
and Merciful One. [103-1041 
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The People of Noah Denied 


iNfoah' 


s people denied the 


messengers, uosi 


And so We saved him and those who 
were with him in a crowded boat, and 
then We drowned all those who remained 
behind. 1119-1201 


Noah, their brother, said to them, 

" Won't you be mindful (of Allah)? I’m a 
trustworthy messenger for you, so be 
mindful of Allah and obey me. cioe-ioai 

"I'm not asking you for any reward for 
this (preaching), because my reward is 
due from none other than the Lord of All 
the Worlds, so be mindful of Allah and 
obey me!" tiw-uo] 


"Should we believe in you," they asked, 
"seeing that only low class people are 
following you?" [uu 

"Just what do / know about what 
they're doing?" he replied. "Their 
account is with none other than my Lord, 
if you only understood. [112-113] 

Tm not going to drive away those 
who believe, for I'm no more than a dear 
warner!" hm-hsj 


There is a sign in this; yet, most of 
them don't believe. Yet, even still, your 

Lord is the Powerful and Merciful One. 

[ 121 - 122 ] 

The People of ‘Ad Denied 

The (people of) 'Ad denied the 
messengers. Hud, their brother, said to 
them," Won't you be mindful (of Allah)? 
I'm a trustworthy messenger for you, so 
be mindful of Allah and obey me. 

Tm not asking you for any reward for 
this (preaching), because my reward is 
due from none other than the Lord of All 

the Worlds." [ 123 - 127 ] 



"If you don't stop (what you're doing), 
they threatened, "then we're going to 
stone you!" me] 

" My Lord!" (Noah) cried. "My people 
have denied me, so make an open 
decision between us, and save me and 
those believers who are with me!" tm-usi 


"Are you erecting monuments on 
every high place just to amuse 
yourselves? Are you constructing 
buildings for yourselves that will last 
forever? When you exercise your power, 
will you do it with more force than 
necessary? 
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"Be mindful of Allah, and obey me! Be 
mindful of the One Who taught you 
everything you know and Who gave you 
livestock and children and gardens and 
springs. I fear for you the punishment of 
an awful day." 1128-135) 

"It's all the same to us,"they said, 

“ whether you inform us or don't inform 
us, for (your teachings) are no more than 
the invention of the ancients. We're 
certainly never going to get any kind of 
punishment!" [i 36 -i 3 «] 

Then they denied him, so We 
destroyed them. There is a sign in this; 
yet, most of them don't believe. Yet, 
even still, your Lord is the Powerful and 
Merciful One. [139-MO] 

The People of Thamud Denied 

e (people of) Thamud denied the 
messengers. Salih, their brother, said to 
them," Won't you be mindful (of Allah)? 
I'm a trustworthy messenger for you, so 
be mindful of Allah and obey me. I'm not 
asking you for any reward for this 
(preaching), because my reward is due 
from none other than the Lord of All the 
Worlds." [ 141 - 145 ] 

"(Do you think) you're just going to be 
left alone in safety with all that you have 
here, with (your) gardens and springs and 
crops and fruitful date palms? You 
confidently carve your homes out of 
mountain sides, (but that won't keep you 


safe from Allah's wrath), so be mindful of 
Allah and obey me. 

"Don't obey (the ways) of the high and 
mighty who cause chaos and disorder in 
the land and improve nothing." [U6-152] 

"You've been bewitched!" they cried. 
"You're no more than a mortal man like 
the rest of us. So bring us a miracle if 
you're telling the truth!" [153-154] 

"Here's a camel," he replied. “She has 
her turn to drink (water from the well), 
and you'll have your turn to water (your 
animals) on your reserved day. 

“Don't let any harm come to her, or 
punishment will take hold of you on an 
awful day." uss-ise] 



Then they crippled her, and although 
they came to regret it, the punishment 
seized them nonetheless. 

There is a sign in this; yet, most of 
them don't believe. Yet, even still, your 
Lord is the Powerful and Merciful One. 

[ 157 - 159 ] 



482 


The People of Lot Denied 


The people of Lot denied the 
messengers. Lot, their brother, said to 
them," Won't you be mindful (of Allah)? 
I'm a trustworthy messenger for you, so 
be mindful of Allah and obey me." [i 6 o-i 63 ] 


7 detest what you're doing!" he 
replied. "My Lord! Save me and my 
family from what they're doing!" uss-ieg] 

So we saved him and his family all 
together, save for an old woman who 
remained behind, [no-mi 


J 
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Then We destroyed (the others) to the 
last (man)! We rained a shower (of 
brimstone) down upon them, and it was a 
terrible downpour upon those who had 
been warned! tm-mi 

There is a sign in this; yet, most of 
them don't believe. Yet, even still, your 
Lord is the Powerful and Merciful One. 

[ 174 - 175 ] 


"I'm not asking you for any reward for 
this (preaching), because my reward is 
due from none other than the Lord of All 
the Worlds, umi 

"Out of (everyone available to you) in 
the whole world, are you approaching 
(other) men (foryour lusts) and leaving 
behind the ones whom your Lord created 
for you to be your mates? 

"No way! You're a people who are 
completely out of control!" iies-ieei 

"Ifyou don't stop (whatyou're 
saying ),"they threatened ,"then we're 
going to drive you away! n 67 ] 


The People of Madyan Denied 

The Companions of the Thicket 
denied the messengers, inq 

Shu'ayb said to them, "Won'tyou be 
mindful (of Allah)? I'm a trustworthy 
messenger for you, so be mindful of Allah 
and obey me. [177-179] 

"I'm not asking you for any reward for 
this (preaching), because my reward is 
due from none other than the Lord of AH 
the Worlds." 11m 

"Measure (what you sell) fairly, and 
don't shortchange, and weigh with 
accurate scales, im-isa 
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"Don't withhold what people are 
owed, and don't cause chaos and 
disorder in the land. Be mindful of the 
One Who created you and the people of 

old." [ 183 - 184 ] 

" You've been bewitched!" they cried. 

" You're no more than a mortal man like 
the rest us, and we think you're a liar. So 
make a piece of the sky fall down upon us 
if you're really telling the truth!" n 8 s-i 87 i 

"My Lord knows best about what 
you're doing."he replied. And so they 
denied him and thus were seized with 
punishment on a dark and gloomy day - 
and that was a tremendous day of 
punishment! uss i 89 i 

There is a sign in this; yet, most of 
them don't believe. Yet, even still, your 
Lord is the Powerful and Merciful One. 

[ 190 - 191 ] 

So Now Listen to Allah 

, this revelation is from the Lord 
of All the Worlds. It was revealed by the 
Trusted Spirit to your heart, so you could 
become a warner in the plain Arabic 
language. tiM-wsi 

For sure, it was (predicted) in (the holy 
books) of old, so isn't it proof enough for 
them that the scholars among the 
Children of Israel knew about it? 1196-197] 


If We would've revealed it to a non- 
Arabic speaker, and if he would've (tried 
to) recite it (with an accent) to them, then 
they would never have believed in it. uss 

199 ] 

That's how We've caused the bad 
people to (reject it) in their hearts (of 
their own accord, after hearing its 
message recited clearly). They're not 
going to believe in it until they see the 
painful punishment. 1200-2011 

Even still, it's going to come upon 
them suddenly when they're not 
expecting it, and then they're going to 
cry," Won't we get any break?" [202-203] 

So are they asking for Our punishment 
to be hurried on? [204] 

What do you think? (Should We) let 
them enjoy themselves for a few years 
longer and then bring down upon them 
what they've been promised? 120s 2061 

Oh, but nothing they enjoyed will do 
them any good then! We never 
destroyed any town without (sending) 
warners to remind (them about Allah) 
first, and We were never unfair (to any of 
them). [ 207 - 209 ] 

Evil Cannot Produce Good 

(Qur'an) is not being revealed by 
any devils, for it's not in agreement with 
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(their values), nor could they ever (make 
something like this). 1210-2111 

On the contrary, they're far removed 
from ever even hearing (anything like this 
from their own kind)! [2121 

Don't call upon any other deity 
besides Allah, for if you do, then you'll be 
punished. 12131 



Warn your nearest relatives, and lower 
your wing (in kindness) to the believers 
who follow you. 1214-2151 

If they ever disobey you, then say, "I'm 
not responsible for what you've done." 12101 

Trust in the Powerful and Merciful, 

Who sees you standing upright (when 
you pray), even as He sees your 


movements when you're among (people) 
who are prostrating (to Allah in unison). 
He is the Hearing and the Knowing. 1217-2201 

Poetry can be Positive or Negative 

Should I inform you about those 
upon whom the devils really descend? 

[221J 

They descend upon every lying, sinful 
(fortune-teller), who listens to (the evil 
things) that they're told, and most of 
them are liars. 1222-2231 

As (for the slanderous words) of 
(hostile) poets, only the hopelessly lost 
follow them. 12241 

Haven't you seen how they wander 
aimlessly in every valley and how they 
speak about things they don't even do? 

[225-226J 

Exempted (from this blanket 
condemnation) are those (poets) who 
believe and do what's morally right, and 
who remember Allah often and defend 
themselves (in verse) only after they've 
been unfairly attacked. 

Soon enough those who are wrong 
will know by what kind of damage they're 
going to be vanquished! 12271 
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The Ant 

27 An-Naml 
Middle Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter has some stories about the lives of a few prophets from olden times. There are 
many lessons that can be taken from this chapter. Thus, it is something of a “teachable moment” 
for those who listen to it and think about its meanings. This chapter also introduces the idea that 
non-human creatures also communicate with each other and that some human beings could also 
leam to communicate with them. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Tfl. Seen. 

These are the verses of the Qur'an and 
the clear Book, m (It's) a guide and a 
source of good news for the believers. 121 

They're the ones who establish 
prayers, give in charity, and have full 
confidence of the next life, pj 

We're going to make the deeds of 
those who don't believe in the next life 
appear dazzling to them so they can 
wander around confused, w 

They're the ones who will have a 
painful punishment, and in the next life 
they're going to be losers, tsj 

As for you, (Muhammad,) you're 
receiving the Qur'an from the very 
presence of a wise and knowing Being, [si 


Moses was Chosen 

iVloses said to his family, "I noticed 
a fire (on the mountain). I'll (go there) 
and bring you some news 
(if it's from a traveler's 
campfire), or (if not,) then 
I'll at least bring you a 
burning branch to light our 
campfire so you can be 
warm." m 

When he approached the fire, a voice 
called out, "Blessed be whoever is within 
this fire, and whoever is around it, and all 
glory be to Allah, the Lord of All the 
Worlds, pi 

"Moses! I am Allah, the Powerful and 
the Wise, m Now throw your staff down 
(on the ground)!" 
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(So Moses did as he was told), but 
when he saw it start to move and wiggle 
like a snake, he turned to run away. 

"Moses! Don't be afraid, for in My 
presence those who are messengers need 
not fear, but if any commit injustice and 
then afterwards trade their evil ways for 

good; yet, still, I'm forgiving and merciful. 

[ 10 - 11 ] 

"Now put your hand in your cloak, and 
it will come away blazing white (even 
though you won't be burned). (These are 
but two) of the nine (miraculous) signs for 
Pharaoh and his people, for they're a 
rebellious people." 1121 

When Our signs reached (the court of 
Pharaoh), so they might open their eyes, 
they said instead," This is obviously 
magic!" mi 

Thus, they arrogantly scoffed at them, 
even though they were convinced of 
them deep down in their souls. Then just 
see how we terminate the disobedient! 

[14] 

Solomon and the Hoopoe 

And so it was that We gave 
knowledge to David and Solomon, and 
they both declared, "Praise be to Allah, 
Who favored us above so many of His 
believing servants!" usi 

Solomon was David's heir, and he 
announced, "Allyou people! We've been 


taught the language of the birds, and 
we've been given (knowledge) of so 
many things. This is clearly a favor (from 
Allah)." [i6] 

The crowds of jinns and men were 
lined up at attention before Solomon, 
along with the birds, and they were all 
kept in ranks. [17] 

(He marched with them) until they 
came to a valley full of ants. One of the 
ants (was alarmed), and she said, “Allyou 
ants! Get in your homes, or Solomon and 
his huge (army) might crush you without 
even knowing it!"m 



(Solomon) smiled, amused at what she 
said, and he exclaimed, "My Lord! Grant 
me the capacity to be grateful for all Your 
favors, which You've bestowed upon me 
and my parents, so / can do what's right 
and pleasing to You. Admit me, through 
Your mercy, into the company of Your 
righteous servants." mi 

(One day) he was taking a roll call of 
the birds and said," Why don't / see the 
hoopoe? Is he absent without leave? 120] 
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I'll definitely punish him severely or even 
slaughter him, unless he brings me a 
good excuse." [2ij 



The hoopoe wasn't long in coming, 
though, and he gave his report, saying, 
"I'm coming to you with a report about 
something of which you 're unaware. I've 
just come back from (the land of) Sheba, 
and / have an accurate report. [221 

7 found a woman there who was 
ruling over them with every necessary 
resource of authority, and she also had a 
magnificent throne." (231 

"I found her and her people 
worshipping the sun in place of Allah. 
Shaytan has truly made their actions 
seem dazzling to their eyes. 

"He's kept them away from the path, 
so they're without the guidance that 
would prompt them to worship Allah 
alone, the One Who brings to light what's 


hidden within the heavens and the earth 
and Who knows what you hide and show. 
Allah! There is no god but He, the Lord 
of the throne of glory!" [24261 

(Solomon) said," We'll soon see 
whether you told the truth or not. \zt ] Go 
and carry this letter of mine, and deliver it 
to them. Then stand back, and wait (for 

the reply) that they'll send back with you." 

[28] 


The Queen of Sheba 


(The Queen of Sheba, addressed her 
court), saying, "Allyou nobles! A regal 
letter has been delivered to me. [291 It's 
from Solomon, and it reads as follows: 


'In the Name of Allah, the 
Compassionate, the Merciful. [30] 


Don't be too proud to (accept 
my request), so come to me 
submissively.' m 





"AHyou nobles," she then asked, 
"counsel me what I should do about this 
situation, for I've never decided any issue 
without your counsel." p2] 


" We're a powerful nation," they said, 
"and we can wage fierce warfare, but it's 
your decision, so think deeply on what 
you will command." [33) 
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" When kings enter a land," she mused, 
"they ruin it and turn the best of its 
people into the worst, and that's just 
what they do." [ 34 ] 


(However, another jinn) who was well- 
versed in knowledge of the scripture said, 
Til bring it to you in the twinkling of an 
eye." 


(Then she said), "I'm going to send 
him a gift, and then I'll see with what 
(response) my ambassadors will return." 

(35] 

When (the ambassadors bearing gifts) 
came to Solomon, he said to them, "Are 
you going to bring me mere treasure, 
when what Allah has already given me is 
far better than what He's given to you! 

No way! You're the ones who are pleased 
with your gifts! m 

"Return (home) to (your kingdom), and 
mark my word that I'll be coming to (your 
people) with such forces that they'll never 
be able to withstand, and (unless your 
queen comes here to meet me), we'll 
drive them away from there in disgrace, 
and they'll be humiliated!" w 

Solomon and the Queen 


Then when Solomon saw it appear 
right there in front of him, he said," This is 
by the favor of my Lord as a test to see 
whether I'm thankful or not. Whoever is 
thankful (for the blessings that Allah gave 
him), then his gratitude 
is for (the good of) his 
own soul. 

"Whoever is 

thankless, well, My Lord 
is self-sufficient and 
noble." [ 40 ] 

Then he said,, 

"Disguise her throne so 
she won't even 
recognize it. 

“Let's see whether she (is capable) of 
being guided (to the truth) or if she's one 
of those who can't be guided." [ 4 ii 



(Solomon) said, “Allyou nobles! 
Which of you can bring her throne to me 


before she arrives here to submit?" 


[38] 


A powerful, yet cunning, jinn said, "I'll 
have it brought to you before you even 
stand up from your meeting, for I'm 
strong enough to do that, and you can 
surely trust me (with this task)!" (391 


So when she arrived, she was asked, "Is 
this your throne?" She exclaimed, "It 
looked just like this! We knew about this 
before, and we hereby submit (to Allah)." 

[42] 


She had only been diverted from (true 
faith before) by what she used to serve in 
place of Allah, for she was (raised among) 
a people who had no faith. [43] 
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She was asked to enter within (the 
main hall) of the palace, but when she 
saw the floor (and how it sparkled 
translucently), she thought it was a pool 
(of water). 

She lifted up the ends of her dress, 
exposing her legs, (and was about to walk 
into the room like that), when (Solomon) 
said," This floor is reflective, for it's been 
polished to a dear shine!" 

(The queen) exclaimed, "My Lord! I 
truly did wrong against my own soul. / 
submit, along with Solomon, to the Lord 
of All the Worlds." m 

The Trials of the Thamud 

.A.nd so it was that We sent Salih, 
their brother, to the (people of) Thamud, 
and he said ,"Serve Allah!" Thereafter, 

(his people) divided into two competing 
factions, nsj 

(Salih) said," My people! Why are you 
asking for something dreadful to be 
hurried on instead of something good? If 
you would just ask Allah to forgive you, 
you might receive mercy." w 


" We see a bad omen in you," they 
answered, "and in those with you." 

(Salih) responded to them, saying, 

" Your bad omen is with Allah. No way! 
You're a people who are being tested." 

(47] 

The Plot of the Nine Assassins 


Background Info... v. 48-49 

The story is told that the nine men 
mentioned in this passage were 
noblemen of the tribe. Two pagan 
women, one who divorced a follower of 
Salih and an old woman with several 
beautiful daughters, held a bitter grudge 
against Salih. 

The two women publicly offered a 
reward to anyone who would kill the 
camel. Finally the two women each 
recruited a man to do the job. The 
divorcee promised her assassin money, 
while the old woman promised her most 
beautiful daughter to the killer she hired. 
Seven other men of the clan were also 
recruited. 

The nine men ambushed the camel 
and shot its leg with an arrow. To 
encourage them, the beautiful daughter 
of the old woman accompanied the men 
and showed her face to them. The men 
set upon the camel and savagely killed it 
with their swords. 

When Salih was informed of what had 
happened, he told the people of his 
tribe, “Enjoy yourselves in your homes for 
three days.” (ibn Kathir ) 
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Now in the city there lived nine men 
from one clan who often caused trouble 
in the land, and furthermore they made 
no effort to reform themselves, wi 

They said to each other, "Let's swear 
together in Allah's name that we'll 
ambush him and his followers by night, 
then we can (lie) to his patrons later on, 
saying, We never saw any attack on his 
people, and we're telling the truth!'" [ 49 ] 



Thus, they plotted and planned, but 
We were planning, too, even though they 
didn't realize it. isoi So see how their plot 
was foiled! Then We destroyed them and 
their people all together! pu 

Their houses were left in ruins because 
of their corruption, and in this is a sign for 
people who know. is2i We saved those 
who believed, however, and who were 
mindful (of Allah). [S 3 ] 

The Example of Prophet Lot 

Lot said to his people, "Willyou do 
something so perverted, even watching it 


(in public)! ra Are you really using men 
instead of women for your passions? 
That's not right! You're an ignorant 
people!" [ 55 ] 

His people gave him no other answer 
than to say, “Drive them out! Drive out 
the followers of Lot from the city - these 
people who want to be so clean and 
pure!" [ 56 i 

We saved him and his family, except 
for his wife, for We determined that she 
would remain behind, is?] Then We 
rained down upon them a shower (of 
brimstone), and it was a terrible 
downpour upon the warned, psi 

Which is Better? 

Say to them, "Praise be to Allah, and 
peace be upon His servants whom He has 
chosen!" 

So who's better - Allah or the 
'partners' they make with Him? [ssj 
(Which of them) created the heavens and 
the earth and sends down water from the 
sky? In fact, We use it to produce the 
lovely orchards (you delight in). 

It's not in your power to make the 
trees within them grow (without Allah's 
help. So can there be another) god with 
Allah? 

No way! (Those who think otherwise) 
are people with no sense of justice! [ 6 oi 
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Who made the earth a stable place on 
which to live with rivers flowing in its 
midst, and (who) placed firm highlands 
upon it? 

(Who) settled a boundary between the 
two bodies of water, (salty and fresh,) so 
they don't mix? (Can there be another) 
god with Allah? No way! Yet, most of 
them don't know. [ 6 ii 



Who answers the call of a distressed 
person when he calls upon Him? Who 
relieves his suffering and makes you 
inherit the earth? (Can there be another) 
god with Allah? Oh, how few reminders 
you accept! [62] 

Who guides you through the darkness 
of both land and sea, and who sends the 
winds as bearers of good news ahead of 
His mercy? (Can there be another) god 
with Allah? Allah is high above what they 
associate with Him! ( 63 j 

Who initiated the creation (of all 
things) and then renews it, and who gives 
you resources from both the sky and the 


earth? (Can there be another) god with 
Allah? 

So say to them, "Bring out your 
evidence if you're really so honest!" m 

Then tell them, "None in the heavens 
nor on the earth, besides Allah, knows the 
unseen, nor can they be aware of when 
they're going to be resurrected." issi 

No way! They can neither understand 
nor comprehend the (magnitude) of the 
next life. No way! They're confused 
about it, and they can never be anything 
but blind to it! feet 

The Faithless Deny 

e faithless ask, "After we've 
crumbled to dust, are we really going to 
be raised (from the dead) - both 
ourselves and our ancestors? [ 67 ] 

"Well, both ourselves and our 
ancestors were already promised this in 
the past, but it's all no more than ancient 
fables." [ 68 ] 

Say to them, "Go abroad in the world, 
and see how the wicked (civilizations of 
the past) came to an end." [ 69 ] 

Then feel no sadness for them, 
(Muhammad,) nor worry yourself over 
their plots, [toj 
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They ask, "So when will this promise 
(come to pass), if you're really so honest?" 

[71] 

Tell them, "It just might be that some 
of what you want to hurry on could be 
close behind you!" pzi Your Lord is 
favorable towards people, but most of 
them are thankless. p 3 ] 

Your Lord knows what's hidden in 
(people's) hearts, even as He knows what 
they reveal. p 4 j There's nothing hidden in 
the heavens or on earth without it being 
recorded in a clear record, psi 

The Solution to 
Jewish Religious Disputes 

This Qur'an addresses most of that 
over which the Children of Israel disagree, 
and it's a guide and a mercy for those 
who believe. [ 76 - 77 ] 

Your Lord will decide between them 
according to His judgment, for He's the 
Powerful and the Knowing. ( 78 ) So trust 
(your affairs) to Allah, for you're on (the 
path) of clear truth, psi 

You can't make the dead listen, nor 
can you force the deaf to hear your call - 
especially since they're running away in 
retreat, [so] 

You can't guide the blind, either, nor 
can you prevent them from swerving 
aside. You can only make those listen 


who believe in Our signs, and who then 
submit (voluntarily), [si] 

The Judgment cannot be Denied 

When the sentence (of Allah's 
judgment) is fulfilled against (the 
faithless), We're going to produce a thing 
creeping from the earth, and it will speak 
to them, for humanity has never been 
convinced of Our miraculous signs. [82] 

And one day We're going to collect 
from every community a group of those 
who denied Our signs, and they'll (be 
made to stand) at attention until they 
come (before Allah for judgment). 

He'll ask them, "Didyou deny My 
signs, even though you weren't sure (if 
you should have done that or not), or 
were you doing something else?" [83 84 ] 

And so the sentence will be fulfilled 
against them on account of their 
corruption, and they won't be able to 
offer a defense. [ 85 ] 

The Final Word 

Don't they see that We made the 
night for them to rest in and the day for 
them to see? There are signs in this for 
people who believe! [ 86 ] 

On the day when the trumpet will 
blow, all beings within the heavens and 
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the earth will be struck with terror, save 
for those whom Allah wills, and everyone 
will come forth in utter humility. [87] 



You see the mountains now and 
assume them to be solid, but they'll drift 
away (on the Last Day), even as the 
clouds drift by. That will be Allah's 
handiwork, for He's the One Who perfects 
everything, and He's well-informed of all 
that you do. issi 

If anyone does good, then good will 
come to him from it, and he'll be safe 
from terror on that day. [89] If anyone 


does evil, he'll be thrown on his face in 
the Fire. Can you ever be rewarded with 
other than what you did? rsoi 

(Say to them, Muhammad,) "As for me, 
I've been commanded to serve the Lord 
of this city (of Mecca), the One Who 
made it holy and Who owns all things. 

"I've been commanded to be among 
those who submit (to Allah) mi and to 
recite the Qur'an." 

Whoever is guided is guided for the 
good of his own soul, while if anyone 
goes astray, just tell him, "I'm no more 
than a warner." mi 

Then say, "Praise be to Allah, the One 
Who will soon show you His signs so you 
can recognize them, and your Lord is not 
unaware of what you're doing." mi 
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The Tales 

28 AI Qasas 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This is one of the very last Meccan revelations. While some of it was revealed to Muhammad 
while he was still residing within the city of Mecca, the first 50 and last 4 verses were revealed later, 
while the Prophet was on the run in the desert during his migration to Yathrib (Medina) in the year 
622. Indeed, the pursuing pagans were difficult to elude, and the Prophet, along with Abu Bakr and 
a trusty guide, were feeling worn down from the journey. Once, while they were encamped, Angel 
Gabriel came and asked Muhammad if he was feeling homesick. The Prophet replied that he was, 
and so the story of Moses contained in this chapter was revealed to him to comfort him and 
strengthen his resolve (verses 1-50). (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 

In the main, this chapter concentrates on the story of Prophet Moses. It is a metaphor for 
Prophet Muhammad’s own experience and offers the promise of eventual triumph (see verse 5, for 
example). In fact, many parallels can be drawn between the two prophets, most notably in the way 
each is presented with a seemingly insurmountable task, which results in their eventually having to 
depart from their iniquitous people. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


T a. Seen. Meem. m 

These are the verses of the clear Book. 
Now We're going to recite to you some 
of the story of Moses and Pharaoh in all 
its truthfulness, for people who believe. 

[2-3] 

Indeed, Pharaoh exalted himself in the 
land. He divided his people into different 
social classes, causing the downfall of 
some of them - even killing their sons but 
not their daughters, for he was truly evil. 

[4] 



We wanted to empower those who 
were being oppressed in the land, to 
make them leaders, to give them an 
inheritance (in the earth), to establish 
their nation firmly in the world, and to 
use them to show Pharaoh, Haman and 
their hordes that they couldn't (hold 
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back) the very things they were trying to 
prevent, is-6) 

Allah Inspired 
the Mother of Moses 

We directed the mother of Moses 
by telling her, "Suckle him as usual, but 
when you're afraid for his safety, set him 
adrift in the river (Nile). 

"Don't be afraid or feel sad, for We're 
going to restore him to you and then 
make him one of Our messengers." m 

(When Pharaoh's men were close, she 
did as she was commanded and set the 
baby adrift in the river.) 

Later on, Pharaoh's own family fished 
him out, (not realizing that) Moses would 
one day become their enemy and also a 
source of regret for Pharaoh, Haman and 
all their hordes. They were greatly 
mistaken! m 

The Pharaoh's wife exclaimed 
delightedly, "A joy to the eye for you and 
me! Don't kill him, (my husband), for he 
might be useful to us, or we might adopt 
him as a son." 

They had no idea (what they were 
doing), pi 



(When the news reached her that her 
baby was taken into Pharaoh's house,) 
Moses' mother felt a great emptiness in 
her heart. 

She would've revealed the secret, but 
We strengthened her heart so she could 
remain faithful, uoi 

She had told (the baby's older) sister, 
"Follow him (as he floats down the river).” 
She had watched him discreetly, and the 
(Egyptians) didn't catch on. mi 

We forbade (the baby) to suckle (from 
any of the wet nurses of the palace,) until 
(Moses' sister approached them) and said, 
"Do you want me to show you a family 
home where (the baby) can be fed and 
looked after for you by those who will 
care diligently?" 1121 

This is how We restored him to his 
mother so her eyes could be comforted, 
so her worry could be abated, and so she 
could know that Allah's promise is true, 
but most (people) don't understand, mi 
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The Young Prince 

en (Moses) grew into manhood 
and his character was settled, We 
bestowed wisdom and knowledge upon 
him, for that's how We reward the qood. 

[14] 

(Then one night) he ventured out into 
the city, unnoticed by others, (and 
explored its streets) until he came upon 
two men having a fight. One of them was 
(a Hebrew), and the other (was an 
Egyptian) and thus his enemy. 

The (Hebrew) man called out to him 
for help against his opponent, so Moses 
punched (the Egyptian) with his clenched 
fist and (accidentally) killed him. 

(Moses) cried out," This is Shaytan's 
doing, for he’s an enemy who clearly 
leads (his victims) towards mistakes. My 
Lord," he then prayed, "I've been wrong, 
so forgive me." 

And so Allah forgave him, for He's the 
Forgiving and Merciful, us-iej 

"My Lord" he prayed once more, 
"Since You've favored me, I swear I'll 
never help any immoral person (again)." 

[17] 

So he spent (the night hiding) fearfully 
in the city until the morning broke. Then 
he saw the same (Hebrew) man who had 
asked for his help the day before calling 
for his help yet again! 


Moses told him, "You're clearly some 
kind of troublemakerf usi 

However, when (Moses) resolved to 
restrain the man who was an enemy to 
both him and the (other Hebrew, the 
Egyptian attacker) shouted, "Hey, Moses! 
Do you want to kill me like you killed a 
man yesterday? You just want to be a 
tough guy in the land and not a 
reformer." [i9i 

Suddenly, (a friend) came running 
from the other side of the city and 
warned Moses, saying, "Moses! The 
nobles are meeting to decide your fate. 
They plan to kill you, so run away. That's 
the best adviceV 1201 

So he fled the scene in guarded fear 
and prayed, "O my Lord! Save me from 
the tyrants." pu 

The Runaway Finds a Home 

A.nd so he (fled Egypt) and set out 
towards (the land of) Madyan, saying, "I 
hope my Lord guides me on a smooth 
journey." 1221 

Then he arrived at a watering hole in 
Madyan and found a large group of 
people gathered there, (watering their 
flocks). 
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Meanwhile, two ladies, who sat nearby, 
were kept waiting (with their flock). He 
asked them," What's going on here?" 

" We can't get a turn at the watering 
hole," they replied, "until the shepherds 
leave, and our father is too old (to stand 
up for us)." ( 23 i 

So he, himself, watered their flocks, 
(and when he had finished) he went back 
to rest in the shade. "My Lord," he 
prayed, "I could use whatever good You 
send me." p 4 i 

A little while later, one of the ladies 
came back to him, walking bashfully, and 
said, “My father has invited you (to a 
banquet) to reward you for watering (our 
flock) for us." 

(When Moses arrived at their father's 
camp), he told him his whole story. (The 
old man reassured him), saying, "Don't 
worry about it. You've escaped from an 
oppressive people." psi 


(One of the ladies) said, "My father, 
why don't you give him a job, for the best 

worker is a strong and trustworthy one." 

[ 26 ] 

(Her father) then said (to Moses), "In 
fact, I want to marry one of these two 
daughters of mine to you, but on one 
condition: that you work for me for eight 
years. 

"However, if you finish ten years in 
total, it would be a favor from you, but I 
don't want to put a burden on you. 

You'll find that I am, Allah-willing, a 
morally upright man." p 7 i 

(Moses) answered," Then that's how it 
will be between you and me. Whichever 
of the two time periods I (choose to) 
fulfill, don't let it be held against me. Let 
Allah's guarantee be on what I say." ps) 

The Burning Bush 

y\fter Moses had completed his term 
of service, (he struck out on his own) and 
journeyed with his family (in search of 
opportunity.) 

(One day, while they were camped in 
the desert), he saw a fire burning on the 
slopes of Mount Tur. 

" Wait here," he said to them. “I see a 
fire. I want to bring you some news from 
it, or at least a burning branch that you 
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(can use to start your campfire) to warm 
yourselves." 1291 

(When he finally) reached (the fire, he 
heard) a voice coming from the right side 
of the valley, emanating from a tree on 
blessed ground. 

"Moses! I am Allah. The Lord of All 
the Worlds. Now throw your staff to the 
groundT bo] 

After he did it, he saw it wiggling like a 
snake, so he turned to escape and was 
hesitant to venture back. 



"Moses!" ( the voice commanded.) 
“Come closer, and don’t be afraid, for no 
harm will come to you. on 


"These are two miracles (thatyou've 
been given) from your Lord (to impress) 
Pharaoh and his nobles, for they've 
become a rebellious people." 1321 

(Moses) cried out, “My Lord! I killed 
one of their men, and I'm afraid they're 
going to kill me. 133] 

"My brother Aaron is a better speaker 
than 4 so send him as my partner to back 
me up, though I'm still afraid that they'll 
call me a liar." [ 34 ] 

" We'll strengthen your arm with your 
brother and grant power to you both that 
will keep them from harming you. 

“(If you employ) Our signs, that will 
ensure that both of you, as well as any 
who follow you, will succeed." t 3 sj 

Pharaoh 

/N/loses (returned to Egypt) and went 
to (its leaders) with clear proofs, but they 
said, * This is no more than invented 
sorcery, and We've never heard anything 
like this (message) from our ancient 
ancestors!" oei 


"Now slip your hand in your shirt, and 
it will come away blazing in perfect 
whiteness. Then fold your limb to your 
side again without fear (of being burned). 


"My Lord knows best," (Moses 
answered), "who is coming with guidance 
from Him and who will have the (best) 
result in the realm of the next life. 

Tyrants will certainly never succeed. 1 " [37] 
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"Nobles'." Pharaoh said. "I don't know 
of any other god for you than myself. 
Haman! Fire up the (furnaces to make) 
bricks of clay, and build me a towering 
palace so / can climb up to the God of 
Moses. As for me, I think he's a liarf imi 



Against all right he was arrogant 
throughout the land, both he and his 
hordes. They never thought they would 
come back to Us! [39] 

So we seized him, along with his 
hordes, and threw them into the sea! So 
just look at how wrongdoers are finished 
off! [ 40 ] 

We made (their conduct) the pinnacle 
of all invitations to the Fire, and they'll 
find no one to help them on the Day of 
Assembly, wu 

A curse will follow them in this world, 
and on the Day of Assembly they're 
going to be hideous (to behold, on 
account of how they're going to be 
disfigured). W2) 


Moses and Muhammad 

so it was that We revealed the 
Book to Moses, following a time in which 
We destroyed (many) earlier generations, 
so that people could be given insight, 
guidance and mercy and also so they 
could be reminded. [43] 

You weren't there, (Muhammad,) when 
We gave the commission to Moses on the 
western side (of the mountain), nor did 
you witness (his exploits). [44i 

We raised up other generations that 
lasted for many ages, and you weren't 
living among the people of Madyan 
either, nor were you reciting Our 
(revealed) verses to them. Yet, We always 
kept sending (reminders to humanity). [45] 

You also weren't there on the side of 
(Mount) Tur when We called out (to 
Moses), but (now here you are:) a mercy 
from your Lord to warn a people who've 
never had a warner before you. So now 
let them have their reminder! [ 46 ] 

If (you) were never (sent to them), and 
a disaster befell them on account of what 
they did with their own hands, then they 
might be (within their rights) to say, "Our 
Lord! Why didn't you send us any 
messenger, for then We would've 
followed Your (revealed) verses and 
believed?' m 
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So now, when We're sending Our own 
truth to them, they (have the audacity to) 
say," Why hasn't he brought any 
(miracles) like Moses brought?' 

But haven't they already cast off (the 
truth of the miracles) that Moses was 
given? 

They said," Those are just two kinds of 
sorcery backing each other upf Then 
they said." We reject them bothV m 

So say to them," Then bring a book 
from Allah that's a better guide than both 
(the Torah and the Qur'an), so I can 
follow it, if you're really so honest. 1 " [ 49 ] 

If they don't listen to you, it's because 
they’re following nothing but their own 
whims. Who can be more wrong than 
the one who follows his own whims, 
lacking any guidance from Allah? Allah 
certainly won't guide people who do 
wrong, isoi 

Accepting the Book 


Background Info... v. 31-34 

Some commentators believe that this 
passage was revealed in Medina in the 
year 628. At that time, forty emissaries 
from the Christian king of Abyssinia 
arrived in Medina to extend their king’s 
greetings to Muhammad. The Prophet 
was in the midst of setting off for the 
fortress town of Khaybar to subdue it, 
and these men joined in the campaign. 


Some were wounded, but none were 
killed. Before they set off for their return 
journey to Africa, the ambassadors 
offered to send some funds to help the 
economically strapped Muslims, and they 
affirmed their belief that Islam and 
Christianity were compatible and 
COmDlimentarv. (Tabarani. Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


And so it is that We've reinforced 
(Our cascading revelations) by sending 
the spoken words (of scripture) to them 
so they can be reminded, pij 

Those to whom We sent scripture in 
the past believe in this one, too. 

When it's recited to them, they 
exclaim, "We believe in it, for it's the truth 
from our Lord, and we were already 
submissive (to Allah's will before.)" [52-53] 

They're going to be rewarded twice, 
for they persevered, used good to ward 
off evil and spent (in charity) out of what 
We gave to them. [54] 

When they hear useless talk, they turn 
away from it and say," Our actions count 
for us, and yours count for you. 

"Peace be upon you; we're not looking 
(to associate with) ignorant people." [55] 
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When Loved Ones don't Believe 


Background Info... v. 56 

This particular verse was revealed to 
console the Prophet concerning his 
beloved uncle, Abu Talib, who had just 
passed away while still unwilling to 
forsake his idols. ( Muslim ) The Prophet 
had approached him on his deathbed just 
before his demise and asked him to 
recite the testimony of faith. 

The Prophet's other uncle, Abu Jahl, 
was there also, and he kept trying hard 
to convince Abu Talib to die an idolater. 
Eventually Abu Talib agreed with Abu 
Jahl and said he would not forsake the 
religion of his father, who was an 
idolater. The Prophet told Abu Talib he 
would pray for his forgiveness anyway, 
but then another verse was revealed 
forbidding a Muslim from praying for 
forgiveness for an idol-worshipper. 

( Bukhari, Muslim) 


ou'll never be able to guide all 
those whom you love, though Allah 
guides whomever He wants, and He 
knows better who it is that accepts 
guidance. [ 56 ] 

Belief in Allah is not a Hindrance 


Background Info... v. 57-60 

The Quraysh were the masters of 
Mecca, a major trading city and site of 
religious pilgrimage for people all over 
the peninsula. They were afraid that if 
they rejected idolatry, the hundreds of 
tribal groups that housed their idols in 
the city would revolt and drive the 
Quraysh from their favored position. 


Al-Harith ibn Uthman ibn ‘Abd Munaf 
said the statement recounted in the 
verse below, and it refers to this 
situation. This passage was revealed to 
point out to him, and to the Quraysh in 
general, that their tribe was in power 
only by Allah's permission and that it was 
He Who could protect or destroy any 
nation. (Nisa'i.Asbabul-Nuzul) 


say, "If we followed this 
'guidance' along with you, then we would 
surely be swept away from this land. 1 " 

However, didn't We already establish 
them in a secure sanctuary where all 
kinds of fruits are brought (in trade) as a 
bounty from Us? Yet, most of them don't 
understand, m 



How many towns have We destroyed 
that took pleasure in their (wealthy) 
lifestyles? Their ruins are deserted, and 
their remnants are few, and thus We were 
the inheritors (of their wealth and power). 

[ 58 ] 

And your Lord never destroyed any 
town unless He first sent a messenger 
among its main public places who would 
recite Our (revealed) verses to them. And 
We never destroyed any town unless its 
people were wrongdoers, issi 
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What you've been given (in this life) is 
only useful for this life. It's (no more 
than) dazzling trinkets, but (the rewards) 
that are with Allah are far better and 
longer lasting, so won't you think about 
that? [Mi 

The Plight of the Doomed 


Background Info... v. 61 

This verse refers to Hamza (the 
Prophet’s uncle) and/or ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
(the Prophet's cousin), both of whom 
were on the good side, and Abu Jahl 
(another uncle of the Prophet and an 
ardent foe), who was on the side of evil. 

(Ibn Kathlr) 


/\re they the same: the one to whom 
We've made a good promise and who 
will receive it; and the one to whom 
We've given the good things of this life, 
but who will then be dragged back for 
(harsh judgment on) the Day of 
Assembly? [6ii 

On that day, (Allah) will call out to (the 
sinners), asking, "Where are My 'partners' 
that you've been imagining?' m 

Those whose sentence of guilt will be 
proven true against them will say, "Our 
Lord! These are all the people whom we 
led astray, but we only led them astray 
because we, ourselves, were astray. We 
renounce them right here in front of You, 
for they weren't really worshipping us." [ 63 ] 


Then it will be said to (their sinful 
followers), "So call on your 'partners' 
now!" 

But even though they'll try to call 
upon them, their (heroes and false gods) 
won't listen. Then they're going to see 
the punishment that awaits them. If only 
they would've listened to the guidance! 

[ 64 ] 

(Allah) will call to them that day, 
saying, "How did you respond to your 
messengers?' [ 65 ] 

However, all their arguments and 
excuses will get jumbled (in their minds), 
leaving them unable even to ask each 
other anything. [66] 

But those who repented, believed and 
did what was morally right can hold out 
the hope that they'll be among the 
successful. [ 67 ] 

All will Return to Allah Regardless 


Background Info... v. 68-70 

A man named Walid ibn Mughirah 
told the Prophet that Allah didn’t have 
any say in the matter of who was a 
prophet or not. Thus, he would 
disbelieve in Muhammad’s mission. This 
passage was revealed in response. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Your Lord creates whatever He 
wants and selects the best for (all 
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creatures). Glory be to Allah! He's high 
above what they join with Him. [as] 

Your Lord knows everything that their 
hearts hide and what they show. He is 
Allah. There is no other god besides Him. 


It's from His mercy that He's 
established the (alternating pattern) of 
night and day, so you can have a rest 
cycle, and so you can go out in search of 
His bounty. This is (a reason) for you to 
be thankful. p3) 



All praise belongs to Him in the 
beginning and the end. The power to 
command belongs only to Him, and 
you're all going to go back to Him. [69-701 

Day and Night are Blessings from 
Allah 

A.sk them, "Don't you see it? If Allah 
made the night last forever, all the way to 
the Day of Assembly, then what other 
god besides Allah could bring you any 
form of light? Won't you listen?' pi] 

Then ask them, "Don'tyou see it? If 
Allah made the daytime last forever, all 
the way to the Day of Assembly, then 
what other god besides Allah could bring 
the darkness of night upon you so you 
could rest? Won't you see it?" ro 


He'll call upon them one day, asking, 
" Where are My 'partners' that you've 
been imagining?" p-ti 

Then We'll bring out a witness from 
every community and say, "Now show 
your proof (that Allah has partners)." 

That's when they'll know the truth of 
Allah, and whatever they invented will 
leave them to languish, psi 

Korah, the Arrogant 


F.Y.I. 

Korah had been favored under the 
rule of Pharaoh, even though he was a 
Hebrew, and he had enriched himself so 
mightily at their expense that the keys to 
his strongboxes were metaphorically so 
numerous it took strong men to carry 
them all. 


tCorah was from among Moses' 
people, but he behaved contemptuously 
towards his fellows. We bestowed upon 
him so much wealth that the very keys to 
(his treasure chests) weighed down a 
group of strong men. 
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One day his people told him, "Stop 
bragging, for Allah has no love for people 
who brag, p 6 ] 

"Instead, use (the wealth) that Allah 
has given you to secure a home in the 
next life, without having to neglect your 
own needs in this world. 

"Be good (to others), even as Allah has 
been good to you. Don't cause disorder 
in the earth, for Allah has no love for 
troublemakers." im 

However, he answered them, saying, 
"AH this is mine from my own efforts and 
knowledge." 

Didn't he know that Allah had already 
destroyed before him many generations 
that were far stronger and wealthier than 
whatever he gathered? However, the bad 
people are not always made to answer for 
their sins (in this life), psi 

So (Korah) strutted around among his 
people in all his finery, and those who 
only desire what this physical life contains 
(saw him and) said, "If only we had (the 
wealth) that Korah has! He's the master 
of tremendous good fortune!" p 9 ] 

However, the truly learned people 
said, "(We feel) sorry for you. Allah's 
reward is the best for those who believe 
and do what's morally right, though no 
one receives it except the patient." tsoj 



We made the earth open wide, and it 
swallowed both him and his entourage. 
He didn't have any supporters who could 
help him against Allah - he couldn't even 
help himself! iau 

Those who had envied his position just 
the day before were saying the very next 
morning, "Allah increases or restricts the 
resources of any of His servants as He 
wills. If Allah's favor weren't upon us, He 
could've made the earth swallow us up, 
too! Those who reject Him are never 
successful." [82] 

We're going to grant the realm of the 
next life to those who have no desire to 
gloat nor cause trouble throughout the 
earth. The ultimate conclusion (is the 
best one) for those who are aware (of 
their duty to Allah), isaj 

Whoever does good will be rewarded 
better than the value of what he did, but 
whoever does wrong will be punished 
only according to the value of his deeds. 

[ 84 ] 
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Keep Working Hard 
despite the Odds 


Background Info... v. 85-88 

Ibn ‘Abbas said that this passage was 
revealed to the Prophet when he 
emerged from the cave he was hiding in 
while on the run from the Meccans 
during his migration to Medina in the 
year 622. The Prophet had looked back 
in the direction of Mecca and felt 
sadness, and the angel put these words 
in his heart to console him. (ibn Kathfr) 


One Who bestowed the Qur'an 
upon you will surely bring you back to 
the destination. 

So say to them, "My Lord knows better 
who is coming with guidance and who is 
clearly wrong." tas] 


You never expected that a Book would 
be sent down to you, but it was a mercy 
from your Lord, so do nothing that will 
help the faithless (against you). iki 

Let nothing turn you away from the 
(revealed) verses of Allah after they've 
been revealed to you. 

Invite (all people) to your Lord, and 
don't mingle with idol-worshippers, isn 

Don't call upon any god other than 
Allah, for there is no other god besides 
Him. 

Everything will pass away except His 
face. The power to command is His, and 
you'll all be brought back to Him. issi 
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The Spider 

29 Al 'Ankabut 
Middle Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed just prior to the immigration of vulnerable Muslims to Abyssinia in the 
year 615. The grave tone in the first three verses is a clear indication that some of the Prophet’s 
followers began to second guess their decision to join Islam in the face of the relentless persecution 
they faced at the hands of the Meccan pagans. Using the examples of past nations who were also 
put to the test, this chapter closes with a direct appeal from Allah to the beleaguered faithful to 
stay strong for Allah’s sake. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-3 

Even after the Prophet had left 
Mecca for the safer environment of 
Medina, people back in Mecca were still 
accepting Islam. The Prophet sent 
messages to them telling them they 
wouldn’t be accepted as true Muslims 
until they immigrated to Medina. They 
replied that others who had attempted 
to leave suffered from the depredations 
of the idol-worshippers, and they were 
afraid of being harmed. This passage 
was revealed to strengthen their resolve, 
and the slow trickle of emigration 
resumed. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Lam. Meem. pj 

Do people think they're going to be 
left alone by just saying, "We believe," 
and that they won't be tested? h 


We tested those who came before 
them, and Allah will make known who is 
true (in their belief), and He will make 
known who the liars are. pi 

Do those who do evil think they can 
defeat Us? Well, their idea is plain 
wicked! t 4 j 

Whoever places their hope in their 
meeting with Allah (should hold firm), for 
the deadline set by Allah is fast 
approaching, and He's the Hearing and 
the Knowing, pi 

Whoever strives (in the cause of Allah) 
is striving for (the good of) his own soul. 
Allah doesn't need anything from any 
part of the universe, n 
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Those who believe and do what's 
morally right will have all their past sins 
erased, so We can reward them according 
to what they did best m 

When not to Obey Parents 


Background Info... v. 8-9 

This passage was revealed about a 
companion named Sa'ad ibn Abi Waqqas, 
who converted to Islam against the 
wishes of his mother, yet remained with 
her, trying to care for her, despite her 
self-imposed hunger strike to protest his 
actions. 

In his own words, Sa'ad recounts: 
“When my mother heard the news of my 
conversion to Islam, she flew into a rage. 
She approached me and said, ‘O Sa'ad! 
What is this religion that you've 
embraced that has taken you away from 
the religion of your mother and father? 

By Allah, either you forsake your new 
religion, or I will not eat or drink until I 
die. Your heart will be broken with grief 
for me and remorse will consume you on 
account of the deed you've done - 
people will blame you forever.' 

“'Don't do (such a thing), my 
mother,' I said, 'for I won't give up my 
religion for anything.' However, she 
went on with her threat... For days she 
neither ate nor drank. She became 
emaciated and weak. Hour after hour, I 
went to her, asking whether I should 
bring her some food or drink, but she 
stubbornly refused, insisting that she 
would neither eat nor drink until she died 
or until I abandoned my religion. 

“So I said to her, 'O my Mother! In 
spite of my strong love for you, my love 
for Allah and His Messenger is indeed 
stronger. 


“By Allah, if you had a thousand souls 
and each one departed one after 
another, I would not abandon this 
religion for anything.' When she saw 
that I was determined, she backed down 
unwillingly and then ate and drank." 

( Muslim. Tirmidhi. Ahmad) 


We have made it a rule for every 
human being that he should show 
kindness to his parents. 

However, if (your parents) ever strive 
to make you set up partners with Me 
after everything you've learned, then 
don't obey them. All of you will return to 
Me, and I will tell you the meaning of all 
that you did. 

Those who believed and did what was 
morally right will be admitted among the 
righteous. [ 9 ] 

The Weak in Spirit 

y\mong people there are some who 
say," We believe in Allah." However, if 
they undergo any hardship in Allah's 
(cause), they act as if the people who 
were oppressing them were somehow the 
very punishment of Allah laid upon them! 

Then, if your Lord provides you with 
some kind of help, they're quick to say, 

" We've always been on your side. r 

Doesn't Allah know better what's in 

the hearts of (all beings) in the universe? 

[ 10 ] 
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Allah knows who the true believers 
are, and He knows who the hypocrites 
are. [ii] 

All are Responsible for Themselves 


Background Info... v. 12-13 

Muhammad publicly asserted on 
many occasions that people will have to 
answer to Allah for the evil that they do. 
Some of the idol-worshippers actually 
taunted the small cadre of Muslims, 
saying that if they would only rededicate 
themselves to the idols, then their pagan 
neighbors would take their sins upon 
themselves. Since the idol-worshippers 
didn't believe in sins anyway, they were 
really being sarcastic. This verse was 
revealed in response to that situation. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


all his preaching), the flood overwhelmed 
those who persisted in wrongdoing, [mi 



We saved him and his followers in the 
boat, and We made it a sign for all 
(people) everywhere, usj 


The faithless say to the believers, 
"Follow our way, and we'll pay for your 
sins ourselves," but they'll never be able 
to pay for anyone else's sins in the least - 
and they're all liars! 1121 

They'll have to bear their own load, 
with much more added besides. Then, on 
the Day of Assembly, they'll have to 
answer for all their false assertions, hb] 

The Call of the Prophets 
is often Ignored 

/\nd so it was that We sent Noah to 
his people. He dwelt among them fifty 
years shy of a thousand. Yet, (even after 


Abraham (was also sent to his people), 
and he told them, "Serve Allah, and be 
mindful of Him! That's the best thing for 
you if you only knew! uei You're 
worshipping idols besides Allah, and 
you're making up nothing but myths. 

"Those things you worship besides 
Allah have no power to provide you with 
resources (for your survival). So look for 
your necessities of life from Allah. Serve 
Him, and give Him thanks, for you're all 
going to go back to Him. [i 7 j 

"Ifyou deny this, well, generations 
before you denied it, as well. The duty of 
a messenger is only to convey the 
teachings clearly." usi 
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Haven't they seen how Allah initiated 
the creation and then repeats it? That's 
easy for Allah to do. iwi 

So say to them," Travel all over the 
world, and see how Allah initiated the 
creation. In the same way will He 
recreate (it all) once more, for Allah has 
power over all things. 120] 

"He punishes whom He pleases and is 
merciful to whom He wills, and back to 
Him will you all return, pu Whether you 
flee through the earth or fly through the 
sky, you won't be able to elude Him, for 
you have no one else to protect you or 
help you besides Allah." p2] 

Those who reject the signs of Allah 
and their coming appointment with Him, 
they're the ones who have no hope of My 
mercy. They're the ones who will suffer a 
painful punishment. p 3 i 

The Blessings of Abraham 

only answer Abraham's people 
gave to him was to say, “Kill him! Burn 
him alivef However, Allah saved him 
from the flames, and there are signs in 
this for people who believe. p 4 ] 

(Abraham) said to them, “You've taken 
idols for yourselves in place of Allah, just 
because it makes you feel a close bond in 
this life. On the Day of Assembly you're 
all going to disown each other and curse 
at each other. Your final destination will 


be in the Fire, and there will be no one to 
help you f psi 

The Story of Lot 

Lot believed (in what) his (uncle 
Abraham taught), and he said, "I'll forsake 
my home for my Lord, for He's the 
Powerful and the Wise." pei 

We (further blessed Abraham) with a 
line of descendants through Isaac and 
Jacob and instituted prophethood and 
scripture among them. We rewarded him 
in this life, and in the next life he's going 
to be with the righteous. p 7 1 

Lot said to his people, "You're more 
perverted than any other people that 
existed in all the universe! psi 

“Are you approaching other men (for 
intimacy) and even accosting them on the 
roads (for your lusts)? You do such 
abomination in your dubs, as well!" 
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His people gave him no other answer 
but to say, "So bring Allah's punishment 
down upon us, if you're really so honest!" 

[ 29 ] 

"My Lordf he cried. " Help me against 
these depraved people!" poi 

Then Our messenger (angels) went to 
Abraham with the awaited news and told 
him, "We're going to destroy the people 
of this place, for they're wrongdoers." pu 

"But Lot is theref (Abraham) 
interjected. 

" We know who's there," they 
answered, "and we're going to save him 
and his followers, but not his wife, for she 
will remain behind." [ 32 ] 

When our messengers went to Lot, he 
became worried (for their safety). He felt 
powerless (to protect) them (from his 
wicked people). 

(The angels) told him, "Don't be afraid 
or worried, for we're here to save you and 
your followers, though your wife will 
remain behind. [ 33 ] 

" We're going to bring (Allah's) 
punishment down from the sky upon the 
people of this settlement, for they're in a 
state of evil rebellion." [ 34 ] 

And so it was that We left (the 
destruction of their land) as an evident 
sign for people who think, psi 


Madyan and Pharaoh Perish 

To (the land of) Madyan went their 
brother Shu'ayb, and he said," My people! 
Serve Allah, and be mindful of the Last 
Day. Don't spread the evil of corruption 
in the land." pq 

Yet, they denied him and were seized 
by a blast that left them cowering in their 
homes by the morning. p 7 j 



And (the people of) 'Ad and of 
Thamud - the ruins of their settlements 
are laid out clearly for your inspection. 

Shaytan made their (evil) deeds seem 
right to them, and he steered them all 
away from the path (of Allah), even 
though they were very far-sighted 
peoples. [ 38 ] 

And Korah, Pharaoh and Haman - 
Moses went to them in the past with clear 
evidence (of the truth). 

Yet, they acted outrageously in the 
land, but they couldn't get away from Us\ 

[ 39 ] 
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We seized each of (those wrongdoers) 
for their sins. Among them were some 
who suffered from deadly sandstorms; 
some were shattered with deadly blasts; 
some were swallowed up by the earth, 
while others were drowned (in the sea). 

Allah wasn't the author of their harm, 
however, for they brought harm to their 
own souls, hoi 

The Example of the Spider 

example of those who take 
protectors other than Allah is that of a 
spider that builds its home (out of 
delicate webs), for the flimsiest of homes 
is the home of the spider, if they only 
knew. (4ii 


Allah knows what they're calling upon 
besides Him, for He's the Powerful and 
the Wise. [421 

These are the kinds of metaphors that 
We lay out for people; yet, no one 


understands them save for those who 
have knowledge. [43i 

Allah created the heavens and the 
earth for a truthful purpose, and there are 
signs in this for the believers. m 

Stay the Course 
with Allah's Support 

Recite what is being inspired to you 
of the Book, and establish prayer, for 
prayer discourages shameful behavior 
and bad deeds. 

The remembrance of Allah is even 
greater, and Allah knows what you're 
doing. [451 

Don't argue with the Followers of 
Earlier Revelation except in a better way, 
unless it's with those who are corrupt 
among them. 

Say to them," We believe in the 
revelation that's come down to us and 
also in what's come down to you. Our 
God and your God are the same, and we 
surrender to His will." [ 46 i 

And so We've sent the Book to you, 
(Muhammad). (Some of) those to whom 
We've already given scripture in the past 
have faith in it, as do some of these 
(former pagans of Arabia). No one 
repudiates Our (revealed) verses save for 
those who cover over (their faith). [47] 
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You were never able to recite a book 
(of scripture) before this, nor could you 
have ever written one with your right 
hand. If you would've (been known to 
recite verse in public or write) before, 
then the babblers would have had a valid 
reason to doubt, hsj 

But no! The (fact that you never did 
these things before) is a sign for the 
insightful. No one repudiates Our 
(revealed) verses but the corrupt. [49) 

Then they say, "So why are no miracles 
being sent down to him from His Lord?" 
Tell them, "Miracles are indeed with Allah, 
but I'm only a plain warner." poj 

Isn't it enough for them that We've 
sent down a book to you that's recited in 
front of them? There are merciful 
(teachings) within it and reminders for the 
believers, pu 

Say to them, "Allah is witness enough 
between you and me. He knows what's in 
the heavens and the earth. Those who 
believe in falsehood and reject Allah - 
they're going to be the losers." [521 

They're asking you to bring on the 
punishment (about which you've warned 
them). 

If it wasn't for the fact that there's a 
fixed time limit (for their civilization to 
exist), then the punishment would've 
surely come upon them (already) - and it 


will come upon them, when they won't 
even (see it) coming! p3i 

So are they really asking you to bring 
on the punishment? Truly, Hellfire will 
surround those who covered up (their 
faith)! [54] 

On the day when punishment will 
overshadow them from above and below, 
they'll be told, "Suffer the results of your 
actions!" psi 

A Direct Appeal from Allah 


Background Info... v. 57 

This verse was revealed before the 
migration to Medina. As you can see, the 
Prophet and his followers were being 
primed for their coming abandonment of 
their hometown. As hard as it is to 
move, remaining in an evil city is worse. 
Medina was going to be much better for 
Islam to grow and be safe. The Prophet 
once said, “All cities belong to Allah, and 
all people are His servants. Therefore, 
wherever you find goodness, you live 
there.” (Ahmad) 


I\/ly believing servants! My earth is 
wide, so serve Me, (even if it means 
migrating to a safer place), psi 

Every soul will taste of death, and in 
the end you'll be brought back to Us. [571 

Those who believed and did what was 
morally right will be given a home in the 
Garden. They shall dwell within mansions 
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beneath which rivers flow, and there they 
will stay (forever)! 

How excellent a reward for doing 
(good)! They were patient, and they put 
their trust in their Lord. [ 58 - 59 ] 

The Contributions of Allah 
cannot be Discounted 


Background Info... v. 60 

The Prophet and Ibn 'Umar, the son 
of his dear friend, were visiting the home 
of one of the Helpers, or Medinan 
converts, and the Prophet began to eat 
some dates. He saw that Ibn 'Umar 
wasn't eating. He offered him some, but 
Ibn 'Umar refused to eat, saying he had 
no appetite for them. 

The Prophet then said, "I've got an 
appetite for them since I've just passed 
four days without really eating anything, 
knowing that if I asked my God, He 
would provide for me like Caesar or the 
Emperor of Persia. So what do you think 
about people who earn their own 
living?” Then this verse was revealed, and 
the Prophet recited it. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


How many creatures are out there 
that aren't equipped with the resources 
they need to survive? Allah feeds both 
them and you, and He's the Hearing and 
the Knowing, teoj 

If you asked them who created the 
heavens and the earth and who subjected 
the sun and the moon (to natural laws), 
they would surely answer, "Allah." So why 
are they so confused? ten 


Allah increases the resources of 
whichever of His servants that He wills, 
and He likewise restricts them (for 
whichever of them He wills), for Allah 
knows about all things. [62] 



If you asked them who it was who 
sends down water from the sky and uses 
it to bring life to the barren earth, they 
would surely answer, "Allah." 

So say to them," Then praise be to 
AllahV However, most of them don't 
think things through too well. [ 63 ] 

What is there in this world except 
distractions and games? The realm of the 
next life is where the real living is, if they 
only knew. [ 64 ] 

Now if they were to set sail on a boat, 
they would call upon Allah (for safe 
passage) with sincere conviction, for (in 
that case they would recognize) that He 
owns all religion. 

Then, after He deposited them safely 
back on the shore, they would go and 
make partners with Him, thanklessly 
snubbing what He gave them and 
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plunging themselves into endless 
diversions! Soon they're going to know 
(the truth)! i6s-66] 

Don't (the Meccans) see that although 
We've granted them a secure sanctuary 
(in their midst), yet even still people are 
being swept up (into Islam) all around 
them? 

Even so, they're still believing in false 
things and rejecting Allah's favors! m 

Who does more wrong than the one 
who invents a lie against Allah or 

denies the truth when it comes to him? 



Isn't there a home in Hellfire reserved 
for those who (willfully) cover over (their 
awareness of the truth)? [68] 

As for those who strive in Our (cause), 
We're going to guide them to the paths 
(that will lead them back to) Us, for Allah 
is with those who are good. [ 69 ] 





The Romans 

30 Ar-Rum 
Middle Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

Starting in the year 612, the Persian Empire launched a series of devastating attacks against the 
Byzantine Romans in Syria, Egypt and even into Anatolia itself. With barbarian invaders to the west, 
governors revolting in the north, east and south and the mighty Persians rampaging through their 
eastern lands, the Byzantines looked as if they might be wiped out - even their capital city of 
Constantinople was put briefly under siege. 

These events were set in motion within the first two or three years of the Prophet's ministry in 
Mecca, and as the years passed with greater Persian success, these events had propaganda value 
for the pagans. 

The Byzantines were Christians who believed more or less in one God, while the Persians 
presided over an empire filled with idolatry and who themselves subscribed to the dualistic religion 
of Zoroastrianism. The Meccans taunted the Muslims, telling them that this was a sign that their 
One God was defeated and fleeing. 

The Muslims were despondent and unable to respond until this chapter was revealed in about 
the year 620. The opening verses boldly predicted that the Romans would recover and move on to 
defeat their enemy within three to nine years. 

When the significance of this revelation became clear, Abu Bakr cheerfully went through the 
streets of Mecca telling everyone about it. One of the leaders of the Quraysh, Ubayy ibn Khalaf, 
offered to make a bet with Abu Bakr about this. 

Abu Bakr agreed, but Ibn Khalaf made him agree to the middle figure of six years, which is in 
between the three to nine years that the word bid' implies in Arabic. (This was before betting was 
made illegal in Islam.) If the Byzantines were not victorious within six years, then Abu Bakr would 
have to pay. 

Six years passed with no clear Roman victory, and Abu Bakr had to pay up. Early the following 
year, however, the Byzantines inflicted a crushing defeat upon the Persians at Nineveh (in 627) and 
forced them to flee back to their home territory, and many Muslims told Abu Bakr he was wrong for 
settling on a single year when bid' meant from three to nine years. Because this unlikely prediction 
made by the Qur'an came true, many new converts entered the fold of Islam. ( Tirmidhi ) 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


A lif. Lam. Meem. m 

The Romans have been defeated in 
the lowest place on earth, but they'll be 
victorious (over their Persian enemies), in 
spite of this defeat, in three to nine years 
time. 


Background Info... v. 4-6 

One of the Meccan idol-worshippers 
had boasted to the Muslims, “You have a 
scripture, and the Christians also have a 
scripture, but we are without any 
scripture. Our Persian brothers have 
overcome your Roman brothers, and so 
shall we overcome you if you ever try to 
fight us.” This passage was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Command over the past and the 
future belongs to Allah, and when that 
day (of victory arrives), the believers will 
be the ones celebrating with Allah's help. 

He helps whomever He wants, for He's 
the Powerful and the Merciful. (This is) 
Allah's promise, and Allah never backs 
away from His promise, but most people 
don't understand, p-ej 

They only understand the outward 
aspects of the life of this world, while 
they're unconcerned with the next life, pi 


Haven't they pondered (this question) 
within themselves, that perhaps Allah 
didn't create the heavens and the earth 
and everything in between them except 
for a valid reason and a limited time? 

Even so, there are still many people 
who deny the meeting they have with 
their Lord, m 



Haven't they traveled throughout the 
earth and seen what happened to all 
those (civilizations) that came before 
them? 

They were stronger than (these people 
here today) and worked the land and 
populated it in far greater numbers than 
they ever could've done. 

Messengers went to them with clear 
evidence (of Allah's truth; yet, they 
rejected them). It wasn't Allah Who did 
them any wrong; rather, they wronged 
their own souls, pi 
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In the end, the final result for evil is 
greater evil in return, for they denied the 

signs of Allah and treated them as a joke! 

[ 10 ] 

The Verdict is for Allah Alone 

y\llah is the One Who initiates the 
creation and then repeats it, and then all 
of you will go back to Him. On the day 
when the Hour (of Judgment) is 
established, the guilty will stagger along 
in despair. [11-12] 

They'll have no one to intercede for 
them among their 'partners,' and what's 
more they're going to reject their 
'partners' (as false friends). U 3 i 

On the day when the Hour is 
established, that will be the day when 
they'll be divided into categories, imj 

Those who had faith and did what was 
morally right will rejoice in ecstasy, while 
those who rejected faith and denied Our 
signs and their meeting in the next life 
will be taken in for punishment, tis-16) 

So glorify Allah in the evening and 
when you rise up in the morning - all 
praise within the heavens and the earth 
belongs to Him - (glorify Him) in the late 
afternoon and at midday, as well. &7-18] 

He brings life from death and death 
from life, and He gives life to the earth 
after it was dead. That's just how you're 


going to be brought out (of your graves 
at the resurrection)! U9] 

Evidence of Allah's Hand in 
Human Society 

.Among His signs is the fact that He 
created you from dust. Then from that 
(simple substance), you became widely 
scattered mortals! (201 

And among His signs is the fact that 
He created spouses for you from among 
your own kind so you can dwell with 
them in harmony. Indeed, He put love 
and mercy between you, and there are 
signs in this for people who think. [211 

Among His signs are the creation of 
the heavens and the earth and the 
differences in your languages and skin 
colors. There are indeed signs in this for 
people who know. 1221 



Among His signs are the occasions 
during the night and day when you sleep, 
and also your daily search for the 
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resources that His bounty provides. 

There are signs in this for those who 
listen. ( 23 i 

Among His signs that He exhibits to 
you is the lightning that causes you to 
hope (for rain), as well as to fear (for your 
lives). 

He sends down water from the sky and 
uses it to revive the earth after it was 
barren. There are indeed signs in this for 
the thoughtful. [ 24 ] 


• c 



Among His signs is the fact that the 
sky and the earth stand firmly by His 
command. However, when He calls to 
you with a single shout, you'll emerge 
from (your graves) in the earth! psi 

All (creatures) that reside within the 
heavens and the earth belong to Him, 
and they're all devoted to Him. He's the 
One Who initiates the creation and then 
repeats it. 

That's easy for Him to do. All 
throughout the heavens and the earth, 
the most stunning examples are His, for 
He's the Powerful and the Wise. 126-271 


Use Your Common Sense 

IMow He's going to set out for you 
an example taken from your own selves. 
Do you take partners from among your 
servants to share equally in the wealth 
We've given you? 

Do you feel the same kind of fear 
towards them as you would feel fear 
towards each other? This is how we 
explain the verses precisely for people 
who use their reason, pgj 

But no! The wrongdoers follow their 
own whims instead of knowledge. So 
who can guide those whom Allah leaves 
astray? They'll have no one to help them 
(escape from the punishment they 
deserve). pm 

So set your face firmly upon the 
natural religion (of monotheism). Allah 
instilled this instinctive nature upon all of 
humanity, and Allah never changes what 
He creates. This is the straight religion; 
yet, most people don't understand, poi 

Turn back to Him (in repentance), and 
be mindful of Him. Establish prayer, and 
don't be among those who make 
partners (with Allah), on 

Those who split their religion up into 
competing factions - each side happily 
assumes it has (the truth). 021 
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Our Lack of Appreciation 
for Allah's Favor 

en bad times come upon 
people, they cry out to their Lord, turning 
back to Him (in sincere repentance). 

Yet, when He gives them a taste of 
mercy from His Own Self, some of them 
make partners with their Lord - (as if to 
show) how really thankless they can be 
for what We've given them. 

So enjoy yourselves now - oh, but 
soon you'll know! Have We sent down to 
them some kind of authority that tells 
them all about the 'partners' they've 
(taken in worship)? [33-351 

When We give people a taste of 
mercy, they celebrate it. However, when 
some hardship comes upon them, 
because (of the mistakes) they made with 
their own hands, they're plunged into 
despair! pel 

Don't they see that Allah increases or 
restricts the resources of whomever He 
wants? There are signs in this for those 
who believe. [371 

(So don't be afraid to) give what is due 
to your relatives, the poor and stranded 
travelers. This is the best course of action 
for those who seek Allah's face, and 
they're the ones who will be successful. 

[381 


Remember Where 
the Best Returns Lie 

investment money that you give 
out to other people, (in the hopes) of 
making a profit (in return) off 
their property, doesn't get you 
any increase (in value) with Allah. 

However, what you give in charity, 
seeking only Allah's face, (will increase 
your value with Him). They're the ones 
who will get multiplied returns. [391 

Allah is the One Who created you and 
gave you your resources. Then He'll 
cause you to die and then bring you back 
to life again. 

Can any of your 'partners' do anything 
like that? Glory be to Him! He's high 
above the partners they make with Him. 

[401 

The World is Your Example 

Corruption has appeared on land 
and at sea because of what the hands of 
people have done. (Allah allows it to go 
forward) so they can suffer the (bad 
consequences) of their actions and thus 
have a chance to return (to Him), wn 

Say to them," Travel all over the world, 
and see the end result of all those 
(civilizations) that came before you, and 
most of them made partners (with Allah). 

[ 42 ) 
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"So set your face towards the straight 
religion before a day comes from Allah 
that can't be put off, a day when people 
will be divided (into different categories)." 

( 43 ] 

Whoever rejected faith will suffer from 
that rejection, while the one who did 
what was morally right will have prepared 
a fine resting place for himself. (44] 

(That's so) He can reward those who 
believed and did what was morally right 
from His bounty. 

Truly, He has no love for those who 
cover over (their awareness of the truth). 

[ 45 ] 


Signs in Nature are to be Pondered 



.Among His signs are the winds that 
He sends as welcome news (for sailors), 


and also so you can have a taste of His 
mercy. 

(Those same winds) propel ships 
(through the sea) by His command, 
allowing you to search for His bounty, 
and also so you can be thankful. ( 46 i 

And so it was that We sent messengers 
before you, (Muhammad,) to their 
respective nations, and they brought clear 
evidence. 

We took retribution upon those who 
were wicked, and it was Our task to help 
those who believed, m 

Allah is the One Who sends the winds 
that form the clouds. Then He spreads 
them in the sky as He wills and breaks 
them into fragments until you see water 
coming out from within them. 

Then after He's caused (the rain) to fall 
upon whichever of His servants that He 
wills, you see them celebrating, even 
though they were in abject desperation 
just a moment before. H8-49] 

So examine the results of Allah's 
mercy: how He gives life to the earth after 
it was barren. 

This is how life will come to the dead, 
for He has power over all things. isoj 

On the other hand, if We happened to 
send a whirlwind that damaged their 
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crops, leaving them withered and yellow, 
they would become thankless once more! 

1511 


once more and grey hair, as well. He 
creates whatever He wants, for He's the 
Knowing and the Determiner, imi 



What will it Take 
for Them to Listen? 

You can't make the dead listen, nor 
can you force the deaf to hear the call, 
especially once they've turned their backs 
on it, and neither can you lead the blind 
back from their wandering. 

You can only convince the faithful to 
listen, for they've believed in Our 
(revealed) verses, and they've surrendered 
(their wills) to Us. 152-53) 

Allah is the One Who created you 
weak (at birth), and Who gave you your 
strength after that weakness. Then after 
that strength, (He will) give you weakness 


On the day when the Hour (of 
Judgment) is established, the wrongdoers 
will swear that they hadn't lived but an 
hour - that's how used to being deceived 
they were! [551 


Then the learned people who believed 
will say (to them)," You were just passing 
time within Allah's recorded (plan), all 
the way up to the Day of Resurrection. 
Now this is the Day of Resurrection, but 
you weren't paying attention f isei 

So no excuses the wrongdoers offer 
that day will do them any good, nor will 
they be allowed to make amends. [57) 

And so We've laid out in this Qur'an 
every kind of example for people (to 
learn from), but even if you brought them 
a miracle (that they couldn't deny), the 
faithless would say of it, "You're only 
talking nonsense." tssi 

That's how Allah seals the hearts of 
those who won't understand. Have 
patience with them, for Allah's promise is 
real, and don't let the faithless shake your 
resolve. [59-601 
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Luqman 

31 Luqman 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter takes its name after a legendary wise man Luqman whose ultimate identity is 
unknown. The example of the sage, who was virtually unknown to Arabian lore, is meant to create 
further connections between the past and the contemporary preaching of the Prophet, in order to 
show that Allah is ultimately the source for all wise and noble teachings. The remainder of the 
chapter is dedicated to highlighting more proofs of Allah's power, as well as the reality of the next 
life. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Lam. Meem. m 

These are the verses of the Book of 
wisdom. (It's a source of) guidance and a 
mercy to the righteous. [2-3] 



They're the ones who establish prayer, 
give in charity and have the full 
confidence in their hearts of the next life. 
They're being guided by their Lord, and 
they'll be successful, h-sj 


Background info... v. 6-7 

There are two references as to the 
reason for this verse. They both revolve 
around a man named an-Nadr ibn al- 
Harith, who had traveled frequently to 
Persia. He offered the Quraysh his tales 
of Persian heroes as an alternative to 
listening to the Qur'an. He also tried to 
use music to take people's attention 
away from the Qur'an. 

He used to bring out a foreign slave 
girl he owned to sing when Muhammad 
was preaching. He used to say, 
“Muhammad makes you listen to the 
Qur'an; then he asks you to pray and 
fast, and he makes life hard for you. 
Come and listen to this music instead, 
and have some fun." (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


There are some among people who 
buy useless tales that are devoid of 
knowledge, in order to mislead others 
from the path of Allah by making a 
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mockery of (knowledge). They'll have a 
humiliating punishment, m 

When Our (revealed) verses are read 
out to such a one, he turns away 
arrogantly, acting like he didn't hear 
anything - almost like he was deaf in 
both ears! Give him the news of a terrible 
punishment! m 

Those who believe and do what's 
morally right will have gardens of delight, 
[8] and there they shall remain! Allah's 
promise is true, for He's the Powerful and 
the Wise, pi 

He created the skies without any 
supports that you can see. He rooted 
firm highlands in the earth so it wouldn't 
shake with you, and He raised up all kinds 
of animals throughout (the earth). 

We send down water from the sky and 
produce every type of beneficial species 
(of plant) in pairs, noj 



That's the creation of Allah! Now 
show Me something that anyone else 
besides Him has created - it's just not 


possible! Therefore, the wrongdoers are 
clearly mistaken, mi 

The Wisdom of Luqman 


F.Y.I. 

Luqman was not a prophet, but he 
was a very wise man. It is said that he 
was offered the choice to become either 
a prophet or a very wise man. He chose 
the latter on the reasoning that the 
office of prophethood carries too much 
responsibility. He is often thought of as 
something of an Aesop of the Middle 
East, if you will. 

Though it is uncertain when and 
where he lived, some have suggested he 
was a citizen of the ancient city of Iram 
(Ubar?), which was a major trading 
center in present-day Oman nearly a 
thousand years before the lifetime of the 
Prophet. 

Others have placed him outside of 
Arabia altogether and have suggested 
that he was an African wise man, a 
carpenter by trade, who lived in the era 
of Prophet David. Most commentators 
seem to favor the latter view. Ibn Kathir 
records that Luqman’s son's name was 
Tharan. 


so it was that We bestowed 
wisdom upon Luqman, (telling him), "Be 
thankful to Allah. Whoever is thankful, 
then it's to the good of his own soul, but 
whoever is ungrateful, (know that) Allah 
doesn't need anything and is (already 
being) praised ." 1121 
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"My son," Luqman said to his child 
during a lesson ,"don't make any partners 
with Allah, for making partners is the 
worst offense (against Allah)." naj 

(On account of the sacrifices that 
parents make for their children), We 
made it a duty upon every human being 
(to be respectful) to his parents. 



After enduring wave upon wave of 
pain, his mother finally gives birth to him, 
and then he's (totally dependent on her) 
for two years of weaning. So be thankful 
to Me and to your parents, for the final 
destination (of you all) is back (to Me). m 

However, if (your parents) try to force 
you to set up partners with Me, offering 
(deities) about which you know nothing, 
then don't obey them. Yet, still keep 
company with them in this world in a fair 
manner. 

Keep yourself on the path of those 
who turn towards Me, for all of you will 
return to Me, and I'm going to tell you 
the meaning of everything you did. usi 


"My son," (Luqman said,) "even if there 
were a tiny speck of mustard seed lodged 
within a rock or anywhere else in the 
heavens or the earth, Allah can bring it 
out, for Allah is aware of all subtleties. U 6 i 

"My son, establish prayer, encourage 
what’s known (to be right in Allah's sight) 
and forbid what’s strange (or unfamiliar 
to Allah's good way). Have patience with 
whatever happens to you, for that shows 
determination in dealing with matters. ii 7 ] 

"Don't puff up your cheek (arrogantly) 
at other people nor strut around through 
the earth, for Allah has no love for 
conceited snobs. [i«i 

"Walk moderately, and speak softly, 
for the most annoying noise of all is the 
shrill of a donkey." \m 



Asking People to Believe 

Don't you see that Allah has tamed 
everything in the heavens and on earth 
for you and that He's showered His favors 
down upon you - favors that you can 
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recognize and others that you can't even 
fathom? 

Still there are some people who argue 
about (the existence) of Allah without 
knowledge, without guidance and 
without a scripture to enlighten them! poi 

When they're asked to follow what 
Allah has sent down, they say, "No way! 
We're going to follow what we found our 
ancestors doing." 

What! Even if it's Shaytan calling them 
to the punishment of the raging flame? 

pii 

Whoever submits his face to Allah and 
is good, then he's taken hold of the most 
secure handhold, for the final outcome 
rests with Allah. [221 

Whoever rejects faith, however - don't 
let their rejection bother you, for they're 
going to come back to Us, and then 
We're going to tell them the meaning of 
all that they did. Allah knows all the 
secrets of the heart! p 3 ] 

We give them time to enjoy 
themselves for a while, but in the end 
We're going to drive them ever deeper 
into relentless punishment. p 4 ] 

If you asked them who created the 
heavens and the earth, they would be 
sure to say, "Allah." 


So say to them, "Praise be to Allah." 
Yet, even still most of them don't 
understand! psi 

To Allah belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and the earth. Allah is the Self- 
Sufficient and Praiseworthy, psi 

If all the trees of the earth were pens, 
and the ocean (were made of ink) - even 
backed up by seven more oceans - still 
the words of Allah would not be 
exhausted, for Allah is strong and wise. 

[ 27 ] 



The creation and resurrection of you 
all isn't (any more difficult for Allah than 
doing both) to a single soul by itself, for 
Allah hears and sees (everything all at 
once). PS] 

Don't you see that Allah merges the 
night into the day and merges the day 
into the night and that He's the One Who 
tamed the sun and the moon, each 
following its own set trajectory? 
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Allah is well-informed about all that 
you do, and that's because Allah is the 
True Reality. 

Whatever they're calling upon besides 
Him is falsehood, for Allah is the Highest 
and the Greatest. 129-301 

Our Last Hope is with Allah 

Don't you see the ships sailing 
through the sea by Allah's favor, in order 
for Him to show you some of His signs? 

In this (example), there are signs for every 
patient and thankful person. 011 

If an overshadowing wave climbs up 
over (the bow of the ship), the (sailors) cry 
out to Allah, offering to devote 
themselves to Him (if He saves them). 



Yet, when He brings them safely back 
to the shore, some of them stop halfway 
(in between faith and rejection). 

Yet, no one rejects Our signs except 
for deceitful betrayers. 1321 

All you people! Be mindful of your 
Lord, and fear the day when no parent 
will be able to do anything for his own 
child, nor any child for his parent. 


Allah's promise is indeed the truth, so 
don't let the life of this world fool you, 
nor let the Great Deceiver trick you into 
(rejecting) Allah. [331 

Allah has Knowledge 
of the Unseen 


Background Info... v. 34: 

A bedouin came in from the desert 
with a horse and a colt to sell in the 
market. He saw Muhammad ( P ) and 
asked, “Who are you?” He replied, “I'm 
the Prophet of Allah.” The bedouin 
asked, “Who is the prophet of Allah?” 

When Muhammad ( P ) said to him that 
he was, the man then asked him, “So 
when will the Hour come to pass?” “It's 
part of the unseen, and no one can know 
it save Allah,” answered the Prophet. 
Then the man asked, “So when is it going 
to rain?” “It's not known except by 
Allah.” 

“So with what is my horse pregnant?” 
he asked. 

“It's not known except by Allah,” the 
Prophet said again. Then this verse was 
revealed in response. (Asbab ulNuzui) 


The knowledge of the Hour (of 
Judgment) is with Allah. He's the One 
Who sends down the rain, and He knows 
what's in the wombs (of pregnant 
women). No one knows what he'll earn 
tomorrow, nor does anyone know in what 
land he'll die, though Allah is full of 
knowledge and is well-informed (about 
all these things). 1341 
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The Prostration 

32 As-Sajdah 
Middle Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

The tone of this chapter reflects the fact that when it was revealed, the Meccan persecution had 
not yet reached its height. It answers a number of objections posed by the pagans, as well as 
emphasizing the utter 'rightness' of submitting to Allah. The Meccans are also asked to consider 
the fate of previous civilizations who rejected the call of Allah. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


A lif. Lam. Meem. m 

The revelation of this Book is from the 
Lord of All the Worlds; there's nothing 
doubtful within it! So are they saying, 
"He must have made it all up"? 

No way! It's the truth from your Lord, 
so you can warn a nation that never had 
any warner before you, and also so they 
can be guided. p- 3 i 

Allah is the One Who created the 
heavens and the earth and everything in 
between them in six stages; then He 
established Himself upon the throne (of 
power). 

There's no one who can protect you 
nor speak up for you other than He, so 
won't you be reminded? m 


He regulates all commands within the 
sky and the earth, and then after (the end 
has come, all affairs and matters) will 
ascend back to Him (for resolution) in a 
day that is like a thousand years of your 
estimation, pi 



That's what He's like - the knower of 
the hidden and the clear - the Powerful 
and the Merciful! tei 

He's the One Who created everything 
superbly! He initially created the human 
being from (nothing more) than clay. 
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Then He made his descendants from the 
extract of lowly mixed fluids. [7-sj 

Then He constructs (each of them in 
his mother's womb) and then breathes 
into him something of His spirit. 

Then He endows you with (the 
faculties of awareness): hearing, sight and 
feeling. (Yet, for all of these gifts), you're 
hardly thankful at all! pi 

Accepting the Concept 
of an Afterlife 

They say," What! When we're deep 
underground (and rotted away), are we 
really going to be made again like new?" 
But no! (They're) rejecting their 
appointment with their Lord, uoi 

Tell them," The Angel of Death will be 
put in charge of you, and he's going to 
collect your souls and take you back to 
your Lord." mi 

If only you could see how the guilty 
will be hanging their heads dejectedly 
before their Lord. 

"Our Lord." (they'll cry out in despair). 
"Now we see it, and now we've heard 
(our records read out to us). Please, send 
us back (to earth), and then we'll reform 

ourselves, for now we really do believe'." 

[121 


If We had wanted, We could've guided 
every soul, but the truth of My sentence 
will come to pass: 

"/ will fill Hell fire with jin ns and people 
all together ! So suffer it! You forgot this 
appointed day of yours, so now We're 
going to forget you! Suffer the eternal 
punishment for your deeds!" m-wi 

The true believers are those who, 
when they hear Our verses being read out 
to them, fall down in adoration and 
praise of their Lord. They're never too 
proud (to bow down before their Lord). 

[151 

Their bodies propel them to rise 
restlessly from their beds (at night) so 
they can call upon their Lord earnestly in 
hope and fear, and they spend (in charity) 
out of the resources that We've given 
them, [lei 

No soul knows what delights of the 
eye are kept hidden from it as a reward 
for the (good) they have (all) done 
(during their time in the world), mi 

The Twisted are not Equal 
to the Righteous 


Background Info... v. 18-22 

This passage was revealed 
concerning the case of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
and Walid ibn ‘Uqbah ibn Abi Mu’it. 
Walid boasted to ‘Ali, “I’m stronger than 
you, more eloquent than you and a 
stronger fighter than you.” 
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‘Ali said, “Shut up, you twisted 
deviant.” (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


so is the one who believes no 
better than the one who is a twisted 
deviant? No, they're not equal at all! usi 

Those who believe and do what's 
morally right will be given gardens for 
their welcoming place as a reward for 
what they used to do (in the world), H9i 


Take the Lesson for What it Is 

./\nd so it was that We gave a 
scripture to Moses; therefore, 
(Muhammad,) have no doubt (that a 
scripture is coming to you, too). 

We made (the Torah) to be a guide for 
the Children of Israel, and We set up 
leaders from among them who guided 
them by Our command. 



Twisted deviants will have for their 
place of welcome (nothing else save) the 
Fire, and every time they want to get out 
of it, they'll be pushed back into it. 

They'll be told, "Suffer the punishment of 
the Fire - (the punishment) that you used 
to call a lief [20 

However, before We condemn them 
to that (dreaded) punishment, We let 
them experience some (lesser) forms of 
punishment here (in the) lower (life of this 
world), so they can at least have (a 
chance to repent of their evil) and return 
(to the path of Allah). 1211 

So who's more wrong than the one 
who is reminded of the signs of his Lord 
but then turns away from them? We're 
indeed going to get retribution from the 
bad people! 1221 


(We favored them) for as long as they 
patiently persevered and believed in Our 
signs, but your Lord will judge between 
them and their points of difference on 
the Day of Assembly. 123-25] 

Haven't they learned any lessons from 
all those generations that We've 
destroyed before them, and among 
whose ruins they now explore? There are 
signs in this, so aren't they listening? 126] 



Don't they see how We drive the water 
to barren land and use it to grow plants 
for their cattle to eat, and for them, as 
well? Don't they see (any of those 
things)? 127] 
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They just ask, "So when will this all 
come out in the open, if you're really so 
honest?’ [28] 

Say to them," When the Day of Victory 
(arrives), believing then won't do any 


(good) for the faithless, and they won't be 
given any break, either." [29] 

So turn away from them and wait, for 
they'll be waiting, as well, ooi 
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The Allied Forces 

33 Al Ahzdb 
Middle Medinan Period 


Introduction 

Early in the year 627 CE, the largest Arab army that had ever been assembled marched on 
Medina to destroy Islam and the Muslim community forever. In preparation for this impending 
assault, the vastly outnumbered Muslims hastily dug a large trench along the exposed outskirts of 
the city. (This was the suggestion of the Persian convert, Salman al-Farsi.) The rear of the city, which 
contained many walled houses, was fortified together, and the disjointed walls were sealed with 
heavy brickwork. 

The twelve-thousand strong allied army, cobbled together by the leaders of the banished Banu 
Nadir Jews, was a formidable coalition made up of well-armed Meccans and men from five large 
bedouin tribes. When the jubilant horde approached the city and found a wide trench laid out 
before them, they scoffed and hesitated, for traditional battles among the Arabs had always 
involved simple frontal assaults of armed men against each other. 

The trench made their cavalry useless, and the attackers were thus forced to order a series of 
infantry charges. Their men were unable to cross the deep ravine in sufficient numbers, however, 
to overwhelm the defenders on the other side, who assailed them with arrows. Thus, the Allies 
settled in upon a strategy of blockading the city. It would be only a matter of time before Medina 
would be starved into submission, they reasoned. 

After some relatively uneventful weeks, one of the organizers of the coalition, Huyyay ibn 
Akhtab, persuaded the one remaining Jewish tribe in Medina, the Banu Qurayzah, to repudiate their 
treaty with the Muslims and join in a coordinated assault to overwhelm the Muslims from all sides. 
The situation for the Muslims was truly dangerous. 

To make matters worse, a large number of hypocrites within the city were counseling their 
fellows either to break with the Prophet and join the enemy or, at the very least, to escape and flee 
into the desert. 

The Muslims had never faced such a dire situation. However, through the skillful use of a double 
agent and an understanding of the fragile nature of the coalition facing him, the Prophet was able 
to split the resolve of the Allies and cause them to doubt each other's intentions. A sudden desert 
storm that arose one night convinced the demoralized attackers to lift the siege and flee - almost 
one month to the day after the attack began. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-3 

There are several different, yet 
complimentary, reports as to the 
references for the revelation of this 
passage. 

The most common of them is as 
follows. Some months after the Battle of 
Uhud, a delegation of Meccan pagans 
was allowed to enter Medina to parlay 
with the Prophet under a guarantee of 
safety. They included Abu Sufyan, 
'Ikrimah, the son of the slain Abu Jahl (at 
Badr), and Abdul A'war as-Sulaymi. 

The delegation met first with 
'Abdullah ibn Ubayy and some of his 
hypocrites. Then the Meccans, 
accompanied by two hypocrites named 
'Abdullah ibn Sa'd and Ta'ma ibn Ubayrak 
(who is mentioned in the background to 
verses 4:105-112), went to hold a meeting 
with Muhammad. 

Abu Sufyan began his address, 
exclaiming, ''Don't say anything about 
our gods Lat, 'Uzza and Manat, except 
that they have the power to advocate 
and that they bring benefits for their 
worshippers, and then we'll leave you 
alone with your Lord." 

The Prophet didn't agree, and 'Umar 
ibn al Khattab (d. 644), who was also 
present, asked for permission to kill 
them. 

"But I have guaranteed their safety," 
the Prophet objected. So 'Umar told the 
delegation, "Go with Allah's curse and 
anger upon you." The Prophet then 
asked the delegation to depart the city. 
These three verses were then revealed. 

( Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


C 3 Prophet! Be mindful (of Allah). Pay 
no mind to those who cover over (their 
awareness of the truth) nor to the 
hypocrites, for Allah is full of knowledge 
and wisdom, tu 


Instead, follow the inspiration that's 
coming to you from your Lord, for Allah 
knows exactly what you're doing. Put 
your trust in Allah, for Allah is enough to 
look after (your) affairs, p-3] 

Adopted Children must Retain 
their Own Family Names 


Background Info... v. 4-6 

One day when the Prophet was 
praying in congregation he trembled 
momentarily. Some hypocrites then said 
(oddly enough) that the Prophet was 
wavering between his adopted home of 
Medina and his love of his hometown, 
and so they said, ‘He has two hearts.’ 

The first part of verse four was 
revealed to affirm that the Prophet has a 
single heart and a single purpose, (ibn 
Kath/r) The remainder of this passage 
was revealed to settle the status of 
actual blood relationships versus 
adoptive ones. 


.Allah hasn't placed two hearts in any 
man's chest, nor has He made the wives 
whom (some of) you (have wrongfully) 
divorced by (saying they're like your 
mothers), the same as your mothers, nor 
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has He made your adopted children your (who fled oppression), according to the 
actual (biological) children. decree of Allah. 


All these statements are just phrases 
from your mouths. Allah explains (how 
it's really meant to be) in all truth, and 
thus He guides you on the path, w 

Call (your adopted children) by the 
surnames of their fathers, for that's the 
right thing to do in the sight of Allah. 
However, if you don't know (the 
surnames) of their fathers, then call them 
your brothers in faith and your protected 
ones. 


However, continue to do the right 
thing for your close associates, as that's 
decreed in the Book (of Allah), isi 

All Prophets 

were the Same In Purpose 

that We took an agreement 
from (all the prophets), even as We (took 
such an agreement) from you, 
(Muhammad,) and from Noah, Abraham, 
Moses and Jesus, the son of Mary. 




We took from them a formal 
agreement (that said that Allah) would 
question the honest (messengers) about 
their sincerity (in conveying the messages 
to their peoples). 

He's prepared a painful punishment 
for those who (ungratefully) cover over 
(their natural disposition to believe in 
Him). 17 -si 


There is no blame if you make a 
mistake in this, for it's your heart's 
intentions (that matter). Truly, Allah is 
forgiving and merciful, pi 

The Prophet is closer to the believers 
than they are to themselves, and his wives 
are like their mothers. Blood-relatives 
have closer ties to each other (in 
inheritance rights) than (the wider 
fellowship) of believers and immigrants 


The Great Siege of Medina 


Background Info... v. 9 

The Great Siege of Medina was the 
most harrowing time for the Muslims. 
The pagans expected a speedy victory. 
Instead, due to the many defenses 
erected by the Muslims, especially a five 
yard deep trench across the exposed 
front of the city, the Allies had to settle 
in for a blockade. 
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After a month the alliance collapsed, 
and a fierce sandstorm drove the hoard 
away. 


An you who believe! Remember the 
favor of Allah upon you when an 
overwhelming horde (of enemies) came 
down upon you (to attack you right at 
Medina). 

We let loose against them a fierce 
desert sandstorm and other forces you 
couldn't even see, for Allah is watching 
everything you do! pi 


Background Info... v. 10-12 

When the pagan forces, over twelve 
thousand strong, arrived, some of the 
pagans made camp on low ground in the 
plain, while others made their camps in 
the hills overlooking Medina. The sight 
of their many campfires must have been 
frightening indeed to those mere 3,000 
Muslim fighters within the city walls! 

One man named Mu’attib even 
publicly shouted, “Muhammad promised 
us the treasures of Khosroes and Caesar, 
but look. We can’t even (go out of the 
city gates) to go to the bathroom!” A 
more faithful man named Abu Sa’eed 
asked the Prophet, “O Messenger of 
Allah, is there anything we can say, for 
our hearts are in our throats?” 

The Prophet replied, “Yes, say, ‘O 
Allah, cover our weaknesses and calm 
our fears.’” This passage was revealed in 
comment. (Ibn Kathir) 


The (enemy) came upon you from 
above you and below you - eyes lost 


hope, and hearts leapt up to their throats, 
(as some of you) imagined all sorts of 
(treasonous) thoughts against Allah. 110] 

That was traumatic for the faithful, and 
they were shaken with intense trembling. 

nil 

The hypocrites and the sick at heart 
(panicked and) cried out, "Allah and His 
Messenger have promised us nothing 
more than a fantasy." 1121 


Background Info... v. 13 

It was a man named Auws ibn Qayzi 
of the tribe of Banu Harithah who said 
the following statement on behalf of his 
clan, but his people were really more 
interested in fleeing a potentially 
catastrophic battle, (ibn Kathir) 


Some of them said, "People of Yathrib! 
You can't withstand (this assault)! Pull 
back now, (and protect your own 
homes)!' 

A group of them even went to the 
Prophet and asked to be excused from 
the defense (of the city), saying, "Our 
homes are exposed and undefended." 

Their homes were not exposed, nor 
were they without defense. They only 
wanted to run away (from the front lines). 

( 13 ) 

If there had, in fact, been a way (for 
the enemy to slip through) from the sides 
(of the city), and if (those infiltrators) 
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called (to the hypocrites) to betray (the 
believers) and join them, then (know that) 
they wouldn't have hesitated for an 
instant to do it! imi 



(Indeed, they would've turned on you), 
even though they had already made an 
agreement with Allah not to turn their 
backs on you, and an agreement with 
Allah must be answered for! tisi 


They held back from (committing fully) 
to you. When they're terrified, you'll see 
(people like that) looking to you (for 
help), with their eyes swiveling around 
like someone about to die! 

When the fear is past, however, they'll 
stab at you with their sharp tongues and 
stretch themselves out to grab whatever 
goods they can. 

These kinds of people have no faith, so 
Allah has cancelled the value of their 
deeds, and that's easy for Allah to do. ii 9 ] 

They think that the Allied Forces are 
still lurking (in the countryside 
somewhere). 


Say to them, "Running away won't do 
you any good if you're just trying to 
escape death or (a fierce) battle, for even 
if you did (get away), you wouldn't enjoy 
more than a moment's rest ." uei 

Then ask them," Who could shield you 
from Allah if it were His desire to punish 
you or to show you mercy?' They'll find 
neither any best friend nor any helper 
apart from Allah! [ni 

Indeed, Allah knows about those 
among you who tried to discourage 
(people from joining in the defense of 
Medina) and also about those who said 
to their brothers, "Come over here with 
us," but who then participated in the 
fighting for only a short while. [i«] 


Well, if the Allied Forces did happen to 
appear (before the walls of Medina once 
more), then (the hypocrites) would (once 
again) wish they were wandering around 
in the deserts with the bedouins, asking 
for the latest news (from a safe place). 

However, if they did stay in your 
company, they would hardly aid in the 
battle. [20] 

Courage and Faith 

Messenger of Allah provides you 
with a beautiful example (to follow), for 
anyone who longs for Allah and the Last 
Day and who remembers Allah often. 1211 
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Indeed, when the believers (in the city 
of Medina) saw the Allied Forces 
(approaching in the distance to attack), 
they said," This is what Allah and His 
Messenger promised us (would happen), 
and Allah and His Messenger told us the 
truth." 

(The prospect of desperate battle) did 
no more than increase their faith and 
submission (to Allah). 1221 

Those Who were 
True to their Oath 


Background Info... v. 23-24 

A man named Anas ibn al-Nadir was 
unable to participate in the Battle of 
Badr, and he made an oath, saying, “I 
swear that if I have another chance, I’ll 
make people notice what I’ll do.” 

When the Battle of Uhud was at 
hand, he prayed for forgiveness from 
Allah and declared he was free of what 
pagans believe. He entered the battle 
and told one of the companions, “I 
swore by the One Who owns my soul 
that I’ll be the first one to enter 
Paradise.” 

Then he fought without hesitation 
until he was killed. The companions later 
reported that when they found his body 
it had over 80 wounds on it, and they 
didn’t know if it was him for certain until 
his sister was able to identify the shape 
of his fingertips. This passage was 
revealed concerning his case and the 
case of others who were likewise 
martyred. (Bukhari) 


1 here are some men from among 
the faithful who've been true to their 
promise with Allah. 

Some have completed their oath (by 
sacrificing their lives in Allah's cause), 
while others are still waiting (to prove 
themselves), and they've never swerved 
(in their determination) at all. [23] 

(They know that) Allah will reward the 
truthful for their truthfulness and punish 
the hypocrites, if He so desires, though 
He may be merciful to them, for Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. [ 24 ] 

Allah turned back the faithless in all 
their fury, and they gained no advantage 
at all! Allah is enough (of an ally) for the 
believers in their battles, for Allah is 
strong and powerful. [ 25 j 

He brought the Followers of Previous 
Revelation who had joined the (enemy's) 
side down from their strongholds and 
caused their hearts to panic. 

You killed a portion of the (Banu 
Qurayzah) and took another portion (as 
bonded-servants), ra 

He made you inherit their lands, 
houses and goods. (Then, later on), you 
also (gained control) over (the distant city 
of Khaybar), a place where you had never 
been before, for Allah has power over all 
things. [27] 
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An Option for the Wives of the 
Prophet 


Background Info... v. 28-29 

The Prophet's wives were upset and 
annoyed that they had to live an austere 
life of poverty. The Prophet, himself, 
owned practically nothing, for he 
constantly gave whatever came into his 
possession away to charity. It often 
happened that his wives had barely 
enough food for a proper diet. 

So they began to grumble and ask for 
a material lifestyle that would seem 
more appropriate to their higher status 
as wives of the Prophet of Allah. Even as 
another family crisis was solved through 
a Qur’anic dispensation (see 66:1-5) that 
offered his wives the choice to divorce 
him and have a nice and enriching 
settlement, here also the same offer is 
given. 


(3 Prophet! Say to your wives, "Ifyou 
want the life of this world and all its 
glitter, then come on! I'll set you up in 
style and then set you free in a fine 
manner, psi 

“However, if you're longing for Allah 
and His Messenger and the home of the 
next life, (know that) Allah has prepared a 
tremendous reward for the good among 
you." [ 29 ) 

Women of the Prophet! If any of you 
were ever proven guilty of outrageous 
acts, then the punishment would be 
doubled for her, and that's easy for Allah. 

[ 30 ] 


If any of you are devoted to the 
service of Allah and His Messenger and 
do what's morally right, then We'll double 
her reward and provide her with a 
generous amount of benefits, on 

Special Regulations for the 
Prophet's Household 


Background Info... v. 32-34 

The Prophet was having a meal at the 
home of one of his wives named Umm 
Salamah, when she brought out a 
particularly tasty dish. He asked her to 
go and invite his daughter Fatimah, her 
husband 'Ali and their two small sons, 
Hassan and Husayn, to share in the meal. 
After they arrived and began to eat, 
Husayn began to play with a cloak in the 
back of the room. 

Suddenly, this passage came to the 
Prophet, and he recited the verses. Then 
he asked the four guests to gather close 
to him. He wrapped the cloak around 
them and lifted his hands heavenward 
saying, “My Lord! These are my family, 
and they’re special to me, so remove all 
shortcomings from them and make them 
pure and spotless.” 

Umm Salamah came closer and said, 
“And me among them, too!” The 
Prophet said to her, “Truly, the best for 
you. Truly, the best for you.” (Asbabul- 
Nuzul) 


Women of the Prophet! You're not 
like other women. If you have the 
awareness (of Allah in your hearts), then 
don't be too soft spoken when you speak 
(with men in public), otherwise a person 
with a warped heart might become 
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(infatuated) with you. So speak firmly 
and forthrightly. 021 

Stay quietly in your homes, and don't 
make a dazzling spectacle (of yourselves) 
like (women used to do) in the backward 
days before (Islam). 

Establish prayer, give in charity, and 
obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah 
wants nothing more than to cleanse you 
of any blemishes (in your character), O 
you people of the (Prophet's) household, 
and to make you pure and spotless. [33] 

Meditate on what is recited to you in 
your homes of the verses of Allah's (Book) 
and His wisdom, for Allah is well- 
informed of the deepest mysteries (of the 

SOUl). 134 ] 

Men and Women have Equal 
Status before Allah 


Background Info... v. 35 

The Muslims who had fled to 
Abyssinia during the worst days of 
Meccan persecution slowly began to 
migrate to Medina to join the Muslims 
who had already settled there. Among 
these latecomers was a woman named 
Asma', who was wife of Ja’far ibn Abi 
Talib. She went to some of the Prophet’s 
wives and asked, “Is there anything 
revealed in the Qur’an with regards to us 
(women)?” 

When they told her that there was 
not, she then went to the Prophet and 
lamented, “Why are women always 
hopeless and shortchanged?” 


When the Prophet asked her what 
she meant, she said, “Because (women) 
haven’t been mentioned in 
righteousness in the same way as men.” 
(Umm Salamah, the Prophet’s wife, also 
exDressed somethine similar. - ) 

The Prophet waited for guidance 
from Allah, and soon this verse was 
revealed to assure women of Allah’s 
equal love for both. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


F or men and women 
who have surrendered 
(themselves to Allah), 

for men and women who believe, 
for men and women who are devout, 
for men and women who are honest, 
for men and women who are patient, 

for men who are humble 
and women who are humble, 
for men who donate (to charity) 
and women who donate (to charity), 
for men who fast and women who fast, 

for men who are chaste 
and women who are chaste, 
and for men who remember Allah often 
and for women who 
remember Allah often 

- for them Allah has prepared 
forgiveness and a great reward. [351 
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The Case of Zayd ibn Harith 


Background Info... v. 36-40 

Long before he had become a 
prophet, Muhammad ( P > had adopted a 
son named Zayd ibn Harith while he was 
living in Mecca. 

Originally, the boy was a Syrian slave 
that his wife Khadijah had given to him, 
but Muhammad had freed him and taken 
him as his own. Thus, he was known as 
Zayd ibn Muhammad. ( P ) Zayd's Syrian 
father later came in search of his son and 
found him living safely in Mecca. 

Zayd, who had grown up from 
boyhood in Mecca in Muhammad's 
household, politely told his father he 
wanted to remain where he was. Years 
later, after the start of the prophethood 
of Muhammad ( P ) and after the Muslims 
were settled in Medina, the Prophet 
arranged a marriage between his distant 
cousin, Zaynab bint Jahsh and Zayd. 

The marriage didn't work out, 
however, for the upper class Zaynab was 
not content to be married to a common 
man who was a former slave, and she 
treated him with veiled contempt (in her 
belief that he was beneath her nobility). 

That Zaynab was a true beauty is not 
in dispute, and Muhammad, ( P ) himself, 
once caught a glimpse of her in public 
and became attracted towards her, 
exclaiming, “Praise be to Allah Who 
changes the heart,'' much as King David 
of the Bible was similarly enamored of 
another man's wife. (See II Samuel 11:2- 

27.) 

In the interest of proper conduct, the 
Prophet Muhammad ( P ) suppressed any 
internal interest for her. As time passed, 
however, Zayd did not like how he was 
being treated by Zaynab, and he asked 
the Prophet about divorcing her. 


The Prophet advised him to stay 
married, but the love was gone in that 
marriage. Thus, despite Muhammad's ( P ) 
efforts to preserve the marriage, Zayd 
wound up divorcing Zaynab. 

A short time later, the Prophet 
proposed to her, and she readily 
accepted the offer. This situation, 
however, created a minor scandal - with 
the Jews and hypocrites of Medina 
accusing Muhammad ( P ) of marrying his 
own son's former wife. 

This passage was revealed after 
verses 4-6 of this chapter, clarifying that 
there is no harm in marrying someone 
who was married to an adopted person, 
as the adopted person is not a biological 
relative, and thus the usual restrictions 
do not apply. 


It's not right for a believer, whether 
male or female, to second guess a 
decision about a matter that's been 
decided by Allah and His Messenger. 
Whoever disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger is clearly mistaken in error, pq 

(Muhammad, when Zayd wanted to 
divorce his wife Zaynab,) you had said to 
(your adopted son Zayd, a man) who had 
received Allah's grace and your favor, 
"Stay (married) to your wife and be 
mindful of Allah." 

However, you were hiding something 
in your heart that Allah was about to 
disclose. You were afraid of (what) 
people (would think if you were to ma r ry 
the woman that Zayd divorced, but it's 
more appropriate) for you to fear Allah. 
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Then, after Zayd dissolved (his 
marriage) to her, following all the proper 
procedures, 

We joined her in marriage to you, so 
that there wouldn't be any more 
(confusion) among the faithful about (the 
permissibility) of marrying the ex-spouses 
of their adopted children, after all the 
proper procedures (of divorce) have been 
followed, for Allah's command must be 

fulfilled. [37] 

There shouldn't be any obstacles for 
the Prophet in discharging the duty that 
Allah has laid upon him. This principle of 
Allah was practiced by those who passed 
before, and the command of Allah is an 
irresistible decree, psi 

(The principle outlined above is 
accepted by) those who convey the 
messages of Allah and who fear Him. So 
fear no one besides Allah, for Allah is 
enough to make an accounting (of what 
people do). 139] 

Muhammad is not the father of any of 
your men, but he is the Messenger of 
Allah and the Seal of the Prophets. 
Indeed, Allah knows about all things, hoi 

Allah's Message 
of Hope in Tough Times 

An you who believe! Remember 
Allah with great remembrance. Glorify 
Him in the morning and at night. [41-421 


He's the One Who sends down 
blessings upon you, and the angels do so 
as well, in order that He can bring you 
out of darkness into the light, and He's 
merciful to the believers. [ 43 ] 

On the day when they're going to 
meet Him, they'll greet each other by 
saying, "Peace." He has indeed prepared 
a generous reward for them, m 

Instructions for the Prophet 

(3 Prophet! We've sent you to be a 
witness, a bringer of good news, a warner 
and also a caller to Allah's (path), by His 
leave, like a lamp shining light in dark 
places. [ 45 - 46 ] 

So give good news to the faithful that 
they'll have great favor from Allah 
(waiting for them). [ 47 ] 

Don't obey those who cover over 
(their faith) nor the hypocrites, and pay 
no mind to their pestering ways. Rather, 
put your trust in Allah, for Allah is enough 
to take care of all matters, m 

Divorce before Consummation 

you who believe! When any of 
you marries a believing woman, but then 
divorces her without ever having had 
intimate relations with her, then there's 
no need for you to keep track of her 
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A Dispensation for the Prophet 


waiting period. Give her a gift, and then 
set her free graciously. ( 49 ] 

The Prophet’s 
Defined Marriage Rules 


C 3 Prophet! 


We've made lawful for 


you your wives to whom you've given 
their dowries, as well as those 
(maidservants) under your control who've 
been acquired through spoils and were 
assigned to you by Allah. 


(Also lawful for you in marriage are) 
the daughters of your paternal and 
maternal aunts and uncles, (as long as 
they've demonstrated their loyalty to 
Islam) by migrating (from Mecca to 
Medina) with you, and any believing 
woman who offers herself (in marriage) to 
the Prophet, if the Prophet wishes to 
marry her. 

These (specific marriage regulations) 
are only for you, (Muhammad), and not 
for any other believers. 

We know what regulations We've 
already stipulated for them with regards 
to their wives and (the maidservants) 
under their control. 

(We've spelled out your allowances 
specifically here) so that you won't have 
any difficulty (in knowing what you're 
allowed to do), for Allah is forgiving and 
merciful, isoj 


Background Info... v. 51 

The Prophet had been dividing up his 
scant free time equally among his wives, 
and this was a hardship for him for two 
reasons: he was generally busy with 
worship and community work and found 
it hard to keep a regular family schedule, 
and he also had more fondness for some 
of his wives and preferred to spend more 
of his free time with them in their 
apartments. 

A’ishah reports that he said in 
exasperation one day, “0 Allah, I’ve 
done as much as I can with regard to 
what’s under my control, so don't blame 
me for what’s under Your control and 
not mine." (Ahmad) 

In other words, he had no control 
over his feelings and heart. The Prophet, 
therefore, desired to be granted 
flexibility with regard to his scheduling, 
for he had to ask permission from the 
wife whose turn it was to see him if he 
wanted to spend time with another, and 
this new verse was revealed to give that 
flexibility to him. 


(C 3 Prophet,) you can postpone any 
of (your wives' turns to be with you), as 
you like, or you can see whichever one of 
them as you like. You won't be blamed in 
either case if you call upon one of them 
whose turn you had postponed. 


(Your exemption from having to follow 
a rigid, fixed schedule among your wives) 
is so that their eyes may be cooled, that 
their anxious feelings (may be answered), 
and that they can be satisfied with 
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whatever you can offer them. Allah 
knows what's in your hearts, and Allah is 
full of knowledge and forbearance, isii 

(Now that some time has passed, 
Muhammad,) you're forbidden to marry 
any more women after this (new verse 
revealed here now), nor can you 
substitute any of them for (other) wives, 
even though you might be attracted by 
their beauty, except for any (handmaiden 
you wish to marry) who may be under 
your authority. Allah watches over all 
things, isa 

Etiquette in the Prophet's 
Household 

An you who believe! When you're 
coming for a meal, don't enter the 
Prophet's house without permission, and 
don't arrive so early that you're waiting 
around for (the food to) finish (cooking). 



When you're invited inside, come in. 
Then, when the meal is over, leave in a 


timely fashion without trying to engage 
in small talk. 

This annoys the Prophet, but he's too 
shy to ask you to leave - though Allah 
isn't too shy to tell you the truth. When 
you ask (his wives) for something, ask 
them through a curtain (separating you 
both). This is more wholesome for the 
sake of both your hearts and theirs. 

(Know that) it's not right for any of you 
to annoy the Messenger of Allah, nor 
should you marry any of his widows after 
he has passed away. That would be 
going too far in the sight of Allah. [S 3 ] 

Whether you show something or hide 
it, (remember that) Allah knows about all 
things, imi 

There is no blame on the (wives of the 
Prophet if they see and converse with the 
following categories of men, without a 
partition between them): their fathers, 
their sons, their brothers, their brothers' 
sons, their sisters' sons, their female 
(friends and relatives) and the servants 
under their authority. Be mindful of 
Allah, for Allah is a witness to all things. 

[ 55 ] 

Allah and His angels send blessings 
down upon the Prophet. All you who 
believe! Call for blessings to be sent 
down upon him, and wish him peace with 
due respect, tsei 
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Those who annoy Allah and His 
Messenger are cursed by Allah in this 
world, while in the next life He's prepared 
a humiliating punishment (especially) for 
them. [ 57 ) 


Thus, to help Muslim women avoid 
being accosted by such lecherous men, 
this verse was revealed, advising them 
how to dress so the non-Muslims seeking 
orostitutes wouldn’t bother them. 


Even more, those who annoy believing 
men and believing women, without a 
valid reason, take upon themselves the 
crime of slander and also a blatant sin. tssj 

Dress Code for Women in Public 


O Prophet! Tell your wives and 
daughters and the believing women that 
they should draw their outer garments 
closely over their bodies (when they go 
out in public). 


Background Info... v. 59 

Although the Prophet and his 
followers had migrated to Yathrib, soon 
to be known as Medina, and established 
themselves there from the year 622, the 
Muslims did not rule over the whole city 
as if it were their own city-state. It 
wasn’t until the year 628 that Muslim 
sway over the city was fully cemented. 

Prior to this, Muhammad and his 
followers had to maintain a delicate 
balance between many competing 
interests, such as the Jewish tribes, the 
hypocrites, and the large number of 
pagans that remained among the local 
bedouin population. Thus, not every vice 
could be eliminated or policed right 
away. One of these vices was 
prostitution. 

Although it was forbidden to 
Muslims, the many non-Muslim residents 
and visitors in the city still sought out 
prostitutes for their services. If a woman 
walked outside in the streets at night 
and her hair was unveiled and her 
clothes were loosely draped, it was taken 
as a sign that she was “available-for- 
hire.” 



That's the easiest way for them to be 
known (as respectable), so that they won't 
be accosted (by strange men). Allah is 
forgiving and merciful, m 

Warning the Hypocrites of Medina 

In all seriousness, if the hypocrites, the 
sick at heart and the rabble-rousers who 
try to stir up sedition in the city don't 
stop (their treasonous activities), then 
We'll certainly stir you up against them! 
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Then they won't be able to remain (in the 
city) as your neighbors for very long! [eoi 

They'll be cursed, and wherever they'll 
be found they'll be captured and slain 
completely, ten 

This is the same practice of Allah 
(that's always been) enforced by those 
who lived in the past, and you won't find 
any change in the practice of Allah. [62] 

The Conning of the Hour 

People ask you (when) the Hour (of 
Judgment will come to pass). Tell them, 
"Only Allah knows the answer (to that 
question )." 

How can you be made to understand? 
The Hour could be very near! [ 63 ] 

Allah has truly cursed the faithless and 
prepared for them a blazing fire, [ 64 ] and 
there they shall remain forever - and 
they'll neither find any best friend nor any 
helper (to aid them)! [ 65 ] 

The day when (the haughty 
expressions on) their faces will be turned 
upside down (by the humiliation of the) 
fire (is the day) when they'll cry out, 

" We're doomed! If only we had obeyed 
Allah and obeyed His Messenger.!" [ 66 ] 

They'll also say, "Our Lord! We obeyed 
our leaders and our heroes, and they 


misled us on the path. Our Lord! Give 
them twice the punishment, and curse 
them terribly!" [ 67 - 68 i 

Follow Allah's Command 

An you who believe! Don't be like 
those who troubled Moses - even Allah 
had to dear him of all the things they 
said of him - for he was honorable in 
Allah's sight. [ 69 ] 

All you who believe! Be mindful (of 
Allah), and always speak in a 
straightforward manner, so He can reform 
your behavior and forgive you your sins. 

Whoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger has already achieved the 
greatest success! [7o-7ij 

We offered the commitment (of self- 
awareness) to the heavens, the earth and 
the mountains, but they all refused to 
accept it out of fear (of the 
consequences). 

Humanity agreed to undertake it, 
though it overstepped and was foolish, so 
much so that Allah now has to punish 
hypocrites, both male and female, and 
also the faithless, both male and female. 

Allah turns in mercy, however, to the 
believers, both male and female, for Allah 
is forgiving and merciful. [72-73] 
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Sheba 

34 Saba' 

Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This is one of the earlier chapters in the Meccan period. We can clearly detect through the style 
and tone of this revelation that the Qur'anic dialogue with the pagans was still on a much more 
philosophical level. Outright public persecution of the believers had not yet begun in earnest, and 
the Prophet was engrossed in his ministry with the task of getting across to his people that Allah 
really did take an interest in human affairs and that this message was a sign from Him. The example 
of the ancient people of Sheba (from the land of Yemen) serves as a metaphor for the Prophet’s 
own struggle with the Meccans. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Praise be to Allah, the One to Whom 
belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is on the earth. All praise 
belongs to Him in the next life, and He's 
the Wise and Well-informed, m 

He knows what sinks into the earth 
and what comes out of it, as well as what 
descends from the sky and what ascends 
up into it. He's the Merciful and 
Forgiving! 12) 

Those who cover over (the truth) say, 

" The (final) Hour will never come upon 
usr 

So say to them, "Surely it will! By my 
Lord, it will indeed overtake you! He 
knows what's beyond human perception. 
There’s nothing even as small as an atom 


that's hidden from Him in the heavens or 
in the earth, nor anything bigger or 
smaller than that, except that it's being 
written about in a clear book, oi 
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"(He keeps track of everything), so He 
can reward those who believe and do 
what's morally right. They're the ones 
who'll have forgiveness and a generous 
reward." w 

Those who try to thwart Our signs, 
attempting to stall their progress, will 
receive a humiliating punishment, isi 

Those who have been given 
knowledge can see that what's been sent 
down to you from your Lord is the truth 
and that it guides (people) to the path of 
the Powerful and the Praiseworthy. ^ 

Yet, the faithless just sneer (to each 
other), saying "Should we show you a 
man who claims that when you're all 
rotted away that you’ll be made again 
like new? Has he forged a lie against 
Allah, or has a jinn gotten into him?” 

No way! Rather, it's those who don't 
believe in the next life who are in for (a 
stiff) punishment, and they're the ones 
who are the most mistaken, p-sj 

Don't they see what's right in front of 
them and behind them all throughout the 
sky and the earth? 

If We wanted, We could make the 
earth swallow them up or cause a piece 
of the sky to fall down upon them. There 
are surely signs in this for every 
responsive servant, pi 


The Power of David and Solomon 

A.nd so it was that We granted 
abundant favor from Ourselves to David: 
"O Mountains! (Join with him as he sings 
the praises of Allah) by echoing (his 
songs), and, all you birds, join with him, as 
well!" 

We (taught him how) to make iron soft 
and pliable (and told him), “Make coats of 
armor! Set the rings of chain mail in 
proper order, and do what's morally right, 
for I see all that you do." a o-uj 



(Furthermore, We placed) the wind 
(under) Solomon's (command). Its 
morning gust (would propel his ships) on 
a month's (journey), and its evening gust 
(would bring them back) a month's 
(journey). We also caused a veritable 
fountain of copper to flow for him. 

Among the obscure ones there were 
some who were made to work in his 
presence by his Lord's leave. If any of 
them disobeyed Our orders, We punished 
him with a scorching fire, mi 
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And so, they labored for him, 

(building) whatever he desired, such as 
battlements, decorative friezes, huge 
wash basins and hefty cauldrons in fixed 
stands. 

"Labor on, O family of David, with 
thanks." Yet, few of My servants are 
thankful. [i 3 i 

Later, when We ordained his death, 
there were no clues to be seen to suggest 
(to the workers) that he was dead, (for he 
remained seated upon his throne), other 
than a tiny crawling (insect) that kept 
gnawing away at his staff. 


The dam eventually burst due to 
weakened foundations (brought on by 
rats that had eaten away at the timber 
supports), and this caused massive 
flooding and damage to the district of 
Ma’arib, and this devastation and the 
resultant disruption in food production 
caused a large part of the population to 
flee towards northern Arabia, (ibn Kathir) 

The Auws and the Khazraj tribe of 
Yathrib (Medina) were originally from 
Yemen, as well. Though attempts were 
made to repair the damage, that part of 
Yemen never regained its wealth and 
prominence on the peninsula. The 
remnants of the dam ultimately 
collapsed about a century before the 
birth of Prophet Muhammad. (P ) 


When (the staff that his body was 
leaning on) toppled over, the obscure 
ones realized that if they had known what 
was unknown to them, they would never 
have remained (at work) in their 
humiliating and punishing (servitude), imi 

The People of Sheba 


Background Info... v. 15 

This story takes place in the second 
century CE in southern Yemen, which 
was still known in those days as the land 
of Sheba. (This is also the land from 
which Bilquis, the queen of Sheba, arose 
many centuries before during the time of 
King Solomon. 

The countryside at the time of this 
particular group of people was irrigated 
through a series of well-maintained 
channels and canals whose ultimate 
source was water from the Ma'arib Dam. 


y\nd so it was that there was a sign 
for the people of Sheba in their vicinity. 
There were two expansive gardens to the 
right and to their left (along every canal). 


"Eat of the bounty of your Lord, and 
be thankful to Him! (Your) land is a fine 
one, and (your) Lord is a forgiving One." 

[ 15 ] 


However, they turned away (from their 
Lord), so We sent a flood against them 
that breached their dams and 
transformed their two (luxurious) gardens 
into gardens (of ruin), 
where only mustard 
trees, tamarisks and 
thorny bushes grew, tig 

That was what they 
deserved, for they were utterly thankless 
(for Our favors and did wrong). Would 
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We ever bring such a payback against 
anyone else besides the thankless? ti 7 ] 

We had placed many prominent towns 
between them and the towns that We 
had blessed (in Syria), and We had 
measured out appropriate traveling 
intervals, (saying), "Travelalong (the 
caravan routes) safely by night and by 
day." us] 

But they said, "Our Lord! Make the 
distances between our intervals longer, 

(so we can inflate prices and make more 
money )' 1 

And so they wronged themselves, and 
in time We made them the subject of old 
legends, for We scattered them (all over 
the region) in isolated bands. There are 
indeed lessons in this for all who are 
patient and thankful, m 

And so it was that Iblis had used them 
to prove (the truth of) his notion (that he 
could corrupt humankind), and they 
followed him, save for a fragment who 
believed (in Allah). He had no (real) 
power over them. 

(He was only able to corrupt them) 
because We (had given him permission to 
try and deceive humanity if he could), in 
order that We could test (the sincerity) of 
the one who believes in the next life (and 
separate) him from the one who doubts 
in it. Your Lord is a guardian over all 
things. 120-211 


Tell Them About the Hour 

Say to them, "Call upon whatever 
(false gods) that you like instead of Allah, 
for they haven't even an atom's weight of 
power in the heavens or on the earth, nor 
do they own any part of them, nor has He 
any supporters among them." (221 

No intercession will do anyone any 
good in His sight (on the Day of 
Judgment), save for (the intercession) of 
those who've been granted His 
permission. 

(On that day, even those who are 
given permission to intercede will be in 
utter shock,) to the point that only when 
they're released from their own fear (of 
Allah's absolute presence) will they 
exclaim," What did your Lord say 7 

Then they'll answer (their own 
question, saying), "He said the truth, and 
He's the Highest and the Greatest." pu 

So ask them, "Who gives you your 
resources (for life) from the heavens and 
the earth?' (Answer for them by) saying, 
"Allah! And one of us is being guided, 
while the other is clearly wrong." p 4 ] 

Then tell them," You won't be asked 
about our sins, and we won't be asked 
about what you've done." psj 

Then say, "Our Lord will gather all of 
us together. Then He's going (to decide 
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this issue) openly between us in all 
fairness, for He's the Opener (to the truth) 
and the Knowing." [26] 

So ask them, "Show me the (gods) that 
you've made into His partners. Not so! 
No way! He's (the only) Allah, the 
Powerful and the Wise\" [271 

(Muhammad,) We sent you to be no 
less than (a prophet) to all of humanity, in 
order to give them the good news (of 
salvation) and also to warn them (of the 
prospect of damnation), but most people 
don't understand this. [28] 

If they ask, "So when will this promise 
(come to pass), if you’re really being so 
honest?’ [29] 

Tell them, "A day has already been 
fixed for you, and you can't hold it back 
for even an hour, nor can you bring it 
closer." [ 30 ] 

Arrogance and Ignorance 
Blame Each Other 

faithless boast, "We're never 
going to believe in this Qur'an nor in any 
other (scriptures) that came before it." If 
you could only see it - when the 
wrongdoers will be made to stand before 
their Lord. 

They'll be blaming each other back 
and forth! 


The lowly (masses will be yelling) at 
their arrogant (leaders), saying, "If it 
weren't for you, then we would've been 
believers!' on 

Those arrogant (leaders) will answer 
the lowly (masses), saying," Were we the 
ones who held you back from (Allah's) 
guidance after it came to you? No way! 
You were (perfectly willing) to be wicked 
yourselves!’ 02] 

The lowly (masses) will reply, "Not so! 
It was your (plan all along when you told 
us every) day and night to reject Allah 
and to make others equal with Him!" 



When they see the punishment (that 
awaits them), they're going to be 
speechless in their remorse. 

Then We'll drape (iron) collars around 
the necks of those who covered over 
(their faith), for they deserve no less for 
their deeds. 03] 
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What of Wealth? 

We never sent a warner to any 
settlement without the influential people 
among them saying," We don't believe in 
that with which you've been sent." [34] 

They would go on saying," We have 
more wealth and sons (than you), and 
we'll never be punished." pq 

(Their warners used to answer them), 
saying, "My Lord is the One Who 
increases the resources of whomever He 
wants, or He restricts them," but most 
people don't understand, pq 

It's neither your money nor your sons 
that will bring you closer to Us in Our 
sight. Rather, it's those who believe and 
do what's morally right who will have 
their reward doubled on account of their 
deeds, (and who will live within) secure 
mansions (in Paradise). p 7 ] 

Those who try to thwart (the progress) 
of Our revealed messages will be brought 
back for punishment, psj 

Say to them, "My Lord is the One Who 
increases the resources of whichever of 
His servants that He wants, or He restricts 
them. There's no (amount of money) that 
you spend in His cause without Him 
replacing it, for He’s the best of all 
providers." pq 


Foolish Denials 

(Z)ne day, We're going to gather 
them all together and ask the angels, "Are 
you the ones these men used to 
worship 7 ‘ [4oj 

"Glory be to You. 1 " they'll cry. " You're 
our protector, not them! Noway! They 
were just worshipping jinns, and most of 
them believed in them." mj 

So on that day (the faithless) will have 
no control over each other for good or ill. 
We're going to tell the wrongdoers, 
"Suffer the punishment of the Fire, the 
very thing you used to call a lief 1 m 

When Our clear verses are read out to 
them, they say," This is just a man who 
wants to steer you away from the 
traditions of your ancestors." 

Then they say," This is all just an 
invented pack of lies." 

The faithless describe the truth when it 
comes to them, saying, "This is nothing 
more than obvious magic. 1 " [43] 

However, We neither sent them any 
books to study nor any messengers to 
warn them before you, (Muhammad), and 
their predecessors (in the region) denied 
(their prophets, as well). 
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(Your people) haven't even been given 
ten percent of what they had. When they 
denied My messengers, oh, how terrible 
was My revulsion (against them)! (44-45! 

Muhammad is the 
Sincere Messenger of Allah 

Say to them, "I'm only asking for you 
to do one thing, that you stand up before 
Allah, whether in groups or alone, and 
think deeply - (ask yourself) if your 
companion might not be possessed by a 
jinn. 

"(Think about the possibility) that he 
just might be a (true) warner sent to you 
in the face of an extreme punishment." 

[ 46 ] 

Say to them, "I'm not asking you for 
any rewards; everything that I'm doing is 
for your own welfare. My reward is due 
from no one besides Allah, and He's a 
witness to all things." m 

Then tell them, "Truly, my Lord spreads 
the truth, and He knows what's beyond 
perception." hsi 

Tell them, " The truth has arrived, and 
falsehood neither creates anything new, 
nor does it reestablish anything." [4<» 



Finally, say to them, "If I'm wrong, then 
my mistake is nobody's loss but my own. 
If I'm guided, it's because of my Lord's 
inspiration given to me, for He truly 
listens closely." [soj 

If you could just see it- the time when 
they'll be shaking in terror, but by then 
there'll be no escape, for they'll be seized 
from a very near place. [511 

“Now we believe in it. 1 " they'll cry out 
(in panic); yet, how could they 
demonstrate (genuine faith then), when 
they'll be so far removed from the place 
(in which their faith could have been 
proven sincere)? [521 

They had already rejected it before 
and ridiculed what was beyond their 
perception, even though (the reality of 
the next life) was still far away from them. 

( 53 ) 

And so a wall will be erected between 
them and that for which they'll so 
desperately wish, even as the same thing 
will be done to those groups who went 
before them, for in the end they were (all) 
lost in suspicious misgivings. [54] 
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The Initiator 

35 Fatir 

Early to Middle Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

The exact place of this chapter in the Meccan period is not entirely certain, but it seems to 
suggest a transition for the Prophet into a more desperate circumstance, given that Meccan 
opposition to his message of monotheism was growing steadily. The tone of the chapters that 
were revealed after this also seem to present a more impassioned plea for common sense on the 
part of the pagans. 

The frequent call to observe Allah’s signs that this and other chapters promote is one of the 
primary ways in which the Qur'an tried to get across to the pagans that an idol made with their own 
hands was no creator of anything. Rather, the unseen Allah, Whose creative will could be detected 
within the natural environment and within their own hearts, was the only Allah to Whom 
submission is worthy. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Praise be to Allah Who initiated the 
(creation of) the heavens and the earth, 
and Who made messengers out of the 
angels with two, three or four (pairs) of 
wings. He adds to creation whatever He 

wills, for Allah has power over all things. 

m 

Whatever (good fortune) that Allah 
opens up for people out of His mercy, no 
one can hold back. Whatever He holds 
back, no one can give after (He's withheld 
it). He's the Powerful and the Wise, pi 

All you people! Remember the favors 
of Allah that have come down upon you. 
Is there any other creator besides Allah 


who can give you resources from the sky 
and the earth? There is no other god 
than He, so why are you so deceived? pi 

If they reject you, (Muhammad,) then 
know that other messengers were 
rejected before you. Yet, all issues will 
return (to Allah) for a resolution, hi 

An Appeal to Humanity 

you people! Allah's promise is 
true. Don't let the life of this world fool 
you, nor let the Great Deceiver fool you 
about Allah. 
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[ 5 ] 




Shaytan is truly your enemy, so treat 
him as an enemy! He only invites his 
followers to become companions of the 
raging blaze. [6] 

Those who reject Allah will find an 
awful punishment awaiting them, but 
those who believe and do what's morally 
right will have forgiveness and a huge 
reward, m 


Background Info... v. 8 

In the early hard years in Mecca, the 
Prophet had made a prayer to Allah 
asking for his persecuted movement to 
be strengthened by either the 
conversion of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab or 
Abu Jahl. This verse was revealed in 
response. (Ma'ariful Qur’an) It was‘Umar 
who would convert in answer to this 
prayer. 


Is the one who thinks his bad behavior 
is proper, so much so that he sees it as 
good, (equal to the one who is 
righteous)? Allah lets whomever He 
wants go astray, and He guides 
whomever He wants (to the truth). 

So don't be distressed over (their 
callous attitude towards your message, 
Muhammad,) for Allah knows what 
they're up to. m 

Allah is the One Who sends the winds 
that whip up the clouds. Then We push 
them to a barren land and revive the 
earth with (the rain that falls), even 


though it was dead before. That's how 
the regeneration (of the dead) will be! pi 

Whoever wants power (and glory for 
himself should know that) all power (and 
glory) belongs to Allah! All the choicest 
words (of praise) rise up to Him, and He 
elevates (the status of) moral deeds. 

Those who plan to do wrong will suffer 
a terrible punishment, and their planning 
will go nowhere, no] 

The Many Signs of Allah 

A.llah created you from dust and 
then from a drop of fluid. Then He made 
you into pairs. No female conceives or 
gives birth without Him knowing about it, 
nor is an elderly man given a longer life 
or a shortened one, without its being 
recorded in a decree - and that's easy for 
Allah, mi 



The two types of flowing water are 
also not alike. One of them is fresh and 
good to drink, while the other is salty and 
bitter. 
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Yet, (even though the two types of 
water are so different,) you're still able to 
get fresh meat from both, as well as 
ornaments with which to wear (as 
decorations). 



You watch the ships that sail through 
the waves. You use them to go in search 
of His bounty, and thus you (should learn 
to) be thankful. 1121 

He merges the night into day and 
merges the day into night. He's 
subjected the sun and the moon (to His 
command) - each one follows its 
computed orbit. 

That's your Lord Allah. All dominion 
belongs to Him. The (false gods) that you 
call upon besides Him haven't even a 
sliver of a date seed's (worth of power). 

[131 

When you call upon them, they don't 
hear your cry, and even if they did hear 
you, they wouldn't be able answer you. 

On the Day of Assembly, they're going 
to decline your (assertion - that they were 


somehow) 'partners' (with Allah). No one 
can tell you (the truth) like (Allah can, 
because He's) the Well-informed. U4i 

Humanity Must Realize Its True 
Situation 

An you people! You're the ones in 
need of Allah, while Allah Doesn't Need 
Anything and (is already being) Praised. 

If it were ever His desire, He could erase 
you and bring some new kind of creation, 
and that's not hard for Allah (to do). (is-17] 

The one who has to bear his own load 
(of deeds) cannot be made to bear the 
load of another. 

If someone is already carrying his load, 
and then he asks someone else to take 
some of his load for him, none of it can 
be transferred, even though (the other 
person) might be a close relative. 

You can only warn those who fear 
their Lord, even though they don't see 
(Him) yet, and who establish (the regular 
practice of) prayer. 

Whoever cleanses his own soul does it 
for his own good, for (all beings) will 
(eventually) go back to Allah (for 
judgment), usi 

The blind and the seeing are not the 
same, nor are the darkness and the light, 
nor are the shade and the burning 
sunlight, nor are the living and the dead. 
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Allah can make anyone He wants hear 
(the message), but you can't force them 
to listen - they're the ones who might as 
well be in their graves already, for you're 
no more than a warner. [19-23] 

We've sent you with the truth (so you 
can) give good news (to people of Allah's 
forgiveness), and also (so that you can) 
warn (them of Allah's punishment). 

No community has ever existed 
without having a warner who lived in 
their midst. [ 24 ] 

If they reject you, (Muhammad,) so did 
their predecessors who had messengers 
come to them with clear evidence, holy 
writings and the illuminated Book (of 
Allah), us] 

I seized all those who rejected (faith) - 
and oh, how great was My condemnation 
(upon them)! pei 

Signs Lead to Knowledge 

Don't you see how Allah sends down 
water from the sky? We use it to produce 
the many colored plants (you cultivate). 

(Don't you see) how in the mountains 
there are separate and distinct bands of 
color in the rock layers, some white or 
red, others tinted or jet-black? p?] 



The same holds true for people, 
animals and livestock - they all come in 
many different colors! Those who are 
well-informed among His servants are the 
ones who fear Allah, for Allah is powerful 
and forgiving, psi 

Those who recite the Book of Allah, 
who establish prayer and who spend (in 
charity) out of what We've given them, 
whether in secret and in public, can hope 
for a transaction that will never run out. 

[291 

He will indeed pay them what they're 
owed - and even more besides out of His 
bounty, for He's forgiving and 
appreciative, po] 

Whatever We've revealed to you of 
the Book, (Muhammad), is the truth, and 
it confirms (the truth of the scriptures) 
that came before it. Allah is well- 
informed and watches over His servants. 
And that's (the way it is). 

We've given the Book as an 
inheritance to whichever of Our servants 
that We chose. There are some (people) 
who have done wrong against their own 
souls, while others have followed a 
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middle path, and there are yet others, by 
Allah's leave, who race ahead to do the 
best - and that's the greatest foundation 
(for amassing spiritual) bounty. [31-321 

(As a reward), they'll enter gardens of 
eternity! Inside they'll be adorned with 
bracelets of gold and pearls, and their 
clothes will be made of silk. [33] 



They'll say, "Praise be to Allah, Who 
made all heartache depart from us, for 
our Lord is truly forgiving and 
appreciative - the One Who, out of His 
bounty, settled us in a realm that will last 
forever. Never shall we have to struggle 
or feel exhausted within." [34-351 

Those who reject (Allah) will have the 
fires of Hell (as a reward). They won't be 
given any release date from their 
sentence, nor will they ever die, for its 
punishment will never be alleviated. 
That's how we pay back every thankless 
(wretch)! [ 36 i 

They'll scream inside (for help, saying), 
"Our Lord! Get us out of here! We'll be 


good! (We won't do) what we used to 
dof 

(Then they'll be told), "Didn't We give 
you enough of a lifespan (there on earth) 
already, so that whoever would (have had 
enough common sense to) accept a 
reminder could have been reminded? 

"The warner already came to you, as 
well, so now you will suffer (the 
punishment)!" The wrongdoers will have 
no one to help them! [371 

Allah's Warning is Clear 

y\llah knows what's hidden in the 
heavens and the earth, even as He knows 
precisely what's in the hearts (of all His 
creatures), os] 

He's the One Who made you inheritors 
in the earth, so if anyone rejects (Allah), 
then they're really rejecting themselves. 

Their rejection adds nothing more for 
them in their Lord's sight except greater 
revulsion (of them by Him). Their 
rejection adds nothing more for them 
except (endless) failure. [391 

Ask them, "Have you ever even seen 
these 'partners' of yours upon whom you 
call in place of Allah? Show me what 
they've created in the world - or do they 
own a share of the heavens?' 
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Have We ever given (the idol- 
worshippers) a scripture from which they 
can offer evidence? 

No way! The wrongdoers promise 
each other nothing more than delusions. 

[ 40 ] 

Allah - ( and not your idols) - maintains 
the heavens and the earth so they won't 
fail. If they did fail, there would be no 
one who could maintain them after that. 
Indeed, Allah is forbearing and forgiving. 

[411 

People will be Held to Account 

(idol-worshippers) swore their 
most sacred oaths that if a warner ever 
came to them, they would follow his 
guidance even better than any other 
nation, but when a warner did come to 
them, it only made them run away that 
much faster! m 

They were arrogant in the earth and 
planned to do evil, but evil plots only trap 
those who make them! 

Are they waiting for the fate that 
ancient (civilizations) suffered? You'll 
never find any change in Allah's methods, 


nor will you ever find any other way 
except Allah's way. [43] 

Haven't they ever traveled through the 
earth and noticed how those who came 
before them were punished, even though 
those (earlier civilizations) were stronger 
than they could ever be? 



Allah is never thwarted (in His actions) 
in the heavens or on the earth, for He's 
full of knowledge and is able to 
determine events. [44] 

If Allah were to punish people 
according to what they deserved, then He 
wouldn't leave one single thing alive on 
the surface of (the earth)! 

However, He gives (people) time for a 
set duration. When that time limit 
expires, then (you're going to see) how 
much Allah was watching (what) His 
servants (were doing)! hsj 
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Ya Seen 

36 Yd Seen 

Middle Meccan Period 


3 ° Introduction 

This very poetic and rhythmic chapter is one of the more famous ones in this part of the Qur'an. 
It is often displayed on posters or other artwork, as well. The Prophet once described it as the 
heart of the Qur'an. In another tradition, he said, “Recite the chapter of Ya Seen to the dying ones 
among you," because it so beautifully sums up the different features of the trials that people face in 
both this life and the next. (Ahmad) 

In another narration, the Prophet said that Allah wrote chapters 20 (Ta Ha) and 36 (Ya Seen) a 
thousand years before He created the universe. When the angels heard the lines being uttered, 
they said, “Blessed be the community to which it will be sent down, blessed are the minds that will 
bear it, and blessed are the tongues that will recite it." (Tabari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Ya. 


Seen, tu 


By the Qur'an filled with wisdom, 
you're indeed one of the messengers, 
(guided) on a straight path. [2-4] 

It's a (revelation) sent down by the 
Powerful and the Merciful, so you can 
warn a nation whose ancestors never 
received any warning before, leaving 
them heedless (of Allah's truth), is-si 

And so it is that the truth of (Allah's) 
pronouncement has now been proven 
true against most of them, for they don't 
believe, m 


We've encircled their necks with collars 
up to their chins, so they must straighten 
their heads (under the weight of their 
sins). [8i 

We've put a wall (of uncertainty) in 
front of them and behind them and 
covered them (in the darkness of 
ignorance), so they can't see a thing, m 
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It's all the same whether you warn 
them or don't warn them, for they won't 
believe, uoi 

You can only warn those who will obey 
the message and who fear (to displease) 
the Compassionate, (even though He's) 
beyond their perception. Give good 
news to them of forgiveness and a 
generous reward, mi 

Indeed, We're going to give life to the 
dead, and We're recording whatever 
(deeds) they've sent ahead, as well as 
what they've left behind, for We've 
recorded everything in a clear ledger, mi 

The Example of the City Dwellers 


Background Info... v. 13-19 

At-Tabari, quoting reports contained 
in Ibn Is-haq, explains that two 
messengers of Allah, who were named 
(or nicknamed) Sadiq and Saduq, began 
preaching in their hometown, but when 
they were ignored and ridiculed, Allah 
sent a third messenger named Shalum 
(or Sham’un) to back them up. ( Ma’ariful 
Qur’an) 


Present to them the example of the 
city dwellers who had messengers sent to 
them, mi 

We sent two messengers (to their city), 
but the (people within) rejected them, so 
We reinforced (the two messengers) with 
a third one. 


They told (their people), "We've truly 
been sent to give you (a message)." mi 



The (people) answered, "You're only 
mortal men like us, and the 
Compassionate never sends anything 
down. You're no more than liars!" mi 

(The messengers) replied, “Our Lord 
knows that we've been sent to give you (a 
message). Our only duty is to convey the 
message clearly." m-m 

" We see a bad omen in you," the 
people said, "so if you don't stop what 
you're doing, we'll stone you (to death) 
and punish you terribly!" mi 

(The messengers) answered, "Your 
'bad omens' are really within your own 
selves. (Do you think it's a bad thing) that 
you're being reminded? Certainly not! 

It's just that you're a people who are out 
of control!" mi 

The Unknown Martyr 


Background Info... v. 20-29 

The unknown man introduced in this 
passage has been traditionally named 
Habib, or Beloved, and it is thought he 
was a carpenter. 
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Other commentators suggest he was 
a leper who prayed to idols for decades 
to be cured, but by chance he heard the 
preaching of the three prophets and was 
cured. 

And so he approached the crowd, 
pleading with them and was thus killed. 
He was able to enter Paradise 
straightaway for martyrs are given that 
blessing (though for Judgment Day they 
come for a brief appearance as a 
formality). ( ibn Kathir) 


a man came running from a far 
corner of the city. He told (the gathered 
crowds): 

"My people! Obey the messengers. 
Obey those who ask you for no reward 
and who themselves have been guided. 

It would make no sense to me if I didn't 
serve the One Who created me and to 
Whom you will all return. 120-221 

"Should I take other gods in place of 
Him? If the Compassionate wanted to 
bring some harm down upon me, (those 
gods) wouldn't be able to intercede for 
me at all, nor could they save me. 1231 

"If I (worshipped idols), then I'd be 
clearly wrong. So as for me, I believe in 
your Lord, so listen to me!" 124-251 

(Then the mob killed him in their fury, 
but because of his great faith) he'll be 
told, “Enter the Garden." 


Then he'll (look around and exclaim in 
wonderment and surprise), "Oh my! If 
only my people knew (about all of this), 
that my Lord has forgiven me and set me 
up among the honored." 126-271 

After he (was unjustly killed,) We sent 
no hoards from the sky down upon his 
people, for We didn't need to do that, psi 

It was no more than a tremendous 
boom, and then there they were - 
eliminated! 1291 

How unfortunate for My servants! No 
messenger ever comes to them without 
them mocking him! [301 

Don't they see how many generations 
before them We destroyed. None of 
them will ever return. 

Yet, every single one of them will be 
brought back before Us (for Judgment). 

( 31-321 

Signs for Them to Ponder 

A sign (to prove) to them that (this 
message is true) can be found within the 
lifeless earth. 

We bring life to it and cause grain to 
grow for you to eat. [331 
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We placed within it orchards of date 
palms and grape vines, and We cause 
bubbling springs to flow for (people), so 
they can enjoy the fruits (that grow from 
Our bounty). 





It wasn't their hands that did all of this, 
so won't they be thankful? (34-351 

Glory be to Allah, Who created all 
things that the earth produces in pairs, 
even their own (human species, as well), 
along with other things they know 
nothing about, psi 

(Another) sign for them is the night 
that falls when We withdraw the day, 
leaving them in utter darkness. [37] 

The sun has its own set course to 
follow, as well, and that's the measured 
power of the Powerful and the Knowing 
(Allah). [ 38 i 

We've determined the moon's course 
through its phases until it returns looking 
like a curved date stalk. [391 


The sun isn't allowed to get ahead of 
the moon, nor can the night get ahead of 
the day. Each of (those heavenly bodies) 
swims along in its own rounded orbit. 

[ 40 ] 

(Another) sign for them is that We 
carry their descendants on loaded ships 
and that We also created for (humanity, 
in general), similar (modes of 
transportation) upon which they ride. wi- 

42 ) 

If We ever wanted, We could 
(overwhelm all their ships) and drown 
them (when they set sail). 



Then there would be no one they 
could call to (for help), nor could they 
ever be saved, apart from an act of Our 
mercy, allowing them to enjoy (life) for a 
little while longer. [43-44] 

They Scoff at the 
Concept of Judgment 

en they're told, "Be mindful of 
what's coming up and what's left behind, 
so you can receive mercy" (they ignore 
you). 
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For sure, no proof from their Lord's 
signs ever reaches them without them 
turning away from it. [45-46] 

When they're told, "Spend (in charity) 
from (the wealth) that Allah has provided 
for you," the faithless say to the believers, 
"Should we feed the people that Allah 
could've fed Himself, if only He had 
wanted to? You're clearly mistaken!"m 

Then they add," When will this promise 
(ofjudgment come to pass), if you're 
really so honest?" hsi 

They won't have to wait for more than 
a single boom, and it will overtake them, 
even as they're still arguing with each 
other. [49) 

They'll have no more (time) to decide 
(for themselves), nor will they be able to 
return to their families again, isoi 

The trumpet will sound, and suddenly 
they'll be rushing out of their graves 
straight back to their Lord! [su 

They'll cry out (in amazement), "We're 
doomed! Who raised us up from our 
resting places ?’ 

(Then a voice will say,)" This is what the 
Compassionate promised, and the 
messengers spoke the honest truth!" [521 

It'll be no more than a single blast, and 
then they'll all come out together before 


Us! No soul will be wronged in the least 
on that day, for you won't be rewarded 
except by what you did (in the world). [53- 

54 ] 

The Two Possibilities 
on Judgment Day 

a that day, the companions of the 
Garden will be occupied with pleasure! 
They and their spouses will relax upon 
couches nestled in shady nooks, ps-sei 



There will be fruits for them, and 
whatever else they ask for will be theirs. 

“Peace,"(ts the) saying (that they'll hear) 
from a merciful Lord! [S 7 - 58 ] 

(On the other hand, the sinners will be 
told,) "Get back this day, all you wicked 
ones! Didn't / make an agreement with 
you, all you children of Adam, that you 
were not to serve Shaytan, for he was 
your obvious enemy? rss-eo) 

"(Didn't I order you) to serve Me, for 
that was a straight path? However, he led 
a huge number of you astray. Was there 
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something (in what I said) that you didn't 
understand? So this is the Hellfire about 
which you were warned! Embrace it 
today because you rejected (the truth)!" 

[ 61-641 

On that day, We're going to seal their 
mouths shut, but their hands will speak to 
Us, and their feet will testify to what they 
earned, tes] 

If We had wanted, We could've 
blinded their eyes, and then they 
would've been left (hopelessly) stumbling 
along the path (of life), for how could 
they have seen clearly then? [66) 

And if We had wanted, We could've 
transformed them on the spot into 
motionless (statues), so they would've 
been unable to move forward or return 
back. [ 67 ] 

The Nature of Disbelief 

We give long life to someone, We 
reverse (the nature) of (his) creation (by 
means of senility, as if he were a helpless 

infant again), so won't they understand? 

[ 68 ] 


Background Info... v. 69-70 

A pagan named ‘Uqbah ibn Abi 
Mu’ayt accused the Prophet one day of 
being a mere poet. This passage was 
revealed in response. (Zamakhshan) 


We aren't teaching (the Prophet) mere 
poetry, nor does it suit him. This is no less 
than a reminder and a clear reading to 
warn the living and also to show that the 
truth of the sentence will be proven 
against those who cover over (their faith). 

[ 69 - 70 ] 

Don't they see that We created for 
them - out of all the things Our hands 
have made - the livestock that are under 
their control and that We made (those 
animals) docile for them? 



They use (some animals) for riding and 
others for eating. They have other 
benefits, as well, in addition to providing 
(milk) to drink. So won't you be thankful? 

[ 71 - 73 ] 

Instead, they set up other gods in 
place of Allah, thinking they might help 
them. 

(Those false gods) have no power to 
help them, even if they raised a whole 
army (to help). [74-751 
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Ignore the Teasing of the Foolish 


Background Info... v. 76-83 

An idol-worshipper named Ubayy ibn 
Khalaf approached the Prophet one day 
while holding a dry bone in his hand. 
(Some reports say it was ‘As ibn Wa’il.) 

He broke the bone and pulverized some 
of it in his hand. 

Then he asked the Prophet, “Do you 
think Allah can raise to life something like 
this after it’s all smashed to bits?” The 
Prophet said, “Yes. He can raise that up, 
and He can raise you to life again and 
send you to Hellfire.” Then this passage 
was revealed in response, (ibn Kathir) 


Don't let what they're saying bother 
you, for We know exactly what they're 
keeping in secret and what they're 
(saying) openly, pei 

Doesn't the human being see that We 
created him from a drop? Yet, he's 
clearly defiant. p 7 i 


He sets up (drawings and statues that 
are supposed) to represent Us, all the 
while forgetting his own creation. He 
asks," Who can bring old rotted bones 
back to life?' psi 

Say to him," The One Who gave them 
life the first time will give them life again, 
for He knows about every type of 
creation. He's the One who can produce 
a fire from green trees when you kindle it. 

[ 79 - 80 ) 

"Doesn't the One Who created the 
heavens and the earth have the power to 
create something like (a human being 
again)? Definitely! He's the Creator and 
the Knowing. 1 " isn 

Whenever He commands something 
to come into existence, all He says is, 

"Be," and it is! [82] 

So all glory be to the One in Whose 
hands is all dominion, and you're going 
to go back to Him. [ 83 ] 
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The Rows 

37 As-Saffat 
Middle Meccan Period 


Introduction 

The main theme of this chapter is constant throughout its various sub-arguments, namely that 
Allah reaches out to humanity in many ways, despite humanity’s insistence on turning its face from 
Allah. From dabbling in astrology and fortune-telling to making up invented theological doctrines, 
humanity rarely opens their collective eyes to the One Who created them and will judge them. The 
call for people to listen to the words and deeds of the ancient prophets, in order to reaffirm in their 
hearts the truth of Allah’s last prophet Muhammad, ( P ) is accompanied by a note of hope for the 
faithful believers who stand up unflinchingly for Allah. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




those who align themselves in 
rows and drive away the driven (foe), 
reciting the reminder that your God is 
One alone! u- 4 ] 

(He's) the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth and all in between, and the Lord of 
the two Easts! pi 

We adorned the lowest sky with the 
glittering streaks (of falling stars), as a 
guard against every relentless devil, to 
prevent them from eavesdropping on the 
higher assembly (of angels). They're 
pelted from every side and thrown back 
(in a rush)! 

And what's more, they'll have an 
endless torment to suffer besides! 

Though some may manage to snatch 


away (some of the secrets of the angels) 
by stealth, they're pursued by flaming 
fireballs, te-ioi 



i 


Questions for the Skeptics 

So ask them their opinion. Are they 
harder to create or the (other) things that 
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We created? In fact, We made their 
(ultimate ancestor) from sticky clay! mi 

But no! You're amazed (at Allah's 
creative power), while they just ridicule 
(it), da 

When they're reminded, they don't 
accept the reminder, and when they see a 
miracle, they belittle it. tu-wi 

Then they say," This is clearly no more 
than wizardry. Huh? When we die and 
become dust and bones, are we really 
going to be raised up (to life) again - and 
our ancestors, too?" 115-171 

Tell them," Yes, and then you'll be in 
disgrace!" mi 

It'll take just a single cry, and then 
they'll be staring (in disbelief). "We're 
doomedT they'll cry out." This is the Day 
of Judgment!" [19-201 

" This is the Day of Sorting," (they'll 
hear a voice say), "the day that you said 
was a lie." pu 

(Then the angels will be told), “Bring 
them, all the tyrants, and their 
counterparts, and all the things they used 
to worship besides Allah. 

"Direct them to the path that leads to 
the flame - but stop them first, for they 
must be asked, ’What's wrong with you? 
Why aren't you helping each other now?'" 

122 - 25 ] 



By no means! (They won't be able to 
help each other at all), for on that day 
they'll have to submit (to their 
punishment), pei 

They'll turn on each other and start 
making accusations, saying, "It was you! 
You were the ones who used your 
influence (to goad us into disbelief and 
sin)." P 7 - 28 ] 

(The accused) will answer, "Not a 
chance! You, yourselves, had no faith! 

We had no authority over you (to make 
you do what you weren't willing to do 
already). No way! You were a stubborn 
group of people. 129-301 

"So now the sentence of our Lord has 
been proven true against us. We're going 
to suffer (the terrible result of our sin all 
together). We led you astray, yes, but 
only because we, ourselves, were astray." 

( 31 - 32 ) 

On that day they'll indeed share in the 
punishment all together, for that's how 
We deal with the bad people, m 3*1 
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They became arrogant whenever they No hangover will it cause, nor will it 
were told that there's no god but the intoxicate them. (Pleasure-mates) with 

(One True) God, and they said," What! coy glances and expressive eyes will 

Should we give up all our gods for the linger in their presence, as if they were 

sake of a crazy poet?' t 3 s- 36 j eggs nestled in safety. 147-49] 


No way! He's coming with the truth 
(of Allah), and he's confirming the 
(validity of) the messengers (that came 
before him). [37] 

(Each of) you will certainly experience 
the awful punishment, but it's no less 
than a payback for (the sins) you 
committed, os 391 

The Possible Results 
of Judgment Day 

The sincere servants of Allah, 
however, (are exempted from the 
punishment), m 

They're going to 
have well-measured 
supplies of fruit, and 
they'll be held in honor 
among gardens of 
delight. [41-43] 

They'll be facing 
each other on couches, 
passing around a cup 
filled from a crystal-clear fountain - a 
drink of such sparkling clarity - a delight 
to the drinker! [aa-as] 



Background Info... v. 50-61 

There is an obscure reference to an 
account that some Muslims in the 
second generation of Islam used to 
circulate that is purported to reveal the 
identify of the two men mentioned in 
this passage. 

Apparently, there were two 
businessmen in the Meccan period, with 
one being a convert to Islam, while the 
other was a pagan. They split their 
profits evenly, and while the pagan used 
his money to buy land and build a house, 
the convert was busy giving his money in 
charitable causes. 

Eventually, the convert fell on hard 
times, and he went to his old partner for 
help. The pagan inquired as to how his 
old friend could have lost so much 
money, and when the Muslim explained 
that he had given it away for the sake of 
Allah, the pagan said to him, “Do you 
really believe that it's true that when we 
die and become dust and bones, that 
we're really going to be brought to life 
again and be paid back for what we did 
here on earth? Get out of here! I'm not 
going to give you anything!” 

Then both men later died, and the 
dialogue contained in verses 51-61 will 
take place after Judgment Day. (FromAs- 
Suyuti as mentioned in Ma’ariful Qur'an) 
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They'll turn to each other and ask each 
other questions. One of the speakers will 
say, "I had a dose (friend in the world) 
who used to say ,' What! Are you one of 
the people who assert that this (message) 
is true? iso 521 

"So when we die and become dust and 
bones, are we really going to be 
judged?" [53] 

" Would you care to look down?" (a 
hidden voice) will ask, and when he does 
look down, he'll (be surprised) to see (his 
old friend) in the middle of the burning 
flame! 154-55] 

He'll say, “By Allah! You almost ruined 
me! If it wasn't for the grace of my Lord, 

I would surely have been one of those 
put in there!" IS 6 -S 7 ) 

(Then he'll look to his companions 
around him and say), "Isn't it true that we 
won't ever die again, save for our first 
death, and that we'll never be punished? 
This is the greatest success of all!" iss-eoi 

And so for (a reward) like this, let 
those who would make an effort give it 
their best effort! [su 


Background Info... v. 62-68 

After the tree of Zaqqum was 
mentioned in verses 44:43-46, Abu Jahl 
started to publicly make fun of the idea 
of there being a tree in Hellfire. 


He was saying, “Your friend 
(Muhammad) is saying that there is a 
tree in the fire, even though fire 
consumes trees. We know for sure that 
zaqqum is nothing more than dates and 
butter! So come and eat these dates and 
butter!” This passage was revealed in 
reSDOnse. (IbnKathir) 


Is that a better welcome or the tree of 


It's a tree whose roots 
grow out of the very pit of 
the flame, the fruits of which 
are like the heads of devils. 

[64-6S] 

They'll most assuredly be 
made to eat from it, and 
what's more, they'll fill their 
stomachs with it! isei 


Then (after they've finished their meal), 
they'll be forced back into the flames! [6*i 

They certainly found their forefathers 
on the wrong path, so they hurried 
onward in their footsteps! Before them, 
many ancient (civilizations) went astray, 
even though We sent them (messengers) 
to warn them, as well. (69-721 



Then after all that, they'll 
(drink) a mixture made of filthy muck (to 
help it all go down). [ 67 j 


Zaqqum ? We made its (mention) to be a 
trial for the wrongdoers, (who would 
likely reject the notion that 
such a thing existed). (62 63 i 
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Then see what ultimately happened to 
those who were warned, (a fate that 
befell them all), save for the sincere 
servants of Allah. [73-74] 


A-braham was among those groups 
that stood for (Noah's) ideals, for he 
approached his Lord with a submissive 
heart. [ 83 - 84 ] 


Recognizing Noah 

/\.nd so it was that Noah called out 
to Us, and We're the best to respond. 

We saved him and his family from the 
great tragedy and caused his descendants 
to endure (in the world). [75-771 

We left (his story) among the 
generations that followed after him. So 
peace be upon Noah throughout all the 
worlds! [ 78 - 79 ] 

That's how We reward the good, for 
he was one of Our faithful servants. All 
the rest (of his people) were drowned (in 
the Flood), iso-82] 

Abraham Adopts Noah's Ways 


F.Y.I. 

Abraham was a follower of the ways 
of Noah, namely pure monotheism and a 
love for social justice. Abraham was also 
born into the same land as Noah and 
would have heard the tales of the great 
flood and how Noah escaped harm due 
to help from heaven. By Abraham’s 
time, the flood story was well-known and 
written in many versions - some more 
monotheistic than others. 


He had said to his father and to his 
people," What are you worshiping? Is it 
all a fraud? Do you really want gods 
other than the (One True) God? So what 
do you think of the Lord of All the 
Worlds?" [85 87 ] 

(When his people called to him to join 
them in their annual ritual outside the 
city,) he raised his glance towards the 
stars above and said,"/ feel ill." So his 
people turned away from him and left. [88- 

90] 

Then he made his way (into the main 
temple to confront) their gods, and he 
said to them, “Why won't you eat (the 
food that's been offered before you)? [ 91 ] 
What's wrong with you that you don't 
speak?' [ 92 ] 

Then he took a swing at them with his 
right hand (and kept at it until he 
destroyed them all - save for the biggest 
one). (The temple priests) came rushing 
back and (soon they found him and) 
confronted him. [93-94] 

(Abraham heard their accusations and 
responded, saying), "Are you worshipping 
things that you carved yourselves? Allah 
created you and your crafts." [95-961 
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"Builda bonfire!" they cried. "Throw 
him in the burning flames!" (97j 

(When he escaped unharmed from it), 
they made a plan to do away with him, 
but We (foiled their plan) and made them 
(look foolish and) humiliated, psi 

(Abraham) said,"/ will go to my Lord 
(and leave this wicked land)! He will 
surely guide me (on my way). m\ 

Abraham Benefits from His Faith 

(In later years, Abraham prayed,) “My 
Lord! Grant me a righteous son!" Then 
We gave him the good news of a resolute 
boy. [loo-ion 

At length, when (the boy) was old 
enough to work alongside of him, 
(Abraham said), "My son! I saw in a 
dream that / offered you as a sacrifice. 
What do you see in that?" 

(The boy) answered, “My father! Do 
what you've been ordered to do. You'll 

find that, by Allah's will, I'll be patient." 

[ 102 ] 



When they both resolved to submit (to 
the ritual, Abraham) laid his (son bound) 
and prostrate on his forehead. [103] 

(However, just as he was about to 
sacrifice him). We called out to him, 
saying, “Abraham\ You've already 
fulfilled the dream!" 

That's how We reward the good, and 
this was clearly a difficult trial. Then We 
substituted in his (son's) place the 
substantial sacrifice (of a ram). [104-107] 

We left his (story) among the 
generations that followed after him, so, 
“Peace be upon Abraham!" 

That's how We reward the good, for 
he was one of our faithful servants, [los-nu 

We also gave him the good news 
about Isaac, that he would (one day) 
become a righteous prophet, tug 

We blessed both him and Isaac, and 
while some of their descendants 
(remained on the right path and were) 
good, (others, however), were unjust to 
the detriment of their own souls, m3] 

Moses and Aaron 
were of the Righteous 

And so it was that We also granted 
Our favor upon Moses and Aaron. We 
saved them and their people from the 
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great tragedy (of bondage in Egypt), hm 

115] 

We helped them so they could 
triumph, gave them the Book to clarify 
(their affairs) and guided them to the 
straight path, me mi 

We left their (story) among the 
generations that followed after them, so, 
"Peace be upon Moses and Aaron!" (119-1201 

That's how We reward the good, for 

they both were Our faithful servants. [121- 
122 ] 

The Struggle of Elijah 


F.Y.I. 

Elijah (Ilyas in Arabic) lived in the 
ninth century BCE during the reign of the 
Jewish kings Ahab and Ahaziah. Elijah 
opposed both kings (who had adopted 
idolatry) and who had promoted it 
among the Israelites. When Elijah first 
appeared in Israel, he convinced many of 
the people to believe in his message, 
including King Ahab. 

Yet, within a short time, Elijah was 
forced into hiding as the leaders of his 
people vowed to kill him. He wound up 
hiding in a cave, fearing for his life. 


Elijah was also one of those who were 
sent. He announced to his people, 

" Won't you be mindful (of your duty to 
Allah)? [i 24 ] 


forsake) Allah, your Lord and the Lord of 
your ancient ancestors?" 1125126) 

However, they denied him, and thus 
they'll be brought back (for punishment), 
all except for the sincere servants of Allah 
(among them). 1127-128] 

And We left his (story) among the 
generations that followed after him, so, 
"Peace be upon (all who are like) Elijah'." 

[129-130] 

That's how We reward the good, and 
he was one of Our faithful servants. [131-1321 

The Lesson of Lot 

t was also one of those who were 
sent. We saved him and his entire family, 
all except for an old woman who 
remained behind. Then We destroyed 
the rest (of his people), im-mi 

You (Meccans) still pass by the (ruins 
of their domain on your caravan journeys) 
by day and by night. So won't you think 
deeply on it? im-nsi 

Jonah Fulfilled His Mission 

Jonah was one of those sent, as well. 
He fled (from his mission) and embarked 
on a crowded ship. 1139-uoi 



"Will you call upon Ba-al-im and 
forsake the best of all creators? (Will you 
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(After a storm at sea threatened to 
sink the ship), he (agreed) to the luck of 
the draw (to see which man would be 
thrown overboard to calm the angry sea), 
and he was condemned (to drown), [mu 

Then a huge fish swallowed him 
whole, for he was still to be blamed (for 
disobeying Allah). 11421 

If it wasn't for his glorification of Allah, 
then he would've surely remained inside 
that fish until the Day of Resurrection. (M3- 

144] 

However, We threw him out on a 
deserted beach, sick and weary, and We 
made a gourd vine grow over him (for 
shade.) [145-146] 



Then We sent him (on his mission to 
preach) to a hundred thousand or more. 
They believed (in what he had to say), so 
we allowed them to enjoy a little more 
time (in this world) [147-M8] 

Allah has no Offspring 

So now ask them what they think 
about this. Does your Lord have only 
daughters, while they get to have (their 
coveted) sons? [i49i 

Did they witness Us making the angels 
as females? Aren't they making up the 
claim that, "Allah has given birth to 
children?' They're reallyjust liars! nso-is2j 


Background Info... v. 153-159 

The pagans said that the angels were 
the daughters of Allah and that female 
jinns were the mothers of the angels; 
thus, they were Allah’s concubines! This 
passage was revealed to address this 
position. ( At-Taban) 


Would He have chosen daughters 
rather than sons, (especially since you 
think sons are better)? [is3] 

What's the matter with you? How do 
you figure? Won't you take a hint, or 
do you have some clear permission (for 
your false ideas)? So then bring your 
scripture if you're so honest! [is4-is7j 

(Worse still), they've invented blood- 
ties between Him and the jinns, though 
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the jinns themselves have already 
accepted (the fact) that they'll be brought 
back (to Him for judgment), ussi 

Glory be to Allah! (He's high above) 
what they're making Him out to be. »59j 

The sincere servants of Allah, however, 

don't (ascribe such foolishness to Him). 

[1601 

Neither you (idol-worshippers) nor 
what you worship can lure anyone into 
temptation (against Allah), except for 
those (who let themselves fall into error) 
and will thus be made to enter the flames 
(of Hell). [ 161 - 163 ] 

(The firm believers stand united 
together and say), "We all have our 
assigned place, and we're lined up, (ready 
for service). We declare the glory (of 
Allah)!" H 64 - 166 ] 

(The sinners, though), will say, “If only 
we would've had a message in front of 
our eyes like one of those from ancient 
(times), then we would surely have 
become sincere servants of Allah, as well." 

[ 167 - 169 ] 

However, they're rejecting this (very 
Qur'an that has since come to them)! 

Soon they'll know (their folly)! inoi 

And so it was that long ago Our word 
was passed along to Our messenger 
servants that they would certainly be 


helped and that Our forces will triumph in 
the end. im-mi 



So turn away from them for a little 
while, but watch them, for they'll soon 
see (who was right). 

Do they really want to hurry on Our 
punishment? tm-nei 

Oh, but when it does descend before 
them in their own front yard - how 
terrible will that morning be for the 
forewarned (and heedless)! 1177] 

So turn away from them for a while; 
watch them, for soon they'll see (just who 
was right), [ns-wj 

Let your Lord be glorified, for (He's) 
the Lord of all majesty. (He is far above) 
what they're making Him out to be. usoi 

So, peace be upon the messengers, 
and praise be to Allah, the Lord of All the 
Worlds! [ 181 - 182 ] 
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Sad 

38 Sad 

Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

The Prophet's uncle, Abu Talib, had fallen ill and was unlikely to recover. The leaders of the 
Quraysh, believing that he might yet still exert some influence upon his nephew Muhammad ( P ) 
before he passed away, approached him and asked him to intercede on their behalf. Accordingly, 
Abu Talib sent for Muhammad, ( P ) and he arrived a short time later. 

He wanted to take a seat close to his uncle's bed, but Abu Jahl prevented him. “My nephew,'' 
Abu Talib began in a raspy voice, “these people have just one request of you, so don't ignore 
them." 

Muhammad ( P ) looked at the pagan leaders in the room around him and said, “What is it?" 

One of the pagans said, “To let us have our gods, and we'll leave you alone with your God." 

Then Abu Talib asked Muhammad, ( P ) “What do you want of your people?" 

The Prophet said, “Just to say one statement by which all the Arabs would become obedient to 
them, and all the foreigners would pay tribute to them. 

“Just one statement'.?” Abu Jahl interrupted hastily, “We'll give you your one statement - and 
ten more like it!" 

Then Muhammad ( P ) said, “Say that there's no god other than the One God." 

The idol-worshipper became angry and shouted, “Do you deny all of our gods and say there's 
only one? How can just one God create all these people?" 

This chapter was then revealed to the Prophet, and as he recited the verses aloud, the pagans 
began to leave the meeting in disgust. And so this chapter presents us with a message of patient 
perseverance in the face of unreasonable and relentless opposition. The Meccan pagans took every 
opportunity to taunt and make fun of the Prophet and his small band of followers. 

Yet, in the examples of Allah's prophets of old, who suffered tests, trials and hardships of their 
own, Muhammad ( P ) and his followers learned that struggle and hardship were inevitable, but 
manageable, if they truly placed their hope in Allah's ultimate plan of victory. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-8 

The quotes mentioned in this passage 
are what the leaders of the Quraysh said 
when they insulted the Prophet and 
walked away from him in anger. This 
passage was revealed in response. 

(Asbdb ul-Nuzul ) 



By (this) Qur'an, filled with reminders - 
but oh, the faithless (persist in boosting 

their) reputations and fomenting division! 

[ 1 - 2 ] 

How many generations did We destroy 
before them who cried out (for 
deliverance) when there was no longer 
time to be saved? pi 

So are they surprised that a warner 
should come to them from their own 
people? Yet, the faithless only say, "Just a 
lying wizard! Has he lumped all the gods 
together into just one God? That's a 
strange thing, indeedT [4 sj 

Their leaders turn and leave 
(impatiently, saying), "Let's get out of 
here. Stay true to your gods. This is what 
you have to do. We've never heard 
anything like this from the other 
(religious) sect of late, so this is no more 
than an invented (religion)! Has (Allah's) 


message been sent to him, out of all of 
us7 

But no! They're in a quandary about 
My message. No way! They haven't even 
begun to feel My punishment! [6-8] 

Do they control the treasures of your 
Lord's mercy, the Powerful and the 
Giving? pi 

Do they have control over the heavens 
and the earth and everything in between? 
If they do, then let them climb up to (the 
sky) with ropes (and prove it), but their 
hordes will be routed no matter how 
many allies (they bring)! tio-m 



Before these (Meccans here with you), 
there were many (other nations) who 
rejected their messengers: the people of 
Noah, of 'Ad and of Pharaoh, lord of (an 
army of) staked (tents), and also the 
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Thamud, the people of Lot, and the 
Companions of the Thicket. They were all 
allies (in sin). 112-13] 

There wasn't a single one of them that 
didn't deny the messengers, so My fitting 
outcome (came swiftly down upon them)! 

( 14 ) 

Now these (Meccans here with you 
now) are just waiting for that single, loud 
boom (signaling the Last Day)! Then 
there will be no further delays, usi 

"Our Lord!" (they mockingly sneer). 
“Come on and hurry up our verdict (so we 
can be punished even) before the Day of 
Account!' [i 6 ] 

The Patience of David 

Have patience with what they're 
saying. Remember (the example of) Our 
servant David, the sturdy one, for he 
always turned (to 
Allah). [i7i 

We tamed the 
hills and made them 
declare Our glory 
along with him 
throughout the 
evening and at the 
rising of the day. [i« 

The gathered 
birds turned along 
with him (to praise 


Allah), as well. We strengthened his rule 
and granted him wisdom and common 
sense in his speeches. 119-201 

Have you ever heard the story of the 
arguers? They climbed over the wall of 
his private chamber and entered into his 
presence. 

He was startled, but they said, "Don't 
be afraid. We have a dispute (foryou to 
solve) involving one doing wrong against 
the other. Judge between us truthfully, 
and don't treat us unfairly. Guide us to 
an even path." 121-221 

"This man," (the claimant continued), 
"is my brother. He has ninety-nine sheep, 
while I have only one. Yet, then he said 
to me, 'Hand it over to me!' and he was 
overbearing in his speech." (231 



(David, without even hearing the other 
man's side of the story, abruptly made his 
judgment,) saying," He's done you wrong 
by demanding that your sheep be added 
to his flock. There are certainly many 
(business) partners who wrong each 
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other, except for those who believe (in 
Allah) and do what's morally right, but 
there aren't many like that. 1 " 

Then David realized that We were 
testing him, and he asked forgiveness 
from his Lord (for rendering his verdict 
without hearing the other man's defense). 
He bowed and repented in earnest. [ 24 ] 

Then We forgave him for that 
(hastiness), and (soon) he'll have close 
access to Us in a wonderful place of 
welcome, psi 

David! We made you a caretaker on 
the earth, so judge between people in 
truth. Don't follow (your own) whims, for 
they'll mislead you from the path of Allah. 

Those who stray from the path of Allah 
will find a sorrowful punishment because 
they forgot about the Day of Account. [26] 

Differing Results are Logical 

We didn't create the sky and the 
earth and everything in between them 
without purpose; yet, those who cover 
over (their faith in Allah's signs) think 
otherwise. 

Those who reject (their awareness of 
Allah's truth), however, will be doomed 
on account of the Fire! [271 

Should We treat the believers, who do 
what's morally right, in the same way as 


those who cause chaos throughout the 
earth? Should We treat those who make 
a conscious effort (to avoid doing wrong) 
the same way as deviants (who do evil at 
every turn)? psi 

This is a blessed Book that We've sent 
down to you, so they can ponder over its 
verses and so that intelligent people can 
be reminded. 129] 

Solomon was of the Righteous 

We granted (a son) to David 
(named) Solomon, and he was an 
excellent servant (to his Lord) who always 
turned (towards Us). One late afternoon 
a troop of fine horses was presented 
before him. [30-31] 



He (inspected them proudly until the 
sun) was veiled in darkness, (but then he 
realized, after a while, that he had missed 
his prayers). 
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“I fell in love with the love of finery, 
instead of remembering my Lord. 1 " he 
exclaimed. 02] 

(After he performed his prayers, he 
returned to the courtyard and said), 

"Bring those (horses) back to me." 

Then he began to run his hands over 
their necks and legs (until he had 
admired them all). [33] 

We tested Solomon when We placed a 
lifeless body on his throne, but then he 
turned (to Us in repentance), saying, "My 
Lord! Forgive me (for being an absent- 
minded ruler)! Grant me a kingdom (so 
powerful) that no one after me will have 
one like it, for You're the One Who Grants 
(all things)." (34-35] 

Then We tamed the wind for him so 
he could command it to flow in whatever 
direction he willed. ( 36 j 

(We also gave him control) over 
demons, (including) every type of builder 
and (underwater) diver, and even others 
bound in binding shackles. 07-38] 

" This is Our gift to you, (Solomon), so 
whether you use it or withhold it, you 
won't be asked about how you used it." 

He will have very near access to Us in a 
wonderful place of welcome. (39-001 


The Patience of Job and Others 


Background Info... v. 41 

Shaytan made a challenge with Allah 
that he could make Job turn against Him. 
Now Job was Allah’s most sincere 
servant of his time, so Allah allowed 
Shaytan to do his worst to Job to show 
Shaytan how wrong he was. 

The Prophet explained that Job 
suffered for eighteen long years before 
finally proving his faith was complete. 

He lost his children and fortune during 
that time and was afflicted with sickness. 
When Allah removed his trial, he 
showered Job with good fortune, new 
children and good health. 


Remember 


Our servant Job when he 


cried out to his Lord, “Shaytan has 
afflicted me with anguish and suffering. 1 " 

141 ] 


"Stomp (the ground) with your foot," 
(the order came). "There's a spring 
(below you) to wash yourself and to 
drink." [ 42 ] 

Then We restored to him his family 
and doubled their number as a mercy 
from Us, and that's something thoughtful 
people should remember. [43] 

"(Job), take a bunch (of grass) in your 
hand, and hit (your wife) with that, 
(instead of your hand), so you won't have 
to break (the foolish oath you made in 
anger during your days of hardship)." 
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We found him to be truly patient and 
persevering, and He was an excellent 
servant, for he always turned (to Us). [44] 

Remember Our servants, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob who possessed ability 
and clear vision. [45] 

We chose them specifically to remind 
(their people) of (their ultimate) home (in 
the next life), wei 

They were each in Our sight and were 
among the chosen and exceptional. [47i 
Also remember Ishmael, Elisha and 
Ezekiel; each one of them was 
exceptional, as well. [48] 

The Reward and Punishment of 
Our Choices 

This is a reminder, and those who 
were mindful (of Allah) will certainly find 
themselves in a beautiful place of 
welcome - in everlasting gardens whose 
doors will be open for them. They'll relax 
within and call for loads of fruits and 
drinks. [49-sxj 



In their presence, they'll have bashful 
(companions) of equal age. This is the 
promise that's been made to you for the 


Day of Account. This is what We'll 
provide to you, and it's (a reward that 
will) never run out. [S 2 S4] 

That's it! However, the disobedient 
will find themselves in a terrible place of 
welcome - Hellfire! They'll burn in it, and 
what an evil bed (upon which to rest)! ps- 

56] 

That's it! They'll feel it, the scalding 
water and icy dark muck and other 
tortures, as well! p7-58i 

"Here's another group rushing head 
first along with you!" There's no greeting 
here for them! They're certainly going to 
burn in the Fire!" [S9i 

(Those who were mislead will cry out 
to those who mislead them), "No way! 
There's no greeting here for you either! 
You brought this down upon us! What a 
vile place in which to stayf [ 60 ] 

Then they'll say, "Our Lord! Whoever 
brought this upon us, double their 
punishment in the Fire!" pi] 

They'll also say," What's the matter 
with us? Why don't we see here the 
people we used to think of as bad? 
Didn't we laugh at them? Is it that our 
eyes just don't see them?" [62-63] 

Isn't that the truth! The people of the 
Fire pointing fingers at each other! [64] 


580 





Muhammad is 
no More than a Warner 


Background Info... v. 65-70 

The Meccan chiefs used to taunt the 
Prophet, asking him all kinds of 
questions about people’s secrets, their 
futures and other such things. This 
passage tells the Prophet to inform them 
clearly that Allah is not giving him those 
kinds of secrets. Rather, Allah sent him 
to warn people and reform their conduct 
and belief. 


Say to them," Truly, I am a warner, 
and there is no god except Allah, the One 
and Irresistible, Lord of the heavens and 
the earth and all in between, the Powerful 
and Forgiving." iss-eej 

Then say to them," This is a serious 
prophetic message, and yet you're just 
turning away from it! [67-68] 

7 don’t know what the (angels) up 
above are saying when they talk amongst 
themselves (about the fate of human 
beings). 

"All that I've been inspired to do is to 
warn (everyone) as clearly as possible." m- 

70] 

Iblis Makes a Challenge 

Your Lord said to the angels, "I'm 
going to create mortal humans from clay. 
After I've formed him completely and 


then breathed into him of My spirit, you 
must all fall down prostrate before him." 

[71-72] 

So all the angels fell down together in 
prostration, but (a jinn named) Iblis did 
not (join in), for he became proud and 
lost his faith. ( 73 - 74 ) 

(Allah) asked him, "Iblis! Why haven’t 
you prostrated yourself to a being that 
I've created with My Own hands? Are 
you too proud, or are you so high and 
mighty?' ( 75 ] 

"I'm better than him," (Iblis) answered, 

" You made me from fire, while You made 
him from day." pei 

"Get out of here," (Allah) ordered, "for 
you will be an outcast*. My curse will 
mark you until the Day of Judgment*." m- 

78] 

"My Lord*." (Iblis) cried. "Give me time 
until the day You resurrect (them)." p9] 

" You shall have your time," (Allah) 
replied, "until the day the scheduled 
event comes to pass." [so su 

" Then," Iblis said, "by the token of Your 
Own Power, know that I'm going to 
seduce them all, except for Your sincere 
servants, of course." [82-83] 
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" Then that's the truth of it, and what / 
say is true," (Allah) declared. "/ will fill 
Hell fire with you and all who follow you, 
all together." im-bsj 

Say to them, "I'm not asking you for 
any reward for this (preaching), nor am / 
some kind of pretender, isej 

"This is no less than a reminder to all 
the worlds, and you're going to know the 
truth of it, after some time has passed." 

[ 87 - 88 ] 
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The Crowds 

39 Az-Zumar 
Middle Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This majority of the verses in this chapter were revealed before the immigration to Abyssinia (in 
the year 615) of a large company of Muslim refugees fleeing persecution in Mecca. The clue is in 
verse ten where the believers are told that “Allah’s earth is wide.” Verses 52-54, however, were 
revealed in the early Medinan period. The main subject matter revolves around issues of the next 
life and how Allah will classify and sort people according to their faith and deeds. A’ishah reported 
that the Prophet would recite this chapter (along with chapter 17) every night. (Ahmad, Nisa’i) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




revelation of this Book is from 
Allah, the Powerful and the Wise, m 

We've revealed this Book to you in all 
truth, so serve Allah sincerely, for He 
owns all religion, h To whom is sincere 
devotion due, if not to Allah? 

Those who take protectors other than 
Allah (say), "We're only serving (the idols) 
so they can bring us closer to Allah." 

Allah will certainly judge between 
them in their disagreements, and Allah 
doesn't guide any who lie or reject (the 
truth). [3) 

If Allah had wanted to take a son for 
Himself, He could've chosen anyone out 
of all the beings He created. 


Let Him be glorified! He is Allah, the 
One, the Irresistible! m 



He created the heavens and the earth 
for a truthful purpose. He coils the night 
upon the day and coils the day upon the 
night. 

He tamed the sun and the moon, and 
each one follows a specific orbit. Isn't He 
the Powerful and Forgiving One? tsi 
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Who Needs Whom? 


He created all of you from a single 
soul, and from it He created its mate. He 
sent down for you the eight types of 
livestock (animals) in pairs (of male and 
female). 

He creates you in your mothers' 
wombs in stages that follow in sequence, 
(protected) under three veils of darkness. 
That's (the work of) Allah, your Lord. All 
dominion belongs to Him, and there is no 
god besides Him, so why do you turn 
away? m 

If you reject (Him, then know that) 
Allah doesn't need you at all. However, 
He's not pleased that His servants should 
be so thankless. Thus, if you're grateful 
(for all that He's done for your benefit), 
then He'll be pleased with you. 

No soul can bear the burdens of 
another, and in the end you're going to 
go back to your Lord. Then He's going to 
tell you the meaning of everything you 
did, and He knows the innermost secrets 
of the heart, pi 

When a human being feels the effects 
of some misfortune (upon his life), he 
cries to his Lord in earnest. Yet, when He 
directs some favor of His Own towards 
him, (the person) forgets all about what 
he cried for (the day) before! 



Then he sets up rivals with Allah in 
order to mislead others away from His 
path. Say (to such a person), "Enjoyyour 
rejection (of the truth) for a while, but in 
the end you'll be among the companions 
of the Fire!” [8] 

Serving Allah without Hesitation 

e one who is devoted to Allah, 
who prostrates himself or stands (in 
devotion) throughout the night, who is 
aware of the (seriousness) of the next life 
and who desires the mercy of his Lord, (is 
that kind of noble person equal to 
someone who does the opposite)? 

Ask them, "Are they equal, the ones 
who know and the ones who don't 
know?" Only the thoughtful are 
influenced by reminders, pi 

(Muhammad), tell them (that I have 
said)," My believing servants! Be mindful 
of your Lord! Good is for those who do 
good in this world. Allah's earth is wide 
(so you always have somewhere to go to 
escape evil)! Those who patiently 
persevere will certainly be given a reward 
without limit!" (ioj 
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Say to them, 7 am indeed 
commanded to serve Allah sincerely, for 
He owns all religion, tm I'm commanded 
to be the first among those who 
surrender to Allah." [ 12 ] 

Then say, “If I ever disobeyed my Lord, 
then I would be terrified of the 
punishment on a momentous day." [i3i 

Then tell them, 7 serve Allah sincerely, 
for He owns my religion. U4] So go ahead 
and worship whatever else you want to 
besides Him." 

Then say," The real losers are those 
who will lose their own souls and the 
souls of their families on the Day of 
Assembly! Oh, how clearly a loss that will 
be!" ti5i 

There will be layers of fire above them 
and layers (of fire) below them. This is 
(the imagery) that Allah uses to scare His 
servants (into taking His warning 
seriously). "My servants! Be mindful of 
Me!" [lei 

The Good People will Win 


Background Info... v. 17-18 

It is thought that this passage was 
revealed concerning the righteousness 
of three especially noble companions: 
Abu Dharr al-Ghifari, Salman al-Farsi and 
Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl - the last of 
whom was known for his piety even 
before the coming of Islam. (Ma’ariful 
Qur’an) 


Those who shunt falsehood aside, 
and thus avoid becoming its servants, and 
who turn themselves towards Allah - 
good news for them! 

So give the good news to those who 
would serve (Allah). 1171 

They're the ones who listen to this 
speech and follow the best of it. They're 
the ones who've been guided by Allah, 
and they're the thoughtful ones, usi 

(Consider this question): is the one 
who had the verdict of punishment 
legitimately leveled against him (equal to 
the one who will be saved)? 

Can you rescue someone like that 
from the Fire? uoi 

However, lofty mansions with rivers 
flowing throughout have been built 
exclusively for those who were mindful of 
their Lord. 

(This is what) Allah has promised, and 
Allah never breaks a promise! poi 

Don't you see that Allah sends down 
water from the sky and leads it through 
sources in the ground; then He uses (such 
groundwater) to produce the multi¬ 
colored plants? 
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The Qur'an is the Best Reminder 



Then it all withers; then you see it 
turning pale yellow, and then ultimately 
He dries it all into crumbled dust. There 
is definitely a reminder in this for the 
thoughtful (to reflect upon), mi 


Background Info... v. 23 

A man went to the Prophet and asked 
him to recite something of the Qur'an for 
him. This verse was revealed in 
response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 

Asma', the daughter of Abu Bakr, 
once recited this verse and explained 
that the description of the believers here 
was the constant state of the 
companions, for whenever they heard 
the words of the Qur'an being recited, 
they softened their hearts, began to cry, 
and felt their hair tingling (from 
concern). (Qurtubi) 


This Message is Serious 


Background Info... v. 22 

This passage is a reference to the 
Prophet’s teenage cousin, ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib, and his uncle Hamza, who both 
accepted Islam. On the flip side, his 
other uncle, Abu Lahab, and Abu Lahab’s 
son rejected it. (/bn Kath/r) 


Is the one who's had his 
understanding so broadened by Allah 
that he surrendered (his will to Him), and 
who's been enlightened by His Lord, 
(equal to someone whose mind is closed 
to it)? 

Ruin to those whose hearts have been 
hardened against the remembrance of 
Allah! They're clearly in the wrong. 122 ] 


/Vllah has revealed the best narration 
in the form of a book that retains 
harmony with itself, even as it repeats (its 
teachings in many different ways). 

Those who fear their Lord tremble in 
their skins, (because they understand its 
true meaning). Then their skins and their 
hearts soften towards the remembrance 
of Allah. 

This is Allah's guidance, and He guides 
whomever He wants with it. For those 
whom Allah leaves to stray, there can be 
no one to guide such a one! [ 23 ] 

Is the one who must be wary of the 
worst penalty on the Day of Assembly, 
being made to lie down on his face, 

(equal to someone who will be safe that 
day)? 
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The oppressors will be told, "Suffer for 
what you 've earned!" [ 24 ] 

Those who came before them also 
denied (Allah's truth), and so the 
punishment came upon them from where 
they least expected it. psi 

Allah gave them a taste of humiliation 
in the life of this world, but far greater is 
the punishment of the next life, if they 
only knew! [26] 

And so We've laid out for people in 
this Qur'an every kind of example, so they 
can get the message, vn This is a Qur'an 
(expressed) in the best form of the Arabic 
language, so they can be cognizant (of its 
truth.) pa] 

Now Allah lays out the example of a 
man who belongs to many partners, all 
with conflicting agendas, as opposed to a 
man who belongs entirely to one master. 
Are both examples equally similar? All 
praise be to Allah! 

But no! Most (people) don't know (the 
difference). [ 29 ] 

It's a fact that you will die and also a 
fact that they will die. poj Then all of you 
will settle your disputes on the Day of 
Assembly in the presence of your Lord, ph 

So who's doing more wrong than the 
one who says a lie against Allah and who 
denies the honest (truth) when it's 


presented to him? Isn't Hellfire the 
residence of those who rejected (the 
truth)? pa 

The one who brings the honest (truth) 
and the one who affirms it are the ones 
who are mindful (of their duty to Allah). 

[ 33 ] 

They're going to have everything they 
ever wanted in the presence of their Lord, 
for that's the reward of the good - (and 
they're rewarded) so that Allah can erase 
from (their record) the worst of what they 
ever did and reward them according to 
the best of what they ever did. [34-351 

Fear no Statues of Wood or Stone 


Background Info... v. 36-37 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca used 
to threaten the Prophet, saying that the 
idols would cause him harm if he 
continued to speak against them. This 
passage was revealed in response. 

( Ma'ariful Qur'an ) 


Isn't Allah enough for His servants? 
Yet, (the idol-worshippers) try to scare 
you with others besides Him! 

For those whom Allah leaves astray, 
there can be no one to guide such a one, 
and whomever Allah guides, there can be 
no one to lead such a one astray. 

Isn't Allah powerful enough to be a 
master at retribution? 135-37] 
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Allah is Your Only Rightful Lord 

you asked them:" Who created the 
heavens and the earth?" they would (be 
quick) to say, "Allah." 

So tell them, "Now look here - all 
those (goddesses) that you call upon 
besides Allah - if Allah wanted to penalize 
me in some way, could 
they avert His 
punishment? 

"If He wanted to 
grant me some kind of 
mercy, could they hold 
His mercy back?" 

Then say to them, "Allah is quite 
enough for me, and those who would 
trust (in something) should trust in Him." 

[38] 

Tell them, "My people! Do whatever 
you can (to hinder me), and / will likewise 
act (in my capacity), but soon you're 
going to know who will get a disgraceful 
punishment - and upon whom an 
enduring punishment will descend." 139 4 oi 

We've revealed this Book to you in all 
truth (as a guide) for people. The one 
who accepts this guidance does so for the 
good of his own soul, while the one who 
veers away (from it) only harms his own 
soul. You're not responsible for (which 
path) they (choose). i 4 ii 


Allah is the One Who collects (all) 
souls at the time of death, and (He 
collects) the souls of those who are 
asleep, even though they're not dead. 

Then He holds back the souls of those 
whom He decided must die, but the rest 
He returns (to their sleeping bodies) for a 
fixed time limit. There are signs in this for 
people who think. 1421 

Are they taking (demigods and saints) 
for intercessors besides Allah? Ask them, 
"(Are you doing that) even though they 
have no power or understanding?" [ 43 ] 

Then say to them, "It's Allah's exclusive 
(right to choose someone to be) an 
intercessor, for the control of the heavens 
and the earth belongs to Him, and then 
you're all going to go back to Him." [ 44 ] 

When the One God is mentioned, the 
hearts of the faithless, who cover over 
(their belief in the existence) of the next 
life, become filled with disgust, but when 
other (names) are mentioned besides His 
- oh, how overjoyed they get! hsi 

Pray then, "O Allah! Originator of the 
heavens and the earth! Knower of the 
unseen and the clear! You're the One 
Who will judge between Your servants in 
that which they differ. “ pq 

If the wrongdoers had everything on 
earth - and even more besides - they 
would try to offer it as a bribe (to escape) 
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the worst punishment on the Day of 
Assembly. 

However, what they didn't expect from 
Allah will confront them (face to face)! m 
The terrible nature of what they've 
earned will confront them, and they'll be 
completely surrounded by what they 
used to laugh at! hbi 

Weak Human Nature 


you now) because of what they've 
earned. They'll never be able to thwart 
Us! pi] 

Don't they know that Allah increases 
or restricts the resources of anyone He 
wants? There are certainly signs in this 
for people who believe. 1521 

Don’t Lose Hope 

of Allah’s Mercy upon Sinners 



Whenever some setback afflicts a 
human being, he cries out to Us (for 
help), but when We grant him one of Our 
favors, he says," This (success) has been 
given to me from my own knowledge 
(and skill)." 

Not so! It's all just a test, but most of 
them don't understand. [49] This is (how 
the nations) who came before them 
boasted, but nothing they did (on their 
own) ever brought them any benefit, [soj 

On the contrary, the bad 
consequences of what they earned 
overtook them, even as they're going to 
overtake the wrongdoers here (before 


Background Info... v. 53-59 

There were some Meccans who 
wanted to accept Islam, but they had 
indulged in very wicked behavior in their 
lives before, having murdered people, 
committed adultery, theft and other 
crimes. They felt that their sins were too 
enormous for Allah to forgive merely by 
their accepting Islam. 

“How can we become Muslims when 
we did all that?” one of them even asked. 
Just after the Muslims migrated to 
Medina, the concerns of such 
sympathetic but despairing Meccans 
were discussed by many. 

These verses were revealed, and 
‘Umar ibn al Khattab, who knew how to 
write, wrote them on a paper and sent it 
secretly back to Mecca. 

The first person who read it was a 
man named Hisham who said in later 
days, “I took it and went to (a place 
named) Thitawa, and I asked Allah to 
make me understand it. When I realized 
it was for us, I returned to where my 
mount was tethered and resolved to 
follow the Prophet.” Many others also 
joined Islam and made their way to 
Medina. 
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(/\/luhammad,) tell (people that I, 
Myself, have said), "All My servants who 
have acted excessively against their own 
souls! Don't lose hope of Allah's mercy, 
for Allah can forgive all sins. He truly is 
the Forgiving and the Merciful! ibi 


"Turn towards your Lord, and 
surrender to Him before the punishment 
overwhelms you, for then you'll have no 
one to help you." imi 


Allah will deliver those who were 
mindful (of Him) to their ultimate 
achievement. Nothing bad will touch 
them, nor will they have any cause for 
sorrow, (en 


Allah is the Creator of all things, and 
He manages all affairs. [62] The keys of the 
heavens and the earth belong to Him. 

Whoever rejects the signs of Allah, 
they'll be the ones who lose. [ 63 ] 


"Follow the best of what's being 
revealed to you from your Lord before 
the punishment overwhelms you all of a 
sudden without your even realizing 
what's happening, for then your soul will 
cry out, 'I'm doomed! I neglected my 
duty to Allah, and I denied!' tss-sej 

"Or it might cry out, 'If only Allah had 
guided me, I would surely have been one 
of the mindful.' m 

"Or it might cry out, the moment it 
sees the punishment approaching, 'If only 
/ had a second chance, I would surely be 
with those who are good.'" issi 

"But no! My signs came to you, and 
you denied them! You were arrogant, 
and you tried to cover (the truth that was 
all around you)." issi 

On the Day of Assembly, you're going 
to see those who told lies against Allah 
with darkened faces. Isn't Hellfire the 
home of the arrogant? [ 6 oi 


Don't Add Partners with Allah 

them, "Are you foolish people 
ordering me to serve someone other than 
(the One True) God? [ 64 i 

"You've already been given the 
revelation - the same (revelation) that 
(nations) before you got, namely that if 
you join (false gods with the One True 
God), your life's work will be a waste, and 
you'll be placed with the losers, issi By no 
means! Serve Allah, and be among the 
thankful." [66] 

Don't Underestimate Allah 


Background Info... v. 67 

A rabbi came to visit the Prophet and 
told him, “Did you know, 0 father of 
Qasim, that Allah holds all creatures on 
one finger, the earth and sky on another 
finger, the trees on another finger, and 
the soil on another finger? Then He says, 
‘I am the King.'” 
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Then the Prophet smiled wide. This 
verse was then revealed in response 
making the case that Allah is even more 
exalted than that. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


haven't estimated (the power 
of) Allah (to the extent) that (His power) 
should be considered. 

On the Day of Assembly, the entire 
earth will be but a handful to Him, and 
the heavens will be rolled up in His right 
hand (like a scroll). All glory is His! He's 
high above the 'partners' they assign to 
Him! [ 67 ) 

The Arrival of Judgment Day 

The trumpet will be blown, and then 
every creature in the heavens and on the 
earth will faint, save for any whom Allah 
will (exempt). 

Then a second note will sound, and all 
of a sudden, they'll be standing right 

there all together, staring (in disbelief)! 

[ 68 ] 

The earth will shine with the light of its 
Lord, and the Record will be set at the 
ready. Prophets and witnesses will be 
brought forward (to give their testimony), 
and decisions will be made in all truth 
between them (and their people). 

No one will be wronged even in the 
slightest, and every soul will be paid back 


for its deeds. He knows best what they 

did. [69-70] 

A Tale of Two Crowds 

Those who covered over (their faith 
in Allah) will be led towards Hellfire in 
crowds, (and they'll march along) until 
they arrive at its gates, which will be 
opened. 



Its guards will ask, "Didn't any 
messengers ever come to you from 
among you, who spoke of the signs of 
your Lord, and warned you of the 
meeting of this day of yours?" 

(The guardians of Hellfire will then 
answer their own question), saying, 
"Definitely (they did)! The order of 
punishment has been proven true against 
the faithless." pu 

Then (the sinners) will be told, "Enter 
the gates of Hell, and stay there. Oh, how 
terrible is the home of the arrogant!" p2] 
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Meanwhile, those who were mindful of 
their Lord will be escorted towards the 
Garden in crowds. 

(They'll stroll along) until they arrive at 
its gates, which will be opened. Its guards 
will announce, “Peace be upon you! 
You've done well, so enter here and 
remain." [73] 

(As they go in, the righteous) will say, 
“Praise be to Allah, the One Who fulfilled 
His promise to us, and Who gave us this 
land as our inheritance. 

"We can now settle in the Garden as 
we wish. Oh, how excellent a reward for 
those who worked (hard)!" p 4 i 



You're also going to see the angels 
surrounding the throne on all sides, 
glorifying and praising their Lord. 

(On Judgment Day all) shall receive an 
honest verdict, and (those who will enter 
Paradise will lift up their voices) and sing, 
"Praise be to Allah, the Lord of All the 
Worlds!" [ 75 ] 
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The Forgiver 

40 Al Ghafir 
(aka Al Mu'min) 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter begins a series of seven chapters that all start with the abbreviated letters, Ha 
Meem. The early Muslims considered these seven chapters to be a very special portion of the 
Qur'an. Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 687) said the Ha Meems were the heart of the Qur'an. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 
(d. 653) said, “When I reach the family of Ha Meem, it's like reaching a beautiful garden, so I take my 
time." 

The repeating theme in this series is the importance of faith and how it can overcome disbelief. 
Accordingly, there is a generous mix of examples from previous peoples, as well as vivid arguments 
to convince the listener that the next life is a concrete reality. These seven chapters present 
something of an extended argument for non-believers to consider - almost in a way that gives 
them an opportunity to look at the issues from a variety of perspectives. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Ha. Meem. m 

The revelation of this Book is from 
Allah, the Powerful and the Knowing. [2] 
(He) erases sins, accepts repentance, 
punishes strongly and towers over (all 
others). There is no god but He, and to 
Him is the ultimate conclusion, pi 

Arguments can Lead to Disbelief 


Background Info... v. 4 

One day the Prophet found two 
companions arguing over the meaning of 
a Qur'anic verse in an overly aggressive 
way. 


He became angry and told them that 
nations before their time were ruined 
because of that kind of quarrelling, The 
first part of this verse was revealed to 
comment uDon that. 

The second sentence of this verse 
refers to the pagans of Mecca who were 
still able to make their lucrative caravan 
journeys despite the rising power of 
Islam. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


No one argues about the signs of 
Allah, except for those who cover (their 
capacity to believe in Him). So don't let 
their seeming ability to do whatever they 
want in the land fool you! m 


593 








Before them, other people denied (the 
truth), like the people of Noah and all the 
allies of evil who followed after them. 

Every community plotted against their 
prophet in an effort to take hold of him 
or engaged him in endless argument 
using fallacious logic in their quest to 
refute the truth. 

However, it was I Who took hold of 
them, and, oh, how (severe) was My 
payback! pi 

And so, the sentence of your Lord was 
carried out against the faithless that 
they'll be companions of the Fire! m 

The (angels), who uphold the throne 
(of Allah), and those who encircle about it 
glorify the praises of their Lord. They 
believe in Him and ask forgiveness for 
those who believe (on earth). 

" Our Lord," (they pray), "You 
encompass everything with mercy and 
knowledge, so forgive those who repent 
and those who follow Your path. Save 
them from the punishment of the raging 
blaze!" m 

"Our Lord, let them enter the eternal 
Garden that You've promised to them, 
along with the righteous among their 
parents, spouses and descendants! 

"Truly, You are the Powerful and the 
Wise, (si so protect them from hardship! 


Anyone whom You protect from hardship 
on the Day (of Judgment) will have 
indeed received mercy from You, and 
that's the greatest success!" pi 

Hellfire is Earned 

faithless (residing in Hellfire) will 
be told, “Allah is more disgusted with you 
than you're disgusted with yourselves, 
given that you had been called to faith 
and you refused it." tu» 

"Our Lord, "they'll reply. "You made us 
exist twice without life and twice with life! 
Now that we know we did wrong, is there 
any way out of here?" tm 



"This is what you get, "(they'll be told), 
"because when the call was (made to 
believe) in the One God, you rejected it, 
but when 'partners' were added to Him, 
you believed, even though it's Allah's 
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right (that He should be believed in, for 
He's) the Most High and Most Great." 1121 

He's the One Who shows you His signs 
and sends down resources for you from 
the sky, but the only ones who reflect 
upon this are those who incline (towards 
their Lord). ri 3 i 

Call upon Allah sincerely, for He owns 
all religion, no matter how much the 
faithless may hate it. m Higher in status 
than all others, (Allah is) the Lord of the 
throne. 

He sends the Spirit (i.e., Angel Gabriel) 
by His command to any of His servants 
that He wills, so (the chosen messenger) 
can warn people about the Day of the 
Encounter, usi 

(That's) the day when they'll emerge 
(from their graves). There won't be 
anything at all about them that will be 
hidden from Allah. So who's going to be 
in charge that day? It will be Allah's (day 
alone), the One, the Irresistible! usi 

That day every soul will be paid back 
for what it earned, and there won't be 
any unfairness on that day, for Allah is 
quick to settle accounts, utj 

So warn them of the day that's fast 
approaching, (the day) when (people's) 
hearts will leap up to their throats and 
gag them. The wrongdoers will have no 


sympathizers nor intercessors who will be 
heard. [isi 

He knows every trick of the eye and 
every secret hidden in the mind. [i 9 j Allah 
(won't be fooled by such antics), but will 
rather judge truthfully. 

Those whom (people) called upon 
besides Him won't be able to judge at all! 
Truly, Allah is the Hearing and the 
Watchful. [20] 

The Lesson of 

the Pharaoh's Arrogance 

Haven't they traveled all over the 
world and seen how (the civilizations) 
that came before them were ended? 



(Those past nations) were stronger 
than they in might, and yet in the ruins 
they left behind throughout the world, 
(you can see) how Allah took hold of 
them for their sins, and they had no 
defense against Allah. (21) 
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That (fate was bound to befall them) 
because messengers were sent to them, 
bringing clear evidence (of the truth); yet, 
they rejected them. 

And so Allah took hold of them, and 
He is indeed mighty and stern in bringing 
about final conclusions. 122] 

And so it was that We sent Moses with 
Our signs and a clear mandate to 
Pharaoh, Haman and Korah, but they 
said, "A lying wizard." 123-24] 

When he went to them in all truth, (the 
Pharaoh and his men) said, "Kill the sons 
of those who believe with him, but keep 
their females alive," but the plans of the 
faithless always go awry. 125) 

Pharaoh then said (to his court 
attendants), "Leave me to kill Moses. Just 
let him try and call upon his Lord (for 
help)! I'm only afraid that he might 
convert you away from your religion or 

that he might cause rebellion in the land ." 

[ 26 ] 

"I've called upon my Lord," Moses 
answered him, "(to protect me) from 
every arrogant (tyrant) who disbelieves in 
the Day of Account." cm 

A believing man from among 
Pharaoh's family, who had been hiding 
his faith, came forward and asked, "Are 
you going to kill a man simply because 
he says, 'My Lord is Allah' - especially 


since he's come to you 
with clear evidence from 
your Lord? 

"If he's lying, then his 
lie will be on him, but if 
he's telling the truth, 
then some of the 
(consequences) that he's 
promised you will befall 
you. Allah gives no 
guidance to outrageous 
liars. [28] 

“My people! You have 
control (over a kingdom) 
today and are ascendant 
in the earth, but who will help us against 
the penalty of Allah if it ever came upon 
us?" 

"I see nothing but that which I see," 
Pharaoh answered. "I'm doing nothing 
more than guiding you correctly." 1291 

Then the one who believed said, "My 
people! I fear that a similar fate might 
befall you like the day that befell the 
allies (of sin), something like (what befell) 
the peoples of Noah or ‘Ad or Thamud 
and all those who came after them, 
though Allah never wills injustice to His 
servants." 130-311 

"My people! I fear for you the Day of 
Summoning - a day when you'll turn and 
run (foryour lives). You'll have no 
defense against Allah, and whomever 
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Allah leaves astray, there is no one who 
can guide him. (32-331 

"And so it was that long ago, Joseph 
had come to you with clear evidence, but 
you never stopped doubting (the reason) 
why he had come. 

"When he passed away, you said, 

'Allah won't raise up any more 
messengers after him.' This is how Allah 
let’s outrageous doubters go astray." 134] 

Those who argue over the signs of 
Allah without being given any authority 
(to debate them) - oh, how greatly hated 
that is in Allah's sight - even as the 
faithful (hate it, as well). 

This is how Allah seals up the hearts of 
every arrogant oppressor! psj 



"Haman. 1 " Pharaoh commanded, "Build 
for me a tall tower so I can find a way - a 
way to reach up and enter into the 
heavens, so I'll be able to rise up to the 


God of Moses. As for me, I think he's a 
liar." 

And so, Pharaoh's awful deeds seemed 
justified in his eyes. He was blocked from 
the path (of Allah), and whatever Pharaoh 
planned brought him nothing but ruin. p 6 - 

37) 

The one who believed declared, "My 
people! Follow me, and I'll lead you to 
the right way. My people! The life of this 
world is nothing more than a passing 
convenience, while the next life is the 
realm of permanence. ( 38 - 39 ) 

"Whoever works for evil will be paid 
back with nothing but the same. 

Whoever behaves in a moral fashion, 
whether a man or a woman, and then has 
faith, they're the ones who will enter the 

Garden and have resources without end." 

m 

" My people," (he continued), "Why am 
I calling you to salvation, while you're 
calling me to the Fire? hu 

"You're calling for me to reject Allah 
and to make partners with Him - 
adopting things that I know nothing 
about - even as I'm calling you (to 
believe) in the Powerful and the Forgiving 
One!" [ 42 ] 

"You're openly calling me to (pray to) 
something that has no legitimacy for 
receiving supplication, neither in this life 
nor in the next. 
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"Our only (real) call is to Allah, and 
those who are extreme (in their claims) 
will be companions of the Fire! [43] 

"Soon you'll remember what I'm 
saying to you now. I'm placing my affair 
with Allah, for indeed Allah watches over 
His servants." [44] 

Then Allah saved him from whatever 
harm they planned against him, and the 
reality of the (ultimate) punishment will 
soon surround the people of Pharaoh, [ 45 ] 



They'll be brought in front of the Fire 
from morning to evening on the day 
when the Hour (of Judgment) will be 
established. "Admit the people of 
Pharaoh into the worst torment!" hsi 

Then they're going to argue with each 
other (as they're being marched into) the 
Fire. 

The weak-minded followers will say to 
their arrogant (leaders), "But we followed 
you (willingly)! Can't you take some of 
our burden of fire from us?" m 


" We're all in this together" the 
arrogant (leaders) will reply, "and Allah 
has indeed made judgments among (His) 
servants." [ 48 ] 

Then those who are (thrown into) the 
Fire will plead with the guardians of Hell, 
"Call upon your Lord to ease the 

punishment for us - (at least) fora day!" 

m 

"Didn't any messengers ever come to 
you with clear evidence?" {the wardens) 
will ask. 

"Absolutely," (the doomed ones) will 
reply. " Then call out as much as you like," 
(the wardens) will say, "for what is the call 
of the faithless except mistaken (hopes)!" 

[ 50 ] 

We're going to aid Our messengers 
and the believers in this worldly life, as 
well as on the day when the witnesses will 
stand (forth to testify), pu 

(That) day the wrongdoers will gain 
nothing from their excuses and will 
instead be left with a curse and a terrible 
home. [ 52 ] 

Accountability is 

One Thing that is for Sure 

so it was that We gave 
guidance to Moses, and We let the 
Children of Israel inherit (it as a) Scripture, 
to be a source of guidance and a 
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remembrance for (people) who use their 
intellect. ( 53 - 54 ) 

So patiently persevere, for Allah's 
promise is true. Ask forgiveness for your 
shortcomings, and glorify the praises of 
your Lord at night and in the morning, issi 

Those who argue about the signs of 
Allah without being given any authority 
have nothing in their hearts save an 
inflated view of their own importance, 
(and that's a status) they'll never be able 
to achieve. 

So seek the protection of Allah (from 
ever falling victim to false pride), for He's 
the Hearing and the Watchful, isei 



Without a doubt, the creation of the 
heavens and the earth is a more 
impressive accomplishment than the 
creation of people. Yet, most people 
don't understand (that truth). [ 57 ] 

The blind and the seeing are not the 
same, nor are those who believe and do 
what's morally right (the same as) the 


depraved. How little you learn when 
you're reminded! tsai 

The Hour (of Judgment) will definitely 
arrive, and there's no doubting it. Yet, 
even still most people don't believe (in it), 
even though your Lord says, "Callupon 
Me! I will answer you! Those who are 
too proud to serve Me will find 
themselves in humiliating Hellfire!" tss-eoi 

This is What Allah Did for You 

/\llah is the One Who made the 
night for you so you can rest, and (He 
made the) day for you to see clearly. 

Allah is the source of every favor for 

people; yet, most people are thankless. 

(61) 

That's Allah, your Lord, the Creator of 
everything. There is no other god than 
He, so why are you so deceived? So 
that's how they're deceived, those who 
are determined to work against the signs 

of Allah! (62-63] 

Allah is the One Who made the earth 
to be your resting place and the sky to be 
your canopy. He's given you your shapes, 
and He's made your shapes well. Then 
He provided for all your needs with 
wholesome resources. 

That's Allah for you - your Lord - so 
glory be to Allah, the Lord of All the 
Worlds! (64) 
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He's the Living; there is no god but He. 
So call upon Him sincerely, for He owns 
all religion. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of 
All the Worlds! issi 

Say to them, "I've been forbidden to 
call upon those whom you call upon 
besides Allah. Clear evidence has come 
to me from my Lord. I've been 
commanded to surrender myself to the 
Lord of All the Worlds." [<*1 

He's the One Who created you from 
dust, then from a drop of fluid and then 
from a clinging thing. Then he brings you 
out (of the womb) as a child. Then He 
lets you mature until you become strong. 

Then He lets you descend into old age, 
though some of you will die earlier, (and 
this process continues) until (each of) you 
reaches your (own individual) deadline. 

(This cycle continues onward 
throughout human society) so you can 
learn to use your reason. [ 67 i 

He's the One Who gives life and death, 
and when He decides to do something, 
all He has to do is say, 'Be/ and it is. i68i 

Sinners will Learn the Truth 

Don't you see how much those who 
argue about the signs of Allah are turned 
away? [ 69 ] They're the ones who deny the 
Book and whatever else We've sent down 
to Our messengers. 



Soon they'll know (their folly), when 
the shackles will be draped around their 
necks and the chains will be dragging 
along behind them, (as they march along) 
through the scalding muck - only to be 
burnt up in the Fire! [70-72] 

They'll be asked," Where are the ones 
that you made partners in place of 
Allah?" 

They'll answer, saying, "They've left us 
to languish. Oh no! Whatever we called 
upon before wasn't even real!" That's 
how Allah leaves the faithless to stray. [73 

74 ] 

(They'll be told), "This (isyour fate) 
because in the world you looked 
approvingly upon everything else (but 
the truth), and you were brazen (in your 
arrogance)! So enter the gates of 
Hellfire, and stay inside. Oh, how terrible 
is the home of the arrogant!" [ 75 - 76 ] 

Then patiently persevere, 
(Muhammad,) for Allah's promise is true. 
Whether We show you now some (of the 
punishment) that We've promised them 
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or We take your soul instead, (all of you) 
will come back to Us. vd 

And so it was that We sent messengers 
before you. We've told you some of their 
stories, but the stories of others We have 
not. It wasn't the place of any messenger 
to bring a (revealed) verse without Allah's 
permission. 

When the command of Allah was 
given, the matter was decided fairly, and 
those who clung to falsehood were 
destroyed, psi 

When Belief is too Late 

y\llah is the One who made 
domesticated herd animals for you, so 
you can ride some and eat others, along 
with the many other benefits they offer 
besides. 

You can use them to gain whatever 
your hearts desire. You're carried on 
them, just as you're carried on ships (at 
sea). [ 79 - 80 ] 

He's (always) presenting His evidence 
to you, so which of the signs of Allah are 
you going to deny? [su 

Don't they ever travel over the earth 
and see how (all the civilizations that 


went) before them came to an end? They 
were more numerous than these (people 
in Mecca) and more powerful, (as 
evidenced) by all the ruins they left 
behind in the earth. 



Clearly, whatever (marvels of 
engineering) they accomplished brought 
them nothing. [82] 

When their messengers came to them 
with clear evidence, (the people) relied on 
whatever knowledge they already had, 
and the (punishment that they laughed 
off) came upon them from all sides. ( 83 ] 

When they saw Our punishment, they 
cried out, "Now we believe in the One 
God! We reject whatever partners we 
made with Him!" [ 84 ] 

However, their (clamoring) 
affirmations of faith, in the face of the 
coming punishment, were worth nothing 
for them. This has been Allah's pattern in 
dealing with His servants, and so those 
who rejected Allah were completely lost! 

[ 85 ] 
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Clear Explanation 

41 Fussilat 

(aka Ha Meem as-Sajdah) 

Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

The leaders of Mecca were sitting in the courtyard of the Ka'bah on their pavilion, as was their 
custom, when their discussions turned to the matter of Muhammad ( P ) and what to do about him. 
They noticed that he was also in the courtyard, sitting alone. 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah, who was Abu 
Sufyan's father-in-law, suggested that he would go and speak with Muhammad ( P ) and try to 
convince him to change his course of action. (The Prophet's uncle Hamza had recently embraced 
Islam, and due to his high reputation the Muslims were enjoying a temporary boost in status.) 

The pagan leaders agreed with 'Utbah's suggestion, and he accordingly approached Muhammad 
(p) and said, ’’Nephew, you know the high status that you enjoy in the community on account of your 
ancestry and family relations, but you've put your people in a bad situation. You've created 
divisions among them, and you even consider them to be fools! You talk badly about their religion 
and gods and say things as though all our forefathers were mere superstitious followers. Now 
listen to me, for I'm going to make some suggestions. Consider them well, for maybe you could 
accept one of them.” 

The Prophet said, ”Abu Walid, say what you want to say, and I'll listen to you.” 

So 'Utbah said, ’’Nephew, if by what you are doing you want money, we'll give you enough of it 
so that you'll be the richest man among us. If you want to become an important man, we'll make 
you our chief and will never decide a matter without you. If you want to be a king, we'll accept you 
as our king. If you're being visited by a jinn whom you can't get rid of by your own power, we'll 
arrange the best shamans and have you treated at our own expense.” 

’Utbah went on speaking in this fashion while the Prophet continued to listen quietly. Then he 
said, "Abu Walid, have you said everything that you had to say?” He replied that he had. 

Then the Prophet said, "So now listen to me." Then after saying, “In the Name of Allah, the 
Compassionate, the Merciful," he began to recite this chapter. 'Utbah kept on listening to it, 
putting his hands behind his back and leaning on them as he listened. When he came to verse 38, 
the Prophet prostrated himself, then raised his head and said, "This is my answer, Abu Walid; now 
you may do as you please.” 

'Utbah then arose and walked back towards the gathered Meccan chiefs. As he approached 
them, they saw him from afar and said, "By Allah! 'Utbah’s face has changed. He doesn't look the 
same as he was when he left from here.” When he came back and sat down, the people asked, 
’’What have you heard?” 

He replied, "By Allah! I've heard something the like of which I've never heard before. By Allah, 
it’s neither poetry nor sorcery nor magic. Chiefs of the Quraysh, listen to what I say and leave this 
man to himself. I think what he recites is going to have its effect. 
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“If the other Arabs overcome him, you'll be saved from raising your hand against your brother, 
and the others will deal with him. If he overcomes Arabia, his rule would be your rule and his honor 
your honor." 

Hearing this the chiefs spoke out, saying, "You, too, Abu Walid, have been bewitched by his 
tongue." ‘Utbah replied, "I've given you my opinion. Now you may do as you please." (ibnis-hoq) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Hd. Meem. m 

(This is) a revelation from the 
Compassionate and Merciful - a book 
with clearly explained verses and a 
recitation in Arabic for people who 
understand. 12-31 

It gives good news and warnings. Yet, 
most (people) turn away and fail to listen. 

| 4 | 


However, those who believe and do 
what's morally right will receive a reward 
that will never end." 16-si 

The Creation of Earth 

Say to them, "Are you rejecting the 
One Who created the earth in two 
stages? Are you making others equals 
with Him? That's the Lord of AH the 
Worlds!" pi 


They say, "Our hearts are immune to 
what you're inviting us, and our ears are 
deaf (to what you say). There's a veil 
between us and you, so do (whatever you 
like), and we'll do whatever we like, as 
well!" i 5 i 

Say to them, "I'm just a mortal man 
like you. Revelation has come to me that 
(compels me to say that) your god is only 
One God, so stand firmly for Him, and ask 
for His forgiveness! 

"Ruin to those who make partners 
(with Allah) - those who make no effort to 
cleanse themselves through charity and 
who reject (the concept of) an afterlife! 



He placed well-rooted highlands upon 
(the earth) and (put many) blessings 
within them. 

Then He measured out every (physical 
and ecological system), so there would be 
sufficient resources (for all living things, a 
process that was accomplished) in four 
stages. 
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(It's a) balanced (system to provide for 
all those) who ask (for their needed 
resources to survive). ti<» 

He also applied His design upon the 
sky, which was (filled with a kind of) 
smoke. He said to it and the earth," You 
will come together willingly or 
unwillingly." They responded," We come 
willingly." mi 

Thus, He completed (crafting) them as 
seven (layers of) sky in two stages, and 
He assigned to each (layer) its function. 

We decorated the lowest sky with 
radiant (light) and made it secure. This is 
the command of the Powerful and the 
Knowing, n* 

The Disaster of the 
‘Ad and Thamud Peoples 

they turn away, then say to them, 
"I'm warning you of a disaster, like the 
disaster that befell the people of 'Ad and 
Thamud." [i3i 

Messengers came (and warned them) 
from their fronts and from their backs, 
saying ," Don't serve anyone except Allah!" 

The (people scoffed) and said, “If our 
Lord (really) wanted to (warn us), He 
would've sent angels (instead of you 
mortal men). So we reject your message 
completely." imi 


As for the (people of) 'Ad, they acted 
arrogantly throughout the land against all 
right. They boasted, "Who is stronger in 
power than we are?" 

Didn't they see that Allah, the One 
Who created them, was infinitely mightier 
than they (could ever be)? 



They worked against Our signs with 
determination, so We sent a terrible 
sandstorm against them, causing many 
days of disaster, in order to give them a 
taste of the most degrading punishment 
this life can offer. 

The punishment of the next life will be 
even more degrading still, and they'll 
have no one to help them, tis-ui 

As for the (people of) Thamud, We 
offered them guidance, but they 
preferred blindness over guidance, so a 
sudden humiliating disaster overtook 
them as a consequence of what they 
earned. ti7i 
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However, We saved those who 
believed and who were mindful (of Allah 
among both nations), ns] 

The Body Betrays its Owner 


Background Info... v. 19-23 

A man named ‘Abdullah reports that 
he was hiding under the large curtain 
that was always draped over the Ka'bah 
when three pagan men came along. He 
overheard part of their conversation, and 
one of the men asked his fellow, “Do you 
think Allah can hear what we're saying 
right now?” 

The other man answered, “If we talk 
loudly, then He will hear us, but if we 
don't talk loudly, He won't hear us.” The 
third man said, “If He can hear one thing 
from us, then He can hear everything.” 
After the men left, ‘Abdullah snuck away 
and reported what he overheard to the 
Prophet. Then this passage was revealed 
in comment. (Ahmad) 


a the day when Allah's enemies will 
be gathered together (to be sent) to the 
Fire, they'll be (forced to) march in tight 
formations until they reach it. Their 
hearing, their sight and even their own 
skins will testify against them about their 
deeds. 11920] 

They'll say to their skins," Why are you 
testifying against us?' Their (skins) will 
reply, "Allah, the One Who can make 
anything speak, has given us the power 
to speak. He created you the first time, 
and back to Him you had to return, mi 





"You never tried to hide your (sins 
from us, never realizing) that your 
hearing, sight and skins would testify 
against you, and you didn't think that 
Allah knew about all the things you used 
to do! [22] 

"This (neglect) in your thinking about 
your Lord has now brought you to ruin, 
and now you're among those who have 
lost completely!" 1231 

If they would just be patient, the Fire 
will be their home soon enough! If they 
beg to be allowed to make amends (for 
their sinful lives), they won't be indulged. 

[ 24 ] 

On the contrary, We've assigned for 
them (demonic) associates who make 
them feel satisfied with what's coming up 
ahead of them and with what they've left 
behind. 

Thus, the verdict (leveled against) 
them will be proven true, even as it was 
against all the preceding generations of 
jinns and humans, for they're all 
thoroughly lost. [25] 
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The Taunts of the Faithless 


Background Info... v. 26-27 

Abu Jahl is the one who said the 
statement quoted in verse 26, and he 
tried to get people to make noise and 
commotion whenever the Prophet was 
reciting Qur'anic verses in public, in order 
to drown out his preaching. 

(Ma’ariful Qur’an ) 


faithless say, "Don't listen to this 
Qur'an! Talk nonsense over it when it's 
being recited, so you can come out on 

tOp!" 1 26 | 

We're going to give the faithless a 
taste of harsh punishment, and We're 
going to pay them back for the worst of 
their deeds! p7i 

This is the payback that Allah's 
enemies will get - the Fire! That'll be 
their permanent home, and that's a 
payback (they deserve), for they 
campaigned against Our signs with utter 
determination, psi 

The faithless will cry out, “Our Lord! 
Show us those jinns and people who 
misled us! We'll crush them underfoot so 
they'll be less than nothing!" [29] 

On the contrary, those who said, "Our 
Lord is Allah," and then stood firmly, will 
have angels descending upon them, 
(strengthening their hearts, inspiring 
them with messages such as): 


"Have no fear! Have no sorrow! 
Accept the good news of the Garden that 
you Ve been promised! We 're your 
protectors in this life, as well as in the 
next life, within which you'll receive 
everything your souls ever desired and 
everything you ever asked for!" (30-311 

That's a welcome gift from the (One 
Who) forgives and shows mercy! (321 

Which is more Equal? 


Background Info... v. 33-36 

Apparently, someone had questioned 
the integrity of Abu Bakr, and instead of 
insulting the man back, Abu Bakr prayed 
for Allah to forgive him from whatever 
shortcomings the man’s tirade must 
have implied. This passage was revealed 
in Comment on this. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


ose word is better than the one 
who calls (people) to Allah, does what's 
morally right and then says, "I'm with 
those who surrender (to Allah)"? t33] 

"Goodness and evil are not equal, so 
ward off (evil) by doing good. That's how 
you can turn your enemy into your close 
supporter and ally. [34j 

However, no one will achieve (the 
results of this principle) unless they're 
patient, and no one will achieve it unless 
they're granted the utmost good fortune. 

( 35 ) 
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If Shaytan ever tries to involve you in 
dissension, ask for Allah's protection, for 
He's the Hearing and the Knowing, pei 

The Truth of Allah’s Signs 

y\mong His signs are the night and 
the day and the sun and the moon. Don't 
bow down to the sun or the moon, but 
bow down to Allah Who created them, if 
you really aim to serve Him. [37j 

If they're too arrogant (to bow before 
Allah, it doesn't matter), because in your 
Lord's presence (are many who already) 
glorify Him throughout the night and the 
day, and they never get bored of it. [ 38 ] 



Among His signs is the way in which 
you see the lifeless earth revive itself after 
the rain showers that We send down 
upon it. It stirs to life, and (plants) grow 
(profusely over its surface). 

Surely, the One Who gives life to the 
dead earth can give life once again to the 
dead, for He has power over all things. [391 


Those who pervert the meaning of Our 
(revealed) verses are not hidden from Us. 
Therefore, is the one who is thrown in the 
Fire better than the one who skirts it 
safely on the Day of Assembly? Do 
whatever you like, for He's watching 
everything you do. hoi 

Those who reject the message when it 
comes to them (are going to lose), for 
truly (this is) a powerful Book. mi 
Falsehood cannot enter it, neither from 
the front nor the back, for it's being sent 
down by a wise and praiseworthy (Lord). 

[ 42 ] 

Nothing is being said to you that's any 
different from what was said to the 
messengers who came before you, 
namely that your Lord is a master of 
forgiveness and a master of dire results. 

[ 43 ] 

Why was the Qur'an 
Revealed in Arabic? 


Background Info... v. 44 

Some pagans in Mecca suggested to 
Muhammad that if a portion of the 
Qur’an were revealed in a foreign 
language that he did not know, this 
would indeed truly be a miracle. This 
verse was revealed in answer, pointing 
out that it would have been a useless 
exercise, for the Arabs would have then 
complained that the Qur’an was 
unintelligible. (Asbab ul-Nuzui) 
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We would've sent this Qur'an in any 
other (language) besides Arabic, then (the 
Arabs, who received it first), would've 
said," Why aren't its verses clearly 
explained? Huh? Not in Arabic, and (the 
man bringing it to us) is an Arab?" 

Say to them, "It's a guidebook and a 
source of healing for the faithful. 

However, for those who reject (it), it's a 
source of deafness in their ears and 
blindness (in their eyes) - as if they were 
being called from a place far off in the 
distance!" ^ 

Fickle Faith 

so it was that We gave the 
Book to Moses, but arguments sprang up 
concerning it. 

If it wasn't for a sentence (of principle) 
that had already been issued from your 
Lord, then there would've been a 
settlement among them, but there 
remained suspicions and doubts among 
them concerning (their scripture). [45i 

Whoever does what's morally right 
does so for the good of his own soul. 
Whoever does what's evil works against 
(his own soul), and Allah is never unfair to 
His servants, m 

The knowledge of the Hour (of 
Judgment) is directly (with) Him. No 
date-fruit comes out of its sheath or 


female becomes pregnant or delivers (her 
offspring) without Him knowing about it. 

On the day when Allah directs (the 
question) to them," Where are My 
'partners' (thatyou made equal) with 
Me?" 

They'll answer," We have no one here 
to testify to that. 1 " [47] The (false idols) 
that they used to call upon before will 
leave them to languish, and they'll finally 
realize that they have no way of escape. 

H8) 

<=\ 





Human beings never tire of asking for 
good, but if hardship comes upon one of 
them, he gives up all hope and is lost in 
despair. [49] 

Then, when We give him a taste of 
mercy after some hardship that has come 
upon him, he says," This (turn of fortune) 
is of my own doing. I don't think the 
(final) Hour will ever come, and even if 
I'm ever brought back to my Lord, I'm 
sure I'll have many good (rewards) 
waiting there for me in His presence." 



608 





On the contrary, We'll show the 
faithless the real meaning of everything 
they did, and We'll give them a taste of 
brutal punishment! poi 

Whenever We grant good fortune to a 
human being, he (takes it and) turns away 
(from Us), moving far off to the side. But 
when misfortune comes upon him, (he 
rushes back to us) filled with intense 
supplication, pu 

Honest Faith is Not a Mistake 


Background Info... v. 52 

The Meccan idol-worshippers used to 
accuse Muhammad of being mistaken in 
his beliefs. Thus, the retort is given that 
the mistakes are all theirs, (ibn Kathir) 


Say to them, "Don'tyou see that this 
is from Allah, and then you just reject it? 
Who's making the bigger mistake than 
the one who breaks away in opposition 
(to Allah)?" pa 

We're going to show them Our signs 
soon enough in locations far away on the 
horizon and also within their own souls, 
until it becomes clear to them that this is 
the truth. 

Isn't it enough (for them) that (Allah) 
witnesses everything? Oh, how much 
they doubt meeting their Lord! Oh, how 
much He surrounds everything!" p 3 -s 4 i 
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Consultation 

42 Ash-Shurd 
Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed immediately after the previous one, though verses 23-24 and 27 were 
revealed in Medina. Given the chronological order of this series of seven Ha Meem chapters, it is 
clear that this chapter is something of a continuation of the arguments of the past, with a special 
emphasis on exposing the stubborness of the chiefs of the Quraysh. This would have had 
propaganda value in the countryside, where the position of Islam was already hotly debated. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Hd. Meem. 'Ayn. Seen. Qaf. n-21 

And so He's inspiring you, 
(Muhammad,) just as (He inspired) the 
(ancient prophets) who went before you, 
and Allah is Powerful and Wise, m 

Whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is on the earth belongs to Him, 
for He's the Exalted and the Great, hi 

The heavens above them are nearly 
ripped to shreds (by His presence), and 
the angels magnify the praise of their 
Lord and pray for the forgiveness of 
whomever is on the earth. 



Without a doubt He's truly the 
Forgiving and the Merciful, ra Those who 
take protectors other than Him - Allah is 
the guardian of even them - and you're 
not responsible for them at all. ra 

And so We've inspired you with a 
Qur'an in Arabic, so you can warn the 
mother of all settlements (Mecca) and all 
of the other places around it about the 
Day of Gathering, (which will arrive) 
without a doubt. 

Some of them will be in the Garden, 
and some of them will be in the burning 
flames, m 

If Allah had wanted, He could've made 
all (the people of the earth) into a single 
community, but He (allows them to differ 
and divide in order to test them) and also 
so that He can admit to His mercy 
whomever He wants. 
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The wrongdoers won't find anyone to 
protect them or help them, m 

What? Are they taking protectors 
other than Him? Allah is the (only One 
Who can) protect! He's the One Who 
gives life to the dead, for He has power 
over all things, pi 

All True Religion Came from Allah 

uhammad, say to them), 
"Whateveryou're all arguing about, Allah 
will be the One to solve it. That's my Lord, 
Allah. I trust Him, and I turn myself 
towards Him (for guidance), no] 

“(He's) the originator of the heavens 
and the earth, and He made you all into 
pairs (of male and female) among your 
own kind, even as He made herd animals 
in pairs." 



"That's how He made it possible for you 
to multiply. There’s really nothing like 
Him at all, for He's the Hearing and the 
Watchful. [in 

"The keys of the heavens and the earth 
belong to Him. He increases or restricts 


the resources of whomever He wants, for 
He knows about all things." 1121 

He has established the same way of 
life for you that He ordained for Noah. 

It's the same one that We're inspiring you 
with, (Muhammad,) and the same one 
that We ordained for Abraham, Moses 
and Jesus, namely to institute the (moral) 
way of life and not to make any divisions 
in it. 

The idol-worshippers find that what 
you're asking of them is hard, though 
Allah draws to Himself whomever He 
wants, and He guides to Himself (all) who 
turn (their hopes towards Him). ti 3 i 

(The people of the past) didn't divide 
up (into many competing sects) until after 
knowledge came to them, (and this 
division was solely) out of selfish envy 
among themselves. 

If it wasn't for an order that your Lord 
had already decreed that gave (humanity) 
a fixed time limit, then the issue would've 
been resolved among them. (Later 
generations) who had inherited the 
scripture are filled with uncertainty about 
its (meaning), m 

So for that (confusion on their part), 
do call them (to believe in the Qur'an), 
and remain committed (to the cause) as 
you've been commanded. 

Don't follow their whims, but rather 
say to them ,7 believe in the Book that 
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Allah has sent down. I'm commanded to 
judge fairly between you. Allah is our Lord 
and your Lord. 

"To us our deeds, and to you your 
deeds. There's no disagreement between 
us and you. Allah will bring us all 
together, and the final destination is back 
with Him." usi 

Those who argue about Allah after His 
(existence) has already been accepted (by 
all parties concerned) are arguing 
pointlessly in their Lord's sight. His wrath 
is drawn over them, and they'll receive a 
strong punishment besides, usi 

Allah is the One Who sent down the 
Book in all truth, as well as the balance 
(of justice). 


Then how can you be made to 
understand that the Hour (of Judgment) 
might be close? utj 



The only ones who want it to come 
sooner are those who don't believe in it, 
but the faithful are in awe of it and know 
that it will be a reality. Isn't it (true) that 
those who are disregarding the Hour are 
grossly mistaken? tisi 


Allah is Fair to His Servants 

Allah is subtly (gracious) to His 
servants, and He gives resources to 
whomever He wants. He is the Capable 
and the Powerful, iwi 

Whoever desires the harvest of the 
next life, We add to his harvest. Whoever 
desires the harvest of this world, We'll 
give him some of it, but he'll have no 
share of the next life. 1201 

What! Do they have partners (as 
powerful as Allah) who can establish a 
religion for them without Allah's 
permission? 

If it wasn't for the order of sorting 
(right from wrong), then the issue 
would've been decided between them. 
Truly, the corrupt will have a painful 
punishment, eu 

You're going to see the wrongdoers 
trembling in fear for (all the sins) they've 
earned, and that's something they'll have 
to bear. 

Those who believed, however, and did 
what was morally right, will rest in the 
pleasures of the Garden. In their Lord's 
presence, they'll have everything they 
ever wanted, and that's the greatest 
bounty! 1221 

That's the same one about which Allah 
is giving good news to His servants - to 
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those who believe and do what's morally 
right. 

The Prophet Seeks 
No Personal Wealth or Gain 


Say to them, "I'm not asking you for 
any reward for this, but at least extend to 
me the love that is due to a member of 
your own family!" 


Whoever accumulates good (deeds), 
then We'll multiply the goodness within 
them, for Allah is forgiving and 
appreciative. psi 

What! Are they saying, "He's making 
up lies about Allah"? 

If Allah had wanted, He could've 
sealed up your heart, as well. Allah blots 
out falsehood and proves by His Own 
words that the truth is true, for He knows 
the secrets (that lurk within all people's) 
hearts. P 4 ] 

He's the One Who accepts repentance 
from His servants, and He also forgives 
sins. He knows what you're doing, ps] 

He listens to those who believe and 
who do what's morally right, and He 
increases (their fortune) from His own 
supply, but for those who covered over 
(their awareness of the truth), there will 
be a strong punishment, pq 

Never Forget 

Your Own Responsibility 


Background Info... v. 2729 

When the Meccan refugees were 
settled in Medina, they were generally 
stricken with poverty, having lost 
everything they owned in Mecca. (Some 
were even forced to sleep in the masjid.) 

According to a man named Khabab 
ibn al-‘Aratt, when the refugees saw the 
wealth of the three Jewish tribes of 
Medina, they longed for such wealth and 
spoke about their desire publicly. 


Background Info... v. 23 

Some of the pagans charged that 
Muhammad ( P ) was doing what he was 
doing as some sort of scheme to get rich. 

It was a dumb thing to say, of course, 
because Muhammad lived in poverty by 
choice throughout his entire mission. 
Muhammad ( P ) was bringing to the 
people of Mecca a new religion to 
replace idolatry and ignorant 
superstition; he never asked for any 
wages. 

Here in this verse, he is instructed to 
tell them that he's not asking them for 
their money, only for their faith and open 
hearts. Some of Muhammad's ( P ) 
bitterest and most violent foes were his 
own relatives: uncles, aunts, cousins, etc. 

This verse, which was revealed to 
address this situation, suggests that it is 
shameful for his relatives to persecute 
him so blatantly while he was still a 
member of their own extended family. 

That is a serious charge against the 
Meccans, who always said that ‘blood is 
thicker than water' and that they would 
aid any relative no matter who he might 
have wronged or how. 
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Soon, this passage was revealed to 
tell the believers that Allah is in control 
and that there are dangers and 
temptations in too much wealth. 

( Ma’ariful Qur’an ) 


Allah ever increased the resources 
of His servants (to the maximum limit), 
they would surely go out of control in the 
world. 

However, He sends (resources) down 
in measured increments as He wills, for 
He is well-informed and watchful over His 
servants. (271 

He's the One Who sends down rain 
even after (people) have given up all 
hope for it. He scatters His mercy (in 
every direction), for He is the Protector 
and the Praiseworthy. [28] 

Among His signs is the creation of the 
heavens and the earth and all the living 
creatures that He spread throughout 
them. He has the ability to collect them 
all together again when He wills, poi 



Whatever misfortune that befalls you 
is the result of what your own hands have 
earned, but for many (of your mishaps) 
there is forgiveness from (Allah). 1301 

You can't frustrate (suffering from the 
results of your bad decisions) by running 
all over the world, for there is no one who 
can protect you or help you besides 
Allah. [3ii 



Among His signs are the ships sailing 
smoothly through the oceans like 
mountain peaks. [32] If it were ever His 
desire, He could stop the wind (that 
propels them), and they would be 
rendered immobile on the (ocean's) 
surface. 

Truly, there are signs in this (example) 
for every patient and thankful person. 133) 
(If it were ever His desire), He could (sink 
those ships) as a (punishment) for (the 
sins) that (the people on board) have 
earned, though He forgives many things. 

[ 34 ] 
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Inform those who argue about Our 
signs that they'll have no escape (from 
Allah's judgment!) psi 

Whatever you're given in this world is 
only a trifle to use in this life, but 
whatever is with Allah is better and more 
lasting for those who believe and who 
trust in their Lord. ( 36 ] 

They're the ones who avoid the most 
serious sins and shameful acts, and they 
forgive others, even when they're angry. 

137 ] 

They're the ones who respond to their 
Lord and establish prayer. They decide 
their communal affairs by consulting each 
other, and they spend (in Allah's cause) 
out of that which We've supplied to 
them, os] 



They're the ones who help themselves 
when they're wronged, ooi 

The payback for an injury is to get 
back an equal amount of compensation 
from the (guilty party), unless (the injured 
party) forgives (the one who wronged 
him) and reconciles (with him). 


His compensation will then be with 
Allah, and He has no love for 
wrongdoers, [ 40 ] 

Whoever helps himself after he's been 
wronged, such (people) won't be blamed 
for it. [4i] Blame will only be directed 
against those who oppress people and 
defy all norms of justice in the earth 
against all right. A painful punishment 
awaits them! ra 

Whoever is patient and forgives (the 
wrongs that were done against him) is 
truly courageous in resolving the matter. 

[ 43 ] 

Let them Decide for Themselves 

omever Allah leaves astray, he 
will have no protector after that. You're 
going to see the wrongdoers saying, just 
as they see the punishment (ahead of 
them), "Isn't there any road back?" [44] 

You're going to see them brought to 
the front with eyes darting about in utter 
humility at their shame. 

Those who believe (in Allah) will 
exclaim, “Truly, the losers are the ones 
who lost themselves and their families on 
this Day of Assembly." 

The punishment that the wrongdoers 
must endure will be firmly set. [45] They'll 
have no best friend to help them in the 
sight of Allah, and anyone whom Allah 
leaves astray will have no way (to escape). 

146 ] 
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Respond to your Lord before the day 
comes that cannot be delayed, (for it will 
come) by Allah's will. What safe place will 
you have that day? What further defense 
can you offer? m 

If they turn away, then (it's not your 
fault), for We haven't appointed you to 
be their guardian. Your only duty is to 
convey (the message). 

Truly, when We give a human being a 
taste of Our mercy, he celebrates in it, but 
when some miscalculation of his backfires 
against him as a result of his own 
handiwork, he's truly thankless! [ 48 i 

The control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah. He creates 
whatever He wants. 



He bestows female children upon 
whomever He wants and male children 
upon whomever He wants, (49i or He 
bestows both males and females, while 
leaving barren whomever He wants, for 
He is full of knowledge and measured 
ways, iso] 


How does Allah 
Reveal His Messages? 


Background Info... v. 51 

A Jewish man went to the Prophet 
and said, "If you’re a prophet, then you 
have to see and speak to Allah directly 
like Moses did. Until you do that, we will 
never believe in you.” The Prophet 
replied, “But Moses didn’t see Allah, 
either.” Then this verse was revealed. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


It's not for a mortal that Allah should 
speak to him directly, unless it's through 
inspired revelation, (inspiration) from 
behind a veil, or through the agency of a 
message-bearer (like an angel), who will 
reveal, by Allah's permission, whatever 
Allah wills him (to reveal), for He is highly 
exalted and wise, pu 

And so it is that We're inspiring you, 
(Muhammad,) through (the agency of a) 
spirit (under) Our command. You didn't 
know what revelation and faith were 
(before being made a prophet). 

We've sent down to you a light, which 
you can use to guide whomever of Our 
servants that We will. 

You're imparting guidance (to them) 
that will lead (them) towards a straight 
path, ( 52 ) - ( towards) the path of Allah - the 
One to Whom belongs all that is within 
the heavens and all that is upon the 
earth, and ail affairs will eventually go 
back to Allah (for their resolution). [S3] 


616 




The Ornaments 

43 Az-Zukhruf 
Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This is the fourth chapter in the Ha Meem series. It was revealed at a time when the Meccans 
were laying various plans to assassinate the Prophet, as evidenced by verses 79-80. Even though a 
dire situation was rapidly developing, the final arguments against idolatry were still coming in rapid 
succession and from so many different angles that the idol-worshippers were literally being amazed 
by the challenges and could no longer simply deny them. This is why the violence began to reach a 
fever pitch. For those whose arguments lose, there are only two choices: accept the message, or 
attack it. The Meccan leadership chose the second option. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Ha Meem. m 

By the Book that makes things clear m 
-We've made it an Arabic Qur'an so you 
could understand it. m 

It (originated) in the Mother of the 
Book, which is kept in Our presence, 
transcendent and full of wisdom, m 

Should we take Our message away 
from you (Arabs) simply because 
you're a nation that's out of control? pi 
Yet, how many prophets did we send 
in ancient times? iei 

No prophet ever came to them 
except that they ridiculed him. m So 
then We destroyed (those nations), 
which were even mightier than this 


(one of yours). And so, the example of 
the ancients passes on. w 

Recognizing His Favors 

you asked them, * Who created the 
heavens and the earth?' they would 
(swiftly) reply," They were created by the 
Powerful and the Knowledgeable One." pi 
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(They would be right, of course), for 
He's the One Who spread the earth out 
wide for you and made many pathways 
within it so you could find the right 
direction, uoi 

(He's) the One Who sends down 
sufficient rain from the sky, and We revive 
the dead land with it, and that's also how 

you'll be brought (up at the resurrection). 

mi 

(He's) the One Who created all living 
things in pairs. He sent down (the 
knowledge of) shipbuilding, and He gave 
you farm (animals), as well, so you can 
ride upon them, tui sitting securely on 
their flat backs. 



Whenever you're seated upon (some 
mode of travel), you can remember the 
favors of your Lord, saying "Glory be to 
the One Who subjected this to our (use), 
for we never could've mastered this by 
ourselves, and we're certainly going to 
return to our Lord." [12-u] 


They Claim Ignorance 


Yet, they give a share of (divine 
power) to some of His servants! Truly, 
humanity is obviously thankless! usi Has 
He taken daughters out of everything He 
created and then given you the choice to 
have sons? uei 

When one of (those pagans) is told the 
good news of (the birth of a daughter) - 
the same (gender) that he so readily adds 
to the likeness of the Compassionate, his 
face becomes downcast, and he's filled 

with terrible disappointment, 

(Is it right that you would ascribe the 
qualities of a female), whom (you 
consider) to be raised merely among 
ornaments (and baubles) and (whom you 
consider) to be incapable of speaking 
with directness, (with the qualities of 
Allah)? usi 

And so they turn the angels into 
females, (even though the angels were 
made) only to serve Allah. 


Background Info... v. 15-17 

The Arab idol-worshippers claimed 
Allah had daughters. The Arabs then 
worshipped these daughters as mini¬ 
gods. 

Here the Qur’an is pointing out that 
the Arabs valued sons higher than 
daughters, so it was blatant hypocrisy to 
ascribe to Allah what they themselves 
didn’t want. (Asb ab ul-Nuzuf) 
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Were they there to witness when they 
were created? (If they were), then their 
evidence will be noted, and they could be 
questioned about it. iwj 

Then (the idol-worshippers) say, "Oh, if 
it had only been the Compassionate's will, 
then we would've never worshipped (any 
idols)." 

They don't know what (they're saying), 
and they do nothing more than 
speculate. Did We give them some 
scripture in the past to which they're 
committed? [20-211 

No way! (Their only excuse is to) say, 

" This is the cultural tradition that we 
found our ancestors following, so we're 
following in their tracks ." 1221 

This is how it's always been: whenever 
We sent a warner before you to any 
nation, the well-to-do among them said, 

" This is the cultural tradition that we 
found our ancestors following, so we're 
following in their footsteps." [23] 

(And their warner would always) say, 

" What! Even though I'm bringing you 
better guidance than what you inherited 
from your ancestors?" 

(To which the people would always) 
reply, “As far as we're concerned, we 
don't accept that you've been sent (on 
any mission at all)." [ 24 ) 


And so We took payback from them - 
and, oh, how (stunning) was the end of 
those who denied (the truth)! [25] 

How to Make 

a Clean Break from Idol-worship 

y\braham said to his father and his 
people, "I'm free of what you're 
worshipping! (I’ll serve) no one besides 
the One Who made me, for He’s going to 
guide me ." [26-27] 

(Abraham) left this doctrine to 
posterity, so that (those who came after 
his time) could turn back (to Allah). [28j 

Allah Chooses 
Whomever He Wants 


Background Info... v. 29-31 

Mecca and the nearby town of Ta'if 
were the two most important cities in 
the immediate region. The idol- 
worshippers couldn't believe that Allah 
would choose someone like Muhammad, 
( P ) who wasn't wealthy or particularly 
important, to be a message-bearer. 

Better someone wealthy or politically 
connected, they said, and then they 
suggested that Allah would do better if 
he chose ‘Utbah ibn Rab'iah of Mecca or 
some other leading man from the nearby 
city of Ta'if. This passage was revealed in 
response. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Dut no! I've given (the luxuries of this 
world) to these (ungrateful people), as 
well as to their ancestors, until now when 
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an obvious messenger (comes to them), 
bringing them the truth. 1291 

So now that the truth has come to 
them, they (deny it), saying, "It's just some 
kind of magic, and we reject it." [3<» 

Then they say," Why isn't this Qur'an 
being sent down to a more important 
man (than him) from either of the two 
(largest) cities (around here)?" m 

Are they the ones who pass out your 
Lord's mercy? In fact, We're the One who 
parcels out among them their livelihood 
in the life of this world. 

We only promote some (people) 
above the rest in status, so they can get 
labor from them, but the mercy of your 
Lord is far better than what they 
accumulate. [321 



If it wasn't for the fact that all (people) 
would (merge together) into one 
community (of greedy misers), We 
would've given everyone who rejects the 


Compassionate silver roofs for their 
houses, (fancy) stairs upon which to 
climb, [33j (huge) doors on their houses, 
couches upon which to rest w and 
golden ornaments, as well! 

However, all those things are nothing 
more than objects for use in the life of 
this world. The next life, in Allah's view, is 
for those who were aware (of the 
difference), psi 

Separation from Allah 

oever blinds himself to the 
remembrance of the Compassionate 
(One) will have a devil assigned to him by 
Us to be his close buddy. They'll steer 
them away from the path, even as they 
think they're being rightly guided. [36-37] 

(This goes on) until he comes back to 
Us and then says (to his devil), "If only we 
were as far apart as the east and then 
another eastf What a horrible confidant 

(he had)! 138 ] 

(All the) wrong you did together won't 
help you at all on that day, for both of 
you will be partners in the punishment! 

[ 39 ] 

Can you make the deaf hear or show 
the way to the blind or to someone who 
is clearly wrong? no] 

Even if We took you away (from them, 
as they wish to get rid of you), We would 
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still get our due out of them, or We just 
might show you (the retribution) that 
We've promised them, for indeed We 
have complete power over them. [41-421 

So hold tight to the inspiration that's 
coming down to you, for you're on a 
straight path. [431 

The Example of Moses 

This (Qur'an) is indeed the (noble) 
message (intended) for you and your 
people, and soon you'll be questioned 
(about how well you followed it). (44) 

You should ask Our messengers whom 
We sent before your time if We ever set 
up any gods for worship other than the 
Compassionate. [45] 

And so it was that We sent Moses with 
Our signs to Pharaoh and his nobles, and 
he said to them, "I'm a messenger from 
the Lord of AH the Worlds." [46] 

However, even though He went to 
them with Our signs, they ridiculed them. 

[ 47 ] 

We showed them miracle after miracle, 
with each one being more impressive 
than the last, until We finally seized them 
with punishing (plagues), so they could 
(at least have a chance) to return (to 
Allah). [4«] 


(In their fear), they cried out," You 
wizard! Call upon your Lord for us by His 
covenant with you (and remove this 
plague from us), then we'll accept (your) 
guidance." [ 49 ] 

However, (every time) We relieved 
them of the punishment, they went back 
on their word, (soj 

Pharaoh declared to his people, "My 
people! Doesn't the kingdom of Egypt 
belong to me? Look at these streams 
flowing below my (kingdom). Don't you 
see them? Am I not better than this 
(Moses), that wanderer who can't even 
speak properly? Why aren 't gold 
bracelets being laid upon him, and why 
isn't he flanked by angels?" [51-53] 



This is how he persuaded his people, 
and they obeyed him. They were truly a 
rebellious nation. When they provoked 
Us, We took Our due from them and 
drowned all (their army). [54-55) 

We caused them to recede (into 
history) and made them an example for 
those (civilizations that would arise) later. 

(561 
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The Example of Jesus 


Background Info... v. 57-62 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca often 
objected strongly whenever new verses 
of the Qur’an talked about Jesus, saying 
that Christianity was a foreign religion 
and so was not an equal comparison with 
their own beliefs. 

Once the Prophet told the Meccans 
that there is no goodness in anyone 
unless he serves Allah. Then the 
Meccans asked, “Do you think Jesus was 
a servant? How could he have been such 
a good servant while he's held by 
(Christians) to be their god?” (qurtubi) 

A man named 'Abdullah ibn Az-Zab’ari 
then tried to corner the Prophet into 
saying that Jesus would be in Hell 
because he was worshipped as were the 
idols of Mecca, which were also 
promised Hellfire. (See 21:98-103 where the 
Qur’an answers this issue.) 

After the Prophet won that portion 
of the debate, Az-Zab’ari accused 
Muhammad (p) of wanting to be 
worshipped as a part of God, like the 
Christians called Jesus a part of God. 

But then, to the amazement of the 
idol-worshippers who had accompanied 
az-Zab’ari to watch, the Prophet recited 
these new verses below, which laid out a 
clear doctrine of separation between 
Allah and any mortal man. 


When the son of Mary is held up as 
an example, your people complain loudly, 
saying, "Are our gods better, (or this 
Jesus, whom the Christians worship)?" 


They're offering this (objection) 
against you for no other reason than 
(they like) to argue, for they're a very 
argumentative people, p? ssi 



(Jesus) was no more than a servant to 
whom We granted Our favor. We made 
him an example for the Children of Israel 
If We had wanted, We could've sent 
angels to live among you on the earth, 
and they would've (eventually) replaced 

yOU. [59 60 ) 


(Jesus) is a sign of the Hour, so have 
no doubt about (its arrival). Rather, you 
should follow Me, for that is a straight 
path. Don't let Shaytan get in your way, 
for he's your clear enemy. pi-62] 

Jesus came with clear evidence (of the 
truth). He said (to his people), "I've come 
to you with wisdom, so I can resolve 
those issues that cause you to differ. 
Therefore, be mindful of Allah and obey 
me. Truly, Allah is my Lord and your 
Lord, so serve Him alone, for that's a 
straight path." [ 63 - 64 ] 
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(However, after Jesus was gone from 
the world), sects arose over differences 
among them. 

So ruin upon those who do wrong, (for 
they're going to suffer) from the 
punishment of a dreadful day. issj 

Paradise Described 

A.re they waiting for the Hour (of 
Judgment) to come upon them all of a 
sudden, without their even realizing it? 

[ 66 ] Friends will become enemies on that 
day, except for those who were mindful 

(of Allah). [ 67 ] 

"My servants! You shall have nothing 
to fear on that day, nor will you feel any 
sadness, (for you were) the ones who 
believed in Our signs and surrendered (to 
Us). So now enter the Garden, you and 
your spouses together, in celebration. * [68- 

70 ) 

Dishes (of food) and golden cups will 
be passed around among them! 
Everything that a soul could want will be 
there - everything in which eyes could 
take pleasure - and there you shall 
remain! pu 

This is the Garden that you'll inherit (as 
a reward) for what you used to do (in the 
world), and in it you'll have an endless 
supply of fruits from which to eat. [72-73] 


Hellfire Described 

bad people will remain in the 
punishment of fJELLpIt^E. Its 
(torments) won't be lightened for them, 
even as they're engulfed by sadness and 
despair. 

It's not that We were unfair to them; 
rather, they're the ones who were unfair 
to themselves. [ 74 - 76 ] 

"O Master!" they'll cry out (to the chief 
warden of Hell)," If only your Lord would 
put an end to us!" (Then the warden will) 
reply, "(No), you must linger on." m 

People Say Wrong Things 
about Allah 

And so We've brought the truth to 
all of you; yet, most of you have an 
aversion to the truth. Have they made 
some kind of plan (to thwart Us), when 
We're the One Who decides matters? ( 78 - 79 ) 

Do they think that We don't hear their 
secrets and private meetings? No way! 
Our (angelic) messengers are very close 
to them, recording (what they say against 
Allah), [so] 

Say to them, "If the Compassionate 
ever had a son, then I would be the first 
to worship him." isu 
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Glory to the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth! The Lord of the throne is (far 
removed) from what they're making Him 
out to be. [82] 

So leave them to speculate and play 
until they come upon that day of theirs 
that they've been promised. t 83 i 

He's the One Who is a god in the 
heavens and a god on the earth. He's the 
Wise and the Knowing. [ 84 j 

Blessed be the One Who controls the 
heavens and the earth and everything in 
between! He has knowledge of the Hour, 
and you're going to go back to Him. psi 

Those whom they call upon besides 
Allah have no power to intercede, save 
for any who testify to the truth, and they 
know (that Allah is their Lord), isei 

If you were to ask (the pagans) who it 
was that created them, they would be 


sure to say, "Allah did." So how can they 
be so far off the mark (in their veneration 
of idols)? [ 87 ] 


(Allah knows what His Prophet) said 
(of them when he cried out), “My Lord! 

This is a nation that truly won't believe !" 

[881 

So turn away from them, 
(Muhammad,) and say, "Peace," for soon 
they'll know (the truth). [ 89 ] 


Background Info... v. 88-89 

Even after many years of preaching 
and teaching patiently and gently, 
Muhammad ( P > felt sad that the majority 
of his people were not listening to him. 

This passage shows that Allah had 
heard his concerns, and it also gives him 
the command to leave them be if they 
won’t listen. In effect, saying, “Peace,” 
to the ignorant in this case is like saying, 
“I’m done with you,” in English. 
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The Smoky Haze 

44 Ad-Dukhan 
Late Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

According to 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (d. 653), during the early days of the Prophet's mission, the 
Quraysh used to ask him many dumb questions, such as when it would rain, what would happen 
with market prices in the future and so on. When the persecution began, the Prophet asked Allah 
to inflict the Quraysh with seven years of famine, as He had done in the time of Prophet Joseph to 
the Egyptians. (Apparently, verses 1-11 were then revealed.) A famine then did, in fact, befall the region, and 
the Meccans were reduced to eating whatever hardscrabble food they could come by, even animal 
bones. 

The heat and hunger were so great that many Meccans complained of seeing a hazy smoke in 
the air (which was probably a result of their weakened state). Abu Sufyan was driven by 
desperation to plead with Muhammad to ask Allah to intercede and remove the punishment. If the 
famine lifted, he explained, then the Meccans would believe in him. Verses 12-42 were then 
revealed, which mention the punishment that Muhammad had invoked against them. These verses 
also predicted, however, that the Meccans would continue to reject faith, and that is exactly what 
they did. 

This episode then leads into a discussion of how other peoples of the past, most notably the 
pharaoh of Egypt, failed to pay heed to the warnings of Allah. And so they also suffered a heavy 
price. Finally, the chapter closes with a description of the ultimate penalty that unmindful people 
will have to face, namely the trials of Hellfire. So the central message is that people have time while 
they are alive to see the signs and take the warnings. Better to listen while there is a chance to 
enter into Allah's fellowship, rather than be filled with regret when it is impossible to make amends. 
The Prophet said of this chapter, "Whoever recites (this chapter) on a Friday, whether by day or 
night, then Allah will build a home for him or her in Paradise.” ( Qurtubi ) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Ho. Meem. m 

By the Book that makes things clear, pi 
We sent it down on a blessed night, and 
We're (constantly giving you) warning, pi 


On that (night), every wise command 
was made apparent m by a command 
from Our presence, for We're indeed 
sending (revelation) pi as a mercy from 
your Lord. 
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He's the Hearing and the Knowing n - 
the Lord of the heavens and the earth 
and everything in between! 

(So, accept this revelation if) you're 
certain of your convictions, m There's no 
other god than He; He gives life and 
death - (He's) your Lord and the Lord of 
your earliest ancestors! m 

The Meccans Receive a Warning 


Background Info... v. 9-12 

‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (d. 653), one of 
the Prophet’s most prominent 
companions, said of the famine that 
came, “(The people of western Arabia) 
became so exhausted and hungry that 
they ate bones and dead carcasses. A 
man would look at the sky and would see 
nothing between him and the sky except 
a smoky haze on account of his 
exhaustion.” (Ibn Kath/r) 

Some time after the drought began, 
many desperate people began 
beseeching the Prophet for relief. One 
man approached the Prophet and 
begged him to pray for rain for the 
people of his district. 

The Prophet then prayed for rain, and 
soon thereafter the rain came, and the 
drought was broken. 


But no! They still play around in 
confusion, m 

Then watch for the day when a smoky 
haze will be clearly evident in the sky, uoi 
enveloping people's (senses with heat, 
stale air and hunger); that will be an awful 
punishment, mi 



(Now that it's come upon them, 
they've come to you and cried), "Our 
Lord! Take this punishment away from us, 
and then we'll believe!" 1121 

Yet, how could this reminder really 
convince them, given that a clear 
messenger had already come to them? mi 

They just turned away from him and 
said, "He's being taught by someone, or 
he's just crazy!" twi 

We'll relieve them of the punishment 
for a while, (but just see how fast) you'll 
revert (to your old ways)! m 

One day We're going to take hold of 
you (Meccans) in a great onslaught, and 
then We'll get Our due from you. tie] 

The Pharaoh did 

not Listen to the Warning 

And so it was that before them we 
tested the people of Pharaoh. 
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An honorable messenger came to 
them, saying, "Release to me the servants 
of Allah, for I'm a trustworthy messenger 
(that's been sent) to you. Don't be 
arrogant against Allah, for I stand before 
you with the clear power (to command)." 

(17-19] 

"As for me, I've sought the protection of 
my Lord and your Lord against your ability 
to do me harm. If you don't believe (what 
I'm telling you), then at least don't 
interfere (with my mission)." [20 211 

(The Egyptians worked against him, 
however), so he called out to his Lord, 
"They're a wicked people!" [221 



"Set out with My servants by night," 
(came the command,) "foryou'll certainly 
be pursued. [23) 

"Leave the (parted) sea (thatyou'll have 
to cross through) alone, for (the Egyptian) 
forces that will (pursue you through it will) 
be drowned (when it collapses in on 
them)." [ 24 ] 

How many gardens and bubbling 
springs did they leave behind, [25] and 


fields of grain, fine buildings [26] and 
richness in which they delighted? [27] 

That's (how it ended), and We let 
other peoples inherit (those things), psj 
Neither heaven above nor the earth shed 
a tear for them, nor were they given any 
chance to recover. [291 

And so it was that We delivered the 
Children of Israel from the pain and 
humiliation [301 caused by Pharaoh, for He 
was more outrageous than other tyrants. 

[31] 

Moreover, We deliberately chose (the 
Children of Israel) over all the other 
people of the world, [321 and We gave 
them some signs that were an obvious 
challenge. [33] 

Arrogance is No 
Substitute for Faith 

Now as for these (Meccans), they 
say, [34i "There's nothing more to come 
after we die the first time, and we're 
certainly never going to be raised to life 
again! psi If you're so honest, then bring 
our ancestors back (from the dead)!" [36] 

Are they better than the people of 
Tuba and all those (ancient ones) who 
came before them? We destroyed them 
all because of their wickedness! (371 

We didn't create the heavens and the 
earth and all in between them merely for 
fun. [ 38 ] We didn't create them except for 
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a truthful purpose, but most of them "Punish him with scalding water 

don't know that. [391 poured over his head. [ 48 ] 


The Day of Sorting is a time that's 
reserved for all of them. (4oi (It's) a day 
when no defender can aid his client in the 
least and when no help will come to 
them, Hu save for the one who receives 
Allah's mercy, for truly He's the Powerful, 
the Merciful. [ 42 ] 

The Trials and Delights 
of the Afterlife 


Background Info... v. 43-50 

This passage was revealed after the 
Prophet’s uncle, Abu Jahl, told him, “I’m 
the strongest man around here and the 
most respectable." (Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


"Suffer it now! Oh, you were so strong 
and respectable! [ 49 ] Now this 
(punishment you're receiving) is what you 
used to doubt (before)!" isoi 

Those who were mindful (of Allah), 
however, will be in a safe position isd 
among gardens and fountains, 1521 dressed 
in silk and rich brocade. They'll gaze 
upon each other (in satisfaction). [53] 

That's (how it will be)! We're going to 
join them (with pleasure-mates), who will 
have intense, expressive eyes. [54i They 
can call for every type of fruit to be 
brought to them in a secure environment. 

[55] 



The tree of Zaqqum 
[43] will be the food of the 
sinful. [44] 


Like molten brass it 
will curdle in their guts, 
[451 rippling like scalding 
water, nej 


" Take himT (a voice 
will command). "Drag 
him in the middle of the 
burning fire! m 


They'll never again (feel the sensation) 
of death, other than for the first time they 
died, and He'll protect them from the 
punishment of the burning blaze, pq 

That’s a generous gift from your Lord, 
and that’s the ultimate success! [57] 

Truly, We've made this (Qur'an) easy 
on your tongue so they could be 
reminded, issi so keep watch, for they'll be 
keeping watch, also. [591 
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Kneeling 

45 At Jathiyah 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was most likely revealed after the preceding one, as it seems like a continuation of 
the themes raised there. Its main message revolves around answering any remaining doubts about 
the Qur’an's teachings about Allah, as well as making it clear that bad behavior will not be rewarded 
in either this life or in the next. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Ha. Meem. m 

The revelation of this Book is from 
Allah, the Powerful and the Wise, pj 

Signs (of His power) exist all 
throughout the heavens and the earth for 
the believers (to see), pj even as they exist 
in the creation of your own selves and in 
the wide dispersal of living creatures (all 
around the world). 



There are indeed signs in all of these 
things for those who are certain of their 
convictions, m 

The alternation of night and day, the 
pouring down from the sky of life-giving 
rain with which the dead earth is revived, 
and the changing wind patterns - all of 
these are signs for those who reflect, pj 

These are the signs of Allah that We're 
enumerating for you in all truth. So then 
in what kind of presentation will they 
believe after rejecting Allah and His 
signs? $1 

Ruin to every sinful charlatan! [ 7 ] He 
hears the signs of Allah enumerated for 
him; yet, he becomes stubborn and 
arrogant, acting as if he never heard 
them! 
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Tell him about a painful punishment! isi 
Indeed, whenever he learns about some 
of Our (revealed) verses, he takes them as 
a joke! Well, a humiliating punishment 
will be waiting for him! pi 

Hellfire will be standing right in front 
of (those fakers)! Nothing they earned 
will do them any good, and no close 
comrades they arranged, besides Allah, 
will be there to help, for a terrible 
punishment will be waiting for them, no] 



(Therefore you should know that) this 
(Book) is a source of guidance. Whoever 
rejects the (revealed) verses of their Lord 
will suffer the punishment of complete 
annihilation, tm 

We are only 

Responsible for Ourselves 


He has tamed for you, from His Own 
Self, whatever is in the heavens and on 
the earth. Truly, the signs are there for 
those who think. ti3) 

We are All Judged for Our Faith 
and Our Actions 


Background Info... v. 14 

There are two complimentary stories 
connected to this verse. In the late 
Meccan period, a pagan insulted ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab, and the latter wanted to 
get back at the pagan, but this verse was 
revealed counseling self-control and 
patience with those who deal in insults; 
thus, ‘Umar gave up his desire to get 
back at him. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


the believers to forgive those 
who don't look forward to the days of 
Allah. He's the One Who rewards every 
community according to what they've 
earned, twi 

Whoever does what's morally right 
does so for the benefit of his own soul. 
Whoever does evil is in reality working 
against (his own future welfare). Soon 
enough you all will be brought back to 
your Lord, osj 



Allah is the One Who tamed the 
oceans for you, so that ships could sail 
throughout it by His permission, thus 
allowing you to seek His bounty and 
express your gratitude. 1121 


Stand Firmly despite the Ignorant 

And so it was that We granted the 
Children of Israel the Book (of scripture), 
the power to act, and the gift of 
prophethood. We also provided them 
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with wholesome (food) and favored them 
above all others in the universe. ti6i 

We also gave them clear directions in 
all their affairs, but it was only after they 
received such knowledge that they fell 
into competing groups, due to arrogant 
jealousy among themselves. Their Lord 
will judge between them concerning 
these points of difference on the Day of 
Judgment, (in 

Then we put you, (Muhammad,) on 
the path of authority. So follow it, and 
don't follow the whims of the ignorant, usj 

They won't be of any use to you in the 
sight of Allah. Wrongdoers protect no 
one but themselves, while Allah protects 
those who are mindful (of Him). [i9] 

These (verses) are plain truths for 
people and a source of guidance and 
mercy to those who are confident in their 
convictions, poi 

Supreme Justice 

Do people who are wicked think that 
We're going to measure them by the 
same standard as believers who practice 
morality and goodness? 

Do they think that they're going to be 
treated the same way both here and after 
their deaths? If so, then they're making 
the worst kind of prediction! 1211 


Allah created the heavens and the 
earth for a clear purpose, so that every 
soul may find its just reward for what it's 
earned, and no one will be treated 
unfairly. 1221 

Have you seen the kind of person who 
takes his own whims as his god? Allah 
has left that one astray - sealing his 
hearing, veiling his heart and covering his 
sight. So who can now guide him after 
Allah (has withdrawn His support)? 

Won't you take a reminder? 1231 

The (faithless) say, "What else is there 
but this life here and now? We're all 
going to die. So we just live for now, and 
nothing but time can destroy us." 
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However, they have no solid 
information (about this) and thus do no 
more than make guesses. [ 24 ) 

When Our clear verses are presented 
to them, their only defense is to say, "So 
bring our ancestors back to life if what 
you're saying is true." psi 

Say to them, "Allah is the One Who 
gives you life, and then He gives you 
death. He's going to collect you all back 
together on the Day of Judgment, a day of 
which there is no doubt. Yet, most people 
don’t understand." pg 

The Regret of the Foretold Day 

control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah, as well as the day 
upon which the Hour (of Judgment) will 
be established. On that day, the deceitful 
will surely perish. p7i 

You will see every community 
kneeling, and every community will be 
called to make an account of its record. 

"This day you're being paid back for all 
that you did. psi Our record here faithfully 
describes all of your (actions), for We've 
kept track of everything you've ever done!” 

[29] 

Those who believed and did what was 
morally right will be admitted into their 
Lord's mercy, and that will be a success 
for all to see! poi 


The faithless, however, (will be told), 
"Weren't Our signs ever presented to you? 
Oh, but you were arrogant and inclined 
towards evil. [ 3 i] 

"When you were told that Allah's 
promise was true and that there was no 
mistaking the reality of the Hour, you said, 
We don't know anything about this 'Hour.' 
It's nothing but a fancy notion, and we 
have no confidence in its (reality ).(321 

Then they're going to see the (amount 
of) wickedness that they've amassed, and 
they'll be surrounded by what they used 
to laugh at! [33) 

They'll be told, "Today We're going to 
forget you, just like you forgot the 
appointment on this day of yours! Your 
home is in the Fire, and no one will ever 
help you. [ 34 i You used to take the 
(revealed) verses of Allah as a joke, and 
the physical life of the world deceived 
you." 

From that day onward, they'll never be 
released from it, nor will they ever have 
their repentance accepted, psi 

So all praise be to Allah, the Lord of 
the Heavens, the Lord of the Earth and 
the Lord of All the Worlds! pei To Him 
belongs all greatness throughout the 
heavens and the earth, and He's the 
Powerful and the Wise. [371 
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The Sand Dunes 

46 Al Ahqdf 
Late Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter is the last in the seven part Ha Meem series. During this time the Meccans had 
agreed to boycott the Prophet’s clan and one other, from whom most of the converts came, and 
they forced the two groups into a barren valley. They were only allowed to emerge to buy food 
during sacred months. 

At any other time, if any of the boycotted members were seen in the markets, Abu Jahl and 
others would shout to the merchants not to sell them anything. After the Meccans were shamed 
into lifting the boycott by visiting bedouin chiefs, the Prophet suffered the loss of both his beloved 
wife Khadijah and his uncle and protector, Abu Talib. When Meccan persecution became 
unbearable, the Prophet traveled to the nearby city of Ta’if in the year 619 to seek asylum. 

However, he was cruelly ejected from that city, which had an equally strong tradition of idolatry 
as that of Mecca. On his return journey to Mecca, he stopped and made camp one night. There he 
recited some new verses of the Qur’an. A company of jinn heard what he was saying, and they 
converted. (See verses 46:29-32 and also introduction to chapter 72.) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


I Id. Meem. pj 

This revelation is from Allah, the 
Powerful and the Wise, h 

We didn't create the heavens and the 
earth and everything else in between 
them except for a true purpose, and even 
then only for a set time limit. Still the 
faithless turn away from what they've 
been forewarned about. 01 

So ask them, “Don'tyou see (with your 
own eyes the foolishness of what) you're 
calling on besides Allah? Show me 


something - anything - that (your idols) 
created on this earth, or do (your false 
gods) own a part of the heavens, instead? 

"Bring me some (kind of proof) from a 
book that came (to you) before this 
(Qur'an), or (show me) some scrap of 
(ancient) knowledge (to confirm your 
claims), if you're really so honest!" (4) 

Who can be more mistaken than the 
one who calls upon something other than 
Allah - something that won't even answer 
him on the Day of Assembly and that is 
oblivious to his cries? 01 
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On the contrary, when all people are 
gathered together, those (false gods) will 
be hostile to them, and they're going to 
reject all acts of worship (offered to 
them). [6i 

Answering those who Doubt 

en Our clearly evident verses 
are read out to them, the faithless say of 
this truth that has reached them, "It's 
obviously magic," m or they claim, "He 
made it all up!" 

Say to them, "If I had invented (this 
Qur'an on my own), then you wouldn't be 
able to get one good thing for me from 
Allah. He knows better what you're 
talking about, and He's quite enough of a 
witness between you and me. He’s the 
Forgiving and Merciful." m 



(Muhammad,) say to them, “I'm not 
(some peddler) of new doctrines that are 
out of sync with the rest of the messengers 
(of Allah), nor do I know what will happen 
to you or to me. I'm only following what's 
been revealed to me. I'm no less than a 
clear warner." pi 

Then ask them, "Look here. If (what 
I'm bringing to you) is, in fact, from Allah, 


and you reject it, even though a witness 
from the Children of Israel has confirmed 
that (this message) is similar (to what the 
prophets of old brought) and has believed 
in it, are you still too proud (to accept it)? 
Truly, Allah doesn't guide people who are 
corrupt." hoi 

Social Class is no Barrier to 
Equality before Allah 


Background Info... v. 11 

The majority of the Prophet’s 
converts were drawn from what were 
considered to be the middle and lower 
rungs of society, including freed slaves, 
women, poor people, foreigners and 
people with lesser social influence. 

It is thought that this verse 
references one female convert in 
particular, a slave girl named Zunayrah, 
who was owned by ‘Umaribn al-Khattab 
in the days while he was still a pagan. 
When he found out she had converted to 
Islam, ‘Umar used to beat her until his 
arm got tired. 

The pagans commented on her 
suffering, saying, “If accepting Islam 
were such a good thing, then this 
worthless woman Zunayrah would not 
have accepted it before us.” This verse 
was revealed to answer this charge. 
(Imagine the shock of the pagans later 
on when ‘Umar finally did convert - and 
repented of all the evil he had done 
before!) (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


The faithless have this to say about 
the believers: "If this (message) were a 
good thing, then (lower class people) 
would not have accepted it first before 
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us!" Since they won't let themselves be 
guided by it, they add, "These (teachings) 
are an old fraud!” im 

Long before this (Qur'an) came, the 
Book of Moses (was revealed) as a source 
of direction and mercy. 

This Book (that you have now) 
reaffirms its (truths), though in the Arabic 
language. I 

t's a warning to those who do wrong 
and good news for the good, m 

Those who say, "Our Lord is Allah," and 
then stand resolved (in their declaration) 
will have nothing to fear or regret. [«] 

They're the companions of the Garden, 
and there they shall remain as a reward 
for their (good) deeds. tui 

Respecting Our Parents 
for their Sacrifices 

We've made it an obligation upon 
every human being to show kindness to 
his parents. 

His mother carried him painfully and 
gave birth to him in pain. It took thirty 
months (for his mother) to carry him and 
finally wean him. 



Then, when he reaches the age of his 
full strength at forty years, he says, "O My 
Lord! Let me show my thanks to You for 
the favor You've given to me and to my 
parents, so that I can do the right thing as 
You would have me do. 

"Be good to me in (the raising of) my 
own children. I have indeed turned 
myself to You, and I am among those 
who submit (to You).'' nsi 

These are the ones from whom We will 
accept the best of their deeds and also 
overlook their faults. (They'll) be among 
the companions of the Garden - an 
honest promise that was made to them 
(while they were still in the world), nej 

(There is another type of person) who 
says to his parents, "To heck with you! 

Are you trying to convince me that I'll be 
resurrected, even though generations 
before me have passed away (and 
disappeared)?" 
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(His parents) will ask for Allah's relief 
(as they tell him,) “You're doomed! (For 
Allah's sake) believe! The promise of 
Allah is real." However, (their child grows 
up and) says," What is all of this but 
ancient tales?" uti 

It's these who've had the truth of the 
sentence proven against them. (It's a 
sentence) that was levied against the 
many previous generations of jinns and 
humans that have passed away - (the 
promise) that they'll all be utterly lost, usi 

Everyone is assigned a different rank 
based upon the deeds (they did in life), so 
that (Allah) can repay them for their 
deeds (fairly), and no injustice will be 
done to anyone, imj 

On the day when the faithless will be 
placed by the Fire, (they're going to be 
told)," You had your good things in the 
life of the world, and you had a good 
time with them, but today you're going 
to be paid back (for your failures) with a 
humiliating punishment, for you were 
arrogant in the world - for no good 
reason - and you behaved badly." poi 

The Story of Prophet Hud 

Remember (the story of the people 
of) 'Ad when a brother of theirs warned 
his people about their (dependence on 
the irrigation channels that snaked 
through) the winding tracts of sand. 


There were warners who came before 
him, and there would be some after him, 
(who said), "Don't serve anything other 
than Allah. I fear for you the penalty of a 
momentous day." 1211 

They said, “Didyou come here in order 
to make us turn away from our gods? 
Then bring down upon us this (disaster) 
with which you've been threatening us, 
that is if you're really so honest!" [221 

" The knowledge of (when it will come) 
is with Allah alone ,"he replied. “I'm only 
conveying to you what's been sent down 
to me, but now I finally see that you're an 
ignorant people." [23] 

Then when they saw the great cloud 
moving in the sky, coming nearer to their 
valleys, they said, "Oh, that's just an 
advancing rain cloud!" 

"Not so!" {then prophet cried). "It's the 
very thing that you dared to come sooner 
- a terrible, destructive sandstorm [ 24 ] 
that will destroy everything in its path by 
its Lord's command!" 
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In the morning, there was nothing left 
to see, save for (the wreckage) of their 
homes. That's how We repay wicked 
nations. 12s] 

And so it was that We had established 
(their powerful civilization) in a way that 
We haven't done for you (people of 
Mecca). 

We blessed them with (the same) 
ability to hear, see and understand (with 
which We've blessed you), but their 
hearing, seeing and understanding did 
them no good, for they kept on rejecting 
the signs of Allah. 

And so, they were completely 

swallowed by what they used to laugh at. 

| 26 ] 



And so it was that We destroyed 
(many) towns that existed in your very 
region. We've shown the signs in so many 
ways, so you might (be influenced) to 
return (to Us). 127] 

Why didn't the gods they worshipped 
in place of Allah help them or make an 
opening for them (to gain Allah's favor)? 


No way! They left them to languish, 
but that was their charade and that was 
their invention. [28] 

Some Jinns Accept the Message 


Background Info... v. 29-32 

The Prophet had traveled with some 
companions to attend a trade fair at a 
place named Ukaz. It was his intention 
to preach to the throngs who would 
gather there for business and diversion. 

While the Prophet was leading his 
men in prayer in their camp, a group of 
hidden ones (jinns) happened by and 
heard the recitation of the Qur’an. They 
converted to Islam and went to their 
own people to try and convert them. 

The Prophet was not immediately 
aware of this until chapter 72 was 
revealed. Then he understood that the 
hidden ones (jinns) could also hear him 
and convert. This passage was then 
revealed, informing the Prophet that this 
phenomenon happened once before, 
even before chapter 72 and its events 
were mentioned. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


It came to pass that We turned a 
company of hidden ones towards you, 
(Muhammad), and they listened to the 
recitation of this Qur'an as they stood by. 

(After hearing it), they exclaimed (to 
each other), "Listen quietly!" When the 
recitation was finished, they returned to 
their own kind to warn them. [291 

They said, "Our people! We've just 
heard a book, one revealed after Moses, 
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that confirms what came before it. It 
guides towards the truth and to a straight 
path. i 3 oi 

"Ourpeople! Respond to the one who 
invites you to Allah, and believe him. 
(Allah) will forgive you your faults and 
save you from a terrible punishment, pu 

"If any of you don't respond to the 
one who’s inviting (us) to Allah, (then he 
should know that) he can't frustrate 
(Allah's plan) on earth, nor will He find 
any protectors besides Allah. They're 
clearly mistaken (if they think they can 
thwart Him)." [321 

The Signs of Truth 

will make You Stronger in Faith 

Don't they see that Allah, the One 
Who created the heavens and the earth 
and Who never tired from doing that 
work, is able to give life to the dead? Yes, 
indeed! He has power over all things! [331 

On the day when the faithless will be 
placed near the Fire, (they'll be asked), 
"Isn't this all true?" 


"Absolutely," they'll cry," by our Lord it 
is true!" 



(Then they'll be told,) "So now suffer 
the punishment for all your (trying) to 
hide (the truth that you did)." p 4 i 

Persevere in patience, as did (all the) 
resolute messengers (of the past). Don't 
be impatient over them, (waiting for the 
faithless to be punished). 

When the day comes and they see 
what they were promised, it'll seem as if 
they stayed (in the world) no more than 
an hour on a single day. So convey (the 
message). Is anyone ever destroyed 
except for rebellious nations? psi 
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The Praised One 

47 Muhammad 
aka Al-Qital 
Early Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter is the first of three Medinan chapters that deal with issues the fledgling community 
had to face. This first one promotes the idea that self-defense is sometimes necessary in the face of 
a relentless oppressor. Indeed, even though previous verses of the Qur’an mentioned to the 
believers that they might have to fight back against their persecutors, by this time no such action 
had taken place. Even though the Muslims had left Mecca, the idol-worshippers were not in any 
mood to leave them alone. 

They began to start attacks on the outlying areas of Medina and also upon tribes that had allied 
with the Prophet. This was normal Arabian custom, to raid one’s enemies, but the Muslim 
community, which stood for civilization and order, could not tolerate such banditry and murder. 

This chapter, then, was meant to rally the believers, even though the number of their able-bodied 
fighting men was counted only in the hundreds, not in thousands like the pagans had. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Those who reject Allah and hinder 
(others) from (joining) the path of Allah 
will find that Allah will nullify the value of 
their deeds, m 


This is the manner in which Allah 
compares the different conditions among 
people. [3i 

Don't Hesitate against an Enemy 


Those who believe, who do what's 
morally right and who believe in what 
was sent down to Muhammad, for it's the 
truth from their Lord, will find that (Allah) 
will erase their faults and improve their 
overall condition. 121 

This (difference in treatment) is 
because the faithless follow foolishness, 
while the believers follow the truth from 
their Lord. 


enever you meet the faithless (in 
battle), aim for the lethal blow, (fighting 
aggressively and without hesitation). 

Then, after you've thoroughly subdued 
them, tie them up with firm restraints. 
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Lessons about True Success 



/All you who believe! If you help in 
(the cause of) Allah, then He'll help you 
and plant your feet firmly, m 

However, those who reject (Allah) will 
be destroyed, and the value of their 
deeds will be CANCGLLGD. m 

That's because they hate what Allah 
has revealed. Therefore, He's going to 
render their deeds worthless, pj 


Afterwards, (you can either) choose to 
be magnanimous (by freeing your 
prisoners outright), or (you can seek) 
release payments (by bargaining them 
back to their own side). 

(This is the proper procedure to follow 
in your campaigns) until hostilities are 
over, and thus (you've been 
commanded.) 

If Allah had wanted, He could've taken 
His retribution from them, (Himself), but 
(He lets you struggle in His cause) so that 
He can test some of you by way of 
others. Allah will never let those who are 
killed (struggling) in His way lose any 
value in their deeds, m 

Soon He'll guide them, enhance their 
status pi and then enter them into the 
Garden that He's already made known to 
them. (6i 


Don't they ever travel through the 
world and consider how (the wicked 
nations that came) before them were 
ended? 

Allah brought disaster down upon 
them, and a similar (fate awaits these 
Meccans who are trying to) cover over 
(the faith of Allah)! uoi 

That's because Allah is the Protector of 
those who believe, while those who cover 
over (their awareness of) Allah have no 
protector at all. mi 

Allah will admit those who believe and 
do what's morally right into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, while those 
who reject (Allah) will enjoy (this shallow 
life), grazing (on its bounty) like cattle, 

(until) the Fire becomes their final home. 

[ 12 ] 
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Standing for Truth 
involves Hardships 


Background Info... v. 13 

Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 687) said that this 
verse was revealed in Mecca just as the 
Prophet was leaving the city on his 
clandestine migration. The Prophet had 
paused under the cover of darkness, 
looked back upon Mecca as he was 
about to leave it for good, and then said, 
“You’re the most beloved to Allah 
among all of Allah's settlements, and 
you're the most beloved to me among all 
of Allah's settlements. If it wasn't for the 
idolaters driving me away from you, I 
would never have left you." This verse 
was revealed in response to give the 
Prophet hope. ( Ibn Kathir , Ma'anjul Qur'an) 


How many cities have We destroyed 
(for their sins) that had more power than 
your city (of Mecca), (whose people) 
drove you out? Those (previous 
civilizations) had no one to help them 
(against Us). t«i 



Is the one who (follows) clear evidence 
from his Lord no better than the one who 
thinks his bad conduct is fabulous? (Such 
people) only follow their own whims, [mj 


Here is the example of the Garden 
that's been promised to those who were 
mindful (of Allah). Within it are sparkling 
rivers that never get stale, rivers of milk 
that never lose their flavor, rivers of wine 
that are pure bliss to drinkers, and rivers 
of sweet golden honey. 

They'll also have every kind of fruit, as 
well as forgiveness from their Lord. (How 
can this be compared to the condition of) 
the one who must live in the Fire forever, 
and who'll be given a drink so scalding 
hot that it will tear his organs to shreds? 

[15] 

The Doubters and the Faithful 


Background Info... v. 16 

Some low class people would listen 
to the Prophet’s teachings, then go to 
more experienced men who had already 
heard some of the stories of the Jews 
and Christians, and try to curry favor with 
them by mocking what they heard. This 
verse was revealed in response, (ibn Kathir) 


A.mong (the faithless) are some who 
listen to you, but then leave your 
presence to ask those who received 
(religious) knowledge (from Allah) before, 
"What did he just say?" 

This is how those who've had their 
hearts sealed up by Allah behave, for they 
only follow their own whims, uei 

In contrast, those who (open their 
hearts) to guidance have their 
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understanding (of the truth) heightened 
by Him, and He gives them a sense of 
mindfulness (about their duty to Him), uti 

Are they holding out for the Hour (of 
Judgment) to just spring upon them? 
They've already been given some 
portents of its coming, so when it's 
actually upon them, what use will all their 
reminders be? tm 

Know then, (O Prophet), that there is 
no other god than Allah. Ask forgiveness 
for your faults and for the men and 
women who believe. Allah knows how 
you move around (in daily life) and how 
you dwell (in your homes), uoi 

The Condition of Hypocrisy 
Described 

(Some of) the believers say, "If only a 
chapter (of the Qur'an) were sent down (to 
give us permission to fight back against 
our enemies)!" 

Yet, when a key chapter is revealed, 
one that talks about fighting, suddenly 
you'll see the faint of heart looking at you 
like they were on the verge of death! 

It would've been more proper for 
them to obey and say the right thing, and 
when an issue has been decided upon, it 
would've been best for them if they 
would've been sincere to Allah. [20-211 

Then what would happen if you 
(hypocrites) were put in charge? Would 


you cause disorder in the land and betray 
your family ties? [221 

These are (the kinds of people) whom 
Allah has cursed. He's deafened them 
and blinded them (from ever 
understanding anything). 1231 

Are they even making an effort to 
understand the Qur'an, or are there 
padlocks on their hearts? ; 24 j 

Those who turn their backs and 
renounce their faith, even after guidance 
was made self-evident to them, have 
been stirred up by Shaytan, who's filled 
them with false hopes, psi 

This is (their situation) because they 
told those who hate what Allah has 
revealed, "We'll obey you sometimes, too." 
Allah knows their deepest secrets. [26] 

Then how will it be when the angels 
take (their souls at death) and hit their 
faces and their backs? (271 

This (fate awaits them) because they 
went along with what makes Allah angry. 
They hated to please Allah, so that's why 
He's going to render their deeds 
worthless. 12s] 

Do the sick at heart think that Allah 
will never expose their bitterness? (29] If 
We had wanted, We could've pointed all 
of them out to you, and you would've 
known them by their traits. 
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Oh, but you will know them by their 
tone of voice at least! Allah knows 
whatever you're doing, poi 

Expect to be Tested 


Background Info... v. 31-32 

This passage, according to Ibn ‘Abbas 
(d. 687), refers to the hypocrites of 
Medina and some men of the two Jewish 
tribes of Banu Nadir and Banu Qurayzah 
who secretly sent food deliveries to the 
evil Meccans before the Battle of Badr. 
(Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


We're going to test you until We 
distinguish who strives the most and 
who's the most persevering. We're going 
to test your reputations, as well. ph 

Those who reject (Allah), who obstruct 
others from adopting the path of Allah 
and who resist His Messenger, even after 
guidance has clearly been shown to them 
- well, they do no harm to Allah, but He 
(can do harm to them) by rendering all 
their deeds worthless. [321 


Background Info... v. 33 

Some of the Prophet’s companions 
used to think that no sins would be 
recorded for someone who becomes a 
Muslim. This verse was revealed to tell 
them that even a Muslim can have bad 
deeds added to his record. After this, 
the people who had thought this way 
became much more careful in their 
deeds. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


All you who believe! Obey Allah and 
obey the Messenger, and don't let your 
deeds be made worthless. [33] 

Those who reject (Allah), who obstruct 
others from adopting the path of Allah 
and who die while still rejecting (faith) 
won't be forgiven by Allah. [34] 

Don't lose heart and cry out for peace 
when you're the ones who should be on 
top. Allah is with you, and He'll never let 
you be cheated out of your deeds, psi 



The life of this world is no more than 
having a good time and being 
entertained. 

If you believe and are mindful (of your 
duty to Allah), then He'll grant you your 
due reward, and He won't ask you to give 
up (all) your (worldly) wealth, either, pq 

If He were to ask you for all of it and 
insisted upon it, then, oh, how you would 
greedily cling to it! That's how He could 
expose all of your lowly tendencies, (if He 
ever wanted to do that). p7] 
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You're the ones who are being invited 
to spend in the cause of Allah. Yet, there 
are some very stingy (people) among 
you. Whoever is stingy does so to the 
loss of his own soul. 


Allah (is the One Who) Needs Nothing; 
rather, you are the ones who are in need. 
If you turn back (from faith), then He'll 
just replace you with another group of 
people who won't be (as unreliable) as 
you! [ 38 ] 
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Victory 

48 AlFet-h 
Middle Medinan Period 


Introduction 

The Muslims who had fled from Meccan oppression in the year 622 and found refuge in Medina 
suffered three major assaults by the Meccan pagans: the Battle of Badr [624]; the debacle at Uhud 
[625]; and an attack and siege on Medina, itself [627]. In the year 628, in response to a prophetic 
dream he had, the Prophet announced that he would be leading a sacred pilgrimage to visit the 
Ka'bah in Mecca. Some thought that this bold course of action, walking into the stronghold of the 
enemy virtually unarmed, would be suicide, but, nevertheless, over 1,400 followers, both male and 
female, accompanied the Prophet on his journey towards Mecca. 

Arab custom had always held that certain months were to be sacred truce months when all 
fighting and wars among the tribes had to be suspended. The Meccans were thus alarmed when 
they heard that the Muslims were using this custom as cover for such a bold visit. They sent their 
cavalry out to turn the Muslims back, but the Prophet led his followers, with the help of a scout, 
through trackless valleys and confounded the Meccan force sent to seek them out. 

When the Prophet and his followers arrived at a field above the hills of Mecca named 
Hudaybiyyah, the Prophet's camel suddenly stopped. Everyone thought the animal was being 
stubborn or at least tired, but Muhammad ( P ) said, “No, the camel isn't tired. It has stopped by the 
order of Allah. By the One Who created me, I will accept any offers the Meccans make for peace." 
When the Meccan cavalry finally realized they had lost their prey, they returned home and stood 
down. When the location of the Muslims was finally found out, a message was sent to them, 
ordering them not to enter the city. 

One of Muhammad's trusted companions, Uthman ibn Affan (d. 656), entered the city to talk to 
some of the Meccans about letting his people in for a pilgrimage, but then he was delayed for some 
time. Many Muslims thought he had been killed, and they were angry and wanted to fight. The 
Prophet swore that if they killed Uthman, he would invade the city. He moved under a tall acacia 
tree and took a pledge from all the Muslims there that they would fight to the last man if the 
Meccans had killed Uthman and violated the holy months of pilgrimage. This is called the Pledge of 
Ridwan. 

A short time later, Uthman returned from his discussions, and a Meccan representative named 
Sahal soon arrived to begin the negotiations. After heated discussions, the two sides hammered 
out a ten-year truce. When the Prophet's secretary drew up the treaty, Sahal objected to 
Muhammad being referred to as a “Messenger of Allah" in the treaty, and he refused to sign it. (He 
also disliked the name of Allah being used in the preamble.) 

The Prophet said, “By Allah, I am His Messenger, even if your people don't believe it." Then he 
asked his secretary, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, to blot out the words “Messenger of Allah" on the document, 
but when he hesitated, the Prophet took the quill in his own hand and asked where the words were 
located. When it was pointed out to him, he crossed them out with his own hand, all in the 
interests of getting some peace dividends for his beleaguered community. 
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Afterwards, many Muslims thought the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, as it was called, was too 
favorable to the Meccans. What was worse, it stipulated that the Muslim pilgrims would not even 
be allowed to enter Mecca until the following year. In addition, a troubling clause made it 
incumbent upon the Muslims to return to Mecca any Meccan man who thereafter converted to 
Islam and fled to Medina. (They would most likely face torture and even death.) The prominent 
companions were quite alarmed by this and other provisions that seemed like a capitulation, but a 
Qur'anic revelation announced that the treaty was a great victory. 

'Umar ibn al-Khattab is reported to have said incredulously, “This is a victory?" Yet it was, as 
later events would bear out. For his part, Muhammad ( P ) ordered the pilgrims to sacrifice their 
animals and complete their pilgrimage rites there at Hudaybiyyah, but the people hesitated. 
Muhammad went into his tent despondently, and his wife, Umm Salamah, comforted him and told 
him to set the example for the others by completing the pilgrimage rites himself. He went out and 
did so, and the rest followed suit. 

'Umar ibn al-Khattab and a number of other companions were still upset, and 'Umar went to ask 
the Prophet about the treaty while the pilgrims were completing their long journey back to Medina. 
He didn't get any reply from the Prophet, so he thought he might have been too forward and 
impolite. He quickly rode ahead of the column, fearing that a Qur'anic revelation might be sent 
down scolding him. The next day a rider rushed to him as they neared their city and called him to 
return to the Prophet. 'Umar rode back to the Prophet apprehensively, but the Prophet said, "Last 
night a chapter was revealed to me that's dearer to me than this life and all it contains." Then the 
Prophet began reciting this chapter to him. (Bukhari, Nisa'i, Tirmidhi ) 

The next year [629], as promised, the Meccans allowed the Prophet to lead a pilgrimage to the 
Ka'bah. The Meccan leadership departed from the city because they didn't want to see the Muslims 
involved in their devotions, but the commoners of the city remained and watched the Muslims 
perform their rites from their rooftops. One man from the Helpers led the Prophet's camel by the 
bridle and recited a poem loudly that included the line, "In the Name of the One for Whom 
Muhammad is His Messenger..." 

One year later [630], when the Prophet led a column of ten thousand followers to force the 
peaceful surrender of Mecca (after the Meccans had broken the truce), he recited this very same 
chapter of Victory once again as he rode into the city triumphantly. One pagan witness said that 
the Prophet recited this chapter so beautifully and so loudly to the gathered throngs that day that 
people were thronging around him mesmerized. (Bukhari, Muslim) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




(1 Vluhammad,) We've truly granted 
you a clear victory (through the signing 
of a truce with the Meccans)! m 

Allah will forgive you your past 
shortcomings and any that may follow. 


He'll also fulfill His favor towards you and 
guide you on a straight path. [2] Even 
more, Allah will help you with powerful 
aid. pi 

He's the One Who sent down 
tranquility into the hearts of the believers, 


646 




so they could add even more faith to 
their faith. The forces of the heavens and 
the earth belong to Allah, and Allah is full 
of knowledge and wisdom, w 

Believers will be Rewarded 
for their Efforts 


Background Info... v. 5 

Despite the symbolic and practical 
value of winning a truce with the 
powerful Meccans, many of the 
companions were quite upset that they 
wouldn’t be allowed to enter Mecca that 
year. They pointed out that the opening 
verses were good news for the Prophet. 
When they asked what good news was 
for them, the Prophet recited this new 
verse. (IbnKathir) 


He's going to admit the believers, 
both male and female, into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, and there they 
get to stay 1 . (He'll) also erase from them 
their shortcomings, and that's the 
ultimate success in Allah's sight! csj 

He's also going to punish the 
hypocrites, both male and female, and 
the idol-worshippers, both male and 
female, who have a twisted 
understanding of Allah. 

Evil surrounds them - even the very 
wrath of Allah, Himself, is upon them\ 
He's cursed them and prepared 

Hellfibe for them, and it's the 

worst place to go\ w>] 


To Allah belongs the forces of the 
heavens and the earth, and Allah is 
powerful and wise, m 

We sent you, (Muhammad,) to be a 
witness, a bringer of good news and also 
a warner, so that (all of) 
you can believe in Allah 
and His Messenger, 
and so you can revere 
and honor Him and 
glorify Him morning 
and night. [8-9] 

Indeed, those who 
pledge their allegiance 
to you, (Muhammad,) 
do no less than pledge their allegiance to 
Allah. The hand of Allah is over their 
hands! 

After that, the one who breaks his 
promise does so to the harm of his own 
soul, while the one who fulfills what he's 
promised to Allah, then Allah will soon 
give him a valuable reward, noi 

Excuses for Weakness 


Background Info... v. 11-12 

The Prophet had asked that all of his 
able-bodied followers should accompany 
him on an unprecedented pilgrimage to 
hostile Mecca. 

However, because Mecca was still 
under enemy control, many of the weak 
in faith, especially from the bedouins, 
avoided taking part in the journey for 
fear of getting hurt. 
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After the Prophet and the men and 
women who followed him returned 
unscathed to Medina, along with a new 
truce deal in hand, the bedouins began 
offering their excuses for not joining 
before. 

Among these were that they were 
too busy to participate. This passage 
was revealed in response. (Ibn Hisham ) 


The (bedouin) Arabs who lagged 
behind, (avoiding the dangerous journey 
towards Mecca,) will tell you, “We were 
busy with our property and our families - 
so just ask for our forgiveness." They're 
saying with their tongues what's not in 
their hearts. 

So tell them, “Who has any power (to 
come to) your side against Allah if He 
wanted to give you some loss or give you 
some gain? No way! Allah is well- 
informed of everything you do. mi 

“No way! You thought that the 
Messenger and the faithful would never 
(survive the trip) and that they would 
never come back to their families. Your 
hearts were delighted with that prospect, 
and you harbored such ill-thoughts 
because you're a worthless group of 
people." mi 

Whoever has no faith in Allah and His 
Messenger (should know that) We've 
prepared a raging blaze for all those who 
reject (Allah)! [13] 


The control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Allah. He forgives 
whomever He wants, and He punishes 
whomever He wants, though Allah is 
forgiving and merciful. ti4] 

No Reward for those who are 
Slow to do Their Duty 


Background Info... v. 15 

Prior to the Battle of Badr, some 
hypocrites and shifty bedouins used to 
pretend they were part of the Muslim 
effort. However, when any fighting 
would actually occur, such as during 
small patrols to intercept Meccan 
raiders, these people would melt away, 
offering excuses. 

Then when it would be time to 
distribute captured goods, they would 
come forward for their ‘share/ Later on, 
when the Prophet subdued Khaybar, a 
den of intrigue from which the Siege of 
Medina was hatched, he forbade such 
bedouins from accompanying him or 
sharing in the spoils, based on this verse. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


, but when it's time for you to 
march out and collect some gains, those 
who lagged behind will say, “Let us go 
along with you, too." They want to 
change the very decree of Allah! 

Tell them, "You can’t follow us just like 
that. Allah has already imposed (this 
prohibition) before." 
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Then they'll say, "Oh! Well, you're just 
jealous of us." Noway! They just don't 
understand very much, tisi 

Tell the (bedouin) Arabs who lagged 
behind, "You're (soon) going to be called 
(to fight) against a people who are fierce 
in warfare. Then you'll (really have) a fight 
(on your hands, unless they happen to) 
surrender first. 

"If you're obedient (at that time), then 
Allah will give you an excellent reward. 
However, if you turn back like you did 
before, then He'll punish you with a 
painful punishment." tie] 

There's no blame, however, on the 
blind, the handicapped or on a sick 
person (if he doesn't serve in the militia). 

Whoever obeys Allah and His 
Messenger will be admitted into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, while whoever 
turns back will be punished with a painful 
punishment. [i7] 

The Pledge of Ridwan 


Background Info... v. 19 

Uthman ibn Affan had entered the 
city of Mecca to deliver the Prophet’s 
message that he just wanted to lead his 
followers in pilgrimage rites and meant 
no harm. The pagan chiefs, who all 
respected Uthman, offered to let him 
perform the pilgrimage rite of walking 
around the Ka’bah right there. 


But Uthman insisted he would never 
engage in any pilgrimage rite before the 
ProDhet could do so. 

The Meccans then delayed him with 
their words, so he didn’t return to the 
Muslim camp when he was supposed to. 

When the Muslims thought that 
Uthman might have been murdered by 
the Meccans, the Prophet stood under a 
tree as the throngs lined up and came to 
him, one at a time, and pledged to fight 
to the death if the treachery were true. 
The Prophet said, “No one who gave his 
pledge under the tree will enter Hellfire.” 
(Ahmad) He also called those 1400 
followers of his that day, “The best 
people on the face of the earth.” 

(Ma’ariful Qur’an ) 


Allah's good pleasure was upon the 
believers when they pledged their 
allegiance to you under the tree (at 
Hudaybiyyah, while the fate of your 
emissary was still in question). 



He knew what was in their hearts, and 
He sent tranquility down upon them and 
rewarded them with a quick victory 
(through the signing of the truce deal), nsi 
There will be many more benefits they 
will take from it, (as well,) and Allah is 
powerful and wise. [191 
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Allah promises you that you will take 
many benefits from (this treaty), and He's 
already given you some of them with 
regards to how He's restrained the hands 
(of the Meccans) from (attacking) you 
(while you were virtually defenseless), so 
that it could be a sign for the faithful, and 
also so He could guide you to a straight 
path. [2oi 

There are other benefits (from this 
treaty) that are not within your power to 
achieve. Yet, Allah has accomplished 

them, and Allah has power over all things. 

[211 

If the faithless should fight you now, 
they would certainly turn their backs (and 
run away), and then they would surely 
have no best friends or helpers (to 
protect them from Allah). [221 

(This is) the method that was 
(approved) by Allah in the past, and you 
won't find any change in the 
methodology of Allah. [231 

Allah Protected the Believers 


He's the One Who restrained their 
hands from you and your hands from 
them - right in the midst (of their own 
territory) of Mecca. Then, afterwards, He 
gave you victory over them (through the 
truce), and Allah is watching whatever 
you do. [24] 



The (Meccan idol-worshippers) are the 
ones who've rejected (Allah), held you 
back from the Sacred Masjid, and kept 
the sacrificial animals delayed from 
reaching their place of sacrifice. 

If it wasn't for the fact that there were 
believing men and believing women 
(living secretly among the Meccans), 
about whom you knew nothing, and 
whom you might have rampaged 
through unknowingly and had 
embarrassing blunders recorded against 
you, (then Allah would have allowed you 
to force your way into Mecca, but He 
restrained you) so He could admit into 
His mercy whomever He willed. 

If the (secret believers in Mecca) were 
separated (and in safety), then We 
would've certainly penalized the faithless 


Background Info... v. 24 

While they were making camp on the 
plain of Hudaybiyyah, the Muslims 
captured a raiding party of some eighty 
Meccans who were aiming to ambush 
the Prophet in his camp. The Prophet 
forgave them and let them go without 
ransom so as not to provoke further 
needless hostility from the Meccans. 
That is what this next verse is 
referencing. (Muslim, T/rmidhi, Ahmad) 


650 






among (the Meccans) with a painful proclaim it over all other ways of life, and 

punishment! psi Allah is enough as a witness, p«) 


While the faithless had hearts filled 
with rage - the rage of ignorance - Allah 
was sending His tranquility down upon 
His Messenger and also upon the 
believers, helping them to obey the order 
to restrain themselves. 

They were true to it and were more 
entitled to it, and Allah has knowledge of 
all things. p«i 

Good Strategy Sometimes Requires 
Compromise 

And so Allah fulfilled the vision of 
His Messenger (when he had seen 
himself in a dream leading the believers 
on a pilgrimage to hostile Mecca). 

Now you can enter the Sacred Masjid, 
(next year) as Allah wills, with peace of 
mind, with your heads shaved or hair cut 
short and without fear, (on account of the 
truce deal). 

He knew what you didn't know, and 
He granted you an early victory besides 
this, as well. p?i 

He's the One Who sent His Messenger 
with guidance and the true way of life, to 


Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 
Those who are with him are hard on the 
faithless but compassionate among each 
other. You'll see them bowing and 
prostrating themselves (in prayer), 
seeking the grace of Allah and (His) 
pleasure. 



On their faces are the marks of their 
prostrations, and this is their example in 
the Torah. 


Their example in the Gospel is like a 
seed that sends out its blade and then 
makes itself strong. It then thickens and 
stands on its own stem, filling the farmers 
with satisfaction. 

However, (such firm belief) fills the 
faithless with rage against (the believers). 
Allah has promised those among them 
who believe and do what's morally right 
forgiveness and a great reward, pgi 
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The Inner Rooms 

49 Al Hujurat 
Late Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter takes its name from the apartments of the Prophet's wives. These apartments 
were attached to the masjid in Medina. The main incident in question concerns a group of visitors 
from the tribe of Banu Tameem, who arrived in Medina and were shouting for the Prophet to come 
out of one of the apartments to meet them. And so this series of verses lays out basic rules of 
conduct in both official and personal areas of life. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-3 

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
got into a big argument over a small 
thing and started to shout at each other. 
The Prophet tried to calm them down, 
but they both kept yelling. After they 
finally cooled down, this passage was 
revealed. Abu Bakr, ever afterwards, 
only spoke softly when he was talking 
with the Prophet, and Umar promised 
himself that he would never speak to the 
Prophet unless he was spoken to first. 

( Bukhari, Bayhaqi, Ma’ariful Qur'an) 


An you who believe! Don't put 
yourselves ahead of Allah and His 
Messenger. Rather, be mindful of Allah, 
for Allah hears and knows (all things), m 

All you who believe! Don't raise your 
voices above the voice of the Prophet, or 
speak loudly to him in the same way that 
you would speak loudly to each other. 


Otherwise, your (good) deeds might 
become worthless without your even 
realizing it. pj 



Those who lower their voices in the 
presence of Allah's Messenger have had 
their hearts examined by Allah, and (He 
affirms that) they're aware (of their duty 
to Him). They're going to receive 
forgiveness and a great reward, pi 
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There is no Need to be Rude 


Background Info... v. 4-5 

An important man named AI-'Aqra Al- 
Tameemi arrived in Medina, along with 
his many sons. After they had all entered 
the masjid, AI-'Aqra began calling for 
Muhammad ( P ) to come out of his inner 
chambers to meet him and hear about 
his reputation. (Muhammad's ( P ) home 
was attached to the masjid.) 

He came out rather annoyed, and the 
men of the Tameemi family convinced 
him to listen to one of their poets who 
praised them and their noble qualities, 
victories and abundant resources. 

The Prophet then called for one of his 
own more eloquent companions, Hassan 
ibn Thabit, and he asked him to compose 
poetry in answer. (Ibn Kathir ) 

Ibn Thabit spoke of Allah's favor and 
the renown of the Muslims, and he did so 
well that AI-‘Aqra and his sons accepted 
Islam. 


JVlost of those who shout out to you 
from outside (your) inner rooms have no 
sense, m 



If only they would be patient until you 
could come out (to see) them, it would be 
so much better for them, though Allah is 
forgiving and merciful, ts] 

Don’t Rush to Judgment 


Background Info... v. 6 

The Prophet sent a man named Walid 
ibn ‘Uqbah to the tribe of Banu Mustaliq 
to collect donations. (Some reports say 
he was sent to teach them more about 
Islam.) Walid had been an enemy to that 
tribe before the days of Islam. And so he 
let suspicion get the better of him, and 
he imagined that the tribe was planning 
to kill him. 

So he cut short his visit and quickly 
returned to Medina. He then told the 
Prophet that he feared for his life from 
the Banu Mustaliq. The Prophet sent 
Khalid ibn Walid and a few men to 
investigate this claim. Khalid's men 
observed the tribe from hidden places 
and returned to Medina to report that 
they saw the tribe behaving as faithful 
Muslims and observing their regular 
prayers. 

A few days later, leaders of the tribe 
came to Medina and explained that 
Walid had left them so fast that they felt 
that the Prophet must have been angry 
at them. They knew nothing of a plot to 
kill Walid. Thus, it was only Walid's fears 
that led him to make a false charge. This 
verse was revealed in response. ( Asbab ul- 

Nuzul, Ma'ariful Qur’an) 


An you who believe! If a dishonest 
person comes to you with some news, 
verify the truth of it (before you act upon 
it), so that you don't hurt people 


653 


















unknowingly and become remorseful the 
next morning for what you've done, m 



Know that Allah's Messenger is in your 
midst. If he followed (your opinions) in 
most situations, you would certainly fall 
into dissension. Even still, Allah has 
endeared the faith to you and has made 
it attractive in your hearts. 

He's made disbelief, disobedience and 
rebellion something that you hate, and 
these are the kinds (of people) who are 
rightly guided, m (This is) a grace and a 
favor from Allah, and Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, w 

Learn to Respect Each Other 

two factions among the faithful get 
into a disagreement, then you must make 
peace between them. If one of them 
goes beyond (what's fair) against the 
other (group), then you must fight 
against the one that's going out of 


bounds until they comply with the 
command of Allah. 

If they do comply, then make peace 
between them with justice, and be sure to 
be evenhanded, for Allah loves those who 
are evenhanded, pi 

Make Peace Among the 
Community 


Background Info... v. to 

Anas asked the Prophet to pay a visit 
to ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy, who had sore 
feelings at the Prophet’s arrival, for it 
stopped his own plans to be crowned 
king of the city. 

Muhammad ( P ) mounted a donkey 
and set out with a number of followers 
until he approached Ibn Ubayy’s home. 
When Ibn Ubayy saw him, he said, “Get 
away from me, for your stinky donkey is 
hurting (my nose).” 

One of the Helpers, as Muhammad’s 
( P ) Medinan followers were known, 
shouted at Ibn Ubayy that the Prophet’s 
donkey smelled better than Ibn Ubayy 
did. One of Ibn Ubayy’s men became 
angry, and then men from both sides 
charged at each other and began hitting 
each other with palm branches and 
shoes. Muhammad ( P ) calmed them 
down, and this verse was revealed. 

(Bukhari, Muslim) 


, all believers are a single 
brotherhood, so patch things up between 
your brothers, and be mindful of Allah so 
you can receive mercy, uoi 
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Men Should not 
make Fun of each Other 


Women Should not 
make Fun of each Other 


Background Info... first part v. 11 

A partially deaf man named Thabit ibn 
Kais made it his habit to sit near the 
Prophet when he spoke, so Thabit could 
hear him better. 

One day he walked into a gathering in 
which the Prophet was lecturing, and he 
asked people to move out of his way so 
he could sit close to the Prophet. One 
man said, “Just sit where you are.” 

Thabit got angry, and while winking 
at someone else, he asked the man who 
told him to sit down in the back what his 
name was. 

The man said his name, and then 
Thabit said, “You're the son of so-and-so, 
who is the son of so-and-so.” (The 
names were insults against men from 
pre-lslamic times, so Thabit was insulting 
him.) 

The man lowered his head in 
embarrassment, and the first part of this 
verse was revealed, telling the believers 
not to make fun of each other. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


you who believe! Don't let some 
men among you make fun of other men, 
for it may be that the (ones who are 
being made fun of) are better than the 
(ones making fun of them). 


Background Info... middle part v. 11 

A part asking women not to make fun 
of each other was later added to this 
verse after it became known that some 
of the Prophet's wives were teasing 
others among them. 

A'ishah and Hafsah had teased Umm 
Salamah about her drab choice of 
clothes, and A'ishah, in particular, had 
taken to insulting Muhammad's Jewish 
wife Safiyah, making fun of her short size 
and racial background. 

Hafsah also once angrily called 
Safiyah a ‘Jew's daughter,' and this made 
Safiyah cry. This news upset the Prophet 
greatly, and he comforted Safiyah, 
saying, “You're the daughter of a 
prophet, your paternal uncle was a 
prophet, and you're married to a 
prophet, so what has she got to brag 
about over you?” (The Prophet was 
referencing Safiyah's ancestors Moses 
and Aaron in the first part of his saying.) 

The Prophet then told Hafsah, in 
particular, “Be mindful of Allah, O 
Hafsah.” (Tirmidhi, Nisa'i) 


And don't let some women (make 
fun of) other women, either, for it may be 
that the (ones being made fun of) are 
better than the (ones who are making fun 
of them). 
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Don't Use Nicknames that Insult 


Background Info... last part v. 11 

After the Prophet and his Meccan 
followers had migrated to Medina, they 
found that many people in the city had 
two or even three nicknames or kunyahs. 
(Some were friendly in nature, and 
others were public names meant to 
tease the person in question.) 

The Prophet innocently would 
sometimes call people by these 
nicknames, not knowing that some of 
the names were hurtful to the people 
who were being called upon. 

Someone told the Prophet that the 
nicknames among the people of Medina 
were not all good. Some time later, this 
verse was revealed banning all hurtful 
nicknames. The Prophet thereafter only 
used nicknames for people of which they 
expressly approved. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Don't damage each other's 
reputations nor be sarcastic with each 
other, and don't call each other by (cruel) 
nicknames. It's terrible to use an insulting 
nickname for someone after he's become 
a believer. Whoever doesn't stop this 
practice is doing wrong, [in 



All you who believe! Avoid being 
overly suspicious (of your fellow 
believers), for suspicion in some cases is a 
sin. Don't spy on each other nor speak 
badly about each other behind their 
backs. 

Would any of you like to eat the flesh 
of his dead brother? In fact, you would 
loath it! Be mindful of Allah, for Allah 
accepts repentance and is merciful, au 

There is no Preference 
by Race or Ethnic Croup 


Background Info... v. 13 

On the day when the Muslims 
marched victoriously into Mecca, (after 
the Meccans had agreed to surrender 
control of their city peacefully,) 
Muhammad ( P ) sent Bilal, one of his 
African companions, to the roof of the 
Ka'bah to announce the call to prayer. 

Three of the Meccans, including 
Harith ibn Hisham and Abu Sufyan, 
commented on this out of their disgust 
that a black man (and a former slave) 
should be given the honor to climb atop 
the Ka'bah. 

The Prophet heard about their 
remarks and called the men to a meeting 
to explain to him why they made their 
racist comments. They admitted to 
making insulting remarks, and then this 
verse was revealed, abolishing judging 
people by race, class or any other 
standard besides personal piety ( taqwa) 
and righteousness. ( ibnKathir ) 


656 







you people! We created you 
from a single (pair of) a male and a 
female and made you into different races 
and tribes so you can come to know one 
another. 

The best among you in the sight of 
Allah is the one who is the most mindful 
(of his duty to Him). Truly, Allah knows 
and is aware, ubi 

Joining Islam 

is not doing Allah a Favor 


Background Info... v. 14-18 

During a year of famine, members of 
the bedouin tribe of Banu Asad arrived in 
Medina and professed to be Muslims in 
order to receive donations to help their 
tribe. 

They said they had never fought the 
Muslims and that they had always 
donated to the Muslims and helped them 
in the past, which was only partially true. 
Their behavior in the city was culturally 
reprehensible, and they also conducted 
themselves in obvious ignorance of 
Islamic manners and values. 

Finally, they made it seem as if they 
were doing the Muslims a favor by 
joining them. While their profession of 
faith may or may not have been real, 
they had not let the full effect of faith 
seep into their hearts in a genuine 
fashion. This passage was revealed in 
response. (As bab ul-Nuzul) 


(bedouin) Arabs (are quick) to 
say," We believe!" 

Yet, say to them," You have no faith, 
for you're only saying, 'We're surrendered 
to Allah,' but (sincere) faith hasn't yet 
entered your hearts. If you obey Allah 
and His Messenger, He won't decrease 
(the value) of any of your (good) deeds, 
for Allah is forgiving and merciful." imi 

The only people who are (true) 
believers are those who've placed their 
full faith in Allah and His Messenger, and 
who have since never doubted. 



They've struggled with their wealth 
and their own selves in the cause of Allah, 
and that makes them the trustworthy 
ones, ns] 

Ask them, "Are you really going to 
lecture Allah about (the sincerity of) your 
religion?" 
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Allah already knows about all things 
within the heavens and on the earth, for 
Allah knows all about everything. U6i 

They make it seem as if they're doing 
you a favor by accepting Islam. 

Tell them, "Don't think that your 
(joining) Islam is a favor to me. No way! 


It's Allah Who has done a favor to you by 
guiding you to the faith - that is, if you're 
really honest." H7i 

For sure, Allah knows what's beyond 
perception within the heavens and the 
earth, and Allah is watching everything 
you do. us] 
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Qaf 

50 Qa/ 

Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter, which was revealed in approximately 615, covers a wide variety of themes related 
to the theology of Islam. In later years, the Prophet often read this chapter (along with chapter 54) 
in the ‘Eid holiday prayers. In fact, he so often recited this chapter in prayers, especially the pre¬ 
dawn one, that one woman named Umm Hisham bint al-Harith reported that this was the reason 
why she memorized it so easily. As it talks about so many important ideas, it is easy to see why the 
Prophet favored it so much. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



By the glorious Qur'an m - but no! 
they're still amazed that a warner has 
come to them from their own people. 

The faithless cry out," This is really 
something astounding! pj What? After 
we're dead and crumbled to dust, (are we 
really to be raised to life again?) That's a 
distant return." pi 

We already know how much of their 
(bodies) the earth will consume, for We've 
recorded it all in a secure record, w 

But no! They deny the truth when it 
comes to them, and thus they remain 
confused, csj 


Don't they wonder about the sky 
above them and how We built it and 
decorated it? There are no flaws in it at 
all! (6) 



(Don't they see) the earth and how We 
spread it out wide and set firm mountains 
within it, or how We produced in (the 
land) all kinds of pleasing pairs (of 
plants)? (7] 

For every seeking servant, (these signs) 
are noticed and remembered! m 
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We send blessed water down from the 
sky and use it to produce gardens and 
grains for harvest pi and tall palm trees 
with shoots of stalks, piled high on top of 
each other, uoi all as resources for (Our) 
servants. 


We created (every) human being, and 
We know what (kind of lowly) 
suggestions his soul makes to him, for 
We're closer to him than his own jugular 
vein. [i6] 


(That's how) We give life to the earth 
that was once dead, and that's how the 
emergence (from the grave) will be! rm 


There are two (angels) assigned to 
learn (and record his actions) - one 
perched on his right (side) and one on his 
left. ti7] He doesn't say a word without a 
watcher being there, ready to jot it down. 


Many were those Who 
were brought Down 


Before (these unbelieving 
Meccans), there were others who 
denied (faith in the One God) like 
the people of Noah, the Companions 
of the Shallow Pool and (the 
peoples) of Thamud 1121 and 'Ad and 
of Pharaoh, along with the brothers 
of Lot, [i3i the Companions of the 
Thicket and the People of Tuba. 


[18] 



Each one of them denied their 
messengers, so My promise (of 
destruction) was carried out against 
(them). [i4] 

How Close is Allah? 

Were We so tired from the first 
creation (of the universe that We could 
never do it again)? No way! They're 
baffled by (the thought of) a new 
creation! usi 


The haze of death will bring the reality 
(to his eyes): "This is what you were trying 
to avoid."m Then the trumpet will be 
blown - that will be a day whose arrival 
has long been foretold. 1201 

Every soul will then (be made to) come 
forward (on the Day of Judgment), 
accompanied (by an angel) to drive (him) 
ahead and (an angel) to testify. [211 

(They will be told,) “(O human!) You 
didn't think about this at all. Now We've 


660 




















removed your blinders, and your sight is 
crystal-clear today!" pq 

(Then the angel holding his record) 
will say, "This (person's record) needs to 
be examined!" p 3 ] 

(Then the command will come), 

" Throw every arrogant one who covered 
over (their faith in Allah) into Hellfire, all 
those who prevented good and acted 
aggressively, who instilled doubt and 
made others equal with Allah. Throw him 
into the most severe punishment 
(imaginable)!" p 4 - 26 i 

Then his (jinn) companion will cry out, 
“Our Lord! / didn't make him rebel 
(against you)! He was already clearly in 
the wrong (well enough by himself)!" p7j 

(Allah) will reply, “Don't argue with 
each other in My presence. / already sent 
you (both) enough warning in advance. 
My decree doesn't change with Me, and 
I'm never unjust to My servants." pa- 29 ] 

The Final Payback 

d)ne day We're going to ask Hellfire, 
"Are you full yet?" to which it will reply, 
"Are there any more (to come)?" poi 

The Garden will be brought near to 
those (who were) mindful (of Allah); it 
won't be so distant any more. 


" This is what you were promised (as a 
reward for) all who repented and 
guarded (their morality), who feared the 
Compassionate, even though they 
couldn’t see (Him), and who approached 
(Him with) a devoted heart. Enter 
(Paradise) in peace and safety, for this is 
the day of eternal life!" 02-34] 


They'll have everything they ever 
wished for - and more besides - all within 
Our presence, psi 



How many generations did We wipe 
out before them (on account of their sins, 
nations) who were stronger in power than 
they? Only (a few) survivors were left to 
wander through the land. Was there any 
refuge for them? pei 

There is a reminder in this for anyone 
who has a heart that understands, ears 
that hear and who can witness (to the 
fate of past civilizations). [37] 

Don't Underestimate 
the Power of Allah 


Background Info... v. 38 

Some Jews who were visiting Mecca 
went to Muhammad and asked him what 
Allah did on the seventh day of creation. 
The Hebrew Bible states that Allah 
rested on the seventh day, after six days 
of creating the universe. 
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The Qur’an does not accept the 
making of Allah into something like a 
human being who works hard and then 
rests. In fact, the Qur’an doesn’t even 
mention anything about a seventh ‘day,’ 
other than to say that Allah ‘took 
control’ after He created everything in 
six “days” or stages. This verse was 
revealed in response to those who asked 
about it. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


We created the heavens and the 
earth and everything in between them in 
six stages, and We never felt any fatigue. 

138 ] 

So be patient with all the 
(discouraging things) they say, and glorify 
the praises of your Lord before the rising 
of the sun, before its setting 09] and 
during a part of the night. Glorify Him 
whenever you finish (your prostrations). 

[ 40 ] 


Listen for the day when the announcer 
will cry out from a very near place. [4u 
(That will be) the day when they'll hear 
the blast of reality. That (cry will signal) 
the Day of Emergence (from the grave)! 

[ 42 ] 

Truly, We give life and death, and back 
to Us is the ultimate end. [431 The day 
when the world will be split open (from 
the dead) rushing out (of their graves) in 
a frenzy, that will be a time of gathering, 
and it's easy for Us to do. [44] 

We know better what they're saying 
(about you). You can't impress them with 
a strong show of force, so instead remind 
with this Qur'an anyone who will fear My 
promise (of what is to come). [4si 
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The Dispersal 

52 Adh-Dhdriyat 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed in the same basic time period as the previous one, a time before the 
full force of Meccan persecution came to bear. As such, the arguments are more about basic 
teachings about Islam and they make the call to the Meccans to consider their world and the One 
Who created it. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




(the winds) that scatter everywhere 
and those that push the heavy (clouds) 
and those that flow with gentle ease 
and those that give what is of need 
- for sure, what you've been told is true 
that judgment will (some day) 
come (to you), u-ei 

So by (the vastness) of the sky and its 
(countless) streaking paths, m truly, your 
conclusions are ever lost in argument, m 

Whoever falls away by them will surely 
fall away, m so doomed are those who 
speculate uoi and those whose (thoughts) 
are dazed, mi 

The Faithless are Unconcerned 

(mockingly) ask," When will this 
Day of Judgment come to pass?" 1121 
(When it does come upon them), it will be 


a day in which they'll be tested over the 

FIRE; mi 



"Suffer your trial! This is what you 
dared to come sooner!" twj 
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For sure, those who were mindful (of 
Allah) will be among gardens and springs, 
ns] partaking in what their Lord has given 
them, for they lived an exemplary life 
before, uq 

They used to sleep only a little at 
night, nn and in the early hours of dawn 
they were (praying for) forgiveness, usi 

In their wealth, (they remembered) the 
right of the (poor) who asked and also 
that of those who were prevented (from 
asking because they were too shy to seek 
help). [i9i 



All throughout the world are signs for 
those who are confident (in their faith), [201 
even as the (proofs of Allah's handiwork) 
are also within yourselves, so won't you 
notice them? pu 

The source of your (ultimate) survival is 
in the sky, even as (the Last Day) that you 
were promised (will become plainly 
visible there). 1221 


And so, by the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, this is the very truth, even 
as you're able to communicate with each 
other through (intelligent) speech, pu 

The Guests of Abraham 

Have you ever heard about the story 
of Abraham's honored guests? p4i 

They came before him and said, 
"Peace," and "Peace, strangers," he 
answered back, psi 

Then he rushed to his family, and soon 
he came out with (a platter of) roasted 
meat, pq He placed it in front of them 
and said ," Why don't you eat?" p7i 

(When they didn't take anything,) he 
became afraid of them. 

They said, "Have no fear," and then 
they gave him the good news that he 

would have a son filled with knowledge. 

[ 28 ] 

Then his wife came forward and made 
a scene; she slapped her forehead and 
exclaimed, "From a barren old woman 
like me!” p9i 

They replied, "So it shall be, for your 
Lord has decreed it, and He's full of 
wisdom and knowledge." poi 

(Then Abraham asked), "Now 
messengers, what's your next task?" pu 
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" We're being sent to a wicked people" 
they answered, "to bring a shower of 
splintered rock down upon them, (which 
is) intended from your Lord upon those 
who do an outlandish crime." [32-341 

Then We set about to evacuate all 
those who had faith, though We found 
no one surrendered (to Allah in that city,) 
save for in one house. (35-36] 

We left a sign in (that city's 
destruction) for all those who would fear 
the painful punishment (of Allah), 

(Here's an example) with Moses. We 
sent him to Pharaoh with clear authority, 
but (Pharaoh) turned back with his nobles 
and said (of Moses), "Just a wizard or a 
crazy man f 138-39] 

Then We took him and his legions and 
threw them in the open sea, and all the 
blame was on him. ( 4 oi 

In the (people) of 'Ad (is another 
example). We sent against them a 
devastating sandstorm. (4ii It left nothing 
standing in its path and reduced 
everything to ruin. [421 

In the (people) of Thamud (is a further 
sign). They were told," Enjoy yourselves 
for a little while!" [43] Then they boldly 
disobeyed the order of their Lord. 

So the great rumbling blast (of an 
earthquake) seized them even as they 


were looking on. m They couldn't even 
stand up, let alone help themselves, hsi 
T he people of Noah who came before 
them were just as bad. [ 46 ] 

Allah must be Our Final Goal 

We built the sky above with Our 
(special) ability, and We're expanding it. 
[47] We laid out the earth, and how 
excellently We spread it! hsi 



We created every (living) thing in pairs 
so you could take a reminder. [49] "So 
rush to (be safe with) Allah. I'm a clear 
warner from Him to you. isoi Don’t set up 
any other gods with Allah. (Again), I'm a 
dear warner from Him to you." pi] 

In the same way, no messenger came 
to any previous (nation) without them 
saying of him, "Just a wizard or a crazy 
manf p2] Is this the tradition they've 
handed down to each other? 

No way! They're a people who are out 
of control! p3] So turn away from them, 
for there's no blame on you. p4] However, 
keep reminding, for reminders benefit the 
believers, psi 
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I didn't create jinns and human beings 
for any other purpose than to serve Me. 

[561 

I don't need any resources from them, 
nor do I want them to feed Me. [571 Allah 
is the Giver of Resources, the master of 
everlasting might! tssi 


Those who do wrong will get a similar 
share of what their fellow (wrongdoing 
predecessors) got, so they shouldn't ask 
Me to bring it on sooner! (S9i 

Those who cover over (their awareness 
of the truth) are truly doomed because of 
that day of theirs that they've been 
promised, [eoj 
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The (Mountain of) Tur 

52 At-Tur 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter, which was revealed around the same time as the last chapter, continues talking 
about the truth of the next life and our accountability in this life. So powerful is the message of this 
chapter that a man named Jubayr ibn Mu'tim converted to Islam merely upon hearing it being 
recited. It happened shortly after the Battle of Badr when he went to Medina to pay a ransom to 
free one of his relatives who had been captured by the Muslims. 

As he was standing outside the Masjid at nightfall, waiting to speak to the Prophet, he heard 
him reciting this chapter in the prayer. When the Prophet reached verse 37, Jubayr said of it, “I felt 
my heart was about fly away.” A short time after he returned to Mecca, he declared his conversion 
to Islam and quickly rejoined the Muslims in Medina. ( Bukhari ) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


the (mountain of) TGr, by the 
written order on an open sheet, by the 
frequently visited House, by the canopy 
(of the sky) so high and by the constant 
swelling of the sea - (by these tokens 

know that) the PUHIfHMEMT 

of your Lord will come to pass. (i-7j 

No one can avoid it on the day when 
the sky will swirl apart and the mountains 
will move all around, is-ioi 

Ruin that day to those who denied 
[and who played their shallow games. On 
that day, they'll be forcefully thrown into 
the fires of Hell, m-m 


“This is the Fire - the one you used to 
deny! Is this an illusion, or do you still 
not see it? So burn in it It doesn't matter 
if you can take it or not, for you're only 
getting your due payback for what you 
did." 114 - 16 ] 
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What is Heaven Like? 

As for those who were mindful (of 
their duty to Allah), they'll reside within 
gardens and delight, enjoying what their 
Lord gave them. Indeed, their Lord 
protected them from the punishment of 
the raging blaze! in iai 

"Eat and drink with ease on account of 
your (good) deeds." They'll relax on 
couches lined up in ranks, and We'll pair 
them with (pleasure-mates) who will have 
intense, expressive eyes. 119-201 

Those who believe and whose relatives 
follow them in belief will be reunited (in 
Paradise) with their relatives. We won't 
deprive them of (the value) of their 
(good) deeds, although everyone is 
responsible only for his own actions. 



We'll give them fruit and meat and 
anything else they desire. 1221 They'll pass 
around a cup (of wine whose pleasurable 
after-effects) carry with it neither the 


prospect of talking nonsense nor of 
being belligerent. 1231 

All around them youths will go about 
(serving them), and their (appearance 
will) remind them of expensive pearls, p<i 

They'll approach each other and ask 
about (new) things, psi 

They'll say, "We used to worry about 
our families before, psi though Allah was 
good to us and protected all of us from the 
punishment of the searing heat p 7 i We 
used to call upon Him before (in our lives 
on earth), and He certainly is Benevolent 
and Merciful." psi 

Why won’t they Use Their Sense? 

JCeep reminding (people about 
Allah), for by your Lord's grace, you're 
not a fortune-teller, nor are you crazy, psi 

Are they saying, "(He's just) a poet. 

Let's just wait for some misfortune to take 
care of him"? Say to them, "Keep 
waiting, for I, too, will wait along with 
you." [ 3 o- 3 i] 

Is it their own whims that prompt 
them to make these (accusations), or are 
they really just a people who are out of 
control? | 32 ] 

Are they saying, "He's making it all 
up'? 
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Certainly not! They just have no faith! 
Then let them write a chapter like this, if 
they're really being so honest! [33-34] 

Were they created from nothing, or 
did they make themselves? Did they 
create the heavens and the earth? No 
way! They just have no conviction. [35-36] 

Are the treasures of your Lord with 
them, or are they somehow in charge? (37] 

Do they have a ladder they can use to 
(climb up to the sky) and listen? If so, 
then let the listener produce his evident 
authority! [ 38 ] 

Does (Allah) have daughters while you 
(idol-worshippers) claim sons? [39] 

Are you asking them for some kind of 
payment so they'll be burdened down 
with a load of debt? [4oi 

Is the unseen (spiritual world) there in 
front of them, so they can somehow write 
about it? [4i] 


Background Info... v. 44 

The pagans had asked for the sky to 
be brought down upon them as proof of 
Muhammad’s prophethood, but this 
verse is pointing out that they were so 
lacking in sense and humility that they 
would find some sort of rational 
explanation for such a sign as that, as 
well. ( Ma’ariful Qur'an ) 


If they saw a 
piece of the sky 
falling down upon 
them, they would 
merely say, "Oh, it's 
just a bunch of clouds." [ 44 ] 

So leave them alone until they come 
to that day of theirs in which they'll faint - 
the day when their scheming won't help 
them and no help will be given them. [45- 

46 ] 

Indeed, for those who do wrong 
there's yet another punishment besides 
this, but most of them don't understand. 

[ 47 ] 



Do they want to make a plan against 
you? - but those who reject (Allah) are 
themselves (trapped) in a plan! [ 42 ] 


So wait patiently upon the command 
of your Lord, for you're present in Our 
sight. 


Do they have a god other than Allah? 
Allah is far above what they associate 
with Him! [43] 


Glorify the praises of your Lord 
whenever you stand up (for prayer), w 
and glorify Him for part of the night, as 
well, and also after the stars have set. [49] 
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The Star 

53 An-Najm 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

Meccan persecution had become more serious by the year 615, forcing some of the weaker 
Muslims to emigrate to Abyssinia for safety. Up to this point, the Prophet had never recited a full or 
lengthy chapter of the Qur'an in a large public gathering. One day he stood in front of the Ka'bah 
and recited this chapter to the gathered crowds. When he came to the last verse, he prostrated. 
Then the people who had listened prostrated, as well, both believers and a few pagans. 

Although the idol-worshippers were not agreeing with the truth of the Qur'an, they were so 
dazzled by its poetry that when the Muslims among them bowed, many of the idol-worshippers 
also did so automatically, though one idol-worshipper merely rubbed some dust on his forehead, 
saying, “This is enough.” ( ibn Kathir ) 

Some of their fellow idol-worshippers teased their friends, saying that they were against 
Muhammad, ( P ) but then bowed when he recited the Qur'an. Then the embarrassed pagans, who 
had bowed without thinking, invented a story to cover their accidental loss of control. They told 
people that they thought Muhammad ( P ) was praising their main idols, Al-Lat, Manat and Al-'Uzza, 
and that this was why they bowed down. 

The lie invented by the idol-worshippers brought more confusion to the city. The Prophet 
denied the lie, because it was false, and verse 19-23 clearly talk against their idols. Why would he 
suddenly do something to make the idol-worshippers happy when they had already promised him 
money and even to be their king in the past, and he had always refused - even under threat of harm 
and torture? It was Shaytan, the Prophet said, who made the idol-worshippers hear the wrong 
thing, or Shaytan confused them and made them hear what they wanted to hear. 

The idol-worshippers kept trying to spread the lie and When word of this public incident 
reached the Muslim refugees in Abyssinia, they took the bowing down of the idol-worshippers as a 
sign that the Meccans might be more accepting of Islam. So they returned home within weeks, but 
if anything, the persecution grew more heated after that. 

One man who had witnessed that day, and who didn't bow along with his pagan fellows 
(another proof that the Meccan leadership was merely acting on its own, for if the Prophet had 
really recited verses that accepted idolatry, then all would have bowed) said in later years, “When 
the Prophet recited the chapter of the Star and performed a prostration and the whole assembly 
fell down in prostration along with him, I didn't prostrate. Now to compensate for the same, 
whenever I recite this chapter I make sure never to abandon its performance.” ( Nisa'i, Ahmad ) 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


the star when it declines, your 
companion is not mistaken, nor is he 
being misled, and he says nothing on his 
own. It's no less than revelation revealed! 

[ 1 - 4 ] 

An irresistible and compelling (angel) 
teaches him - a master of wisdom. He 
stood forth (clearly) while on the highest 
part of the horizon, p-7] 

Then he came down and approached 
and was only two bow-shots distant - or 
even lower! 

So (Allah) revealed whatever revelation 
to His servant (that He willed), [a-ioi 

His heart didn't fool him about what 
he saw, so are you going to argue with 
him about what he saw? m-12] 

As it happened, he saw (the angel) yet 
again during a second descent near the 
lote tree, (in a place) beyond which none 
may pass, m-w] 

Close by is the Garden of Sanctuary. 
The lote tree was shrouded (in a 
shimmering light), but his sight never 
swerved, nor did it fail, for he really saw 
the greatest sign of his Lord! us-is] 


Idols and Angels as Mini-gods 

Have you seen (the idols named) Al- 
Lat and Al-'Uzza, and the third one 
named Manat? [19-20] 

What! For you, (you prefer) males (as 
sons), but then you assign to (Allah) 
females (for children)! That's hardly a fair 
deal! [ 21 - 22 ] 



In fact, they're nothing more than 
names you've made up - you and your 
ancestors. Allah sent down no permission 
for (you to do) that. They're only 
following their own opinions and what 
they themselves (foolishly) desire. 

And so it is that guidance has now 
come to them from their Lord, (so see if 
they will obey Allah now, as they always 
claimed they would)! 123] 



671 








Are people going to have 
whatever they want? 

The end and the beginning of 
everything belongs to Allah. p 4 - 2 si 

No matter how many angels there are 
in the heavens, their intercession won't 
matter at all unless Allah gives His 
permission to whomever He wants - and 
then only if he's acceptable (to Him). [26) 

Those who don't believe in the next 
life give feminine names to the angels, 
but they have no certain knowledge in 
this. They're only following their own 
whims, and whims don't stand a chance 
against the truth. [27-28] 

So avoid those who turn away from 
Our message and who only desire the life 
of this world. 1291 

That's as far as knowledge will ever 
reach them. Truly, your Lord knows best 
who is straying from His path, and He 
knows best who is guided, ooi 

To Allah belongs whatever is in the 
heavens and on the earth. He repays 
those who do wrong according to (the 
severity of) their deeds, and He rewards 
those who do good with the very best, on 

Those who avoid the major sins and 
shameful deeds, only (straying into) 
minor sins, (should remember) that your 
Lord is surrounded with forgiveness. 


He knows you well when He brings 
you out of the earth and when you're 
hidden in your mother's wombs. 

So then don't try to justify yourselves 
(by your actions), for He knows who is 
mindful (of their duty to Him). [32] 

What the Past Can Teach 


Background Info... v. 33-39 

This passage was revealed about al- 
Waleed ibn al-Mughirah, who had 
accepted Islam, but who then reverted 
to idolatry after his pagan friends 
convinced him to rejoin his original 
religion. 

At first, they tried to entice him with 
offers of increasing his wealth. When 
Waleed said he was afraid that Allah 
would punish him for the many sins he 
had done in the past, one of his friends 
asked for some money in exchange for 
taking some of Waleed’s expected 
punishment upon his own self. 

After Waleed paid him, his friend 
demanded more money. The two men 
got into a scuffle, and then Walid agreed 
to pay the extra amount. A contract was 
recorded, witnesses signed it, and thus 
Waleed remained a pagan. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Have you seen the one who turns 
back, gives a little, then hardens (his heart 
against faith)? What! Does he know 
what's beyond perception so he can see 

it? [ 33 - 35 ) 
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Doesn't he know what's been 
prophesized in the scrolls of Moses and 
of Abraham, the one who fulfilled his 
agreements? 06-37] 

All Religion Teaches 
the Same Truth 

(Those previous revelations clearly 
taught that) no bearer of burdens can 
bear the burden of another, and that 
human beings shall have nothing more 
than what they strive for, and that the 
results of (each person's) efforts will soon 
be seen - and then (each of them) will be 
paid back in full - and that the final 
destination is back to your Lord, for He's 
the One Who grants laughter and tears 
and both death and life. 08 - 44 ] 

(Allah is the One Who) created pairs of 
males and females out of an ejected drop 
(of fluid), and He will orchestrate a 
second creation. [45-471 

He's the One Who gives wealth and 
prosperity. [ 48 ] He's the Lord of (the great 
star) Sirius. [49] He's the One Who 
destroyed the ancient (peoples of) 'Ad iso] 
and Thamud, leaving nothing untouched. 

[ 51 ] 


The people of Noah had lived even 
before them, and most of them were 
corrupt and stubborn. 02] 



He also destroyed the overthrown 
towns (of Sodom and Gomorrah), so 
much so that even (their ruins) are 
covered up. [53-54] 

So now which of the favors of your 
Lord will you bicker about? (ssj This (man 
Muhammad) is a warner just like the 
warners of old. 06] 

(The Day of Judgment) is getting 
closer and closer, and no one can move it 
forward save Allah. 157 ssj 

So are you amazed at this reading? [59] 
Will you laugh and not cry, teoj wasting all 
your time in useless distractions? isn 
Then (know that you should) bow down 
(on the floor) to Allah and serve Him. [62] 
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The Moon 

54 Al Qamar 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

In about the year 614, the Prophet was addressing a gathering of pagans and Muslims during the 
evening at a field called Mina just outside of Mecca. The pagans had been fiercely disputing with 
the Prophet for some days, demanding a miracle to prove his prophethood, and this meeting was 
heated, as well. Suddenly, the Prophet raised his hand and pointed his finger to the moon. To the 
amazement of all, the moon appeared to separate into two halves, and then just as quickly, the 
Prophet declared, "Be witnesses!” Then the line of separation disappeared. 

The Quraysh were left speechless, but within a few days they discounted the miracle and called 
it some kind of an illusion. One source quotes a pagan man as saying, "Muhammad has merely 
bewitched us, but he can't bewitch the entire world. Let's wait for people to come from faraway 
places and hear what reports they bring.'' ( Bayhaqi , Abu Dawud ) Some travelers who arrived in Mecca a 
few days later did report to the Quraysh that they saw an unusual occurrence with the moon, (/bn 
Kathir ) 

There are two proofs to support that something unusual did take place. The first is that it was 
witnessed by the enemies of the Prophet, and they dismissed it as an illusion of some type. (The 
Qur'an quotes what they said, and the Qur'an has been proven to be the best record of the give- 
and-take between Muhammad and his critics.) In addition, the scholars of hadith have found this 
report to be so numerous, traceable to so many companions, that it clearly could not be false. 

Secondly, in the same year, a king in Malabar, India, named Cheruman Perumel (aka Chakrawati 
Farmas) saw the moon seem to split in half for a moment. In amazement, he asked his religious 
scholars what it meant. They said it was a portent signaling the rise of a prophet in Arabia. 

Given that there had been Sanskrit predictions of such a prophet, the king named his son as 
regent, and then he set out for Arabia in the company of Arab traders who were journeying home 
on the monsoon winds. (His report and travels are documented from old manuscripts such as the 
cyclical Tarikh-e-Fareshtah and others that still exist in India and England.) 

After a long journey, he met with the Prophet and embraced Islam. He even brought the 
Prophet a gift of jarred pickles with ginger, and, according to Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri, the Prophet 
shared it among his companions. (Hakim) The king died on the return journey while having a 
stopover in Zafar, Yemen; there he was buried. His retainers returned to Malabar, and the people 
of that island were the first Indians to embrace Islam. 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-5 

Some Meccans met with the Prophet 
one evening in a field named Mina, and 
they asked him to perform a physical 
miracle to prove his claims. He directed 
their attention to the moon, which 
quickly seemed to develop some type of 
crack or thin shadow over its middle, 
dividing it in half. 

Given the fact that this chapter was 
soon recited to the Meccans some days 
later and that none of them objected to 
the reference of the moon being split, 
(rather they said it was magic), it can be 
assumed either that some type of rare 
and possibly natural event did occur to 
make the moon's appearance seem 
unusual or that a real supernatural event 
took place to show the Quraysh a mighty 
sign! 


Hour (of Judgment) is near, and 
the moon has split in half, m However, if 
they see a miracle, they turn away and 
say ,"Just some kind of fading magic" [2] 



So turn away from them. On the day 
when the Announcer will call (them) to 
something awful, they'll come out of their 
graves with their eyes downcast, looking 
like scattered locusts in a frenzy. [ 6 -d 

They'll hurry forward with their sight 
locked upon the Announcer! "This will be 
a hard day!" the faithless will cry. [&] 

The Lesson of Prophet Noah 



They deny (such miracles) and follow n 

their own vain desires, but all affairs have Defore them the P e0 P le of Noah 
a resolution. 3] denied (the truth). They denied Our 

servant and said, "He's crazy!" Then he 

And so it is that enough (stories of the was shunned, ra 
past) have already come to them for 

them to consider - (stories and reports) (Noah had to) call upon his Lord, 

filled with wisdom; yet, warnings do them saying, / m overwhelmed! Help! no] 
no good, h-sj 
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So We opened the 
doors of the sky and 
let the water rain 
down in torrents, tin 

Then We caused 
the earth to overflow 
with springs so the 
waters would meet at 

the determined level. 

[ 12 ] 


We carried (Noah and his followers) 
on a (ship) made of boards bound with 
fiber cords. [i3] It floated under Our sight, 
and that was the reward for (a man) who 
had been rejected! twi 

We left this (story) as a sign (for future 
generations), so will anyone be 
reminded? nsi 

Oh, how (terrible) 
was My punishment 
and My warning! ti 6 j 


We sent a sandstorm against them on 
a disastrous day, snatching people up like 
they were palm trees, ripped from their 
roots. [19-20] 


Oh, how (terrible) was 
My punishment 
and My warning! p« 

And thus, We've made this Qur'an 
easy to remember, so will anyone be 
reminded? [22] 

The (people of) Thamud denied the 
warning. They (denied it,) saying, "What! 
(A warning from) a mortal like us! A 
single (man) from our own! Should we 
follow someone like him? We would truly 
be wrong and plain crazy also! Why 
should he get the message over any of the 
rest of us? No way! He's just a reckless 
liar!" [23-251 

Oh, how they'll know the very next day 
just who the reckless liar was! pei 


And thus, We've made this Qur'an 
easy to remember, so will anyone be 
reminded? [i7j 


We will send a female camel, as a test 
for them. So watch them, (Salih,) and 
have patience! 127] 



Oh, how (terrible) was 
My punishment 
and My warning! us] 
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Tell them that the well-water is to be 
divided among them and that all will 
have the right to come forward to water 
(their flocks by turns). [28] 

But the (arrogant chiefs) called upon 
(one of) their (worst) fellows (to take 
action), and he took a blade and cut (the 
legs of the camel). t 29 j 


Oh! How (terrible) was 
My punishment 
and My warning! yoi 



We sent against them a single blast, 
(and when the dust cleared) they looked 
like dry matchsticks. [3i] We made this 
Qur'an easy to remember, so will anyone 
be reminded? [32] 

Prophet Lot and His Mission 

e people of Lot denied the 
warning. And so We sent against them a 
violent sandstorm carrying showers of 
stones, (which destroyed them) all, except 
for Lot's own family, for We had rescued 
them at daybreak, by Our grace, for that's 
how We reward the thankful. 133 3sj 


(Lot) had already warned (his people) 
about Our coming attack, but they 
argued (with him) about the warning. [ 36 ] 

They wanted to accost his guests, (the 
disguised angels,) but We blinded their 
eyes. 

"Now taste (the results of) 

My punishment 
and My warning." [37] 

Then early the next morning a lasting 
punishment overcame them, osj 

"Taste (the results of) 

My punishment 
and My warning." (391 

We made this Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember, so will 
anyone be reminded? noj 

Prophets Moses and Aaron 
and Their Mission 

And so it was that warners came to 
the people of Pharaoh, but the 
(Egyptians) denied all of Our signs, so We 
captured them with the kind of capturing 
(that comes) from a POWERFUL Being 
Who can do whatever He wants. [«. 42 ] 
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The Arrogance of Faithlessness 


Background Info... v. 43-45 

On the night before the Battle of 
Badr commenced, the Prophet called out 
to Abu Bakr after a long night of prayer 
and said, “Abu Bakr! There's good news 
for you! Gabriel is standing by that cliff 
and saying [the words of this passage]." 
(Ibn Kathir) 


y\re you faithless (people of Mecca) 
better than those (peoples of the past)? 
Do you have a special exemption (from 
punishment) in some holy scripture 
somewhere? 1431 

Are they saying, "If we act together, we 
can help ourselves "? [44] Soon their mobs 
will be forced to turn their backs and flee. 

[ 45 ] 

But no! The (final) Hour is a time that 
they've been promised, and that Hour will 
be full of sorrow and terrible 
bitterness. [ 46 ] 

Truly, it's the bad people 
who are mistaken and out of 
their minds. [47] 

On the day when they'll be dragged 
through the Fire on their faces, (they'll be 
told), "Now taste the burning flames!" 

[481 


The Power of Allah 
is without Limits 


Background Info... v. 49-55 

Some pagans had been arguing with 
the Prophet about the meaning of Allah’s 
ability to determine the future. This 
passage was revealed in response. 

(Muslim, Tirmi dhi) Believing in this concept, 
which is known as taqdir, is a 
requirement of faith, according to 
several prophetic traditions. 



Truly, We've created everything in a 
predetermined manner. [4<« Our 
command is (carried out) in a single 
(moment) - like the twinkling of an eye. iso] 

And so it was that We destroyed 
partisans (of disbelief) just like you (idol- 
worshippers of Mecca). So now will 
anyone accept the reminder? tsi) 


Everything they do is noted in 
(their) record (of deeds). [521 All 
things small and great are 
recorded. [53] 


As for the righteous, they'll be 
among gardens and rivers in a truthful 
meeting place in the presence of a 
sovereign and capable (Lord). [54-551 
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The Compassionate 

55 Ar-Rahmdn 

Early to Middle Meccan Period 


j 5 Introduction 

This chapter is one of the more famous ones due to its very beautiful rhythm and rhyme scheme, 
which under the command of a skilled Arabic reciter comes as close to audible art as one can get. 
When this chapter was revealed to the Prophet, he had not yet gone public with the message of 
Islam, and he had busied himself with inviting friends, relatives and close associates to the new 
faith. 

The total number of Muslims by this time might have numbered less than fifty persons, and the 
opposition of the Quraysh was mostly from their leadership and from individual families who might 
have opposed their members joining what they considered to be a new cult. Indeed, it was mostly 
the young who were responding to Muhammad's (p) call, and he had quite a few young men and 
women in his following. 

One day in a secret meeting, several of Muhammad's ( P ) followers began to point out that the 
general public had never heard anyone recite the Qur'an in the public square before, and they 
wondered aloud who among them should be the first to do it. 

A young man named 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (d. 653) volunteered, but many in the meeting were 
scared for his safety and suggested that someone who was stronger or who had better family 
connections should do it, as he might be attacked by the pagans. 

'Abdullah merely said, "Leave me alone, for Allah is my protector.” The next morning, he 
entered into the courtyard of the Ka'bah where the various tribal elders were holding their 
counsels, and he began to recite this very chapter, raising his voice as he went along. 

At first the Quraysh didn't know what he was saying, but soon they realized that he was reciting 
some of the Qur'an that Muhammad was preaching in private to people all over the city. They 
arose and set upon him with their palms and their fists, but 'Abdullah, staggering under their blows, 
kept on reciting. When he could bear it no more, he returned to the companions of the Prophet, 
and they said they expected what occurred to befall him. 

'Abdullah said, "Allah's enemies were never so light for me as they were today. If you give the 
word, then I'll recite the Qur'an to them again tomorrow.” They all said, "No, you've done enough; 
you've made them listen to what they didn't want to hear." (/bn Hisham) 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Compassionate taught the 
Qur'an. He created (every woman and) 
man. [i-3] 

He taught (them) communication. The 
sun and moon follow a fixed rotation. 
Even the stars and trees bow down in 
adoration! |4« 

He raised the sky up high and set up 
the balance (of justice) so that you 
wouldn't go out of balance (in your own 
behavior). So calculate weights and 
measures honestly, and don't fall short in 
the balance, p-91 

He's the One Who spread the earth 
out wide for (grazing) animals, and 
therein are fruits (to be seen) and date 
palms piled high, and grains with stalks 
and leaves (for animal feed) and fragrant 
flowers, as well. [10-125 



So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? ihi 

He created human beings from 
molded clay, and He created jinns from 
smokeless fire, [u-151 


So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? uq 

(He's) the Lord of the two Easts and 
Lord of the two Wests, uti 


So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? usi 



He caused the two seas to flow (one 
being salty and the other fresh), and 
when they meet together, behold - 
there's a barrier between them they don't 
cross. [19-20] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? 1211 

From them pearls and corals are 
produced. [221 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? [23] 

The ships that sail smoothly through 
the sea, (whose sails) tower as high as 
mountains - they all belong to Him! [ 24 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? psi 
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The Drama of the Last Day 

Ah who are on (the earth) shall pass 
away, but the face of your Lord will last 
(forever) - full of Majesty and Honor! [26-271 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? psi 

Every creature in the heavens and the 
earth gets what it needs from Him, and 
He's active every day. psi 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? poi 

Soon We're going to settle the 
significant affairs of both (your worlds)! pij 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? [321 

You gathered assembly of jinns and 
human beings! If you can pass beyond 
the heavens and the earth (into space), 
then pass through them! 



Yet, you'll never be able to pass 
beyond them until you (invent the right 
type) of power. [331 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? [341 

A flaming heat will meet (the bad 
people amongst) you (on Judgment Day), 
and a (choking) smoke, against which 
you'll have no defense. [3si 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? oei 

When the sky is torn apart and 
resembles smeared rose petals. [37] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? psj 

On that day no human or jinn will be 
asked any more about his guilt, psj 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? (4oj 

The bad people will be known by their 
marks (of shame); they'll be seized by 
their forelocks and their feet. [4ii 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? ( 42 ) 

This is Hellfire, (the fate) the bad 
people denied! They'll wander around in 
the midst of it - smothered in burning 
(fire)! [43-44] 
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So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? «si 

What is Life Like in Heaven? 

For those who feared the time when 
they would stand before their Lord, there 
will be two gardens - so which of the 
favors of your Lord will you deny? - 
holding many (wonderful) things. [ 46 - 48 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? [49] 

Each of them will have two free- 
flowing springs, poi 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? pn 

There will be fruits of every kind in 
doubled pairs, pzi 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? (S3] 

They'll relax within on carpets lined 
with rich brocade, and the fruit of the 
gardens will hang within easy reach, p4] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? psi 

Pure (close companions) will wait there 
- shy, whom no human or jinn has ever 
touched - so which of the favors of your 
Lord will you deny? - (stunning and 


dazzling to behold) like rubies or coral! 

[ 56 - 58 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? Can there be any other 
reward for goodness except good? p9-6oi 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? ten 



And besides these there will be two 
more gardens - so which of the favors of 
your Lord will you deny? - with deep 
green leaves. [ 62 - 64 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? And there will be two springs 
within, as well, from which cool water will 
gush forth. [ 65 - 66 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? [ 67 ] 

Fruits, dates and pomegranates will be 
there in them both! (esi 
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So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? lesi 



There will be (close companions) there, 
noble and fine - so which of the favors of 
your Lord will you deny? po n\ 


(They'll be like) shy companions, 
waiting in raised pavilions - so which of 
the favors of your Lord will you deny? m- 

731 

No human or jinn has ever touched 
them - so which of the favors of your 
Lord will you deny? (They'll be) resting 
on green cushions on richly patterned 
carpets. [ 74 - 76 ] 

So which of the favors of your Lord will 
you deny? p7i 

Blessed be the Name of your Lord, full 
of majesty and honor, psi 
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The Inevitable 

56 Al Waqi'ah 
Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

This chapter, which has a sense of urgency to it when one hears it recited in Arabic, even if one 
doesn’t understand the language, explains more fully the Qur’anic concept of ‘sorting’ on 
Judgment Day. In other words, based upon what people do in this life, they will be among one of 
three categories: the ultra-righteous, the good, or the wicked. The latter two being personified 
with the idea of being on either the right or left side of a gathering. The fate of each is also 
mentioned in a concise yet compelling way. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud reports that the Prophet said of 
this chapter, “Whoever recites the chapter named the Inevitable every night will never suffer from 
poverty.” (IbnKathir) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


When the inevitable comes to pass 
- and there will be no denying it, (many 
are those) who will be brought low, and 
(many are those) who will be raised, u-3] 


The earth will be shaken to its very 
core; the mountains will crumble to dust 
and then be swept away! [4-si 


Then you're going to be sorted into 
three groups. (Some will be called) the 
companions of the right, and who are the 
companions of the right? p-si 


(Some will be called) the companions 
of the left, and who are the companions 
of the left? pi 


While the best (in doing good deeds) 
will be called the outstanding ones, uoi 




The (outstanding ones) will be nearest 
(to Allah) in gardens of delight. A large 
number (of them will be) from ancient 
times, and a few will come from later 
times, hi m] 
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(They'll rest) upon decorated couches, 
watching each other as they recline; 
ageless youths will run all around in their 
midst with glasses, pitchers and cups 
filled from pure fountains that will cause 
them neither hangover nor drunkenness. 

OS-191 

They'll choose from every variety of 
fruit and the meat of any type of fowl, as 
they will, and (they'll be joined by special 
pleasure-mates) who will have intense, 
expressive eyes that resemble treasured 
pearls. All this is a reward for their deeds 
(in their former lives). 120-24) 



Neither foolishness nor criticism will be 
heard, only the saying of, "Peace. Peace." 

125-26] 


Now the companions of the right - 
and just who are the companions of the 
right? 

(They'll be) among lote trees where 
there is neither thorn nor bramble, amidst 
wildly flowering acacia trees that provide 
cool, expansive shade, near flowing 
brooks and abundant fruits that never go 
out of season or diminish. 12a 331 


(They'll lay) on raised couches, with 
specially produced (pleasure-mates) who 
are made virgin pure, loving and of a 
similar age. [34-371 

(All this) is for the companions of the 
right, a large number from ancient times, 
and a large number from later times. [ 38 - 4 oi 

The Unfortunate Ones 

Wow as for the companions of the 
left - and just who are the companions of 
the left? (They'll stay among) scorching 
blasts and scalding muck, under the 
shade of choking, black smoke. [4i 43] 

(They'll find) neither refreshment nor 
enjoyment, even as they were indulgent 
and living comfortably in their former 
(lives) - all the while they were extremely 
depraved! ( 44 - 46 ] 

They're the ones who used to scoff, 
"What? After we've died and crumbled to 
bones and dust, are we really going to be 
resurrected, and our ancestors, too? Ha!" 

[47-481 

Tell them," Yes, indeed, both the 
ancient ones and all who came after! All 
of you will be gathered together to stand 
on a well-known day! Then all of you 
mistaken deniers will eat from the 
(cursed) tree ofZaqqum. [49-521 

"You'll be stuffed with it, and then 
you'll wash it down with scalding muck, 
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drinking like thirsty camels!" This will be 
their welcome on the Day of Judqment. 

[53-561 

Consider the Signs of Allah 

We created you, so why won't you 
accept the truth? [Have you ever thought 
about (the fluid) that you throw out? Did 
you create it, or did We? [57 591 

We've made it a requirement for all of 
you to die (one day), and We won't be 
held back from transforming you from 
one form into another, the likes of which 
you can't even comprehend, iso-su 

You've already witnessed (the 
complexity) of your first creation, so why 
won't you accept this reminder? [62] 

Have you ever seen the seed that you 
plant in the ground? Do you make it 
sprout, or do We? [ 63 -mi 

If We wanted, We could make it 
crumble to dust. Then you would be left 
speechless, saying, "We've gone into debt 
(for the sake of our farms). Oh no! We've 
been thwarted!" [ 65 - 67 ] 

Have you ever thought about the 
water that you drink? Do you bring it 
down from the clouds, or do We? 

If We wanted, We could make it salty. 
So why aren't you thankful? [68 70] 


Have you looked at the fire that you 
kindle? Do you grow the trees that feed 
(its flames), or do We? [71721 



We gave (the knowledge of how to 
control fire to you) as a reminder (of Our 
power) and also as a source of comfort 
for travelers in the wilderness. So now 
glorify the name of your Lord, the 
Almighty! [73-741 

This is a Message 
to be Taken Seriously 

so I swear by the setting of the 
stars - and that's a mighty oath if you 
only knew - that this Qur'an is an 
honorable one. [75-77] 

It's (preserved) in a protected Book 
that no one can touch save the pure. (It's 
no less) than revelation from the Lord of 
All the Worlds! ps-soi 

Are you taking its narratives lightly? 

Have you made denying it your career? 

[ 81 - 82 ] 
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(But if you're so strong), then why are 
you helpless when a person chokes (up 
his soul at death), while all you can do is 
stand around and watch? [83 84 ] 

We're even closer to him than you are, 
though you don't see it. And why, if 
you're so safe from (any future) review, is 
it impossible for you to bring him back to 
life, if you're really so sure? [ 85 - 87 ] 

And so, for whoever is among those 
nearest (to Allah), there will be rest and 


satisfaction within gardens of delight. 
Whoever is among the companions of 
the right, [ss- 90 ] 

"Peace be upon you," from the 
companions of the right! py 

While whoever denied (the truth) in 
error, his welcome will be scalding muck 
and roasting flames. [92-94] 

This is the certain truth, so glorify the 
name of your Lord, the Almighty! [95-96] 
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Iron 

57 At Hadeed 
Late Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter was revealed sometime after the Battle of Uhud (in 625), but before the Treaty of 
Hudaybiyyah (in 628). During this time the Muslim community in Medina was trying to establish 
itself on a solid footing, both socially and politically, as well as financially. Thus, we see in this 
chapter different types of calls to the believers to take a more active role in shaping the affairs of 
their young civilization. It is reported that the Prophet said that there is a verse in this chapter that 
is better than a thousand other verses, and most scholars are of the opinion that it is verse number 
three. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




things within the heavens and 
the earth reflect the glory of Allah, and 
He's the Powerful and the Wise, m 

To Him belongs the control of the 
heavens and the earth. He alone grants 
life, and He alone takes it, for He has 
power over all things. 121 

He's the First and the Last, the Evident 
and the Hidden, and He knows all about 
everything, pi 

He's the One Who created the heavens 
and the earth in six stages, and He's 
entrenched upon the seat (of power). 

He knows everything that goes into 
the earth and everything that leaves it, 
and (He knows) everything that descends 


from the sky and everything that ascends 
up into it. He's with you wherever you 
are, and Allah is watching everything you 
do. [4] 



The control of the heavens and the 
earth belongs to Him, and all issues go 
back to Allah (for resolution), isi 



688 










He merges the night into day and the 
day into night, and He knows the 
innermost secrets of the heart, ra 


Supporting the Faith Financially 


Believe in Allah and His Messenger, 
and spend (in charity) from the 
inheritance that He's placed with you. 


For those who believe among you and 
who spend (their money in Allah's cause), 
there is a vast reward, m 


So what's keeping you from believing 
in Allah, seeing that the Messenger is 
calling you to believe in your Lord and 
has taken your oath? Are you (really) 
believers? m 

He's the One Who sends His self- 
evident verses to His servant so He can 
bring you out of darkness and into light, 
for Allah is kind and merciful to you. pi 

So now what's keeping you from 
spending in the path of Allah, (knowing 
that) the (final) inheritance of the heavens 
and the earth belongs to Allah? 

Those who spent and fought before 
the victory (over the Meccans are more 
than) equal (with those who came later). 

They're truly higher in status than 
those who spent and fought afterwards, 
though Allah has promised a fine reward 


to both. Allah is well-informed of 
everything you do. uoj 

Who will lend to Allah a beautiful loan 
for which He will multiply its value many 
times and reward him generously? [in 

One day you're going to see the 
believers, both men and women, 
preceded by their light shining before 
them and by their right hand, (being 
told)," There's good news for you today: 
gardens beneath which rivers flow in 
which to stay! That's the ultimate 
success!" [in 

One day, the hypocrites, both men 
and women, (will be calling desperately 
to the believers), saying, "Wait for us! 
Lend us some of your light!" 



But they'll be told, “Turn back around, 
and find your own light!" 

Then a wall will be laid between them 
having but a (single) gate. Inside it mercy 
abounds; outside it punishment is all 
around. [i3i 
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The (hypocrites on the other side) will 
cry out, "But weren't we with you (before 
on earth)?" 

To which (the believers) will answer, 
"Of course, but you led yourselves into 
temptation, and you were hesitant and 
doubtful, so your false hopes deluded 
you until the command of Allah arrived. 
The Deceiver tricked you (into rejecting) 
Allah! [i4) 


"So no bribe will be accepted from you 
today nor from those who openly 
rejected (faith). Your home is in the 
Firs, and it's your only home now, 
and, oh, how dreadful a place to stay!" 

[15] 

The Nature of the Physical World 

Isn't it time for the hearts of the 
believers to humble themselves to the 
remembrance of Allah? 

(Shouldn't they now recognize) the 
truth bestowed upon them, so they won't 
become like those who received 
revelation in the past, but whose hearts 
have hardened with time, so much so that 
many of them are now hopelessly 
rebellious? usi 

Know that Allah brings life to the earth 
after it was dead. We've made Our 
proofs clear to you so you can 
understand. [171 


Indeed, those men and women who 
give in charity and who have lent to Allah 
a beautiful loan, will be amply repaid with 
a generous reward, ns] 

Those who believe in Allah and in His 
messengers are the truthful and the 
witnesses in the presence of their Lord. 

For them is their reward and their 
light, but those who reject (the truth) and 
deny Our signs, they're going to be 
companions of Hellfire. nsi 

Know that the life of this world is 
nothing more than fun and games; an 
alluring show of boasting and 
accumulating wealth and children. Its 
example is like plentiful vegetation 
(growing) after a constant rain - a joy to 
the gardener! 



However, it soon withers, and you see 
it turning yellow; then it crumbles into 
dust. In the next life, there's either stern 
punishment or forgiveness from Allah and 
His good pleasure. Now what is the life 
of this world but the illusion of material 
goods? [20] 
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So race ahead towards the forgiveness 
of your Lord and to a garden as vast as 
the heavens and the earth that's been 
prepared for those who believe in Allah 
and His messengers. 

This is the bounty of Allah, and He 
grants it to whomever He wants, and 

Allah is the master of incredible bounty! 

121 ] 



No misfortune can come upon the 
earth nor upon yourselves that isn't 
already recorded by Us in a ledger before 
We even let it happen, and that's easy for 
Allah. [22] 

(Remember this) so you don't despair 
over what you've lost or brag about what 
you've gained, for Allah has no love for 
conceited show offs. 1231 

They're miserly and urge others to be 
miserly, also. Whoever turns away (from 
faith should know) that Allah is Self- 
sufficient and is (already being) Praised. 

|24] 


(This material was given to you) so that 
Allah could (use it) to distinguish who 
would help Him and His messengers, 
even though they don't perceive (the 
unseen world, yet). Allah is strong and 
powerful. [ 25 ] 

We sent Noah and Abraham and 
instituted prophethood among their 
descendants, granting them scriptures, as 
well. 

Although some of them were guided 
(in the succeeding generations), most of 
the rest were disobedient. [26] 


The Long Line of Prophets 

so it was that We sent Our 
messengers with clear evidence. We 
revealed along with them the Book and 
the balance (of right and wrong) so that 
people could stand up for justice. 

We've also sent iron down (to earth) as 
both a source of grim strength and 
(economic) benefit for people. 


After them, We sent more of Our 
messengers one after another and 
(followed them up) with Jesus, the son of 
Mary, giving to him the Gospel. We also 
placed compassion and mercy into the 
hearts of his followers. 

However, some of them began to 
practice monasticism on their own, even 
though We never prescribed it for them. 
Rather, 
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(We only asked them) to seek the 
good pleasure of Allah, but they didn't 
practice it as it should have been 
practiced! 

Although We rewarded those among 
them who believed, still most of them 
were rebellious. 1271 

All you (Jews and Christians) who have 
faith! Be mindful (of Allah) and believe in 
His Messenger. 


(If you do,) then He will grant you a 
double portion of His mercy and will send 
down upon you a light wherein you can 
walk. He will forgive you (your sins), for 
Allah is forgiving and merciful, psj 

(This call) is made to the Followers of 
Earlier Revelation so they can know that 
they have no power at all over the bounty 
of Allah, for it's in His hand to give to 
whomever He wills, and Allah is the 
master of incredible bounty! pg 
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The Petitioner 

58 Al Mujadilah 
Middle Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

A woman named Khuwaylah bint Thalabah went to the Prophet and complained that her 
husband (and cousin), Auws ibn as-Samit, had divorced her using an old Arab custom in which the 
man swore that he had the same kind of feelings towards his wife that he had towards his mother. 

In other words, he wouldn't sleep with his own mother, so he rejected ever cohabitating with his 
wife on the same grounds. In her own words she said, “By Allah, that Allah sent down the 
beginning of (chapter 58) with regard to me and Auws ibn as-Samit. He was my husband and had 
grown old and difficult. One day he came to me, and I argued with him about something. 

He said, ‘You are like my mother's back to me.' (Which was a pre-lslamic practice known as 
zihar .) Then he went out and sat with some people. Then he came back in and wanted to sleep 
with me, and I said, ‘No, by the One Who holds my soul! You won't have your way with me after 
you said what you said to me until after Allah and His Messenger make a judgment in our case.' He 
wanted to have his way with me anyway, but I pushed him away for he was a weak old man. Then I 
went to my neighbor, borrowed a cloak from her and then went to the Messenger of Allah and kept 
complaining to him of the ill treatment I received from Auws." (Ahmad, Abu Dawud) 

A'ishah, who was in another room, overheard Khuwaylah and reports that she said to the 
Prophet, “Messenger of Allah! He spent my wealth and exhausted my youth. My womb produced 
abundantly for him. When I became old and unable to bear any more children, he pronounced Zihar 
on me! 0 Allah! I make my complaint to You." ( Bukhari ) The Prophet said to her, “Khuwaylah! Your 
cousin is an old man, so have mindfulness of Allah about him." As Khuwaylah continues the story, 
she said, “By Allah, before I left parts of the Qur'an were revealed about me. 

The Messenger of Allah felt the tension of receiving revelation, as he usually did, and then he 
relaxed and said to me, ‘Khuwaylah! Allah has revealed something about you and your husband.' 
Then he recited to me (verses 1-4). Then the Prophet said to me, ‘Order him to free a slave.' I 
replied, ‘Messenger of Allah, he doesn't have any to free.' Then the Prophet told me, ‘Let him fast 
for two months.' I said, ‘By Allah, he's an old man and is unable to fast.' Then the Prophet told me, 
‘Let him feed sixty poor people a camel-load of dates.' I said, ‘By Allah, he doesn't have any of that.' 
Then the Prophet said, ‘We will help him with a basket of dates.' I said, ‘Messenger of Allah, I will 
help him with another.' The Prophet then said, ‘You have done a noble thing. Now go and give 
away the dates on his behalf and take care of your cousin.'" (Ahmad, AbuDawud) 

Thus, Khuwaylah's husband was taken to task and shamed for what he did. Yet, the situation 
turned around with everyone trying to help him to atone for his sin. A woman's complaint was 
addressed to her satisfaction, and she received the credit of a great reward on her record of deeds. 
In later years, during the rule of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, Khuwaylah saw ‘Umar walking in the streets 
of Medina followed by an attendant. 
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She approached him and boldly said, “When you were young, we used to call you ‘Umayr. Then 
when you became older we called you ‘Umar. Now we call you Commander of the Faithful!” With 
that she left. The attendant was amazed at her boldness and asked ‘Umar how he could keep silent 
and listen to her speak to him like that. ‘Umar replied, “If she spoke to me for the whole day, I 
would listen to her. Do you know who she was? Allah revealed a chapter about her, and if Allah can 
listen to her from the heavens, then who am I not to listen to her!” 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


y\llah has heard the appeal of (the 
woman) who brought her petition to you 
about her husband. Thus, she's bringing 
her case to Allah (for a resolution). Allah 
has heard what both sides have said, for 
Allah listens and observes, m 

(So from now on), those (men) who 
distance themselves from their wives (by 
saying," You're no more my wife than my 
own mother," must realize that their 
wives) can never be called the same as 
their mothers, for no one can be called 
their mothers except those who gave 
birth to them. 



When they say such things, they're 
speaking foolishly and falsely, though 
Allah erases sins and forgives (those who 
repent), pi 

Those (men) who try to divorce their 
wives in this way, but who later want to 
take back what they pronounced, must 
free a bonded-servant before they can go 
back to each other again. 

You're required to do this, and Allah is 
well-informed of everything you do. ui 

Whoever can't afford to do this must 
fast for two months in a row before (the 
couple) can touch each other again. (If 
even this task is too much of a hardship 
to be fulfilled), then he should feed sixty 
poor people. 

That's how you can demonstrate your 
faith in Allah and His Messenger. 

These are the rules set by Allah, and 
the faithless (who disregard these rules) 
will have a painful punishment, w 
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Those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger will be brought low just like all 
those (sinners) who were brought low 
before them. As it is, We've sent clear 
verses (that already demonstrate this 
truth). 

Those who covered over (their 
awareness of the truth) will have a 
humiliating punishment on the day when 
Allah will resurrect them all and make 
them realize the meaning of what they 
did. 

(Even though they may have forgotten 
their deeds,) Allah has kept track of their 
accounts, and Allah is a witness over all 
things, ts-si 

On Secret Meetings 


Background Info... v. 7 

Some of the hypocrites used to take 
secret counsels together in order to find 
ways to harass and annoy the Muslims. 
When a sincere believer would pass by 
them, they would wink at each other and 
make up stories that the relatives of that 
believer, who might have been out on 
patrol or traveling, had died. This vexed 
the Muslims greatly, and they 
complained to the Prophet about that. 
This verse was revealed to comfort 
them. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Don't you see that Allah knows 
everything in the.heavens and on the 
earth? There is no secret gathering of 
three without Him being the fourth or 


between five except that He's the sixth, 
and whether they be fewer or greater, 
He's in their midst wherever they may be. 



On the Day of Assembly, He's going to 
inform them about what they did. 

Indeed, Allah has knowledge of all things. 

[ 7 ] 


Background Info... first part v. 8 

This verse refers to the habit of the 
Jews of Medina who used to whisper 
and look menacingly upon any Muslim 
who passed by them. Many Muslims 
complained about this habit, for the way 
they were being looked at and 
whispered about made them feel that 
the Jews might attack them. The 
Prophet repeatedly asked the Jews to 
stop doing it, but they ignored his 
requests. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


Haven't you noticed those who were 
forbidden to engage in secret talk? 
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Yet, they continue to do what they've 
been told not to do! They secretly make 
plans to do bad things and to be hostile 
and disobedient to the Messenger. 

Don't Speak in Secret 
or Give False Meanings 


Background Info... last part v. 8 

A group of Jews approached the 
Prophet one day while he was sitting 
with his wife A’ishah and some other 
people. They greeted him by saying in a 
quick voice, “As-sa'mu ‘alayka,” which 
means, “Death be upon you.” 

The customary Muslim greeting was, 
“As-salamu ‘alaykum,” so the Jews were 
trying to insult him. A’ishah got angry, 
and she spoke out before the Prophet 
could, saying, “And upon you and may 
Allah do it!” 

The Prophet looked at her and said, 
“Be quiet, A’ishah, for Allah doesn’t like 
the shameful and excessiveness in that.” 
A’ishah protested, “But don’t you know 
what they said to you?” 

The Prophet answered, “But don’t 
you know I replied to them for what they 
said?” A’ishah was about to argue 
further, but then this verse was revealed. 
Ever afterward, by the Prophet’s orders, 
the Muslim reply to a non-Muslim’s 
greeting has been merely to say, “And 
the same be to you," or “wa ‘alayk.” 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


en they come to you, 
(Muhammad,) they address you (in a kind 
of haughty manner) that even Allah 
doesn't use. 


Then they think to themselves, "So 
why isn't Allah punishing us for what we 
said?" 



Hellfire is enough to take care of them. 
They're going to burn in it - and, oh, how 
horrible a destination! [sj 

All you who believe! When you hold 
secret meetings, don't discuss sin, hostility 
or disobedience to the Messenger. 

Instead, talk about virtue and 
mindfulness (of Allah). Be mindful then 
(of Allah), to Whom you will be brought 
back, pi 

(All other kinds of) secret meetings are 
inspired by Shaytan so he can create 
disharmony among the believers, though 
he can do them no harm at all except as 
Allah allows. The believers should trust in 
Allah! [ioi 
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Make Room for Others 


Background Info... v. 11 

Sometime after the conquest of 
Mecca, the Prophet was giving a Friday 
congregational sermon by the side of 
Safa Hill. It was a narrow place that had 
very little room to accommodate a large 
crowd. Many of the people who had 
fought in the Battle of Badr were sitting 
near to him, and this pleased him greatly. 
A large group of others, both from 
among the Helpers of Medina and the 
Immigrants from Mecca, arrived late, and 
they stood near the side, waiting for 
people to make room for them. 

No one in the crowd moved or 
shifted at all, and the Prophet was upset 
by this. He wound up asking those 
nearest to him to move off to the side, so 
the latecomers could join the 
congregation. As it happened, many of 
the Badr veterans happened to be the 
ones who were asked to move from their 
places. Many of them were annoyed at 
having been moved farther back away 
from their beloved leader, and the 
Prophet noticed the grimaces on many 
of their faces. 

After the service was concluded, 
some of the Meccans who had not yet 
converted and were still idol- 
worshippers said to the Muslims, “Do 
you think your Prophet is fair? Has he 
just sent away the people who want to 
sit near to him in favor of those who 
arrived late?” 

This verse was revealed to make it 
easier for the believers to accommodate 
each other in crowded places with no ill 
feelings. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


A„ you who believe! When you're 
asked to make room in your gatherings 
(for others), then make room, for then 
Allah will make room for you. 

When you're asked to rise up (to leave 
or to make more space), then arise, for 
Allah will raise by degrees those who 
believe among you and those who 
achieve deep insight. Allah is well- 
informed of all that you do. im 

Give in Charity 
before Seeking Advice 


Background Info... v. 12 

Some of the more influential and 
wealthy Muslims began to monopolize 
the Prophet's time, and this left the poor 
with less access to him. 

This situation bothered Muhammad 
( P ) greatly, in addition to the fact that so 
many people came to him with questions 
that he had scarcely a moment to 
himself. 

This verse was revealed, asking the 
wealthy to donate to charity before 
seeking a private audience with the 
Prophet, in order to purify their 
intentions and also to discourage the 
greedy from trying to tie up his schedule 
for their own pride. 

And so, only those who sincerely 
wanted to grow in piety would come to 
see him. The poor, of course, were 
exempted from this rule, unless they 
could afford it. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 
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An you who believe! Before going 
to ask the Messenger privately for advice, 
give something in charity before your 
consultation. 

That's best for you and closer to purity. 
If you don't have the means (to give, then 

know) that Allah is forgiving and merciful. 

[121 

Are you afraid that you won't be able 
to give in charity before meeting privately 
with the Messenger? 

Indeed, if you have to skip the charity, 
and Allah has forgiven you, then at least 
remain diligent in your prayers, practice 
regular charity and obey Allah and His 
Messenger, for Allah is well-informed of 
all that you do. [i3i 

On Choosing Friends 
Who are Against Allah 


Background Info... v. 14-22 

A hypocrite named ‘Abdullah ibn 
Nabtal had been sitting in a gathering 
listening to the Prophet giving a speech. 
Then he left, went straight to some 
Jewish friends of his and began telling 
them everything the Prophet had said (in 
a disrespectful and mocking manner). 
Then he went to return to the masjid to 
get more information. 

Meanwhile, the Prophet was sitting 
inside with some companions, and he 
told them, “A man is about to enter with 
an arrogant heart and eyes that have the 
look of Shaytan.” 


Ibn Nabtal entered, and the Prophet 
said to him. “Whv are vou insulting me?” 

Ibn Nabtal swore repeatedly that he 
had not. He called for some of his 
friends to be brought in to swear also 
that he had not, and they all backed each 
other's stories. Ibn Nabtal left, and then 
this passage was revealed. (Hakim) 


Haven't you noticed those people 
who turn (in friendship) to those at whom 
Allah is angry? They're neither fully with 
you nor with them, and they knowingly 
swear to lies, [mi 

Allah has prepared a terrible 
punishment for them because what 
they're doing is evil, nsi They use their 
promises as a screen (to hide their deceit), 
and thus they turn others away from the 
path of Allah. A {-lUMi(-iAriN<£ 
punishment awaits them! uei 

Neither (the extent) of their fortune 
nor (the size) of their families will help 
them in the least against Allah. They're 
going to be companions of the Fire, and 
that's where they're going to stay! 

On the day when Allah resurrects 
them, they'll swear to Him (as to their 
innocence), even as they're swearing 
before you now, thinking they're fully 
justified. 

But no! They're truly liars! ti«i Shaytan 
has won them over and made them 
forget the remembrance of Allah, so 
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they're on Shaytan's team, and Shaytan's 
team will surely lose! usj 

Indeed, those who oppose Allah and 
His Messenger will be humiliated in 
shame, for Allah has decreed, "My 
messengers and / shall prevail." Truly, 
Allah is strong and powerful. 120-211 

You won't find any people who believe 
in Allah and the Last Day loving those 
who oppose Allah and His Messenger, 
even if they're from among their own 
parents, children, siblings or other 
relatives. 

They've had faith written upon their 
hearts, and they've been strengthened 
with a spirit from His Own Self. 



He's going to admit them into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, and there they 
get to stay! Allah will be happy with 
them, and they with Him. They're on 
Allah's team, and Allah's team will have 
the victory! [221 
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The Gathering 

59 Al Hashr 
Early Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

In the year 624, an outnumbered force of Muslims defeated a Meccan army at the Wells of Badr. 
This elevated the status of the Muslims in the eyes of the Arabs and caused a great amount of 
embarrassment for the Meccans. In Medina, it also gave pause for the three Jewish tribes to 
reconsider Muhammad's ( P ) rising power. Even though each had signed a city charter with him 
guaranteeing the mutual safety of all, none of them had considered Muhammad ( P ) or his religion to 
be a permanent fixture in Arabia. 

The tribe of Banu Qaynuqa decided to scrap the treaty first, and they challenged the Muslims to 
a fight, but they were defeated and banished from the city. Meanwhile, among the Banu Nadir 
there were those who were impressed with the Muslim victory at Badr. A few even took it as a sign 
that Muhammad might just be a true prophet, and a few of those even converted to Islam, given 
that he apparently had the favor of Allah. However, the majority of the tribe were content to 
remain quietly opposed in their attitude. 

The angry Meccans soon began to send messages to the Banu Nadir, one of which said, “You're 
the people who have fortresses and military might. You had better fight the Prophet, otherwise 
we'll attack (him and then you), and nothing will prevent us from seizing your women." This only 
added to the internal debate among the Banu Nadir about what to do about Islam. 

After the Muslims were defeated by the Meccans the following year at the Battle of Uhud (in 
the year 625), the leaders among the Banu Nadir felt that this showed that Muhammad ( P ) did not 
have the favor of Allah after all. Thus, they increased in their quiet resistance to Islam. A delegation 
of forty men led by a chief of the Banu Nadir, Ka'b ibn Ashraf, traveled to Mecca and pledged 
support to the pagans in their fight against Islam. 

When they retuned to Medina, they began to make secret pledges of support with some 
factions of hypocrites within the city, even extracting a promise from ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy that if 
they fought the Muslims, then Ibn Ubayy's men would back them up - and even share their fate if 
their side lost. (The Meccans had also written a similar threatening letter to Ibn Ubayy to force his 
support.) 

Eventually, the Banu Nadir faction resolved to assassinate the Prophet. They asked the Prophet 
to come with thirty followers - and they would join him with thirty followers of their own - to hold a 
summit meeting. When the meeting was underway, some of the rabbis, realizing that Muhammad's 
( P ) followers were fervent enough to fight to the death, reconsidered attacking him there. Thus, 
one of them told Muhammad, ( P ) “How can we come to an agreement when we're a mass of sixty 
men? Come and visit us with three of your men, and we'll bring three of our good people. If any of 
them believe in you, at least one of us will have believed in you.” 
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When the time for the next meeting was at hand, three Jewish men with swords awaited to 
ambush the Prophet. A Jewish woman of the Banu Nadir, whose own son had converted to Islam, 
warned her son of the plot to kill the Prophet, and he went to the Prophet right away with the 
news. The Prophet refrained from attending that meeting and took to avoiding the neighborhood 
of the Banu Nadir. It is reported that the Prophet publicly called to be 'relieved' of Ka'b ibn Ashraf 
and his plotting and propagandizing, and he was killed in a clandestine ambush by one of the 
companions a short time later. 

Eventually, the Prophet would have to pay a visit to the Banu Nadirs district, and here is the 
background for that story. A man named 'Amr ibn Umayyah Damuri had survived a massacre in 
which almost seventy of the Prophet's missionaries had been ambushed and killed, despite 
promises of safe passage from an ostensibly sincere tribe that was secretly allied to the Meccans. 

On his way back to Medina with the grim news, 'Amr, who was the sole survivor, encountered two 
pagans and attacked them, thinking they had been involved in the massacre. 

When he finally returned to the city, he found out that the two men were not a part of the 
ambush and that their tribe was allied to both the Muslims and the Banu Nadir. The Prophet then 
ordered blood-money to be collected to compensate the victims' families for the unintended loss of 
their two men, and he also went to pay a visit to the district of the Banu Nadir to collect money 
from them for the same purpose, as they were supposed to pay according to their contract. 

Apparently, the men who received the Prophet and his companions asked him to sit in the shade 
of a wall and wait for them to meet with him. A young Jewish man named 'Umar ibn Jahash was 
tapped by the Jewish elders to drop a heavy stone from the roof in an attempt to kill the Prophet, 
but the Prophet noticed the activity from above and quickly retreated with his followers back into 
the Muslim district of the city. Thereupon, the Prophet called for his followers to arm themselves, 
and they went to the fortress complex of the Banu Nadir and besieged it. 

The Prophet ordered them to leave Medina within ten days, or he would attack. The Banu Nadir 
sent a desperate message to 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy to reinforce them, but he remained in his own 
neighborhood and forsook them. (Not even their Jewish cousins, the Banu Qurayzah, came to their 
aid, preferring to sign a renewed mutual security agreement with Muhammad.) 

The clever men of the Banu Nadir held out for about fifteen days by raining arrows down upon 
the Muslims to keep them away. Finally, after a spirited defense of their position, they saw the 
Muslims uprooting some of their precious orchards, and they quickly lost the will to fight. 

Eventually the pressure of the siege forced the Banu Nadir to sue for peace. Trusting in 
Muhammad's lenient reputation, they surrendered some days later, and he gave them quite 
generous terms, considering what they tried to do to him. 

The tribe was ordered to leave Medina because of their betrayal of the treaty. Yet, they would 
have the originally ordered ten days to pack, and they could take whatever they could load onto 
their camels. Before they left, the Banu Nadir practically demolished their homes to keep the 
Muslims from enjoying them. Most of the tribe then moved to Syria, though a remnant went to a 
Jewish settlement named Khaybar far to the north. (From there they would later seek revenge by 
creating an alliance of pagans together to surround the city of Medina!) 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


A„ things within the heavens and on 
the earth glorify Allah. He's the Powerful 
and the Wise, m 

He's the One Who drove the faithless 
from among the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation away from their homes - even 
at the first gathering (for battle)! 


You never thought (the Banu Nadir) 
would leave, even as they thought their 
fortresses could stand against Allah. 



Then Allah came upon them from 
every direction and from where they least 
expected! He cast fear into their hearts, 
causing them to destroy their homes with 
their own hands - (even helping) the 
believers efforts in the process! You who 
have eyes to see, take heed, pi 


If Allah had not already decreed their 
exile, He would've certainly imposed 
upon them far greater punishment in this 
world, though the punishment of the Fire 
awaits them in the next life, m 

That's because they opposed Allah and 
His Messenger, and anyone who opposes 
Allah (should know) that Allah is severe in 
retribution, w 

Whether you had cut the palm trees or 
let them stand firmly, it was all by the will 
of Allah, (though He commanded them 
to be cut) so that the rebels could be 
disgraced, isi 

(The property) that Allah (removed 
from their control) and transferred to His 
Messenger required no expedition of 
cavalry or camelry on your part, for Allah 
grants His messengers power over 
whomever He wants, for Allah has power 
over all things, ra 

Whatever (property) Allah transferred 
to His Messenger from the people of the 
(Banu Nadir and their) settlement belongs 
to Allah and His Messenger and to 
relatives, to orphans, to the needy and to 
travelers, so that the money doesn't 
remain circulating among the wealthy 
alone. 
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So take what the Messenger gives out 
for you, and refrain from what he 
withholds from you. Be mindful of Allah, 
for Allah is severe in retribution, m 



(Also distribute something) to the poor 
refugees (from Mecca) who were driven 
from their homes and deprived of their 
properties in their pursuit of the grace 
and pleasure of Allah, and also because 
they were helping Allah and His 
Messenger. They were sincere (in their 
intentions), m 

Don't be Jealous 

of the Fortunes of Others 


Background Info... first part v. 9 

After the Banu Nadir left Medina and 
headed northwards, the Prophet gave a 
speech about the distribution of the 
lands they left behind to the gathered 
throngs of jubilant (and expectant) 
believers. 

He told the crowd, which was made 
up mostly of Helpers (natives of Medina 
who took in the Meccan refugees), 
“Allah has granted you the wealth of the 
Banu Nadir. 


“If you like, I will divide the wealth 
among the Immigrants and Helpers 
equally, and the Immigrants will continue 
to live in the homes of the Helpers, or if 
you like, the wealth can be distributed 
among the homeless Immigrants, and 
they can thus move out of your homes 
and into their own new ones.” 

The Helpers generously deferred all 
the wealth to the Immigrants, who were 
thus able to establish themselves in the 
city in their own homes. (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


Those who already had homes here 
(in Medina) and who believed (in Islam), 
extended their heartfelt hospitality to 
those (Meccan refugees) who came to 
them seeking a safe haven. They're not 
inwardly jealous of the portions (that the 
refugees) are receiving. 


Background Info... Second part v. 9-10 

The Prophet sent a hungry Immigrant 
to a Helper's house for a meal. (The 
Prophet had first asked his own wives if 
they had any food for the man, and they 
had nothing in their apartments except 
water!) 

The Helper who volunteered to feed 
the Immigrant went inside his home and 
asked his wife if there was any food in 
the house. She answered that there was 
only enough for the children. 

So he asked her to blow out the lamp 
in their room and put the children to bed. 
Then he invited the Immigrant in and fed 
the food to his visitor. 

When the Prophet heard about this, 
he told the Helper that the (angels) in 
the sky were astonished at what he had 
done. 
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Then the second half of this verse 
along with verse ten was revealed for 
him. (Bukhari, Muslim ) 


And even though they might be needy 
themselves, they give preference to 
others first. Whoever is saved from the 
greed of his own soul will be successful, pi 

Those (believers) who came after them 
said," Our Lord, forgive us and our 
brothers (in faith) who came before us. 
Don't let any malice against other 
believers take root within our hearts, for 
You are, Our Lord, kind and merciful." no] 

An Unholy Alliance 

Haven't you noticed how the 
hypocrites behave towards their 
'brothers' among the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation? 

(They conspired with them), saying, "If 
you're banished (for breaking your treaty 
with the Muslims), then we’ll all go into 
exile together. We'll never listen to 
anyone else ever. If war is waged against 
you, then we'll come to your aid." 

Allah is a witness that they're all liars, 
for if the (Banu Nadir) are banished, (the 
hypocrites) would never follow them, and 
if war is made, (the hypocrites) would 
never help them. 


If a (few of them) did, then they would 
turn back (in cowardice) and find no one 
to help them themselves! m 12] 

For sure, you're stronger than they are, 
for their minds are afflicted with dread 
from Allah! That's because they're a 
people who lack understanding, rui 

They'll never fight you in united front, 
except from behind fortified areas or 
mighty ramparts, and even though their 
bravado might make it seem as if they're 
strong and united, in reality they're hearts 
are divided, for they're a people devoid 
of sense, imj 



They're like those nearby (Jews of the 
Banu Qaynuqa) who felt the results of 
their affair. 

They're going to have a painful 
punishment (in the afterlife), as well, usj 

Their (friends fooled them) just like 
Shaytan does when he entices human 
beings, saying, "Hide (the truth)!" 

However, as soon as someone tries to 
cover up (his natural belief in Allah and 
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suffers His wrath,) Shaytan shouts, "I'm 
not responsible for you. I fear Allah, the 
Lord of All the Worlds!" usi 

In the end, they'll both be in the Fire, 
and they're going to remain within, for 
that's the reward of the wrongdoers. [i7] 

Mind Your Real 
Investment Returns 

you who believe! Be mindful (of 
Allah), and let every soul consider what it 
has invested for the future. Be mindful 
(of Allah), for Allah is well-informed of all 
that you do. usi 

Don't be like those who forgot about 
Allah, for Allah then allowed them to 
forget (what was best) for their own souls. 
They're truly the disobedient ones, nsi 

The companions of the Fire can never 
be (thought of as) equal to the 
companions of the Garden, because only 
the companions of the Garden will 
achieve complete bliss, uoi 



If We had sent this Qur'an down upon 
a mountain, you would've seen it humble 
itself and break apart for fear of Allah. 


These are the kinds of examples We 
lay out for people, so they can use their 
reason, pi] 

A Song of Praise 

He is Allah, before Whom 
there are no others. 

He knows what's beyond seeing 
and also what's plainly seen. 

He's the Compassionate, 
the Merciful! 122] 

He is Allah, 
before Whom 
there are no others: 

the Master, the Holy, 
the Source of Peace, 
the Guardian of Faith, 
the Protector, the Powerful, 
the Compeller, the Majestic. 

Glory be to Allah! He’s far above 
what they attribute to Him. [231 

He is Allah, the Creator, 
the Evolver, the Fashioner. 

The most beautiful names are His. 

All things within the heavens 
and the earth declare His praise, 
for He is the Powerful, and the Wise. [ 24 ] 
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She Who is Interviewed 

60 Al Mumtahinah 
Middle to Late Medinan Period 


3 * Introduction 

This chapter was revealed just after the Meccans had broken the terms of the Treaty of 
Hudaybiyyah, and just before the Prophet led an army to Mecca to force its surrender. It reminds 
the community about the need for group loyalty and warns them of the cruelty they would suffer if 
the pagans ever had power over them. It also offers the idea that enemies may one day be friends, 
so believers must not go to extremes in their battles against their opponents. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. i 

Some time after the Battle of Badr 
but before the Conquest of Mecca, a 
pagan woman from Mecca named Sarah, 
who had been an entertainer, entered 
Medina and asked the Prophet to show 
her mercy due to her being a member of 
his tribe. Even though she did not 
convert to Islam, the Prophet allowed 
her to stay in Medina. 

Later on, after the Meccans violated 
the terms of the treaty of Hudaybiyyah, 
and while the Prophet was making 
preparations to march on the city, a 
concerned Immigrant Muslim named 
Hatib ibn Abi Balta’a was afraid for his 
relatives in Mecca, for they were not 
members of the tribe of Quraysh but 
were from another smaller tribe. 

He thought that he should warn them 
so Hatib hired Sarah to carry a secret 
letter to Mecca, warning the Quraysh of 
the Prophet's arrival, in the hopes of 
getting them to look after his non- 
Qurayshi relatives. 


The Prophet learned of this scheme 
and sent some of his followers to find 
Sarah. They found her and took the 
letter. The Prophet forgave Hatib 
because he had served in the Battle of 
Badr. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


All you who believe! Don't take our 
mutual enemies for best friends. You're 
friendly towards them, even though 
they're denying the truth that's come to 
you. 

They drove you and the Messenger 
(out of Mecca) only because you believed 
in your Lord Allah. 

If you've really committed yourselves 
to struggle in My cause and to seek My 
pleasure, then don't secretly build bonds 
of friendship with them, for I know what 
you conceal and what you reveal. 
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Whoever among you disobeys Me, 
then he has strayed far from the way. m 

Why Support Those 
Who Would Ruin You? 


Background Info... v. 2-3 

This passage is a reminder to Hatib 
and others like him, who thought he 
might tell Allah on Judgment Day that he 
did what he did for the sake of his 
relatives and children. He didn’t realize 
that the Meccans were not true to their 
word and that if they felt they could get 
away with it or get some gain from it, 
they would kill his relatives, as well. 

(Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


they were ever to gain an advantage 
over you, they would treat you like 
enemies - harming you with their hands 
and tongues in their relentless efforts to 
destroy your faith, ra 

(And if you were then to reject your 
faith), neither your relatives nor your 
children would be of any use to you on 
the Day of Assembly when He will judge 
between you, and Allah is watching 
everything you do. pi 

Be Firm and be Open 
at the Same Time 

There' s an excellent example for you 
that can be found in (the life of) Abraham 
and his (followers) when he declared to 
his people, "We're not going to have 


anything more to do with you or the idols 
you worship in place of Allah. We reject 
your (traditions)! 

"Never again shall there be any 
friendship or family ties between us and 
you until you believe in the One God." 



However, (it wasn't an appropriate act) 
when Abraham said to his father, "I'm 
going to ask forgiveness for you, but it's 
not in my power to obtain anything from 
Allah on your behalf." 

(Abraham later realized his error and 
prayed): 

“Our Lord, we place our trust in You, 
and we repent to You, for our final end is 
with You. Hi 

"Our Lord, don't make us a test for the 
faithless; rather, forgive us (our 
shortcomings), for You are the Powerful 
and the Wise ."pi 

Thus, in their example there is a fine 
pattern for you to emulate - for anyone 
who hopes in Allah and the Last Day. 
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However, if anyone turns away, (know 
that) Allah is the Self-sufficient and is 
Worthy of All Praise. [6] 


Background Info... v. 7-9 

A'ishah asked the Prophet about the 
lawfulness of keeping good relations 
with non-Muslim relatives. Verses 7-9 
were revealed allowing believers to have 
good relations with their non-Muslim 
family members, just as long as those 
relatives were not enemies of Islam. 

(Ibn Kathir ) 


It just may be that Allah will create 
love between you and your enemies, for 
Allah is capable enough (to bring that 
about), and Allah is forgiving and 
merciful, m 




Allah doesn't forbid you from being 
kind and fair to those who don't fight you 
because of your beliefs or drive you from 

your homes, for Allah loves the tolerant. 

18] 


Allah only forbids you from having 
relationships with those who fought you 
for your faith and drove you from your 
homes or aided in your exile. Whoever 


befriends one of these, then they're 
wrongdoers, pj 

On Women who Join 
or Leave the Community 


Background Info... v. 10-12 

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah said (very 
unfairly) that the Muslims had to return 
back to Mecca any man from there who 
joined Islam afterwards, (if the Meccans 
demanded it). 

This was a hard test for the Muslims, 
and even at the very moment of signing 
the treaty, the Prophet was forced to 
surrender a Meccan convert named Abu 
Jundal, who had escaped his tormentors 
and begged the Prophet's protection. 

Abu Jundal was taken into custody by 
the Meccans, but he escaped again and 
this time fled to the hills. In time, he 
came to lead a growing band of other 
Meccan converts, living as bandits, 
attacking Meccan caravans of their own 
accord. 

Eventually, the Meccans dropped 
their insistence on the return of their 
own family members, and these 
‘warriors of the hills' were allowed to 
enter Medina. 

Women who wanted to convert, 
however, left straight for the sanctuary 
of Medina. One such woman named 
Umm Kulthum bint ‘Uqbah fled to join 
the Muslims (along with her two 
brothers). 

When her pagan relatives came after 
her and demanded the Prophet return all 
three of them, the Prophet pointed out 
that the treaty said, “... any Meccan 
man...'' 


708 









Then this passage was revealed, and 
the Prophet said that no woman who 
wanted to join the Muslims would be 
returned, though he returned the two 
brothers regretfully. (Asbab ul-Nuzul, Ma'ariful 
Qur'an ) 


An you who believe! When 
believing women come to you as 
refugees (from enemy territory), interview 
them to establish the truth of their 
convictions, although Allah knows best 
their true level of faith. 

If you determine that they're sincere 
believers, then don't send them back to 
the faithless. 



(Believing women) are no longer 
legitimate for them (as wives,) even as 
(idol-worshippers) are no longer 
legitimate (as husbands for women of 
faith). 

Pay back (the idol-worshippers) for 
what they spent (on their marriage gifts 
to the women who have now deserted 
them). Then there will be no blame if you 
(believing men seek to) marry (such 
women) after offering them a marriage 
gift. 


There is no Legal 

Marriage with an Idol-Worshipper 

A s for any women (who are idol- 
worshippers, they're no longer your 
responsibility), so don't play host to them. 

Ask for the dowry you gave to them 
from (the idol-worshippers), even as they 
may seek what they spent (on the women 
joining you). 

This is the law of Allah and His 
judgment between you. Allah is full of 
knowledge and wisdom, noi 

Compensating the Enemy for 
Women who Join You 

any of your wives abandon you to 
be among the faithless, and (one of their 
women chooses to be among you) in 
exchange, (even though this cancels out 
the obligation of both communities), still 
compensate (the deserted husband) with 
the value of his (marriage gift) that he 
had spent. Be mindful of Allah, the One 
in Whom you've believed, uu 

O Prophet, when believing women 
come to you and swear this promise of 
loyalty, that they: 

. Won’t serve anything other than Allah. 
. That they won’t steal. 

. That they won’t commit adultery. 
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That they won't kill their (newborn) Then accept their allegiance and pray 

children. to Allah f° r t * ie ' r forgiveness, for Allah is 

, , forgiving and merciful, m 

That they won t produce any lie that 


they’ve invented between their hands 
or feet. 

Or disobey you in any good act. 



Don't Betray Your Own Cause 


Background Info... v. 13 

Some very poor Muslims were selling 
information on events within the Muslim 
community to some local Jews who paid 
them for the intelligence-gathering. This 
verse was revealed, forbidding contact 
with those Jews who were encouraging 
this trade. (Asb ab ul-Nuzul) 


you who believe! Don't take (for 
friends) people upon whom is the wrath 
of Allah. They've already lost all hope of 
the next life, even as the faithless have 
lost all hope of ever seeing their buried 
(ancestors) again, m 
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The Formations 

61 As-Saff 

Early Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter opens with a reference to the failure of some of Muhammad’s ( P ) followers to obey 
orders during the Battle of Uhud. Of fifty archers he had placed on a hill to guard his rear position, 
nearly all of them abandoned their posts to collect the goods the pagans of Mecca dropped when 
they were fleeing the battlefield in confusion. (The few who had remained at their post were 
overwhelmed by the advancing Meccan cavalry.) 

This violation of orders allowed the Meccan cavalry to counterattack and turn the tide against 
the Muslims, who were nearly crushed in defeat. Only a spirited defense saved the Muslims from 
being annihilated in the fearsome melee that followed. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


An things within the heavens and 
the earth reflect the glory of Allah, for He 
is the Powerful and the Wise. 

All you who (claim) to believe! Why 
do you say what you don't do? It's 
terrible in Allah's sight to say what you 
don't do. [i-3] 



brick wall, (rather than those who disobey 
orders), w 

Remember when Moses said to his 
people, "My people! Why are you 
causing me so much grief when you 
know that I'm the Messenger of Allah 
sent to you?" 

When they wavered (from their duty), 
Allah allowed their hearts to waver even 
further, for Allah doesn't guide rebellious 
people. [5] 

Remember that Jesus, the son of Mary, 
(also faced a similar challenge) when he 
announced, “Children of Israel! I'm the 
Messenger of Allah sent to you. 


Allah loves those who struggle in His 
cause in straight lines, as if they were a 
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"I confirm the truth of the Torah that 
came before me, and I bring you the 
good news of a messenger who will come 
after me, whose name will mean 'praise'." 

However, when (the foretold prophet) 
came to them with clear evidence (of the 
truth), they scoffed," This (message he 
brings) is obviously some kind of magic!" 

t6| 

Who's more corrupt than the one who 
invents such lies against Allah, especially 
when he's only being called to surrender 
his will (to Allah)? Allah doesn't guide 
corrupt people, m 

They want to dim the light of Allah 
with their mouths (by attacking His 
revelations), though Allah will spread His 
light fully, no matter how much the 
faithless may hate it. m 

He's the One Who sent His Messenger 
with guidance and the way of truth, so 
that he could proclaim it over all (other) 
ways of life, no matter how much the 
idol-worshippers may hate it. m 

The Cause of Allah 

An you who believe! Shall I lead you 
to a bargain that will save you from a 
painful punishment? hoi 

Just believe in Allah and His 
Messenger; then struggle in the cause of 
Allah with your wealth and your lives. 


That's the best (deal) for you if you only 
knew! tm 



He'll forgive you your sins and admit 
you to gardens beneath which rivers flow 
and to stunning mansions in beautiful 
gardens of eternity. That's the greatest 
success! 1121 

He'll also grant you something else 
you ardently desire: help from Allah and a 
swift victory. So then announce the good 
news to all who believe! ti3i 

All you who believe! Be disciples in 
the cause of Allah, even as Jesus, the son 
of Mary, called for disciples, saying, "Who 
will help me (to call the people to) Allah?" 

Then the disciples (joined him and) 
declared," We shall help you (call the 
people to) Allah." 

It just so happened that some of the 
Children of Israel believed, while others 
rejected, but We reinforced the believers 
against their enemies, and they ultimately 
prevailed, imj 
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The Congregation 

62 Al jumu'ah 
Mixed Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

The first eight verses of this chapter were sent down in approximately the year 628 after the 
Muslims forced the capitulation of the northern Jewish settlement of Khaybar. A remnant of the 
exiled Banu Nadir, who had settled there among their cousins, were responsible for assembling the 
Grand Alliance of Jews, Meccans and bedouin pagans that had threatened the very existence of the 
Muslim community during the Great Siege of Medina the prior year. (The Jews of Khaybar were 
allowed to remain in their settlement, but they had to pay an annual tribute.) The remaining verses 
were revealed earlier, perhaps in the first year or two after the migration, and cover a real incident 
that tested the faithfulness of the believers. 

Salman al-Farsi, a Persian convert to Islam, was sitting with the Prophet in a gathering when the 
first eight verses of this chapter were revealed. When the Prophet reached verse three, Salman 
asked excitedly, “Messenger of Allah! Who are the (people of the other nations who will accept 
Islam)?” The Prophet remained silent, and Salman asked the same question again. Then the 
Prophet placed his hand on Salman’s shoulder and told the people, “Even if faith were as far away 
as the highest stars in the sky, still some of these (Persians) would have accepted it.” (Bukhari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




things within the heavens and on 
the earth reflect the glory of Allah. He's 
the King, the Holy, the Powerful and the 
Wise. ED 

He's the One Who raised a messenger 
from an unschooled nation - a messenger 
from among their own kind to recite 
revealed verses from Him, to reform 
them, to teach them the scripture and to 
give them wisdom, for they lived in 
obvious error before. [2j 


(He wants them to spread this 
message) from themselves to others 
among them who haven't joined them 
yet, for He is Powerful and Wise. [ 3 ] 



That's the favor of Allah that He gives 
to whomever He wills, and Allah is a 
master at bestowing great favor. [ 4 ] 
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The Importance of Friday Prayer 



The example of those who were given 
the Torah before, but who then failed in 
their duty, is like that of a donkey that 
carries a load of books, (oblivious to the 
value of what it bears). What a 
disgraceful metaphor for a nation that 
denied the signs of Allah! Allah doesn't 
guide corrupted nations, tsj 

Tell them, "Allyou who follow (the 
religion of) Judaism! If you claim to be 
the chosen allies of Allah to the exclusion 
of all other people, then wish for death 
(so you can go to Heaven straight away), 
that is if you're speaking the truth!" m 

However, they would never wish for 
death on account of what their hands 
have sent ahead of them (for Judgment 
Day), and Allah knows who the 
wrongdoers are. pi 

So say to them," The death you so 
ardently avoid will surely overtake you! 
Then you'll go back to the One Who 
knows everything that's beyond 
perception, as well as everything that's in 
plain sight. Then He’ll show you (the real 
meaning) of everything you did." pi 


Background Info... v. 9 

The Prophet heard a rushing sound 
behind him while he was leading the 
congregation in prayer during one Friday 
service. After the prayer had ended, he 
asked about it and was told that some 
people had rushed in to catch the prayer. 

The Prophet asked them, “What’s the 
matter with you?” because the rushing 
of those people disturbed everyone. The 
people who came late replied, “We were 
moving along without delay to prayer,” 
citing this verse. 

The Prophet said, “Don’t do it like 
that. When you come for prayer, you 
should be calm and peaceful. Pray 
whatever remains of the prayer, and 
complete what you missed.” (Muslim) 

He also said, “When you come to 
attend the prayer, don’t come in a rush, 
but rather come to it while walking at 
ease and gracefully.” (Muslim) 


An you who believe! When the call 
for Friday prayer is proclaimed, move 
along without delay to the remembrance 
of Allah, and leave off your business. 
That's the best thing for you if you only 
knew, pi 
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When the prayer is completed, you 
may again disperse throughout the land 
and seek the bounty of Allah. Remember 

Allah a lot so that you may be successful. 

[ 10 ] 

Don’t be Distracted 

from Prayer by Worldly Events 



Background Info... v. 11 

The Prophet was giving a Friday 
congregational sermon when the sound 
of drums beating in the street was 
Suddenly heard. (This was how new caravan 
arrivals were announced in Medina.) 

Then someone said that a new 
caravan from Syria, loaded full of 
foodstuffs for sale, had arrived in town. 
There had been a food shortage in the 
city for some time, so everyone in the 
congregation (except for twelve men) 
got up and left the masjid, leaving the 
stunned Prophet in the middle of his 
sermon. 

This verse was revealed to scold 
those who forgot their duty to Allah and 
left a holy act only for the sake of 
shopping, which they could have done 
afterwards. ( Bukhari , Mus/im) 


Yet, even still when they see a 
chance to make a deal or have some fun, 
they run straight towards it, leaving you 
standing there (alone in the masjid)! 

Say to them, "Whatyou can get from 
Allah is far better than any entertainment 
or bargain, for Allah is the best provider 
of all." [ii] 
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The Hypocrites 

63 Al Mundfiqiin 
Early Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed about the problems caused by the hypocrite, 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, and his 
followers. Ibn Ubayy had already begun plotting against the Prophet from his earliest arrival in Medina, 
and he looked for every opportunity to sabotage Islam wherever he could. 

On the journey back from an expedition against a hostile tribe, and while the Muslim force was 
encamped, an argument broke out between an Immigrant named Jahjah and a Medinan convert named 
Sinan ibn Wabrah over whose camel could drink from a well first. The Immigrant hit Sinan and nearly 
broke his jaw. Some nearby men then began to square off with each other based on their tribal loyalties, 
and it was only the well-timed intervention of the Prophet that prevented a full-scale brawl. He even told 
the men that their calls to tribal loyalty were disgusting and that they should give up tribal loyalty as the 
basis of their allegiance. The original two combatants were also reconciled, though 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy 
got angry about the whole affair and looked for an opportunity to cause more trouble like that. 

The next evening, while the men were again making camp for the night, Ibn Ubayy approached a 
gathering of Medinan Muslims and said, "What have you done to yourselves? You let them settle in your 
land and shared your resources with them. By Allah, if you abandon them, then they'll have to leave and 
settle in another land.” He even suggested that through this tactic they might be able "to throw the 
beggars,” i.e., the Muslims from Mecca, out of their city. He also insulted the Prophet and called him 
low-class. 

One of the Prophet's young companions, Zayd ibn Arqam, heard what Ibn Ubayy said and went to the 
Prophet to tell him what was happening. 'Umar ibn al-Khattab was upset at the news and asked the 
Prophet for permission to kill Ibn Ubayy for slander and inciting division. However, the Prophet said, 
"'Umar, what if people started saying that Muhammad kills his companions? No. Just order the people 
to start the journey (back to Medina).” 

When Ibn Ubayy found out that the Prophet knew about what he had said, he went to him and 
denied it, claiming that the informant, who was merely a teenager, must have misheard what he said. 

The Prophet seemed to be convinced by Ibn Ubayy's denial, and this crushed Zayd's spirit, though he said 
nothing in his defense. The next day the Prophet ordered the expedition to move again, but at an odd 
time, and so a man went to the Prophet to ask him about it. The Prophet explained that Ibn Ubayy 
wanted to raise his hand against him. The man, a native of Medina, begged the Prophet to be 
understanding with Ibn Ubayy, because the people of his city were about to make him their king before 
the arrival of the Muslims, and he was sore about it. 

Before the expedition reentered Medina, however, Ibn Ubayy's own son, a man also named 
‘Abdullah, stopped his father's camel and refused to let it move until his father apologized for insulting 
the Prophet. Ibn Ubayy finally relented, and the Prophet asked 'Abdullah to let his father enter the city. 
(Ma'ariful Qur'an) Shortly after the Prophet and his men returned to Medina, this chapter began to be 
revealed. The Prophet soon sent for Zayd and told him that Allah confirmed that what Zayd had said was 
true. (Ibn Hisham, Bukhari) 
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In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-4 

Before every Friday sermon, the known 
hypocrite, 'Abdullah ibn Ubayy, always 
stood up to speak. No one opposed him 
because he was a chief. He would praise the 
Prophet profusely and exhort everyone to 
follow him, even though behind the scenes 
he would work against the Muslims. 

Even the day after the Battle of Uhud, 
when he took three hundred of his followers 
back home, abandoning the outnumbered 
Muslims on the eve of battle, he tried to do 
the same thing, but the people near him 
took hold of his robe and tried to make him 
sit down, saying he wasn't worthy to stand 
after he did what he did. Ibn Ubayy stormed 
angrily out of the masjid, and some of the 
Helpers met him by the gate. 

Ibn Ubayy said, "I just stood up to 
support him, and some men, his 
companions, jumped at me, pulled me back 
and admonished me, as if I had said 
something so terrible. I just wanted to 
support him." 

The people near him said, "You're 
doomed! Go back so that the Messenger of 
Allah will ask Allah to forgive you." Ibn 
Ubayy said, "By Allah, I don't want him to 
ask Allah to forgive me." This passage was 
revealed shortly thereafter, (ibn Hisham ) 


en the hypocrites come to you, 
(Muhammad,) they clamor, "We declare 
that you are truly the Messenger of Allah 
but Allah already knows that you're His 
Messenger, even as He affirms that the 
hypocrites are a bunch of liars. [ij 


They use their public affirmations to 
disguise (their evil intentions), and that's 
how they obstruct others from the path 
of Allah. How evil are their actions! m 

That's because even though they once 
had faith, they later renounced it, and 
thus a seal was placed upon their hearts, 
so that they understand nothing, pj 



When you look at them, their 
appearance impresses you, and when 
they speak, their influence inclines you to 
listen. 

Yet, even though they (seem 
confident), they're as weak as propped up 
sticks - and they're constantly paranoid of 
being accusedl 

They're the (real) enemies (of faith), so 
watch out for them. Allah's curse be 



717 









upon them for their careless attitude 
(towards the truth)! m 

The Boldness of the Arrogant 


Background Info... v. 5-6 

After ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy refused to go 
back to the Prophet and repent, despite the 
insistent urging of so many of his fellows, this 
passage was revealed. (Asbab ui-Nuzui) 


en they're told, "Come, let the 
Messenger of Allah pray for your 
forgiveness," you see them turning their 
heads aside and slipping away arrogantly. 

[ 5 ] 

It's all the same whether you pray for 
their forgiveness or not; Allah won't 
forgive them, for Allah doesn't guide the 
rebellious. ( 6 ] 


To Allah belongs the treasures of the 
heavens and the earth, even though the 
hypocrites don't realize it. m 

(Now during the return journey from 
the campaign against the Banu Mustaliq), 
they're saying (to each other), "When we 
get back to the city, the affluent will throw 
those beggars out!" 




Withholding Support 
for Allah's Cause 


Background Info... v. 7-8 

‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy counseled anyone who 
would listen to him not to give financial support 
to Muhammad or to any Muslim, under the 
hope that economic pressure would force the 
destitute Muslims to either abandon 
Muhammad or leave the city. His quotes are in 
these verses. (Asbab ui-Nuzui) 


're the ones who say to each 
other, "Don't spend your money on any (of 
the followers) of the Messenger of Allah, 
for perhaps (one day) they'll leave (him).” 


(Well, they should know that) 
affluence belongs only to Allah, His 
Messenger and the faithful, though the 
hypocrites don't know it. m 

Don't Let Worldly Concerns 
Overtake You 

you who believe! Don't let your 
money or your children distract you from 
remembering Allah, for anyone who 
allows that to happen will be losers (in 
the end), pi 

Spend something (in charity) out of 
what We've supplied to you before death 
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should come upon one of you, and he 
cries out, "My Lord! Why didn't you give 
me a little more time? I would've given 
(much more) in charity, and I would’ve 
been with the righteous!" noi 


However, no soul will receive from 
Allah any more time when its deadline 
has come, and Allah is well-informed of 
what you're doing, tm 
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Varied Fortune 

64 Al Taghdbun 
Early Medinan Period 


3 * Introduction 

This is something of a transitional chapter that was revealed just after the migration to Medina 
in the year 622. For this reason, it resembles a Meccan chapter in its subject matter, though its 
addressing of hardships in verses 11-18 shows that its ultimate purpose was to provide the 
desperate Muslim refugees with some words of advice on how to view their plight and also on how 
to rise above it. It cannot be overappreciated how difficult it is for people to leave their homes and 
cities under a barrage of persecution, and it was extremely arduous and stressful upon the Muslim 
faithful. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




atever is within the heavens and 
on earth reflects the glory of Allah. All 
dominion and praise belong to Him, and 
He has power over all things, m 

He's the One Who created you, and 
among you are some who reject (Allah) 
and some who believe. Allah is watching 
whatever you do. pi 

He created the heavens and the earth 
for a true purpose. He crafted you, and 
you've been crafted well, and to Him is 
the journey's end. pi 

He knows what's in the heavens and 
on the earth, and He knows what you 
hide and what you show, for Allah knows 
the secrets of the heart, hj 


Haven't you encountered the tales of 
all the faithless (nations) who came 
before you? They suffered the 
consequences of their actions, and they're 
going to have a painful punishment, is) 

That's because whenever messengers 
went to them with clear evidence (of the 
truth, they scoffed at it), saying, "How can 
some regular person show us the way?" 
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So they rejected (the message) and 
turned away. Allah had no need of them, 
for Allah is self-sufficient and is already 
being praised. [ 6 ] 

Those who cover over (their awareness 
of Allah) assume that they're never going 
to be resurrected. 

Say to them, "For sure! By my Lord, 
you're going to be resurrected, and then 
you'll be made to understand (the 
meaning of) all that you did. That's easy 
for Allah to do." m 

So believe in Allah and His Messenger 
and in the light that We've sent down, for 
Allah is well-informed of everything you 

do. 1 8 ] 

The day when He gathers you all 
together for the Day of Gathering - that 
will be a day of varied fortune. Whoever 
believed in Allah and did what was 
morally right will have their faults erased 
by Him. 



He'll admit them into gardens beneath 
which rivers flow, and there they'll remain 
forever. That's the greatest success! w 

But those who rejected (the truth) and 
denied Our signs will be companions of 
the Fire, and that's where they're going to 
stay, and that's the worst of all 
destinations! no] 

How Should We Think 
about Life's Challenges? 

No catastrophe can ever happen 
except with Allah's permission. Whoever 
believes in Allah, He will then guide his 

heart, for Allah knows about everything. 

mi 


So obey Allah and obey His 
Messenger, though if anyone turns aside, 
Our Messenger's only duty is to convey 
(the message) clearly, (ui 

Allah: there is no god but He, 
and the faithful should trust in Allah! [uj 

Remain True to the Way 


Background Info... v. 14-16 

This passage was revealed about 
people who converted to Islam in Mecca 
and who wanted to migrate to Medina, 
but their unconverted wives or husbands 
and children refused to go with them, 
and so the converts stayed in Mecca. 
Later on, when they finally did migrate 
with their families, they found that those 
who had arrived before them had gained 
much more knowledge of the religion. 
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Such people then spent much more 
of their time in the masjid or doing 
charity or other good deeds. Their 
families would then scold them, 
complain and make them feel guilty for 
going out and learning, preaching, 
teaching, etc. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 

Some commentators say this verse is 
specifically about the case of a 
companion named ‘Auf ibn Malik Ashja'i, 
who always volunteered whenever there 
was a call to arms. His wife and children 
would complain to him, saying, “And in 
whose care are you going to leave us?” 

( Ma’ariful Qur'an ) 

The Muslims are asked to be patient 
and to forgive their families, however, 
for perhaps their fears are real to them. 
In a wider sense, this is general advice to 
be patient with one's family when they 
seem to be less than supportive. It may 
be just a test for us to see if we are truly 
patient and wise. 


A„ you who believe! There are 
potential adversaries for you among your 
spouses and children, so watch out! 


However, if you overlook (their faults), 
gloss over (their shortcomings) and 
forgive them, (know that) Allah is 
forgiving and merciful, m 

Your wealth and your children may be 
a test for you, but the greatest reward is 
in Allah's presence! usi 

The Most Beautiful Loan 

I 3 e mindful (of your duty) to Allah to 
the best of your ability, listen and obey, 
and spend (in charity) for your own good. 
Whoever saves himself from the greed of 
his own soul will be victorious, usi 

If you lend a beautiful loan to Allah, 

He will double it (to your benefit) and 
forgive you (your sins), for Allah is 
appreciative and forbearing, ini 

He knows what's beyond perception, 
as well as what's plainly visible, (for He is) 
the Powerful and Wise, usi 


"SD 
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Divorce 

65 At-Taldq 

Middle Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed sometime after the rules about divorce were announced in chapter 
two. Marriage and divorce are facts of life. It happened that some divorces occurred in the 
community, most notably that of ‘Abdullah, the son of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, who divorced his wife 
while she was on her monthly. (It is forbidden to divorce women while they are in that state.) 

The Prophet ordered him to take her back and start the divorce process over again. In addition, 
some people were misunderstanding the divorce rules mentioned in chapter two, specifically in 
verses 228-234. This new chapter was sent as something of an add-on to further clarify and explain 
the rules governing marriage and divorce. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


O Prophet! When (any of you men) 
intend to divorce women, (you must) 
divorce them after their waiting periods 
(are complete) - and count them 
accurately. Be mindful of Allah, your 
Lord! 


(During the waiting period, men) must 
not drive (their wives) from their homes 
or (make them feel) they must leave, 
except in cases involving clear indecency. 

These are the rules set by Allah. 
Anyone who disregards the rules set by 
Allah brings harm only upon himself. You 
don't know if Allah might change your 
situation (for the better), m 


spouses) in fairness, or let them go in 
fairness. 

Choose two people among you who 
are known for their evenhandedness as 
witnesses, and present the case (to them, 
knowing that you are also) before Allah. 
This is how those who believe in Allah 
and the Last Day are instructed. 

Whoever is 
mindful of Allah 
will be shown a 
way out (of 
distress), pi and 
He'll provide for 
him from where 
he least expects it. 



Then, when they've fulfilled their 
appointed time, either retain (your 
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Whoever relies upon Allah (should 
know that) Allah is enough for him. Allah 
achieves His objective, and Allah has 
determined the course of all things. ® 

An Exemption on Clothing 
Restrictions for Elderly Women 


Background Info... v. 4-5 

Ubayy ibn K’ab said to the Prophet, 
“After the verses in the Chapter of the 
Cow concerning the waiting period were 
revealed, some people in Medina said 
that there were still some women whose 
waiting periods were not mentioned, 
specifically the old, the young and the 
pregnant (who might be left widows 
before their baby is born).” This passage 
was revealed in response. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


IMow as for those women who are 
too old to menstruate or who don't have 
it for other reasons, their waiting period, 
to dispel any doubts, is three months. 

Any woman who is pregnant will wait 
for the birth (of her child, and then her 
waiting period will end). Whoever is 
mindful of Allah (should know that) He 
will make his affair an easy one. w 

This is the command of Allah that He's 
sending down to you. Whoever is 
mindful of Allah will have his 
shortcomings erased and his reward 
increased, isi 


according to your financial ability, and 
don't harass them in the hopes of making 
their situation worse. If they're pregnant, 
then pay all their expenses until they give 
birth. 

Then afterwards, if they wean (the 
infant) by themselves, then compensate 
them, and consult with each other fairly 
(on issues related to the child). 

If (nursing the baby) is a hardship for 
(any of) you (women), then (the ex- 
husband must pay for) the child to be 
weaned by a wet-nurse, tei 


Let the wealthy spend according to his 
means, and let those of more modest 
means do likewise. 



Allah doesn't burden any soul beyond 
what He's given it (to work with), and 
Allah will soon make things easier, m 


Support (women in their waiting 
period) in your same standard of living, 
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Take the Lesson While You Can 

How many settlements rebelled 
against the command of their Lord and 
His messengers, (despite the fact) that We 
called them on it and thereafter punished 
them with unprecedented retribution? m 

They felt the serious consequences of 
their actions, and the final result of their 
efforts brought about their own fall, pi 

Allah has prepared a stern punishment 
for them, so be mindful of Allah, all you 
reasonable people who believe, for Allah 
has sent a reminder down to you: no] a 
messenger who recites the clearly evident 
verses of Allah, so he can lead the 
believers who do what's morally right 
from darkness into light. 

Whoever believes in Allah and does 
what's morally right will be admitted by 
Him into gardens beneath which rivers 


flow to live within forever, and Allah will 
give them an excellent share! rui 



V 


Allah is the One Who created the 
seven-layered skies and the similarly 
ordered (terrain of the) earth. 

Through them flows His command, so 
you can know that Allah has power over 
all things and that Allah has inclusive 
knowledge of everything. 1121 
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Prohibition 

66 At-Tahreem 
Middle Medinan Period 


^ Introduction 

The Prophet's beloved wife Khadijah had passed away in Mecca, and for while the Prophet lived 
alone. His companions urged him to marry again, and the Prophet did so and wound up marrying 
many poor widows but also some women who had influence with their tribes or clans. Most of 
those marriages happened after he and the Muslims moved to Medina. 

The wives of the Prophet are called the “Mothers of the Believers" because they were leaders in 
the community. Even though the wives of the Prophet were good examples for the believers to 
follow, they were still only human, and there were times when there was tension among the 
Prophet's wives, and sometimes the tension affected the Prophet. 

During one of those rare times, the Prophet felt like some of them were secretly talking about 
each other and even about him and this situation made the Prophet feel sad and frustrated. Each 
wife had her own apartment, and sometimes when the Prophet visited with one of them or another 
he would find tension and things that worried him. Angel Gabriel even told the Prophet about what 
was going on. 

The Prophet tried talking to his wives for a while, asking them to be nice to him and be sincere 
to Allah. When that didn't work, he moved out of his apartment and into the second floor 
apartment of one of his companions. He lived there for a month. 

This chapter was revealed to help the Prophet offer his wives a divorce if they wanted to leave 
him, and it promised them a good amount of money if they wanted to do that so they could make a 
decision not based on fears of being poor. None of the wives of the Prophet wanted to divorce 
him, so ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab went to the Prophet and asked him if he was planning to divorce his 
wives. The Prophet said that he was not, and harmony returned to his home life. (This entire episode is 
an example of the advice given in the Qur’an in verse 4:34.) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


CD Prophet! Why would you forbid 
yourself from something that Allah has 
allowed for you? 

Are you thinking that this is what you 
have to do to please your spouses? Allah 
is forgiving and merciful! m 


Allah has already given you a required 
method to cancel your (hasty) promises. 
Allah is the protector of you all, and He is 
the Knowing and the Wise. (21 

When the Prophet told something in 
confidence to one wife, she told it to 
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another, and Allah made this known to 
him. Then he had (to tell others about 
the matter), while leaving some of its 
(details) vague. 

When he confronted her (about her 
having told the secret), she exclaimed, 

* Who told you that (I told someone 
else)?" 

"I was informed," he said, "by the 
Knowing and the Well-Informed." [3] 

Both of you, (the wife who told the 
secret and the one to whom she told it), 
should turn to Allah in repentance, if your 
hearts lead you to do it. 

If you try to defend each other against 
(the Prophet, know that) his protector is 
Allah, even as is Gabriel, every righteous 
believer and the very angels themselves, 
who will all defend him. m 


* * m 
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(Wives of the Prophet), if he were to 
divorce you all, it just might be that Allah 
would provide him with wives who are 
much better than you, who are 
surrendered (to Allah), who believe, who 


are devout, penitent, dedicated to 
(Allah's) service and who are outgoing (in 
spreading the faith), whether previously 
married or not. is] 

Save Your Family 



An you who believe! Save 
yourselves and your families from a fire 
whose fuel is men and the stone (of 
idols), over which are appointed strict and 
severe angels who don't hesitate from 
thoroughly carrying out the commands 
they receive from Allah, and they do 
whatever they're commanded. | 6 ] 

(The angels will scold the inmates of 
Hell, saying,) "Allyou who covered over 
(your awareness of the truth)! Make no 
more excuses today! You're not being 
punished as much as you're being repaid 
for what you did!" [7] 

Be True to the Cause 

you who believe! Turn to Allah 
in repentance with sincere remorse. It 
may be that your Lord will erase some of 
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your sins and admit you into gardens 
beneath which rivers flow. 

On that day, Allah will shield the 
Prophet and the believers (who followed) 
him from any humiliation. 

The light (of their purity) will shine 
before them and from their right hands, 
and they will say: 



"Our Lord, perfect our light and 
forgive us, for You have power over all 
things." m 

O Prophet! Struggle hard against the 
faithless and the hypocrites; be firm 
against them, for their final home is in 
Hellfire, the worst destination! pi 


For the faithless, Allah points out the 
example of the wife of Noah and the wife 
of Lot. They were under (the care) of two 
of our righteous servants; yet, each 
betrayed (her husband). 

Their (association with their husbands) 
did them no good against Allah, for 
they're going to be told, "Enter the Fire 

along with all those who have to enter 1" 

[ 10 ] 

For the believers, Allah points out the 
example of Pharaoh's wife who had 
prayed, "My Lord, prepare for me a house 
in the Garden near to You. Save me from 
the (evil) deeds of (my husband), the 
pharaoh, and save me from the 
wrongdoers." mi 

(Yet another example) is that of Mary, 
daughter of (the house of) Amran, who 
guarded her chastity. We breathed Our 
spirit into her (womb), and she accepted 
the truth of her Lord's words and 
revelations, for she was among the ones 
who obey, ra 
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The Dominion 

67 Al Mulk 
aka Al-Waqiya 
Middle Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter is about the idol-worshippers who always bothered the Prophet and said bad things 
to him when he tried to preach in the public square of Mecca. Chapters like this are messages from 
Allah to tell the Prophet to stay strong and not to listen to the mean people. 

The Prophet said that this chapter was very important. He said, “There is a chapter in the Qur’an 
that has thirty verses and that will speak up for the one who recites it until he is forgiven. It starts 
with, ‘Blessed is the One in Whose hands... (Ahmad, Tirmidhi) The Prophet also said of this chapter, 
“It is my deepest wish that the chapter called the Dominion should be in the heart of every 
believer.” (ath-Tha’Iabi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Blessed is the One in Whose hands is 
all dominion. He has power over all 

things, in 

He's the One Who created death and 
life so He could test who among you is 
the best in their conduct, and He's the 

Powerful and Forgiving. (21 

He created seven skies, one above the 
other. You won't see any flaws in the 
creation of the Compassionate! 

So look around again - do you see any 
flaws? 0] Look again a second time! 





* * 

(No matter how many times you 
probe), your eyesight will return to you 
worn out and defeated! n 

And so it was that We've decorated 
the lowest layer of the sky with streaks of 
light, using them as ammunition to drive 
away devils, and We've prepared for 
them a fiery punishment, isi 
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Those who reject their Lord will receive 
the punishment of Hell, and that's the 
worst destination. iei 

As they're being thrown into it, they're 
going to hear its overwhelming heave 
and sigh as it blazes fiercely, m 

It'll explode with the greatest FURY! 
Every time a crowd is flung inside of it, its 
keepers will ask them," Didn't any warner 
ever come to you?" m 

To which they'll answer (in despair), 

" Yes, a warner did come to us, but we 
rejected him and said, 'Allah never 
revealed anything (to you); you're just 
greatly mistaken!'" pi 

Then they'll lament, "If only we 
would've listened or used our reason, 
then we wouldn't now be companions of 
the burning blaze." [ioi 

They'll confess their own sins, but the 
companions of the raging blaze will be 
far (from ever being forgiven), [m 

As for those who feared their Lord, 
even though He was beyond their 
perception, there is forgiveness and a 
great reward. 1121 

Whether you speak secretly or in 
public, (it matters little to Allah), for He 
knows the secrets of the heart. [i3i 
Wouldn't the One Who created you 


know? He's the Subtle and the Well- 
informed. [14] 

Allah's Power is Absolute 

He's the One Who made the earth 
manageable for you (to live on), so travel 
over its broad shoulders and eat from 
what He's provided, (but remember) that 
you're going to be brought back to Him. 

[15] 

Do you feel so safe (in your life) from 
the One Who is (above you) in the sky 
that (you don't think) He might make the 
earth swallow you up when it quakes? usi 



Do you feel so safe (in your life) that 
(you don't think) the One Who is (above 
you) in the sky might bring down upon 
you a deadly tornado, so that you might 
finally realize (the seriousness) of My 
warning? ti7] 

And so it was that those who lived 
before (you) also denied (My warning) - 
oh, how terrible was My rejection (of 
them!) tisj 
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Haven't they seen the birds flying high 
above them, how they spread and fold 
their wings in flight? No one holds them 
in place except the Compassionate. Truly, 
He watches over all things. U 9 ] 



So whose army can help you better 
than the Compassionate can? For sure, 
the faithless are not thinking straight! 1201 

Who can provide resources for you if 
He were to withhold His resources from 
you? By no means! The stubborn persist 
in their audacity and contempt! py 

Human Beings are not Thankful 


Background Info... v. 22 

This verse is a reference to Abu Jahl, 
who was known for walking with his 
head down, looking at the ground in a 
groveling fashion. The Prophet, by 
contrast, used to walk with head upright 
and looked ahead of him. (ibn Kathir) 


Can the one who looks at only what's 
right in front of him be better guided 
than the one who walks with his head 
held high on a straight path? p2j 


Say to them, "He's the One Who 
wanted you (to exist), and He gave you 
the abilities of hearing, sight, feeling and 
understanding - but you're hardly ever 
grateful." p 3 ] 

Then say, "He's the One Who 
populated the earth with your kind, but 
(one day) He's going to gather you all 
back together." p4j 

Yet, still they ask," When will this 
promise come to pass, if you're really 
telling the truth?' psj 

Say to them," That knowledge is with 
Allah. / was sent only as a clear warner." 

P6) 

When they finally see the fulfillment 
(of that prophecy), the faces of the 
faithless will be filled with tremendous 
grief. They'll be told," This is only what 
you used to dare to come!" p7j 

Say to them, “Look you! If Allah were 
to obliterate me and those who are with 
me or if He were to shower His mercy 
down upon us, (in either case, we look to 
Allah as our savior;) yet, who will save the 
faithless, (who put no hope in Allah,) from 
an awful punishment?" psj 

Then say to them, “He's the 
Compassionate. We believe in Him, and 
we trust Him. Soon you'll know who was 
so clearly wrong." psi 
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Also say, "Look you! If one morning all could supply you with flowing water 
your flowing water were (to sink in the again?' poi 
earth) and be lost, who (besides Allah) 


The Pen 

68 Al Qalam 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This very early chapter (third in the order of revelation) talks about the actions of the idol 
worshippers of Mecca (especially Abu Jahl) who wanted to bribe, buy off or silence the Prophet 
through family pressure. 

They wanted him to give up his beliefs in the One God. The Muslims were not yet facing the 
worst of the attacks from their neighbors, so the message of this chapter is very strong. This 
chapter tells the Prophet to stay true to his mission no matter what the idol worshippers say. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


]NJoo/ 7 . 

By the pen and what (scribes) record, 
by the grace of your Lord, you're not 
crazy, (O Muhammad). 11-21 

On the contrary, you're going to have 
an unfailing reward, for you have a most 
excellent character. 

Soon you and your critics will see who 
it was that was really being challenged 
the most. [ 3 -ej 

Don't Compromise with Falsehood 


Background Info... v. 7-16 

This passage is referring either to Abu 
Jahl or Walid ibn al-Mughirah, two of the 
Prophet’s worst and most violent 
enemies from the start. 


In heated discussions with them, they 
asked Muhammad ( P ) to be tolerant of 
their religion, and they would be tolerant 
of his. But Islam is against worshipping 
gods made of wood or stone, so how can 
a real person of faith ignore that big 
difference? 


Truly , your Lord knows best who 
forsakes His way, and He knows best who 
accepts guidance. 
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So don't follow (the suggestions) of 
those who deny (Allah), p-si 

They only want to make you 
compromise (in your beliefs), so they 
could compromise in return, pi 

Don't follow (the suggestions) of a 
horrible and bad man who is eager to 
make promises - all the while slandering 
and disrespecting, stopping the doing of 
good deeds, sinning openly and abusing 
others when he's already so despised as 
illegitimate himself - (all because he 
thinks) he's rich and has so many sons (to 
back him up)! jm-mj 



When Our revelations are read to him, 
he says, "Stories from tong ago. 1 " Soon 
We'll brand him (like a beast) on the 
nose! [ls-iq 


The Lesson of the Gardeners 


Background Info... v. 17-34 

This passage was revealed in Medina 
and the ‘them’ in the first sentence is 
referring to the Meccans who were 
suffering from a famine that the 
Meccans blamed on Muhammad. ( P ) (See 
chapter 44 introduction.) 

So the Meccans were being ‘tested 
like 7 the owners of the garden. Who 
were those owners? The garden 
mentioned in this story was located in 
Yemen, and was owned by either Jews 
or Christians. 

According to the story, a good man 
used to own a productive plot of land. 
After harvesting, he used to leave some 
food behind on purpose for the poor 
people to pick through. 

When he died, his three sons 
inherited the land and felt that it would 
no longer be smart to leave any food 
unharvested, due to the demands of 
their large families. Therefore, the rest 
of the story is about the lesson they 
learned on account of their greed. 

( Ma’ariful Qur'an ) 


We're only testing them like We 
tested the gardeners who vowed to 
harvest their fruits in the morning 
without making any allowance (for the 
will of Allah). (17-18] 


And so, while they slept, a catastrophe 
from your Lord overwhelmed (the 
garden), and by morning it was left bare. 

[ 19 - 20 ) 
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When they arose early the next day, 
they called to one another, "Come on, 
let's harvest our produce while it's still 
early!" 121-22] 

Then as they set out, they whispered in 
hushed tones, "Let's not allow any poor 
beggars into (our garden) today. " Then 
they hurried off early, firm in their intent. 

[ 23 - 25 ] 

(However, when they came upon their 
plot) and saw its condition, they said (in 
confusion)," We must have taken a wrong 
turn somewhere!" m 




(Then when they realized the truth), 
they cried," This can't be! We've been 
thwarted!" m 

Then the best person among them 

said, "Didn't I tell you to glorify (Allah)?" 

[ 28 ] 

(So in repentance) they cried, "Glory to 
our Lord! We were truly at fault." [28-29] 


Then they fell to blaming each other, 
though at last they said, "We're ruined, 
for we went beyond (what was fair). 
Maybe our Lord will bless us with a better 
garden than this, for now we're turning 
towards our Lord in repentance." [30-32] 

That's the kind of punishment (to be 
had in this life), but far greater is the 
punishment of the next, if they only knew. 

[ 33 ] 

For those who were mindful (of their 
duty to Allah), there will be delightful 
gardens in the presence of their Lord. [34] 

Good and Evil are Not Equal 

Do you expect Us to treat those who 
surrendered their wills to Us in the same 
way that We treat the bad people? 

What's wrong with you that you would 
think that? [35-36] 

Do you have some scripture to study 
from that tells you what you want (to 
hear)? Have you taken agreements from 
Us, binding until the Day of Assembly, 
which let you decide as you please? [37-39] 

Ask which of them will support this 
(idea)! [40] 

Do they have some partners (who will 
support them)? Then let them produce 
their 'partners' if they're really so honest! 

( 41 ) 
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On the day when the shin will be 
exposed, (everyone will be) commanded 
to bow down, but some (people) will be 
unable to do it. K 2 ] 



Their eyes will lower in shame, 
knowing that when they were (safe and) 
secure (in the world, they refused to 
comply) when they were called to bow 
down. («) 

So leave them to Me - and whoever 
denies this message - for We're slowly 
going to lead them to their ruin without 
their even knowing it. Although I might 


give them time for a while, My plan is 
unyielding, ^si 

Are you asking them for some kind of 
payment or to burden them under a load 
of debt? Do they have a way to see into 
the unseen so they can write (about the 
mysteries of the supernatural)? [46-471 

So wait patiently upon the judgment 
of your Lord, and don't be like (Jonah) of 
the fish, who cried out in distress. (48] 

If the grace of His Lord hadn't reached 
him, then he would've been put on the 
empty beach while still in disgrace. [49] 

However, your Lord chose him and 
placed him among the ranks of the 
righteous. [*>] 

For sure, the faithless make you 
nervous with their evil stares when they 
hear this reminder, and they shout, "He's 
crazy!" isi] However, this is no less than a 
reminder to all the worlds. [S 21 


¥ 
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The Reality 


69 Al Haqqah 
Middle Meccan Period 


t Introduction 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was an important idol-worshipper in Mecca. When opposition to Islam 
grew, he also thought about how to put a stop to the Prophet’s teachings. As it happened, he was 
given several opportunities to hear the Qur’an being recited, and after each one he slowly became 
more inclined towards the message, though he tried hard to suppress it. In later years he told of 
one of these incidents, and it just so happens that it involved this chapter. 

‘Umar said, “Before accepting Islam, I came out of my house one day with the intention of 
causing trouble for the Prophet, but he had entered the sacred courtyard before I got there. When 
I arrived, I found that he was reciting chapter 69 out loud as he stood praying. I stood behind him 
and listened. As he recited the Qur'an, I was amazed at its literary charm and beauty. 

Then suddenly an idea came to my mind that he must be a poet, as the Quraysh had said. Just at 
that moment he recited the words: ‘this is truly the word of an honored messenger. These aren’t 
the words of a mere poet,’ and I thought to myself: ‘Then, he must be a fortune-teller, if not a poet.’ 
Then he recited the words: ‘... neither are these the words of a fortune-teller - oh, how few 
reminders you take! This is being sent down (to you) from the Lord of All the Worlds!’ On hearing 
this, (an interest in) Islam entered deep into my heart." ‘Umar still did not convert, however, until 
some time later in a famous incident involving his sister, who had converted first. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


What is the Reality, and 
how can you understand what the Reality 

is? n s] 



end, you could've seen the (whole) 
population lying flat in its (path) like 
uprooted 


The Thamud and the 'Ad (said) the 
coming disaster was a lie, but the 
Thamud were destroyed by a stunning 
(blast), while the 'Ad were destroyed by a 
violent sandstorm. [4-6] 


palm trees all 
thrown about! 



Could you 


have even 
seen any 
survivors? p-sj 


He made it rage against them seven 
nights and eight days in a row. In the 
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Then came Pharaoh and those before 
him, and the evil overthrown (towns of 
Sodom and Gomorrah). They disobeyed 
the messenger of their Lord, so He took 
hold of them with total destruction, p-ioi 

When the waters overflowed (the land) 
beyond their limits, We carried (some of 
your ancestors) in a boat so We could 
make it a reminder for you now, as well 
as (a long-term example), so that ears 
(could hear the story) and preserve its 
(lessons for later generations), tn-121 

The Sign of the End Times 

en the trumpet sounds a single 
blast and the earth is moved and its 
mountains are crushed to pOWClGI' 
in an instant - on that day, the Inevitable 
Event will come to pass! 113-15] 



The very sky itself will be torn apart, 
for it will be fragile that day. The angels 
will be perched on its edges, and eight of 
them will be carrying the throne of your 
Lord above them that day. [u-ni 


That will be the day when you're going 
to be prosecuted. None of what you did 
and then hid will remain secret any 
longer, usi 

Then the one who will receive his 
record in his right hand will say, "Here it 
is! Go ahead and read my record! I 
realized that I would have to give an 
account!" 119-201 

Then he'll enter into a life of pleasure 
within a high garden where the fruits will 
hang within easy reach. "Eat and drink 
with full satisfaction because of the 
(good) that you sent ahead of you in the 
days that have passed away!" 121-24] 

However, the one who will receive his 
record in his left hand will cry out, "Oh 
no! If only my record hadn't come back 
(to haunt) me! 1251 

7 never knew my account (stood so 
poorly)! Oh, if only (death) would've 
been the end of me! My money has 
done me no good, and my power has left 
me!" [ 26 - 29 ] 

" Take him! Tie him at the neck! Burn 
him in the burning blaze! Tie him to a 
chain whose length is seventy segments 
long! [ 30 - 32 ] 

"This was someone who wouldn't 
believe in Allah, the Almighty, and who 
never encouraged the feeding of the 

pOOr! [ 33 - 34 ] 
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"He has no friends here today, nor will 
he have any food, either, except for slimy 
muck, which no one eats save the 
depraved." 05-373 

An Honest Message 

So now I call to witness what you can 
see and also what you can't see, (to 
demonstrate) that this is truly the word of 
an honored messenger, ps ^oj 

These aren't the words of a mere poet 
- oh, how little you believe! Neither are 
these the words of a fortune-teller - oh, 
how few reminders you take! This is 
being sent down (to you) from the Lord 

of All the Worlds! [ 41 - 43 ] 


If this messenger, (Muhammad), were 
ever to invent any teachings (on his own 
and then pass them off) in Our name, We 
would take him by his right hand and cut 
off the artery (of his heart). None of you 
could save him (from Our vengeance)! [44- 

47 ] 

This (Qur'an) is no less than a 
REMINDER for all who are mindful (of 
their duty to Allah)! We already know 
that some of you deny it. [ 48 - 49 ] 

(Indeed, revelation) is always a source 
of distress for the faithless, but this is the 
absolute truth, so glorify the name of 
your Lord, the Mighty. (5o-s2i 


235i 


W 
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The Ascent 

70 Al Ma'drij 
Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

This chapter boldly takes on the teasing that the Prophet suffered at the hands of the chiefs and 
the evil poets of Mecca. The Arabs used poetry as both entertainment and also as a way to praise 
or insult others. The city of Mecca was the scene of a yearly contest for all the poets of the land. 

All throughout the year, people would also engage in mini-poetry contests in various towns and 
villages. Some of these men who made their livelihood from poetry began to poke fun at the 
Prophet, and in time they took to outright lies and nasty hostility, much to the delight of their evil 
sponsors. This chapter addresses one incident where the leaders and poets of the Quraysh got the 
crowds to make fun of the Prophet by literally running to the right and left, pretending they were 
entering into Paradise. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-3 

An-Nadr ibn al-Harith was a famous 
poet of the Quraysh tribe. In the early 
days of Islam, the leaders of the Quraysh 
tribe asked him to make fun of 
Muhammad ( P > whenever he was 
preaching in the public square. 

When the Prophet began to speak of 
Allah and His ancient prophets, an-Nadr 
would follow him and speak about the 
heroes and kings of Persia, saying, “By 
Allah, Muhammad can't tell a better 
story than I, and his talk is only of old 
fables that he's copied, as have I." An- 
Nadr's harassment became so intense 
that the Prophet engaged some of his 
followers to recite poetry back at him. 
An-Nadr was unconcerned and he 
continued to make fun of the Prophet, 
even to the point of inciting people to do 
him and his followers physical harm. 


Many Muslims were tortured, and a 
few were killed partly due to an-Nadr's 
prodding. He is the one mentioned here 
in this passage, having asked for the 
punishment of Allah in a mocking way. 
(Asbab ul Nuzul ) His actual statement is 
recorded in verse 8:32. 


A questioner asked about the 
punishment that will overtake the 
faithless - (a punishment) that cannot be 
turned aside (and that will come directly) 
from Allah, the master of the ascent. ti- 3 j 

The angels and the Spirit will ascend 
up to Him (on the) Day (of Judgment), 
and its duration will be fifty thousand (of 
your) years. So be patient, for patience is 
a beautiful thing. [4-si 
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They see the Day (of Judgment) as a 
far off event, w but We see it to be very 
near, m 

That day the sky will be like melting 
brass, m and the mountains will be (tossed 
about) like tufts of wool, pi No dose ally 
will ask about another dose ally no] - even 
if they saw each other dearly. 

Every sinner's wish will be to save 
himself from the punishment of that day, 
even if he had to (sacrifice) his own 
children, spouse, brother or nurturing 
relatives. (He'd even sacrifice) everything 
on earth if it could save him! w-mi 



No way! It will be the scorching flame 
(for him) - plucking out (his flesh) right 
down to the skull! It beckons all who 
turned their backs and their faces (from 
the truth) and who greedily gathered 
(wealth) and stowed it away! us-isi 


Truly, human beings are never satisfied 
from the moment they're created, for 
they're worried when misfortune comes, 
yet greedy when times are good. 119-21} 

However, it's not the same with those 
who like to pray, who are steady in their 
worship and who know that there's a 
claim on their wealth from (the poor) who 
ask and from the (poor) who are held 
back (from asking). 122-25] 

They accept the reality of the Day of 
Judgment, and they're afraid of the 
punishment of their Lord, (knowing that) 
their Lord's punishment is the opposite of 
contentment. 126-28] 

(They're the ones) who guard their 
chastity, except with their spouses and 
those (servants) who are under their 
authority (and whom they've married), for 
(with lawful mates) they're not to be 
blamed. 129-301 

Whoever goes beyond (these 
allowances) is a rule-breaker. (What's 
more, the righteous) are those who 
respect their trusts and agreements, who 
stand firm (in the truth) whenever they 
testify and who guard their prayers 
strictly. 131-34] 

Those who (embody all of these 
qualities) will be among the honored 
ones in the Garden, osi 
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The Mocking of the Faithless 


Background Info... v. 36-39 

While the Prophet was giving a public 
speech one day in the center of Mecca, a 
crowd of idol-worshippers, after hearing 
what kind of people will enter Paradise, 
insulted the Prophet and ran back and 
forth in a wild rush, acting as if they were 
entering Paradise. The poets laughed 
and had a good time of it, as well! 

However, as Allah points out, they 
didn’t really want to enter Paradise. 

They were making fun of it! Some of 
them even bragged that if there was a 
real place called Paradise, they would 
enter it first because they were better 
than the Muslims. This passage was 
revealed in response. ( Asbab ul-Nuzul ) 


at's the matter with those who 
cover over (their inner awareness of 
Allah), that they rush around in front of 
you to the right and to the left in crowds, 
(mocking the idea that the believers will 
be directed into Paradise)? [ 36 - 37 ] 


Doesn't each of those men want to 
enter the garden of delight? But no! We 
created them from lowly (compounds), 
and they know it. [38-39] 

Now I swear by the Lord of all points 
in the <Ec)St and the WCSt> that 
We surely can substitute in their place 
better (people) than them, and We won't 
be frustrated. [4o-4ii 

So leave them to fall into more vain 
talk and useless play until they come 
upon their day, which they've been 
promised - the day when they'll come out 
of their graves all of a sudden, as if they 
were rushing towards some kind of finish 
line! [42-43] 

Their eyes will be lowered in dejection, 
and humiliation will overshadow them! 
That's (what will happen) on the day 
they've been promised! [44i 
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Noah 

72 Nuh 

Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter is entirely concerned with a summary of the mission of Prophet Noah. Given that it 
was sent down in the early Meccan period, it was probably meant as a lesson for the Quraysh. It 
also served as a boost for the Prophet's self-esteem and an assurance that Allah would help him 
achieve victory in the end. In later years, the Prophet explained how idolatry began among Noah's 
people by narrating that there were five famous people in their culture named: Wadd, Suwa, 
Yaghuth, Ya’uq and Nasr. 

They each lived at different times and were known for different qualities. After they passed 
away, legends and stories grew up around them, and they were passed on by village storytellers 
from generation to generation. Some people eventually erected statues in their honor to 
remember them and to inspire them. 

A generation passed, and Shaytan introduced the idea to them that their forefathers actually 
worshipped these images. Then people began to believe that these idols were real gods and that 
they made the rain fall on the crops and brought other benefits, as well. In time, rituals and prayers 
were introduced, and people virtually forgot about the Supreme God. It was in this circumstance 
that Allah chose Noah to reform his people. A simple villager in our distant past was given the job 
to declare Allah's message to a network of farming villages that were lost in ignorance. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. i 

Noah lived in ancient Mesopotamia, 
in an age when civilization was still a new 
concept. His tale was told orally in the 
generations that came after his time, and 
it was eventually set down in writing in 
the cuneiform system of script. 

Although the story has undergone many 
changes over many different 
Mesopotamian cultures, the basic outline 
of the story has remained the same. 


We sent Noah to his people (with 
this instruction), "Warn your people 
before a painful punishment overtakes 
them in 

"My People!" ( Noah) said to them. "I'm 
a clear warner (who's been sent to tell 
you) that you should serve Allah! So be 
mindful of Him and obey me. [2-3] 
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"(If you do, then) He'll forgive you your 
sins and give your (civilization) an extra 
amount of time, but when the time limit 
given by Allah is reached, it can’t be 

extended any further, if you only knew!" 

m 

(He was ignored, however, and in his 
despair he cried out to Allah), saying, "My 
Lord! I've called to my people through 
the night and through the day, but my 
invitation only (seems to) make them drift 
further away, p-ei 



"Every time I've called to them so You 
could forgive them, they've stuck their 
fingers in their ears and wrapped 
themselves up in their cloaks, growing 
more stubborn and arrogant!" m 

" Then I called them in public, spoke to 
them at large and also privately in secret, 
saying, Ask forgiveness from your Lord, 
for He is certainly forgiving, ts-ioj 

"He'll send water down upon you from 
the sky, increase your wealth and children 
and grant you gardens and rivers. So 


what's the matter with you that you don't 
fear Allah's majesty?'" m-u] 

"'He created you (in the womb) in 
diverse stages! Don't you see how Allah 
created the seven skies, one above the 
other, and how He made the moon a 
light in their midst and the sun like a 
shining lamp? iw-iei 

"Allah grew you from the earth slowly, 
and in the end He's going to send you 
back into it and then raise you up (again 
on the Day of Resurrection), in-isi 

"Allah spread the earth out wide for 
you, so you can move through its roads 
(and mountain) passes. [19-201 

Noah's Desperation 

(.After his people firmly rejected 
him,) Noah cried out, "My Lord! They've 
disobeyed me! They're following those 
whose wealth and children do them no 
good and lead them into loss. They've 
devised an elaborate plan (to oppose my 
mission)." [21-221 

"They say (to each other), Don't 
abandon your gods! Don't abandon the 
god of Adoration or the goddess of 
Beauty or the Bull god, the Stallion god 
or the Eagle god.'[231 
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“(These false idols) have already misled 
so many, so don't let the wrongdoers 
have anything more besides greater 
mistakes." p 4 ] 


fire. They found no one to help them 
besides Allah, psi 

"My Lord!" Noah had prayed. “Don't 
leave any realm for the faithless on the 
earth, for if You did, then they would 
mislead Your servants again and give 
birth to nothing more than thankless 
hedonists. 126-271 

"My Lord, forgive me and my parents, 
and anyone who enters my house in faith, 
and (forgive) all believing men and 
believing women. Grant nothing more to 
the wrongdoers - unless it's more 
destruction!" pg 


On account of their sins, they were 
drowned (in the flood) and entered into a 
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The Jinn 

72 Al jinn 
Late Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

About two years before the Prophet immigrated to Medina, he paid a visit to the nearby city of 
Ta'if seeking permission from its elders to allow him to preach in their city. He was looking for a 
possible new home for himself and the Muslims because the idol-worshippers were hurting a lot of 
Muslims every day in Mecca. The Prophet's uncle who protected him had also recently passed 
away, and the Prophet's loving wife Khadija passed too, and the Prophet felt sad and alone. 

The wealthy city of Ta'if was also a big center of idol-worship, so the masters of the city, 
including one of Muhammad's distant cousins, ‘Abdiyah Layl, not only refused to meet with 
Muhammad, ( P ) who remained in the city for almost a month, but they often ordered their servants 
and the people in the streets to chase him away with thrown stones. Finally, the mobs decided to 
chase Muhammad ( P ) away for good. They attacked him with so many stones that the Prophet and 
his adopted son Zayd ran into the countryside. They found safety in an orchard and stayed there for 
a while. 

The Prophet prayed to Allah and asked Him for help, because he was feeling so low and 
unwanted. Soon, he and Zayd started their journey back to Mecca. Along the way they made camp 
in the desert and that night the Prophet started saying chapter 55 of the Qur'an in his night prayers. 

As this chapter here tells it, a company of wandering jinns, or hidden beings, came along and 
stopped in wonder to listen. The jinns repented of their evil and became believers. The Prophet, 
meanwhile, spent a few weeks out in the desert and approached many tribal leaders, asking for 
protection before one of them (the sheikh of the Nawfal branch of the Quraysh tribe) agreed to 
sponsor him under his protection. And so the Prophet was able to return safely to Mecca. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




uhammad,) say to them, "It's 
been revealed to me that a group of 
hidden ones heard (this Qur'an being 
recited)." 

They (listened to it and) said; 

"We've just heard an amazing 
presentation! 


"It guided (us) towards the right 
direction, so now we believe in it We'll 
never hold anyone else the equal of our 
Lord ever again. 

Exalted is the majesty of our Lord! He 
hasn't taken any female consort nor any 
son!" [ 1-3] 
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"Fools among us used to say 
outrageous things against Allah. 
However, now we feel that no human or 
jinn should ever say anything that's 
untrue about Allah, n-si 



"Even though some individual humans 
have looked for the protection of some 
individual jinns, (calling to them for 
special help), their sense of self- 
importance was only made bigger, cei 

"Then they begin to think like you 
(jinns in this gathering used to) think, 
namely that Allah would never raise 
anyone (to life again )."m 

" We used to peer into the secrets of 
the sky, but we found it filled with 
obstacles and streaks of fire, m 

"We used to wait in (hidden) places to 
eavesdrop on news (of the future), but 


anyone who listens now will get a flaming 
fireball waiting to ambush him! m 

"Even still, we never knew if misfortune 
was intended for those on earth or if their 

Lord wanted to direct them to the right." 

[ 10 ] 

"Among us are some who work for 
good, while others of us are not like that, 
for we all follow different paths, im 

"Now we know that we can't frustrate 
Allah in the earth, nor can we frustrate 
Him by running away. [121 

"As for us, since we've now heard the 
guidance, we believe in it, and whoever 
believes in his Lord should not fear 
having a bad (record) nor suffering any 
unfair (decision)." (131 

"Among us are some who surrender 
themselves (to Allah) and some who 
avoid (accepting Him). 

"Whoever surrenders himself (to Allah) 
has moved towards (the path) of right 
guidance, but those who avoid (accepting 
faith) will be mere fuel for Hell fire." [m-isi 

Final Words to the Stubborn 

(only the faithless) had committed 
themselves to the path (of goodness), We 
would've granted them abundant rain 
(for their dry land), so We could've tested 
them (with their good fortune). 
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If anyone turns away from 
remembering his Lord, then He'll bring 
upon him a DEVASTATING 

punishment! ne-ni 

Places of worship (like Mecca) belong 
to Allah, so don't call upon anything at all 
besides Allah, usi 

Yet, when (Muhammad) the servant of 
Allah stands up to call upon Him, (you 
idol-worshippers) just crowd around him 
(to say bad things to him). U 9 ] 

Say to them, "I'm not doing anything 
more than calling on my Lord, and I don't 
make anything else His equal." [2oj 

Then say, “It's not in my power to 
cause you any harm nor to direct you.” 

pi] 

Say to them, “No one can save me 
from Allah (if I disobeyed Him), nor could 
/ ever find any shelter save with Him. 122] 

"If I don't deliver the message that I've 
received from Allah, then Hellfire is 
waiting for the one who disobeys Allah 
and His Messenger, and he'll remain in it 
forever." [231 


When they finally see what they were 
promised, then they'll know who really 
had the weakest support and the smallest 
number. ( 24 ] 



So now say to them,"/ don't know 
whether the (punishment) you've been 
promised is dose at hand or whether my 
Lord will set it far off in the future, "psi 

"He knows what's beyond perception, 
and He doesn't share His hidden 
(knowledge) with anyone, except for a 
messenger that He chooses. 

"Even then, He sets watchers who 
move in front of them and behind them, 
so (the messengers) can be sure that 
they're carrying and delivering the 
messages of their Lord. (Allah) surrounds 
(everything) that's with them, and He 
calculates all things." 126-28] 
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Folded Up 

73 Al Muzzammil 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter is the fourth installment of revelation the Prophet received after a smattering of 
verses from chapters 96, 74 and 68. As to the opening lines of this chapter, Muhammad ( P > had 
been accused by his pagan neighbors of being a magician who was trying to make divisions among 
friends. He felt despondent and then wrapped himself in his cloak, hoping for more revelation to 
guide him and tell him what he should do next. Thus, he is addressed appropriately and told to be 
patient and to get himself ready for a weighty body of teachings to come. 

Verse number 2 asked him to begin nightly devotions, and his slow but growing body of 
followers began joining him. It was a trial, of course, to stay up most of the night in prayer, but it 
prepared the foundation of spirituality that Muhammad ( P ) needed to sustain him for the struggle 
that was ahead of him. After a year, verse 20 was revealed that relaxed the duty of nightly prayer 
and made it optional. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Hey you! The one folded up (in a 
cloak)! in Stand up (in prayer) at night, 
but not all night ra - half of it or a little 
less [3i or more. 

Recite the Qur'an in slow, measured 
tones, hi for soon We're going to send 
you weighty teachings, tsi 

Rising at night is truly a powerful (way) 
for taming (the soul), and it's the best 
(time) for composing words (of praise), ra 
You're far too busy in the day with 
ordinary duties (to be able to 
concentrate), m 


d 



Remember the name of your Lord, and 
devote yourself completely to Him. m 
(He's the) Lord of the East and the West; 
there is no god but He! So look upon 
Him as the One Who can take care of 
(your) affairs, tai 
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Have patience with what the 
(Meccans) are saying, and distance 
yourself from them in a gracious way. uoi 

Let Me (deal with) those deniers who 
have the finest things in life. Bear with 
them - just for a little while longer, mi 



We have chains (ready to bind them), 
a fire (to burn them), mi food that will 
choke (them) and even more terrible 
punishments besides! mi 

(Know that) a day will come when the 
earth and the mountains will shake so 
violently that the mountains will turn to 
shifting sand, mi 

We've sent you (people) a messenger 
to be a witness over you, even as We sent 
a messenger to Pharaoh (of Egypt), mi 
Pharaoh disobeyed the messenger, so We 
took hold of him harshly, mi 

Now if you reject (the truth of Allah), 
how are you going to protect yourselves 
against a day (so terrifying that it) will 
cause children to sprout gray hair mi - (a 


day when) the sky will literally be torn 
apart? (Without a doubt) His promise will 
be fulfilled! U8| 

Truly, this is no less than a reminder 
(for all people to consider), so whoever 
wants to (listen to it) should take a path 
that leads towards his Lord! mi 

Perfecting One’s Extra Prayers 

Your Lord knows that you've been 
standing (for prayer) almost two-thirds of 
the night, or half the night, or a third of 
the night, and that a group of your 
followers have been joining you. 

Allah measures the night and the day 
for a set length of time, and He knows 
that you, yourself, haven't been able to 
keep track of (the time that you've spent 
in prayer). 

And so He's turning towards you (in 
mercy. So now you can) read from the 
Qur'an only as much as is easy for you. 



He knows there may be some among 
you who will be sick, while others will be 
on the road, traveling in search of Allah's 
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bounty, while others will be fighting in 
the cause of Allah. So read as much of the 
Qur'an as is easy (for you). 



Establish the prayer, give in charity and 
loan to Allah a beautiful loan. 

Whatever good you send ahead for 
your souls, you will find it in Allah's 
presence, and it will be an even better 
and greater reward, besides! 

Work hard for Allah's forgiveness, 
because Allah is forgiving and merciful, poj 
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Wrapped Up 

74 Al Muddathir 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This was the second chapter to be revealed to the Prophet. It came in the first year of his 
prophethood at a time when he was still unsure about what had happened to him. By this time, he 
accepted that supernatural contact had been made to him, but he was still unused to the coming of 
revelation and especially to the sight of angels, blazing in their glory. 

Then a period of about six months came in which he received no further communications from 
Allah, and the Prophet began to feel increasingly despondent. He sometimes climbed up into the 
craggy hills outside the city and in despair thought to throw himself off a cliff. Every time that 
thought would occur, he would hear Angel Gabriel telling him to stop and that he really was Allah's 
chosen prophet. 

Muhammad ( P ) soon made it his habit to return to Mount Hira, where he had received his first 
communication from Allah, feeling that it was an appropriate place to be. On one outing, he wound 
up camping at the foot of the mountain for about a month. One night, while he was walking alone, 
he heard someone call his name in a loud voice. He looked all around the area and saw no one. He 
became nervous, and then he stood up to investigate. He happened to look up at the sky and was 
amazed to see the image of Angel Gabriel, shining brightly and sitting on a throne, and this image 
filled the entire night sky. 

Muhammad ( P ) was startled and shook in fear. He turned, ran back to his home and burst in the 
door, crying, “Cover me in a sheet! Cover me in a sheet!” His wife wrapped his shivering body in a 
cloak-like blanket (called a dithar), and then she brought water for him. He was sweating hard in 
concentration. Suddenly, verses 1-5 were revealed to him, and he recited them to her. ( Bukhari , 
Muslim, Ahmad ) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Hey you! The one wrapped up (in a 
blanket)! Arise and warn! Magnify your 
Lord! Keep your clothes clean, and shun 
the idols, u-sj 

Don't give (in charity) with the 
expectation of receiving anything back. 
For your Lord's sake, be patient. [6-71 


(On the day) when the trumpet is 
sounded, that day will be a day of 
anguish, and it won't be easy for those 
who covered over (their natural desire to 
believe in Allah), ts-ioj 
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Allah will Confront the Schemers 


Background Info... v. 11-20 

This passage was revealed about a wealthy 
Meccan noble named Walid ibn Mughirah, a 
man who bragged of his wealth and family tree 
so much that he used to call himself ‘the One 
and Only, and son of the One and Only/ ( Qurtubi ) 


Let Me deal with that (creature) 
whom I created, (who will then be) all 
alone himself! I gave him plenty of 
wealth, sons (to stand) by him, and I 
made his (path in life) easy! [ii-i4] 



Yet, he was greedy for more and 
more! By no means! He's been stubborn 
against Our signs! Soon I'll bring waves 
of disaster down upon him! ns-i?] 

He thought about it, and he schemed 
(against Me), so now he's doomed! Oh , 
how he schemed! Once again, he's 
doomed! Oh , how he schemed. [18-20] 


Background Info... v. 21-25 

The Prophet wanted to share his message 
with the important people of Mecca, so he 
and Abu Bakr invited Walid ibn Mughirah to 
have dinner with them. 

The Prophet recited verses 40:1-3 to him, 
and Walid came away stunned and praised the 
verses, saying, “By Allah, I’ve heard a recital 
from him that's not from any mortal or jinn! 

“It has sweetness and elegance; it's height 
is juicy, and it's descent is as a water well. It's 
more beautiful than any other recital, and it 
can't be outdone. It's not the speech of any 
human being." 

Abu Jahl, a big enemy of the Prophet, 
found out about what he said and went to 
Walid the next day, saying, “Your family wants 
to give you some money so you can forget 
about what Muhammad ( P ) said, because you 
(only praised his words because you) needed 
to get dinner from him and the son of Abu 
Quhafah (Abu Bakr)." 

Abu Jahl continued to argue with Walid, 
and he finally convinced him to reject the 
message of the Prophet by telling him that his 
family would be mad at him. Then he got 
Walid to say the things mentioned in the 
passage below. 


Then he looked around (and saw the 
truth of Allah's signs), but then he 
frowned and scowled, and turned away 
arrogantly, saying, "This (Qur'an) is no 
more than some little part of the magic of 
ancient days. This is no more than the 
speech of a regular man!" [21-25] 
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Soon will I roast him in a burning blaze 
- and how can you understand what that 
burning blaze is? It leaves nothing 
unscathed nor leaves anything alone! [26-28] 

(It reduces) mortal men (to a lifeless, 
blank) slate, and there are 
Ilin© 18611 (guardian angels 
watching) over (Hellfire). (29-303 


Background Info... v. 31 

When the Meccans heard verse 30, 
Abu Jahl addressed the young men of 
the Quraysh tribe, telling them that since 
Muhammad ( P ) only has nineteen 
followers (the angels mentioned in verse 
30), then they (the Quraysh tribe) have 
nothing to worry about. ( Ma’ariful Qur'an) 

When he came to know that there 
were nineteen guardian angels watching 
over Hellfire, one powerful warrior 
among the Quraysh named Kaladah ibn 
Usayd boasted that he could take on 
seventeen of the angels by himself and 
that the other two could be beaten by 
the rest of the tribe. (Ibn Kathir ) 

Another Meccan warrior by the name 
of Abu al-Asalayn boasted that he could 
vanquish ten of the nineteen angels with 
his right arm, and the rest with his left 
arm. Verse 31 was revealed in response 
to these taunts of the Quraysh. ( Ma’ariful 
Qur’an ) 


We've not appointed anyone besides 
angels to be the guardians of the Fire, 
and We didn't fix their exact number 
except as a test for those who cover over 
(their ability to understand the truth). 


(We gave this exact number also) so 
that those who received earlier revelation 
can know for sure, and further so that the 
believers can increase in their faith, and 
even further so that no doubts can 
remain among those who received earlier 
revelation and among the believers. 

The sick at heart and the faithless, 
however, will (hear this figure and just 
complain), saying "What does Allah mean 
by giving us this (exact number)?' That's 
how Allah leaves to stray whom He wants 
and guides whom He wants. 

No one can know the forces of the 
Lord except He, and this (message) is no 
less than a reminder to all mortals 
(everywhere), on 

Personal Responsibility and its 
Consequences 

But no! By the moon and by the 
night as it recedes and by the dawn as it 
shines ever brighter - and this is just one 
of the greater (signs) - (know that this) is 
a warning to all mortals, for anyone who 
chooses to move forward (in Allah's 
cause) or to fall behind. [32 371 

Every soul will be (held) as collateral 
for what it earned, all except for the 
companions of the right. (They're going 
to rest) in gardens, asking each other 
about the bad people (below them in 
Hell, saying), "What landed you in such 
burning?" [33-421 
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The (inmates of Hell) will answer," We 
were not among those who prayed, and 
we didn't feed the poor. Instead, we used 
to talk uselessly with useless people, and 
we denied the Day of Judgment even 
until its certainty came upon us." [43 47] 



(On that day), no one's intercession 
will do them any good. So what's the 
matter with them that they're turning 
away from the reminders - as if they were 
scared donkeys running from a Hon! [48-su 

No way! Every one of them wants to 
have unrolled scrolls (of revelation 
tailored just for him)! pg 

Absolutely not! No way! They're 
not (even the slightest bit) afraid of (what 
awaits them) in the next life. p 3 ] 

There's no question but that this is a 
grave reminder all the same! Whoever 
wants to remember it will remember it, 
but no one will remember it except as 
Allah wills, for He's the root of 
mindfulness and the root of forgiveness. 

[ 54 - 56 ] 
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The Resurrection 

75 Al Qiyamah 
Early Meccan Period 


3 d Introduction 

A man named ‘Adi ibn Rabi'ah went to the Prophet and said, “Tell me about the resurrection. 
When will it be, and what will happen on it?” The Prophet told him about it, but ‘Adi merely said, 

“I'll never believe you, for how can Allah rebuild these bones?” and he held up his fingertips. 

The chapter starts with the words ‘Ah no' as a way to deny the claim of the man that people 
won't be resurrected, and then in the second verse the repeated word ‘no' is canceling the bigger 
objection of the idol-worshippers that they must be moral and good. That is the unspoken idea that 
starts the chapter off like it was in the middle of an argument. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




, no! But I swear by the Day of 
Assembly, and no! I swear by the accusing 
voice of the soul! u-21 

Does the human being think that 
We're unable to gather his bones back 
together? No way! We can rebuild him 
down to his very FINGERTIPS! [3-4] 

But, oh, the human being wants to go 
on violating (Allah's laws endlessly), and 
he (dismissively) asks," Where is this 'Day 
of Assembly?'" is-ei 

When sight is clouded (by fear) and 
the moon is darkened and the sun and 
moon are merged together, that day the 
human being will cry," Where can I find 
safety?" p-ioj 



But no! There'll be no safe place, for 
that day all will be set before their Lord. 
Then that day (every) human being will 
be shown what he sent ahead and left 
behind. [11-131 

But no! The human being will be an 
eye-witness against his own self, though 
he may try to offer excuses, imsi 
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Learning how to Recite the Qur'an 


Background Info... v. 16-19 

When the Prophet was receiving 
these early revelations, he used to try to 
memorize them quickly by repeating the 
verses as fast as he could. 

Here he is being told to take his time, 
for Allah will enable him to remember 
them. After this passage was revealed, 
the Prophet used to recite new verses 
more Slowly. (Bukhari) 


Don't move your tongue too fast, 
(Muhammad, trying to memorize the 
verses) in a rush. It's Our duty to 
assemble (the Qur'an) and also (to teach 
its proper) recitation. [I6-171 

So as We recite it, follow along with 
the recital. Moreover, it's Our duty to 
explain it. us-wi 


Without a doubt, when (a dying soul) 
reaches the collarbone at last, and when, 
"Can any miracle worker save him?" (is 
asked), then (in the pangs of death) he'll 
know his time to leave (this life) has 
come. [26-28] 

Then his legs will be pushed together 
(as death approaches). That's the day 
(when all) will be driven back to your 

Lord. [ 29 - 30 ] 



When Understanding is too Late 

N o way! Without a doubt, (you 
human beings) love this temporal life, 

and you give no thought to the next life. 

[ 20 - 21 ] 


(It'll be too late for repentance then), 
for he never donated, nor did he pray. 
Rather, he denied and turned away and 
then strutted arrogantly back to his 
family. You're ruined - ruined! Once 
more, you're ruined - ruined! [31-35] 


Some faces will be beaming that day, 
as they gaze (expectantly) upon their 
Lord, and some faces will be gloomy that 
day, thinking that some terrible blow will 
soon befall them. [22-25] 


Does the human being still think he'll 
just be left ALONE? Wasn't he a mere 
spewed drop of fluid, then a clinging 
thing, then formed in correct proportion, 
and set as one of two genders, male or 
female? [36-39] 
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What the Prophet Said about It... 

Whenever the Prophet finished reciting this 
verse that follows, he would say, “All glory is 
Yours, and Most definitely (you can do it)!” 

(Abu Dawud) 


(If this is how Allah made you the first 
time), then isn't it possible for Him to 

bring the dead to life (once again)? 

140 ] 


758 




Passing Time 

76 Ad-Dahr 

Early to Middle Meccan Period 


Introduction 

An African man asked the Prophet if he would be with him in Paradise if he accepted Islam. The 
Prophet told him that he would, and that he would be shining with a special light that would make 
him and his people the brightest and most handsome of all. The Prophet then told people that 
anyone who accepted Allah would be supported by Him and given many good deeds. The African 
man asked if he would see the wonders of Paradise, and the Prophet told him that he would see 
them. The man accepted Islam and cried tears of joy. Then this chapter was revealed. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-7 

The Arabs had a belief that time 
lasted forever, and that it was the only 
thing that mattered in the universe. In 
45:24 the Meccans are even quoted as 
saying, "Nothing but time can destroy 
us.” 


't a long time pass before 

people were even something mentioned? 

m 

We created (every) human being from 
mixed fluids so We could test him (in life), 
and so We've given him the abilities of 
hearing and sight. 121 

Then We lead him towards the path 
(of this world's life), so he can (choose by 
his own actions) whether to be thankful 
or not thankful, pi 


For those who covered up (their 
awareness of the truth), We've prepared 
chains, shackles and a burning fUiWie. m 

However, the 
righteous will 
drink from a cup 
sweetened with 
camphor, 
drawn from an 
ever-flowing 
spring from which 
the servants of 
Allah drink, [s-ei 

They were the ones who completed 
their promises and feared (the coming of) 
an awful day whose bad effects would be 
widely felt, m 
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Selfless Faith for the Sake of Allah 


Background Info... v. 8-10 

This passage was revealed in Medina 
and it is about 'Ali ibn Abi Talib. 'Ali once 
worked hard all day watering some palm 
trees in exchange for a bag of barley 
grain. In the morning he was paid, so he 
went home to prepare a meal of three 
barley cakes out of it. 

When he finished making the first 
one, a poor man came to him, asking for 
something to eat. 'Ali gave his cake to 
him. After he left, 'Ali started cooking 
again with some more of the grain. 
When that cake was ready, an orphaned 
child came and asked for food. 'Ali gave 
it to him. 

After he left, 'Ali cooked the last of 
the grain and was about to eat the cake 
when a man who had been kidnapped 
and held for ransom by the Quraysh 
came along and complained of hunger. 
'Ali gave him the last of his cakes, and 
then spent the rest of the day hungry. 
(Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


fed the needy, the orphans and 
the captives for love of (Allah) alone, 
saying, "We're feeding you only for 
Allah's sake, and we expect nothing in 
return from you, neither payback nor 
thanks. We fear a day from our Lord that 
will be gloomy and distressing." ts-io] 

Allah will protect them from the 
malevolence of that day, and He'll bathe 
them in (the light of) brilliance and joy. 
Then He'll reward them with the Garden 
and silk robes for their perseverance, m-121 



They'll relax upon raised thrones in a 
temperate climate where they'll neither 
bake under a hot sun nor suffer from a 
cold chill. [iB] 

(Cooling) shade will hang over them, 
and abundant (fruit) will hang within easy 
reach. Silver jugs will be passed around, 
and crystal glasses, shining like silver, will 
be filled according (to their desire), tu-isi 

Even further, they'll be served with a 
cup (of wine) flavored with ginger, (drawn 
from a unique) spring called Seek the 
Way. [17-18] 

Young servants who never get old will 
tend to them, and if you saw them they 
would seem (to run around) like scattered 
pearls, tw] 

Everywhere you look, delight and 
radiance will be what you see in every 
place! [20] 

They'll be clothed in lush green silk 
and rich brocade, adorned with silver 
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bracelets, and their Lord will offer them 
the purest beverages, (saying), "This is 
your reward, for (Allah) appreciates your 
efforts. 1 " [2i-22] 

Be Patient, O Prophet 

We're the One sending this Qur'an 
to you in small parts, so wait patiently 
upon the COMMAND of your Lord. 
Don't (be seduced into) following the 
sinful and the faithless among (your 
opponents). 

[ 23 - 24 ] 

Remember the name of your Lord 
morning and evening. Prostrate yourself 
to Him during part of the night, and 
glorify Him all night long. [25-26] 



People Cannot Escape 
the Reach of Allah 


Background Info... v. 27-31 

This passage is mostly about the Meccans. 
They thought they were so powerful and 
strong, and they often bullied the Muslims, who 
were forbidden to fight back, even if some of 
them had wanted to. The Qur’an is basically 
saying that they may have strong and tough 
men; but Allah can cause their defeat and bring 
a new group of people in their place. 


As for these (people), they love the 
temporary (life), putting off (their 
concerns for) a hard day that will surely 
come. [ 27 ] 

We created them and gave them 
endless energy, but whenever We wish, 
We can exchange (those people) for 
others like them, pq 

This is a warning, so anyone who so 
chooses can follow a path (that leads) to 
his Lord. Not as you will, however, but as 
Allah wills, for He is full of knowledge and 
wisdom. [29 30 ] 

He brings into His mercy whomever 
He wants, but for the wrongdoers He's 
prepared a painful punishment, pu 
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The Sent Ones 

77 Al Mursalat 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

A man named ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud said that he and some others were sitting and chatting with 
the Prophet in a small cave in a place known as Mina, when this chapter was revealed to the 
Prophet, and he began reciting it. ‘Abdullah said that he himself repeated the words as they were 
coming from the Prophet's mouth. Suddenly a snake jumped out of a crack in the wall, and the 
Prophet said, “Kill it!” But the snake got away, and the Prophet said, “It was saved from being 
harmed by you, just as you were saved from being harmed by it.” (Bukhari) 

Umm Fadl, the mother of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, once heard her son reciting this chapter, and she 
said, “My son, you reminded me of something by your recitation of this chapter. It's the last thing I 
heard from the Messenger of Allah. He recited it in the sunset prayer (before he passed away).” 

(Bukhari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




the (winds) sent with a purpose, 
reaching the speed of a 
scattering (clouds) far and wide, 
separating and dividing, 
offering reminders 
of validation and warning 
- indeed, what you've been promised 
will surely come to pass. &- 7 j 

When the stars are put out, 
when the sky is ripped to SftVedS, 
when the mountains crumble to dust, 
and when the messengers 
are given their places (to stand) is-m 

- for what day 

are all these (events) waiting? 


For the Day of Sorting, 
and how can you understand 
what the Day of Sorting is? [ 12 - 14 ] 
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That day (will be the) destruction 
of all those who denied! tis] 

Observe the Lessons of the Past 

Didn't We destroy ancient 
(civilizations that denied Us)? And so will 
We follow them with later (generations), 
as well. That's how We deal with the bad 
people! [16-18] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! [wj 



Didn't We create you from a lowly 
fluid and house you safely in a nestled 
place for a set amount of time? [20-221 

We measure (the time you spend in 
the womb), and We measured in the best 
way! [ 23 ] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! p 4 ] 

Didn't We make the earth as a 
gathering place for both the living and 
the dead, setting within it soaring 
highlands and offering you fresh water? 

[25-27] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! psj 

"Now go towards what you used to 
deny! Go to the three tiers of darkness, 
under which there is neither cooling 
shade nor protection from the flames!" [29- 

31] 


The (fires of Hell) will throw out 
streaking sparks as big as logs, (streaking 
outward) like fiery yellow ropes! 132-33] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! [34] 

That day they'll get no chance to 
speak (in their defense), nor will they get 
any chance to make excuses. [ 3 s- 36 i 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! (37] 

That's the Day of Sorting! (The day 
when) We're going to gather you all 
together, along with the ancient (peoples 
of the past), so if you want to make a plan 
against Me, then go ahead and make 
your plans! [ 38 - 39 ] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! woi 
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The End Results will be Different 


lNlow as for those who were mindful 
(of their Lord), they'll live within cooling 
shade and bubbling springs with every 
kind of fruit they desire. [ 4 i- 42 i 


"(AH you who believed!) Eat and drink 
joyfully in return for your deeds before !" 



That's how We reward those who are 

gOOd. [43-441 

Oh, but destruction that day 
(is for) all those who denied! [45i 


"(All you sinners!) Eat and enjoy 
yourselves for a little while now, but truly 
you're the bad ones." [ 46 ] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! m 

When they're asked to bow (to the will 
of Allah), they don't bow (to His will)! [ 48 ] 

So destruction 

that day to all those who denied! m 


F.Y.I. 

The Prophet said that after reciting this 
last sentence below, a person should 
respond to the question asked by saying, "I 
believe in Allah.” (Ma'ariful Qur'an) 


So now in what message will they 
believe after this? m 


* 
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The Prophecy 

78 An-Naba’ 
Middle Meccan Period 


Introduction 

In the early days of the Prophet's mission, the idol-worshippers of Mecca would get together 
and argue about what Muhammad ( P ) was teaching. Some people liked the message of Islam and 
others wanted to fight against it. 

Some idol-worshippers even went to the Prophet ( P ) and tried to argue with him, especially 
about the idea that the souls of people will live again after death. The Arabs believed that death 
was the end of a person forever. This chapter was revealed to answer all these arguments. (Ma'ariful 
Qur'an) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


What are they arguing about? It's 
about the big news (of life after death), 
and it makes them argue even more. Oh 
no, but they'll soon know, and then, oh 
no, they'll soon know! u- 5 ] 

Didn't We spread the earth out far and 
wide and make it secure with strong 
mountains? Didn't Recreate all you 
people in pairs [of male and female)? [6-si 

Didn't We give you sleep as your way 
to rest? Didn't We make the night for 
hiding things and the day for working? 

[ 9 - 11 ] 



(Didn't We) build the seven skies high 
above you and place (the sun to be like a) 

burning lamp way up there? 

(Don't We) make the heavy rains fall 
from the clouds to grow grains, 
vegetables and green gardens? [12 iej 

For sure, the Day of Sorting ( good 
people from bad people) is at a set time. 
That day the horn will be blown, and you 
will come forward in huge crowds. 

The sky will open wide like it was full 
of doors, and the mountains will shift and 
vanish like a mirage. 

[ 17 - 20 ] 


Hellfire will be ready to jump out (at 
the bad people), because it's the final 
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home of the people who didn't follow 

(the rules). (21-221 

(The bad people) are going to stay in 
there for a long, long time. They won't 
have anything that is nice and cool nor 
anything to drink if they're thirsty - 
except for boiling mud and stinging frost! 

[23-25] 

That's the payback they should get, 
because they never expected to be called 
to answer for what they did, and they said 
Our (revealed) verses were false. 126-28] 



But those who were careful ( about 
their duty to Allah) will have their greatest 
wish: special gardens and vineyards, 
wonderful companions of the same age, 
every cup filled to overflowing, and no 
more useless talk or lies to be heard [31-351 

All this will be a reward from your 
Lord. That's an excellent payback from 
the Lord of the heavens, the earth and 
everything in between - He /sthe One 
Who Cares! 

No one will dare argue (with 
Allah) on the day when the Spirit (of 
Angel Jibra'il) and the of/rerangels 
line up in rows, and no one will say 
anything but those whom the 
Caring One allows to speak, and 
even then only the truth will be 
spoken. [ 36 - 38 ] 


That will be the day of 
TOTAL, TRUTH. So 
whoever chooses, let him take the 
path that leads straight back to his 
Lord. Truly, We have warned you 
about a penalty that is very close. 


Oh, but We wrote down everything 
they did in a special notebook! psi 

So they will be told: "Suffer the results 
of what you did! You'll get nothing more 
from your life except for more and more 
punishment!" [30] 


That is the day when every person will 
be the witness over all the deeds that his 
hands have sent ahead of him (into the 
next life). 

Then the one who denied the truth will 
cry, "I’m doomed! If only / could turn into 
a bunch of dust!" (39-401 
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Those Who Pull Roughly 

79 An-Nazi'dt 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter was revealed immediately after surah 78 and it continues to talk about the 
importance of being good and why it's important to us on Judgment Day. The story of Pharaoh and 
how he rejected Moses plays an important part in this section. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


By those horse riders who pull 
roughly on the reins, and those who 
gently loosen, by those who ride along 
smoothly, then pass (each other) racing, 
and so bring about the final result. 



(From these signs think about the 
truth of) the day when violent shaking will 
strike (the earth) over and over. On that 

day peoples' hearts will be racing, 
and eyes will be downcast. ti-«i 


Yet, (some people) ask, "Huh? Are we 
really going to be brought back as good 
as new? 

"Even after our bones have rotted 
away? Coming back like that would be a 
total waste!" 

Oh, but when a single cry goes out, 
they'll suddenly be standing wide-awake 

(on a big empty plain)! [ 10 - 14 ] 

Moses and the Pharaoh 

Have you ever heard the story of 
Moses? His Lord called out to him in the 
valley of Tuwa, saying: 

"Go to Pharaoh for he's out of control. 
Say to him, Would you like to clean your 
soul (and get rid of all your bad deeds)? I 
will guide you to your Lord so you can 
worship Him.'" us-wi 
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(And so Moses went to Pharaoh) and 
showed him the great sign (of Allah's 
power), [but he denied it and disobeyed 
and harshly turned his back away. 120-221 



(Pharaoh) assembled (his court) and 
made an announcement (to all his 
people). He said, "It is I who am your 
supreme lord!" 

Then Allah took hold of him and made 
an EXAMPLE of him in the next life, as 
well as in the first. There's an important 
lesson in this for those who fear 
(displeasing their Lord). 123-26] 

Are you harder to create than the sky 
He built? He raised its canopy high in the 
correct measurements and balanced it 
perfectly. He made its night hard to see 
and its day to show things clearly. 


He shaped the earth sort of like an 
egg after that, and then brought out its 
waters and plains. 

He also made is 
steady with strong 
mountains, all this 
was done for you 
and your farm 
animals. 127-331 

So when the big event comes to pass, 
that day the human being will remember 
clearly what he worked for. Then the 
raging blaze of Hell fire will be 
presented for all to see. 

Whoever went beyond the bounds (of 
what was good and right), and who 
preferred the life of this world, then he'll 
make his home in the raging blaze. 

On the other hand, whoever feared 
standing in the presence of his Lord, and 
who controlled his desires, he'll make the 
Garden his home. [34-4ij 

(And now, Muhammad,) they're asking 
you about the hour:" When will it come 
to pass?" Why would you (need to) 
remind us about it? Your Lord has fixed 
the deadline. 

Your job is only to warn those who 
fear (its coming). When they see that the 
day is finally upon them, (it will seem) as 
if they lived but a single night and at 

most until the dawn! [42-46] 
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He Frowned 

80 'Abasa 

Early Meccan Period 


3 * Introduction 

The Prophet was talking to some chiefs of the Quraysh tribe when a blind man named Ibn Um 
Maktoum came along asking to speak with him. The Prophet had been trying hard to convince 
these important men about Islam, so when he was interrupted, he became annoyed and frowned at 
the old man. 

This chapter was revealed to tell the Prophet that he should not give his attention to people 
based on how important they were. His job was to be a teacher, and that means he has to treat 
everyone equally. After this chapter came to him, the Prophet was always particularly nice to Ibn 
Um Maktoum. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


(/Vluhammad) frowned and turned 
away m when the blind man came (and 
interrupted his preaching), pi but for all 
you knew he could've grown in purity m 
or received a useful reminder, m 



The one who 
thought he needed 
nothing is] was the one 
to whom you gave your 
full attention, [6] though 
he wasn't your 
responsibility, m 

So the one who 
came to you eagerly (in 
search of knowledge), m 
and who feared (Allah), 
pi you neglected, uoi 


Let it not be so! This (revelation) is a 
reminder mi for anyone who desires to 
remember (the truth), [i2i (It's) written on 
honored pages, U3i exalted and holy, m by 
the hands of scribes, usi both noble and 
fair, usi 

Doomed to de S t rUC t ion is the 
human being! How thankless is he! 

From what did (Allah) create him? usi - 
from a mere drop! He proportioned (his 
unique nature), twi and then eased his 
path (into the world at birth), poj 

Then He makes him die (one day), and 
then he's buried pu - only to be raised up 
again when (Allah) wills! p2] But no! How 
often does he fail to achieve the 
standards He set for him! p3] 
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So let humanity observe the 
(complexity) of their food (chain). [ 24 i We 
cause abundant rain to fall 1251 and (cause 

plants) to crack the earth (as they grow). 

[ 26 ) 



And so (in this way) We produce the 
grains, ct grapes, herbs, psi olives and 
dates. | 29 ) (We also) bring forth orchards, 
[ 30 ] fruits and grasslands, pq both for you 
and the livestock you raise. 1321 

Different Results 
on the Day of Judgment 


Background Info... v. 33-42 

This passage was revealed in Medina 
in response to a question from A’ishah. 
She asked the Prophet, “Are we all going 
to be judged while we’re naked?” 

The Prophet replied, “Yes.” A’ishah 
became alarmed and said, “But that will 
be so embarrassing.” 


Then this passage was revealed 
explaining that no one will have any mind 
to notice anything except their own 
troubles. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 


en there comes the piercing cry 
(33i (signaling the Last) Day, a man will run 
from his own brother, (34) mother, father, 
(35) spouse and children, peg for each will 
have concern enough for himself that 
day. (37) 



Some faces will be bright on that day, 
[ 38 i laughing and joyous (for the glad 
tidings they received), p« while other 
faces will be dusty that day, (4oi overcast 
(in shame). i4u They're the ones who 
rejected (faith) and who were also mean 
about it. ( 42 ) 
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The Enveloping 

81 At Takwir 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca could not explain the source of the Prophet's revelations. So 
they started to say that a devil lived in him or that he was crazy. This was a silly thing to say when 
the Prophet was calling people to be good and to control themselves. This chapter gave the 
Prophet a way to reply to the idol-worshippers. It begins by describing the terrible things that will 
happen on the last day before Judgment Day. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


W hen the sun is enveloped in darkness, m 
when the stars are cast down, ra 
when the mountains pass away, pi 


when the livestock heavy with young are left atone, m 
when the wild beasts are herded together, pi 
when the seas rise, n 


when the souls are sorted, m 
when the baby girl buried alive is asked m 
for what crime she was killed, pi 



when the scrolls are opened, tioi when the sky is laid bare, mi 
and when Hell is set ablaze [121 and Paradise is brought near, [i3] 
then every soul will know what it has prepared, [wj 
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And so, by the (heavenly bodies) that 
withdraw, usj move on directly or hide, nei 
and by the night as it draws to a close ,i7] 
and the dawn as it slowly exhales, usi (by 
these signs you must know that) this is 
the speech of an honored messenger, iwi 

He has authority and STATUS 
before the Lord of the throne, ,201 and he 
is to be obeyed and trusted. 1211 

Your companion is not crazy, nor has 
he been tricked, because he truly did see 
the (angel of revelation) on the clear 
horizon. 122-231 


He doesn't hesitate in disclosing 
knowledge of the unseen, p4i nor are 
these the words of a hated DEVIL. ,25] 

So which way will you go? pei 

This is no less than a reminder to all 
the worlds, ,271 for anyone who seeks to 
walk the straight path ,28] - but not as you 
want, as Allah wants, the Lord of All the 

Worlds. [ 29 ] 










The Parting 

82 Al Infitdr 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

The idol-worshippers did not believe that their good and bad deeds were important. They 
thought that Allah was far away, and that their idols were like mini-gods who would help them. This 
chapter introduced to them the idea that all their deeds would be looked at on a final Day of 
Judgment. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




1 hen the skies are split apart 
and the stars are thrown away, 
when the oceans overflow 
and the GRAVES are overturned, 
then every soul will know 
what it has sent ahead 
and left behind, u si 



O People! What has taken you away 
from your Generous Lord - the One Who 
created you (in the womb), balanced you 
(in proportion), gave you a sense of 
JUSTICE and made you in whatever 
form He wanted to? [6-8] 

But no! Certainly not! Even still you 
deny the judgment (to come)! (You 
should know) that guardians (are set to 
watch) over you. (They're) the noble 
recorders who know everything you do. 

[9-12] 

The good people will be in joy, even as 
the arrogant people will in the 

flames, [u-mj 

They're going to enter it on the Day of 
Judgment, and they won't be able to 
avoid it. us-is] 









So how can you appreciate (the 
importance) of the Day of Judgment, and 
how can you understand what the Day 
of Judgment will be? &7-18] 


On that day, no soul will be able to 
help another one at all. (On that day), all 
power to command will belong to only 
Allah. [i 9 i 


K>.GS 


'HUP 
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The Shortchanger 

83 At-Tatfeef 
Aka Al Mutaffifin 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

The first four verse of this chapter were revealed when the Prophet entered Medina and saw 
that the merchants were being very tricky with their customers. The rest of the chapter had been 
revealed earlier while he was still living in Mecca. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




now a warning to people who 
shortchange, who want every last item 
from people when they're owed 
something, but who short-change when 
they have to pay someone, u-bi 



Don't they realize they're going to be 
resurrected on a super important day - 
the day when all people will stand before 
the Lord of All the Worlds? [4-ej 


But no! The record of the bad people 
is kept in the Crevice, and how can you 
understand what the Crevice is? It's a 
written record. p-9j 

So destruction that day to those who 
denied * and (destruction) to those who 
called the Day of Judgment a lie, * for 
only the rebellious and wrongdoers deny 
(the truth), no-12] 

The Faithless Reject the Truth 


Background Info... v. 13-17 

A bad man named an-Nadr ibn al-Harith 
used to tell his fellow Meccans to attack the 
Prophet whenever they saw him preaching. 
Many Muslims were also hurt because of an- 
Nadr’s hateful words. He is the one who is 
mentioned in verses 13-17. (Asbab ul-Nuzul) 
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When Our (revealed) verses are read 
to one of them, he says, "Just stories from 
long ago!" 

No way! Not so! Their hearts are 
rusted by the burden (of the sins) they've 
earned, tu-m 

No way! They're going to be hidden 
from the (forgiveness) of their Lord that 
day, and then they'll be forced to enter 
the raging BLAZE. 

Then they'll be told, "This is what you 
were so quick to deny!" 113-171 

Where Allah Keeps the Grades 

a the contrary, the record of the 
righteous is kept in the SUMMIT, and 
how can you understand what the 
Summit is? us-wi 

It's (also) a written record, witnessed 
over by those nearest (to Allah). 120-211 

The righteous will be in joy; gathered 
upon thrones, they'll be looking all 
around (at the beauty of Paradise). [22-231 

You'll notice the glow of delight upon 
their faces, and they'll be served the finest 
wine sealed with the flavor of sweet 
musk. 


People who like the best things should 
think (about this delight) and work hard 
(to achieve it), for (it's a drink) mixed with 
pure pleasure, drawn from a fountain that 
only those nearest (to Allah) may drink 
from. [ 24-281 


The bad people used to laugh at those 
who believed. They winked at each 
other whenever they passed by, then 
hurried back to their associates to laugh 
and joke, and whenever they saw them 
they would say, "For sure, these are the 
ones who got it all wrong!" 129-321 

However, they were not sent to be in 
charge of them! Yet, on this day, it will 
be the believers who will laugh at the 
faithless from on top of high thrones. [33-351 

Won't the faithless get their payback 
for (the bad things) that they did? [ 36 i 
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The Tearing 

84 Al Inshiqdq 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter was revealed to the Prophet before he started preaching in public. It had a simple 
and direct message that said people must be careful of their deeds. Allah is watching over all things 
and He will not forget the good and the bad that we do. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




en the sky is torn away 
by the will of its Lord, 
which it must obey, 
when the earth is leveled 
and throws out all it contains 
by the will of its Lord, 
which it must obey, 
then all you human beings, 
who have been struggling 
on the journey towards your Lord, 
will finally meet Him! u-6] 

Then, the one who receives his record 
in his right hand will soon have an easy 
review. He will return to his people 
celebrating, p-si 



But the one who receives his record 
from behind his back will soon wish to 
be destroyed as he's driven into the 
raging blaze, ao-121 



For sure, he spent his life celebrating 
with his people, never thinking he'd be 
(brought before his Creator) in the end. 

But oh no! His Lord was always 
watching him. m-isi 

And so by the fleeting afterglow of 
sunset, by the night and what it conceals 
and by the moon as it grows full, (know 
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by these same tokens) that you're 
certainly moving forward in stages, ue-wi 


F.Y.I. 

After reading verses 20-21 below, it is 
customary for the one who has faith in Allah to 
prostrate him or herself on the floor and praise 
Allah. (Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


So what's the matter with them that 
they don't believe, and why don't they 


bow themselves in wonder upon hearing 
the Qur'an read to them? [20-211 

But no! The faithless reject it just 
like that! Allah knows their secret 
thoughts, so give them the news of a 

painful doom . [ 22-241 

However, for those who believe and 
do what's good and right, there's a 
reward that will never end. [251 





The Constellations 

85 Al Buruj 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter talks about the story of some people in the land of Yemen, which was located at 
the lower end of Arabia. There was a Jewish king named Dhu Nuwas who had an old wizard. 

The wizard asked for a student, so the king arranged for a young boy to visit him every day to 
learn magic. On the road to the wizard's house, the boy met an old Christian man who also started 
to teach him about Prophet Jesus. So the boy had two teachers - one in the morning and one in 
the evening, and both teachers taught him opposite things. The old man asked the boy to keep his 
teachings and home a secret. 

One day, the boy decided that he liked the teachings of the Christian man better, and he gave up 
magic. He started teaching the people to be good and kind like Prophet Jesus was. The king was 
angry when he learned about this, and he tried to kill the boy, but Allah kept saving him. 

The boy tricked the king into telling a crowd that his teachings were the best to follow, and the 
boy gave his life to make this plan work. Then lots of people wanted to follow the teachings of the 
boy. The king got even more angry and ordered his soldiers to throw the believers into fire pits. 

This chapter mentions that time in history and tells how bad people will be punished for hurting 
innocent people. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


the sky filled with constellations, 
by the Promised Day (of Judgment) and 
by the witness (which is Friday) and all 
that it witnesses. n-3i 

(By these same tokens know that) the 
pit-diggers will be ruined, (for they tried 
to destroy the believers) with a well-fed 

fire 

They gathered around it and saw full 
well what they were doing to the 
believers. h-7i 
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They were hurting them for no other 
reason than that they had faith in Allah, 
the Most High and Praised One, the One 
Whose KINGDOM extends over 
the heavens and the earth, and Allah is a 
witness to all things, ts-9] 

For sure, those who hurt the believing 
men and the believing women like that, 
and who don't say sorry (for doing those 
bad things), they will be punished with 
the fires of He^L, and in that way they 
will be punished with (an even greater) 
fire! poi 

Those who believe and do what's 
good and right will have gardens beneath 
which rivers flow - and that's the greatest 
success of all! mi 


Truly, your Lord has a strong grip. He 
starts (the creation) and gives (life back 
to the dead), m-ui 

(Allah) is the Forgiving and the Loving 
- the Lord of the throne of glory and 
Doer of all He wants to do! misi 

Have you ever heard of the stories of 
the big crowds of Pharaoh and of the 
(people of) Thamud? m-isi 

But no! The faithless still keep going 
in their rejection. Yet, Allah is right 
behind them! [19201 

Even though (they keep rejecting it), 
this is a Noble Qur'an (that's forever kept) 
on a protected tablet, pi-221 
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The Night Star 

86 At-Tariq 
Early Meccan Period 


3 s Introduction 

This chapter was revealed at a time when the Prophet was sharing Islam only with close 
relatives. He was sitting and having dinner with his uncle Abu Talib ine night, when a shooting star 
flew across the sky above them. Abu Talib became scared, because the Arabs used to believe that 
a shooting star might have a bad effect on someone’s life. “What does it mean?” Abu Talib asked. 

The Prophet said that it was only a sign from Allah’s creation, and nothing more. Abu Talib 
asked the Prophet what he meant by that, and then this chapter came to the Prophet's mind and he 
recited it. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




the sky and the visitor by night, 
and how can you understand what the 
visitor by night is? It's the bright star 
(that shines through the midnight sky). 
(By this same token, know that) there is 
no soul without a guardian set over it. n-4i 


$ 



Now let (every) human being consider 
what he was created from, for he was 


created from a drop of fluid that comes 
from between the spine and the rib cage. 

[ 5-71 

Truly, (the One Who created people in 
this way once before) can surely bring 
them back again on the day when all 
secrets will be exposed, and when they'll 

have no power or anyone to help them. 

[8-10] 

And so, by the sky as it returns (after 
completing its cycle) and by the 
opening of the earth (by plants and 
springs), truly, this speech sorts (the truth 
from falsehood), and it's not some kind of 
game. [n-i4] 

(Even though the faithless) continue to 
make their plans, I'm making a plan, also. 
So give the faithless some time, and leave 
them alone (for a while), ps i7] 
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The Most High 

87 AlA'ld 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This is one of the earliest chapter of the Qur’an. At that time, the Prophet was still not used to 
all the messages he was getting from Angel Jibra’il. He was afraid that he might forget some of the 
verses or mix them together. This chapter tells him not to worry, because Allah will help him keep 
everything memorized. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




glorify the name of your Lord, the 
Most High, the One Who creates and 
completes (all things), determines (how 
long they will exist) and Who directs 
(them to their end). n-3i 


He's the One Who brings out the lush 
(green) pastures, (and He's the One Who) 
reduces them to dry stalks, n-si 


We will teach you to recite (this 
message), so you won't forget anything, 
unless Allah wants, for He knows what's 
out in the open as well as what's hidden 
away. (6-7] 


We'll soon make your path (towards 


Whoever is afraid (of making his Lord 
angry) will take this reminder, while the 
bad people will ignore it. 

That kind of person is the one who will 
enter the biazm fire, and there is no 
living or dying in there! [io-i3j 

And so it is that the one who tries to 
improve himself shall prosper. He 
remembers the name of his Lord and 
prays, im-isi 


But no! It seems that (most of) you 
still prefer the life of this world, even 
though the next life is better and more 
lasting. [I6-171 


peace of mind) an one. So 

remind (people), for it may be to their 
benefit, is 9] 


Yet, (these truths were revealed) in 
ancient scrolls before - in the scrolls of 
Abraham and of Moses. tis-isi 
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The Overwhelming 

88 Al Ghashlyah 
Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

This chapter was revealed to give a quick snapshot of Heaven (Jennah) and Hellfire (Jahannam). 
The idol-worshippers did not know what those places were real, so these verses introduced them to 
the idea. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Have you heard about the 
overwhelming (event)? It's the day when 
some faces will be downcast, looking 
worn out and tired as they're pushed into 
a raging fire, m 


Background Info... v. 5-7 

When some of the idol-worshippers 
of Mecca heard about the big thorns in 
Hellfire, they laughed and said that their 
camels eat nasty thorn (a kind of desert 
plant) and that they’re healthy and fat. 
Verse seven was revealed in response to 
make the point that the nasty thorns in 
Hellfire are not like those found on earth. 

(Ma’ariful Qur’an) 


They'll satisfy their thirst from a boiling 
spring, and have no other food than 
nasty thorn, which gives no good benefit 
nor does it taste good. [5-7] 


within high gardens, hearing no foolish 
words, [am 


A bubbling spring will flow within and 
high thrones of honor will be there, too, 
with cups placed and cushions arranged 
on rich carpets spread out. [12-16] 



Don't (the people who doubt) ever 
look at the water-filled clouds and 
wonder about how they were made or at 
the sky and how it's been raised up so 
high or at the mountains and how they've 


(Other) faces that day will be joyful 
and happy with their results. (They'll be) 
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been set so strong or at the earth and 
how it's been spread out so wide? 117-201 



So remind them, (Muhammad,) for 
you're truly one to remind, even though 
you're not in charge (of their hearts). (21-221 

If anyone rejects (the truth) and turns 
away, Allah will punish him with a really 
big punishment. 

For sure, they will come back to Us, 
and then We will review (all of their 
records). 123-261 
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The Dawn 

89 Al Fajr 

Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

The message of this chapter is to tell the leaders of Mecca that they had better stop trying to 
fight against Allah. If they don’t stop worshipping idols and being bad, then Allah will destroy them 
like the ancient people of the past. At this time, the idol-worshippers were hurting innocent 
Muslims, so this chapter is telling them to watch out. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




the dawn, by the ten (sacred) 
nights (of Hajj), by the even and the odd, 
and by the cycle of night and its passing, 
for those who have sense is there any 
evidence more convincing than this? u-sj 



Don't you see how your Lord dealt 
with the people of 'Ad from (the city of) 
Iram, of the tall towers - (a city) unlike 
any other built in the land? And with the 
(people of) Thamud, (who lived in cities) 
carved from rock? [6-9] 


And what of Pharaoh, master of 
legions? All of them acted like tyrants in 
the land and caused so much chaos and 
disorder. [10-121 

And so your Lord (brought them 
down) with TERRIBLE disasters, for 
your Lord is always watchful. ti3-i4) 

Now as for (the average) person, 
whenever his Lord generously tests him 
through honor and good times, he says, 
"Even My Lord is good to me. 1 " usi 

Yet, whenever he's tested by having 
his resources held back, he cries, "Even 
My Lord is against met' nei 

Not so! There's no way (you can 
blame Allah for your troubles,) when 
you're not even generous with orphans, * 
nor do you tell each other to feed the 
poor, [nisi 
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You waste your inheritance with gusto, 
and on top of that you want money more 
than anything else! 119-201 

But no! When the earth is ground to 
powder and your Lord comes with hosts 
of angels in ranks, and when 
will be brought very close on that day, 
then on that day, (every) person will 
realize (what he's done), but how will it 
help him then? pi-23] 

(In shame) he will cry, "Oh, such bad 
luck (for me)! If only I would have sent 


some (good deeds) ahead (to prepare) 
for this (new) life. 1 " [ 24 ] 

On that day, no one will punish like 
Allah will punish, and no one will tie-up 
like He will tie-up. [25-26) 

“O soul at rest, " (the good people will 
be told), "return to your Lord in 
satisfaction, even as (He is) completely 
satisfied with you. Then enter now, and 
be among My servants. Enter now into 
My Paradise." 127-301 


mm 


Hlyy 
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The Land 

90 Al Balad 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

The people of Mecca loved their traditions. They worshipped idols and followed a lot of bad 
customs. They did not want anyone to tell them to change for the better. Most of the Meccan 
leaders decided that people should not listen to the Prophet. Then they started bothering him and 
hurting his followers. 

This chapter was revealed to the Prophet to let them know that Allah was watching them. He 
knew they were bad people, and this chapter tells them that there is another and better road to 
take in life. If they would only listen! 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


I promise by this land, and you 
Muhammad are from this land, and I 
promise by the link between a parent 
and a child that We have made each 
person to work hard in this world, u-4] 

Does he think that there is no one 

Stronger than him? He says, "I have 
so much money, I can even waste it!" But 
does he think no one is watching him? 

(S-7] 

Didn't We give him a pair of eyes, a 
tongue and a pair of lips and then 
showed to him the two roads of good 
and evil? [s-ioj 

Yet, he does not even try to go on 
the harder road, and how can you 

understand what the harder road is? 

111-121 



It is to give freedom to a slave, or to 
feed, on a hungry day, family members 
who lost their parents or to feed the poor 
person who is lying in the dust. [u-i6i 
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If a person does all that then he will 
be with the believers who teach each 
other patience and kindness. Those are 
the companions of the right side. [17-18] 


But those who try to cover over Our 
revealed verses are the companions of 
the left side. They will have fire falling all 
over them from everywhere. [19-20] 
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The Sun 

91 Ash-Shamms 
Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca started to bother the Prophet around the time that this chapter 
was revealed. They did not like to hear that there was only One God. They wanted to keep on 
worshipping their many idols made of stone and wood. This chapter asks them to remember an 
older civilization that disobeyed Allah. If they were bad, then they might also suffer the same end. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




the sun and its radiance, 
by the moon as it trails along, 
by the day as it brightens, 
by the night as it covers up, 
by the sky and what built it, 
by the earth and its wide expanse, 
and by the soul 
and its balanced (nature) 
and its built-in knowledge 
(of right and wrong) - u-si 

(By these signs, know that) the one 
who makes his soul pure will be 
successful, while the one who makes it 
dirty will fail, p-io] 

The (people of) Thamud rejected (this 
truth) in their arrogance. The worst man 
among them stood up (and volunteered 
to do an evil deed). m-121 


Their messenger from Allah had told 
them," This camel belongs to Allah, so let 
her drink (at the wells)."iu] 



Then they called him a pretender, 
and (the bad man) was mean and he cut 
her. 

Because of that, their Lord destroyed 
all of them equally for their crimes, and 
He is not afraid of what He does, [w-iq 
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The Night 

92 Al-Layl 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed so the Prophet could teach people that they have to be active in 
being good and right. Collecting money all the time will fill the empty place in a person’s heart. 
Only Allah can save us from being greedy and small in our thinking. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




the cover of night, by the day as it 
shines bright, and by the creation of male 
and female, truly, different are the goals 
(for which you work), n-4] 

And so for the one who gives (in 
charity), keeps himself (from evil), and 
who promotes goodness, We'll make (his 
path) smooth to an easy end. [ 5 - 7 ] 

For the greedy miser who thinks he 
doesn't need anything and who doesn't 
care about goodness, We'll make (his 
path) smooth to a horrible end. What 
will all his money do for him as he goes 
down (into the pit of J^ELL)? is-m 

Indeed, We've taken it upon Ourselves 
to provide guidance, because the end 
and the beginning (of all things) belongs 

tO US. [12-13J 



So now, I'm warning you of a burning 
fire that no one will enter but the most 
horrible (of all people), those who deny 
(the truth) and turn away, [u-iei 
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Charity for the Sake of Allah 


Background Info... v. 17-21: 

These verses were revealed about Abu 
Bakr, who bought the freedom of seven 
convert slaves from the idol-worshippers, 
including one man named Bilal ibn Rabah. 

The idol-worshippers began saying that 
Abu Bakr did it only as a favor for Bilal, who 
suffered great torture at the hands of his 
master, and this section makes the point 
that Abu Bakr did what he did only for 
Allah's Sake. ( al-ltqan ) 



one who was mindful (of his 
duty to Allah), however, will be far away 
from it. That kind of person purified his 
money (through charity) and he gave 
no thought to being repaid (with any 
favors), in is] 


His only concern was seeking the 
approval of his Lord, the Most High. * 

Soon, he will have the greatest happiness! 

[ 20 - 21 ] 
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The Early Dawn 

93 Ad-Duha 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

The Prophet had been getting messages from Angel Jibra'il for a few months, but then the 
messages suddenly stopped for a few months. The Prophet started to feel real bad about it. He 
thought he might have made Allah angry with him. That’s why this chapter opens with the words 
that say allah was not angry with him. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


By the light of daybreak and 

by the still of the night, your Lord has not 
left you, (Muhammad,) nor is He angry. 

11-3] 

Your future is brighter than your 
present time, because your Lord will soon 
grant you (what you really want), and you 
will be very happy, t-t-si 

Didn't He find you an orphan and 
shelter you? Didn't He find you lost and 
show you the way? Didn't He find you 
in need and make you independent? te-si 


And so don't be mean to the orphan 
nor ignore the requests (of the poor), and 
continue to declare (the mercy) and 
BL.ESSINGS of your Lord, p-m 
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The Broadening 

94 Ash-Sharh 
aka Al Inshirah 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed after chapter 93. It continues the same basic message from that 
chapter, that Allah has been helping the Prophet and will make his struggle successful. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-4 

When Muhammad (p) was first chosen for 
prophethood, he thought he wasn’t good 
enough of a person to be a servant of Allah 
because he lived as a normal man before. This 
chapter tells him that all of his past 
shortcomings were forgiven, so he would be 
able to begin his mission with a clear 
conscience. 


((3 Muhammad,) didn't We increase 

your understanding and free you of the 
BUR DEM (of worry) that weighed 
heavily on your back? (Didn't We) raise 
your reputation, also? u-4] 

And so it is that every bad time has its 
better time. (No matter what), bad times 
are followed by better times. 



And so even when you're free (from all 
your other jobs), stay firm (on the path), 
and turn yourself towards your Lord (with 
a focused mind), is-si 
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The Fig 

95 At-Teen 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 

This chapter is about how people are responsible for their own actions. The idol-worshippers in 
Mecca did not care if they were good or bad. Their idols of wood and stone did not ask them to be 
good. Their idols could not even tell them what they wanted them to do! The symbols mentioned 
in the beginning are references to important places and prophets of the past. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


the fig and the olive, m by the 
Mountain of Tur, [21 and by this city 
secure, (3) so it is that We've created the 
human being in the best form, m 

Then We bring him down to the 

low est of the low pi - all except for 
those who believe and do what's morally 
right. For them is a reward that won't 
expire, pi 



So how can (the coming) judgment be 
denied, m and isn't Allah the most fit to 
decide? m 
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The Clinging Thing 

96 Al 'Alaq 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter has the very first verses that were given to the Prophet. He was alone in a cave to 
think and pray when an invisible angel came and told him to read. Muhammad ( P > was scared and all 
he could say was that he did not know how to read. 

The unseen angel squeezed him from all sides with its power and then told him to read again, 
and Muhammad ( P > repeated that he did not know how. After a third time of being squeezed real 
hard, Muhammad ( P ) asked, “What do you want me to read?” Then verses i to 5 were given to him. 
After that, Muhammad ( P ) ran home to his wife and he was very scared because he did not know 
what happened to him. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


in the name of your Lord Who 
created - m Who created people from a 
hanging thing in the womb. * Read, 
because your Lord is very Generous, pj 

He taught (people how to write) with 
the p 611 . (4) 



He (used writing) to teach people what 
they didn't know before, [si 

But still people go against following 
(the truth). They even think that they can 


take care of things all by themselves, but 
everything will go back to Allah! p-si 


Background Info... v. 9-19 

The Prophet’s Uncle, Abu Jahl, was always 
trying to bother the Prophet when he prayed 
near the Ka'bah. Abu Jahl said, "By the gods, if 
I ever catch him praying, I will set my foot on his 
neck and rub his face in the dust.” 

This next group of verses were revealed to 
the Prophet about Abu Jahl - and others like him 
- who try to stop people from praying to Allah. 
(Ahmed, Tirmidhi, Nisa'i ) 


Have you ever seen the one who tries 
to stop a servant of Allah from praying? 
Do you (think) that he is doing the most 
proper thing or that he even cares (about 
Allah)? [912] 
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Do you see that he is he really 
covering over the truth and turning 
his head away? Doesn't he know 
that Allah sees him? u 3 -i 4 ] 

Let him be warned then, that 
unless he changes his ways, We will 
drag him down by the hair of his 
forehead - his lying, sinful forehead! 

[15-16] 

Then let him call upon his 
supporters (for help), and then We 
will also make a call, but to the 
forces of punishment! [17-18] 

No way! Don't let yourself get 

side-tracked by someone like 
that. Instead, bow down in prayer 
and come closer to Allah, twi 
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Measuring Out 

97 Al Qadr 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

Prophet Muhammad ( P ) was resting in a cave in the month of Ramadan in the year 610. He went 
there to be alone to think and pray. Suddenly an angel came to him and told him that he was the 
new chosen prophet of Allah. 

That special night is called Laylatul Qadr. That means the Night of Measuring. It is a special 
night that comes near the end of every Ramadan. It is the time when Allah sends down the angels 
with His commands for the year. The Prophet said, “Whoever spends the night praying during the 
Night of Measuring, as a sign of his faith and seeking the reward of Allah, then all his previous sins 
will be forgiven.” (Bukhari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 3 

A story circulated in Mecca about an 
ancient Israelite who worshipped Allah 
at night and fought in His cause all day 
for a thousand consecutive months. On 
hearing this, the Prophet's companions 
were amazed. This verse references that 
story and makes the claim that the first 
night of Allah's revelation of the Qur'an 
is even better than that. ( At-Tabari ) 


For sure We began this revelation 
on the Night of Measuring, and how can 
you understand what the Night of 
Measuring is? u-21 

The Night of Measuring is better 
than a thousand months, because 
the angels and the spirit of Angel Jibra'il 



come down, by their Lord's command, to 
finish every mission. Peace is all around 
until the break of dawn! o-si 
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The Clear Evidence 

98 Al Bayyinah 
Period Uncertain 


t Introduction 

When the Prophet read this chapter to one of his companions named Ubayy ibn Ka'b, he told 
Ubayy that Angel Jibrael ordered him to read it to him especially. Ubayy said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, was I mentioned by name?” 

When the Prophet said, “Yes,” Ubayy began to cry tears of joy. Then the Prophet said to him 
that Allah, Himself, said: “If the son of Adam asked for a valley full of gold, and I gave it to him, then 
he would ask for a second. If he asked for a second one, and I gave it to him, then he would ask for 
a third.” 

“Nothing can fill his belly except dust,” the Prophet sighed. “Allah accepts the repentance of 
one who turns to Him in repentance. The only way of life Allah accepts is the steady and true 
religion, not idol-worship, not Judaism nor Christianity, though whoever does good deeds, it shall 
not be for nothing.” (Ahmad) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




1 hose who cover over (the truth) 
from among the Followers of Earlier 
Revelation and the idol-worshippers 
could not abandon their mistaken ways 
until clear proof from Allah was presented 
to them, in 

That proof was a messenger from 
Allah who could read to them from holy 
pages that give clear and true teachings. 

(2-3] 


But the Followers of Earlier Revelation 
didn't break up into groups until after this 
kind of guidance had already reached 
them before. 

They did not follow it, even though 
they weren't taught anything more than 
to serve Allah, to be sincere to the 
religion that is His, and to start regular 
prayers and to give in charity. That's the 
direct way of life! h-si 

For sure, those who cover over the 
truth, now that it's come to them once 
more, whether they're Followers of Earlier 
Revelation or idol-worshippers, have 
earned for themselves the plf^E of Hell, 
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and they will stay in there forever and 
ever. They're the worst of all creatures! tei 

Now those who believe and do what's 
good and right are the best of creatures. 
Their reward is with their Lord: gardens 

that last forever with rivers flowing all 


around - and they will stay in there 
forever and ever. 

Allah will be happy with them and they 
will be happy with Him. The person who 
loved his Lord will get all of that! m 
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The Quaking 

99 Al Zilzal 
Period Uncertain 


t Introduction 

In the early days of Islam, some Muslims thought that Allah would not count small things like 
giving a single fruit in charity or doing a small bad deed. So some Muslims stopped giving food to 
beggars if they only had a little food in their bags. Other Muslims thought that small lies or 
cheating for small amounts of money were okay. They thought that Hellfire was only for those 
people who did very big sins. 

This chapter was revealed to the Prophet to tell people that Allah cares for all actions big or 
small. The Prophet said that the lesson of this chapter was so important that: “Whoever recites this 
chapter earns the reward of reading half of the Qur'an.” (Tirmidhi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Wh 


en the earth is MiiMMSM as much as it can 


be shaken, and when it throws out everything (buried 
in its graves) - 


When people say in fear, "What's happening to it?" - 
that will be the day when the earth will show (its 
secrets) * by the order of its Lord, u-si 


On that day, people will come forward in sorted 
groups to be shown the FU LL RECORD of their 
deeds, tei 


Whoever did a speck of good will see it, and 
whoever did a speck of evil will see it. p-si 



800 






The Running Stallions 

100 Al 'Adiyat 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

Arabian society was rooted in both trade and tribal warfare. For ages, the clash of mounted 
horsemen in the desert was the stuff of legend and lore, and many a man held as his dream the 
chance to raid and war against his neighbors to gain wealth and renown. The imagery that this 
chapter uses to get the listener’s attention is a direct evocation of just such an exciting scene. 

However, the charging horses are transformed in the second half of the chapter into a 
representation of materialistic people, miserably and pathetically clawing their way towards the 
false dream of wealth and worldly success. The ending question leaves the reader with a choice: 
either continue on as a mindless pleasure seeker, or consider one’s ultimate fate and see the world 
for what it really is. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


By charging (horses), breathless, panting, m 

- striking /PARK t pi 

- attacking at dawn, oi 

- raising dust, pacing forward, (4| 
in the battle, storming on! [sj 

Thankless man is of his Lord, [6] 

and, oh, how well he shows it! m 
His love for worldly wealth is real, and, 
oh, how strong he wants it! t«i 

Knows he not when GRAVES are empty - pj 

- and secrets are all shown - tioi 

that his Lord about him on that day 
will long have known? [in 





The Sudden Disaster 

101 Al Qari'ah 
Early Meccan Period 


3 s Introduction 

The people of Mecca never believed that the world could end one day. They didn't even believe 
that human souls lived on after death. Allah makes the promise that He will end the world one day, 
even if people do not want to believe it. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 

TheSud&enDisaster! n 

What's the Sudden Disaster, [2] 
and how can you understand 
what the Sudden Disaster will be like? m 

It's the Day when people will 
seem like moths fluttering 
about, [4j when the mountains 
will be like TANGLED BALLS OF 
WOOL, [si 

Then the one whose scale is 
heavy (with good) [6i will have 
satisfaction, m while the one 
whose scale is light (of good), m 

- the bottomless pit will 

be his only home, pi 

And how can you understand 

what the bottomless pit is? [10] 

It's a fierce, burning fire, mi 
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The Race (for Wealth) 

102 At-Takdthur 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

This chapter was revealed to the Prophet after he saw people from two different tribes in 
Mecca having a shouting match. Each tribe said that it was better and richer than the other. After 
he received this chapter from Angel Jibrael, the Prophet said that the message of this surah was so 
important that it was worth as much as a thousand other verses. (Hakim, Bayhaqi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


endless race for (wealth) distracts 
you Hi - even unto the Off A VF. m 

Oh, but you'll soon know (the 
foolishness of your goals!) m And then 
again, oh yes, in time, you'll soon know! w 

If you knew for sure (what lies ahead), pi 
then you'd see re all 


The Prophet Said... 

The Prophet also said, ““If the Son of Adam 
has a valley full of gold, he would want to have 
two valleys of gold, because nothing but the 
dirt of his grave will ever make his mouth full. 
Allah accepts the repentance of those who turn 
to Him and say they are sorry.” (Bukhari) 



around you, m just as you'll no doubt 
see it clearly m on a day when you'll be 
asked about your (handling of life's) 
opportunities, m 
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The Passage of Time 

103 Al 'Asr 
Early Meccan Period 


3 s Introduction 

This chapter is very short, but the lesson is huge. It is about how time passes and history 
changes. What do people learn from the past? Does learning about the past make them better? 
Think of all the people and time periods that you've learned about in your social studies classes. 
Who were the good people and who were the bad? Who made mistakes and who got hurt? What 
always happened to the bad people in the end? 

The evil people always lose and they get destroyed in one way or another. Nobody remembers 
them with kind words and they do nothing good in the world. Who would want to be remembered 
as an evil, horrible person? On the other hand, the good people who are afraid of making Allah 
angry with them are the ones we remember and celebrate. If people paid attention to this lesson, 
they would try hard not to be bad. 

This chapter was so important to the companions of the Prophet that they would often say it at 
the end of meetings to remind themselves that they are only a small moment in history. This helped 
them to foCUS On the good things. (Tabarani) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


The (lessons of) HISTORY 
(are the proof) m that people 
are always losing pi 

-all except for those who believe 
and do what's right 

and who teach each other 
to be truthful and patient 
(with hardships). [3j 
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The Slanderer 

104 AI Humazah 
Early Meccan Period 


Introduction 

There was a very bad man named Akhnas ibn Shariq. He lived in Mecca and used to worship 
idols. When the Prophet started teaching people about Islam, Akhnas started teasing him and 
saying bad things about him to other people. Talking bad about others and calling them bad names 
is a sin in Islam. This chapter warns people not to do that. 

A man once asked the Prophet to explain to him what kind of talking behind someone's back 
was bad. The Prophet replied, “It is saying something about your brother (in faith) that he would 
not like you to say." The man then asked, “What if (the bad thing) that I said about my brother was 
true?" The Prophet answered, “If what you said about him was true, then you still would have been 
doing backbiting, and if what you said about him was false, then you would have lied against him." 
(Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 

A. warning to every name caller and backbiter 
who saves his money for the future. 

Is he hoping to buy a life 
that will never end? n-3j 

No way! He'll be thrown into the 

Crusher, 

and how can you understand 
what the Crusher is? w 

It's the of Allah 

built up into a huge fire. 

It will go all the way through them and cover them under endless pillars. [6-9] 
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The Elephant 

105 A1 Feel 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

Arabia was a land of many different religions. In the south there was a Christian-ruled land 
named Yemen. In the year just before the Prophet was born, Abrahah, the king of Yemen became 
jealous of the Ka’bah of Mecca. All the Arabs went there to worship their idols and spend their 
money. Abrahah built a huge church to attract the Arabs, but they were not interested. 

One Arab visitor to the church even insulted the building by going to the bathroom on a wall! 
Abrahah got mad and marched an army to Mecca to destroy the Ka'bah. He brought along some 
big elephants to knock it down. The Meccans were afraid and ran to hide in the hills when the army 
came near. They said that Allah should defend the Ka'bah, because they would not do it. 

Then a miracle happened. The elephants refused to enter Mecca, and a then a strange disaster 
fell upon the army of Abrahah while they were waiting in their camp. The soldiers were plagued 
with big sores and they started dying. 

Some said that birds dropped stones on them, while others said it was flying bugs that spread 
diseases. Abrahah was scared and he ran all the way back to Yemen, but he also died of the disease 
soon after returning. Allah defended His holy building! 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Haven't you seen how your 
Lord stopped the Army of the 
Elephant? m 

Didn't He STOP their evil 
plans? pi 

He let loose upon them a swarm of flying 
things that struck them down with hard- 
smacked sores. [3-4i 


In the end, the soldiers looked like they 
were COT DOWN crops in the field, isi 
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The Quraysh 

106 Quraysh 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

This chapter is about the tribe of Quraysh. The Quraysh were a large group of related families that 
controlled the city of Mecca. They got very rich from two things. The first way was from the fact that 
the Ka’bah was under their control. The Arab tribes of the desert all brought their idols to the Ka’bah 
and would visit them (and spend money) all the time. The second way the Quraysh got rich was through 
trade. They would organize huge caravans to travel north to Syria in the summer and south to Yemen in 
the winter. They made trade agreements with many tribes along the way. The Quraysh thought all this 
good fortune was by their own hands. They used to say they got all their food from their own planning, 
even though they lived in the desert. In this chapter, Allah is reminding them that He owns the Ka’bah 
and that He brings the food to them and keeps them safe on their journeys. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Background Info... v. 1-4 

The Prophet said: “Allah has given 
seven advantages to the Quraysh that He 
didn’t give to anyone else (among the 
Arabs): I am from them, prophethood 
was instituted among them (over all 
other Arab tribes), they’re the custodians 
of the Ka'bah, they offer the water of 
Zamzam, Allah helped them to overcome 
the Army of the Elephant, they alone had 
people worshipping Allah for ten years 
before anyone else (had accepted Islam), 
and Allah revealed this chapter about 
them.” Then the Prophet recited this 
chapter. (Bayhaqi) 


Now about the treaties that the 
Quraysh tribe made (to travel safety 


through other lands,) - those treaties that 
protect them on their journeys through 
the winter and summer: 11-21 

They should serve the Lord of this 
House (the Ka'bah) (instead of their false 
idols,) because Allah is the One Who 
gives them their food so they're not 
hungry, and He's the One Who keeps 
them safe (when they travel.) [3-4] 

















Small Favors 


2 07 Al Md'un 
Early Meccan Period 


t Introduction 


One day, Abu Sufyan, an important chief of the Quraysh tribe, was preparing two lambs for 
dinner. An orphan came and asked him for some food, and Abu Sufyan became angry and hit him. 
The orphan ran away crying. This chapter was revealed to the Prophet to answer the mean actions 
of people who feel they don't have to help poor people. 

It also warns us that even people who pray a lot and seem to be religious can be mean in their 
hearts. Allah does not love people who are hypocrites like that. One way to test your faith and to 
know if you are really a good believer is to think about how you react to those who are weaker or 
poorer than you. If you want to be kind to the people and animals around you, then your faith has a 
solid foundation to grow upon! Practice being kind and Allah will love and reward you for your 
goodness. 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Have you seen the person who 
denies the good way of life? 



He pushes the orphans aside and 
doesn't want to feed the poor. u-3] 


So this is a warning to people who 
pray but who are careless in their 


worship, whose prayers are only for 



, and yet who don't want to 


share even the smallest of favors. [4-71 
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Abundance 

108 Al Kawthar 
Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

The Prophet's wife Khadijah had given birth to a baby boy named 'Abdullah. Sadly, he died a 
short time later. Muhammad ( P ) was very heartbroken, and then a very mean idol-worshipper 
named Al 'As ibn Wa'il came and started making fun of him about that. Ibn Wa'il often said of 
Muhammad, ( P ) "Leave him be; he has no sons, and no one will remember his name after he dies.” 

Abu Lahab, a very mean uncle of the Prophet, also started to tease the Prophet about having no 
sons. A few days later, the Prophet was sitting with some of his companions, and he looked sleepy. 
After a while he lifted his head, smiled and said, "A chapter has been revealed to me.” Then after 
reciting this chapter, he asked, "Do you know what abundance (kawthar) is?” "Allah and His 
Messenger know best,” they replied. 

Then the Prophet said, "It's a river in Paradise, filled with blessings. It's been given to me by 
Allah. On the Day of Judgment, my people will gather around it, and it will fill as many cups as there 
are stars in the sky. Some people will be pushed away from it, and I'm going to ask, 'But my Lord! 
They're also my followers!' Then a voice will say, '(No, not really) because you don't know what 
happened after you.'” (Ahmad) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 




uhammad,) We have given you 


so many OOP'u’O, so now turn to your 
Lord in prayer and sacrifice, u-2] 


For sure, it will be the ones who insult 
you who will have their future cut off. pi 
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The Faithless 

109 Al Kdfirmi 
Early Meccan Period 


tf 3 Introduction 

The idol-worshippers of Mecca thought they could protect their religion if they got Muhammad 
(p) to make a deal with them. Some leaders of the Quraysh told Muhammad that if he worshipped 
their gods for a year, then they would worship his One God for a year. After that, they would talk 
about whose religion was better. Muhammad (p) did not accept their offer. When they said, “At 
least touch some of our gods (in respect), and then we’ll believe in you,” Allah revealed this chapter 
to the Prophet, and he said it to them. (Qurtubi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Say (to them): "Hey, all you who 
hide faith (in Allah)! I don't serve what 
you serve, and you don't serve what I 
do." d-3] 


"And I will not serve what you serve, 
nor will you serve what I do. To you, 


your W Oy/ 




and to me, 


mine." [4-6i 
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The Help (of Allah) 

220 An-Nasr 
Late Medinan Period 


t Introduction 

This is the last chapter that was revealed to the Prophet. By this time, Islam was the religion of 
most of Arabia. It had been a long struggle and the people were happy to be Muslims. After the 
Prophet recited this chapter, he said, “The people (of the world) are on one side, and me and my 
companions are on the other side. There is no more migration after the takeover (of Mecca). All 
that is left for Muslims to do is jihad (working hard in Allah's cause) and to have good intentions 
(about what they do).” (Tabarani) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


When the help of Allah has 
come and there is victory, m When 
you see people RUSH/NC 

into Allah's way of life in (big) 
crowds. [2i 


That is when you must glorify 
your Lord and ask Him for His 
forgiveness (so you can be reminded 
to be humble,) because He is the 
One Who (listens when people say 
they're) sorry, p) 
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Flame 

227 Lahab 

Early Meccan Period 


j 3 Introduction 

After three years of teaching in secret, Allah commanded the Prophet to tell everyone about 
Islam. So he stood on a small hill and started shouting for people to come to him. Everyone came 
and the Prophet said, “(People of Quraysh)! If I told you that an army was coming on the other side 
of this hill, would you believe me?” 

Someone in the crowd said, “Yes, because we've never heard you tell a lie.” Then Muhammad 
said, “So now Pm warning you about of a big punishment (if you don't give up your idols and 
believe in Allah)!” A rude uncle of the Prophet named Abu Lahab got angry, and he said, “You 
gathered us here just for this? May you be cut off!” Then Abu Lahab threw a rock at him. (Bukhari) 

Abu Lahab's wife Urwa was already talking bad about Muhammad ( P ) before this. Now she said 
she would sell her necklace to have money to use against Islam. After she heard about this chapter, 
she came out looking for Muhammad ( P ) with a sharp stone in her hand to hurt him. Muhammad ( P ) 
was sitting with his friend Abu Bakr, and she came near to them. She did not notice the Prophet 
and instead talked in a rude way to Abu Bakr. Then she left. Allah protected the Prophet from 
Urwa and Abu Lahab. ( ibn Kathir) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Cut off are (the works) of Abu 
Lahab's hands - cut off! m Neither his 
money nor his accomplishments will save 
him, [ 2 ] for in a Burning Fire he 
soon shall be. pj 

And his woman, who must feed the 
flames, m will have 'round her neck a 

twisted fiber chain. m 
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Pure Faith 

112 Al Ikhlds 
Early Meccan Period 


^ Introduction 

A group of visiting Jews asked Muhammad ( P )to describe what Allah was like. They wanted to 
compare his description of Allah with what their own holy books said. They asked him if his God 
was male or female, made of gold, copper or silver, whether He eats and drinks, how He came to be 
in control of the earth, and who will control it after Him. 

The Prophet waited patiently for a few days for a revelation from Allah. Then the Prophet sent 
word to his followers to gather in front of his house and that he would recite one-third of the 
Qur'an for them. They gathered at the right time, and after the Prophet recited this short chapter 
to them, he went back in his house. 

The people were confused because they thought they were going to hear one-third of the 
whole Qur'an, and some people thought that the Prophet was inside and receiving more 
revelations from Allah. The Prophet came out of his door again and said, “Listen, this chapter is 
equal to one-third of the Qur'an.'' (Tirmidhi) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 


Say (to them), "He is only ONE God 
in - Allah the Eternal Absolute, ra 

He doesn't give birth nor was He ever 
born, pi and there's nothing the same as 
Him." [4i 



/ I \ 
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Daybreak 

113 Al Falaq 
Period Uncertain 


Introduction 

Prophet Muhammad started to feel strange one day. He couldn't remember if he did things or 
didn't do things. He thought that maybe someone put an evil magic spell on him to make him 
forgetful. A few days later, the Prophet had a dream. In that dream two people were talking about 
what happened to him. The two men then pointed to a small tree. When the Prophet woke up, he 
went out and looked for the tree that he saw in his dream. He found the tree. 

There was an old dry well nearby, and in it he found a rock with a comb and a single hair 
wrapped around it. He also found a rope with a bunch of knots tied in it. A man named Labid had 
used that very same comb on the Prophet a few weeks before. Labid had used the piece of hair he 
took from the Prophet to cast an evil magic spell on him. The Prophet untied the knots in the rope 
and broke the comb and the hair. The spell was gone and the Prophet could think clearly again. His 
wife A'ishah asked him, “Won't you tell everyone about this?" He replied, “Allah has cured me, and 
I hate to spread talk of bad times to other people." (Bukhari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



Say: "I want to be safe with the Lord of 
the Dawn pi from the evil (dangers) in the 
created (world), [2] from the evil of 
darkness when it comes, pi 


from the evil of people who cast 
MAGIC spells [4 ] and from the 
evil of people who give mean looks when 
they're jealous." pi 
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People 

224 An-Nas 
Period Uncertain 


^ Introduction 

The Shaytan and his followers are always trying to scare us and make us do the wrong things. 
Sometimes we feel a bad thought and our brain seems to order us to do a bad deed. This might be 
the whispers of Shaytan's army of evil jinns. Other times a friend might tell us to do something bad. 

We must fight the whispers that tell us to do bad deeds, no matter where they come from! The 
Prophet said: “Shaytan is waiting there above the heart of the son of Adam. When (the person) 
forgets about Allah, Shaytan whispers to him (to do bad deeds). When the person remembers Allah 
again, then Shaytan moves back/' (at-Tabari) 


In the Name of Allah, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful 



Say: "I want to be safe with the Lord of 
people, in the Ruler of people, (21 the God 
of people, [3] from the little temptations of 
evil, [4] whispered into the hearts of 
people [si by jinns or other people ." m 


The Prophet Said... 

“Shaytan puts his hand on a person’s heart. 
If he finds it filled with good words for Allah, he 
takes his hand away. If he finds that the 
person’s heart is forgetful of Allah, then he 
totally takes over the person's heart, and this is 
the whispering of the jinns.” (Musnad Abu Ya’la) 
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When you finish the reading of the Qur’an, you should say: 


And indeed, Allah, the Exalted, 
has spoken the truth... 


Then the reader should return to the beginning of the book 
and read the first chapter along with a few verses of chapter two. 

This Shows that the cycle of searching for Allah’s guidance never ends 
but begins anew until the day we return to meet our Lord. 
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Parts and Sections of the Qur'an 

Manzils (7ths) 

Part Number 

Juzs (30ths) 

Beginning Verses 
of Each Juz 

Section Number 

and Beginning Verses 

1 [1:1] 

1 

1:1 


2 

2:141 


3 

2:253 


4 

3:93 


5 

4:24 

2 [5:1] 

6 

4:148 


7 

5:82 


8 

6:111 


9 

7:88 


10 

8:41 

3 [10:1] 

11 

9:93 


12 

11:6 


13 

12:53 


14 

15:1 

4 [17:109] 

15 

17:1 


16 

18:75 


17 

21:1 


18 

23:1 

5 [27:1] 

19 

25:21 


20 

27:56 


21 

29:46 

6 [35:1] 

22 

33:31 


23 

36:28 


24 

39:32 


25 

41:47 

7 [50:1] 

26 

46:1 


27 

51:31 


28 

58:1 


29 

67:1 


30 

78:1 


818 















Names of Prophets in Arabic and English 


ic Name 

English Name 

Scriptures or Surviving Writings 

Adam 

Adam 


Idris 

— 

— 

Nuh 

Noah 

— 

Hud 

— 

— 

Salih 

— 

— 

Ibrahim 

Abraham 

Scrolls, Suhuf, parts of Genesis? 

Isma'il 

Ishmael 

— 

Is-haq 

Isaac 

— 

Lut 

Lot 

— 

Ya'qub 

Jacob 

— 

Yusuf 

Joseph 

- 

Shu'ayb 

- 

— 

Ayyoub 

Job 

Part of the book of Job? 

Musa 

Moses 

Torah, Tawrah 

Harun 

Aaron 

(Scattered fragments only in the first 
five books of the Hebrew Bible 

Dhul-Kifl 

Ezekiel 

The book of Ezekiel? 

Dawud 

David 

(Part of) the Psalms, Zabur 

Sulayman 

Solomon 

Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, 

Ilyas 

Elijah 

Song of Songs (Parts of each?) 

A1 Yasa' 

Elisha 

— 

Yunus 

Jonah 

— 

Zakariyya 

Zechariah 

- 

Yahiya 

John the Baptist 


'Esa 

Jesus 

The Original Gospel, Injeel 

Muhammad 


(Scattered fragments all throughout 
the first four books of the Christian 

New Testament 

The Recital, Qur'an 
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A Timeline of the Major Events of Prophethood 


Circa 569 

'Abdullah and Aminah are married. 'Abdullah later dies while away on business, 
leaving a pregnant widow behind. Aminah moves into her father-in-law's house, 
along with her African maidservant Barakah. 

Circa 569 

Abrahah, the ruler of Yemen, leads a failed attack on Mecca. 

Circa 570 

Birth of Muhammad into the Qurayshi sub-clan of Banu Hashim. 

Circa 571 

Muhammad is sent to live with a foster mother in the countryside, following local 
customs in which well-to-do urban women sent their children to be raised by 
bedouins for a few years to teach them the spirit and the ways of the desert. 

Circa 576 

Muhammad is returned to his mother. 

His mother dies of fever while on a return journey from a visit to the northern city of 
Yathrib, and the boy is then raised by his grandfather. 

Circa 578 

Muhammad's grandfather dies, and the boy moves into his uncle Abu Talib's house. 
Circa 579 

Muhammad is put to work as a shepherd for his uncle. 

582 

Muhammad's uncle takes him as a stable boy on a caravan trip to Syria, a journey that 
lasts approximately two or three months. 

594 

Muhammad accepts a job working for Khadijah, a wealthy widow. He works for her 
as the head manager for a trading expedition in which she invests, and thus he goes to 
Syria for a few months on her behalf. 
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595 

Khadijah proposes marriage to Muhammad, and he accepts. She is 40 years old, and 
he is 25. They have four daughters and three sons over the course of the next 15 years. 
All the sons die in infancy. 

Circa 600 

Muhammad joins a charitable organization organized by like-minded citizens whose 
aim is to alleviate the extreme suffering of the poor and downtrodden in the city. 

Circa 605 

Muhammad begins to withdraw from society and spends an increasing amount of his 
time hiking and meditating in the countryside. 

610 

Muhammad receives his first revelation from the angel Gabriel and is commissioned 
by him as a prophet. His wife Khadijah converts, along with his immediate family. 
For the next three years, he makes private contacts and gains a few converts from his 
associates. 

613 

Muhammad begins preaching publicly in Mecca. 

Declaration on Mount Safa, inviting the general population of Mecca to Islam. 

Ridicule is forthcoming from the Meccan pagans. 

614 

Persecution from the Meccans begins. 

615 

Over eighty Muslim refugees emigrate to Abysinia for safety. 

617 

Meccans boycott the Prophet and his followers. They confine both him and his clan 
(and one other) to a desolate valley for almost three years of hardship and 
deprivation. 

618 

Civil war in the northern city of Yathrib devastates the local economy. 
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619 

The boycott imposed upon the Muslims by the pagans is lifted. 

Death of Muhammad's wife Khadijah. 

Death of Muhammad's uncle, Abu Talib. 

Leadership of the Hashim clan passes to Abu Lahab who withdraws his clan's 
support of the Prophet. 

Muhammad visits Ta'if to seek asylum but is rebuffed. 

620 

Muhammad's lsra' and Mir’aj journey. 

Muhammad marries an older widow named Saudah. 

Six visitors arrive from Yathrib and convert to Islam. 

621 

Twelve citizens from Yathrib visit Mecca and convert to Islam. They make a pledge to 
obey the Prophet at a place called 'Aqabah. 

622 

A second, much larger group of 72 Arabs from Yathrib visits Mecca and takes the 
Second Pledge of 'Aqabah. They invite Muhammad to come and live among them. 
The Prophet is later forced to flee from Mecca for Yathrib (Medina) after the Meccans 
attempt to assassinate him. He first sends about 100 of his most vulnerable followers 
ahead of him in small parties. The Muslim calendar is later marked from this event, 
known as the Migration ( Hijrah ). 

Muhammad drafts a city charter, which is signed by all parties in the city. 

623 

Muhammad marries A'ishah, the daughter of his best friend, Abu Bakr. 

624 

The direction of prayer is changed from Jerusalem towards the Ka'bah in Mecca. 

The Battle of Badr. 

The Banu Qaynuqa Jewish tribe is expelled from the city for treaty violations. 

625 

The Battle of Uhud (January). 

The Prophet marries Hafsah, the daughter of his friend, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

The Banu Nadir Jewish tribe is expelled for treaty violations (July). 
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626 

The Prophet marries Zaynab bin Khuzaymah, Umm Salamah and Juwayriyyah. 
Campaign against the Banu Mustaliq (December). 

627 

Muhammad marries Zaynab bint Jahsh. 

The Battle of the Trench (Khandaq), also known as the Siege of Medina (March?). 

The Banu Qurayzah Jewish tribe is seized for betrayal and forced into bonded 
servitude. 

628 

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah is signed (February). 

Khaybar is subjugated (September). 

Muhammad marries Safiyah, Umm Habibah and Maria the Copt. 

629 

First Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca, as per the terms of the truce of Hudaybiyyah 
(February). 

The Battle of Mu'tah in Syria (September). 

Muhammad marries Maymunah. 

Khalid ibn al-Waleed, the famous Meccan general, converts to Islam. 

630 

Conquest of Mecca (January). 

Battle of Hunayn (January). 

Siege of Ta'if. 

Expedition to Tabuk (September-October). 

631 

Most Arabian tribes and rulers make treaties with the Prophet. 

Prophet leads a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The Prophet sends ambassadors to rulers near and far. 

632 

The Farewell Pilgrimage and Muhammad's last major speech during his final 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The Prophet passes away in Medina. 

Abu Bakr, the Prophet's best friend and also his father-in-law, is chosen to be the first 
caliph, or temporal leader of the community. 
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633-634 

Abu Bakr puts down a rebellion of pagan and apostate tribes. In the decisive Battle of 
Yamama, many who had the entire Qur'an committed to memory fall in the fighting. 
'Umar ibn al-Khattab urges Abu Bakr to take steps to preserve the Qur'an. Abu Bakr 
orders the first authenticated copy of the Qur'an in its full textual form to be written 
down. 

c. 650-651 

New Muslim converts in Syria and Iraq, many of whom did not understand the 
Arabic of central Arabia, begin to differ over the Qur'an and its proper pronunciation 
and grammar. Faulty editions of the text begin to appear with irregularities, 
misspellings, etc. Uthman ibn Affan, the third caliph, orders five or seven copies of 
the Qur'an to be made using the manuscript that was prepared during the rule of Abu 
Bakr. He then sends them to all major cities in the growing Islamic world to be official 
reference copies and also orders any other unauthorized editions of the Qur'an that 
had been recorded up to that point to be burned, in order to preserve the textual 
integrity and reliability of the scripture. The copies prepared by Uthman's direction 
are accepted by the surviving companions of the Prophet as authentic. Two of those 
seven copies still exist to this day and can be found in Turkey and Tajikistan. 

c. 695 

The fifth Umayyad caliph, 'Abdul Malik, orders that a uniform system of vowel 
markers be created to enable the reader of the Qur'anic text to easily distinguish 
between similar looking Arabic letters. 
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Chronology of Revelation 


Meccan Chapters in Rough Chronological Order (610-6221 BCE 


96, 74, 68, 73,1, 111, 81, 87, 92, 89, 93, 94,103,100,108,102,107,109,105, 
113,114,112, 53, 80, 97, 91, 85, 95,106,101, 75,104, 77, 50, 90, 86, 54, 38, 7, 72, 
36, 25, 35,19, 20, 56, 26, 27, 28,17,10,11,12,13, 55, 76,15, 6, 37, 31, 34, 39, 40, 
41, 42, 43,44,45, 46,51, 88,18,16, 71,14, 21, 23, 32, 30, 29, 52, 67, 69, 70, 78, 79, 
82, 83, 84 


Medinan Chapters in Rough Chronological Order (622-632 BCE') 


2, 8, 3, 33, 60, 4, 99, 57,47, 65, 98, 59, 24, 22, 63, 58, 49, 66, 64, 61, 62, 48, 5, 


9,110 
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